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PREFACE xX - 


; . ΗΝ 
§ 1." THOSE who undertake to write histories, do not, I perceive, 


take thie trouble on one and the same account, but Jor many rease 
ons, and those such as are very different one from another: For 
some of them afifly themselves to thie fart of learning to shew their 
great skill in composition, and that they may therein acquire a refi. 
utation for sneaking finely ; othera of them there are who write his 
tories, in order to gratify those that haffen to be concerned in 
them, and'on that account have shared no pains, but rather gone δέ» 
yond their oon abilities in the ferformance ; but othere there are, 
who of necesstty, and by force, are driven to write history, because 
they were concerned in the facts, and eo cannot excuse. themselvea ° 
JSrom commitung them to writing, for the advantage of fiosterity 3 
nay, there are nota few who are induced to draw their historical 
facts out of darkness into light, and to froduce them for the benefit 
of the fiublic, on account of the great importance of the facts theme 
selves with which they have been concerned. Now of theese several 
reasons for writing history, ἢ must frofesse the two last were my 
own reasons also: For since I was myself interceted in that .war 
which we Jews had with the Romans, and knew myeelf ite farticue 
. Jar actions, and what conclusion @¢ had, Iwas forced to give the hise 
tory of it, because I saw that others perverted the truth of those ac- 
tions in their writings. 

4, Now Ihave undertaken the present work, as thinking it will 
appear to all the} Greeks worthy Of their study ; for it will contain 
all our antiquitics, and the constitution of our government, as interes 
preted out of the Hebrew scriptures. find indeed I did formerly 
intend, when I} wrote of the War, to exflain who the Jews origin- 
ally were ; what fortunes they had been subject to ; and by what 
legislator they had been instructed in fiety, and the exercise Of oth- 
vr virtues ; what wars also they had made in remote ages, till they 
were unwillingly engaged in this last with the Romana: But be- 
cause this work would take uf a great com&ass, I scfharated it into 

* This preface of Josephus’s is excellent in its kiad, and highly worthy the 
-sepeated perusal of the reader, before he sets about the perusal of the work itself. 

+ That is, all the Gentiles, both Greeks and Romans. 

$ We may seasonably note here, that Josephus wrote his seven books of the 
-Jewish War long before he wrote these his Antiquities. Those books of the 
Wat were published about A. Ὁ. 75, and these Antiquitics A, Ὁ, 93, about cigh 


-taen years later. 
M10049'7 





4 PREFACE. 
a set treatise by iteelf, with a beginning of tts own, and ite own cone 
clusion ; byt in frrocess of time, as usually haffiens to such aa un- 
dertake great things, I grew weary, and went on slowly, it being @ 
large subject, anda difficult thing to translate our history into a 
Soreign, and to us unaccustomed language. However, some prer- 
sone there were who desired to know our history, and so exhorted 
me to go on with it; qnd above all the reat *Efafhroditua, a man 
who isa lover ofall kind of learning, but ie frrincinally delighted 
with the knowledge of history, and thie on account of his having 
been himself concerned in great affaire, and many turne of fortune, 
and having shewn a wonderful vigor ef an excellent nature, and an 
immovable virtwus resqlutionin them all. I yielded to thie man’s 
fersuasions, who always excites such aa have abilities m what is 
uscful and acceptable, to join their endeavors with his. I was also 
ashamed myself to permit any lazinese of disfosition to have a Breat- 
er influence ufion me, than the delight of taking faina in auch stud- 
ies as were very uscful ; I thereugon stirred ufi myself, and went 
on with my work more cheerfully. Besides the foregoing motives, 
f had othere which I greatly reflected on ; and these were, that our 
forefathers were willing to communicate euch things to others ; and 
that some of the Greeks took considerable fiains to know the affuire 
of our nation. . 

3, I found therefore that the second of the Plowmies wae a king 
who was extraordinary diligent in what concerned (earning, and 
the collection of books ; that he wasalso feculiarly ambitious to pro- 
cure a transiation of our law, and of the constitution of our govern- 
ment therein contained, into the Greck tongue. Now Eleazar the 
high priest, one not inferior to any other of that dignity among us, 
did not envy the forenamed King the frarticipation of that advan- 
tage, which otherwise he would, for certain, have denied him, but 
that he knew the custom of our nation was, to hinder nothing of 
what we esteemed -ourscives from heing communicated to others. 
Accordingly I thought it became me, both to imitate the generosity 
of our high priest, and to suffiose there might, even now, be many 
dovers Of learning like the King ; for he did not obtain all our writ- 
ings at that time ; but those who were sent to Alexandria as inter- | 
fireters, gave him only the books of the law, while there were a vast 
number of other matters in our sacred books. They indeed contain 
in thein the history of five thousand years ; in which time hanfien- 
ed many strang: accidente, many chances of war, and great actions 
of the commanders. and mutations of the form of our government, 
Upon the whole, α nan that will pursue this history, may firincinal- 
ly learn from tt, μας all events succeed well, even to an incredible 


* This Epaphrocitus was certainly alive in the third year of Trajan, A. Ὁ. 100. 
δες the note on Aniiq. B. 1. against.Apion, sect, 1. vel. vi. Who he was we 
do not know ; for as to Epaphroditus, the freed mao of Nero, and afterwards 
DVomitian’s secretary, who was put to death by Domitian in the s4th os 14th 
year of bisrergn, be could not be alive in the third of Trajan. co 


PREF ACE. § 


degr ce, and the reward of felicity is profosed by God ; but then it 
ta 10 those that follow his will, and do not venture to break hie ex- 
cellent laws ; and that 80 Jar aamen any way apostatize from the 
accurate observation of them* what was frracticable before becomes 
impracticable ; and whatsoever they set about asa good thing, is 
converted into an incurable calamity, And now I exhort all those 
that ficruse these books, to gffily their minds to God ; and to ex- 
amine the mind of our Legislator, whether he hath not understood 
his nature in a manner worthy of him; and kath not ever ascribed 
to him such ofierations as become his power, and hath*not preserved 
his wretings from those indecent fables which othere have framed, 
although by the great distance.of time when he lived, he might have 
securely forged such kee ; for he lived two thousand years ago; at 
which vast distance of ages the froeta themselves have not been 40 
hardy as to.fix even the generations of their gods, much less the ac- 
tions of their men, or their own laws. As I pfrroceed therefore, I 
shall accurately desqribe what is contaized in our records, tn the 
order of time that belonga to them ; for I have already frromised 80 
to do througout thie undertaking, and this without adding any 
thing to what is therein contained, or taking away qny ting there- 
rom. 

4, But because almost all our constitution defends on the wisdom 
of Moses, our legislator, I cannot avoid sqying somewhat concern- 
ing him before hand, though I shall do it briefly ; Imean, because 
otherwise those that read my books may wonder how it comes to 
fase, that my discourse, which fromisea an account of lawe and his- 
torical facts, contains so much of. philosofihy. The reader is there- 
fore to know, that Moses deemed tt exceeding necessary, that he 
who would conduct his own hfe well, and give laws to others, in the 
Firat place should consider the Divine Nature, and ufion the contem- 
fiation ef God's ofterations, should thereby imitate the best of ai! 
patterns, 80 far as it is possible for human nature to do, ahd to enq 
deavor to follow after it ; neither could the legislator himself have 
a right mind without such a contemplation ; nor would any thing he 
should write tend to the promotion of virtue in his readers ; I mean, 
unless they be taught Arst of ail, that God ie the Father and Lord 
of ail things, and sees all things, and that thence he bestows an haft- 

fy life upon thoee that follow him ; but fiunges such as do not walk 
in the fiathe of virtue in inevitable miseries. Now when Mosea wie 
desirous to teach this lesson to his countrymen, he did not begin the 
establishment of his laws after the same manner that other legisla~ 
bore did ; Imean, ufion contracts and other rights between one man 
and another, but by raising their minds ufwards to regard God, 
and his creation of the world ; and by frersuading them, that we 
men are the most excellent of the creaiures of God upon carth, 


* Josephus here plainly alludes to the famous Greek proverb, If God te with 
as, every thing that ts tmbosstble decomes possible, 
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Now when once he had brought them to eubmit fo religion, he easily 
persuaded them to eubmit, in all other things ; for ae to other legis- 
ators, they followed fables, and by their discourses transferred the 
most refiroachful of human vices unto the gods, and so afforded 
wicked men the most plausible excuses for their crimes ; but as for 
our icgislator, when he had once demonstrated that God was prose 
sessed of frerfect virtue, he sufthosed that men also cught to strive 
after the participation of it s and on those who did not so think, and 
eo belicuc, he infected the severest frunishments, I exhort there. 
fore my reade?s to examine this whole undertaking in that view ; 
ον thereby it will affear to them, that there is nothing therein dis- 
.agrecable either to the majesty of God, or to his love to mankind ; 
Sor ail things have here a reference to the nature of ‘the universe ; 
while our legislator sheake some things wisely, and enigmatically 
and others under a decent allegory, but still exflains such things as 
required a direct explication filainly, and expressly. However, 
_ those that have c mind to know the reasons of every ching, may 
Jind here a very curious philosophical theory, which Inow indeed 
ehall wave the explication of, bug if God afford me time for it,* 
1 will set about writing it, after Ihave finished the present work. 
I shail now betake myself to one history before me, after I have 
τε: mensioned what Moses saya of the creation of the world, which 
I find described in the sacred books. 


® As to this intended work of -Josephus’s conceming the reasone 6f many of 
the Jewish laws and what philosophical or allegorical sense they would bear, 
the-loss of which work is by some of the learned cot much regretted, I am in- 
elinable in part to Fabricus’s opinion, ag. Havercamp, Ὁ. 63, 64. That ‘* we 
need not doubt but, among rome vain and frigid conjectures derived from Jew- 
ish imaginations, Josephus would have taught us a greater nnmber of excellent 
and ufeful things which perhaps nobody, neither among the Jews nor amon 
‘the Christians, can now inform us of ; so that I would jbive a great deal to 8 
‘3¢-<ti)l- extant.” 7 
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Of the Jewiss Measures of Lenotn. 


Iaches; Feet, Inches. 
Cubit, the standard, 21 ι, 9 
Zereth or large span, 1 ο θ 
Small span, 0 0 
Palm or hand’s breath, 391 0 0 
Ynch or thumb’s breadth, 1,16 0 ο 
Digit or finger’s breadth, - O75 0 ο 
Orgyia or fathom, 84 7 0 
Ezekiel’s Canch or reed, 126 10 6 
Arabian Cannah or pole, 168 16 0 
Schznus, line; or chain, 1680 140 0 
Sabbath days’ journey, 42000: 3500 ο 
Jewish rile, ᾿ 84000 7000 ο΄ 
Stadium or furlong, 8400: 709 9 
Parasang; 2352000’ 31000 4 
Of the Jgwiam Measures of Caraciry. 
Cob Enches, Biats or Pouns. 
Bath or Epha, 807 ,274 27 ,83 
Corus or Chomer, 8073 .%4 278 .8 
Seah or Saton, 269 ,091 " 9 ,266 
Ditto according to Josephus, 828 ,28; 28 ,3 
Hin, 134 ,54 4 4639 
Ditto according to Josephus, 414 ,12 14,3 
Omer or Assarony. 80 ,727 2,78 - 
Cab, _ 44 889 1 544 
Log, 11,31 89 
Metretes.or Syrian firkin, 207 7,125 
’ Of the Jewisn Weicuts and Corns. 
Stater, Silus, or shekel of the sanctuary, the © 25. 2. d. 
standard, Oo 2 6, 
Tyrian Coin, equal to the shekel, . Ὁ 2 6 
Bekah, half of the shekel, o 1 8 
Drachme Attica, one fourth, 0 0 78 
Drachma Alexandrina, or Darchmon, or . 
Adarchmon, one half, Oo 1 39 
Gersh, or Obolus, one twentieth, 0 9 it 


Maneh, Mnay—-100 shekels in weig ht—21900 
grains Troy, 
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SOB Sisters SEWER WEIGHTS. 
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τ ‘Maiich; Maa, or Mina, ὁ isa ‘coin,—60 shekels, 


Talent of silver,—-SO00 shekels; 
Drachma of gold net more than 
Shekel of gold not more than 
Daric of gold, 

‘Talent of gold not more than 


2. 4. d, 
7 10 0 
$75 0 0 
Oo 1 1 
0 4 4 
1 0 4 
648 O Ὁ 


TABLE of the JEWISH MONTHS in Fofephus, 
and others, with the Syromacedontan names Fofe- 
phus givesthem, and: thofe of the Fulian, or Roman, 

_ Months correfpondsng to them. 


Hebrew Names, Syromacedonian Names, 


(1) Nisan Xanthicus 

(2) Jyar Artemisius 

(3) Sivan Desius 

(4) Tamus Panemus 

(5) Ab Lous . 

(6) Elul Gorpizus 

(7) Tisri Hy perberetseus 


8) Marhesvan Dius . 
9) Casleu A ppellizeus 
(10) Tebeth Audinzus 
(11) Shebat Peritius 
12) Adar Dystrus 
) VeAdar,or - 
The second Adar, intercalated. 


Roman Names. 


March and April. 

April and May. 

May and June, 

June and July. 

July and August. 
August and September. 
September and October. 
October and November. 
November and December. 
December and January. 
January and February. 
February and March. 
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THE 


‘WORKS 


| - OF . 
FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS, 


THE ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 
08S Oe 
BOOK I. 


@ontaining the Interval of three thoufand cight hun. 
_ dred and thirtythree years. 


FROM THE CREATION TO THE DEATH OF ISAAC.} 
~~? © 166 Gane 


CHAP. I. a 
The Conftitution of the World, and the Difpoftion of the Elements, 


qx. ib the beginning God created the heaven and the 

earth. But when the earth did not come into fight, 
but was covered with thick darknefs, and a wind moved up- 
on its furface. God commanded that there fhould be a light ; 
and when that was made, he confidered the whole mafs, and 
Separated the light.and the darknefs ; and the name he gave to 
one was Night, and the other he called Day ; and he named 
the beginning of light and the time of reft, the Evening and 
the Morning. And this was indeed the frf? day. But Mofes 
faid it was one day ;- the caufe of which 1am able to give 
even now, but becaufe I have promifed to give fuch reafons 
for all thing. in a treatife by itlelf, I thall put off ‘its expofi- 
tion ullthat time. After this, on the fecond day, he placed 
the heaven over the whole world, and leparated it from the 
other parts, and he determined it fhould ftand by .itfelf. He 
alfo placed a criftalline (firmament) round it, and put it, to- 
gether in a manner agreeable to the earth, and fitted it for giv- 
ing moifture and rain, and for affording the advantage of 
a 2 the third day he appointed the dry land toappear, 

@L. e 
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with the fea itfelt round about it; and on the very fame day 


he made the plants and the feeds to {pring out of the earth. 
On the fourth day he adorned the heaven with the fun, the 
moon and the other ftars, and appointed them their motions 
and ¢ourfes, that the viciffitudes of the feafons might be clear- 
ly fignified. And on the fifth day he produce the living 
creatures, both thofe that fwim, and thofe thateJy ; the for- 
mer in the fea, the latter in the air : He alfo forted fhem as to 
fociety, and mixture for procreation, and that their kinds 
might increafe and multiply. On the fixth day he created 
the four-footed beafts, and made them male and female: On 
the fame day,be alfo formed man. Accordingly Mofes fays, 
that in 711} {ff days the world and all that 1s therein was made. 
And that the feventh day was a reft, anda releafe trom the 
labour of fuch operations ; whence it is that we celebrate a 
refi trom our labours on that day, and ealtit the Sabbath - 
which word denotes reff in the Hebrew tongue. 

2. Moreover Mofes, after the feventh day was over,* be- 
gins to talk philofophically ; and concerning the formation of 
man fa¥s thus, That God took duft from the ground, and for- 
med tman, and inferted in him a fpirit and afoul. This was 
called Adam, whichin the Hebrew tongue fignifies one that 


- is red, becaufe he was formed out of red earth compounded. 


together ; for of that kind is virgin and true earth. God alfo 
prefented the living creatures when he had made them, ac- 
cording to thetr kinds, both male and female, to Adam, and 
gave them thofe names by which they are {till called. But 
when. he faw that Adam had no female companion, no focie- 
ty, for there was no fuch created. and that he wondered at the 


other animals which were male and female, he laid him afleep, 


and took away onc of his ribs, and out of it formed the wo- 


-man; whereupon Adam knew her when fhe was brought to 


him, and acknowledged that fhe was made out of himfelf. 
Now a woman 1s called in the Hebrew tongue Fhe s but the 
name of this woman was Eve, which fignifies the Mother of alt 
Ἰυϊηρ. 

2. Mofes fays farther, that God planted a paradife in the eaf, 
flourifhing with all forts of trees; and that among them was. 


* Since Jofephus in his Preface, & 4, fays, That Mofes wrote fome things eniz- 
mattically, forme alleges ‘ally, and the reftin plain words, Gnce in his account of 
tHe {τ} chaptcr of Gerefig, and the three firft verfes of the focond. he gives us no 
biuts of any myflery at all ; but when he here comes to ver. 4. ὅς, he fays, that 
Moles, after the feventh day was over, began to talk philefophiially, it is not νος 
ty improbable that he underftood the τοῦ of the fecond and the third chapters in 
some entgmet:t/, orallesorical, or philofophical {ente. The change of the name 
of God juft at this place, from Flohim to fehovah Elohim ; from Cod to Lord Ged, 
i the Hebrew, Samaritan, and Septuagint, does alfo nota little favour fome fuch 
ehanze in the narration or conftru€tion, 

t+ We may obterve here. that Jolephus fuppofed man to be compounded ef 
Anirit. foul, and body, with St. Paul, 1 Theff. v. 99. and the reft of the ancients ; 
He elfewhere ays allo, Thatthe blood of animals was forbidden to be eaten, as 
having in it foul and fpirit, Antiq. B. 111. chap. xi. § 2. 
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the Tree of life, and another of Knowledse, whereby was to 
be known what was good and evil: And that when he brought 
Adam and his wife into this garden, he commanded them to 
take care of the plants. Now the garden was waiered by *one 
river, which ran round about the whole earth, and was part. 
ed into four parts. And Phifon, which denotes a multitude, 
running into India, makes its exit into the fea, and is by the 
Greeks called Ganges, Euphrates alio, as well as Tigris, goes 
down into the tRed Sea. Now the name kuphrates, or Phiath, 
denotes either a d./perfion, or a flower: By Tigris or Diglath, 
as fignified what 1s /wift, with narrownefs ; and Geon runs 
through Egypt, and denotes what ari/es from the eaft, which 
the Greeks call Nile. 

4. God theretore commanded that Adam and his wife fhould 


eat of all the reft ot the plants, but to abitain trom the évee of 


knowledge ; and foretold to them, that if they touched it, at 
would prove their deftruttion. But while all the living crea- 
tures had fone language at that time the ferpent, which then 
dived together with Adam and his wite, fhewed an envious 
difpofition, at his {uppotfal of their-living happily, and in o- 
bedience to the commands of God; and imagining, that 
when they difobeyed them, they would fall into calamitics, he 
perfuaded the woman, out of a malicious intention, to tafte of 


* Whence this ftrange notion came, which yet is not peculiar to Jofephus, but, 
as Dr. Hudfon fays here, is derived trom older authors, as it four of th: great- 
eft rivers in the world, running two of them at ναὶ diftances from the other two, 
by ‘ome means or other watered paradile, is hard to fay. Only fince Jolephus has 
already appeared to allegurife this hiftory, and takes notice that thele four names 
had a particular fignification ; Phiton tor Gan ες, a Mu/titude ; Phrath for Euphra- 
tes, esther a Ls/perfon or a Flower ; Diglath for Tigris, what is fewift, with nar- 
rownefs ; and Geon for Nile, whut arifes from the κα , we perhaps mitake him 
when we fuppote he literally means thole four rivers ; elpecially as to Geon, or 
Nile, which arifes from the Lajl, while he very well knew the literal Nile ar:/es 

Sve the South ; though what farther allegorical fenle he had in view, is now, I 
fear, impoflible to be determined. 

t By the Red Sea is not here meant the Arabian Gulph, which alone we now 
tall by that name, but all that South Sea, which included the Ked Sea, and the 
Periian Guiph, as far as the Eafk Indies ; as Kcland and Hudion here truly note, 
from the old geographers, 

+ Hence it appears, that Jofephus thought feveral, at leaft, of the brute animals, 
pasticularly the serpent, could {peak betore the Fail. And I think few of the 
more perte& kinds of thofe animals want the organs of tpecch at this day. Many 
inducements there ar. alfo toa notion, that the preient ftate they are in is not their 
ofiginal ftate; and that their capacities have been once much gicater than we now ice 
them, and are capable of being reftored to their former condition, But as to this 
mott ancient, and authe: tic, and probably allegorical account of that grand affair of 
the tall of our firft parents, I have fomewhat more to fay in way of conjc@ure, but 
being only aconjetture, I omit it: Only thus far, that the imputation of the fin of 
our firit perents tu their pofterity, any further than as tome way the cause or occa~ 
fion of man’s mortality, ieems almoft entirely groundlefs ; and that both man and 
ahe other tubordinate creatures, are hereafter to be delivered trom the curfe thea 
brought upon them, and at lait te be dclzvered from that bondage of corruption, 
Mom. viii. 19—23. 


- 
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the tree of knowledge, telling them, that in that tree was the 
knowledge of good and evil ; which knowledge, when they 
Should obtain, they would lead an happy lite, nay a life not in- 
ferior to that of a god : By which means he overcame the wo- 
man, and perfuaded her to defpife the command οἱ God. 
Now when fhe had tafted of that tree, and was pleafed with its 
fruit, fhe per'uaded Adam to make ule of it allio. Upon this 
they perceived that they were become naked to one another ; 
and being afhamed,thus to appear abroad, they invented fome- 
what to cover them ; for the tree fharpened their underftand- 
ang ; and they covered themfelves with fig-leaves ; and tying 
thefe before them, out of modefty, they thought they were 
happier than they were belore, as they had dilcovered what 
they were in wanto. But when God came into the garden, 
Adam, who was wont before to come and converfe with him, 
being con{cious of his wicked: behaviour, went out of the 
way. This behaviour furprifed God ; and he afked what was 
the caufe of this his procedure ; and why he that before de- 
lighted in that converiation, did now fly from it, and avoid 
at? -When he made no reply, as con{cious to himfelf that he 
had tranfgreffed the command of God, God faid, ** I had be- 
** fore determined about you both, how you mightiead an hap- 
δε py life, without any affli€tion, and care, and vexation of 
** foul ; and that all things which might contribute to your 
““ enjoyment and pleafure fhould grow up by my providence, 
** of their own accord, without your own labour and pains- 
** taking ; which flate of labour and pains-taking would foon 
** bring on old age, and death would not be at any remote 
- * diftance: But now thou haft abufed this my good will, and 
** haft dJobeyed my commands; for thy filence 1s not-the 
“* fign of thy virtue, but of thy evil-con{cience.” However, 
Adam excuied his fin, and he intreated God not to be angry 
at him, and laid the blame of what was done upon his wite ; 
and faid, that he was deceived by her, and thence became an 
offender ; while fhe again accufed the ferpent. But God al- 
lotted him punifhment, becaufe he weakly fubmitted to the 
counfel of his wife ; and faid, the ground fhould not, hence- 
forth yield its fruit of its own accord, but that when it fhould 
be harraffed by their labour, it fhould bring forth fome of its 
fruits and refufe to bring forth others. He alfo made Evelia- 
ble to the inconveniency of breeding, and the fharp pains of 
bringing forth children, and this becaufe fhe perfuaded Adam 
with the fame arguments wherewith the ferpent had perfuaded 
her, and had thereby brought him into a calamitous condition. 
He alfo deprived the ferpent of {peech, out of indignation at 
his malicious difpofition towards Adam. SBefides this, he in- 
ferted poifon under his tongue, and made him an enemy to 

en; and fuggefted to them that they -fhould direé their 
Hrokes againft his head, that being the place wherein lay his 
mifchievous defigns towards men, and it being eafieft to take 
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vengeance on him that way : And when he had deprived him 
of the ufe of his feet, he made him to go rolling all along, and 
dragging himfelf upon the ground. Rnd when God had ap- 
pointedthefe penalties for them, he removed Adam and Eve 
eut of the garden into another place, 


CHAP. I. 


Concerning the Poflerity of Adam, and the Ten Generations from 
im to the Deluge. 


§ 3. DAM ‘and Eve had two fons ; the elder of them was 
named Cain. which name, when it 18 interpreted, 
fignifies ὦ {4 ]εδοπ. The younger was Abel, which fignifies 
Jorrow. hey had alfo daughters. Now the two brethren 
were pleafed with different couries οἱ life; for Abel, the 
younger, was a lover of righteoufnefs, and believing that God 
was prefent at all his aflions, he excelled in virtue ; and his 
employment was that of a fhepherd. But Cain was not only 
very wicked in other refpefis, but was wholly intent upon get- 
ting ; and he firft contrived to plough the ground. He flew his 
brother on the occafion following : They had refolved to fa- 
crifice to God. Now Cain brought the truits of the earth, and 
of his hufbandry ; but Abel brought milk, and the firft truits 
of his flocks ; but *God was more delighted with the latter ob- . 
Jation, when he was honoured with what grew naturally ot its. 
own accord, than he was with what was the invention ot a co- 
vetous man, and gotten by forcing the ground ; whence it 
was that Cain was very angry that Abel was preferred by God 
before him, and he flew his brother and hid his dead body, . 
thinking to efcape difcovery. But God, knowing what had 
been done, came to Cain, and afked him, What was become 
of his brother? Becaufe he had not feen him of many days, 
whereas he ufed to obferve them converfigg together at other 
times, Byt Cain was in doubt with Mimfelf, and knew not 
what anfwer to give to God. At firft he faid, that he was him- 
felt ata lofs about his brother’s difappearing ; but when he was 
provoked by God, who preffed him vehemently, as refolving 
to know what the matter was, he replied, He was not his 
brother's guardian or keeper, nor was he an obferver of what 
he did. But in return God convi&ted Cain, as having been 
the murderer of his brother ; and faid, “" I wonder at thee, that 
“* thou knoweft not what is become of a man ‘whom thou thy- 


* St. John’s account of the reafon why God accepted the facrifice of Abel, and 
sejetted that of Cain ς. as alfo why Cain flew Abel, on account of that his accep- 
tance with God, is much better than this of Jofephus’s: I mean, becauie “+ Caia 
‘+ was of the evil one, and flew his brother.” And ‘ whercfore flew he him? 
«< Becanie his own works were evil, and his brother’s righteous.” 1 John iii, 19. 
Jjofephus’s reafoa feems to be πὸ berter than a Pharilaical netion er tradition, 
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felf haft deftroyed.” God therefore did notinfli& the punifh- 
ment (of death) upon him, on account of his offering facri- 
fice, and thereby making fupplication to him not to be extreme 
in his wrath to him, but he made him accurfed, and threaten- 
ed his pofterity in the feventh generatipn. _ He alfo caft him, 


_ together with his wife, out of that land. And when he was a- 


fraid, that in wandering about, he fhould fall among wild 
beafts, and by that means perilh, God bid him not to entertain 


fuch a melancholy {afpicion, and to go over all the earth 


without fear of what milchief he might fuffer from wild beats ; 
and fetting a mark upon him, that he might be known, he com- 
manded him to depart. 
2. And when Cain had travelled over many countries, he, 
with his wife, built a city, named Nod, which is a place fo 
called, and there he fettled his abode ; where alfo he had chil- 
dren. However, he did not accept of his punifhment in or 
der to amendment, but to increafe his wickednefs, for he on- 
ly aimed to procure every thing that was for his own bodily 
sleafure, though it obliged him to be injurious to his neigh- 
ours. He augmented his houfehold fubftance with much | 
wealth, by rapine and violence ; he excited his acquaintance 
to procure pleafures and fpoils, by robbery, and became a 
great leader of men into wicked courfes. He alfo introduc- 
ed a change in that way of fimplicity wherein men lived be- 
fore ; and was the author οἵ meafures and weights. And 


~whercas they lived innocently and generoufly while they 


knew nothing of fuch arts, he changed the world into cunning 
craftinefs. Ἧς firft of all fet boundaries about lands ; he built 
acity, and fortified it with walls, and he compelicd his fami- 
ly to come together to it; and called that city Enoch, after 
the name of his eldeft fon Enoch. Now Jared was the fon of E- 
noch; whole ton was Malaliel; whofe fon was Mathufela; 
whofe fon was Lamech ; who had feventy-feven children by 
two wives, Silla and Ada. Ofthofe childrenby Ada, one was 

abal ; he erettedXegts, and loved the life of a fhepherd. But 

ubal, who was born of the fame mother with him, exercifed 

imfelf in * mulick; and invented the pfaltery and harp. 
But Tubal, one ot -his children by the other wife, exceeded all 
men in ftrength, and was very expert and famous 1n martial per- 
formances. He procured what tended to pleafures of the body 
by that method ; and firft of all invented the art of making 
brafs. Lamech was alfo the father of a daughter, whofe name 
was Naamah; and becaufe he was fo flill ful in matters of di- 
vine revelation, that he knew he was to be punifhed for Cain’s 
murder of his brother, he made that known to his wives. Nay 
even while Adam was alive, it came to pafs, that the pofterity 
of Cain became exceeding wicked, every one fucceflively 


* From this Jubal, not improbably, came*fobe/, the trumpet of Fobel, or Fubim 
lee, that large and loud and muScz) inftrament, ufed in proclaiming the liberty at 
the Year of Jubilee. . 
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dying one after another, more wicked thanthe former. They 
were intolerable in war, and vehement in robberies; and if 
any one were flow to murder people, yet was he bold in his 
profligate behaviour, in afting unjuflly, and domg injuries 

r gain. 

3. Now Adam, who was the firft man, and made out of the 
earth (for our difcourfe muft now be about him) after Abel 
was flain, and Cain fled away, on account of his murder, 
was folicitous for pofterity, and had a vehement defire of chil- 
dren, he being two hundred and thirty years old ; after which 
time he lived other feven hundred, and then died. He had 
indeed * many other children, but Seth in particular. As for 
the reft it would be tedious to name them ; I will therefore on- 

endeavour to give an account of thofe that proceeded from 

eth. Now this Seth, when he was brought up, and came to 
thofe years in which he could difcern what was good, he be- 
€ame a virtuous man ; and as he was himfelf of an excellent 
character, lo didhe leave + children behind him, who imitat- 
ed his virtues. All thefe proved to be of good difpofitions. 
They alfo inhabited the fame country without diffentions, and 
in an happy condition, without any misfortunes falling upon 
them, till they died. They alfo were the inventors of that pe- 
culiar fort of wifdom Which is concerned with the heavenly 
bodies, and their order. And that their inventions might not 
be loft before they were fufficiently known, upon Adam’s 
prediétion that the world was to be deftroyed’ at one time by 
the force of Are, and at. another time by the violence and 
uantity of water, they made {two pillars ; the one οἱ brick, 
other of ftone ; they inferbed their difcoveries on them 
both, thatin cafe,the pillar of brick fhould be deftroyed b 
the flood, the pillar οἵ ftone might remain, and exhibit thofe 
difcoveries tomankind ; and alfo intorm them that there was 
another pillar of brick eref&tedby them. Now this remains in 
the land of Sinad to this day. 


Φ 

5. The number of Adam's children, as {ays the old tradition, was thirty-three 
fons, and twentythree daughters. 

+ What is here {aid of Seth and his pofterity, that they were very good and vir- 
tuous, and at the fame time very happy, without any confiderab'e misfortunes, for 
feven generations [fee ch. ii. ὴ 1, before, and ch. iti. § 1. hereafter,}] is exaéti 
agreeable to the ftate of the world, and the condu& of providence, in all the frit 
ages. 
᾿ $ Of Jofephus’s miftake here, whea he took Seth the fon of Adam, for Seth cr 
Sefofiris, King of Egypt, the ereftor of thefe pillars in the land of Siried, fee Effay 
on the Old Teftament, Appendix, p. 159 160. Although the main of this relation 
might be true; and Adam might forctel a Conflagrat‘on and a Delwgs, which ail 
antiquity witneffes to be an ancicnt tradition ; nay, Seth's pofterity might engrave 
their inventions in aftronomy on two fuch pillars, yt it is no way credible that 
they could furvive the deluge, which has buried all {uch pillars and edifices far. 
wader groand, in the fediment of its waters, e‘pecially fince the like pillars of the 
Egyptian Seth or Sefoftris were extant, after the food, in the land of Siriad, and 
perlaps im the days of Jofephus alfo, as is fhown in the place here refcrred to. 


6 ANTIQUITIRS OF THE JEWS. {Book L. 


CHAP. IIt.. 


Concerning the Flood ; and after what Manner Noah was faved 
tn the Ark, unth his Kindred, and afterwards dwelt in the 
plain of Shinar. 


§ 1. No, this pofterity of Seth continued to efteem God 
as the Lord of the univerfe, and to have an entire 
regard to virtue, tor feven generations ; but in procefs of 
time they were perverted, and forfook the pra@ices of their 
forefathers, and did neither pay thofe honours to God which 
were appointed them, nor had they any concern to do juftice 
towards men, but for what degree of zeal they had formerly 
fhown for virtue, they now fhowed by their a@tions a double 
degree of wickednefs; whereby they made God to be their 
enemy. For many * Angels of God accompanied with wo- 
men, and begat fons that proved unjuft, and defpifers of all 
that was good, on account of the confidence they had in their 
own ftrength ; for the tradition is, that thefe men did what re- 
fembled the afts of thofe whom the Grecians call Grants. But 
Noah was very uneafy at what they did; and being difpleafed 
at their condu€, perfuaded them to change their difpofitions, 
and their afts, for the better : But feeing they did not yieldto 
him, but were flaves to their wicked pleafures, he was afraid 
they would kill him, together with his wife and children, and 
thofe they had married ; fo he departed out of that land. 
2. Now God loved this man for his righteoufnefs: Yet he 
not only condemned thofe other men tor their wickednefs but 
determined to deftroy the whole race of mankind, and to make 


another race that fhould be pure from wickednefs, and cut- _ 


ting fhort their lives, and making their yous not {0 many as 
they formerly lived, but + one hundred and twenty only, he 
turned the dry land into fea; and thus were all thefe men de- 
ftroyed. But Noah alone was faved ; for God fuggefted to 
him the foHowing contrivance and way of efcape ; that he 
fhould make an Ark of four ftories high, three hundred tcu- 


® This notion, that the fallen angels were, in fome fenfe, the fathers of the old 
Giants, was the conftant opinion of antiquity. | 

+ Jofephus here fuppofes, that the life of thefe Giants, for of them only do [ 
underitand him, was now reduced to 190 years ; which is confirmed by the frag- 
ment of Enoch, § 10, in Authent. Ric. Part I. p 268. For as ἢ» the reft of man. 
kind, Jofephus himfelf confeffes their lives were much longer then 120 years, for 
many generations after the flood, as we fhall {ee prefently ς and he favs they were 
gradually fhortened till the days of Mofes, and then fixed (ἴοι fome time) at 120, 
Chap. vi.§ 5. Nor indeed need we tuppofe, that either Enoch or Jofephus meant 
to interpret thefe 120 years for the life of men before the flood, to be different from 
the 120 years of God’s patience (perbaps while the ark was preparing), till the del. 
uge ; which I take to be the meaning of God, when he threatened this wicked world, 
that if they fo long continued imp-nitent, their days βιφω be no more Uhan 120 years, 

¢ A cubit is about δι Englifh inches, 


? 
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bits long, fifty cubits broad, and thirty cubits high. Accord- 
ingly he entered into that Ark, and his wife and fons, and 
their wives ; and put into it not only other jrovifions, to 
fupport their wants there, but alfo fent in with the reft, all 
forts of living creatures, the male and his female, for the 
prefervation of their kinds ; and ‘others of them by fevens. 

- Ow this ark had firm walls, and a roof, and was braced with 
crofs beams, fo that it could not be any way drowned, or o- 
verborn by the violence of the water. And thus was No- 
ah, with his family, preferved. Now he was the tenth ‘rom 
Adam, as being the fon οἵ Lamech ; whofe father was Mathu- 
fafa. He was the fon of Enoch, the fon of Jared ; and Jared 
was the fon of Mahaleel, who, with many of his fifters, were 
the children of Cain, the fon οἱ Enos. Now Enos was the 
fon of Seth, the fon of Adam. 

-3. This calamity happened in the fix hundredth year of 
Noah’s government (age), in the *fecond month, called by 
the Macedonians Divs, but by the Hebrews, Marhefven; 
for fo did they order their year in Fgypt. But Mofes ap- 
pointed that Ni/an, whichis the fame with Xanthicus, fllould 
be the firft month, for their feftivals, becaufe he brought 
them out of Egypt in that month. So that this month be- 

an the year, as to all the folemnities they obferved to the 

onour of God, although he preferved the original order of 
the months, as to felling and buying, and other ordinary af- 
fairs. Now he fays, that this flood began on the twenty- 
feventh ({cventeenth) day of the forementioned month; and 
this was two thoufand fix hundred and fifty-fix (one thou- 
fand five hundred and fifty-fix years) from Adam the firft 
man; and the time ts written down in our facred books, 
thofet who then lived having noted down, with great accu- 
racy, both the births and deaths of illuftrious men. 

4. For indeed Seth was born when Adam was in his two 
hundred and thirtieth year, who lived nine hundred and 
thirty years. Seth begat Enoch in his two hundred and 
fifth year; ‘who, when he had lived nine hundred and 
twelve years, delivered the government to Cain his fon, 
whom he had at his hundred and ninetieth year. He lived 
nine hundrefl and five years. Cainan, when he had lived 


8 Jofephus here truly determines, that the year at the flood began about the Au- 
tamnal Equinox ; as to what day of the mionth the flood began, our Hebrew and 
Samaritan, and perhaps Jcfephus’s own copy, more rightly placed it on the 17th 
day, inftead of the 27th, as here; for Jolephus agrees with them as to the dittance 
of 150 days, to the 17th day of the feveuth month, as Gen. vii, ult. with viii. 4. 

+ Jofephus here takes notice, that thefe ancient genealogies were firft fet down 
by th-fe that then lived, and from them were tran{mitted down to pofterity ; 
which I fuppote to be the true account of the matter. For there is no reafonto im- 
azine that men were not faught to read and write foon after they were taucht to 
freak ; and perhaps all by the Mefiah himfelf, who, under the Father, was the 
Creator or Governor of mankind, and who frequently, in thole early days appear- 
ed to them. 


VoL.1. ς 
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nine hundred and ten years, had his fon Malaleel, who was 
born in his hundred and feventieth year. This Malaleet 
having lived five hundred and ninety-five years, died, leav- 
ing his fon Jared, whom he begat when he was at his hun- 
dred and fixty-fifth year. Helived nine hundred and fixty- ' 
two years ; and then his fon Enoch jucceeded him, who 
“was born when his father was one hundred and fixty-two 
years old. Now he, when he had lived three hundred and 
fixty-five years, departed, ard went to God ; whence it is 
that they have not written down his death. Now Mathufala, 
the fon of Enoch, who was born to him when he was one hun- 
dred and fixty-five years old, had Lamech for his fon, when. 
he wa_ one hundred and eightv-feven years of age; to whom 
he delivered the government, when he had retained it nine 
hundred and fixty-nine years. Now Lamech, when he had 
governed feven hundred and feventy-feven years, appointed 
oah his fon to be ruler of the people, who was born to La- 
mech when he was one hundred and eighty-two years old, 
and retained the government nine hundred and fifty years. 
Thefe years collecied together, make up the fum before fet 
down. But let no one enquire into the deaths of thefe men ; 
for they extended their lives along together with their chils 
dren and grand children, but let him have regard to their 
births only. 
5. When God gave the fignal, and it began to rain, the 
water poured down torty entire days, till it became fifteew 
cubits higher than the earth; which was the reafon why 
there were no greater number preferved, fince they had ne 
lace to fly to. When the rain cealed, the water did but juft 
egin to abate, after one hundred and fifty days, that is, on the 
feventeenth day of the feventh. month, it then ceafing to fub- 
fide ἰοῦ ἃ little while. After this the Ark refted on the top of 
a certain mountain in Armenia; which, when Noah under- 
flood, he opened it, and feeing a {mall piece of land about it, 
he continued quiet, and conceived fume eheerful hopes ot de- 
liverance. But a few days afterward, when the water was de- 
creafed to a greater degree, he fent outa raven,.as defirous to 
Jearn whether any other part of the earth were left dry by the 
water, and whether he might go out of the Ark*with fafety ; 
but the raven returned not. And after feven days he fent out 
a dove, to know the fate of the ground, which came back tw 
him covered with mud, and bringing an elive-branch. Here- 
by Noah learned, that the earth was become clear ot the flood. 
So after he had flayed feven more days, he fent the living 
creatures out of the Ark ; and both he and his family went 
out, when he alfo facrificed to God, and feafted with his come 
panions. However the Armenians call this place * As- 


* This AwiGarheov, oF place of defcent, is the proper rendering of the Armen. 
tan name of this yerycity. Itiscalledin Ptolemy Naxuana, and by Mofes Cher- 
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Sarieos, the Place of Defcent ; for the ark beine faved in that 
place, its remains are {howed there by the inhabitants to this 


6. Now allthe writers of Barbarian hiftories make mention 
of this flood, and of this ark ; among whom is Berofus the 
Chaldean ; for when he was deicribing the cucumftances of 
the flood, he goeson thus: “ It is faid there 1s {till fome part 
** of this fhip in Armenia, at the mountain of the Cordy zans; 
** and that fome people carry off pieces οἵ the bitumen, which 
** they take away and ule chiefly as amulets for the averting of 
“ milchieis.” Hieronymus the Egy ptian alio, who wrote the 
Phenician antiquities, and Mnafeas, and ag:eat many more, 
make mention o. the fan.e. Nay, Nicolaus οἱ Daima‘cus, in 
his ninety-fixth boak, hath a particular relation ahout them ; 
where he fpeaksthus ; δ“ Thereis a great mountain in Arme- 
** mia, over Minyas, called Baris, upon which it is reported, 
“ that many who fled at the time of the deluge were faved ; 
** an:i that one who was carried in an Ark came on (hore upor 
““ the topo it, and that the remains of the timber were a great 
** while preferved ; this might be the man about whom Mofes 
** the legiflator of the Jews wrote.” 

ἡ. But as tor Noah, he was afraid, fince God had determin- 
ed to deftroy mankind, left he {hould drown the earth every 
year; fo he offered burnt offerings, and befought God that 
nature might hereafter go on in its former orderly courfe, and 
that he would not bring on fo great a judgment any more, by 
which the whole race o! creatures might be in danger of de- 
ftruction ; but that having now punithed the wicked, he would 
of his goudnefs fpare the remainder, and fuch as he had hith- 
erto judged fit to be delivered from fo'fevere a calamity, for 
that otherwife thefe laft muft be more milerable than the firft, 
and that they muft be condemned to a worfe condition than 
the others, untlefs they be fuffered to efcape entirely ; that is, 
if they be referved for another deluge, while they muft be at- 
flicied with the terror and the fight of the firft dcluge, and 
muit alfo be deftroyed by a fecond. He alfo entreated God 
to accept of his facrifice, and to grant, that the earth might 
never again undergo the like effetts of his wrath ; that men 
might be permitted to goon cheertully in cultivating the fame 3 
to build cities and live happily in them ; and that they might 


enenfis, the Armenian hiftory, /d/heuan ; but atthe place itfelf, Nachiihenan, which 
Ggniiies the Arf place of defcent ; and is a laiting monument of the prefervation of | 
Noah in ehe Ark, upon the top of that mountain, at whole foot it was built, as the 
firft city or town after the flood. See Antig. Book XX. Chap. ii. § 3. Vol. 11. 
and Mofes Chorenenfis, who alfo fays elfewhere, -hat another town was related 
tradition to have beea calied Sevon, or the piace af i1/perfon, on account of the dif- 
ptriien of Asiuthrus’s or Noah’s fous, fiom thence firlt made. Whether any τὸς 
maias of this ark be ftill preierved, as the people of the country fappole, EF cannet 
eerteinly tell. Μομί, Turntor had vot very «ing fincc a mind to ‘tee the place 
hiraiclf. but met with too great dangers and difficusties to venture through them. 


20 ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. ‘*[Book I. 


not be deprived of any of thefe good things which they en- 

joyed betore the flood ; but migin attain to the like length of 

days and old age, which the ancient people had arrived at be- 
ore. 

8. When Noah had made thefe fupplications, God, who 
loved the man for his righteoufnels, granted entire fuccefs to 
his prayers ; and faid, Thatit was not he who brought the 
deftru€tion on a polluted world, but that they underwent: that 
vengtance on accouut of their own wickednefs ; and that he 
had not brought men into the world, if he had himlelf deter- 
mined to deftroy them, it being an inftance of greater wifdom 
not to have granted them life at all, than after it was granted 
to procure their deftruttion ; but the injuries, faid he, they 
offered to my holinefs and virtue, forced meto bring this pun- 
ihment upon them. But I will leave off tor the time to come 
to require fuch punifhments, the effetts of fo great wrath, for 
their tufure wicked attions, and e{pecially on account of thy 
prayers. But if I thall atany time fend tempefts of rain in an 
extraordinary manner, be not affrighted at the largenefs of the 
fhowers, for the waters fhall no more overfpread the earth. 
However I require you to abftain from fhedding the blood of 
men, and to keep yourfelves pure trom murder; and to pun- 
ifh thofe that cammit any fuch thing. I permit you to make 
ufe of all the other living creatures at your pleafure, and as 
your appetites lead you; tor I have made you lords of them 
afl, both of thofe that walk onthe land, and thofe that {wim 
in the waters, and of thofe that fly in the regions of the air on 
high, excepting their blood, for therein is the life. But I will 
give you a fign that I have Ictt off my anger, by my bow, 
(whereby is meant the rainbow, for they determined that the 
rainbow was the bow οἵ God). And when God had faid and 
promifed thus, he went away. 


g. Now when Noah had lived three hundred and fifty years 


afier the flood, and that all thattimeshappily, he dicd, having 
lived the number of nine hundred and fitty. years. But letno 
one upon comparing the lives of the ancients with our lives, 
and withthe few years which we now live, think, that what 
we have faid of them is talfe ; or make the fhortnefs of our lives 
at prefent an argument, that neither did they attain to fo long 
a duration of lite, for thofe ancients were beloved of God, and 
(lately) made by God himfelf; and becaufe their..food was 
then biter for the prolongation of life, might well live fo 

reat a number of years: Andbelides, God afforded them a 
onger time of life on account of their virtue, and the gbod 
ufe they made of it in aftronomical and geometrical difcove- 
ries, which would not have afforded the time tor foretelling 
(the periods of the ftars) unlefs they had lived fix hundred 
years ; for the Great Year is completed in that interval. Now 

have for witneffes to what I have faid, all thofe that have 
written antiquities, both among the Greeks and Barbarians : 
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For even Manetho who wrote the Egy ptian hiftory, and Bero- 
fus, who collefted the Chaldean monuments, and Mochus, 
and Heftizus, and befidesthefe, Hieronymus the Egyptian, 
and that thofe compofed the Phenician hiftory, agree to what 
I here fay : Hefiod alfo, and Hecatzus and Hellanicus, and 
Acufilaus ; and befides thefe, Ephorus and Nicolaus relate, 
that the ancients lived a thoufand years. But as to thefe mat- 
ters, let every one look upon them as they think fit. 


CHAP. IV. 
Concerning the Tower of Babylon, and the confufon of Tongues. 


41. OW the fons of Noah werethree, Shem, and fa- 
phe, and Ham, born one hundred years betore the 

deluge. Thefe firft of all defcended from the mountains into 
the plains, and fixed their habitation there ; and perfuaded 
others who were greatly afraid of the lower grounds on ac- 
count of the flood, and fo were very loth to come down from 
their higher places, to venture to follow their examples. Now 
the plain in which they firft dwelt was called Shinar. Godal- 
{o commanded them to fend colonies abroad, éor the thorough- 
peopling of the earth, that they. might not saife feditions a- 
_ mong themlelves, but might cultivatea great part of the earth, - 
and enjoy its fruits after δ΄ plentiful manner. But they were 
fo ill inftru&ed that they did not obey God; for which reafon 
they fell into calainities, and were made fenfible by experi- 
ence, of what fin they had been guilty : For when they flour- 
‘ifhed with a numerous youth, God admonifhed them again to 
fend out colonies; but they imagining that the profperity 
they enjoyed was not derived from the favour of God, but 
fuppofing that their own power was the proper cau‘e of the 
plentiful condition they were in, did notobey him. Nay, they 

- added to this their difobedience to the divine will, the fulpicion 
that they were therefore ordered to fend out feparate colonies, 
that being divided afunder, they might the more eafily be op- 
preffed. 
2. Now it was Nimrod who excited them ta fuch an affront 
and contempt of God. He was the grandfon οἱ Ham, the fon 
of Noah, a bold man, and of great ftrength of hand. He per- 
fuaded them not to afcribe it to‘God, as if it was through his 
‘means they were happy, but to believe that it was their own 
courage which procured that happinefs. He alfo gradually 
changed the government into tyranny, feeing no other way of 
turning men from the fear of God, but to bring them into a 
‘conffant dependence upon his power. He δ᾽ ο faid, ** He 
** would be revenged on God, if he fhonld have a mind to- 
“ drown the world again; for that he would build a tower toe 
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“‘ high for the waters to be able to reach; and that he would 
as avenge himfelf on God for deftroying their foretathers.”’ 

3 Now the multitude were very ready to tollow the deter- 
mination of Nimrad, and to efteem it a piece ot cowardi-e to 
fubmit to God ; and they built a tower, neither {paring any 
pains, nor being in any degree negl'gent about the work ; 
And, by reafon οἱ the multitude of hands employed in tt, πὶ 
grew very high, fooner than any one could expett ; but the 
thicknefs of it «as fo great, and it was fo flrongly built, that 
there'y its great heiglit {eemed, upon the view, to be le!s than 
at really was. It was built of burnt brick, -emented together 
with mortar, made of $1tumen, that it might not be liable to ad- 
mit water. When God faw that they a'ted !o madly, he did 
not refolve to deftroy them utterly, fince they were not grown 
wifer by the deftruttion of the former fnners, but he caufed — 
a tumult among them, by produ ing in them diverfe langua- 
ges, and cauling, that through the multitude of thole langua- 
ges, they {hould not be able to underftand one another. The 
place wherein they burlt the tower, is now called Babylon, bee 
caufe of the confufion of that language which they readil 
underftood before; for the Hebrews mean by the word Babel, 
Conjufion. The Sibyl alio makes mention of this tower, and 
of the confufion of the language, when fhe fays thus: “ When 
‘* all men were of one language, fome of them built an high 
tower, as it they would thereby a‘cend up to heaven, but 
the gods fent ftorms of wind and overthrew the tower, and 
gave every one his peculiar language ; and for this reafon 
it was that the city was called Babylon " But as to the plain 
of Shinar, in the country of Babylonia, Heftizus mentions it, 
when he fays thus: “ Such of the. priefts as were faved, 
“* took the facred veffels of Jupiter Enyalius, and came to 
‘** Shinar of Babylonia.” 


* 


CHAP. V. 


After ahat manner the Poflerity of Noak [ent out Colonies, 
and inkalited the whole Earth. 


§ 1. AFTER this they were difperfed abroad; on account 

of their languages, and went out by colonies every 
where ; and each colony took poffeffion of that land which 
they hght upon, and unto which God led them, fo that the 
whole continent was filled: with them, both the injand and 
maritime countries. There were fome alfo who paffed over 
the feain fhips, and inhabited the iflands. And fome of thofe 
nations do ftill retain the denominations which were given 
them by their firft founders ; but fome have loft them ‘alfo, 
and fome have only admitted certain changes in them, that 
they might be the more intelligible to the inhabitants. And 
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they were the Greeks who became the authors of fuch muta- 
tions. For when in after ages they grew potent, they claim- 
ed tothem/elves the glory of antiquity ; giving names to the 
mations that founded well (in Greek} that they might be better 
underftood among themfelves ; and \etting agreeable forms of 
government over them, as if they were a people derived trom 


mielves. 
CHAP. VI. 
How every Nation was denominated from thar firft 
enhabiiants. 


§ 1. New they were the grand-children of Noah, in ho- 
nour of whom names were impofed on the nations 
by thofe that firft feized upon him. Japhet, the fon of Noah, 
had feven fons. They inhabited fo, that beginning at the 
mountains Taurus and Amanus, the proceeded along Afi, 
as far as the river Tanais, and along Europe to Cadiz; and 
fettling them!elves on the lands they light upon, which none 
had inhabited before, they called the nations by their own 
names. For Gomer founded thoie whom the Greeks now 
call Galatians (Galls) but were then called Gomerites. Ma- 
gog founded thofe that from Him were named Magogites, but 
who are by the Greeks called Scythians. Now asto Javan 
and Madai, the fons of Japhet ; trom Madia came the Made- 
ans, which are called odes by the Greeks ; but from Javan 
Jonia, and all the Grecians, are derived. Thobel founde 
the Thobelites, which are now called [beres, and the Mofo- 
cheni were founded by Mofoch ; now they are Cappadocians. 
There is alfo a mark of their ancient denomination ftill to be 
fhewed ; for there is even now among them a city called Ma- 
zata, which may inform thofe that are able to underftand, thit 
fo was the entire nation once called. Thiras alfo called thofe 
whom he ruled over Thirafans ; but the Greeks changed the 
? mame into /kracians. And fo many were the countries that 


¥ 


had the children of paphet for their inhabitants. Ofthe three . 


“ fons of Gomer, Afchanaz founded the Afchanafians, who are 
now called by the Grecks Rhegtmans. So did Riphath found 
‘the Ripheans, now called Paphlagonians ; and Thrugramma 
the Thrugrammeans, who, as the Greeks refolved, were na- 
med Phrygians. Of the three fons of Javan alfo, the fon of 
Japhet, ΠΑ gave name to the Elifians, who were his fub- 

etts ; they are now the Aolians. Tharfus to the Tharfians ; 
tor fo was Cilicia of old called; the fign of which is this, that 
the nobleft city they have, and a metropolis alfo, is Tarfus, 
the Taz being the change put forthe Theta. Cethimus pol- 
feffed the ifland Cethima ; itis πρὶν called Cyprus ; and from 


that it is that all iflands, and the greateft part of the fea coalts, - 
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are named Cethim by thé Hebrews ; and one city there is in 
Cyprus that has been able to preferve its denomination ; it is 
called Citius, by thofe who ule the language of the Greeks, 
and has not by the ufe of that diale&, efcaped the name o 
Cethim. And fo many nations’ have the children and grand- 
children of Japhet poffeffed. Now when I have premifed 
fomewhat, which perhaps the Greeks do not know, P will re- 
turn and explain what I have omitted ; for fuch names are 
pronounced here after the manner of the Greeks, to pleafe my 
readers, for our own country language does not fo pronounce 
them. But the names in all cafes are of one andthe fame 
ending ; for the name we here pronounce Noeas, is there Ne- 
ah, and in every ca/e retains the fame termination. 

2. The children.of Ham poffeffed the land from Syria and 
Amanus, and the mountains of Libanus, feizing upon all that 
was On its fea coafts, and: as far as the ocean, and keeping it as 
their own. Some indeed of its names are utterly vanithed a- 
way ; others of them being changed, and another found given 
them, are hardly tobe difcovered, yet a few there are which 
_ have kept their denominations entire : For ofthe four fons of 
Ham, time has not at all hurt the name of Chus ; for the Ethi- 


opians, over whom he reigned, are even at this day, both by - 


themfelves, and’ by all men in Afta, called Chufttes. The 
memory alfo of the Mefraities is preferved in their name ; for 
all we who inhabit this country [of Judea] call Egypt Mefire, 
and the Egyptians Mefireans. Phut alfo was the founder of Li- 
bya, and called the inhabitants μέ ες, from himfelf. There is 
alfo ariver in the country of the Moors which bear that name ; 
whence it 1s that we may feethe greateft part of the Grecian hif- 
toriographers mention that river, andthe adjoining country, by 
the appellation of Phué. But the name it has now has been b 
’ change given it from one of the fons of Meftraim, who was call- 
ed Lybyos. Wewillinform you prefently what has been the oc- 
cafion why it has been called Africa alfe. Canaan, the fourth 
fon of Ham, inhabited the country now called the Judea, and 
called it from his own name Canaan. The children of thefe 
four] werethefe. Sabas, who founded the Sabeans ; Evilas, 
who founded the Evileans, who are called Getudz ; Sabathes foun- 
ded the Sabathens; they dre now called by the Greeks Aftabo- 
rans. Sabattas fettled the Sabaflens; and Ragmus the Rag- 
means. And he had two fons, theone of which, Judadas, fettled 
the Judadeans, a nation of the weftern Ethiopians, and left them 
his name ; as did Sabas, to the Sabeans. But Nimrod, the fon of 
Chus, ilayed and tyrannized at Babylon, as we have already 
informed you. Nowz-all the children of Mefraim, being eight 
in number, polle{fed the country from Gaza to Egy pt, though 
it retained tiie name of one only, the PAzlz/lzm, tor the Greeks 
call part of that country Paleffine. As for the reft, Ludiem, 
and Enemim, and Labim, who alone inhabited in Libya, and 
called the country from himfelf. Nedimand Phethrofim, and 
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Chefloim, and Cephthorim, we know nothing of them befides 
their names; tor the * Ethiopick war, which we 'ia!' defcribe 
hereafter, was the caule that thofe cities were cve:thrown. 
The fons of Canaan were thele, Sidonius. who alfo δ a city 
of the fame name; it 1s called by the Greeks Sidon. Amathus 
anmhabited m Amathine, which ts even now callea Amathe by 
the inhabitants although the Macedonians named i Epiphania, 
from one of his pofterity. Arudeus poffeiled the {land Ara- 
dus. Arucas poffeffed Arce, which isin Libanus. But for 
the feven others [Eueus| Chetteus, Jehufeus, Amorreus, 
Gergefus, Eudeus, Sineus, Samareus, we have nothing in 
the facred books but their names, for the Hebrews over:hrew 
their cities; and their calamities came upon them οἱ: the occa- 
fion following. , 

2. Noah, when after the deluge, the earth was refettled in 
its former condition, fet about its cultivation ; and when he 
had planted it with vines, and when the fruit was ripe, and he 
had gathered the grapes in their feafon, and the wine was ready 
for ufe, he offered facrifice, and teafted, and being drunk, he 
fell afleep, and lay nakedin an unfeemly manner. When his 

oungelt fon faw this, he came laughing, and fhewed him to 

is brethren ; but they covered their father’s nakednefs. And 
when Noah was made fen ‘ble of what had been done, he pray - 
ed for proiperity to his otherfons; but for Ham, he did not 
curfe him, by reafon of his nearnefs in blood, but curied his 
pofterity. And when the reft of them efcaped that curfe, God 
inflicted it on the children of Canaan. Butas to ἴῃ εἰ δ matters 
we fhall {peak more herea!ter. 

Shem, the third fon of Noah, had five fons, who inhab- 
ited the land that began at Euphrates, and reached to the Indian 
ocean. For Elam left behind him the Elamites, the anceftors 
of the Perfians. Afbur lived at the city Ninive ; and named 
his fubje&ts Affyrians, who became the muft fortunate nation, 
beyond others. Arphaxad named the Arphaxadites, who are 
now called Chaldeans. Aram had the Aramites, which the 
Greeks call Syrian ; as Laud tounded the Laudites, which 
are now Called /.ydians. Ot the four fons of Aram, Uz found- 
ed Trachonitis and Damafcus ; this country !'es between Pal- 
eftine and Celofyria. Ul! founded Armenia; and Gather the 
Batirians ; and Mefa the Mefaneans ; it Is now called Charax 
Spafint. Sala was the fon of Arphaxad ; and his fon v as He- 
ber, from whom they originally called the Jewst Hebrews. 


᾿ .» 

® One obfervation ought not here to he neglected. with regard to that Ethiopie 
war which Mofes, as general of the Egyptians. put anerd to, Antiq, P 1Π. ch. x. 
and about which our late writer feems very much unconcerned ; viz that it was a 
war of that confequence, as to occafion the removal or deitru€tion of Ox or fiven 
mations of the pofterity of Mitzraim, with their cities. Which Jofeptus would 
pot have faid, if he had not had ancient records to jultify theie his aflertic:g. tho’ 
thole records be now all loft. Lo, 

+ That the Jews were ae Hebrews, from this their progenitos Heber, our 


οι. i, 
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Heber begat Jo&tan and Phaleg. He was called Phaleg be- 


caufe he was born at the difperfion of the nations to their feve- 
ral countries ; for Phaleg, among the Hebrews, fignifies dt- 
vifion. Now Joan, one of the fons of Heber, had, the’e fons 
Elmodad, Saleph, Atermoth, Jera, Adoram, Aizel, Decla,Ebal, 
Abimael, Sabeus, Ophir, Ruiat, and Jobab. Thefe inhabited 
from Cophen, an Indian river, and in part of Aria adjoining 
toit. And this fhall fufice concerning the fons of Shem. 

I will now treat of the Hebrews.- The fon of Phaleg, 
whofe father was Heber, was Ragau; whofe fon was Serug, 
to whom was born Nahor;-his fon was Terah, who was the 
father of Abraham, who accordingly was the tenth trom No- 
ah, and was born in the two hundred and ninety-fecond year 
after the deluge ; for Terah begat Abram mi his feventieth year. 
Nahor begat Haran, when he was one hundred and: twenty 

ears old ; Nahor was born to Serug at his hun@red and thirty - 
econd year ; Ragau had Serng at one hundred and thirty ; at 
the fame age alfo Phaleg had Ragau ; Heber begat Phaleg in 
his hundred and thirty-fourth year; he himfelf being begotten 
by Sala, when he was an hundred and thirty years old, whom 
Arphaxad had for his fon at the hundred and thirty-fiftth year 
of his age. Arphaxad was the fon of Shem, and born twelve 
years atter the deluge. Now Abram had two brethren, Nahor 
and Haran : Of thefe Haran left a fon, Lot ; as alfo Sarai and 
Milcha his daughters ; and died among the Chaldeans, in a 
"city of the Chaldeans, called Ur ; and his monumentis fhew- 
ed to this day. Thefe married their nieces. Nahor married 
Milcha, and Abram married Sarai. Now Terah hating Chal- 
dea, on account of his mourning tor Haran, they all removed 
to Haran of Mefopotamia, whcre Terah died, and was buried, 
when he had lived to be two hundred and five years old; for 


the life of man was already, by degrees, diminifhed, and be- - 


came fhortér than before, till the birth of Mofes; after whom: 
the term of human life was one hundred and twenty years, 
God determining it to the length that Mofes happened to live. 
Now Nahor had eight fons by Milcha; Uz and Buz, Kemuel, 
Chefed, Azau, Pheldas, Ja elph, and Bethuel. Thefe were 
all the genuine fons of Nahor ; for Teba and Gaam, and Ta- 
chas, and Maaca, were born οἱ Reumahis concubine ; but 
Bethuel had a daughter Rebecca, anda fon Laban. 


author Jofephus here rightlv afirms ;‘and not from Abram the Hebrew, or Pa/- 
Jfenger over Euphrates, as many of the modems fuppofe. Shem is alfo called the 
Father of all the children of Heber, or of all the Hebrews, nan hiflory long before 
Abram pefied over Euphrates, Gen. x. a1 though it muft be confeffed, that Gen, 
xiv. 14 where the original fays, they told Abram the Hebrew, the Scptuagint ren- 
ders it, the Pafenger, περάτης : But this is fpoken only of Abram himfelf, who 
had then lately paffed over Euphrates, and is another fignification of the Hebrew 
word, κοῦ as an appeldative, and not as a proper name. 
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CHAP. VII. . 


How Abram our forefather went out of the land of the Chalde- 
ans, and lived in the land then called Lanaan, but now fudea. 


4 1. Now Abram having no fon of his own, adopted Lot, 
his brother Haran’s fon, and his wife Sarai’s broth- 
er-; and he lett the Jand of Chaldea, when he was feventy- 
five years old, and at the command of God. went into Canaan, 
and therein he dwelt himfelf, and left it to his pofterity. He 
was a perfon of great fagacity, both for underftanding all 
things, and perfuading his hearers, and not miftaken in his 
opinions ; for which reaion he began to have higher notions of 
virtue than others had, and he determined to’ renew and to 
change the opinion all men happened then to have concerning 
od; tor he was the firft that ventured to publifh this notion, 
that there was but one God, the Creator of the univerfe ; and 
that, asto other gods, if they contributed any thing to the 
happinefs of men, that e1ch of themafforded it only according 
10 his appointment, and not by their own power. This his o- 
pinion was derived trom the irregular phenomena that were 
vifible both at land and fea, as well as thofe that happen to the 
fun and moon, and all the heavenly bodies, thus: ‘* If, faid 
‘* he, thefe bodies had power of their own, they would certain- 
ly take care of their own regular motions ; but dince they 
do not preferve {uch regularity, they make it plain, that fo 
far as they co-operate to our advantage, they do it not of 
their own abilities, but as they are fubfervient to him that 
commands them, to whom alone we ought juftly to offer 
‘* qurhonourand thank{giving.” For which dottrines, when 
the Chaldeans, and other people of Mefopotamia, raifed a tu- 
mult againit him, he thought fit to leave that country ; and δῖ 
the command, and by the affiftance of God, he came and hv- 
edin tbe Jand of Canaan. And when he was there fettled, he 
built an altar, and pertormed a facrilice to God. 

2. Berofus mentions our tather Abram without naming him, 
when he fays thus: ‘‘In the tenth generation alter the flood, 
** there was among the Chaldeans a man righteous and great, 
“* and fkilfulin the celeftial fciencc,”” But Hecateus does 
more than barely mention him; tor ke compofed and left be- 
hind hima book concerning him. And Nicolaus of Damaf- 
cus, in the fourth book of his hiftory, faysthus: ‘* Abram 
** reigned at Damafcus, being atoreigner, who came with an 
“© army out of the land above Babylon, called the land of the 
** Chaldeans. Butafter along time he got him up, and re- 
“ moved from that country alfo, with his people, and went 
“4 into the land then called the land of Canaan, but now the 
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** land of Zudea, and this when his pofterity were become a 
** multitude ; asto which poiterity of his, we relate their 
“ hiftory in another work. Now the name of Abram is even 
** ftill famous in the country of Damaicus; and there 1s 
“ fhewed a village named trom him, The Habitation af Abram.” 


‘CHAP. VII. 


That when there was a faminein Canaan, Abram went thence 
anto Egypt; and after he had continued there awhile, he re- 
- turned back a ain, 


/ 
§ 1. OW after thi:, when a famine had invaded the Jand 
of Canaan, and Abram had di'covered that the Egy p- 
tians were in a flourifhing condition, he was difpofed to go 
down to them, both tu partake of the plenty they enjoyed, and 
to become an auditor of their priefts, and to know what they 
faid concerning the gods, defigning either to follow them, if 
they had better notions than he, or to convert them intoa bet- 
ter way, if his awn notions proved the trueft. Now feeing he 
-was to take Sarai with him, and was afraid of the madneis of 
the Egyptians with regard to women, lelt.the king fhould kill 
him on occafion οἱ his wife’s great beauty, he contrived this 
device: He pretended to be her brother, and directed her in a 
diflembiing way to pretend the fame, tor he [διά tt would be 
for their benefit. Now as foon as he came into Egypt, it hap- 
pened to Abram as he fuppofedst would ; for the fame of his 
wife’. beauty was greatly talked of, tor whichrea‘on, Pharaoh 
-the king of Egypt would not be fatished with ‘what was re- 
ported of her, but would needs fee her himfelt, and wa* pre- 
paring to enjoy her ; but God puta ftop to his unjuft inclina- 
tions, by lending upon him a dillemper, and a fedition againft 
his government. And when he inquired ot the priefts, how 
he might be freed trom thefe calamities, they told him, that 
this his miferable condition was derived from the wrath of 
od upon account οἵ his inclinations to abule the ftranger’s 
wife. He then out of fear afked Sarai who the was, and who 
1¢ was that fhe brought along with her. And when he had 
found out the truth, he excufed himfelf to Abram, that fup- 
poling the woman to be his fifter, and not his wife, he ict his 
affe+tions on her, as defiring an affinity with him by marrying 
her, but not as incited by luft to abufe her. He alfo made 
hima large prelent in money, and gave him leave to enter in- 
to converfation with the moil learned amony the Egy puians, 
Frem which converfation, hi- virtue and his reputation be- 
came more confpicuous than they had beeu before. 
2. For whereas the Egyptians were tormerly addified to dif- 
ferent cuftoms, and defpiled one.another’s facred and accuf- 
tomed rites, and were very angry one with another on that ac- 
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count, Abram conferred with each of them, and confuting. 
the reafonings they made ufe o!, every one for their own 
praftices,, he demonitrated that fuch reafonings were vain and 
void of truth. Whereupon he was admired by them in thofe 
conterences as a very wile man. and one of great fagacity, 
when he difcourfed on any fubje&t he undertook; and this not 
only inunderftanding it, but in perfuading -other men allo to 
aflentto him. Hecommunicated to them arithmetic, and de- 
hvered to them the {cience of aftronomy ; for before Abram 
came into Egypt they were unacquainted with thoie parts of 
larmning, for that {cience came from the Chaldeans into E- 
gypt, and from thence to the Greeks alfo.. | ' 
3. As foon as Abram was come tack into Canaan, he part- 
ed the land between him and Lot, upon account ot the tumult- 
vous behaviour of their thepherds, concerning the pualtures 
wherein they fhould feed their flocks. However, he gave Lot 
his option, or leave to choofe which lands he would take; and 
he took himfelf what the other left, which were the lower 
grounds at the foot of the mountains; and he himfelf dwelt in 
Hebron, which is a city feven years ancienter than Tanis of 
ἔξγρι, But Lot pofletfed the land of the plain, and the 
nver Jordan, not far from the city Sodom, which was then a 
ine city, but is now deftroyed by the will and wrath of God; 
the caufe of which I {hall thew in its proper place hereafter. 


CHAP. IX. 
The Deftrudtion of the Sodomtes by the Affyrian War. 


41. T this time when the Affyrians had the dominion o- 
ver Afia, the people of Sodom were in a flourifhing 

condition, both as to riches, and the number of their youth. 
ere were five kings that managed the affairs of this country, 
Ballas, Barfas, Senavar, and Sumobor, with the king of Bela ; 
andeach king led on his owntroops; and the Affy rians made war 
uponthem, and dividing their army into tour parts, fought a- 
ganitthem. Now every part of the army had its own com. 
mander, and when the hattle was joined, the Affyrtans were 
conquerors, ani impofed a tribute upon the kings of the Sod- 
omites, who fubmitted to this flavery twelve years ; and fo 
long they continued to pay their tribute ; but on the thirteenth 
year they- rebelled, and then the army οἱ the Affyrians came 
upon them, under their commanders Amraphel, Arioc, Cho- 
dorlaomor, and’ Tidal. Thefe kings had laid wafte all Syria, 
and overthrown the offspring of the giants: And when they 
were come over again{ft Sodom, they pitched their camp at the 
Vale called the Slime pits, tor at that time thefe were pits in 
that place ; but now upon the deftruétion of the city ot Sodom, 
that vale became the Lake Afphaltites, as it is called ; how- 
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ever, concerning this lake we fhall fpeak more prefently. Now 
when the Sodomites joined battle with the Affyrians, and the 
fight was very obftinate, many of them were killed, and_the 
reft were carried captive ; among which captives was Lot, 
who had come to affift the Sodomites, 


CHAP. Χ, 


How Abram fought with the Affyrians, and overcame them, and 


faved the Sodomite prifoners, and took from the Affyrians the 
prey they had gotten. 


81: WEES Abram heard of their calamity, he was at 


once afraid for Lot his kinfman, and pitjed the 
Sodomites, his friends and neighbours, and thinking it proper 
to afford them affiflance, he did not delay it, but marched half- 
tily, and the fitth night fell upon the Affyrians, near Dan, for 
that is the name of the “other {pring ot Jordan; and betore 
they could arm themfelves, he flew fome as they were in their 
beds, before they could fufpeé& any harm ;. and others, who 
were not yet gone to fleep, but were fo drunk they could not 
fight, ran away. Abram purfued after them, till on the fecond 
day he drove them in a body unto Hoba, a place belonging to 
Damafcus ; and thereby demonftrated that vi€tory does not 
depend on multitude,and the number of hands, but the alacrity 
and courage of foldiers overcome the moft numerous bodies 
ot men, while he got the victory over fo great an army with 
no more than three hundred and eighteen ot his fervants, and 
three of his friends. But all thofe that fled returned home in- 
glorioufly. : 

2. So Abram, when he had faved the captive Sodomites, 
who had been taken by the Affyrians, and Lot alfo, his kinf- 
man, returned home in peace. Now the king of Sodom met 
him at acertain place, which they called The Aing's dale, where 
Melchifedec, King of the city Salem, received him. That 
name fignifies The righteous King ; and fuch he was without 
difpute, infomuch that, on this account, he was made the 
prieftof God. However, they afterward called it Salem Feru- 
falem. Now this Melchifedec fupplied Abraham's army in an 
hofpitable manner, and gave them provifion in abundance ; 
and as they: were feafting, he began to praife him, and to 
blefs God for fubduing his enemies under him. And when 
Abram gave him the tenth part of his prey, he accepted of the 
pitt. But the king of Sodom defired Abram to takethe-prey ; 

ut intreated that he might have thefe men reftored to ham 
whom Abram had faved trom the Affyrians, becaufe they be- 
Jonged to him. But Abram would not do fo; nor would 
make any other advantage of that prey, than what his fervants 
had eaten ; but ftill infifted that he fhould afford a part to his 








‘ 
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friends that had affifted him in the battle. The firft of them 
was called E/chol, and then Enner, and Mambre. 

3. And God commended his virtue, and faid, Thou shale 
not however lofe the rewards thou haft deferved to receive by 
fuch thy glorious a&tions. He anfwered, And what advan- 
tage will it be to me to have fuch rewards, when J have nope to 
enjoy them after me? Forhe was hitherto childlefs. And God 
promifed that he fhould have a fon, and that his pofterity 
fhould be very numerous, infomuch, that their number fhould 
be like the ftars. When he heard that, he offered a facrifice 
to God, ashe commanded him. The manner of the facrifice 
was this :* He took an heifer of three years old, and a the 
goat of three years old, anda ram in like manner of three 
years old, and a turtle dove, and a pige®n; and, as he -was 
enjoined, he divided the three former, but the birds he did 
not divide. After which, betore he built his altar, where the 
birds of prey flew about as defirous of blood, adivine voice 
came to him, declaring that thetr neighbours would be griev- ὁ 
ous to his pofterity, when they fhould bein Egy pt, fort four 
hundred years; during which time they fhould be affi&ed, 
but afterward fhould overcome their enemies, fhould conquer 
the Canaanites in war, and poffefs themfelves of their land, 
and of their cities. 

4. Now:Abram dwelt near the oak called Onsges ¢ the place 
belongs to Canaan, rfét far from the city of Hebron. But be- 
ing-uneafy at his wife’s barrennefs, he entreated God to grant 
thathe might have male iffue; and God required of him to 
be of good courage ; and faid, that he would add to all the 
reft of the benefits thathe had beffowed upon him, ever fince 
he led him out of Mefopotamia, the gift οἱ children. Ac- 
cordingly Sarai, at God’s command, brought to his bed one 
of her δ idmaidens, a woman οἱ Egyptian defcent, in order 
toobtain children by her; and when this handmaid was with 
child, the triumphed, and ventuied to affromt Sarai, as if the 

ominion were to come to a fonto beborn of her. But when 
Abram refigned her into the hands of Sarai, to punifh her, fhe 
contrived to flee away, as not able to bear the inftances of Sa- 
rai’s feverity to her ; and fhe entreated God to have compaf- 
fionon her. Now adiuine Angel met her, as fhe was goin 
forward in the wildernefs, and bid her retarn to her matter an 
miftrefs, for if fhe would fubmit to that wife advice, fhe wouk? . 
live better hereatter ; for that the reafon of her being in fucha 
miferable cafe was this, that fhe had been ungrateful and arro- 
gamt towards her miftrefs. He alfo told her, that if fhe difo- 


* Itis worth noting here, that God required ‘no other faerifices under the law 
of Mofes, thail# what were taken from thefe five kinds of animals which he here re- 
quired of Abram Nor did the Jews feed upon any other domeftic animals than 
the three here named, as Reland obferves on Antiq. B. IV. Ch. iv. § 4. _ 
ch ae this affliGion of Abraham's pofterity, for 400 ycars, fee Antiq. Β. 11. 

ix, $1. 
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beyed God, and went on ftill in her way, fhe fhould perith ; 
but if {he wouldreturn back, fhe fhould become the mother o 
a fon who fhould reign over that country. Thefe admonitions 
fhe obeyed, and returned to her mafter and miftrefs, and ob- 
tained forgivenefs. A little while afterwards, fhe bare I{mael 
which may be interpreted, Heard of God, becaufe God had 
heard his mother’s prayer. 

5. The fore-mentioned fon was korn to Abram when he was 
eighty -fix years old. But when he was ninety-nine, God ap- 
peared to him, and promifed him, that he fhould have a fon by 
Sarai, and commanded that his name fhould be Jfaac; and 
fhewed him, that trom this fon fhould {pring great nations and 
kings, and that they {fhould obtain all the land of Canaan by 
war, fram Sidon to Egypt. But he charged him, in order to. 
keep his pofterity unmixed with others, that they fhould be 
circumcifed in the fleth οὐ their forefkin, and that this fhould 
be done on the eighth day after they were born. The reafon 
ot which circumcifion I will explain in another place. And A- 
bram inquiring alfo coneerning I{mael, whether he fhould live 
or not, God !ignified tohim, that he fhould lve to be very 
old, and fhould te the father of great nations: Abram there- 
fore gave thanks to God tor thele bleflings; and then he, and 
all his family, and his fon I{mael, were circumcifed immiediate- 
ly ; the fon being that day thirteen years of age, and he ninety- 
nine. 


CHAP. XI. 


How Ged overthrew the Nation of the Sodomtes, out of his | 
Wrath againfi them fer ther Sins: 


ᾷ 1. BOUT this time the Sodomites grew proud, on ac- 
. cout of their riches and great wealth. They became 
unjuft towards men, and impious towards God, infomuch that 
. they did not call to mind the advantages they received trom 
him. They hated ftrangers, and abufed themfelves with Sod- 
omitical prattices. God was therefore much difpleafed ἃς 
them, and determined to punifh them for their pride, and to 
oyerthrow their city, and to lay wafte their country, until there 
fhauld neither plant nor fruit grow out of it. 
2, When God had thus refo}ved concerning the Sodomites, 
' Abraham, as he fat by the Oak of Mambre, at the door of his 
tent, faw three angels; and thinking them to be ftrangers, he 
rofe up, and faluted them, and defired they would accept of 
an entertainment, and abide with him ; to which,ewhen they 
agreed, he ordered cakes of meal to be made prefently ; and 
when he had flain a calf, he roafted it, and brought it to them, 
as they fat under the oak. Now they made a thew of eating ; 
and belides, they afked him about his wife Sarah, where lhe 
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was ; and when he faid fhe was within, they fatd, they fhould 
come again herealter, and find her become a mother. Upon 
which the woman laughed, and faid, that it wasimpoffible ihe 
frould bear children, fince fhe was ninety years of age, and her 
hufbang was an hundred. Then they concealed themfelves no 
longer, but declared that they were angels of God; and that 
one of them was {ent to inform them abeut the child, and two 
for the overthrow of Sodom. : 
_ 2. When Abraham heard this, he was grieved for the Sodom- 
ites; and he rofe up, and befought God for them, and en- 
treated him that he would not deltroy the mghteous with the 
wicked. And when God had replied that there was no good 
man among the Sodomites ; for if there were but ten fuch men 
among them, he would not punith any of them for their fins ; 
Abraham held his peace. And theangels came to the city of 
the Sudomites, and Lot entreated them to accept of a lodging 
with him ; for he was avery generous and hofpitable man, 
and one that had learned to imitate the goodnefs of Abraham. 
Now when the Sodomites faw the young men to be of beauti- 
ful countenances, and this to an extraordinary degree, and 
that they took up their lodgings with Lot, they refolved them- 
felves to enjoy thole beautiful boys by force and violence ; 
and when Lot exhorted them to fobriety, and not to offer any 
thing immodeft to the ftrangers, but to have regard to their 
lodging in his houfe ; and promifed, that if their inclinations 
tould not be governed, he. would expofe his daughters to their 
luft, inftead of thefe ftrangers ; neither thus were they made 
alhamed. 

4. But God was much difpleafed at their impudent behav- 
iour, fo that he both {mote thefe men with blindnefs, and con- 
demned the Sodomites to univertal deftruttion. But Lot, up- 
on God's informing him of the tuture deftruétion of the Sod- 
Omites, went away, taking with him his wite and daughters, 
who were two, and ftillvirgins ; for thofe that were * betroth- 
ed to them, were above the thoughts of going, and deemed 
that Lot’s words were triffling. God then caft a thunderbolt 
upon the city, and fet it on fire, with its inhabitants ; and laid 
walle the country with the like burning,as Ifo:merly faid when 
I wrote the + Jewifh war. But Lot’s wite continually turning 
back to view the city, as fhe went from it ; and being too nice- 
" inquifitive what would become of it, although God had 
orbidden her fo todo, was changed into a ¢ pillar of falt. 


4 Thefe fons-in-law to Lot, as they are called, Gen. xix. 12--14. might he fa 
filed, becaufe they were betrothed to Lot’s daughters, though not yet married to 
them, See the pote on Antigq. B. XIV. Ch. xiii. § 1. Vol. 11. 

+ Of the war, B. ΙΝ. Ch. viti ὃ 4. Vol IIL. , 

{ This pillar of falt was, we fee here, fla.ding in the davs of Jofephus, and he 

feen it. That it was ftanding then, is aifo auefted to by Clement of Rime, 
contemporary with Jolephus ; asa'so that it was fo inthe next ce-tury, ts cttefted 
y Irenzeus, with the addition of an hypothelis, how i: came to lait fo long, with 
ον. I 
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For I have feen it, and it remains at this day. Now he and 
his daughters fled to a certain {mall place, encompafled with: 
the fire, and ‘ettled in it. Itis to this day called Zoar, torthat 
is the word which the Hebrews ufe tor'a /mail thing. There 
it, was that he lived a miferable Jife, on aecount οἱ his having” 
no-company, and his wantof provifons. 

΄ς. But his daughters thinking that all mankind were deftroy - 
ed, * approached to their father, though taking-care not to be 

erceived. .Thisthey did, that human kind might not utter- 
y fail. And they bare fons; the fon of the elder was nam- 
ed Moab, which denotes one derived from his father. The 
younger bare Ammon, ‘whieh name denotes one derived from 
ὦ kinfman. The former of whom was the father of the Mo- 
abites,, which is even ftilla great nation; the latter was the 
father of the Ammonites ; and both of them are inhabitants of 
Cele-Syria. And fuch was the departure of Let trom among 


the Sodomites.. . 


CHAP. XII. 


Concerning Abimelech ; and concerning Ifmael the Son of Abra 
ham ; and coneerning.the Arabians, which were his Poflerity. 


§ 1. BRAHAM nowremoved to Gerar of Paleftine, lead- 

4 & ing Sarah along with him, under the notion ot his 
fitter, ufing the like diffimulation that he had ufed before, and 
this out oftcar. For he wasatraid of Abimelech, the king of 
that country, who did allo himfelf tall in love with Sarah, and 
was difpofed to corrupt her ; but he was reftrained from fatisfy ~ 
ing his luft, by a dangerous dultemper, which befel him from 
God. Now,. when his phy ficians defpafred of curing him, he. 
fell aflecp, and fawa dream, warning him net to abufe the: 


4}} its members entire.—Whether the account that-.fome modern travellers give be. 
true. that it is ftill landing, Ido not know. Its remote fituations, at the utmoft- 
fouthern point of the fea of Sodom, in the wild and dangerous deferts of Agabia, 

makcs it exceeding dithcult for inquifitive travellers to examine the place; and for 

common repurts of country people, at a diftance, they are not very fatisfa&tury. In 

the mean time, I have no opinion of Le Clerc’s differtation or hypotheftf about this 

queftion, which can only be determined by eye-witneifes. When Chriftian prin- 

ces, focalied, lay afide their foolifh and unchriftian wars and quarrels, and fend a 

bady of fit perfons te travel over the eaft, and bring us faithful accounts of all an- 

cicut Mionuments, and procure us copies of all ancient records, δἴ prefent loft a- 
Inong us, we may hupe for full fatista€tion in fuch enquiries ; but hardly before. 

* 1 {ee no proper wicked intention in thefe daughters of Lot, when, in a cafe 
which appeared to them of una¥oidabie neceflity, they procured themielves to be 
witn child to their father. Whout fuch an unavoidable necessity, inceft is an hore 
rid crime; but whether in fuch a cafe of necessity as they apprehended this to be, 
accoraing to Jolephus, it was apy fuchcrime, T am not fatisfied. Inthe mean time, 
their making their father drunk, and their {olicitous concealmentof what they did 
from him, fhows that they delpaired of perfuading him to an a@ion which, at the. 
beft, could not but be very jufpicious aud fhocking to fo good a man. 
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ftranger’s wife ; and when he recovered, he told his friends that 
God had inflicted that difeafe upon him, by way of punifhment 
for his injury to the ftranger ; and in order to preferve the 
chaftity of his wife, for that fhe did nat accompany him as his 
fifter, but as his legitimate wife ; and that God had promifed 
to be gracious to him for the time to come, if this perfon be 
once fecure of his wite’s chaflity. When he had faid this, by 
the advice of his friends he fent tor Abraham, and bid him not 
be concerned about his wife, or fear the corruption of her 
chaftity ; for that God took care of him, and that it was Ὁ 
his Providence that he received his wife again, without her fut- 
fering any aoufe. And he appealed to God, and to his wife’s 
conicience ; and faid, that he had not had any inclination at 
firfl to enjoy her, if he had known the washis wite ; but fince, 
fad he, thou ledi her about as thy fifter, I was guilty ot no 
offence. He alfo entreated*him to be at peace with him, and 
to make.God propitious to him ; and that, if he thought fit to 
continue with him, he fhould have what he wanted in abun- 
dance; but that if he defigned togo away, he fhould be hon- 
ourably conduéted, and have whatfoever fupply he wanted 
when he came thither.; Upon his faying this, Avraham told 
him that his pretence of kindred to his wife was no lie, becaufe 
the was his brother’s daug!iter ; and that he did not think him- 
felf fate in his travels abroad, without this fort of diffimula- 
tion; and that he was not the caufe of his diftemper, but was 
only folicitous for his own fafety. He faid alfo, that he was 
ready to flay with him. Whereupon Abimelech affigned him 
Jandand money ; and they covenanted to live together with- 
‘out guile, and took an oath ata certain weil called Beerfieba, 
which may be interpreted, 7he Well of the Oath. And fo it 
ἴδ named by the people of the country unto this day. 
2. Now ina little time Abraham had a fon by Saran, as God 
had foretold to him, whom he named Jfaac, which fignities 
lauzhter, And indeed thcy fo called him, becaule Sarah laugh. 
¢d when * God {aid that ihe fhould bear a fon, fhe not expect- 
ingfuch a thing, as being paft the age of child-bearing, tor 
he was ninety years old, and Abraham an hundred ; fo that 
this fon was born to them both in the laft year of each of thofe 
decimal numbers. And they circumcifcd him upon the eighth 
4y. And trom that time the Jews continuc the cuftom οἱ cir- 


.cumciting their fons within that numberof days. Butas for 


Arabians, they circumcile after the thirteenth year, '-ecaufe 
maet, the tounder of their nation, who was born to Abraham 
® Itis well worth obfervation, thet Jo'ephus kere cal!s that priecipal angel. who Ὁ 

*Ppearcd te Abrahain, and foret Jd the vith of Hiaac, directiv Gad - which ian 
Bare of Jocephus’s here, prepaies us to believe thafe other ex pressions of his. that 
Jefas was a wife man, tf ithe luwhal to call hima man, Antiq B XKVIIT. chap. 
Mm. ἢ 8, vol, IL. and of God, ./+ ‘ford, in his homily concerning Hades, may 
th genuine, Nor is the other expression of Jzzze angel, uled preientty, and 
fore, alfo of any other fignification. 
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of the concubine, was circumcifed at that age; concerning 
whom I will prefently give a particular account, with great 
-exattnefs. 

3. As for Sarah, the at firft loved Ifmael, who was born of 
her own hand-imaid Hagar, with an affection not inferior to 
that of her own fon, for he was brought up in order to fucceed 
in the government ; but when fhe herfelt had born Ifaac, fhe 
was not willing that I{mael fhould be brought up with him, as 
being too old For him, and able to do him injuries, when their 
father fhould be dead ; fhe therefore perfuaded Abraham te 
fend him and his mother to fome diftant country. Now at 
the firft he did not agree to what Sarah was fo zealous for, and 
‘thought it an inftance of the greatefl barbarity to fend away a 
*young child and a woman unprovided οἱ neeeffaries ; but at 
length he agreed to it, becaufe God was pleafed with what 
Sarah had determined ; fo he delt¥ered Itimael'to his mother, 
_as not yet able to go by himielf; and commanded her to take 
a bottle of water, and a loaf of bread, and fo to depart, and to 
take neceflity for her guide. But as foon as her neceflary 
provifions failed, fhe found herfel. in an evil cae ; and when 
the water was almoft fpent, fhe laid the youn., child whor was 
ready to expire, under a fir tree, and went on farther, that fo 
he might die while fhe was abfent. But a divine angel came to 
her, and told her of a fountain hard by, and bid her take care 
and bring up the child, becaufe {he fhould be very happy by 
the prefervation of Ifhmael. She then took courage upon the 

τοίρεξὶ of what was promifed her, and meeting with fome 


epherds, by their care fhe got clear of the diftreffes fhe had‘ 


been in. 

4. When the lad was grown up, he married a wife, by birth 
an Egyptian, from whence the mother was herielf derived ori- 
ginally. Ot this wife were born to Iihmael twelve fons, Na- 
baioth,Kedar, Abdeel, Mabfam,Idumas,Mafmaos, Mafacs, Cho 
dad ,Theman, Jetur,Naphe us,Cadmas. Thefe inhabited all the 
country from Euphrates to the Red Sea, and called it Naba- 
fene. ‘They are an Arabian nation, and name their tribes trom 
thefe, both becaufe of their own virtue, and becaufe οἱ the dig- 
nity of Abraham their father. 


* Josephus here calls I{mae! a young child or infant, though he was above 2g 
years of age ; as Judas calls himlelf and his brethren young men, when the. were 
47, and he had two childre:, Antiq. B. IL chap. vi. ἃ 8. and they were of 
much the fame age as is a damlel of 12 years old called a little child, Mark v. 39 —~ 
_ 42 five feveral times. Herod alfo is taid by Jofephus to hea verv young man at 25. 

See the note on Antiq. B XIV. chap. ix. ὃ 2. vol. 1. and ofthe War, B. I. 
chap. x. vol. IIT. And Ariftobulus is fliled a very (ttle child at 16 years of age, 
Antiq. B. XV. chap. ii 6.7. vol. El. Domitian isalfo called by him a very 
youny εὐ ὦ, when he went on his German expedition at about 18 vearsof age. Οὗ 
the War, B. VII. chap. iv. § ἃ. vol. 111, Samfon’s wife, and Ruth, when they 
were widows, are called, childrea, Antig. B. 111. chap. visi. § 6. and ch. ix. § 2, 3. 
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CHAP. XIII. 
Concerning Ifaac, the Legitimate Son of Abraham.. 


ἢ 1. NO” Abraham greatly loved Ifaac, as being his 

* only begotten, and given to him at the borders _ of 
old age, by the favour of Ged. The child alfo endeared him- - 
felt to his parents {till more, by the exercife of every virtue,and 
adhering to his duty to his parents, and being zealous in the 
worfhip of σοὰ =Abraham alfo placed his own happinefs in 
this profpe@, that when he fhould die, he fhould leave this his 
fonin a fate and fecure condition ; which accordingly he ob- 
taned by the will of God ; who being defirous to make an ex- 
periment of Abraham’s religious dilpofition towards himfelf, 
appeared to him, and ‘“* Enumerated all the-bleffings he had 
" beflowed on him ; how he had made him fuperior to his ene- 
“mies ; ‘and that his fon Ifaac, who was the principal part of 
‘his prefent happinefs, was derived from him ; and he faid 
“that he required this fon of his, as a facrifice and holy obla- 
“tion.” Accordingly he commanded him to carry him to the 
mountain Moriah, and to build an altar,. and offer him for a 
burnt offering upon it ; for thatthis would beft manifeft his re- 
ligious difpolition towards him, if he preferred what was plea- 
ling to God, before the prefervation of his own fon. 

2. Now Abraham.thought that it was not right to difobey 
God in any thing, but that he was obliged to ferve him in ev- 
ery circumftance of lite, fince all creatures that live enjoy 
thar lie by his providence, and the kindnefs he heftows on 
them. Accordingly he concealed this command of God, and 
his own intentions about the flaughter ot his fon, trom his wife, 
as alfo from every one οἵ his fervants, otherwife he fhould 
have been hindered trom his obedience to God ; and he took 
Ifaac, together with two of his fervants, and laying what things 
were neceflary for a facrnifice upon an afs, he went away to 
the mountain. Now the two fervants went along with him 
two days, but on the third day, as foon as he faw the moun- 
tain, he left thofe fervants that were with him ul then inthe 
plain, and having his fon alone with him, he came to the 
mountain. It was that mountain up:n which king David af. 
terwards built + the temple. Now they had brought with them 


* Note, that both here, and Heb. xi. 17. Ifaac is called Abraham's enly begot- 
ten fon, though he at the fame time had another jon Ifhmael. . The Septuagint εχ. 
Ῥτεῖϊες the true meaning. by rendering the text, the beloved fon. 

+ Here is a plain error in the copies, which fay, that King David afterwards 
built the temple on this mount Moriah, while it was certainly no otber than King 
Solomon who built that temple, as indeed Procopius cites it from Jofephus, For 
M was for certain David, and not Solomon, who built the fi7f a/tar there, as we 
learn, gSam. xxiv, 18, &c. 1 Chron. xxi, 22, &c. and Antiq. B. VII. chap, 
ei. §4. τοὶ. 1. 
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every thing neceflary for a facrifice, excepting. the animal that . 
was to be offered only. Now Ifaac was 25 years old. And 
as he was building the altar, he afked his tather, ‘‘ What he 
‘* was about to offer, fince there was no animal there tor anob- 
** Jation 2”? To which it was an{wered, “ ‘That God would pro- 
“ vide himfelf an oblation, he being able to make a plentiful 
** provifion for men out of what they have not, and to deprive 
** others ot what they already have, when they put too much 
“* truft therein; that theretore if God pleafed to be prefent and 
** propitious at this facrifice, he would provide himfelf of an 
““ oblation.” 

3. As {oon as the altar was prepared, and Abraham had laid 
on the wood, and al] things were entirely ready, he faid to 
his fon, “ O fon, I poured out a vaft number of prayers thatI 
** mighthave thee for my fon : When thou waft come into the 
** world, there was nothing that could contribute to thy fup- 
** port, for which I was not greatly folicitous, nor any thing 
** wherein I thought my felf happier than to fee thee grown up 
“to man’s eftate, and that I might leave thee at my death the 
** faccefforto my dominion ; but fince it was by God’s will 
** that ‘became thy father, and it is now his will that I relin- 
** quith thee, bear this confecration to God with a generous 
“mind ; tor 1 refignthee up to God who has thought fit now 
** to require this teftimony of honour to himfelt, on account of 
** the favours he hath conferred on me in being to me a fup- 
** porter and defender. Accordingly thou, my fon, wilt now 
“die, not in any common way οἱ going out of the world, but 
** fent to God, the Father of all men, before-hand, by thy own 
** tather, in the nature of a facrifice. I fuppofe hc thinks tltee 
** worthy to get clear of this world neither by a difeafe, net- 
“ther by war, nor by any other fevere ways, by which death 
“ἢ ufualiy comes upon men, but fo that he will receive thy foul 
** with prayers and holy offices of religion, and will place thee 
“* near to himfelt, and thou wilt there be to me a fuccurer and 
** fupporter in my oldage ; on which account I principally 
“brought thee up, and thou wilt thereby procure me God for 
*““my comforter mnftead of thy felf.” 

4. Now Ifaac was of fuch a generous difpofition as became 
the fon of fuch atather; and was pleafed with this difcourfe ; 
and faid, ** That he was not worthy to be born at firft, if he 
** fhould rejett the determination of God, and of his father, 
* and fhould not refign himielf up readwy to both their pleaf- 
** ures, fince it would have been unjuft if he had not obeyed, 
** even it his tather alone had fo refolved.’” So he went tm- 
mediately to the altar to be facrificed. And the deed had been 
done it God had not oppoled it. For he called loudly to A- 
braham by his name, and torb&’ad him to flay his fon; and 
faid, “‘ It was not out of a defire of human blood that he was 
* commanded to flay his fon, nor was he wilhng that he fhould 
“ be taken away trom him whom he had made his father, bue 
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“to try the temper of his mind, whether he would be obedi- 
“ent to fuch acommand. Since therefore he now was fatis- 
“ fied as to that his alacrity, and the furprifing readinefs he 
“ fhewed in this his piety ; he was delighted in having be- 
“ἢ owed fuch blefings upon him ; and that he would not be 
“ wanting in all fort of concern about him, and in beftowing 
“ other children upon him ; and that his fon fhould live to a 
“very great age ; that he fhould. live an happy life, and be- 
“queath a large principality to his children, who: fhould be’ 
“ good and legitimate.” He foretold-alfo, that his family thould 
increafe into many. nations ; and that thofe * patriarchs fhould 
leave behind them an everlafting name ; that they fhould ob- 
fain the poffeffion of tha land of Canaan, and be envied by alk. 
men. When God had Jaid this, he produced to thema ram, 


which did not appear before, for the facrifice. So Abraham, 
and Ifaac receiving each other unexpetiedly, and having οὔ». 


tuned the promifes of fuch great bleflings, embraced one ane 
other; and when they had facrificed, they returned to Sarah, 
and lived happily together, God affording thein his affiftance 


all things they delired. 
CHAP. XIV. 
Concerning Sarah, Abraham's wifes and how fhe ended her 
| ays. 7 , 


41. Ncw Sarah died a little while atter, having lived one 

¢ hundred and twenty-feven years. They buried herin 
Hebron ; the Canaanites publicly allowing them_a burying- 
place. Which piece of ground Abraham bought for four hun- 
dred theckels, ot Ephron, an inhalitantot Hebron, And both 
Abraham and his defcendants’ built themfelves fepulchres in 
that Place, ‘ 

«4 

Ὁ It feems both here, and in God's parallel blessing to Jacob, chap. xix. 9 1. 
tat Jolephus had yct to notion of the hidden meaning of that mo& important and 
moft eminent proinife, Fn thy feed shall alt the families of the earth be bleffed. 
“Ἧς faith not of feeds, as uf many, but as of one; and to thy leed, which is 
Chrift,” Gal iti, 16. Nor is it any wonder, be being, I think, as yet not a 
Chniftian, And had he been a Chriltian. yet fince he was to be fure, till th: ‘ater pare 
of his life, no more than an Ebionite Chriftian, who, above all the apoitles, res 
jGed and deipited St. Paul, it would be no great wonder jf he did not now fol- 
low his interpretation, In the mean timep we have in effcét St. Paul’s expofition 
πι the Tellament ot Reuben, ἢ 6. in Authent. Rec. Part I. p 302. who charges his 
tous,“ To worship the feed uf Judah, who should die for them in viiibie. and 
* inviibie wars ; and should ke among thein an eternal King.” Nor is that ob- 
fervation of a learned forcigner of my acquaintince fo be déipifed, whu takes no- 
Mee, thatas feeds in the plural muft hag y pokcrity, τὸ feed in the fingular may 
fignify either potterity or afingle perfor; and that in this proiile of ail qations 
being happy in the /eed of Abraham, or Ifaac, or Jacob, &c. it isa‘ways uied in 

¢finguias, To which I shall add, that it is {omctimes, as it were, paraphraled 
εἰ he fo of Abraham, the /on of David, €c. which iscapable of no fuck ambiq 

ality, 


€ 
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CHAP. XV. 


How the Nation of the Troglodttes were derived from Abra- 
' ham by Keturah. 


41. A BRAHAM after this married Keturah, by whom 
fix fons were born to him, men of courage and of 
fagacious minds : Zambran; and Jazar, and Madan, and Mad- 
ian, and Jofobak and Sous. Now the fons of Sous were, Sa- 
bathan, and Dadan. The fons ot Dadag, were Latufim, and 
Affur, and Luom. The fons of Magi were, Ephas, and 
Ophren, and Anoch, and Ebidas, and--Eldas., Now for all 
thefe fons and grand-fons, Abraham contrived to fettle them in 
colonies ; and they took poffeffion of Troglodytes, and the 
country of Arabia the Happy, as far as it reaches to the Red 
‘ Sea. It is related of this Ophren, ‘that he made war againft 
Lybia, and took it, and that his grand-children, when they. in- 
habited it, called it fromhis name Africa. And indeed Alex. 
‘ander Polyhiftor gives his atteftation to what I here fay ; who 
{peaks thus : ““ Cleodemus the prophet, who was alfo called 
“ Malchus. who wrote an hiftory of the Jews, m agreement 
** with the hiftory of Mofes, their legiflator, relate>, that there 
were many fons born to Abraham by Keturah. Nay he 
names: three of them, Apher, and Surim, and Japkran. 
That from Surim was the land of A'ffyria denominated. And 
that from the other two, Apher and Japhran, the country 
of Africa took its name, becaufe thele men were auxiliaries 
to Hercules, when he fought againft Lybia and Antzus ;, 
and that Hercules married Aphra’s daughter, and of her he 
begat a fon Didorus ; and that Sophon was hys fon, from 
whom the barbarous people called Sophacians were denum- 
** inated.” . 


CHAP. XVI. 
How Ifaac took Rebeka to wife. 


ὁ τ΄ ΝΟ when Abraham, the father of Ifaac, had refolv- 
ed to take Rebeka. gho was grand-daughter to his 

brother Nahor. for a wife to his fon Ifaac, who was then about 
forty years old, he fent the ancienteft ot his fervants to betroth 
her, after he had obliged him to give him the ftrongeft affur- 
ances ot his fidelity. Wipich affurances were given after the 
manner following. They put @ch others hands under each 
- others thighs; then they called upon God as the witnefs of 
what was to be done. He alfo fent fuch prefents to thofe that 
were Bere, as were in efteem, on account that they either rare~ 
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ly or never were feen in that country. This fervant got 
thither not under a confiderable time ; for @t requires much 
time to pafs through Mefopotamia, in which it 15 tedious trav- 
elling, both in winter for the depth of the clay, and in fum-. 
mer, for want of water; and befides this, tor the robberies 
there cgmmitted, which are not to be avoided by travellers, 
but by caution before hand. Hewever, the fervant came to 
Haran. And when he was in the fuburbs, he meta confidera- 
ble number of maidens going to the water ; he therefore pray- 
ed to God, that Rebeka might be found among them, or her 
whom Abraham fent him as his fervant to efpoufe to his fon, 
in cafe his will were that this marriage fhould be confummated ; 
and that fhe might be made known to him by this fign, that 
while others denied him water to drink, fhe might gtve it him. 
2. With this intention he went to the well, and defired the 
maidens to give him fome water to drink. But while the oth- 
ersrefufed on pretence that they wanted it all at home, and 
could {pare none for him, one only οἱ the company rebuked 
them for their peevifh behaviour towards the ftranger ; and 
faid, What.is there that you will ever communicate to any 
body, who have not fo much as given the man fome water ? 
She then offered him water in an obliging manner. And now 
he began to hope that his grand affair would fucceed ;. but de- 
firing ftill to know the truth, he commended her for her gene- 
tofity and good nature, that fhe did not fcruple to afford a fuf- 
ficiagcy of water to thofe that wanted it, though it coft her 
fo ains to draw it ; and afked who were her parents, and 
withed them joy of fuch a daughter ; and mayeft thou be ef- 
poufed, faid he, to their fatistattion. into the family of an a- 
greeable hufband, and bring him legitimate children. Nordid 
fhedifdain to fatisfy his inquiries, but told him her family. 
They, fays the, call me Rebcha ; my father was Bethuel, but 
he is dead ; and Laban is my brother, and, together with my 
mother, takes care of ajl our family affairs, and is the guardian 
of my virginity. When the fervant heard this, he was very 
glad at what had happened, and at what was told him, as per- 
ceiving that God had thus plainly gmetted his journey. And 


producing his bracelets, and fo ther ornaments which it 
was efteemed decent for virgins to wear, he gave them to the 
damfel, by way of acknowledgment, and as a reward for her 

indnefs in giving him water to drink.; faying, It was but 


jutt that the thould have them, beeanle fhe was fo much more 
obliging than any of the refl. She ¢efired alfo that he would 


come and lodge with them, {ince the approach οἵ the night 
gave him not time to proceed farther. And producigg his 
precious ornaments for women, he fata, he defired to traft 
them to none more fafely, thafi to {uch as fhe had fhewed her- 


felf to be ; and that he believed hie might guefs at the humani- 

ty of her mother and brother, that they would not be diff 'eaf- 

ed, rom the virtue ae found m her, for he would not be bur- 
OL, ; 
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thenfome, but would pay the hire for his entertainment, and: 
{pend his own money. To which fhe replied, that he gueffed 
right as to the hunianity of her parents ; but complained, that 
he fhould think them fo parfimonious as to take money, for 
that he fhould have all on free coft. But fhe faid, fhe would 
firft inform her brother Laban, and, if he gave her leave, fhe 
would conduét him in. ba 

3. As foon then as this was over, fhe introduced the ftran- 
ger ; and for the camels, the fervants of Laban brought them 
in, and took care of them, and he was himfelf brought in to 
fupper by Laban. And, after fupper, he fays to him, and to 
the mother of thedamfel addreffing himfelf to her, ‘ Abra- 
“ ham is the fon of Terah, and a kinfmman of your’s, for Na- 
‘** hor, the grand-father οἱ thefe children, was the brother of 
‘ Abraham, by both tather and mother ; upon which aecount 
he hath fent me to you ; being defirous to.take this damfel 
for his fon to wife. He is his legitimate fon ; and 1s brought 
up as his only heir. He could indeed have had the moft 
happy of all the women in that country for him,. but he. 
would not have his fon marry any of them; but qut of re- 
gard to his own relations, he defired to match him here, 
whole affe€tion and inclination I would not have you def- 
pife ; for it was by the good pleafure of God, that other 
accidénts fellout in my journey, and that thereby I light 
upon your daughter, and your houfe ; for when I was near 
to the city I faw a great many maidens coming to a well, 
and I prayed that I might meet with this damfel, whid® has 
come to pafs accordingly. Do you therefore confirm that 
marriage, whofe’ pious have been already made by a: 
divine appearance ; and fhew the refpe& you have for A- 
braham, who has fent me with fo much folicitude, in giving 
* your confent to the marriege of this ἀπε]. Upon this: 
they underftood it to be thc willof God, and greatly approv- 
ed of the offer, and {ent their daughter, as was defired. Ac- 
cordingly Ifaac married her, the inheritance being now come 
to him ; tor the children of Keturah were gone to their own. 
remote habitations. @ 


CHA PB ΤΙ 


6 


Concerning the Death af Abraham. 


δ 1. LITTLE wlile atverthis Abraham died. He was 
aman of incomparable virtue, and honoured by 
Godan a manner agreeable to his piety towards him. The 


whole time of his hte was one handred feventy and five years ;. 
and he was buried in Hebron, with his wife Sarah, by their 
fons Ifaac and Ithmael. 


aoe 
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CHAP. XVII. 


Concerning the fons of Ifaac, Ffauand Jacob. Of their nativity 
and education. 


ᾧ 1. ΝΟΝ Ifaac’s wife proved with child, *after the death 
of Abraham ; and when her belly was greatly burden- 

ed, Ifaac was very anxious, and, inquired of God: who anf- 
wered, That Rebeka fhould bear twins ; and that two nations 
fhould take the names οἱ thofe fons ; and that he who appear- 
ed the fecond, fhould excel the elder. Accordingly fhe, ina 
bittle time, as God had foretold, bare twins ; the elder of whom, 
from his head to his feet, was very rough and hairy. But the 
y ounger took hold of his heel as they were in the birth. Now 
the father loved the elder, who was called E/au, a name agree- 
able to his roughpefs, for the Hebrews call fuch an hairy 
roughnefs + (Efau, or) Seir; but Jacob the younger, was 
beft beloved by his mother. 

2. When there was a famine in the Jand, Ifaac refolved to 
ξο into Egypt, the land there being good ; but he went to 

eras, as God commanded him. Here Abimelech the king 
received him, becaufe Abraham had formerly lived withhim, . 
and had been his friend. And as in the beginning he treated 
hhigg exceeding kindly, fo he wat hindered from continuing 
τῆδις fame difpofition to the end, by his envy at him; for 
when he faw that God was with Ifaac, and took fuch great 
care of him, he drove him away from him. But Ifaac, when 
he faw how envy had changed the temper of Abimelech, re- 
tired te a place called The Valley, not tar from Gerar ; and as 
he was digging a well, the fhepherds fell upon him, and be- 
gan to fight in order to hinder the work, and becaule he did 
not defire to contend, the fhepherds feemed to get the better of 
him, fo he ftill retired, and dug another well ; and when cer- 
tain other fhepherds of Abimelech’s began to offer him vio- 
lence, he lett that alfo, and ftillgetired, thus purchafing fecu- 
rity to himfelf by a rational a dent condu&. At length 
the king gave him leave to dig a well without difturbance. He 
named this well Rehoboth, which denotes a large /| pace ; but 
of the former wells, one was called Efcon, which denotes 
Jirzfe, the other Sztenna, which name fignifies enmity. 

3. It was now that Ifaac’s affairs increafed, and his power 
was in a flourithing condition ; and this from his great riches. 


* The birth of Jacob and Ffau is here faid to Le after Abraham’s death; it 
fhould have teen after Sarah’s death, The order οἵ the narration in Genefis not 
always exattly according to the order of time, feems to have Icd Jolephus iuto it, 
as Dr. Bernard obferves here. 

+ For Seir in Jolephus, the coherence requires that we tread Efaw or Seis, 
which fignify the fame thing. - 


44 ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. [Book J. 


But Abimelech thinking Ifaac throve in oppofition to him, 
while their living together made them !u'picious of each oth- 
er, and I{aac’s retiring, thewing a fecret enmity alfo, he was 
afraid that his former triendihip with Ifaac did not fecure him, 
if Ifaac fhould endeavour to revengethe injuries he had for- 
merly offered him ; he thereforerenewed his triendfhip withhim, 
and brought with him Pliloc, one of his generals. And when 
he had obtained every thing he defired, by reafon of Ifaac’s 

ood nature, who preterred the earlier triendithip Abimelech 

ad fhewed to himlelf and his father, to his later wrath agai nft 
him, he returned home. 

4. Now when Efau, one of the fons of Ifaac, whom the fa- 
ther principally loved, was now come to the age of forty years, 
he married Adah, the daughter of Helon, and Ahalibamah, 
lords among the Canzanites, thereby taking upon himfelf the 
the daughter of Efebeun ; which Helon and tfebeon were great 
authority, and pretending to have dominion over his own mar- 
riages, without fo much as afking the advice of his father ; for 
had Ifaac been the arbitrator, he had not given him leave ta 
marry thus, forhe was not pleafed with contraéting | any alli- 
ance with the peuple of that country ; but. not caring to be 
uneafy to his fon, by commanding him to put away thele 
wives, he refolved to be filent. e 

5. But when he was old, and could not fee at all, he Gilled 
Efau to him, andtold him, that befides his blindnefs, and the 
diforder οἱ his eyes, his vegy old age -hindered him from his 
worthip of God (by facrific®) he bid him therefore to go Gt 
a hunting, and when he had caught as much venifon as he 
could, to prepare him * a fupper, that after this he mightamaKe 
{upplication to God, to be to him a fupportertand’an afffter, 
during the whole time of his life ; faying, that it was_uncer- 
tain when he fhould die, and that he was defirous, by his pray - 
ers lor him, to procure, before hand, God to be mercilul ta 
um. . . 

6. Accordingly Efau went out a hunting. But t Rebeka 


* The fupper of faroury meat, as we call it, Gen. xxvii. 4. to be caught b 
hunting, was intended piainly for a lor a facrifice ; and upon the prayers 
that were frequent at lacrifices, Ifaac ὁ d, as was then ufual in fuch eminent ca- 
ics, that a divine impulle would come upon him, inorderto the folemn_ blessing: 
of his fon there prefent, and his foreteiling his future behaviourand fortune. Whence st 
του be that when I {aac had unwittingly bl: fled Jacob, and was aferward made fen- 
fibieothis mittake, yet did he not attempt tu alter it, how earneitiy foever his atte€tion 
for Efau might incline him to wish it mizht be altered, becaufe he ki.ew that tfis blef- 
fing came not from himfelf, but from God, and that an alteration was out of his 
power, A lecond afflatus then caine upon-him, and e.abled hiin to foretel Efau's 
future b haviour and fortune alfo, 

+ Whether Jacob or his mother Rebeka were molt blameable in this impofitian 
upon Ifaac in his old age, I cannot determine However, the blessi:g being des 
livered 85 ἃ prediétion of future events, by a divine impulie, and foretelling things 
to befal to the pofterity of Jacob aud Efau, in future ages, was for certain providential; 
διὰ according to what Rebeka knew to be the purpoie of God, when he anfwei- 
ed ber enquisy, δ νοῖοις the childicu wae born,” Geo. xxv 23. “that gne peus 
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thinking it proper to have the fupplication made for obtaining 
the favour of God to Jacob, and that without the confent ot 
Ifaac, bid him kill kids of the goats, and prepare a fupper. So 
jacob obeyed his mother, according to all her inflructions. 
ow when the {upper was got ready, he took ἃ goat’s fkin, and 
put it about his arm, that by reafon of its hairy roughnels, he 
might, by his father be believed to be Efau ; for they being 
twins, and in all] things elfe alike, differed only in this thing. 
This was done out ot his fear, that betore his father had made 
his fupplications, he fhould be caught in his evil praélice, and 
left he thould, on the contrary, provoke his father to curfe 
him. So he brought in the fupper to his ‘ather, [aac per- 
ceiving by the peculiarity of his voice, who he was, called 
his fon to him, who gave him his hand, which was covered 
with the goat’s fkin. When Ifaac felt that, he faid, ‘ Thy 
“voice i$ like the voice of Jacob, yet becaufe of the thick- 
“nels of thy hair, thou feemeft to be Efau.” So fufpe&ing 
no deceit, he eat the fupper, and betook himfelf τὸ his prayers 
and interceffions with God: and faid, ‘‘O Lord of all ages, 
“and Creator of all fubftance ; for it was thou that dift pre- 
“pole to my father great plenty of good ti:ings, and haft 
““vouchfafed to beftow on me what I have; and halt promif- 
“edto my pofterity, to be their kind fupporter, and beftow 
“on them ftill greater bleflings ; do thou therelore confirm 
“thefe thy promifes, and do not overlook me, becaufe of m 
“ prefent weak condition, on account of which I more earnel- 
“ly fray tothee. Be gracious to this my fon ; and preferve 
“him, and keep him from every thing that is evil. Give him 
“an happy life, and the poffeffion of as many good things as 
“thy power is able to beftow. Make him terrible to his ene- 
“miés, and honourable and beloved among his friends.” 

7. Thus did Ifaac pray to Gog, thinking his prayers had 
heen made for Efau. He bad but juft finifhed them, when 
Ffau came in fromhunting. And when Ifaac perceived his 
miflake, he was filent. But Efau required that he might be 
made partaker of the like bleffing from his father that his oréth- 
erhad partook of ; but his father re fed it, becaufe all his 
prayers had been fpentupon Jacob.**So Efau lamented the 
mi ke. However, his father being grieved at his weeping, 


“ple should be ftronger than the other people ; and the elcer, Ffuu, should ferve | 
“the younger, Jacob.” Whether Ifaac knew or remembered this old oracle, de- 
liv-red in our copies, only to Rebeka ; or whether, if he knew and rcemejnbered 
it, be did not endeavour to alter the Divine determination, out of his fondiiefs for 
bis elder and worfer fon Efau, to the damage of his younger and be-ter fon Jacob ¢ 
ὃ: Jofephus elfewhere fuppofes, Autiq. B. 11. chap. vii. § 3. I cannot certainty 
fy. If fo, this mi-httempt Rebeka tocontrive, and Jaceb to put this impofition 
cpon him. However, Jo'ephus fays here, that it was Haac, and not Rebeka, who 
enquired of God at firft, and received the forementioned oracle, ὃ 1. which, if it | 
be the true reading, renders I faac’s procedure more inexcufable. Nor was it probe". 
ably any thing εἰς that fo much encouraged Efau formerly to marry two Canaanit- 
bh wives, without his parcut’s confent, as Lfaac’s unhappy fondnefs for him, 


- 
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faid, That “ he fhould excel in hunting, and ftrength of body 3; 
“6 in arms, and all fuch forts of work ; and fhould obtain glo- 
“‘ ry for ever on thofe accounts, he and his pofterity after him 3 
“δῖ 81} fheald ferve his brother.” 

8. Now the Mother delivered Jacob, when he was afraid 
that his brother would infli€t {ome punifhment upon him, be- 
caufe of the miftake about the prayers of Ifaac; for fhe per. 
faaded her hufband to take a wife for Jacob out of Mefopota- 
mia, of her own kindred, Efau having married already Baf- 
- emmath, the daughter of Ifhmael, without his father’s confent, 

for Ifaac did not hike the Canaanites, fo that he difapproved of 
Efau’s former marriages, which made him take Bafemmath te 
wile, in order to pleafe him ; and indeed he had a great affeétion 
or her. 


CHAP. XIX.’ 


Concerning Facoh’s flight into Mefopotamia, by reafon of the 
Sear he was in of his Brother. 


! 
I. OW Jacob was fent by his mother to Mefopotamia 
; Η int ork to marry Laban her brother’s dau hter, 
(which marriage was permitted by Ifaac on account of his ob- 
fequiou{nefs to the defires of his wife) and he accordingly 
journeyed through the land of Canaan ; and becaufe hahated 
_ the people of that country, he would not lodge with any of 
them, but took up his lodging in the open air, and laid his head 
ona heap of {tones that he had gathered together. At which time 
_ he faw in his fleep fuch a vifion ftanding by him; he feemed 
to fee a ladder, that reached from the earth unto heaven, and 
perfons defcending down the ladder, that feemed more excellent 
than human; and at laft God himfelf ftood above it, and was 
plainly vifible to him, who calling him by his name, fpaketo 
him thefe words : . 
| 2. “Ὁ Jacob, it is not fit for thee, who art the fon of a good, 
4“ father, and graridfon gj one who had obtained a great repu- 
““ tation for his eminent virtue, to be dejected at thy prefent 
circumftances, but to hope for better times, for thou fhale 
have great abundance of all good things, by my affiftance ; 
' for I brought Abraham hither, out off Mefopotamia, when 
he was driven away by his kinfmen, and I made thy father 
an happy man, nor will 1 beftow a leffler degree ot happi- 
nefs on thyfelf ; be of good courage theretore, and under 
my conduét proceed on in this thy journey, for the mar- 
‘ riage thou goeft fo zealoufly about {hall be confummated. 
And thou fhalt have children of good chara&ters, but their 
multitude fhall be innumerable ; and they fhall leave what 
they have to a ftill more numerous pofterity, to whom, and 
“τὸ whole pofterity, I give the dominion of all the land, and 
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* their pofterity fhall fill the entire earth and fea, fo far as 
“ the fun beholds them ; but do not thou fear any danger, nor 
“ beatraid of the many labours thou muf undergo, for by 
“ my providence I will dire& thee what thou art to doin the 
δ time prefent, and {till much more inthe time to come.” 
wit Suck were the predi€tions which God made to facob. 
hereupon he became very joyful at what he had feen 
and heard, and he poured oil on the ftones, becaufe on them 
the prediGtion of fuch great benefits was made. He alfo vow- 
ed a vow, that he would offer facrifice upon them, if he hived 
and returned fafe ; and if he came again in {uch a condition, 
he would give the tithe of what he had gotten to God. He 
alfo judged the place to be honorable, and gave it the name of 
Bethel, which, in the Greek, is interpreted, The hou/fe of God. 
4. So he proceeded on his journey to Mefopotamia, and at 
pogth came to Haran ; and meeting with fhepherds in the fu- 
burbs, with boys grown up, and maidens {fitting abouta cer- 
tan well, he ftayed with them, as wanting water to drink ; and 
beginning to dilcourfe with them, he afked them, whether they 
kiew fuch an one as Laban, and whether he was ftill alive. 

Now they all faid they knew him, for he was not fo inconfid- 
‘ erable a perfon as to be unknown to any of them; and that his 
daughter fed her father’s flock together with them; and that 
indeed they wondered that fhe was not yet come, for by her 
means thou mighteft Jearn more exatly whatever thou defireft 
toknow about that family. While they were faying this, the 
damfel came, avd the other fhepherds that came down along 
with her. Then they thewed her Jacob, and told her, that he 
was a ftranger, who came to enquire about her father’s affairs. 
But fhe, as pleafed, after the cuftom of children, with Jacob’s 
coming, afked him who he was, and whence he came to them, 
and what it was he Jacked that he came thither. She alfo 
wilhed it might be in their power to fupply the wants he came 
about. 

_5. But Jacob was quite overcome, not fo much by their 
kindred, nor by that affetion which might arife thence, as by . 
his love to the damfel, and his furprife ather beauty, which 
was fo flourifhing, as few of the women of that age could vie | 
with. He (Διὰ then, “ There is arelation between thee and 
“me, elder than either thy or my births, if thou be the 
“ daughter of Laban, for Abraham was the fon of Terah, as 
“ well as Haran and Nahor. Of the laft of whom Nahor, 
“ Bethuel thy grandfather was the fon. Ifaac my father was 
* the fon of Abraham and of Sarah, who was the daughter of 
“ Haran. But there is a nearer and later cement of mutual 
“ kindred which we bear to one another, for my mother, Re- 
“ beka was fifter to Laban thy father, both by the fame ta- 
δ ther and mother ; I therefore and thou are coufin-germans. 
** And I am now come to fajute you, and to renew that afhin- 
“ ity which is proper between us.” Upon this the damlel, 
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at the mention of Rebeka, as ufually happens to young per- 
fons, wept, and that out of the kindnefs fhe had for her tather, 
and embraced Jacob, {he having learned an account οἱ Rebeka 
from her father, and knew thather parents loved to hear her 
named ; and wher fhe had faluted him, fhe faid, that ‘‘ He 
** brought the moft defirable and greateft pleafure to her ta- 
‘ ther, withall their family, who was always mentioning his 
mother, and always thinking of her, and her alene; and 
** that this will make thee equal in his eyes to any advantage- 
* ous circumitances whatfoever.” Then the bid him go to 
her father, and follow her while the conduéted him to him; 
and not to deprive him of fucha pleafure, by ftaying any 
longer away fromhim, . 

6. When fhe had faid thus, fhe brought him to Laban ; and 
being owned by his uncle, he was fecure himfelt as being a- 
mong his friends ; and he brought a great deal of pleafire to 
them by his unexpe€ted coming. Bata little while afterward, 
Laban told him, that he could not exprefs in words the joy he 
had at his coming ; but flill he enquired of him the occafion 
of his coming, and why he left his aged mother and father, 
when they wanted to be taken care ot by him; and that he 
‘would afford him all the affiftance he wanted. Then Jacob 
gave him an account of the whole occafion ot his journey, and 
told him, ‘* That Ifaac had two fons that were twins, him fet 
** and Efau ; who, becaufe he failed of his father’s prayers, 
which by his mother’s wifdom were put up for him. fought 
to kill him, as deprived of-the kingdom which was * to be 
given him ot God, and of the bleffings for which their fa- 
ther prayed ; and that this was the occafion of his coming 
hither, as his mother had commanded him to-do: tor we 


teems an alliance with your family more than fhe does one 
with the families ot the country ; fo I look upon yourfelf 
and God to be the fupporters of my travels, and think my- 
felf fafe in my prefent circumftances.” 

4. Now Laban promifed to treat him with great humanity, 
both on account of his anceftors, and particularly for the fake 
of his mother, towards whom, he faid, he would thew his 
kindnefs, even though fhe were abfent, by taking care of him ; 
for he aflured him he would make him the head fhepherd ot 
his flock, and give him authority fufficient for that purpofe ; 
and when he fhould have a mind to return to his parents. he 
would fend him back with prefents, and this in as honourable 
a manner as the nearnefs of their relation fhould require. This 


* By this ‘deprivation of the kingdom that was to be given Efau of God,” 
as the firft-born, it appears that Jofephus thought that ἃ “' kingdom to be derived 
κὶ from God,” was duc to h'm whom I faac should biefs as his firft-born, which 


Ἵ take to be that Aingdém which was expected under the Mefiah, Who therefore was 


to be born of his pofterity whom Tfaac sh@g'd fo blefs. Jacob therefore, by ob. 
taining this blessing of the firft-bom, became the genuine heir of that kingdom in 
eppofition to Efau. 


“ 


are all (fays he) brethren one to another, but our mother ef. - 
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acob heard gladly ; and faid, he would willingly, and with 
leafure, undergo any fort of pains while he tarried with him, 
ut deGred Rachel to wife, as the reward of thofe pains, who 

was not only on other accounts efteemed by him, but alfo be- 

caufe fhe was the means of his coming to him ; for he faid he 
was forced by the love of the damfel to make this propofal. 

Laban was well pleafed with this agreement, and confented to 

give the damfel to him, as not defirous to meet with any bet- 

ter fonein-law ; and faid he would do this, if he would ftay 
with him fome time, for he was not willing to fend his daugh- 
ter to be among the Canaanites, for he repented of the alliance 
he had made already by marrying his fifler there. And when 
Jacob had given his confent to this, he agreédto flay feven 
years ; for fo many years he had refolved to ferve his father- 
in-law, that having given a fpecimen of his virtue, it might be 
better known what fort of a man he was. And Jacob, accept- 
ing of his terms, after the time was over, he made the wedding- 
feaft; and when it was night, without Jacob’s perceiving it, 
he put his other daughter into bed to him, who was both el- 
der than Rachel, and of no comely countenance. Jacob lay 
with her that night, as being both in drink, and in the dark. 


However, when it was day, he knew what had been done to 


him ; and he reproached Laban for his unfair proceeding ‘with 
him ; who afked pardon for that neceffity which forced him to 
do what he did ; for he did not give him Lea out of any ill de- 
fign, but as overcome by another great neceflity. That noe 
withftanding this, nothing fhould. hinder him from marry πᾷς 
Rachel ; but that when he had ferved another feven years, he 
would give him her whom he loved. Jacob fubmitted to this 
condition, for his love to the damfel did not permit him to do 
otherwifes and when another feven years were gone, he took 
Rachel to wife. 

8. Now each of thefe had hand-maids, by their father’s do- 
nation. Zilpha was hand-maid to Lea, and Bilha to Rachel, 
by no means * flaves, but however fubjeét to their miftrelles. 

ow Lea was forely troubled at her hufband’s love to her fif- 
ter ; and fhe expected fhe fhould be better efteemed if fhe bare 
him children. So fhe intreated God perpetually ;-and when 
the had born a fon, and her hufband was on that account better 


8. Here we have the difference between flaves for life, and fervants, fuch as we 
now hire for a time agreed upon en both fides, and difmifs again after the time 
contratted for is over, which are no faves but free men and free women. Ac- 
cordingly, when the apoftolical conititutions forbid a clergyman to maarry per- 
petual feroants or. flaves, B. VI. ch. xvii. it is meant only of the former fort ; as 
we lesm elfewhere from the fame conftitutions, ch. xlvii. Can. LXX XII. But 
Concerning theie twelve fons of Jacob ; the reafons of their feveral names, and the 
time, of their feveral births ia the interval here affigned ; their feveral excellent 
claradters ; their feveral faults and repentance; the feveral accidents of their 
lives, with their feveral prophecies at their deaths, fee the -Teflaments of thefe 
twelve patriarchs, till preferved, at large, in the Authgw, Rec. part I. p. 294— 


Vor _ ἃ 
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reconciled to her, fhe named her fon Reubel, becaufe God 
had had mercy upon her, in giving her a fon, for that is the 
fignification of this name, After fome time fhe bare three 
more fons ; Simeon, which name fignifies that God had hear- 
hened to her prayer. Then fhe bare Levi, the confirmer of 
friendfhip. After him was born Judah, which denotes thank/- 
ving. But Rachel, tearing leaft the fruitfulnefs ot her filter 
thould make ‘herfelf enjoy a leffer fhare of Jacob’s affe€tions, 
ut to bed to him her. hand-maid Bilha ; by whom Jacob had 
an; one may Interpret that name into the Greek tongue, 4 
divine judgment. And after him Nephthalim, as it were an- 
conquerable in flratagems, fince Rachel tried to conquer. the 
fruitfulnefs of her filter by this firatagem. Accordingly, Lea 
took the fame method, and ufed a counter-ftratagem to thit of 
her fifter’s ; tor fhe put to bed to him her own hand-maid. 
Jacob therefore had by Zilphaa fon, whofe name was δά, 
which may be interpreted fortune ; and atter him Abher, 
which may be called an Lappy man, becaufe he added glory 
to Lea. Now Reubel, the eldeft fon of Lea, brought *apples 
of mandrakes to his mother. When Rachel faw them, the 
defired that fhe would give her the apples, for fhe longed to 
eat them. But when fie refuted, and brd her be content that 
fhe had deprived her of the benevolence fhe ought to have 
had from her hufband, Rachel, in order to mitigate her fifter’s 
anger, faid, fhe would yield her hufband to her; and he 
fould lie with her that evening. She accepted of the favour 
and Jacob flept with Lea, by the favour of Rachel. She bare 
then thefe fons, [ffachar, denoting one born by fire ; and Za- 
bulon, one born as a pledge of benevolence towards her ; and 
a daughter, Dina. After fome time Raehel had a fon, named 
Jofeph, which fignifies therc fhould be another added to him. 
9. Now Jacob ted the flocks of Laban his father-in-law all 
this time, being twenty. years, after which he defired leave of 
his father-in-law to take his wives and go home; but when 
his father-in-law would nct give him leave, he contrived to 
do it fecretly. He made trial therefore of the difpofition of 
his wives what thev thought of this journey. Whentbey ap- 
peared glad and approved of it, Rachel took along with her 
the images af the gods, which, according to their laws they 
ufed to worfhip in their own country, and ran away together 
with her fifter. ‘The children alfo of them both, and the hand 
maids, and what polfeffions they had went along with them. 
Jacob alfo drove away half the cattle, without letting Laban 


* I formerly exp ained thele mandrakes, as we, with the Septuagint, and Jo. 
fephus, render the Hebrew werd dudaim, of the Syrian Maux, with Ludolphus, 
Authent. Rec. part I. page 420. But have fince feen fuch a very probable ae~ 
count im mani icript et my learned friend Mr. Samuel Barker, of what we fill 
call mandrakes, and their defc:iptions by the ancient naturalifis and phyticians, 


as inclines me to think thele here mentioned were really mandrakes, and ne 
eth:s, 





on 
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know of it before-hand. Butthe reafon why Rachel took the 
images of the gods, although Jacob had taught her to defpife 
fuch worthip οἵ thefe gods was this, thatin cafe they were 
purfued, and taken by her father, fhe might have recourfe ta 
thefe images, in order to obtain his pardon. 

10. But Laban, after one day’s time, being acquainted with 
Jacob’s and his daugitter’s departure,-was much troubled, and 
purlued after them, leading a band of men with him ; and on 
the feventh day overtook them, and found them retting on a 
«certain hill; and then indeed he did not meddle with them, for 
it was even-tide ; but God ftood by him in a drcam, and 
warned him te receive his fon-in-law and his daughters in a 
peaceable manner ; and not to venture upon any thing rafhly, 
or in wrath to them, but to makea league with Jacob. And 
he told him, that if he defpifed their {mall numbey, and attack- 
ed them in an hoftile manner, he would himfelf afi:ft the:m. 
When Laban had been thus-forewarned by God, he called 
Jacob to him the next day, in order to treat with him, and 
fhewed him what dream he had ; in dependance whereon he 
came confidently to him, and began to accufe him, alledging 
that he had entertained him when he was poor, and in want of 
all things, and had given him plenty of all things which he 
had ; “ For, faid he, I have joined my daughters to thee in 
** marriage, and fuppofed that thy kindnefs to me would be 
greater than before ; butthou haft no regatd to either thy 
own mother’s relation to me, nor to the affinity now πεν] 
contrafted between us ; nor to thofe wives. whom thou ha 
married; norto thofe children, of whom I am the grand- 
** father. Thot haft treated me as an enemy, by driving a- 
way my’ cattle; and by perfuading my daughters to run a- 
way fromtheir father; and by carrying home thofe facred 
paternal images which were worlhipped by my tore-fathers 
and have been honoured with the like worlbip winch they 
** payed them, by myfelf. In fhort, thou haft done this while 
** thou art my kinfman, and my {ifter’s fon and the hufband of 
“© my daughters, and was hofpitabiy treated by me, and didft 
“ eat at my table.” When Laban had faid this, Jacob made 
his defence. .‘‘ That he was not the only perion. in whom 
** God had implanted the love of his native country, but that 
** he had made it natural to all men ; and that therefore it was 
** but reafonable that, a'ter fo long time, he fhould go back to 
*‘ it. But as tothe prey, of whofe driving away thou accuf- 
“ eft me, if any other perfon were the arbitrator thou wouldelt 
“* be found in the wrong ; for inftead of thole thanks I οὐ ght 
** to have had trom thee, for both keeping thy cattle, and in- 
** creafing them, how 15 it that thou art unjuitly ang:y at me 
** becaufe I have taken and have with me, a {mall portion οὗ 
“‘them? But then, as to thy daughters, take notice, that it 1s 
** not through any evil praétices of mine thatthey tollow me 
** in my return home, but from that juftaficclion which wives 
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““ naturally have to their hufbands. ‘They follow therefore 
** not fo properly my felf. as their own children.” And thus 
far of his apology was made, in order to clear himfelf of hav- 
ing afled unjullly. To which he added his own complaint 
and accufation of Laban ; faying ‘‘ While I was thy fifter’s 
‘“‘ fon, and thou hadft given me thy daughters in marrige, 
‘** thou haft worn me out with thy harlh commands, and de- 
‘© tained me twenty years under them. That indeed which 
“© was required in order to my marrying thy daughters, hard 
** as it was, I own to have been tolerable ; but as to thofe that 
“ were put upon me after thofe marriages, they were worfe, 
“ and fuch indeed as an enemy would have avoided.”. For 
certainly Laban had ufed Jacob very ill; for when he faw 
that God was affifting to Jacob in all: that he defired, he prom- 
ifed him, tha; of the young cattke which fhould be born, he 
fhould have lometimes what was of a white colour, and fome. 
timea what fhould be of a black colour ; but when thofe’ that 
᾿ς came to Jacob’s fhare proved numerous, he did not keep his. 
faith with him, but faid he would give them to him-the next 
year, becaufe of his envying him the multitude of his poflef- 
fions. He promiied him as beloure, becaufe he thought {uch 
an increafe was not to δέ expected ; but when it appeared to 
be faét, he decerved him. 

11. But then, as to the facred images, he bid them fearch 
for them ; and when Laban accepted ot the offer, Rachel being 
informed of it, put thofe images into that camel’s faddle on 
which fhe rode, and fat upon it ; and faid that her natural pur- 
gation hindered her rifing up. So Laban lett off fearching any 
farther, not fuppofing that his daughter in fuch circumftances 
would approach to thofe images. So he made a league with 
Jacob, and bound it by oaths, that he would not bear him any 
malice on account of what had happened ; and Jacob made 
the like Mague, and promifed to Jave Laban’s daughters. And 
thefe leagues they confirmed with oaths alfo, which they made 
upon Certain mountains, whereon they ere€tcd a pillar in the 
form of an altar, Whence that hill is called Gilead ; and 
from thence they call that land 7he land of Gilead at this day, 
Now when they had feafted, atter the making of the league, 
Laban returned home, . ᾿ 


CHAP. XX. 
Concerning the meeting of Jacob and Efau. 


9 


‘ 


41. Now as Jacob was proceeding on his journey to the 

land of Canaan angels appeared to him, and fug- 
gefted to him good hope οἱ his future condition ; and that 
place he named Ihe camp of God. And being defirous of 
knowing what his brother’s intentions were to him, he fent 
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meflengers to give him an exa& account οἵ every thing, as be- 
ing afraid, on account of the enmities between them. He 
charged thofe that were fent to fay to Efau, that ‘ Jacob had 
“ thought it wrong to live together with him, while he wasin 
“ anger again{t him, and fo had gone out of the country ; and 
“that he now, thinking the length of time of his abfence muft 
“have made up their differences, was returning; that he 
“ brought with him his wives, and his children, with what pof- 
" feffions he had gotten; and delivered himfelf, with what was 
“ moft dear to him, into his hands; and {thould think it his 
“ greateft happinets to partake together with his brother of 
“what God had beftowed upon him.” So thefe meffengers: 
told him this meflage. Upon which Efau was very glad, and 
met his brother with four hundred men. And Jacob, when 
he heard that he was coming to meet him with fuch a number 
οἱ men, was greatly atraid. However, he committed his 
hope of deliverance to God ; and confidered how, in his pref- 
ent cireumftances, he might preferve himfelf and thofe that 
were with him, and overcome his enemies if they attacked him 
injurioufly. He therefore diftributed his company into parts ; 
fome he {ent before the reft, and the others he ordered to come 
clofe behind, that fo if the firft were foverpowered, when his | 
brother attacked them, they might have thofe that followed as 
arefuge to fly unto. And when he had put his company in 
this order, he fent fome of them to carry prefents to his broth~ 
er. The prefents were made up of cattle, and a great number 
of four footed beafts, of many kinds, fuch as would-be very 
acceptable to thofe that received them, on account of their rare 
iy. Thofe who were fent went at certain intervats of [pace 
alunder, that by following thick one after another, they might 
appear to be the more numegbus, that Efau might remit of his 
anger on account of thefe prefents, if he were ftill in a paf- 
fin. Inftru€tions were alfo given tothofe that were fent to 
Ipeak gently to him. 3 

2. When Jacob had made tHefe appointments all the day, 
and night came on, he moved on with his company ; and as 
they were gonte over a certain river called Fabbac, Jacob was 
Icft behind ; and meeting with an angel he wreftled with him, 
the angel beginning the fraggle : But he prevailed cver the. 
angel, who ufed a voice and {pake to him in words, exhorting -. 
him to be pleafed with what had happened to him, and not to 
fuppofe that his vi€tory was a {mall one, but that he had over. 
come @ divine angel, and to efteem the viétory as a fign of great 
bleffings that fhould come to him; and that his offspring 
fhould never tail ; and that no man fhould be too hard for his 
power. He alfo commanded him tobe called * J/rae/, which 


ἢ Perhaps this may be the proper meaning of the word Jfrar] by the prefent 
and old Jerula‘em analozy bt the Hebrew tongue. In the mean time, it is certain 
that the Hetienitis uf the ὅν century, in Egypt and elfewhere interpreted J/rae/; τῷ 
be a man fecing Ged, a8 νι evidont from the argument forecited. 
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an the Hebrew tongue fignifies one that firuggled anth the di- 
vine angel. Thefle promifes were made at the prayer of Jacob; 
for when he perceived him to be the angel of God, he deftred 
he would fignify to him what fhould betal him hereafter. And 
when the angel had faid what is before related, he difappear- 


ed ; but Jacob was pleafed with thefe things, and named the 


place Phanuel, which fignifies, ‘The face of God. Now when 
he felt pain by this flruggling, upon his broad finew, he ab- 
ftained from eating that finew himfelf afterward ; and for his 
fake it is ftill not eaten by us. | ° 

' 3: When Jacob underftood that his brother was near, he 
ordered his wives to go before, each by herfelf, with the hand- 
maids, that they might fee the attions of the men, as they 
were fighting 1f Efau were fodifpofed. He then went up to 
his brother Efau, and bowed down to him, who δά “πο evil 
defign upon him, but faluted him ; and afked him about the 
company of thechildren and of the women ; and defired, when 
he had underftood all he wanted to know about them that he 
would go along with him to their father; but Jacob pretend- 
ing that the cattle were weary, Efau returned to Seir, for there 
was his place of habitation, he having named the place roughe 
nefs, from his own hairy roughne/s. 


CHAP. XXI. 
+ Concerning the Fiolation of Dina’s Chaftity. 
ἡ 1. HIEREUPON acob came to the place, till this day 


called Tents |Succoth| from whence he went to 
Shechem, which is a city of the Canaanites. Now as the 


. Shechemites were keeping a feftival, Dina, who was the only 
- daughter of Jacob, went into the city, to fee the finery of 


the women of that country. But when Shechem, the fon of 
Hamer the king, faw her, he defiled her by violence ; and be- 
ing greatly in love with her, defired of his father that he would 
procure the damfel to him for a wife. To which defire he con- 
defcended, and came to Jacob, defiring him to give leave that 
his fon Shechem might, according to law, marry Dina. But 
Jacob, not knowing how to deny the defire of one of fuch 
great dignity, and yet not thinking it lawful to marry his 
daughter to a flranger, intreated him to give him leave to 
have a coufultation about what he had defired him to do. So 
the king went away, in hopes that Jacob would grant him this 
marriage. But Jacob informed his fons of the defilement of 
their filter, and of the addrefs of Hamor; and defired them to 
give their advice, what they fhould do. Upon this, the great- 
eft part faid nothing, not knowing what advice to give. But 
Simeon and Levi, the brethren of the damfel, by the fame 
mother, agreed betwecn themfelves upon the a€tion followings 
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It being now the time of ἃ feftival, when the Shechemites 
were employed in eafe and feafting, they fell upon the watch, 
when they were afleep, and'coming inte the city, flew * all 
the males ; as alfo the king, and his fon, with them ; but {par- 
ed theavomen. And whenthey had done this without their 
father's confent, they brought away their filter. 

_ 2. Now while Jacob was aftonifhed at the greatnefs of this 
a&t, and was feverely blaming: his fons for it, God ftood by 
him and bid-him be of good courage ; but to purify his tents, 
and to offer thofe facrifices which he had vowed to offer when 
he went firft into Mefopotamia and faw his vifion. Ag he 
was therefore purifying his followers, he hght upon the gods 
of Laban {for he did not before know they were ftolen by Ra- 
chel) and he hid them in the earth, under an oak, in She- 
¢hem. And departing thence, he offered facrifice at Bethel, . 
the place where he faw his dream, when he went firft into 
Mefopotamia. 

3- And when he was gone thence, and was come over a- 

ainft Ephrata, he there buried Rachel, who died in child- 
bed : She was the only one of Jacob’s kindred that had not 
the honour of burial at Hebron. And when he had mourned 
for a great while, he called the fon that was born of her + Ben- 
jamin, becaufe of the forrow the mother had with him. Thefe 
are all the children of Jacob, twelve males, and one female. 

Of them eight were legitimate, viz. fix οἱ Lea, and two of 
Rachel ; and four were of the hand-mads, two ot each; alk 
whofe names have been fet down already. 


de 
* Of this flaughter of the Shechemites by Simeon and Levi, fee Authént. Ree. 

rip. » 418, 492—439. But why Jofephus has omitted the circumcifioa o 
Thee stecPersites, asthe ocaton of there death and of Jacob's great gricf, as in 
the Teftament of Lev). & 5. I cannott ll. : 

+ Since Benoni fiznifies the fon of my furrow, and Benjamin the fon of days, or 
ene born in the father’s o/d age, Gen xliv. a0. 1 ἰυίρεξξ Jofephus’s prefent copies 
to be bere impe:f.@ ; and I fuppofe, that in correfpondece to other copies, he 
wrote that Rachel called her fon’s name Benoni, but his tather called him Benja- 
sin, Gen. xxxv. 18. As for Benjamia, as commonly explained, the fon of the 
right hand, it makes no fente at all, and {cems to bea gro{fs modern error only. 
The Samaritan always writes this name truly Benjamin, which probably is here of 
the fame fignification, ouly with the Chaldee termination in, initead of tm, in the 
Hebrew, as we pronounce Cherubin or Cherubim indifferently. Accordingly 
both the Teftament of Benjamin, § 2. p. 401. and Phtlo de nominum mutatione, page 
2059, write the name Benjamin, but explain it not the fon of his right hand, but 
the fun of days. 
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CHAP. XXII. 
How Jfaac died, and was buried in Hebron. ° 


FrROM thence Jacob came to Hebron, a city fituate among 
“ the Canaanites ; and there it was that Ifaac lived. And 
fo they lived together for a little while; tor as to Bebeka, Ja- 
cob did not find her alive. Ifaac alfo died not long after the 
coming of his fon; and was buried by his fons, with his wife, 
in Hebron, where they had a monument belonging to them 
from their foretathers. Now Ifaac was a man who was belov- 
ed of God, and was vouchfafed great inftances of providence 
by God, after Abraham his father ; and lived to be exceed- 
ing old ; for when he had lived virtuoufly one hundred and 
eighty-five years, he then died. 
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BOOK IL. 


Containing the Interval of two hundred and twenty 
years. 


{FROM THE DEATH OF ISAAC TO THE EXODUS OUT 
OF EGYPT.] | 


CHAP. IL 


How Efau and Jacob, the fons of Lfaac, divided their habita- 
tion ; and Efau poffeffed Idumea, and jacob Canaan. 


41. FTER the death of Ifaac, his fons divided their hab- 
itations refpeftively. Nor did they retain what. 
they had before ; but Efau departed from the city of Hebron, 
and left itto his brother, and dwelt in Seir, and ruled over 
dumea. He called the country by that name from himfelf, 
for he was named Adom ; which appellation he got on the fol- 
lowing occafion. One day returning'from the toil of hunting 
very hungry (it was when he was a child in age), he lighted 
on his brother when he was getting ready lentile-pottage for 
his dinner, which was of a very ved colour; on which account 
e the more earneftly longed for it, and defired him to give him 
fome of it toeat. But he made advantage οἱ his brother’s hun- 
ger, and forced him to refign up to him his birth-right, and 
¢ being pinched with famine, refigned it upto him, under an 
oath, hence it came, that, on account of the redne/s of 
this pottage, he was, in way ot jeft, by his co-temporaries cal- - 
led Adom, for the Hebrews call what is red Adom 4 and this 
was the name given to this country ; but the Greeks gave tta 
more agreeable pronunciation, and named it [dwoea. 
Qe He became the father of five fons ; of whom Jaus, and 
glomus, and Coreus, were by onewile, whote name was Ali- 
Jena ; but of the reft, Aliphaz was born to him hy Ada, and 
Raguel by Bafemah ; and thefe were the fons of Evau. Ali- 
phaz had five legitimate fons, Theman, Omer, Saphus, Goth- 
am and Kanaz; fer Amalek was not legitimate, but hy ἃ con- 
cubine, whofe name was Thamna. ‘hefe dwelt in that partof | 
Umea which was called. Gebalitis, and that denominated 
Om Amelek, Amalehitis ; tor Idumea was a large country, 
and did then preferve the name οἱ the whule, while in its fev- 
eral parts it kept the names of its peculiar inhabitants. 
Ve. I H . 
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CHAP. IL. 


How Fofeph, the younseft of Facob’s fons, was envied by his 
ΩΣ certain Dreams had forefhewed his future happt- 
Nef 5. ; 


§ τ. [7 happened that Jacob came to fo great happinefs as 

rarely any other perfon has arrived at. He was 
richer than the reit of the inhabitants of that country ; and wag 
at once envied and admired for fuch virtuous fons, for they 
were deficicnt in nothing, but were of great fouls, both for 
Jabouring with their hands and enduring of toil; and fhrewd 
alfo in underftanding. And God exerciled fuch a providence 
over him, and {uch a care of his happinefs, as to bring him 
the greateft bleflings, even out of what appeared to be the 
‘moft forrowful condition ; and to make him the caufe of our 
forefather’s departure of Egypt, him and his pofterity. The 
occafion was this. When facob had this fon Jofeph born to 
him by Rachel, his father Joved him above the reft of his fons, 
both.becaufe of the beauty of his body, and the virtues of his 
mind, for he excelled’the reft in prudence. This affe€tion of 


v 


his father excited the envy and the hatred of his brethren; as ἡ 


did alfo his dreams which he faw, and related to his father, 
and to them, which toretold his future happinefs, it being 
ufual with mankind to envy their very neareft relations fuch 
their profperity. Now the vilions which Jofeph faw in his 
fleep were thefe : 

2. When they were in the middle of harveft, and Jofeph 
was fent by his father, with his brethren to gather the fruits 
of the earth, he faw a vifion in a dream, but greatly exceed- 
ing the uccuftomary appearances that come when we are a- 
fleep ; which, when he was got up, he told his brethren, that 
they might judge what it portended. He faid, “ He faw the laft 
‘* night, that his wheat fheaf ftood ftillin the place where he fet 
‘* it, but that their fheaves ran to bow down to it, as fervants 
ἐς bow down to their mafters.” But as foon as they perceiv- 
ed the vifion turetold that he fhould obtain power and great 
wealth, and that his power fhould be in ofpofition to them, 
they gave no interpretation of it to Jofeph, as if the dream 
were not by them underftood. But they prayed that no part 
of what they fufpetied to be its meaning might come to pafs ; 
- and they bare a fill greater hatred to him on that account. 

But God, in oppofition to their envy, fent a fecond vi- 


fion to Jofeph, which was much more wondertul than the - 


former ; lor it feemed to him that the fun took with him the 
moon, and the reft of the fars, and came down to the earth, 
and bowed down tohim. He told this vifion to his father, 
and that,.as fufpefting nothing of ill-will from his brethren, 











-- 
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when they were. there alfo, defired him to interpret what it 
fhould fignify. Now Jacob was pleafed with the dream ; for 
confidering the predittion in his mind, and fhrewdly and 
wilely gueffing at its meaning, he rejoiced at the great things 
thereby fignified, becaufe it declared the future happinefs of 
his fon; and that, by the blefling of God, the time fhould 
come wien he fhould be honored, and thought worthy of 
worfhip by his parents and brethren, as gueiling that the 
moon and fun were like his mother and tather ; the tormer, 
as fhe that gave increafe and nourifhment to all things, and the 
latter, he that gave form and other powers to them ; and that 
the flars were like his brethren, fince they were eleven in 
number, as were the flars that receive their power trom the. 
fun and moon. , 
4. And thus did Jacob make a judgment of this vifion, and 
that a fhrewd one alfo. But thefe interpretations caufed very 
reat griet to doleph's brethren ; and they were affected to him 
ereupon as if he were a certain ftranger, that was to have thole 
good things which were fignified by the dreams, and not as 
one that was a brother, with whom it was probable they fhould 
be joint partakers : And as they had been partners in the fame 
arentage, fo fhould they be of the fame happinefs. They ab 
Ὁ refolved tq kill the lad; and having tully ratified that inteh- 
tion of theirs. as foon as their colleétion of the fguits was over, 
they wentto Sechem, which is a country good for feeding of 
cattle, and for pafturage, there they fed their flocks, without . 
acquainting their father with their removal thither. Where- 
upon he had melancholy fufpicions about them, as being 1g- 
norant of his fon’s condition,.and receiving no meflenger from 
the flocks that could inform him of the true ftate they were in; 
fo, becaufe he was in great tear about them; he fent Jofeph 
to the Hocks, to learn the circumftances his brethren were in, 
and to bring him word how they did. | 


CHAP. Il. 


How Fafeph was thus Sold by his Brethren into Ezypt, by rea- 
fon of thar Hatred tohim,; and how he there grew Famous 
and Illuftrious, and kad his Brethren under his Power. 

f 

41. No thefe brethren rejoiced as foon as they faw their 

brother coming to them, not indced as at the pref- 
ence of a near relation, or as at the prefence of one fent by 
their father, but as at the prefence of. an enemy, and one that 
by divine providence was de ivered into their hands; and 
they already refolved to kill him, and not let flip the opportu- 
mty that lay betore them. But when Reubel, the eldeit of 
them,.faw them thus difpofed, and that they hed agreed to- 
κεῖθε to execute their purpofe, he tried to reftrain them, 
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fhewing them the heinous enterpyfe they were going about, 
and the horrid nature of it. That this a€tion would appear ' 
wicked in the fight of God, and impious before men, even 
though they fhould killone not related to them, tut much more 
flagitious and deteftable toappear to have flain their own broth- 
er; by which aét the father muft be treated unjuftiy in the 
fon’s flaughter, and the * mother alfo be in perplexity while 
{he Jaments that her fon is taken away from her, and this notin 
a natural way neither. So he entreated them to have a regard 
to their own coniciences, and wifely to confider what mifchief 
would betide them upon the death of fo good a child, and their 
youngeft brother ; that they would alfo tear God, who was al- 
ready botha fpe€tator and a witnels of the defigns they had a- 
gainit their brother ; that he would love them if they abftain- 
ed trom this a&t, and yielded to repentance and amendment. 
But in cafe they proceeded to do the faét, all forts of punifh- 
ments would overtake them from God tor this murder of their 
brother, fince they polluted his providence, which was every 
where prefent, and which did not overlook what was done e}- 


- ther in deferts or in cities ; for wherefuvever a man 15, there 


ought he to f{uppofe that God is alfo. He told them tarther, 
as their confciences would be their enemies if they attempt- 
ed to go through fo wicked an enterprife, which they can nev-. 
er avoid, whether it be a good confcience, or whether 
it be fuch an ane as they will have within them when 
once they have killed their brother. He alfo added this 
befidgs, to what he had betore faid, that it was not a 
righteous thing to killa brother, though he had injured 

them ; that it is a good thing to forget the aétions of fuch 
near friends, even in things wherein they might feem to have 
offended ; but that they were going to ‘kill Jofeph, who had 
been guilty of nothing that was ill towards them, in whofe 
cafe the infirmity of his fmal] age fhould rather procure him 
mercy, and move them to unite together in the care of his 
prefervation, That the caufe of killing him made the aét it- 
felf much worfe, while they determined to take him off out of 
envy at hts tuture profpesity ; an equal fhare of which they 

would naturally partake while he enjoyed it, fince they were 
to him not firangers, but the neareft relations, tor they might 
reckon upon what Ged beftowed upon joleph as their own ; 

and that it was fit for them to believe, that the anger of God 

would for this caufe be more fevere upon them, 1f they flew 
him who was judged by God to be worthy of that pro{perity 

which was to be hoped for ; and while by murdering him, 
they made it impoflible for God to beftow it upon him. 


© We may here obferve, that in correfpordence to Jofeph’s fecond cream, which 
implied, that his mother, who was then ave, as wel. as his father, fhould come 
and bow downto him, Jofephus reprefents her here as flill alive after fhe was dead, 
for the decorum of the dream that foretoid it, as the interpretaiion of that dream, 
does alfy inall our copies, Gen. xxxvii. 10. 


φ 
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2. Reubel faid thefe, and many other things, and ufed en- 
treaties to them, and thereby endeavoured to divert them from 
the murder of their brother. But when he faw that his difcourfe 
had not mollified them at all, and that they made hafte todo the « 
fat, he advifed them to alleviate the wickednefs they were go- 
ing Sbomt in the manner of taking Jofeph off, tor as he had 
exhorted them firft, when they were going to revenge them- 
felves, to be diffuaded from doing it, fo fince the fentence for 
killing their brother had prevailed, he faid that they would 
not however be fo grofsly guilty, if they would be perfuaded 
to follow his prefent advice, which would include what the 
were fo eager about, but was not {fo very bad but in. the dif- 
trels they were in, of a lighter nature. He begged of them 
therefore not to kill their brother with their own hands, but to 
cat him into the pit that was hard by, and fo to let him die ; 
by which they would gain fo much, that they would not de- 
file their own hands with his blood. To this the young men 
readily agreed. So Reubel took the lad and tied him toa cord, 
aod let him down gently into the pit, for it had no water at all 
in it; who' when he had done this, went his way to feek for 
luch pafturage as was fit for feeding their flocks. __ 

3. But Judas being one of Jacob’s fons alfo, feeing fome 
Arabians, of the pofterity of I{hmel, carrying {pices and Syr- 
lan wares out of the land of Gilead to the oF foteph after Reu- 


el was gone, advifed his brethren to draw Jofeph out of the 
pit, and fell him to the Arabians ; for ifhe fhould die among 
angers a great way off, they fhould be treed from this bar- 
arous ation. This therefore was refolved on; fothey drew 
ofeph up out of the pit, and fold him to the merchants for 
twenty pounds, He was now feventeen.years old. But 
eubel coming in the night-time to the pit, refolved to fave 
Joteph, without the privity of his brethren ; and when upon 
is calling to him, he made no anfwer, he was afraid that they 
had deftroyed him after he was gone ; of which he complain- 
ed to his brethren, but when they had told him what they had 
done, Reubel left off his mourning. : 

4. When Jofeph’s brethren had done thus to him, they con- 
fidered what they fhould do to efcape the fufpicions of their 
father. Now they had taken away from Jofeph the coat which 
he had on when he came to them, at the time they let him down 
Into the pit; fo they thought proper to tear that coat to. pieces, 
and to dip it into goat’s blood, and then to carry it ‘and fhew 
it to their father, that he might believe he was deftroyed by 
wild beafts. And when they had fo done, they came to the 
old man, but this not till what had happened to his fon had alrea- 
dy come to his knowledge. Then they faid that they had not 


* The Septuagint have 20 pieces of gold ; theteJament of Gad, 30; th: Hebrew 
and Samaritan 20 of filver; and the vulgar lattin, gc. What was the true eer. 
ber, aad true fum, cannot therefore now be know. 
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feen jofeph, nor knew what mifbap had befallen him, but that 
they had found his coat bloody, and torn to pieces, whence 
they had a fufpicion that he had fallen among wild beafts, and 
» fo perifhed, it that was the coat he had on when he came 
« from home. Now Jacob had before fome better hopes that 
his fon was only ma‘e a captive ; but now he laid afide thafno- 
tion, and fuppofed that this coat was an evident argument that 
he was dead, for he well remembered that this was the coat he 
had on when he fent him to his brethren ; fo he hereafter la- 
mented the lad as now dead, and as if he had been the father 
of no more than one, without taking any comfort in the reft ; 
and fo he was alfo affefted with his mistortune before he met 
. with Jofeph’s brethren, when he alfo conje&tured that Jofeph 
was deftroyed by wild beafts. He fat down alfo clothed in 
fackcloth and in heavy affli€tion, infomuch that he found no 
eale when his fons comforted him, neither did his pains remit 
by length of time. 


ν 


CHAP. IV. | 
Concerning the fignal Chaftity of Fofeph. 


41. ΝΟΥ Potiphar an Egyptian, who was chief cook te 
king Phataoh, bought Jofeph of the merchants, who 
fold him to him. He had him in the greateft honour, and 
taught him the learning that became a free man, and gave him 
leave to make ule of a diet better than was allotted to flaves. 
He entrutted alfo the care of his houfe to him. So he enjoy- 
ed thefe advantages ; yet did:not he leave that virtue which he 
hid before, upon fucha change ot his condition, but he de- 
monftrated that wifdom was able to govern the uneafy paflions 
of life, in fuch ‘as have it in reality, and do not only put it on 
for a fhew, under a prefent flate of profperity. __ , 

2. For when his mafter’s wife was fallen in love with him, 
both on account of his beauty of body, and his dexterous 
management ot affairs ; and fuppofed, that if fhe fhould make 
it known to him, fhe fhould ealily perfuade him to gme and 
jie with her, and that he would look on it as a piece of happy 
fortune that his miftrefs fhould intreat him, as regarding that 
ftate of flavery he was in, and not his moral charatter, which 
continued after his condition was changed. So fhe made known 
her naughty inclinations, and fpake to him about lying with 
her. However, he rejetted her intreaties, not thinking it a- 
greeable to religion to yield fo tar to her, as to do what would 
tend to the affront and injury of him that purchafed him,and had 
vouchfafed him fo great honours. He, on the contrary, ex- 
horted her to govern that paffion ; and laid before her the im- 

offibility of her obtaining her defires, which he thought might 
conquered, if fhe had no hope of fucgeeding. And he faid, 
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that, as to himfelf, he would endure any thing whatever be- 
fore he would be perfuaded to it ; for although it was fit for ἃ 
flave, as he was, to do nothing contrary to his miftrefs, he 
might well be excufed ina caie where the contradiction was to 
fuch fortof commands orly. But this oppofition of Jofeph’s 
when fhe did not expe‘t it, made her ftull more violent in her 
loveto him ; and as fhe was forely befet with this naughty paf- 
fion, fo fhe refolved to compafs her defign by a fecond at- 
tempt. ΝΝΝ 

3. When therefore there was'a public feftival coming on, 
in which it was the cuftom for women to come to the public 
folemnity, fhe pretended to. her hufband that fhe was fick, as 
contriving an opportunity for folitude and leifure, that fhe 
might intreat Jofeph again. Which opportunity being obtain- 
ed, fhe ufed more kind words to him than betore ; and faid, * 
that it had been good for him to have yielded to her firft foli- 
citation, and to have given her no repulfe, both becaufe of 
the reverence he ought to bear to her dignity, who folicited 
him, ‘and becaufe of the vehemency of hér paflion, by which 
fhe was torced, though fhe were his miftrefs, to condefcend 
beneath her dignity ; but that he may now, by taking more 
prudent advice, wipe off the imputation of his former folly ; 
for whether it were that he expetted the repetition of her foli- 
citations, fhe had now made it, and that with greater earncft- 
nefsthan before, for that fhe had pretended ficknefs on this ve- 
ry account, and had preferred his converfation before the fef- 
tival and its folemnity ; or whether he oppofed her former dif- 
courfes, as not believing fhe could be in earnelt, fhe now gave 
him fufficient fecurity, by thus repeating her application, that 

6 meant not in the ἴω by traud to impofe υροῃ΄ ἢ ; and 
afflured him, that if he complied with her affections, he might 
expe& the enjoyment of the advantages he already had; and 
if he were {ubmiffive to her, he fhould have ftill greater advan- 
tages ; but that he muft look tor revenge and hatred from her, 
incafe he rejected her defires, and preterred the reputation of 
chaftity before his miftrefs ; for that he would gainnothing by 
fuch procedure, becaufe fhe would then become his accufer, | 
and would falfely pretend to her hufband that he attempted her 
chaftity ; and that Potiphar would hearken to her words father 
than to his, let his be never fo agreeable to the truth. 

4. When the woman had faid thus, and even with tears in 
hereyes, neither did pity diffuade Jofeph from his chaftity, 
nor did fear compel him to a compliance with her ; but he 
oppofed her folicitations, and did not yield to herthreatenings, 
and was afraid to do an ill thing, and chofe tp undergo the 
fharpeft punifhment, rather than to enjoy his prefent advan- 
tages, by doing what his own confcience knew would jullly 
deferve that he fhould die for it. He alfo put her in, mind 
that the was a married woman, and that fhe ought to cohabit 


with her hufband only ; and defired her to fufler thefe confid. 
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erations to have more weight with her than the {hort pleafure 
of lufttul dalliance, which would bring her to repentance af. 
terwards ; would caufe trouble to her, and yet would not 
amend what had been done amifs. He alfo fuggefted to her 
the fear fhe would be in, left they flrould be caughts and that 
the advantage ot concealment was uncertain, and that onl 
while the wickednefs was not known (would there be any qui- 
et for them) But that fhe mighthave the enjoyment of her 
hufband’s company without any danger. . And he told her, 
that in the company of her hufband the might have great bold- 
nefs, from a good confcience, both before God, and before 
men. Nay, that fhe would a& better like his miftrefs, and 
+ miake ufe of her authority over him better, while the’ perfifted 
in her chaftity, than when they were both afhamed tor what 
wickednefs they had been guilty of; and thatit is much better 
to depend on a good life, well ated, and known to have been 
fo, than upon the hopes of the concealment of evil pra@tices. 
5. Jofeph, by faying this, and more, tried to reftrain the 
violent paffion of the woman, and to reduce her affe@ions 
- within the rules of reafon. But fhe grew more ungovernable 
and earneft in the matter, and fince fhe defpaired of perfuad- 
ing him, fhe laid her hands upon him, and hada mind to 
force him. But as foon as Jofeph had got away trom her an- 
ger, leaving alfo his garment with her, tor he left that to her, 
and leaped out of her chamber, fhe was‘greatly afraid left he 
fhould difcover her lewdnefs to her hufband, and greatly troub- 
led at the affront he had offered her, fo fhe refolved to be before 
hand with him, and to accufe joleph falfely to Potiphar, and 
-by that means to revenge herfelf on him for his pridéand con- 
tempt of her ; and fhe thought it a wife thing in itfelf, and al- 
fo becoming a woman, thus to prevent his accufation, Ac- 
cordingly the fat forrowful, and in confufion, framing herfelf 
fo hy pocritically and angrily, that the forrow, which was re- 
ally tor her being difappointed of her luft, might appear to be 
for the attempt upon her chaftity ; fo that when her hufband 
came home, and was difturbed at the &ght of her, and inquir- 
ed what was the caufe of the diforder fhe was in, fhe began to 
accufe Jofeph: And, ‘* O hufband, faid fhe, may ft thou not 
‘“* live a day longer if thou doft not punifh the wicked flave, 
Δ who has defired to defile thy bed ; who has neither minded 
** who he was, when he came to our houfe, fo as to behave 
** himfeif with modefly ; nor has he been mindtul of what fa- 
** yours he had received from thy bounty, (as he muft be an 
‘* ungrateful man indeed, unlefs he, in every refpett, carry 
‘“* himfelt in a manner agreeable to us) : This man, I fay, laid 
‘* a private defign to abufe thy wife, and this at the time of a 
** feftival, obferving when thou wouldft be abfent. So that 
“* it.now 1s clear, that his modefly, as it appeared to be ἴογ- 
δ. merly, was only becaufe of the reftraint he was mn out of 
‘S fear tothee, but that he was not really of a good difpofition. 
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“ This has been occafioned by his being advanced to honour 
“ beyond what he deferved, and what he hoped for, infomuch 
“ that he concluded, that he who was deemed fit to be trufted 
“ with thy eftate, and the government of thy family, and 
“ was preferred above thy eldeft fervants, might be allowed 
“ totouch thy wife alfo.”” Thus when fhe had ended her dif- 
courfe, fhe fhewed him his garment, as if he then left it with 
her when he attempted to force her. But Potiphar not being 
able to difbelieve what his wite’s tears fhewed, and what his 
wile faid, and what he faw himfelt, and being feduced by his 
love to his wife, did not fet himfelf about the examination ot 
the truth, but takingit for granted that his wife was a modeft 
woman, and condemning Jofeph as a wicked man, he threw 
him into the maleta@or’s prifon; and hada ftill higher opin- 
ion of his wife, and bare her witnefs,that fhe was a woman of a 
becoming modefty and chaftity. 


CHAP. V. 
What things befel Fofeph in Prifon. . 


4 Ἢ ΝΟΥ Jofeph, commending all his affairs to God, did 
not betake himfelf to make his detence, nor to givé 
an account of the exaft circumftances of the faét, but filently 
underwent the bonds and the diftrefs he was in, firmly believ- 
ing, that God, who knew the caufe of his affli€tion, and the 
truth of the fat, would be more powerful than thofe that tn- 
fli€ted the punifhments upon him; a proot of whofe provi- 
dence he quickly received. For the keeper of the prifon tak- 
ing notice ot his care and fidelity in the affairs he had fet him 
about, and the dignity of his countenance, relaxed his bonds, 
and thereby made his heavy calamity lighter, and more fup- 
portable to him. He alfo permitted him to make ufe of a di- 
et better than that of the reft of the prifoners. Now as his fel- 
low prifoners, when their hard labours were over, fell to dif- 
courfing one among another, as is ufualin fuch as are equal 
ufferers, and to.inguire one of another what were the occafions 
of their being condemned to a prifon. Among them the king’s 
cup-bearer, and one that had been refpefted by him, was put 
in honds upon the king’s anger at him. This man was under 
the fame bonds with Jofeph, and grew more familiar with him; 
and upon his obferving that Jofeph had a better underftanding ‘ 
than the reft had, he told him of a dream he had, and defired 
he would interpret its meaning, complaining, that befides the 
affiGions he underwent trom the king, God did alfo add to 
him trouble from his dreams. 

2. He therefore faid, That in his fleep he faw three clufters 
of frapes hanging upon three branches of a vine, large already, 
ἢ ripe for gathering ; and that he {queezed them ito a cup, 

OL. |. . ' 
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which the king held in his hand ; and when he had ftrained 
the wine, he gave itto the king to drink, and that he received 
it from him with a pleafant countenance. This, he fatd, was 
what he {aw ; and he defired Jofeph, that if he had any por- 
tion of underftanding in fuch matters, he would tell him what 
this vifion foretold. Who bid him be of good cheer, and ex- 
eft to he loofed trom his bonds in three days time, becaufe the 
ing defired his fervice, and was abont to reftore lim to it a- 
᾿ς gain. For he let him know, that God beftows the fruit of the 
vine upon men for good ; which wine is poured out to him, 
and is the pledge of fidclity and mutual confidence among men ; 
and puts an end to their quarrels, takes away paffion and grief 
out of the minds ot them that ufe it, and makes them cheer- 
ful. Thou fayef that thou didft f{queeze this wine from three 
᾿ς clufters of grapes with thine hands, and that the king recerv- 
edit ; know therefore, that this vifion is for thy gvod, and 
foretels a releafe from thy prefent diftrefs, within the fame’ 
number οἵ days, as the branches had whence thou gatheredft 
thy grapes in thy fleep. However, remember what profperity 
I have foretold thee, wher thou haft found it true by experi- 
ence. And when thou art in authority, do not overlook us in 
this prifon, wherein thou wilt leave us, when thoy art gone to 
the place we have foretold ; for we are not in prifon for any 
crime, but for the fake of our virtue and fobriety are we con- 
demned to fuffer the penalty of maleta€tors, and becaufe we 
are not willing to injure him that hasthus diftreffed us, though 
it were fos our own pleafure. The cup-bearer, therefore, as 
was natural to do, rejoiced to hear fuch an interpretation οὗ 
his dream, and waited the completion of what had been thus 
fhewed him before hand. ° . 

. But another-fervant there was οἵ the king’s. who δά been 
chief baker, and was now bound in prifen with the cup-bcarer, 
he alfo was in good hope, upon Jo eph’s interpretatiomof the 
other’s vifion, tor he had feen a dream alfo; fo he defired that 
porerh would tell him what the vifions he had feen the night 

efore might mean. They were thefe that follow. Methought, 
fays he, I carried three bafkets upon my head, two were tulk 
of loaves, and the third full of {weet meats, and other eata- 
bles, fuch as are prepared for kings ; but that the fowls came 
flying, and eat them all up, and had no regard to my attempt 
-todnive them away. And he expefted a prediétion like to that 
of the cup-bearer’s. But Jofeph, confidering and reafoning 
about the dream, faidto him, that he would willingly be an: 
interpreter of good events to him, and not of {uch as his dream 
denounced to him ; but he told him, that he had only three 
days in all τὸ live for that the (three) bafkets fignily, that on 
the third day he fhould be crucified, and devoured by fowls, 
‘ while he was not able to hefp himfelf. Now both thefe dreams 
had the fame feveral events that Jofeph foretold they fhould 
have, asd this to buth the parties ; for on the third day before 
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mentioned, when the king folemnized his birth-day, he cru- 
cified the chiet baker, but fet the butler tree from his bonds, 
and reftored him te his former miniftration. 

4. But God treed Joteph from his confinement, after he 
had endured his bonds two years, and had received no affif- 
tance fromthe cup-bearer, who did not remember what he 
had faid to him tormerly ; and God contrived this method of 
deliverance for him. Pharaoh the king had teen in his flcep 
the fame evening two vilions ; and alter them had the inter- 
pretations of them both given him. He had forgotten the lat- 
ter, but retained that of the dreams themfelves. Being there- 
fore troubled at what he had feen,, for it feemed to him to be 
all of a melancholy nature, the next day he called together the 
wifeft men among the Egyptians, defiring to learn trom them 
the interpretation οἱ his dream. But when they hefitated a- 
bout the:n, the king was fo much the more difturbed, And 
now it was that the memory ef Jofeph, and his fkiJl in dreams, 
came into the mind of the king's cup-bearer, when he ifaw the 
contution that Pharaoh was in, fo he came and mentioned Jo- 
feph to Inm, as alfo the vifion he had {een in prifon, and how 
the event proved ashe had faid. As allo that the chiet baker 
was crucified on the very fame day ; and that this alio happen- 
ed to him, accurding to the interpretation ot Joleph. ‘hat 
Jofepn himfelf was laid in bonds by Potiphar, who was bis 

ead cook, as.a flave ; but he faid, he was one of the nobleit 
of the ftock οἱ the Hebrews. And faid farther, his father liv- 
ed in greatiplendour. If therefore thou wilt fend for him, and 
not de{pife him on the fcore ot his misfortunes, thou wilt learn 
what thy dreams fignify. Sothe king commanded that they 
fhould bring Jofeph into his prefence ; and thote who receiv- 
ed the command came and brought him with them, having 
taken care ot his habit, that it might be decent, as the king had 
enjoined them to do. 

5. But the king took him by the hand; and, “Ὁ young 
**man,fays he,for my {ervant bears witnefs that thou art at prei- 
** ent the beft, and moft fkilful perfon I can contult with, 
** youchfale methe fame favours which thou beftowed{t on 
** this iervant of mine, and tell me what events they are, which 
““τῆς viliensot my dreams forelhew. And I defire thee to 
** fupprefs nothing out ot tear; norto flatter me with lying 
** words, or with what may pleale me, althoughthe truth fhoula 
** be of amelancholy nature. For it feemed to me, that as I 
“* walked by the river, I faw kine fat and very large feven in 
** number, going trom the river to the igarfhes ; and other 
** kine of the fame number like them met them out of the mare 
“* thes, exceeding lean and ill-tavoured, which eat up the fat 
** and the large kine, and yet were no better than bétore, and 
“ not lefs miterably pinched with famine. After I had feen 
** this vifion I awaked out of my fleep; and being in dil- 
“ erder and confidering with. mylelf what this appearance 
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“ fhould be, I fell alleep again, and faw another dream, much 
-“* more wondertul than the foregoing, which {till did more af- 
‘‘tright and difturb me. I faw feven ears of corn grow- 
‘ing out of one root, having their heads borne down b 
‘“‘the weight of the grains, aad bending down with the fruit 
“which was now ripe, and fit for reaping ; and near thefe ὦ 
‘* faw feven other ears of corn, meagir and weak, for want of 
“‘ rain, which fell to eating and coniuming thofe that were fit 
“‘ for reaping, and put me into great aftonifhment.”’ 

6. To which Jofeph rephed. ‘* This dream, faid he, O 
‘“* king,although feen undertwotorms,fignifies oneandthe iame 
‘“‘ event of things ; tor when thou faweft the kine, which is 
** an animal made for the plougl: and for labour, devoured b 


. “ the worfer kine ; and the ears of corn eaten up by the Imal- 


‘‘ ler ears, they foretel a famine, and wani of the fruits of the 
“‘earth, for the fame number of years, and equal with 
‘** thofe‘when Egypt wasin an happy ftate; and {18 fo far, 
‘* that the plenty of thefe years will be {pent in the fame num- 
* ber ears of [carcity, and that {carcity ot neceliary provi- 
** fion | be very difficult to be corrected ; as a fign where- 
* of, théill favoured kine when they had devoured the better 
‘“* fort, could not be fatisfied. But itil! God forefhews what 
ἐξ is to come upon men, not to grieve them, but that when 
“ they know it before hand, they may by prudence make the 
“ ἀξία] experience ot what is foretold the more tolerable. If 
** thou therefore carefully difpole οἵ the plentitul ‘crops which 
‘* will come in the former years, thou wilt procure that the-tu- 
“ture calamity will not be felt by the Egy ptians.” 
7. Hereupon the king wondered at the difcretion and wif- 
doin of Jofeph ; and afked him by what means he might fo 
difpenfe the foregoing plentiful crops, in the happy years, as 
to make the mifcrable crops more tolerable. Juleph then add- 
ed this hisadvice. ‘To fpare the good crops, and not permit 
the Egyptians to fpend them luxurioully, but to referve what 
they would have {pentin luxury beyond their neceflity againit 
the time of want. Heallo exhorted him to take the corn ot 
the hufbandmen, and give them only fo muchas will be fufii. 
civnt for their food. Accordingly Pharaoh being furprifed at 
Jofeph, not only for his interpretation of the dream, but for 
the counfel he had given him, intrufted him with difpeniing 
the corn; with power to do what he thought would be tor the 
beneht of the people of Egy pt, and for the henefit of the king, 
as believing that he who frit difcovered this method ot a@ting, 
would prove the beft overfeer of it. But Jofeph having this 
power given him by the king, with leaveto make ufe of his 
eal, and to wear purple, drove in his chariot through all the 
land of Egypt ; and * took the corn of the hufbandmen, allott. 
ing as much to every one as would be {uflicient for feed, and 
for jo0d, but without difcovering to any one the reafon why 
1e did fo. 


* That is, bo: ht it for Pharavh at a very low price. 
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CHAP. VL 


How Fofeph, when he was become famous in Egypt, had his 
brethren ym Subjecion. 


41. JOSEPH was now grown uptothirty yearso? age, and 
enjoyed great honours from the king, who called him, 
Pfothom Phanech, out of regard to his prodigious degree of 
wildom, tor that name denotes the revealer of fecrets. He alfo 
married a wife of very high quality ; tor he married the daugh- 
terol * Petephres, one of the prieits ot Heliopolis. She was 
avirgin, and her name was Afenath. By her he had children 
before the fcarcity came on, Manaffeh, the elder, which figni- 
es forgetful, becaufe his prefent happinefls made him torget 
is former misfortunes ; and Ephraim, the younger, which 
lignifies reflored, becaufe he wa; reftored to the treedom of 
his forefathers. Now after Egypt had happily palied over 
feven years, according to Jofeph’s interpretation ot the dreams, 
the famine came upon them in theeighth year; and becaule 
this misfortune fell upon them when they had Τ no fenie ct it 
beforehand, they were all forely afflitied by it, and came 
running to the king’s gates ; and he called upon Jofeph, wno 
lold the corn to them, being be¢ome confeiiedly a faviour to 
the whole multitude of the Egy ptians. Nordid he open this 
market of corn for the people of that country only, but ftran- 
gers had liberty to buy alfo, Jofeph being willing chat all men, 
Who are naturally ‘a-kin to one another, fhould have afliflance 
from thofe that lived in happinefs. _ 
2. Now Jacob alfo when he underftood that foreigners might 
come, fent all his fons into Egypt to buy corn, for the land of 
aaan was grievoully affli4ted with the famine; and this great 
mifery touched the whole continent. He only retained Ben- 
jamin, who was born to him by Rachel, and was of the fame 
mother with Jofeph. Thefe fons of Jacob then came into 
Egypt, and applied themfelves to polerh, wanting to buy 
corn; for nothing of this kind was done without his approba- 
top, fince even then only was the honour that was paid the 


* This Potiphar, or as Jofephus, Petcphres, who was now a prick of On, or 
Hctiopolis, is the fame naine in Jofephus, and perhaps in Motes allo, with him 
who is before called head cook or captain of the guard, and to whom Joleph was 
fold, {ce Gen, xxxvii. 46 xxxix. 1. withxli, δὺο. Theyare alfo athrined to be 
one and the faine perfon in the teftarmnt of Jofeph, § 18. for he is there faid- τὸ 
have married the daughter of his matter and miitrefs. . Nor is this a uotion pecu. 
“arto that teffament, But, as Dr. Bernard confefles, note on Autiq: Β ΠῚ. chap, 
iv. § 2. common to Jofephus, to the Septuagint interpreter:, and to other learned 
Jews of old time. ; 

+ This entire ignorance of the Egyptians of thefe years of famine before the 
came, tuld us before, as well as here, chap. v. § 7. by Jofephus, feesns to be al- 
Mott inctedible. Itis in no other copy that I know of. 
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king himfelf advantageous to the perfons that paid it, when 
they took care to honour Jofeph alfo. Now when he well 
knew his brethren, they thought nothing of him, for he was 
but a youth when he left them, and was now come to an age 
{o much greater, that the lineaments of his face were chang- 
ed, and he was not known by them; befides this, the great- 
nefs of the dignity wherein he appeared, {fuffered them not fo 
much as to fu.peét it was he. He now made trial what fenti- 
ments they had about affairs of the greateft confequence ; for 
he refuted to fell them corn, and faid they were comeas {pies 
of the king’s affairs ; and that they came trom feveral coun- 
tries, and joined themfelves together, and pretended that they 
were of kin, it not being poflible that a private man fhould 
breed up fo many fons, and thofe of fo great beauty of coun- 
tenance as they were, {uch an education of fo many children 
being not eafily obtained by kings themfelves. Now this he 
did in order to difcover what concerned his father, and what 
happened to him after his own departure from him, and as de- 
firing to know what was become of Benjamin his brothér ; for 
he was afraid that they. had ventured on the like wicked en- 
terprife againft him, that they had done to himfelf, and had 
taken him off alfo, 

3 Now thefe brethren of his were under diftra€tion 
and terror, and thoughtthat very great danger hung over them ; 
yet not at all refleéting upon their brother jofeph, and ftand. 
ing firm under the accufations laid againit them, they made 
their defence by Reupel the eldeft of them, who now became 
their {pokefman ; “ We come not hither, faid he, with any 
δ unjuft defign, nor in order to bring any harm to the king's 
** affairs, we only want to be preferved, as fuppofing your hu- 
“ὁ manity might bea refuge for us from the miferies which our 
* country labours under, we having heard that you propofed 
** to fell corn, not only to' your own countrymen, but to 
** ftrangers alfo, and that yow determined to allow that corm in 
** order to preferve all that want it ; but that we are brethren, 
** and of the fame common blood, the peculiar lineaments of 
** our face, and thofe not much different trom one another, 
** plainly fhew. Our father’s name is Jacob, an Hebrew man, 
** who had twelve of us for his fons by four wives; which 
“ twelve of us while we are all alive, were an happy fam ; 
“‘ but when ome of our brethren, whofe name was Jofeph, di- 
“ ed, our affairs changed for the worfe, for our father could 
** not forbear to make a long lamentation tor him, and we are 
* in affliGiion. both by the calamity of the death of our broth- 
“‘ er, and the miferable ftate of our aged father. Weare now 
** therelore come to buy corn, having entrufled the care of 
* our father, and the provifion tor our family to Benjamin, 
** our youngeit brother ; and if thou fendeft to our houle, thou 
δε mayeft learn whether we are guilty of the leaft falfehood im 
“ what we fay. ΄ 
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4. And thus did Reubel endeavour to perfuade Jofeph to 
have a better opinion of them. But when he had learned from 
them that Jacob was alive, and that his brother was not de- 
ftroyed by them, he for the prefent, put them in prifon, as in- 
tending to examine more into their affairs when he fhould be 
atleifure. But onthe third day he brought them out, and faid 
tothem, That fince you conftantly affirm, that you are not 
come todo any harm to the king’s affairs ; that you are breth- 
ren, and the fons of the father whom you named, you will fat- 
isfy me of the truth of what you fay, if you leave one of your 
company with me, who fhall fuffer no injury here; and. if 
when ye have carried corn to your father, you will come to 
me again, and bring your brother, whom you fay you left 
there, along with you, for this fhall be by me efteemed an af- 
furance of the truth of what you have told me. Hereupon 
they were in greater grief than before ; they wept and perpet- 
ually deplored one amdagg another the calamity of Jofeph; 
and faid, ‘‘ They were faNen into this mifery asa punifhment 
"inflicted by God for what evil contrivances they had againit 
“him.” And Reubel was large in his reproaches of them for 
their too late repentance, whence no profit arole to Joleph ; 
and earneftly exhorted them to bear with patience whatever 
they fuffered, fince it wasdone by God in way of punifhment 
on his account. Thus they fpake to one anether, ret imagin- 
tng that Jofeph underftood their language.* A general fad- 
nefs alfo feized on them at Reubel’s words, and a repentance 
for what they had done ; and they condemned the wicked- 
πεῖς they had perpetrated, tor which they judged they were 
july punifhed by God. Now when Jofeph faw that’ they 
were in this diftrels,he was fo affe&ed at it that he fell into tears, 
and not being willing that they fhould take notice of him, he 
setired ; and after a while came to them again, and taking 
* Symeon, in order to his being a pledge for his brethren’s Te- 
turn, he bid them take the com they had bought, and 
go their way. Healfo commanded his fteward privily to put 
the money which they had brought with them for the pur: 
chafe of corn into their facks, and to difmifs them therewith ; 
who did what he was commanded to do. , 

τῷ Now when Jacob's fons were come into, the land of Caw 
naan, they told their father what had happened to them in E- 
gypt, and that they were taken to have come thither as {pies 


upon the king; and how they faid they were brethren, and — 


had left their eleventh brother with their father, but were not 
believed ; and how they had Jeft Simeon with the governor, 
until Benjamin fhould go thither, and be a téftimonial of the 
truth of what they had faid. And they begged of their father 


ἢ The reafon why Symeon might be feleGted outof the reft fot Jofeph’s prifoner, 
ts plain in the Teftament of Symeon, viz. that he wes one of the bigereft of all Jo- 


feph’s brethren agajuft him, ἢ 3. which appears ally im part by the teftament of 
Zabulos, § ἃ. 


Φ 
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to fear nothing. but'to fend the lad along with them. But 
acob was not pleafed with any thing his fons had done ;’ and 
e took the detention of Symeon heinoufly, and thence tho’t 
it a foolifh thing to give up Benjamin allo. Neither did he 
yield to Reubel’s perfuafion, though he begged it of him ; 
and gave leave, that the grand-father might, in way of requi- 
tal, fill his own fons, in cafe any harm came to Benjamin in 
the journey. So they were diftreffed, and knew not what to 
do. Nay, there was another accident that ftll difturbed them 
more, the money that was found hidden in their facks of 
corn. Yet when the corn they had brought failed them, and 
when the famine ftill affli€ted them, and neceflity forced 
them, Jacob did * [not] ftill refolve to fend Benjamin with 
his brethren, although there was no returning into Egypt un. 
lefs they came with what they had promifed. Now the mife- 
ry growing every day worfe, and his fons begging itof him, 
he had no other courfeto take in his prefent circumftances, 
And Judas, who was of a bold temper upon other occafions, 
᾿ fpake his mind very freely to him. ‘‘ That it did not become 
‘“* him to be afraid on account of his fon, nor to fufpe& the 
“‘ worft, as he did, for nothing could be done to his fon but by 
“δε appointment of God, which muft alfo for certain come 
‘“*to pafs though he were at home with him. That he ought 
““ not to condemn them to fuch manifeft deftruétion ; nor de- 
ΟΝ prive them of that plenty of food they might have from 
** Pharaoh, by his unreafonable fear about his fon Benjamin, 
* but ought to take care of the prefervation of Symeon, left 
““ by attempting to hinder Benjamin’s journey, Symeon thould 
“ perifh. He exhorted them to truft God for him; and faid, 
*“* he would either bring his fon back to him fafe, or, together 
‘with his, lofe his own life.” So that Jacob was at length 
perfuaded, and delivered Benjamin to them, with the price of 
the corn doubled. He alfo fent prefents to Joferh, of the 
fruits of the land of Canaan, + balfam, and rofin, as alfo tur- 
pentine, and honey. Now their father fhed many tears atthe 
departure of his fons, as well as themfelves. His concern was, 
that he might receive them batk again fate after their journey ; 
and their concern was, that they might find their father well, 
and no way affli€ted with grief for them. And this lamentation 
lafteda whole day. So that the old man was at [418 tired with 
grief, and ftayed behind ; but they went on their way for E- 
gypt, endeavouring to mitigate their grief for their prefent 
misfortunes, with the hopes of better fuccefs hereafter. 
6. As foon as they came into Egypt they were brought down 
to Jofeph. But here no {mall tear difturbed them, left they 


* The coherence feems to me to fhew, that the negative particle is here wanting, 
which I have fupplicd in brackets, and I wonder none have hitherto fufpeed iz 
ought to be fupplied. ; 

Of the precious balfam of Judea, and the turpentine, fee the note on Antig. 
B. VIII. chap. vi. 4 6. 
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fhould be accufed about the price of the corn, as if they had 
cheated Joleph. They then made along apology to Jofeph’s 
fteward ; and told him, that when they came home they found 
the money in their facks, and that they had now brought it a- 
long with chem. He faid, he did not know what they meant. 
So they were delivered from that fear. And when he had 
loofed Symeon, and put him into an handfome habit, he fut- 
fered him to be with his brethren ; at which time Jofeph came 
from his attendance on the king. So they offered him their 
prefents. And upon his putting the queftion to them about 
their father, they anfwered, that they found him well. He 
alio, upon his difcovery that Benjamin was alive, afked, 
whether this was their younger brother ? for he had feen him. 

hereupon they faid he was ; he replied, that the God over 
all was his protector. But when his affe&tion to him made 
him thed tears, he retired, defiring he might not be feen in that 
plight by his brethren. Then Jo:eph took them to fupper, 
and they were fet down in the fame order as they ufed to fit at 
their father’s table. And although Jofeph treated them all 
kindly, yet did he fend a mefs to Benjamin that was double 
to what the reft of the guefts had for their fhares. 

7. Now when after {upper they had compofed themfelves | 
to fleep, Joteph commanded his fteward both to give them 
their meafures ot corn, and to hide its price again in their 
facks ; and that withal they fhould put into Benjamin’s fack 
thegolden cup, out of which he loved himfelf to drink. Which 
things he did in order to make trial of his brethren, whether 
they would ftand by Benjamin when he fhould be accufed of 
having ftolen the cup, and fhould appear to be in danger ; or 
whether they would leave him, and, depending on their own 
imnocency, go to their father without him. When the fervant 
had done as he was bidden, the fons of Jacob, knowing no« 
thing of all this, went their way, and took Symeon along 
with them, and had a double caufe of joy, both becaufe they 
had received him again, and becaufe they took back Benjamin 
to their father, as they had promifed. But prefently a troop of 
horfemen encompafled them, and brought with them Jofeph’s 
fervant, who had put the cup into Benjamin’s fack. Upon 
which unex petted attack of the horfemen they were much dif- 
turbed, and afked what the reafon was that they came thusup- 
on men, who a little before had been by their lord thought 
worthy of an honourable and hofpitable reception! They re- 
plied, by calling them wicked wretches, who had forgot that 
very hofpitable and kind treatment which Jofeph had given 
them, and did not {cruple to be injurious to him; and to car- 
ry off that cup out of which he had, in fo friendly a manner, 
drank to them, not regarding their friendfhip with Jofeph, no 
more than the danger they fhould be inif they were taken, in 
comparifon of the unjuft gain. Hereupon he threatened, that 
they thould be punifhed i for though they had efcaped the 
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knowledge of him, who was but a fervant, yet had they not 
efcaped the knowledge of God, nor had gone off with what 
they had ftolen; and afterall, afked, why we come upon them ? 
As it they knew nothing of the matter.” And he told them, 
that they fhould immediately know it by their punifhment. 
This,-and more of the fame nature, did the fervant fay, in way 
of reproach to them. But they being wholly ignorant of any 
thing here that concerned them, laughed at what he faid ; and 
wondered at the abufive language which the fervant gave them, 
when he was fo hardy as to accule thofe who did not belore fo 
much as retain the price of their corn, which was found in 
their facks, but brought it again, though no body elfe knew 
of any fuch thing, fo far were they from offering any injury 
to Jofeph voluntarily. But ftill, fuppofing that a flearch would 
be a more fure juftification of themfelves than their own de- 
nial of the fa&, they bid him fearch them,’and that if any of 
them had been guilty of the theft, fo punifh them all ; tor be- 
ing no way con{cious to them!elves of any crime, they fpake 
with afflurance, and asthey thought, without any danger to 
themfelves alto. The fervants defired there might be a 
{earch made; but they faid, the punifhment fhould extend to 
- him alone who fhould be found guilty of the theft. So they 
made the fearch ; and having fearched all the reft, they came 
-Jaft of all to Benjamin, as knowing it was Benjamin’s fack in 
which they had hidden the cup, they having indeed fearched 
the reft only fora fhew of accuracy ; fo the reft were out of 
feartrom themiclves, and were now only concerned about 
Benjamin, but ftill were well affured that he would alfo he 
found innocent ; and they reproached thofe that came after 
them for their hindering them, while they might in the mean 
while, have gotten a good way ontheirjourney. Butas foor 
as they had fearched Ben‘nmin’s fack, they found the cup, 
and took it from him ; and all was changed to mourning and 
Jamentation, They rent their garments, and wept tor the pun- 
ifhment which their brother was to undergo for his thelt, and 
for the detution they had put on their tather, when they prom- 
ifed they would briig Benjamin fafe tohim. What added to 
their mifery was, that this melancholy accident came untortu- 
nately at a time when thev thought they had been gotten ‘off 
clear. But they confefled that this misfortune of their broth- 
er, as well as the yrict of their father for him, was owing to 
themfelves, fince it was they that forced their father to fend 
him with them, when he was averfe to if. 
8. Phe horfemen then took Benjamin and brought him te 
pofeph his brethren allo following him-; who, when he faw 
um in cuftody, andthem inthe habit of mourners, faid, “* How 
δ" came you, vile wretches as you are, to have fuch a ftrange 
** notion of my kindnefs toyou, and ot God's providence, as. 
““impudently to do thus to your benefaétor, who in {uch an 
** hofpitable manner had entertained you δ᾽" Whereupon they 
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gave up themfelves to be punifhed, in order to fave Benjamin ; 
and called to mind what a wicked enterprife they had been 
guilty of againft Jofeph. They alfo pronounced him more 
happy than themtelves, if hc were dead, in being freed from 
the miferies of this lite ; and if he were alive, that he enjoyed 
the plea‘ure of fee:ing God's vengcance upon them. ‘They 
faid farther, they were the plague of their tather, fince they 
fhould now add to his former affliction for Jofeph, this other 
affliétion tor Benjamin. Reubel allo was laige in cutting them 
upon ths occafion. But Jofeph difimiffed them; for he laid, 
they had been guilty of no offence, and that he would content 
himfelt with the lad’s punifhinent, for he faid, it was not a fit 
thing to Ict him go tree tor the fake of thofe who had not of- 
fended; nor was it a fit thing to punifh them together with 
him who had been guilty of ftealing. And when he promifed 
to givethem leaveto go away in fatety, the reftot them were 
under great confternation, and were able to fay nothing on this 
fad occahun. But Judas who had perfuaded their father to 
fend the lad from him, being otherwife alfo a very bold and 
aétive man, determined to hazard himfelf for the prefervation 
of his brother. ‘‘ * It is true, faid he, O governor, that we 
** have been very wicked with regard to thce, and on that ac- 
** count delerve punifhment ; even all of us may juflly be 
** punithed, although the theft were not committed by all, but 
** only by one of us, and he the youngeft alio. But yet there 
** remain fome hope tor us, who otherwife muft be under def- 
** pair on his account, and this from-+thy goodnefs, which 
** promifes us a deliverance out of our prefent danger, And 
** now I beg thou wilt not look at us, or at that great 
** crime we have been guilty of, but at thy own excellent na- 
“* ture, and take advice of thine own virtue, inftead of that 
** wrath thou haft againft us. Which paffion thofe that oth- 
** erwife are of a low charaéter indulge, as they do their 
** ftrength, and that not only on great, but allo on very tri-. 
** fling occafions. Overcome, Sur, that paffion, and be not 
** fubdued by it, nor fuffer it to flay thofe thatdo not otherwife 
** prefume upon their own fafety, but are defirous to accept 
** of it from thee ; for this is not the firft time that thou wiit 
** bellow it on us, but before when we came to buy corn, thou 
“* affordeft us great plenty of food, and gaveift us leave to car- 
** ry fo much home to our family, as has preferved them from 
** perifhing by famine. Nor is there any difference between 
** not overlooking men that were perifhing for want of necefla- 
* ries, and not punithing thole that feem to be offenders, and 
** have been fo unfortunate as to lofe the advantage of that glo- 


* This oration feems to me too large, and too unufual a digression, to have beem 

compoied & judas un this occafion. 11 ieems tu me a {peech or deciamation come 

. poled formerty, in the perton of Judas, and in the way of oratory, that lay by him, 

“Send which he thought fit to infert on this occafion. See t vo mur fuch fpcockes ef 
declamations, Antiq. B. VI. chap. xiv. § 4. | 
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“ rious benefaétion which they received trem thee. This will 
“* be an inftance of equal favour, though beftowed attera dit- 
‘* ferent manner ; for thou wilt fave thofe thi» way whom thou 
** dift feed the other 9. and thou wilt hereby preferve alive, by 
“4 thy own bounty, thofe fouls which thou didft not iuffer to 
“ὃς diftreffed by tamine, it being indeed at once a wonderful 
*¢ and a great thing to fuftain our lives by corn, and to beftow 
** on us that pardon, whereby, now we are diftrefled, we may 
‘‘ continue thofe lives. And I am ready tu fuppofe, that God 
“* is willing to afford thee this opportunity of thewing thy vir- . 
“ tuous dilpofition, by bringing us into this calamity, that it 
“‘ may appear thou canft forgive the injuries that are done to 
*‘ thyfelt ; and mayeft be elteemed kind to others befides thofe 
“‘ who, on other accounts, ftand in need of thy affittance, fince 
‘it is indeed a right thing to do well to thofe who are in dif. 
δ trefs for want of food, but ftill a more glorious thing to fave 
“ thofe who deferve to be punifhed, when it 1s on account of 
** heinous offences againit thy{elf ; tor if it be a thing deferv- 
** ing commendation to forgive luch as have been guilty of 
“ fmall offences, that tend to a perfon’s lofs, and this be praife- 
“ worthy in him that, overlooks fuch offences, to. reftrain a 
** man’s paffion as to criines which are capital to the guilty, 18 
“τὸ be like the molt excellent nature οἱ God himfelf. And 
“truly, as for myfelf, had it not been that we had a father, 
** whochad dif overed, on occafion of the death of Jofeph, how 
** miferably he is always afhiéied at the lofs of his fons, I had 
““ notmade any wordson account of the faving of our own lives; 
** I mean, any farther than as that would be an excellent char- 
** aéter tor thyfelf, to preferve even thofe that would have no 
** body to lament them when they were dead, but we would 
4“ have yiclded ourfelves up to {uffer whatfoever thou pleafeft. 
** But now, (for we do not plead fer mercy to ourlelves, though 
““ indeed if we die, it will be while we are young, and betore 
** we have had the enjoy:nent of life) have regard to. our fath- 
“er, and take pity of his old age, on whofe account it is that 
δε we make thefe tupplications to thee. We beg thou wilt give 
* us thofe lives, which this wickednefs of ours has rendered 
* obnoxious to thy punifhment ; and this for his fake who 15 
“ποῖ himfelf wicked, nor does his being our tather, make us 
“wicked. He isa good man, and not worthy to have fuch 
ἡ “ trials of his patience ; and now we are abfent, is he afflitied 
** with care for us. Butif he hear of our deaths, and what 
““ was the caufe of it, he will on that account die an immature 
** death. And the reproachtul manner of our ruin will hafter: 
*‘ his end, and will directly kill him, nay, will bring him to 
“a miserable death, while he will make hbafte to rid himfelf 
** out of the world, and bring him{elf to a flate of infenfibili- 
“ ty, before the fad-flory of our end come abroad info the reft 
᾿ς“ of the world. Confider things in this manner, although our 
** wickednefs does aow provoke thee with a juft defire of pun- 
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“ tthing that wickednefs, and forgive it for our father’s fake ; 
“and let thy commiferation of him weigh more with thee than 
“our wickednefs. Have regard to the old age ot our father, 
“who if we perifh, will be very lonely while he lives, and. 
* will foon die himfelf alfo. Grant this boon to the name of 
δ fathers, for thereby thou wilt honour him that begat thee, and 
“will grant it to thy felt alfo, who enjoyeft already that de- 
“nomination. ‘Thou wilt then, by that denomination be pre- 
"* ferved of God, the Father ot all. by fhewing a pious regard 
“to which, in the cafe of our father, thou wilt appear to hon- 
“our him who is ftiled by the fame name ; I mean, if thou 
“wilt have this pity on our father, upon the confideration how 
“ miferable he will be it he be deprived of his fons. It is thy 
" part therefore to beftow on us what God has given us, when 
“itis in thy power to take it away, and fo to refemble him 
“entirely in charity ; for it is good to ufe that power, which 
“can either give or take away, on the merciful fide ; and 
“ when it is in thy power to deftroy, to forget that thou ever 
“hadft that power, and to look on thyfelf as only allowed 
" power for prefervation ; and that the more any one extends 
“this power, the greater reputation does he gain to himielf, 
“ Now by forgiving our brother what he has unhappily com- 
“ mitted, thou wilt preferve us all ; for we cannot think of 
“ living if he be put to death, fince we darenot (hew ourfelves 
“alive to our father without our brother, but here muft we 
“ partake of one and the fame cataftrophe of his life. And fo 
“ far we beg of thee, O governor, that if thou condemnett 
“ our brother to die, thou wilt punilh us together with him, 
“as partners of his crime ; for we thall not think it reafona- 
* ble to be referved to kill ourfelves for griet of our brother’s 
" death, but fo to die rather as equally guilty with him of this 
“crime. J will only leave with thee this one -confideration, 
“and then will fay no more, viz. that our brother committed 
“ his fault when he was young, and not yet of confirmed wil- 
dom in his conduét, and that men naturally forgive fuch 
“ young perfons. And I end here, without adding what 
“ more I have to fay, that in cafe thou condemnett us, that o- 
* miffion may be fuppofed to have hurt us, and permitted thee 
to take the feverer fide. But in cafe thou fetteft us free, that 
“ this may be afcribed to thy own goodnefs, of which thou 
* art inwardly confcious, that thou freeft us trom condemna- 
: tion ; and that not by barely preferving us, but by granting 
_ us fuch a favour as will make us appear more righteous than 
‘we really are, and by reprefenting to thyfelt more motives 
δ for oug deliverance than we are able to produce ourtelves, 
“Ἢ therefore thou refolveft to flay him, I defire thou wilt 
* flay me ii. his ftead, and fend him back to his father ; or if 
ou pleafeft to retain him with thee asa flave, Iam fitter to 
bour for thy advantage in that capacity, and as thou feeft, 
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«* am better prepared for either ef * thofe fufferings.” So Ju- 
das being very willing to undergo any thing whatever for the 
deliverance οἱ his brother, caft himfelf down at Jofeph’s feet, 
and earneftly laboured to afluage and pacify his anger. All 
his brethren alfo tell.down before him weeping and delivering 
themfelves up to deltruétion tor the prefervation of the life of 
Benjamin. ‘ 

10. But Jofeph, as overcome now with his affetions, and 
no longer-able to perfonate an angry man, commanded all 
that were prefent to depart, that he might make himfelt known 
to his brethren, when they were alone.. And when the reft 
were gone out, he made himfelt known to his brethren ; and 
faid, “1 commend you tor your virtue, and your kindnefs to 
Δ our brother ; I'find you better men than I could have ex- 
“ pected from what you contrived about me. Indeed, I did 
*‘ all this to try your love to your brother; fol believe you 
‘* were not wicked by nature, in what you did in my cafe, 
* but that all has happened according to God’s will, who has 
*‘ hereby procured our enjoyment of what good things we 
‘‘ heve; and, 1f he continue in a favourable difpofition, of 
“* what we hope for hereafter. Since therefore I know that 
** our father 18 fafe and well, beyond expectation; and I fee 
** you fo well difpofed to your brother, 1 will no longer re- 
** inember what guilt you feem to have had about me, but will 
“‘ leave off to hate you for that your wickednefs, and do rath- 
** er return you my thanks, that you have concurred withthe 
‘‘ intentions of God to bring things to their prefent flate. I 
‘*S would have you alfo rather to forget the fame, fince that 1m- 
“* prudence of yours is cometo fuch an happy conclufion, 
** than to be uneafy and bluth at thofe your offences. Do not 
** therefore let your evil intentions, when you condemned me 
* and that bitter remorfe which might follow, bea grief to you 
“* now, becaufe thofe intentions were fruftrated. Go there- 
** foray our way, rejoicing in what has happened by the divine 
“" providence, and inform your father of it, left he fhould be 
** {pent with cares-for you, and deprive me of the moft agree- 
‘* able part of my felicity ; I mean, leit he fhould die before 
“ὁ he come into my fight, and enjoys the good things that we 
“now have. Bring therefore with you our father, and your 
‘* wives, and childr.n, and aJl your kindred, and remove your 
** habitation hither; for it is not proper that the perfons dear- 
** eft to me fhould live remote from me, now my affairs are fo 
** profperous, efpecially when they muft endure five more 
** years of famine.”” When Joleph had faic this, he embraced 
his brethren, who were in tears and furrow; But the gene- 
τοὺς Κιπάηείς of their brother feemed to leave among them no 
room for fear, Jeft they ihould be punifhed on account of 


* In all this fpeech of Judas’s we may obferve, that Jofephus fil Luppeted chat 
death was the punifhmeut of theft in Egypt, in thedays of Joleph, though it neve 
ex was fo amongthe Jews, Ly the law οἱ Moles. 
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what they had confulted and a&ed againft him. And they 
were then feafting. Now the king, as foon as he heard that 
Jofeph’s brethren were come to him, was exceeding glad of 
it, as if it had ‘been a part of his own good fortune; and gave 
them waggons full of corn, and gold, and filvér, to be 
conveyed to his father. Now when they had received more 
αἱ their brother, part to be carried to their father, and part_as 
lree gittsto every one οἱ themfelves, Benjamin hating ftill 
more than the reit, they departed. 


CHAP. VIt. 
The removal of Fofeph’s father, with all his family, to hint, 


. 


on account of the famine. 
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41. S foon as Jacob came to know, by his fons return- 

ing home, in what ftate Jofeph was, that he had 
not only efcaped death, for which yet he lived all along in 
mourning, but that he lived in f{plendor and happinefs, and 
taled over Egy pt juintly with the king, and had intrufted to 
his care almoft all his affairs; he did not think any thing he 
was told to be incredible, confidering the greatnefs of the 
works ot God, and his kindnefs to him, although that kind- 
nefs had, for fome late times, been intermitted, fo he imme- 
diately, and zealonfly fet out upon his journey to him. 

2. When he came to the well of the oath (Beerfheba) he 
offered facrifice to God, and being afraid that the happinefs 
there was in Egypt might tempt his pofterity to fallin love | 
with it, and fettle in it, and no more think of removing into 
the land of Canaan, and poffeffing it, as God had promifed 
them ; as alfo being atraid, left if this defcent into Egypt 
were made without the will of God, his family might be de- 
ftroyed there; out οἱ fear withal, left he fhould depart this 
lite before he came to the fight ot Jofeph, he fell afleep, re- 
Volving thefe doubts in his mind. 

4. but God flood by him, and called to him twice by hrs 
fame ; and when he afked who he was ? God faid, “‘ No fure, 
" it is not juft that thou Jacob fhouldft be unacquainted with 
“ that God who has been ever a prote@tor and an helper-to 
. “thy forefathers, and alter them to thyfelf: For when thy 

ather would have deprived thee of the dominion, I gave it 
" thee ; and by my kindnefs it was, that when thou wait fent 
“ into Mefopozamia all alone, thou obtainedft good wives, 
“ and returnedft with many children, and much wealth. 
᾿ Thy whole family alfo has been preferved by my provi- 
.. dence ; and it was I who condu&ed Jofeph, thy fon whom 
᾿ thou gaveft up for loft, to the enjoyment of great profperi- 
ty. Lalfo made him lord of Egypt, fo that he differs but 
" httle trom a king. Accordingly i come Row as a guide te 
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“* thee in this journey ; and foretel to thee, that thou fhalt die 
‘- in the arms of Jofeph ; and 1 inform thee, that thy pofterity 
** fhall be many ages in authority and glory, and that I will 
** fettle them in the land which I have promifed them.” 

4. Jacob, encouraged by his dream, went on more cheer~ 
fully for Egypt, with his fons, and all belonging to them. 
Now they were in all feventy. I once indeed thought it beft 
not to fet down the names of this tamily, efpecially becaufe of 
their dificult pronunciation (by the Greeks) ; but, upon the 
whole, I think it neceffary to mention thofe names, that I 
may difprove fuch as believe that we came originally not out 
of Mefopotamia, but are Egyptians. Now Jacob had twelve 
fons, of thefe Jofeph was come thither before. We will 
therefore fet down the names Uf Jacob’s children and grand. 
children. Reubel had four fons, Anach, Phallu, Affaron, 
Charmi. Symeon had fix, Jamuel, Jamin, vod, - Jachin, 
Soar, Saul. Levihad three fons, Gerfom, Caath, Merari. 
Judas had three fons, Sala, Phares, Zerah ; and by Phares two 

rand-children, Efrom and: Amar. Iffachar had four fons, 
Thola, Phua, Jafub, Samaron. Zabulon had with him three 
fons, Sarad, Helon, Jalel. So far is the pofterity of Lea; 
with whom went her daughter Dinah. Thefe are thirty-three. 
‘Rachel had two fons, the one of which, Jofeph, had two fons 
alfo, Manaffeh and Ephraim. The other Benjamin, had ten 
fons, Bolau, Bacchar, Afabel, Geras, Naaman, Jes, Ros, 
Momphis, Opphis, Arad. Thefe fourteen added fo the thirty- 
three before enumerated, amount to the number forty feven. 
And this was the legitimate pofterity of Jacob. He had be- 
fides by Bilha, the handmaid of Rachel, Dan and Nephthali, 
which laft had tour fons that followed him, Jefel, Guni, Iffa- 
riand Selim. Dan had an only begotten fon Ufi. If thefe 
be added to thofe beforementioned, they complete the number 
fitty-four. Gad and Afer were the fons of Zilpha. who was 
the handmaid of Lea. Thefe had with them, Gad feven, Sa- 

honiah, Augis, Sunis, Azabon, Aerin, Eroed, Ariel. Afer 
ada daughter Sarah, and fix male children, whofe names 
were Jomne, Ifus, Ifoui, Baris, Abar,;.and Melchiel. If we 
add thefe, which are fixteen, to the fifty-four, the foremen- 
tioned number (70) is completed * Jacob not being himfelf 
included in that number. ΄. 

5. When Jofeph underftood that his father was coming, for 
Judas his brother was come before him, and informed him of 

isapproach he went out to metthim ; and they met togeth- 
er at Heroopolis. But Jacob almoft fainted away at this un- 


* Allthe Greek copies of Jofephus have the negative particle here, that Jacob 
himfelf was not reckoned one of the 70 fouls thst came into Egypt ; but the old 
Lattin copies want it, and dire€tly affure us he was one of them. It is therefore 
bardly certain which of thefe was Jofephus’s true reading, fince the number 70 is 
made up without him, if we reckon Leah for one ; but it fhe be not reckon<d, Jae 
cob muit himfeif be one, to complete the number, 
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ἐχφεδεὰ and great joy ; however, Jofeph revived him being 

yet not himfelf able to contain from being affééted in the fame. 
manner at the pleafure he now had, yet was he not wholly 

overcome with his paffion, as his father was. After this, he 

defired Jacob to travel on flowly ; but he himfelf took five of 
his brethren with him, and made hafte to the king, to tell him 

that Jacob and his family were come, which was a joyful 

hearing tohim. He alfo bid Jofeph tell him what fort of life 

his brethren loved to lead, that he might give them leave to 

follow the fame. Who told him they were good thepherds, 

and had heen ufed to follow no other employment but this a- 
lone. Whereby he provided for them, that they fhould not 

be feparated, but live in the fame place, and take care of their 

father ; as alfo hereby he provided, that they might be accept- 

able to the Egyptians, by doing nothing that would be eom- 

mon to them with the Egyptians ; for the Egy ptian~ are * pro- 

hibited to meddle with feeding of fheep. 

6. When Jacob was come‘to the king, and faluted him, and 
withed all prosperity to his government, Pharaoh afked him, 
how old he now was? Upon whole anfwer, that he was an 
hundred and thirty years old, he admired Jacob on account 
of the length of his life. And when he had added, that {till he 
had not lived fo long as his forefathers, he gave him leave to 
live with his children in Heliopolis ; for in that city the king's 
fhepherds had their pafturage. 

4. However, the famine increafed among the Egyptians ; 
and this heavy judgment grew more oppreilive to them, be- 
caufe neither did the river overflow the ground, for it did not 
rife to its tormer height, nor did God t fend rain upon it; 
nor did they indeed make the leaft provifion for themfelves 
fo ignorant were they what was to be done; but Jofeph fold 
them corn for their money. But when their money failed 
them, they bought corn with their cattle, and their flaves 5 
and if any of them had a {mall piece of land, they gave up that 
to purchafe them food, by which means the king became the 
owner of all their fubftance ; and they were removed fome to 
one place, and fome to another, that fo the poffeflion of their 
country might be firmly afforded to the king; excepting the 
Jands of the priefts, for their country continued fill in their 
own poffeffion. And indeed this fore famine made their minds, 


* Jofephus thought, that the Egyptians hated or defpifed the employment of a 
shepherd in the daysof Joleph; whereas Hishop Cumberland has shewn, that they 
rather hated {uch Phenician or Canaanite shepherds that had long enfleved the Egyp~ 
tians of oldt:me. See his Sanchoniatho, p. 361, 362. ; 

+ Reland here puts the queftion, How Julephus could eompliain of its not rain- 
ing in Egypt during this famine, while the ancients afirm, that it never does natur~ 
ally rain there? His anfwer is, that when the ancients deny that it raias in Egypt, 
they only mean the upper Egypt above the Delta, which is called Fgypt in the 
firiGeft fenfe ; but thatin Delta, (and by confequence in the lower Egpyt adjoin- 
ing to it) it did of old, and ftill docs rain fometimes, See the note en Antig. B, 
111, chap. i. § 6. . 
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as well as their bodies flaves ; and at Jength compelled them to 
rocure a fufiiciency of food by fuch difhonourable means. 
But when this mifery ceafed, and the river overflowed the 
round, and the ground brought forth its fruits plentifully, 
Joteph came to cvery city and gathered the pcople thereto 
elonging together and gave them back entirely the land 
which, by their own confent the king might have poffeffed 
alone, and alone enjoyed the fruits ot τ. He alfo exhorted 


'+ them to look onit as every ones own poffeffion ; and to fall 


to theif hufbandry with cheerfulnefs ; and to pay asa tribute” 
tothe king, the * fifth part of the fruits tor the land which the ° 
king when it was his own, reftored to them. Thefe men re- 
joiced upon their becoming unexpettedly owners of their 
lands, and diligently obferved what was enjoined them. And 
by this means Vofeph procured to himfelf a greater authority 
among the Egyptians, and greater love to the,king fromthem. 
Now this law, that they fhould pay the fitth part of their fruits 
as tribute, continued unti! their latter kings. 


CHAP. VIII. 
Of the Death of Facob and Foafeph. 


1. NYOW when Jacob had lived feventeen yearsin Egy pt, 
: N he fell end a difeafe, and died, in the prefence of 
his fons ; but not till he made his prayers for their enjoying 
profperity, and till he had foretold to them prophetically how 
every one of them was to dwell in the land of Canaan. But 
this happenedsmany years afterward. Healfo + enlarged up- 
en the praifes of Jofeph; how he had. not remembered the 
evil doings of his brethren to their difadvantage ; nay, on the 
contrary ,was kind to them,beftowing upon them fo many ben- 
efits, as {cldom are beftowed on men’s own benetaétors. He 
then commanded his own fons that they fhould admit Jofeph’s 
fons, Ephraim and Manaf{lch, inte their number, and divide 
the land of Canaan in common with them ; concerning whom 
we fhall treat hereafter. However, he made it his requeft 
that he.might be buried at Hebron. So he died, when he had. 
Jived full an hundred and fifty years, three only abated, hav- 
ing not been behind any of his anceftors in piety towards. 


* Jofephus fuppofes, that Jofeph now reftored the Egyptians their lands again, 
upon the payment of a fitth part as tribute. Iticenis to me rather that the land was- 

no « confidered as Pharaoh’s land, and this fifth part as its rert, to be paid to hina 
' as he was their landlord, and they his tenants; and that th: lands were not pro« 
perty reftored, and this fitth part referved as tribute only, till the days of Sefoitris, 
See Effay on the Old Teftaincat, append. 148, 149. 

+ Asto thisencomium npon foieph, as preparatory to Jacob’s adopting Eph- 
raim and Manaffch into his own family, and to he admitted for two tribes, which 
polepin's here mentions, all our copies of Genefis omit iu, ch. xlviii. nor do wa: 

now wheuce he took it, or whether it be not his own embellifhment ouly. 
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God ; and having fuch arecompence for it, as it was fat thofe 
fould have who were fo good as thefe were. But Jofeph, by 
the king’s permiflion, carried his tather’s dead body to Heb- 
ron, and there buried it, ata greatexpence. Now his breth- 
ren were at firft unwilling to return back with him, becaufe 
they were afraid left, now their father was dead, he fhould 
punifh them for their fecret pra¢tices againft him, fince he 
was now gone, for whole fake he had been fo gracious to. 
them. But he perfuaded them to fear no harm; and to enter- 
tain no fufpicions of him. So he brought them along with 
him, and gave them great poffeflions, and never left off his 
particular concern for them. , 

2. Jofeph alfo died when he had lived an hundred and ten 
years ; having been a man of admirable virtue, and conduét- 
ing all his affairs by the rules of reafon ;.and ufed his authori- 
ty with moderation, which wasthe caufe of his fo great felici- 
ty among the Egyptians, even when he came from another 
country, and that in fuch ill circumftances alfo, as we have 
already defcribed. At length his brethren died, after they 
had lived happily in Egypt. Now the pofterity and fons of 
thefe men after fome time carried their bodies, and burned 
them at Hebron. But as to the bones of Jofeph, they: carried 
them intd the land of Canaan afterward, when the Hebrews 
went out of Egypt. for fo had Jofeph made them promife him 
upon oath. But what became of every one of thefe men, and 
by what toils they got the poffeffion of the land of Canaan, 
Shall be fhewed hereafter, when I have firlt explained upon 
av hat account it was that they left Egy pt. . 


΄ CHAP. IX. 


Concerning the AffliGions that befel the Hebrews in Egypt, dur- 
ἀὴρ * Four Hundred Years. 

4 1. No it happened that the Egyptians grew delicate 

and lazy, as to pains taking, and gave themfelves 
up to other pleafures, and in particular to the love of gain. 
They alfo became very ill-affe€ted towards the Hebrews, as 
touched with envy at their profperity. .For when they faw 
how the nation of the Ifraelites flourithed, and were. become 
eminent already in plenty of wealth, which they had acquired 
by their virtue and natural-love οἱ labour, they thought their 
increafe was to their own detriment. And haying in length 
of time forgotten the benefits they had received from }Jofeph, 
particularly the crown being now come into another fammy, 
they became very abufive to the Ifraelites, and contrived: ma- 


* Asto the affli€iion of Abraham’s pofterity for 400 years, fee Antiq. Book Te 
chap x.§9. And asto what cities they built ia Egypt ander Pharaoh Sefoftris, 
and of Pharaoh Sefoftris’s drowning in the Red Sea, ice Flay on the Old Toft. 
Append. p. 139—162. a 
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ny ways of afflicting them ; for they enjoined them to cuta 
great number of channels for the river, and to build walls for 
their cities, and ramparts, that they might reftrain the river, 
and hinder its waters from ftagnating, upon its running over 
its own banks. They fet them alfo to * build pyramids, and 
by al] this wore them out ; and {forced them to learn all forts 
of mechanical arts, and to accuftom themfelves to hard la- 
bour. And four hundred years did they {pend under thefe 
afflittions ; for they {trove ane againit the other which fhould 
get the maftery, the Egy ptians defiring to deftroy the Ifrael- 
ites by thefe labours, and the Ifraelites defiring to hold out to 
the end under them. 

2. While the affairs of the Hebrews were in this condition, 
there was this occafion offered itfelf to the Egy ptians, which 
made them more folicitous for the extinélion of our nation. 
One ot thofe + facred {cribes, who are very fagacious in 
foretclling future events truly, told the king, that about this 
time there would a child be born to the Ifraelites, who, if he 
were reared, would bring the Egyptian dominion low, and 
would raife the Ifraelites ; that he would excell all men in vir- 
tue, and obtain aglory that would be remembered through all 
ages. Which thing was fo feared by the king, that according 
to this man’s opinion, he commanded that they fhould caf 
every male child, which was born to the Ifraelites, into the 
river, and deltroy it; that befides this,the { Egyptian mid- 
wives fhould watch the labours of the Hebrew women, and 
obferve what jis born, for thofe were the women who were en- 
joined todo the office of midwives to them ; and by reafon of 
their relation to the king, would not tranfgrefs his commands. 
He enjoined alfo, that if any parents fhould difobey him, and 
venture to {pare their § male children alive, they and their 


* Of this building of the pyramids of Egypt by the If{raelites, fee Perizonius 
Orig. Agyptiac, chap. xxi. ’Tis noe impoilible they might build one or more of 
the imall ones, but the large ones feem much later. Only, if they be all built ef 
ftone, this does not fo well agree with the I{raelites labours, which are {aid to have 


Ὁ been in drick, and not ἐπ flene, as Mr Sandys obierves in his Travels, p. 127, 128. 


+ Dr Bernard informs us here, that inftead of this fingle prieft or prophet of - 
the Egyptians, without a name in Jofephus, the Targum of Jenathan names the 
two famous antagonifts of Mofes, Jannes and Janbres. Nor isit at all unlikely, 
that it might be one of thele who foreboded fo much miferv to the Egyptians, aad 
fo much happinefs to the I{raelites, from the rearing of Mofes. 

$ Jofephus is clear that thefe midwives were Eyyptians, and not I fraelites, as 
in our other copies ; which is very probable, jt being not eafily to be fuppofed, 
that Pharaoh could tmift the I{raelite mid wives to execute fo barbarous a command 
againft their own nation. Confult therefore, and correft hence our ordinary co- 
pies, Exod. i. 15, 22. And indeed Jofephus feems to have had much completer 
eopies of the Pentateuch, or other authentic records now loft, about the birth and 
ations of Mofes, than cither our Hebrew, Samaritan, or Greek Bibles afford us, 
which enabled him to be fo large and particular about him. 

§ Of this grandfather of Seloftris, Rameftes the Great, who flew the Ifraclite 
infants, and of the infcription on his obelifk, containing, in my opinion, one of 
the oldeft records of mankind, {ee eflay on the Old Tefl. Append. p. 159, 145s 
147) 217—220. 
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families fhould be deftroyed. This was ἃ fevere affli€tion in- 
deed to thofe that fuffered-it, not only as they were deprived 
of their fons, and while they were the parents themfelves, they 
were obliged to be fubfervient to the deftruétion of their own 
children, but as. it was to be fuppofed to tend to the extirpa- 
tion of their nation, while upon the deftruétion of their chil- 
dren, and their own gradual diffolution, the calamity would 
become very hard and inconfolable tothem. And this was 
the ill ftate they were in. But no one can be too hard for the 
purpofe ot God, though he contrive ten thoufand fubtile devi- 
ces for that end ; for this child, whom the facred fcribe fore- 
told, was brought up and concealed from the obfervers ap- 
pointed by the ‘king ; and he that foretold him did not mifteke 
in the confequences of his prefervation, which were brought 
to pafs after the manner following. | 

3. A man whofe name was Amram, one of the nobler fort 
of the Hebrews, was afraid tor his whole nation, left it fhould 
fal, by the want of young men to be brought up hereafter, 
and was very uneafy at it, his wife being then with child, and 
he knew not what todo. Hereupon he betook himfelf to pray - 
erto God ; and entreated him to have compaffion on thofe men 
who had no ways tranfgreffed the laws of worthip, and to 
afford them deliverance trom the miferies they at that time en- 
dured, and torender abortive their enemies hopes of the de~ 
ftru@ion of their nation. Accordingly God had mercy on 
lim, and was moved by his fupplication. He ftood by him 
in his fleep, and exhorted him not to defpair of his future fa- 
vours. He faid farther, that he did not forget their picty to- 
wards him, and would always reward them for it, as he had 
formerly granted his favour to their forefathers, and made 
them increafe from a few, to fo great a multitude. He put 
him in mind, that whem Abraham was come alone out of Me. 
fopotamia into Canaan, he had been made happy, not only in 
other refpe&ts, but that when his wife was at frft barren, the 
was afterwards by him enabled to conceive feed, and bear him 
fons. That he left to Ifhmael and to his pofterity, the country 
of Arabia; as alfo to his fons by Ketura, Troglodytes. And 
to aac, Canaan. That by my affiftance, faid he, he did 
great exploits in war, which, unle(s you be yourfelves impi- 
ous, you muft ftill remember. Asfor Jacob he became well 
known to ftrangers alfo, by the greatnefs of that profperity in 
which he ljved, and left to his fons, who came into Egypt 
with no more than feventy fouls, while you are now become 
above fix hundred thoufand, Know therefore that I fhaH_pro- 
vide for you all incommon what is for your good, and partic- 
ularly tor thyfelf what {hall make thee famous ; for that child, 
out of dread of whofe nativity the Egy ptians have doomed the 
Ifraelite children to deftru&tion, fhall be this child of thine, 
and {hall be concealed trom thofe who watch to deftroy him. 
And when he is brought up in a furprifing way, he fhall de- 
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diver the Hebrew nation from the diftrefs they are under from 
the Egyptians. His memory {hall be famous while the world 
Jafts ; and this not only among the Hebrews, but foreigners 
alfo. ΑΙ] which fhall be the effett of my favour to thee, and 
to thy pofterity. He thall alfo have fuch a-brother that he 
fhall himfelf obtain my priefthood, and his pofterity fhall have 
it after him to the end of the world. 

4. When the vifion had informed him of thefe things..Am- 
sam awaked and told it to Jochebed, who was his wife. And 
now the fear increafed upon them on account of the predic- 
tion in Amram’s dream; for they were under concern, not 
only for the child, but on account of the great happinefs that 
was to come to him alfo. However, the mother’s labour was 
᾿ fuch as afforded a.confirmation to what was foretold by God, 

tor it was not known to thofe that watched her, by the eafi- 
nels of her pains, and becaufe the throws of her delivery did 
not fall upon her with violence. And now they nounfhed 
the child at home privately for three months ;. but after that 
time Amram, fearing he fhould be difcovered, and by falling 
under the king’s difpleafure, both he and his child fhould per- 
ifh, and fo he fhould make the promife of God of none effe&, 
he determined rather to truft the fatety and care of the child 
to God, than to depend on his own concealmentot him, which 
he looked upon asa thing uncertain, and whereby both the 
child fo privately to be nourifhed, and himfelt fhould be in 
imminent danger ; but he believed that God would fome way 
for certain procure the fatety of the child in order to fecure 
the truth of his own prediftions. When they had thus deter- 
mined, they made an ark of bulrufhes, afterthe mauner of a 
cradle, and of a bignefs fufficient for an intant to be laid in, 
without being too {traitened. ‘They then daubed it over with 
flime, which would naturally keep out the water trom enter- 
ing between the bulrufhes, and put the infant into it, and fet- 
ting it afloat upon the river, they left its prefervation to God; 
fo the river received the child, and carried him along. But 
Miriam, the child’s fifter, paffed along upon the bank overa- 
gainit him, as her mother had bid her, to fee whither the ark 
would be carried ; ‘where God demonftrated, that human wif- 
dom was nothing, but that the fupreme Being is able to do 
whatfoever he pleafes. That thofe who in order to their own 
fecurity, condemn others to deftru¢tion, and ufe great en- 
deavour about it, fail of their purpofe ; but that others are in 
a furprifing manner, preferved; and obtain a profperous con- 
dinon almoft from the very midft of their calamities, thofe, I 
mean, whefe dangers arife by the appointment of God. And 
indeed fuch a providence was ecxertifed in the cafe of this 
child. as fhewed the power of God. 

5. Thermuthis was the hing’s daughter, She was now di- 
verting herfelf by the banks of the river; and feeing a cradle 
borne along by the current, fhe fent fome that could fwim, and 
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bid them bring the cradle to her. When thofe that were fens 
on this errand came to her with the cradle, and fhe faw the 
httle child, fhe was greatly in love with it. on account of its 
largenefs and beauty ; for God had taken fuch great care in the 
formation of Mofes, that he caufed him to be thought worthy 
of bringing up, and. providing for by all thofe that had taken 
the moit fatal refolutions, on account of the dread of his na- 
tivity, for the deftraction of the reft of the Hebrew nation. 
Thermuthis bid them bring her a woman that might afford her 
breaft to the child ; yet would not the child admit of ber breaft, 
but turned away from it, and did the like to many other wo- 
men. Now Miriam was by when this bappened, not to appear 
to be there on purpofe, but only as flaying to fee the child; 
and the faid; ‘‘ It is in vain that thou, O queen, calleft for 
“ thefe women for the nourifhing of the child, who are no 
“way of kin to it; but ftill if thou wilt order one of the He- 
brew women to be brought, perhaps it may admit the breaft 
“ of one of its own nation.” Now fince the feemed to {peak 
well, Ihermuthis bid her procure fuch an one, and to bring 
, one of thofe’ Hebrew women that gave fuck. So when fhe 
had fuch authority given her, Qe came back and brought the 
mother, who was known to no body there. And now the child 
gladly admitted the breaft, and feemed to ftick clofe toit; and 
0 it was, that at the queen’s defire, the nurfing of the child 
was entirely intrufted to the mother. 

6. Hereupon it was that Termuthis impofed this name Mou- 
fes upon him, trom what had happened when ‘he was put inte 
the nver ; forthe Egyptians call the water by the name οἵ 
Mo, and fuch as are faved out of it, by the name ot Ufes ; fo 
by putting thefe two words together, they impofed this name 
upon him.. And he was by the confeflion ot all, according to 
God’s prediétion, as well for his greatneis of mind, as for his 
contempt of difficulties, the beft of all the Hebrews; for A- 
braham was his anceftor of the feventh generation. For Mo- 
fes was the fon of Amram, who was the fon of Caath, whofe 
father Levi was the fon of Jacob, who was the fon ot Ifaac, 
who was the fon of Abraham. Now Mofes’s underftanding 

ecame fuperior to his age, nay, far beyond that ftandard ; 
and when he was taught, he difcovered greater quicknefs of 
apprehenfion than was ufual at his age, and his actions at that 
time promifed greater, when he fhould come to the age of a 
man. God did alfo give him that tallnefs, when he was but 
three years old as was wonderful. And for his beauty, there- 
was no body fo unpolite, as when they faw Mofes, they were. 
not greatly furprifed at the beauty of his countenance. Nay, 
tt happened frequently, that thofe that met him as he was car- 
ried along the road, were obliged to turn again upon feeing 
the child ; that they left what they were about, and ftood ftill 
a great while to look on him, tor the beauty of the child was 
fo remarkable and natural to him on many accounts, that τὲ 


” 
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detained the {pe&tators, and made them ftay longer to look 
upon him. . " 

4. Thermuthis therefore perceiving himto be fo remarka- 
ble achild, adopted him for her fon, having no child of her 
own. And when onetime fhe had carried Mofes to her tather, 
the fhewed him to-mm, dnd feid, fhe thought to make him 
her father’s fucceffor, if it fhould pleafe God fhe fhould have 
no legitimate child of her own ; and faid to him, “I have 
‘‘ brought up a child who is of a * divine form, and of a gen- 
“ὁ erous mvnd; and as I have received him trom the bounty οὗ 
‘* the river; τῇ a wonderful manner, I thought proper to adopt 
** him for my fon, and the heir of thy kingdom.” And when - 
fhe had faid this, fhe put the infant into her father’s hands. So 
he took him, and hugged him clofe to hisbreaft ; and, on his 
daughter's account, in a pleafant way, put his diadem upon 
his head ; but Mofes threw it down to the ground, and ina ’ 

uerile mood, he wreathed it round, and tread upon it with 
bis feet, which feemed τὸ bring along with it an evil prefage 
concerning the kingdom of Egypt. But when the facred 
{cribe faw this; (he was the fame perfon who-foretold that his 
nativity would bring the dominion of this kingdom low) he 
made a violent attempt to kill him; and crying out ina frighte. 
ful manner, he faid, “ This, O king ! this child is he of whom 
“(σά foretold, that if we kill him we fhall be in no danger ; 
** he himfelf affords an atteftation to the predi€tion of the fame 
‘thing, by his trampling upon thy government, and tread- 
“ing upon thy diadem. Take him therefore out of the way, 
“Δα deliver the Egyptians from the fear they are in about 
‘* him ; and deprive the Hebrews of the hope they have of 
‘* being ericouraged by him.” But Thermuthis prevented 
him, and {natched the child away. And the king was not 
hafty to flay him, God himfelf whofe providence prote&ed- 
Moles, inclining the king to fpare him. He was therefore 
educated with'great care. So the Hebrews depended on him, 
and were of good hopesthat great things would be done by 
him ; but the Egyptians were fulpicious of what would follow 
fuch his education. Yet becaufe if Mofes had been flain, there 
was no one, either akin or adopted, that had any oracle on 
his fide, for pretending to the crown of Egypt, and likely to 
be of greatér advantage to them, they abftained from killing 

im. 


* What Jofephus hire fays of the beauty ef Mofes, that he was of ¢ divine form, 
is very like what St. Stephen {sys of the fame beauty, that Mofes was beautiful in the 
Sight of Ged, AQ vii. 20. 
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CHAP. X. 
How Mofes made War with the Ethiopians. 
4... Μ5585 therefore, when he was born, and brought 


up in the foregoing manner, and came to the age 
of maturity, made his virtue maniteft to the Egyptians ; and 
fhewed that he was born for the bringing them down, and raifing 
the Ifraelites. And the occafion he laid hold of was this; the. 
Ethiopians, who are next neigh>ours to the Egyptians, made 
an inroad into their country, which they feized upon, and 
carried off the effects of the Egyptians, who, in their rage, 
fought againft them, and revenged theaffronts they had receiv- 
ed from them ; but being overcome in battle, fome of them 
were flain, and the reft ran away in a fhameful manner, and 
by thdt means faved themfelves, whereupon the Ethiopians 
followed alter them in the purfuit, and thinking that it would 
be a mark of cowardice if they did not fubdue all Egy pt, they 
went on to fubdue the reft with greater vehemence ; and when 
they had tafted the fweets of the country, they never left off 
the profecution of the war ; and as the neareft parts had not 
courage enough at ὅτ to fight with them, they proceeded as 
far as Memphis, and the fea itfelf, while not one of the cities 
were able to oppofethem. The Egyptians under this fad op- 
preffion, betook .themlelves to their oracles and prophecieg; 
and when God had given them this counfel, to make ule of 
Mofes the Hebrew, and take his affiftance, the king command- 
ed his daughter to produce him, that he might be the * gene- 
ral οἱ their army. Upon which, when fhe had made him {wear 
he would do him no harm, {fhe delivered him to the king, and 
fuppofed his affiftance would be of great adyantage to them. 
She withal reproached the prieft, who when they had before 
admonifhed the Egyptians to kill him, was not afhamed now 
toown their want of his help. - | 
2. So Mofes, atthe perfuafion both of Thermuthis and the 
king himfelf, cheerfully undertook the bufinefs. And the 
facred fcribes of both nations were glad; thofe οἱ the Egyp- 
tians, thatthey fhould at once overcome their cnemies by his 
valour,and that’ by the fame pieceof managementMofes would 


* This hiftory of Mofes, 25 general of the Egyptians againft the Ethiopians, is 
wholly omitted in our Bibles, but is thus cited by Irenzus, from Jolephus, and 
foon after his ownage : ‘* Jof. phus fays, that when Mofes was nourithed in 
“the king’s palace, he was appointed general of the army againft the Ethiopians, 
"and conquered them, whe he married that king’s daughter, becaute, eut of her 
“ affe€tion torhim, the delivered the city up to him’ See the Fragments of Ire- 
Reus, ap. edit. Grab. p. 472. Nor perhaps did St Stephen refer to any thing elfe, 
When he faid of Moles, before he was fent by Gud to the Hraelites, that he was not 
Only fearned in all the wifdom of the Egyptians, but was allo mighty in words and in 
deeds, ΑΒ vii. a2. 


Vou, 1, M 





ge ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. [Book IF. 


be flain ; but thofe of the Hebrews; that they fhould efcape 
from the Egyptians, becaufe Mofes was to be their general. 
But Mofes prevented the enemies, and took and led his army 
before thofe enemies were apprifed of his attacking them ; for 
he did not march by the river, but by land where he gavea 
wonderful demonftration of his fagacity ; for when the ground 
was difficult to be paffed over, becaufe of the multitude of 
ferpents, which it produces in νὰ numbers, and indeed is 
fingular in fome of thofe produétions, which other countries * 
do not breed, and vet fuch as arc worfe than others 1) power 
and mifchief. and an unufual fiercenefs of fight, fome of 
which afcend out of the :round unfeen, and alfo fly m the 
air, and fo come upon‘men at unawares, and do them a mif- 
chief, Mofes invented a wonderful ftratagem to preferve the 
army fate, and without hurt ;. for he made bafkets like unte 
arks, of fedge, and filled them with *ibes, and carried them 
along with them ; which animal is the greateft enemy to fer. 
pents imaginable, for they -fly from them when they come 
near them, and as they fly they are caught and devoured by 
them, as if it were done by the harts ; but the ibes are tame 
creatures, and only enemie to the ferpentine kind. But a- 
bout thefe ibes I ‘ay no more at prefent, fince the Greeks are 
not themfelves unacquainted with this fort of bird. As foon 
theretore as Mofes was come to the land which was the breed- 
- er of thefe ferpents, he let loofe the ibes, and by their means 
repelled the ferpentine kind, and ufed them for his affiftants 
pelore the army cameupon that ground. When he had there- 
ore proceeded thus on his journey, he came upon the Ethio- 
pians before they expeéted him ; and joining battle with them, 

e beat them, and deprived them of the hopes they had ot fuc- 
cefs againft the Egyptians, and went on in overthrowing their 
cities, and indeed madea great flaughter of thefe Ethiopians. 
Now when the Egyptian army had once tafted of this profpe- 
rous fuccefs, by the means of Mofes, they did not flacken 
their diligence, infomuch that the Ethiopians were in danger 
of being reduced to flavery, and all forts of deftru@liion, And 
at length they retired to Saba, which was a royal city of Ethi- 
opia, which Cambyfes afterwards named Meroe, after the 
name of his own fifter. The place was to be befieged with 
very great difficulty, fince it was both encompalled by the 
Nile quite round, and the other rivers, Aftapus and Aftlaborus 
made it a very difficult thing for fuch as attempted to pafs over 
them ; for the.city was fituate in a retired place, and was in- 
habited alter the manner of an ifland, being encompaffed with 
a ftrong wall, and having the rivers to guard them from their 
enemies, and having great ramparts between the wall and the 


® Pliny {peaks of thefe birds called Jbes, and fays, “Τῆς Egyptians invoked 
* them againft the ferpents,” Hift. Nat. B. X. ch. 28. Strabo {peaks of this ifl- 


aod Merce, and thele rivers Aftapus and Aftaboras, Book XVI. p, 771, 786, and 
Book AVII. ἢ. $232. pa ᾿ 
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rivers, infomuch, that when the waters came with the greateft 
violence it can never be drowned ; which ramparts make it 
mext to impolflible tor, even fuch as are gotten over the rivers 
to take the city However, while Mofes was uneafy at the ar- 
my's lying idle (for the enemies durft not come to a battle) 
this accident happened. Tharbis was the daughter of the 
king of the Ethiopians ; fhe happened to fee Mofes as he led 
the army near to the walls, and fought with great courage, 
and admiring the fubtilty of his undertakings, and believing 
him to be the author of the Egy ptian’s fuccels, when they had 
before defpaired of recovering their liberty, and to be the oc- 
cafion ot the great danger the Ethiopians were in, when they 
had before boafted of their great atchievements, fhe fell deep- 
Ἷ in love with him ; and upon the prevalency οἱ that paffien, 

ent to him the moft faithiul of all her fervants to dilcourfe 
with him upon their marriage. He thereupon accepted the of- 
fer, on condition fhe would procure the delivering up of the 
city ; and gave her the ailurance of an oath to take he:*to his 
wife, and that when he had once taken poffeflion of the city, 
he would not break his oath to her. No fooner was the agree- 
- ment made, butit took effe&t immediately ; and when Mctfes’ 
had cut off the Ethiopians, he gave thanks to God, and con- 
fummated his marriage, and led the Egyptians back to their 
wn land, | 


CHAP. XI. 
| How Mofes fled out of Egypt into Midian. 
4 1. Now the Egyptians, after they had been preferved Ὁ 


by Motes, entertained an hatred to him, and were 
very eager in compailing their defigns againft him, as fufpeét- 
ing that he would takeoccafion from his good fuccefs, to raife 
4 jedition, and bring innovations into Egy pt; and told the king 
he ought to be flain. The king had alfo fome intentions of 
himfelt to the fame purpofe, and this as well out of envy at his 
lorious expedition at the head of his army, as out of tear of | 
Being brought low by him; and being inftigated by the lacred 
{cribes, he was ready to undertake to kill Mofes. But when 
he had learned betore hand what plots there were againft him, 
he went away privately ; and becaufe the public ruads were 
watched, he took his flight through the defarts, and where his 
enemies could not fufpett he would travel ; and though he 
was deftitute of food he went on, and defpited that difhcult 
courageoufly. And when he came to the city Midian, whic 
lay upon the Red Sea, and was fo denuininated trom one of 
Abraham’s fons by Keturah, he fat upon a certain well, and 
refted himfelf there after his laborious journey, and the afflic- 
tion he had been in. It was not far trom the city ; and the 


cf 
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time of the day was noon, where he had an occafion offered. 
him by the cuftom of the country, of doing what recommen- 
ded his virtue, and afforded him an opportunity of bettering 
his circumftances. 

2. For that country having but little water, the fhepherds 
ufed to feize on the wells betore others came, leaf their flocks 
fhould want water ; and leaft it fhould be {pent by others be- 
fore they came. There were now come therefore to this well 
feven fifters, that were virgins, the daughters of Raguel a 
prieft, and one thought worthy by the people of the country 
of great honour. Thefe virgins, who took care of their fath- 
er’s flocks, which fort of work it was cuftomary, and very 
familiar for women to do in the country of the Troglodytes, 
they came firft of all, and drew water out ot the well in a quan- 
tity fufficient for their flocks, into troughs, which were made 
far the reception of that water. But when the thepherds came 
upon the maidens, and drove them away, that they might have 
the command of the waters themfelves. Mofes, thinking it 
would be a terrible reproach upon him if he overtooked the 
_ young women under unjuft oppreflion, and {hould fuffer the 
Violence of the men to prevail‘over the right of the maidens, 
he drove away the men, who had a mind to more than their 
fhare, and afforded a proper afliftance to the women ; who, 
when they had received fuch a benefit trom him, came to their 
father, and told him how they had been affronted by the ihep- 
herds, and affifted by ἃ flranger, and intreated that he would 
not let this generous action be done in vain, nor go without ’ 
areward. Now the father took it well from his daughters that 
they were fo defirous to reward their benetattor, and bid them 
bring Mofes into his prefence,, that he might be rewarded as. 
he deferved. And when Mofes came, he told-him what tefti- 
mony his daughters bare to him, that he had aflifted them ; 
and that, as he admired him tor his virtue, he faid, that Mofes 
had beftowed {uch his affiftance on perlons not infenfible of 
benefits, but where they were both able and willing to return 
the kindnefs, and even to exceed the mealure of his generofi- 
ty. So he made him his fon, and gave him one οἱ his daugh- 
ters in marriage ; and appointed him to be the guardian and 
fuperintendent over his cattle, for of old all the wealth of the 
Barbarians was in thoie cattle. . 


CHAP. XIE. 
Concerning the Burning Bufh, and the Rod of Mofes. 
4 1. N°” Moles when he had obtained the favour of Je- 
thro, for that was one of the names of Raguel. ftay- 


ed there, and fed his flock; but fome time afterward, taking 
his {tation at the mountain called Sizaz, he drove his flocks 
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thither to feed them. Now this is the higheft of all the moun- 
tains thereabouts, and the beft tor pafturage, the herbage be- 
ing there good ; and it had not been before fed upon, becaufe 
of the opinion men had that God dwelt there, the fhepherds 
not daring toafcend up to it. And here it was that a wonder- 
ful prodigy happened to Mofes ; fora fire fed upon a thorn. 
bufh ; yet did the green leaves and the flower,» continue un- 
touched, and the fire did not at all confume the fruit branches, 
although the flame was great and fierce. Mofes was affright- 
ed at this ftrange fight, as it was to him ; but he was ftill more 
aftonifhed when the fire uttered a voice, and called to him by 
name, and {pake words td him, by which it fignified to him 
how bold he had heen in venturing to come into a place 
whither no man had ever come before becaufe the place was 
divine; and adviled him to remove a great way trom the 
flame, and to be contented with what hehad feen ; and though 
he were himfelt a good man, and the offspring of great men,yet 
that he fhould not pry any farther. And he foretold to him, 
that ne {hould have glory and honour among men, by the blef- 
fing οἱ God upon him. He alfo commanded him to go away 
thence with confidence to Egypt, in order to his being the 
commander and conduétor οἵ the body of the Hebrews, and to 
his delivering his own people from the injuries they fuffered 
there. ‘* For, faid God, they fhall inhapit thi happy land 
“which your forefather Abraham inhabited, and fhall have 
, “the enjoyment ot all forts of good things ; and thou by, thy 
“ prudence, fhalt guide them to thofe good things,” But ftill 
he enjoined him, when he bad brought the Hebrews out of thé 
land of Egy pt, to come to that place, and to offer tacrifices of 
thank{giving there, Such were the divine oracles which were 
delivered out of the fire. 

2. But Mofes was aftonifhed at what he faw, and much more 
at what he heard; and he faid, “1 think it wouldbe an inftance 
“οὗ too great madnefs, O Lord, for one of that regard, I bear 
“tothee, to diftruf{thy power fince I myfelf adore it, and 
“ mow that it has been made maniteft to my progenitors. But 
“Tam ftillin doubt how I, who am a private man, and one 
“ ot no abilities, fhould either perfuade my own countrymen 
“to leave the country they now inhabit. and to follow me toa 
“land whither Ilcad them ; or, if they fhould be perfuaded, 
᾿ how can I force Pharaoh to permit them to depart, fince they 
᾿ augment their own wealth and profperity by the labours and 

works they put upon them.” ' 

3. But God perfuaded him to be courageous on all occa. 
ions, and promifed to be with him, and to affift him in his 
words, when he was to perfuade men, and in his deeds, when 
he was to perform wonders. He bid him alfo to take ἃ fignal 
of the truth of what he faid, by throwing hi--rod upon the 
ground ; which, when he had done it crept along, and was be- 
come a ferpent, and rolled itfelf round in its folds, and ereét- 
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ed its head, as ready to revenge itfelf on fuch as fhould affaule 
it, after which it became a rod again as it was before. After 
this God bid Moles to put his right hand into his bufom ; he 
obeyed, and when he took it out itwas white, and in colour | 
Jike to chalk, but afterward it returned to its wonted colour a- 
gain. He alfo, upon God’s command, took fome of the wa- ᾿ 
ter that was neat him, and poured it upon the ground, and faw 
the colour was thatof blood. Upon the wonder that Mofes - 
fhewed at thefe figns, God exhorted him to be of good cour- 
age, and to be affured that he would be the greateft fupport to 
him ; and bid him make ufe of thofe figns in order to obtain 
belief among all men, that thou are fent by me, and dof alf 
things accerding to my commands. Accordingly I enjoin 
thee to make no more delays, but tomake hafte to Egypt, and 
to travel night and day, and not to draw out the time, and fo 
make the flavery of the Hebrews, and their fufferings, to laft 
the longer. 

4. Mofes having now feen and heard thefe wonders, that af- 
{ured him ef the truth of thefe promifes of God, had no room 
left him to difbelieve them, he entreated him to grant him that 
power when he thould be in Egypt; and belcught him to 
vouchfate him the knowledge of his own name, and fince he 
had heard and feen him, that he would alfo tell tim his name, 
that when he offered facrifice he might invoke-him by fuch his 
name in his oblations. Whereupon God declared to him his 
holy name, which had never been difcovered to men before ; 
concerning which itis * not lawiul forme to fay any more. 
Now thefe figns, accompanied Mofes, not then only, but al- 
ways, when he prayed torthem. Ot all which figns. he attri- 
buted the firmeft affent to the fire in the bufh ; and believing 
that God would be a gracious fupporter to him, he hoped he 
fhould be able to deliver his own nation, and bring calami- 
ties on the Egy ptians. 


CHAP, XIll , 
How Mofes and Aaron returned into Egypt to Pharaoh. 


4 τ. QO Mofes, when he underftood that the Pharaoh, in 
whofe reign he fled away, was dead, afked leave of 


_ -‘Raguel to go to Egypt, for the benefit of his own people : 
And he took with him Zipporah, the daughter of Raguel, 


whom he had married, and the children he had by her, Ger- 
fum and Eleazar, and made hafte into Egy pt. Now the former 


* This fuperftit‘ous fear of difcovering the name with four Ictiers, which of late 
we have been uled fallely to pronounce fehuvak, but feems to have been originally 
pronoanced Faces, or a0, ienever, I think, heard of tillthis paffage of Jole- 
phus ; and this jupesftition, in not prc nouncing that name, has continued among 
the Rabbinical Jewsto ths day (though whether the Samaritans and Caraites eb. 
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of thofe names, Gerfom, in the Hebrew tongue, fignifies, that 
he was in a /ftrange land ; and Eleazar, that, by the eff/lance 
of the Ged of his fathers, he had efcaped trom the Egy ptians. 

ow when they were near the borders, Aaron his brother, by 
the command of God, met him, to whom he declared what 
had efallen him at the mountain, and the commands that God 
had given him. -But as they were going forward, the chief 
men among the Hebrews having learned that they were com- 
ing, met them; to whom Mofes declared the figns he had feen; 
and while they could not believe them, he made them fee them. 
So they took courage at thefe furprifing and ynex peed fights, 
and hoped well of their entire deliverance, as believing now 
that God took care gt their prefervation. | 

2. Since then Motes found that the Hebrews would be obe- 
dient to whatfoever he fhould direé&t, as they promifed to be, 
and were in love with liberty, he came to the king, who had 
indeed but lately received the government, and told him how 
much he had done for the good of the Egyptians, when they 
were defpifed by the Ethiopians, and their country laid wafte 
by them ; and how he had been the commander οἱ their for- 
ces, and had Jaboured for them, as if they had been his own 
people; and he informed him in what danger he had been 
during that expedition, without having any_ proper returns 
made him, as he had deferved. He alfo informed him dif- 
tinétly, what things happened to him at mount Sigal ; and 
what God faid to him; and the figns that were done by God, 
in order to affure him of the authority of thofe commands 
which he had given him. He alfoexhorted him not to difbe- 
lieve what he told him, nor to oppofe the will of God. — 

τ But when the king derided Mofes, he made him in ear- 
nieft fee the figns that were done at mount Sinai. -Yet was the 
king very angry with him, and called him an ill man, who 
had formerly run away from his Egyptian flavery, and came 
now back with deceitful tricks, and wonders, and magical 
arts, to aftonifh him. And when he had faid this, he com- 
manded the priefts to let him fee the fame wonderful fights, as 
kn@qwing that the Egyptians were fkilful in-this kind of learn- 
ing, and that he was not the only perfon who knew them, and 
pretended them to be divine ; as alfo he told him, that when 

e brought fuch wonderful fights before’ him, he would only 
be believed by the unlearned. Now when the priefts threw 
down their rods, they became ferpents. But Mofes was not 
daunted at it ; and faid, “ O king, Ido not myfelf defpife 
* the wifdom of the Egyptians, but I fay, that what I do ts fo 
“‘ much fuperior to what thefe do by magic arts and tricks, as 
* divine power exceeds the power of Man: But 1 will demon- 


ferved it fo early, does not appear). fofephus alfo durft not fet down the very 
words of the ten commandments, as we fhall fee hereafter, Antiq. Book III. ch, 
να 4. which fuperftitious filence has yet not been continued even by the Rabbirs. 
It is however no doubt but both thefe cautious concealments were taught Jofephus 
by the Pharifees, a body of men at once very wicked, and very fuperftitious. 
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δὲ Nrate, that what I do is not done by craft, or counterfeiting 
‘what is not really true, but that they appear by the'provi- 
“ dence and power of God@ And when he had faid this, he 
caft his rod down upon the ground, and commanded it to turn 
itfelf into a ferpent. It obeyed him, and went all round, and 
devoured the reds of the Egyptians, which feemed to be 

gons, until it had confumed them all: It then returned to 
its own form, and Moles took it nto his hand again. 

4. However, the king was no more moved, when this was 
done, than before; and being very angry, he faid, ** That he 
* fhould gain nothing by this his cunning and fhrewdneis a- 
“ gainft the Egyptians.” And he commanded him that was, 
the chiet tafk-mafter over the Hebrews, τ give them no re- 
laxation from their labours, but to compel them to fubmit to 
greater oppreffions than before. And though heallowed them 
chaff betore for the making their bricks, he would allow it 
them no longer; but he made them to work hard at brick- 
making in the day-time, and to gather chaff in the night. 
Now when their labour was thus doubled upon them, they 
laid the blame upon Mofes, becaufe their labour and their 
mifery were on his account become more fevere to them. But 
Mofes did not let his courage fink for the king’s threatenings ; 
nor did he abate of his zeal on account of the Hebrew’s com- 
plaints, pu he fupported himfelf, and fet his foul refolutely 
againft them both, and ufed his own utmoft diligence to pro- 
cure liberty to his countrymen. So he went to the king, and 
perfuaded him to let the Hebrews go tomount Sinai, and there 
to facrifice to God, becaufe God had enjoined them fo to do. 
He perluaded him alfo, not to counter-work the defigns ot 
God, but to efteem his favour above all things, and to permit 
them tp depart, Icit, before he be aware, he lay an obftruétion . 
in the way of the divine commands, and fo occafion his own 
fuffering fuch punifhments as it was probable any one that 
counter-worked the divine commands {fhould undergo, fince 
the fevercft afflictions arife from every object to thofe that pro- 
voke the divine wrath againft them ; for fuch as thefe have 
neither the earth, nor the air, for their friends ; nor are the 
fruit- of the womb according to nature, but every thing ts 
unfriendly and adverfe towards them. He faid farther, that 
the Egyptians fhould know this by fad experience ; and that 
befides, the Hebrew people fhould go out of their country 
without their confent. 


CHAP. XIV. 
Concerning the ten Plagues which came upon the Egyptians. 


§ 1. Bu when the king defpifed the words of Mofes, and 
had no regard at all to them, grievous plagues feiz~ 


Ὶ 
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ed the Egyptians, every one of which I will defcribe, both 
becaufe no fuch plagues did ever happen to any other nation 
as the Egyptians now felt ; and becaufe I would demonftrate 
that Mofes did not fail in any one thing that he foretold them, 
and becaufe itis for the good of mankind, thatthey may learn 
this caution, not to do any thing that may difpleafe God, left 
he be provoked to wrath, and avenge their iniquities upon 
_men, The Egyptian river ran with bloody water at the com- 
mand of God, infomuch that it could not be drunk, and they 
had no other {pring of water neither ; for the water was not 
only of the tolour of blood, but it brought on thofe that 
ventured to drink of it great pains, and bitter torment. Such 
was the river to the Egyptians : But it was {weet and fit for 
drinking to the Hebrews, and no way different from what it 
naturally ufed to be. As the king therefore knew not what 
to doin thefe furprifing circumftances, and was in fear for the 
Egyptians, he gave the Hebrews leave to go away ; but when 
the plague ceafed, he changed his mind again, and would not 
fuffer them to go. 

2. But when God faw that hé was ungrateful, and upon the 
ceafing of the calamity would not grow wifer, he fent another 
plague upon the Egyptians ; an innumerable multitude of 
frogs con'uméd the fruit of the ground : the river was alfo 
full of them, infomuch that thofe who drew water had ft {poil- 
ed by the blood of thefe animals, as they died in, and were 
deftroyed by the water ; and the country was full of filthy 
flime, as they were born, and as «hey died: They alfo [poiled 
their veffels in their houfes which they ufed, and were found 
among what they eat, and what they drank, and came in great 
numbers upon their beds. There was alfo an ungrateful {mell 
and ftink arofe from them, as they were born and as they died 
therein. Now, when the Egyptians were under the oppreffions 
of thefe miferies, the king ordered Mofes to take the Hebrews 
with him, and be gone. Upon which the-whole multitude of 
the frogs Vanifhed away ; and both the land and river return- 
edto theirformer natures. But as foon as Pharaoh faw the 
land freed from this plague, he forgot the caufe of it, and re- 
tained the Hebrews; and, * as though he had a mind to try 
the nature of more fuch judgments, he would not yet fuffer 
Mofes and his people to depart, having granted that liberty 
rather out of fear, than out of any good confideration. 

3. Accordingly God punifhed his falienefs with another 
plague, addedto the former. For there arofe, out of the bod- 
ies of the Egyptians, an innumerable quantity of lice, by 
which, wicked asthey were, they milerably perithed, as not 
able to deftroy this fort of vermin, either with wafhes or with 


* Of this judicial hardening the hearts, and blinding the eyes of wicked men, or 
infataating them, 23 a juft punifhment for their other wi.ful fins, to their own de~ 
firuction, fee the note on Antiq, Book VII. chap. ix. § 6. 
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ointments. At which terrible judgment, the king of Egypt 
was in diforder, upon the fear into which he reafoned himlelf, 
left his people fhould be deftroyed, and that the manner of this 
death was alfo reproachful, fo that he was forced in part to re- 
cover himfelf from his wicked temper to a founder mind, for 
he gave leave for the Hebrews themfelves to depart. But 
when the plague thereupon ceafed, he thought it proper to re- 
uire, that they fhould leave their children and Wives behing 
them, as pledges of their return ; whereby he provoked God 
to be more vehemently angry at him, as if he thought to im- 
pofe on his providence, and as 1} were only Mofes, and not 
God. who punifhed the Egy ptians for the fake of the Hebrews. 
For he filled that country tulf of various ferts of peftilential 
creatures, with their various properties, fuch indeed as had 
never come into the fight of men before, by whofe means the 
men perifhed themfelves, and the land was, deffitute of huf- 
bandmen for its cultivation ; but if any thing efcaped deftruc- 
tion from them, it was killed by a diftemper, which the men 
underwent alfo, ἢ - 

4. But when Pharaoh did not even then yield to the will of 
God! but while he gave leave to the hufbands to take their 
wives with them, yer infifted that the children fhould be [εἰ 
behind, God prefently rcfolved to punifh his wickednelfs with 
Several forts of calamities, and thofe worfe than the foregoing, 
which yet had fo generally aflied them; for their bodies 
had terrible boils, breaking forth with blains, while they were 
already inwardly confumed ; anda great part of the Egyp- 
tians perifhed in this manner. But when the king was not 
brought to reafon by this plague, hail was fent down from 
heaven ; and fuch bail it was, as the climate of Egypt had 
never fuffered before. nor was it like to that which falls in 
other climates in * winter time, but larger than that which 
falls in the middle of fpring to thole that dwell in the north- 
ern and north-weftern regions. This hail broke down their 
boughs loaden with fruit. After this a tribe of locufts con- 
fumed thé feed which was not hurt by the hall, fo that to the 
Egy ptians all the hopes of future fruits of the ground were en- 
. tively Jolt. 

5. One would think the ferementioned ealamities might 
have been fuilcient lor one that was only foolifh, without 
wickednels, to make him wife, and to make him fenfible what 
was for his advantage. But Pharaoh, ted not fo much by his 
folly, as by his wickednefs, even when he faw the caufe of 
his miferies, he ftill contefted with God, and wilfully defert- 
ed the caufe of virtue ; fo he bid Mofes take the Hebrews a- 
way, with their wives and children, but to leaye their cattle 
behind, fince their own cattle were deftroyed. But when . 


* As to this winter or {pring hail near Egypt and Judea, feethe like on thus. 
dex and ightning there, in the note on Antiq. Book VI. chap. v. ¥ 6. 
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Mofes faid, that what he defied was unjuft, fince they were 
obliged to offer facrifices to God of thofe cattle ; and the time 
being prolonged on this account,a thick darknefs, withovt the 
Jealt light, fpread itfelf over the Egy ptians, whereby their fight 
being obftruéted, and their breathing hindered by the thick- 
nefs of the air, they died miferably, and under a terror left 
they fhousd be fwallowed up by the dark cloud, Befides this, 
when the darknefs, after three days, and as many nights was 
diffipated, and when Pharaoh did not ftill repent, and let the 
Hebrews go, Mofes came to him and faid: “ How long wilt 
** thou be difobedient to the command of God ? for he enjoins 
“* thee to let the Hebrews go ; nor is there any other way of 
“* being freed from the calamities you are under, unlets you 
** do fo.” But the king was angry at what he faid, and threat- 
ened to cut off his head if he came any more to trouble him a- 
bout thefe matters. Hereupon Mofes faid, he would not fpeak 
to him any more about them, for that he himfelt, together 
with the principal men among the Egyptians fhould defire the 
Febrews to go away. So when Motes had faid this, he went 
is way. 

6. But when God had fignified, that with one more plague 
he would compel the Egyptians to let the Hebrews go, he 
commanded Mofes to tell the people, that they fhould have a 
facrifice ready, and that they thould prepare themlelves on 
the tenth day οἱ the month Xanthicus, againft the fourteenth, - 
(which month is called by the Egyptians Pharmuthi, and 
Nifan by the Hebrews : But the Macedonians call it Xanthe- 
cus,) and that he fhould carry away the Hebrews with all they 
had. - Accordingly, he having got the Hebrews ready tor 
their departure, and having forted the people into tribes, he 
kept them togetherinto one place. But when the fourteenth 
day was come, and all were ready to depart, they offered the 
facrifice, and purified their houfes with the blood, uftng bun- 
ches of hy flop tor that purpole; and when they had fupped, 
they burnt the remainder of the flefh, as juft ready to depart. 
Whence it is that we do ftill offer this facrifice in like manner 
to this day, and call this feftival Pafcha, which fignifies the 
feaft of the paffover, becaufe on that day God paffed us over, 
and fent the plague upon the Egyptians. For the deftru€tion 
of the firft born came upon the Egyptians that night, fo that 
many of Egyptians, which lived near the king’s palace _per- 
fuaded Pharaoh to let the Hebrewsgo. Accordingly he called 
for Mofes and bid them be gone ; as fuppofing, that 14 once 
the Hebrews were gone out of the country, Egypt fhould be 
freed from itsmiferics. They alfo honoured the Hebrews with 
*gifts ; fome in order to get them to depart quickly, and oth- 
ers on account of their neighbourhood, and the iriend{hip they 

had with them. 


* Thefe large prefents made to the Ifraciites, of vefiels of fiver, and veyels of 
od, and paiment, were, as Jolepbus truly calistbem, gi/is really gives them, not 


e 
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CHAP, XV. 
Hew the Hebrews, under the condu& of Mofes, left Exypé. 


41. S° the Hebrews went out of Egypt, while the Egyp- 
J tians wept and repented that they had treated them 
fo hardly. Now they took their journey by Letopolis, a place 
at that time deierted, but where Babylon was built afterward, 
when Cambyfes laid Egypt walte. ‘But as they went away 
hattily, on the third day they cametoa placecalled Baalzes 
hon on the Red Sea ; and when they had no food out of the 
fond. becaufe it was a defert, they eat ot loaves, kneaded ot flour, 
only warmed by a gentle heat ; and this food they made ufe 
of tor thirty days ; for what they brought with them out of 
Egy pt wou:d not fufhice them any longer time ; and this only 
while they difpenfed it to each perfon to ufe fo much only as 
would ferve for neceflity, but not for fatiety. Whence it 1s, 
that, in memory of the want we were then in, we kept a feaft 
for eight days, which is called the feaft of unleavened bread. 
- Now the entire multitude of thofe that went out, including the 
women and children, was not ealfy to be numbered, but thofe 
that were of anage fit for war, were fix hundred thoufand.. 

2. They lelt kLgypt in the month Xanthicus, on the fifteenth 
day οἵ the lunar month ; four hundred and thirty years after 
our forefather Abraham came into Canaan, but *two hun- 
dred and fitteen years only after Jacob removed into Egypt. 
It was the eightieth year of the age of Mofes, and of that of Aaron 
three more. They allo carried out the bones of Jofeph with 
them, as he had charged his fons to do. 

3. But the Egyptians foon repented that the Hebrews were 
one ; and the king alfo was mightily concerned that this had 
een procured by the magic arts ot Mofes ; fothey refolved 

to goaiterthem. Accordingly they took their weapons, and 
other warlike furniture, and purfued atter them, in order to 


dent them, ‘as our English falfely renders them. They were /poils required, not dere 
rowed of rem, Gen, xv, τᾷ Exod. iii. 22. xi. 9. Pfal.cv. 37. asthe fame ver- 
fion fallely renders the Helrew word here uled, Exod. xii 35, 36. God’ had or 
dered the Jews to demand theie as their pay and reward, during their long and bit- 
ter flayery in Egypt, as atonements for the lives of the Egyptians, and as the con- 
dition of the Jew’s departure, and of the K-yptian deliverance from thele terrible 
judgements, which, had they hot now ceaied, they had Joon been all deal men, as 
they themielves coufels, chap. xii. 33 Nor was there any fenle in borrowing or lend- 
ing, when the [{raclites were finally departing out of che land for ever. 

* Why our Malorete copy fo groundle!sly abridges this account in Exod: xii. 
40. a8 to afcribe 430 y ars to the {ole peregrination of the Iitaelites in Egypt, when 
it is clear, even by that Maforete chronology clfewhere. as well as from tbe ex- 
preis text itlelf, inthe Samaritan, Septuagint, and Jofephus. that they fojourned 
in Egypt but Aa// that time ; and that by confequence, the other halt of their pere- 
grination was in the land of Canaan, befure they came into Egypt, is hard to Jay 
δρε Eflay on the Old Teftament, p. 63, 63. 
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bring them back, if once they overtook them, becaufe 
they would now have no pretence to pray to God a- 
gainft them, fince they had already been permitted to go 
out; and they thought they fhould eafily overcome them, 
as they had no armour and would be weary with their jour- 
ney ; fo they made hafte in their purfuit, and afked of every 
one they met which way they were gone ? And indeed that 
land was difficult to be trayelled over, not only by armies, but 
by fingle perfons, Now Mofes led the Hebrews this way, that 
in cafe the Egyptians fhould repent and be defirous to purfue 
after them, they might undergo the punifhment of their wick- 
ednefs, amd of the breach of thole promifes they had made ta 
them. As alfo he led them this way on account of the Philif- 
tines, who had quarrelled with them, and hated them of old, 
that by all means they might not know οἱ their departure, for 
their country is near to that of Egypt; and thence it was that 
Moles led them not along the road that tended to the land of 
the Philiftines, but he was defirous that they fhould go through 
the defart, that fo atter a long journey, and after many afflic- 
tions, they might enter ypon the land of Canaan. Another 
teafon of this was, that God had commanded him to bring the 
people to mount Sinai, that there they might offer him facrifi- 
ces. Now when the Egyptians had overtaken the Hebrews, 
they prepared to fight them, and by their multitude they drove 
them into a narrow place ; for the number that purfued after 


them was fix hundred chariots, with fitty thoufand horlemen, - 


andtwo hundred thoufand footmen, all armed. They alfo 
feized on the pafflages by which they imagined the Hebrews 
might fly, fhutting them up * between inacceflible precipices, 
and the fea; for there was jon each fide] a [ridge of | moun- 
tains that terminated at the fea, which were impaflible by rea- 
fon of their roughnefs and obftruéted their flight ; wherefore 
they there pre{ied upon the Hebrews with their army, where 


* Takethe main part of Reland’s excellent note here, which greatly illuftrates Jo« 
fephus, and the icripture, in this biftory, as follows: -*(A traveller, lays Re= 
“land, whofe name was) Eneman, when he retumed out of tyypt, tuld’me that 
“he went the fame way from Egypt to mount Sinai, which he suppofed the If- 
“ raelives of old trayelled ; and that he found feveral mountainous traéts, that rau 
“ down towards the Red Sea, He thought the I{raelites had proceeded as far as 
“the delert of ztham, «xod. xiii. 30 when they were commanded by God to 
“ return hack, txod xiv. 2, and to pitch their camp befween Migdol and the fea ¢ 
“and that when they were not able to fly, unlels by fea, they were fhut in on each 
“ude by mountains. He alfo thought we might evideutly learn henc:, how it 
“might be faid, that the Iraelites weye in Etham before they went over the fea, 
“‘and yet mizht be faid to have come into Ftham after they had paffed over the fea 
“alfo. Befides, he gave an account how ἢ: pafied over a river in a boat, near the 
“city Sues, which he {ays muft needs be the Heropulis of the ancients, fince thes 
“cay could not be Stuate any where elfe in that neighbourhood.” 

As to the famous paffig~ produced here by Dr. Bernard, out of Herodotus, as 
the moft ancient Heathen tefLimony of the I{raelites coming from the Ked Sea into 
Paieitine, Bishop Cumberland has shewed that it belongs to the Old Canaanice or 
Phenician shepherds, and their retiring eut of Egypt into Canaau or Pheuicia, long 
before the days of Mofes, Sanchoniatho, p. 374, ὅς. : 
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provifions, nor faw any poffible way of efcaping ; and if they 
fhould have thought of fighting, they had no weapons, they 
expected an univerfal deftruftion, unlefs they delivered them- 
felves up voluntarily to the Egyptians. So they laid the blame 
on Moles, and forgot all the figns that had been wrought by 
God for the recovery of their freedom ; and this fo far, that 
their incredulity prompted them to throw ftones at the proph- 
et, while he encouraged them, and promifed them deliverance ; 
and they refolved that they would deliver theméelves up to the 
Egyptians. So there was forrow and lamentation among the 
women and children, who had nothing but deftru@ion before 
their eyes, while they were encompailed with mountains, the 
fea, and their enemies, and difcerned no way of flying trom 
them. . 

5. But Mofes, though the multitude looked fiercely at him, 
did not, however, give over the care of them, butdef- 
piled all dangers, out of his truft in God, who as he had af- 
forded them the feveral fteps already taken for the recovery 
of their liberty, which he had foretold them, he would not 
now fuffer them to be fybdued by their enemies, to be either 
made flaves or be flain by them. And ftanding in the midft of 
them, he faid, ‘‘ It is not juft for us to diftruft even men, when 
*‘ they have hitherto well managed our affairs, as if they would 
“not be the fame men hereafter ; but 1tis no better than mad- 
“ nefs, at this time, to defpair of the providence of God, by 
** whofe power all thofe things have been performed which he 
““ promifed, when you expetted no fuch things: I mean al} 
** that I have been concerned in for your deliverance, and ef. 
“‘ cape from flavery. Nay, when we are in the utmoft dif- 
** trefs, as you fee we now are, we ought the rather to hope 
*‘that God will fuccour us, by whofe operation it is that we 
** are now encompafled within this narrow place, that he may 
** deliver us out of fuch difficulties as are otherwife unfur- 
““ mountable, and out of which neither you nor your enemies, 
** expeét you can be delivered, and may at.once demonftrate 
** his own power, and his providence over us. Nor does.God 
** ufe to give his help in fmall difficulties to thofe whom he 
“ favours, but in fuch cafes where no one can fee how any 
** hope in man can better their condition. Depend therefore 
** upon fuch a prote€tor, as is able to make {mail things great, 
“ and to fhew, that this mighty force againft you is nothing 
‘* but weaknefs, and ὃς ποῖ affrighted at the Egyptian -army ; 
“« nor do you defpair ot being preferved becaufe the fea before, 
4“ and the mountains behind, afford you no opportunity for 
* flying, for even thefe mountains, il God fo pleafe, may be 
** made plain ground for you, and the fea become dry land.’’ 
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CHAP. XVI. 


How the Sea was divided affunder jor the Hebrews, when they 
were purfued by the Egyptians, and fo gave thém an oppor- 
tunity of éfcaping from them. 


4 1, HEN Mofes had faid this, he led them to the fea, 

) while the Egyptians looked on, for they were 
within fight. Now thefe were fo diftreffed by the toil of their 
purfuit, that they thought proper to put off fighting till the 
next day. Butewhen Mofes was come to the fea fhore, he took 
his rod, and made fupplication to God, and called upon him. 
to be their helper and affiftant; and faid, ‘* Thou art not ig- 
"norant, O Lord, that it is beyond human ftrerfgth, and hu- 
“ man contrivance to avoid the difficulties we are now under, 
“but it muft be thy work altogether to procure deliverance 
“tothis army, which has left Egypt at thy appointment. We 
“ defpair of any other affiftance or contrivance, and have re- 
“ courfe only to that hope we have in thee ; and if there be a- 
“ny method that can promife usan efcape by thy providence, 
*‘ we look upto thee for it. And let it come quickly, and 
* manitcft thy power to us ; and do thou raife up this people 
“ unto good courage and hope of deliverance, who are deeply 





* funk into a difconfolate ftateof mind. We are ina helplefs | ) 


“place, but ftill itis a place that thou poffeffeft ; but fill the 
“ feais thine, the mountains that enclofe us are thine; fo that 
“ thefe mountains will open themlelves if thou commandeft 
“them, and the fea alfo, if thou commandeft-it, will become 
“dry land. Nay, we might efcape by a flight through the 
“air, it thou fhouldeft determine we fhould have that way of 
* falvation.” . 

2. When Mofes had thus addreffed himfelf to God, he {mote 
the fea with his rod, which parted afunder at the ftroke, and 
receiving thofe waters into itfelf; left the ground dry ,as aroad, 
and a place of flighf for the Hebrews. Now when Mofes faw 
this appearance of God and that the fea went out of its own 

lace, and left dry land, he went firft of all into it, and bid the 

ebrews to follow him along that divine road, and to rejoice 
at the danger their enemies that followed them were in ; and 
gave thanks to God for this fo furprifing a deliverance which 
appeared trom him. 

3. Now while thefe Hebrews made no ftay, but went. on 
earneftly, as led hy God’s prefence with them, the Egyptians 
fuppofed, at firft, that they were diftra&ted, and wete going 
ralhly upon manifeft deftru&tion. But when they faw that 
they were gone a great way without any harm, ang that no ob- 

‘flacle or difficulty fell in their journey, they made hafte to 
purfuethem, hoping that the fea would be calm for them alfa. 
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They put their horfe foremoft, and went down themfelves in- 
to the fea. Now the Hebrews. while thefe were putting on 
their armour, and therein fpending their time, were betore- 
hand with them, and efcaped them, and got firft over to the 
land on the other fide, without any hurt. , Whence the oth- 
ers were encouraged, and more courageoufly, purfued them, 
as hoping no harm would come to them neither: But the E- 
gy ptians were not aware that they went into a road made for 
the Hebrews, and not for others ; that this road was made for 
the deliverance of thofe in danger, but not for thofe that were 
earneft to make ufe of it for the other’s deftru€tion. As foon 
therefore as ever the whole Egyptian army was within it, the 
fea flowed to its own place, and came down with a torrent 
raifed bf * ftorms of wind, arid encompaffed the Egy ptians. 
Showers of rain alfo came down, from the fky, and dreadful 
thunders, and lightening, with flafhes of fire. Thunder-bolts 
alfo were darted upon them. Nor was there any thing which 
ufes to be feht by God upon men, as indicattons of his wrath, 
which did not happen at this time, for adark and difmal night 
oppreffed them. And thus did all thefe men perifh, fo that 
there was ποῖ one man left to be a meffenger of this calamity to 
the reft of the Egyptians. | 

4. But the Hebrews were not able to contain themfelves for 
joy at their wonderful deliverance. and deftru&tion of their 
enemies ; now indeed fuppofing themlelves firmly delivered, 
when thofe that would have forced them into flavery were 
deftroyed, and when they teund they had God fo evidently 
for their prote€tor. And now thefe Hebrews having efcaped 
the danger they were in, after this manner ; and befides that, 
feeing their enemies punifhed in fuch a way as is never record- 
ed of any other men whomfoever, were all the night employ- 
ed in finging οἱ hymns, and in mirth, t Mofes alfo eompofed 


* Of thefe ftorms of wind, thunder, and lightning, at this drowning of Phare. 
eh’s army, almoft wanting in our copies of Exodus, but fully extant in that of Da- 
vid, Pfal. Ixxvii. 16, 17,18 and in that of Jofephus here, jee Effay on the Old 
Teft. Append. Ὁ. 154, 155; 

+ What fome have here objeéted againft this paflaga of the Ifraelites over the 
Red Sea, in this one night, from the common maps, viz. that this fea being here 4- 
bout 30 miles broad, fo great an army could not pals over it in fo fhort atime, is 
a great miftake. Mons. Thevenot, an authentic eye-witnefs, informs us, that this 
fea, for about five days journey, is no where more than about cight or nine miles 
over-crofs, and in one place but four or five miles, according to de Lifle’s map, 
which is made from the beft travellers themfelves, and not copied from others. 
What has been farther objeted againft this paffage of the Ifraclites, and drowning 
of the Egyptians, being miraculous alfo, viz. That Mofes might carry the Ifrael- 
ites over at a /otu tide, without aay miracle, while yet the Egyptians, not kno ving 
the tide fo well as he, might be drowned upon the return of the tide, is a ftrange 
ftory indeed : That Motes, who never had lived here, fhould know the quantity 
and time of the flux and reflux of the Red Sea, betfer than the Egyptians them- 
felves, in its neighbourhood ! yet does Artapanus, an ancient heathen hiftorian, in- 
form us, thatahis was what the more ignorant Menophites, who lived at a great 
diftance, pretended ; though he confeffes, that the more learned Heltapolitans, wha 
lived much vearer, owned the deftruétion of the Egyptians, and the deliverance 
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a fong unto God, containing his praifes, and a thankfgiving 
for his kindne{fs, in * Hexameter verfe. 

5. As for myfelt, I have delivered every part of this hifto- 
ry as 1 found it in the facred books: Nor let any one t won- 


of the [{relites, to have been miraculous. And de Caftro, a mathematician, who 
furveyed this fea with sreat exatueis, tuforms us, that there is no great flux or re- 
flux in this part of the Red Sea, to give a colour to this hypothefis ; nay, that the 
elevation of the tide there is litle above half the height of aman. See Eifay on the 
Qld Teft. Append. p 239, 230. So vain and groundlefs are thefe and the like 
evafions and iubterfuges of our modern tceptics and unbeiievers ! and fo certainly 
do thorough enquiries, and authentic evidence, difprove and contute fuch evahons 
and fubterfuges upon all occafions. ; 

* What that Hexameter verfe, in which Mofes’ triumphant fong is here faid to 
be written, diftin€tly means, our prefent ignorance of the old Hebrew metre or 
meaiure, will not letus derrmine. Nor does it app.ar to me certain, that even 
Jorephus himfelf had a diftiné notion of it, though he {peaks of feveral {forts of 
that metre or meaftire, both here and clfewhere, Antiq. Book IV. ch vili. § 44. 
and Book VII ch. xii. & 4. . 

# Take here the orizinal ρϑσόξο the four old authors that flill remains, as to 
this tranfit of Alexander the Great over the Pamphylian Sea, I mean of Califthe- 
nes, Strabo, Arian, and Appian.—As to Califthenes, who himlelf accompanied 
Aiexander in this expedition, Euftathius, in his notes upon the third Iliad of Hoe 
mer (as Dr Bernard here infarms us ) fays, That ‘this Califthenes wrote, how 
ἐς the Pamphylian Sea did not only open a passage for Alexander, but by rifing 
sand elevating its waters, did pay him homage as its king.’’-<Strabo’s account is 
this, Geng. Book XIV. p 660. ‘* Now about Phafelis is that narrow passage, by 
“0 the (ea-tide, through which Alexander led hisarmy. There is a mountain called 
“Climax, which adjoinsto the fea of Pamphylia, leaving a narrow passaze on the 
«¢ (hore, which in calm weather is bare, fo as to be passable by travellers, but 
« when the fea overilows, it is covered to a great degree by the waves. Now then, 
‘¢ the assent by the mountains being round about, and fteep, in ftill weather, they 
«¢ make ufe of the road along theccalt. But Aiexander fell into the winter leafon, 
δ. and permitting himfelf chiefly to fortune, he marche’ on before the waves retired 
4: and {fo it happened that they were a whole day in journeying over it, and wete 
“ under watcr up to the navel.""—Arian’s account is this, Book I. p. 72. 73. 
«6 When Alexander removed irom Phalelis, he fent fome part of his army over 
“ὁ the mountains to Perga; which road the Thraciaris shewed him. A difficult way 
*¢ it was, but short. However he himlelf condued thofe that were with him by 
*¢ the fea-shore. This road is impassable at any other time than when the north wind 
* blows; but if the fouth wind prevail, there ig no paffing by the shore. Now at 
« thistime, after ftrong{outh winds, a north wind blew ; and that not without 
4“ the Divine Providence (as both he and they that were with him fuppofed,) and 
“εἰ affurded him anealyand quick passage.» Appian, when he compares Cefar 
and Alexander together (De Bel. Civil. Book [1]. p. 522.) fays, ‘* That they both 
“ depended on their boldnefs and fortune, as much as on their fkil in war. As 
* an inftance of which Alexander journeyed overa country without water in the 
«¢ heat of summer. to the oracle of ( Jupiter) Hammon, and quickiy passed over 
“4 the Bay of Pamphylia, when, by Divine Providence, the fea was cut off; thus 
4“: Providence reftraining the fea on his account, as it had fent him rain when he 
* travelled ( over the delert.’’ ) 

N. B. Since, inthe daysof Jofephus, a3 he assures us, αὐ the more numerous 
original hiftorians of Alexander, gave the account he has here fet down, as to the 
providential going back of the waters of the Pamphylian Sea, when he was going 
with his army to deftroy the Perfian monarchy, which the fore-named authors now 
remaining, fully confirm, it is without all juft foundation, that Jofephus is here 
blamed, by fome late writers, for quoting thofe ancient authors upon the prefent 
occafion. Nor can the refleCtions of Plutarch, or any other author later than Jo- 
fephus, be in the leaft here ΜΟῚ contradiét him, Jofephus went by all the 
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der at the ftrangenefs of the narration, 1f a way were difcover- 
ed to thofe men of old time, who were free trom the wicked- 
nefs of the modern ages, whether it happened by the will of 
God, or whether it happened οἱ τς own accord; while for 
the fake ot thofe that accompanied Alexander, king of Mace- 
donia, who yetlived, comparatively buta litle while ago, 
the Pamphy lian fea retired and afforded them a paffage through 
itfelg, when they had no other way to go: I mean, when it 
was the will of God to deftroy the monarchy of the Perfians : 
And this is conteffed to be true by all that have written about 
the aétions of Alexander. But as to thefe events, let every 
one determine as he pleafes. | 

6. On the next day Mofes gathered together the weapons 
of the Egyptians, which were brought to the camp of the 
Hebrews, by the eurrent of the fea, and the force df the 
winds affifting it ; and he conje¢tured that this alfo happened 
by drvine providence, that fo they might not be deftitute of 
weapons So when he had ordered the Hebrews to arm them - 
felves with them, he led them to mount Sinai, in order 
to offer facrifice to God, and to render oblations for the falva- 
tion of the multitude, as he was charged betore-hand. 


evidence he then had, and that evidence of the moft authentic fort alfo. So that 
whatever the moderus may think of the thing ittelf, there is hence not the leaft 


colour for finding fault with Jofephus ; he would rather beén much to blame, had 
he omitted thefe quotations. | 
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BOOK Iil. 


. Containing the Interval of two ‘years. 


[FROM THE EXODUS OUT OF EGYPT TO THE REJEC- 
TION OF THAT CENERATION. | 


CHAP. I. 


How Moyes, when he had brought the People out of Egypt led 
them to Mount Sinai, but not till they had fujfered much tr - 
their Journey. 


$1. Ἃ΄ HEN the Hebrews had obtained fuch a wonderful 

deliverance, the country was a great troutle to 
them, for it was entirely a defert, and without all fuftenance 
for them ; and alfo had exceeding little water, fo that ic not 
only was not at all fufhcient for the en, but not enougii to 
feed any of the cattle, for it was parched up, and had no moif- 
ture that might afford nutriment to the vegetables ; fo they 
were forced to travel over this country, as having no other 
country but this totravel in. They had indeed carried wa- 
ter along with them from the land over which they had trav- 
elled before, as their conductor had bidden them ; but when 
that was [pent, they were obliged to draw water out of wells, 
with pain, by reafon of the hardnefs of the foil. Moreover, 
what water they found was bitjer, and not fit tor drinking, and 
this in {mall quantities alfo. Andas they thus travelled, they 
came late in the evening to a place called * Marah, which had 
this name from the badnefs of its water, for Mar denotes διέ - 
fernefs. ‘Vhither they came aflliied, both by the tedioufnefs 
of their journey, and by their want of food, for it entirely 
failed them at that time. Now here wasa well, which made 
them choofe to ftay in the place, which although it was not 
fufficient to fatisty fo greatan army, did yet aiford them fome 
comfort, as found in fuch defert places ; tor they heard from 
thofe who had been to fearch, that there was nothing to be 
found, if they travelled farther. Yet was this water bitter, 


* Dr. Bernard takes notice here, that this place Mar, where the waters were bit- 
ker, is called by the Syrians and Arabians Maziri, and by the Syrians fometimes 
M.rath, all derived from the Hebrew Mar. Healf{o takes notiee, that itis called 
the brtter fountain by Pliny himfelf. Which water remaits there to this day, and 
are {till bitter, as Thevéhet assures us ; and that thereare allo abundance of palme 
grees. Sez his Travels, part 1. chap. xxi. Ὁ. 166. 
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and not fit for men to drink ; and not only fo, but it was in- 
tolerable even to the cattle themifelves. 

2. When Mofes {aw how much the people were caft down, 
and that the occafion of it could not be contradiéted, for the 
people were not in the nature of a complete army of men, wha 
might oppofe a manly fortitude to the neceflity that diftreifed 
them. The multitude of the children, and uf the women alfo, 
being of too weak capacities to be perfuaded by reafon, blunt- 
ed the courage of the men themfelves. Mofes theretore was 
in great dithculties, and made evcry body’s calamity to be his 
own: For they ran all of them τὸ him, and begged of him ; 
the women begged for their in‘ants, and the men for the wo- 
men, that he would not overlook them, but procure fome way 
or other for their deliverance. He therefore betook himfelf 
to prayer to God, that he would chaffge the water from its pref- 
ent badnels, and make it ft tor drinking. And when God 
had granted him thet favour, he tuok the top of a flick that lay 
down at his feet, aud divided it in the middle, and made the 
fection length-ways. He then Jet it down into the well, and 
periuaded tiie Hebrews that God had hearkened to his pray - 
ers, and had promifed to render the water fuch as they 
defired it to be, in cafe they would be fubfervient to him in 
wiat he fhould enjoin them to do ; and this ποῖ after a remifs 
or negligentmanner. And when they afked, What they were 
to du im order to have the water changed for the better? He 
bid the * ftrongeft men among them that ftood there, to draw 
up water; and told them, that when the greateft part was 
drawnup, the remainder would be fit to drink: So they Ia- 
boured at it till the water was fo agitated and purged as to be 
fitto drink. 

3. And now, removing from thence they came to Elim; 
which place looked well ata diftance, tor there was a grove of 
palm-tces ; but when they came near it, it appeared tobe a 


5. The additi ws here τὸ Mofes’s account of the fweetening of the water at Marah, 
feem derived irom fome ancient profane author, and he fuch an author alfo as 
looks lels authentic than aye ylually fullowed by Jo‘ephus. Philo has not a {ylla- 
ble of thete additions, nog any other ancicnter writer that we know of. Had Jo- 
fepbus written thele his Ant'quities for the uie of Jews, he would hardly have giv- 
enthem the every improkavie circumftances ; but writing to Gentiles, that they 
might not complain of his omission of any accounts of {uch miracles derived from 
Gentiles, he did not think proper to conceal what he had met with there about 
this matter ; Which procedure is perfe€lly agreeable to the chamfer and ulage of 
Joiephus upon many occafions, This note is, I confets, barely eonjeCtural ; and 
fince Jofephus never tells us when his own copy, taken out of the temple, had {uch 
additions. or when any ancient notes {upplied them : or indeed when they were 
derived from Jewith, and when from Gentile antiquity, we can go no farther than 
bare conjectures in tuch caies; only the notions of Jews were generally fo differeat 
from thoie of Gentiles, that we may fometimes make no improbable conjeGures tu 
which fort fuch additions belong. See alfo fomewhat like thefe additions in Jo- 
fephus's account of Elifha’s making {wect the bitter and barren {pring near Jericho 
Ok the War, B. LV. ch. viii. § 4. 
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bad place, for the palm-trees were no more than feventy ; and 
they were ill grown, and creeping trees, by. the want.o! wa- 
ter, tor the country about was all parched, and no moifture 
fufhcient to water them, and make them hopetul and uleful, 
was cerived to them frum the fountains, which were in num- 
ber twelve ; they were rather a few moift places than fprings, 
which not breaking out of the ground, nor running over, 
could not lufficiently water the trees. And when they dug 
into the fand, they met with no water ; and if they took a ‘ew 
drops οἱ it into their hands, they found it to be ufelefs, on ac. 
couut of its mud. The trees alfo were tou weak to bear fruit, 
for want of being jufficiently cherilhed ayd enlivened by the 
water, So they laid the blame qn their conductor, and made 
heavy complaints againft him ; and faid, that this their mife- 
rable itatc, and the experience they had οἵ adverfity, were 
owing to hun; tor that they had then journeyed an entire 
thirty days, andhad {pent all the provifions they had brought 
with them, and meeting with no relief, they were in a very 
defpunding condition. And by fixing their attention upon 
nothing but their prefent mistortunes, they were hindered 
from remembering what deliverances they had reccived from 
God, and thole by the virtue and wifdom of Moles alfo ; fo 
they were very angry at their conduéior, and were zealous in 
their attempt to flone him, as the dire€t occafion.of their pref- 
ent miferies. 

4. But as for Mefes himfelf, while the multitude were irri- 
tated and bitterly fet againft him. he cheerfully relied upon 
God, and upon his contcioufnefs of the care he had taken of 
thefe his own people. And hecame into the πιά δ᾿ οἵ them, 
even while they clamoured againft him, and. had ftones in 
their hands in order to difpatch him. Now he wasvf an a- 

reeable prefence, and very able to perfuade the peuple by his 

peeclies ; agcordingly he began to mitigate their anger, and 
exhorted them not to be over-mindtui of their prefent adver fi- 
ties, left they thould thereby !uffer the benefits that had for. 
merly been beftowed on them to {lip out of their memories ; 
and he defired them by no means, on account of their prefent 
uneafinefs, to caft thofe great and wondertultavours and gifts, 
which they had obtained of God, out.of tieir minds, but to 
expect deliverance out of thole their prefent troubles which 
they could not free themfelves trom, and this by the means of 
that divine providence which watched over them: Sceing it 
is probable, that God tries their virtue, and exercifes their pa- 
tience by thefe adverlities, that it may appear what fortitude 
they have, and what memory they retain οἱ his former won- 
dertul works in their favour, and whether they will not think 
of them upon occalion of the miferies they now feel. He told 
them, it appeared they were not really good men, either in pa- 
tience, or in remermbeiing what had heen fuccelstully dene 
fur them, fometimes by contemning God, and his commands, 
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when by thofe commands they left the land of Egypt; and 
fometimes by behaving thémielves ill towards him who was 
the fervant of God, and this when he had never deceived them, 
either in what he faid, or had ordered them to do by God's 
commands. He alfo put them in mind of all that had pafled ; 
how the Egyptians were deftroyed when they attempted to de- 
tain them, contrary to the command of God; and after what 
manner the very fame river was to the others bloody, and not 
fit tor drinking, but wasto them {weet, and fit tor drinking ; 
and how they went a new road through the fea, which fled a 
long way fromthem, by which very means they were them- 
felves, preferved, but faw their enemies deftroyed ; and that 
when they were in want of weapons, God gave them plenty 
of them ; and fo he recounted all the particular inftances, how 
when they were, in appearance juift going to be deitroyed, 
Go had faved them in a {furprifing manner ; that be had flill 
the fame power ; and that they ought not even now to defpair 
of his providence over them: And accordingiy he exhorted 
them to continue quiet, and to confider that help will ποῖ 
come too late though it come not inmediately, it it be prefent 
with them before they fuffer any great misfortune ? that they 
ought to reafon thus, that God delays to affift them, not be- 
caufe he has no regard to them, but becaufe he will firft try 
their fortitude, and the pleaiture they take in their freedom, 
that he may elearn whether you have fouls great enough to 
bear want of food, and fcarcity of watcrs on its account; or 
whether you rather love to be flaves, as cattle are flaves to fuch 
as own them, and feed them liberally, but only in order to’ 
make them inore ufeful in their fervice. That as for himfelf, 
he fhall not be lo much concerned for his own prefervation ; 
for if he die unjuftly, he fhall not reckon it any affliction, but 
that he is concerned for them, left, by cafling ftones at“ him, 
they fhould be thought to condemn God himlelf, 

By this means Mofes pacified the people, and reftrain- 
ed them from floning him, and brought them to repent of 
what they were goingto do. And becaufe he thought the ne- 
ceffity they were under made their paffion lefs unjuitifiable, he 
thought he ought to apply himfelf to God by prayer and fup- 
plication; andgoing up to an eminence, he requefted of God 
᾿ for fome fuccour for the people, and fome way ot deliverance 
from the want they were in, becaufe in him, and in him a- 
Jone, was their hope οἱ falvation. And he defiredthat he would 
forgive what neceflity had forced the people to do, fince fuch 
was the nature of mankind, hard to pleafe, and very com- 
plaining under adverfities, Accordingly God promifed he 
would take care of them, and afford them the fuccour the 
were defirous of. Now when Moles had heard this trom God, 
he came down to the multitude. Bust as foon as they faw him 
joy tulat the promifes be had received trom God, they chang- 
ed their fad countenances into gladnefs.’ So he placed pim- 
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felf inthe midft of them, and told them, he came to bring 
them from God a deliverance out of their prefent diftreffes. 
Accordingly a little after came a vaft number of quails, which 
is a bird more plentiful in this Arabian Gulph than any where 
elfe, flying over the fea, and hovered over them, till wearied 
with their laborious flight, and.ideed, as ufual, flying very 
fear to the earth, they fell down:upon the Hebrews, ‘who 
caught them, and fatisfied their hunger with them, and fup- 
pofed that this was the method whereby God meant to fupply - 
them of food. Upon which Mofes returned thanks to Cod 
for affording them his affiftance fo fuddenly, and fooner than 
he had promifed them. ᾿ 

6. But prefently after this firft fupply of food, he fent them 
a fecond.. For as Mofes was lifting up his hands in prayer, a 
dew fe]l down ; and Mofes when he found it ftick to his hands, 
fuppofed this was alfo come for food trom God to them, he 
tailed it, and perceiving that the people knew not what it 
was. and thought it {nowed, and that it wa; what ufually fell 
at that time of the year, he informed them, that this dew did 
not fall from heaven after the manner they imag‘ned, but came 
for their prefervation and fuftenance. So he tafted it, and gave 
them fome of it, that_they might be fatisfied about what he had 
toldthem. They alfoimitated their condutor, and were pleaf- 
ed with the food, for it was like honey in fweetnefs, and pleafant 
tafte, but like im its body to bdellium, one of the {weet fpices, 
but in bignefs equal to coriander feed. And very earneft they 
were in gathering it. But they were enjoined to gather * it 
equally,,the meafure of an homer for each man every day, 
becaufe-fhis food fhould not come in too {mall a quantity, left 
the weak€r might not be able to get their ἔπαγε, by reafon ot 
the overbearing of the ftrong in colle&ting it. However, thefe 
ftrong men, when they had gathered more than the meafure 
appointed for them, they had no more than others, but only 
tired themfelves more in gathering it, for they found no more 
than an homer a-piece ; and the advantage they got by what 
was fuperfluous was none at all, it corrupting, both by the 
worms breeding in it, and by its bitternefs. So divine and 
wonderful a food this was! It alfo f{upplied the want ot other 
forts of food to thofe that fed on it. And even tnow in all 


* It feems to me from what Mofes, Exod. xvi. 18. St. Paul, 2 Cor viii. 15. and 
Jofephus her- fays, compared together, that the quantity of manna that fell daily, 
and did not putrity, was juft fo much as came to an homer apiece, through the 
whole ποῖ of I{raeF, and no more. 

+ This fuppoial, that the fweet haney dew or manna, fo celehrated in ancient and 
modem authors, as falling ufualy in Arabia, was of the very Jam fort with this 
manna fent to the -Ifraclites, favours more of Gentilifa than of Judaifm, or Chrit- 
tianity. It is not improbable that fome ancient Gentite author, read by Jolephus, 
{o thought ; nor would he here contradi& him though jirft before, and Antig. B. 
IV ch. iii. § 2. he feems dire€tly to allow that it had not been feen before. Hew- 
ever, this food from heaven is here defcribed to be /tke fnow ; and in Artapanus, 
an heathen writer, it is compared to meal, like to oatmeal, in colour like to frow, rained 
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that place this manna comes down in rain, according to what 
Mofes then obtained of God, to fend it to the peuple for their 
fuftenance. Now the Hebrews call this food manna ; tor the 

article man, in our language, is the afking of aqueftion, What 
ts this? So the Hebrews were very joytul at what was fent 
them from heaven. Now they made ufe of this food for forty 
years, or as long asthey were in the wildernefs. 

#. As foon as they were removed thence, they cameto Re- 
phidim, being diftreffed to the laft degree by thirft; and while 
in the foregoing days they had light on a few {mall fountains, 
but now found the earth entirely deftitute of water, they were 
in anevil cafe. They again tured their anger againft Motes ; 
but'he at firft avoided the fury of the multitude, and then be- 
took himfelf to prayer to God, befeeching him, that as he had 

iven them food when they were in the greateft want ο΄ τ fo 
he would give them drink fince the favour of giving tnem 
food was of no value to them while they had nothing to drink. 
And God did not delay to give it them. but promiued Mofes 
that he would procure them a fountain. and plenty of ‘water 
froma place they did not expeftany. So he commanded him 
to {mite the rock which * they faw lying there, wich his rod, 
and out ot it to receive plenty of what they wanted ; for he 
had taken care that drink {hould come to them wit!:vut amy la- 
bour or pains-taking. When Mofes had received this com- 
mand trom God, he came to the people who waited for him, 
and looked upon him, for they faw already that he was comin 
apace from hiseminence. As foon as he was come he tol 
them, that God would deliver them from their prefe.1¢ diftrefs, 
and granted them an unexpetted favour ; and intormed them, 
that a river fhould run for their fakes out of the rock. But 
they wcre amazcd at that hearing, fuppofiag they were of necef- 
fity to cut the rock in pieces, πον they were diltreffed t-y their 
thirft, and by their journey. While Mofes only {miting the 
rock with his rod opened a paffage, and out οἱ it burit out 
water, and that in great abundance, and very clear. But 
they were aftonifhed at this wondertul effeét ; and as it were 
quenched their thirft by the very fight of it. So-they drank 
this pleafant, this {weet water : and fuch it feemed to be, as 
might well be ex petted where God was the donor. They were 
alfo in admiration how Mofes was honoured by 70d ; and they 
made grateful return otf facrifices to God tor his providence 


down by God, Effay onthe Old Teft append. p. 239. But-as to the derivation of 
the word manna, whether from man, which Jolephus fays then fignihed, what 15 ἢ ? 
or from mannah,to divide,i.e ἃ aruriend or portion allotted to every one, it is une 
certain : I incline to the latter derivation. This manua is called ange.’s fucd, Pfal. 
Ixxviit. 46. and by our Savicur, Join vi. g1, dec. as well as wy Jolephus here and 
eHewhere, Antig. B. TI. chip v. ξ 3. faid to be fent the Jews from heaven. 

* ‘his rock is there at this day, as the travellers agree ; and maft be the fame as 
was there in the days of Motes, as being too large to be brought hither by our mo- 
dern carriages, 
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_ towards them. Now that icripture, whichis * laid up in the 
temple, in‘orm us, how God foretold to Moles, that water 
fhould in this manner be derived out of the rock. 


CHAP. II, 


How the Amalckhites, and the neighbouring nations, made war 
with the Hebrews, and were beaten, and loft a great part of 
their army. ° ‘— 

δ 3. “THE name of the Hebrews began already tobe every 

where renowned, and rumours about them ran a- 

broad. This made the inhabitants of thofe countries to te in 
no {mall tear, Accordingly they {ent ambaffadors to one an- 
other, and exhorted one another to defend themfelves, and to 
endeavour to deftroy thefe men. Thole that induced the reft 
to do fo, were fuch as inhabited Gobolitis and Petra. They 
were called Amalckites, and were the moft warlike of the na- 
tions that lived thereabout ; and whole kings exhorted one a- 
nother, and their neighbours, to go to this war againit the He- 
brews ; telling them, that an army of ftrangers and fuchan one 
as had run away from flavery under the Egyptians, lay in 
wait to ruin them ; which army they were not, in common 
prudence and regard to their own fa‘ety, to overlook, but to 
cruth them before they gather ftrength, and come to be in 
profperity ; and perhaps attack them firft in an hoftile manner, 
as pref{uming upon our indolence in not attacking them be- 
fore ; and that we ought to avenge ourfelves of them for what 
they have done. in the wildernefs, but that this cannot be fo 
well. done when they have once laid their hands on our cities, 
and our goods, That thofe who endeavour to crufh a power 
in its firit rife, are wifer than thofe that endeavour to put a 
flop to its progrefs, when it is become formidable ; tor thefe 
laft ieem to be angry only at the flourifhing of others, but the 
former do not leave any room for their enemies to become 
troublefome tothem. After they had fent fuch embaflages to 
the neighbouring nations, and among one another, they re- 
folved to attack the Hebrews in battle. 

2. Thefe proceedings of the people of thofe countries occa- 
fioned perplexity and trouble to Mofes, who expeéted no fuch 
warlike preparations. And when thele nations were ready to 
fight, and the multitude ot the Hebrews were obliged to try 
the tortune of war, they were in a mighty diforder, and in 
want of all neceffaries, and yet were to make war with men 
who were thoroughly well prepared for it. Then therefore it 


* Note here, that the {mall book of the principal laws of Mofes is ever faid to 
be laid up in the holy goufe itielf, but the larger Pentateuch, as here. lomowhere 
within the limits of the iemple and wens only, See Antig. B. V. chap. i. § 27. 
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was that Mofes began to encourage them, and to exhort them 
to have a wood heart, and rely on God’s afhiftance, by which 
they had been advanced into ἃ ftate οἱ freedom, and to hope 
for vittory over thofe who were ready to fight with’ them in 
order to deprive them of that bleffing. Thatthey were to fup- 
pofe their own army to be numerous, wanting nothing, net- 
ther weapons, nor money, nor provifions, nor fuch other con- 
veniencies as when men are in poffeffion of, they fight un- 
dauntedly ; and that they are to judge themfelves to have alf 
thefe advantages in the divine afliftance. They are alfo to fup- 
pofe the enemy’s army to be fmall, unarmed, weak, and fuch 
as want thofe conveniences which they know muff be wanted, 
when it is God’s will that they fhall be beaten. And how val- 
uable God’s affiftance 1s, they had experrenced in abundance 
of trials; and thofe fuchas were moreterrible than war, for that 
is only againft men, but thefe were againft famine and thirit, 
things indeed that were in their own nature infuperable ; as al- 
fo againft mountatns, and that fea which afforded them no way 
for e{caping. Yet had all thefe difficultics been conquered by 
God’s gracious kindnefs to them. So he exhorted them to be 
courageous at this time, aad to look upon their entire profperi- 
ty to depend on the prefent conqueft of their enemies. 

3. And with thefe words.did Mofes encourage the multitude, 
who then called together the princes of their tribes, and their 
chief men, both feparately and jointly. Fhe young men he 
charged to obey their elders, and the elders to hearken to their 
leader. Sothe people were elevated in their minds, and ready 
to try their fortune in battle, and hoped to be thereby at 
length delivered trom all their miferies. Nay they defired 
that Mofes would immediately lead them againit their enemies 
without the leaft delay, that no backwardnefs might be an hin- 

erance to their prefent refolution. So Mofes forted all that 
were fit for war into different troops ; and fet fofhua, the fon 
of Nun, of the tribe of Ephraim, over them; one that was of 
great courage, and patient to undergo labours ; of great abili- 
tres to underitand, and to {peak what was proper; and very 
ferious in the worffiip of doa ; and indeed made hke another 
Moles a teacher of picty towards God. He alfo appointed a 
{mall party of the armed men to be near the water; and to 
take czre of the children, and the women, and οἱ the entire: 
camp. So that whole night they prepared themfelves for the 
battle. ‘Vhey took their weapons, uf any of them had fuch as 
were well made, and attended to their commanders, as ready 
to τα ἢ forth to the battle, as foon as Neofes fhould give the 
word of command. Mofes alfo kept awake, teaching Jofhua 
alter what manner he fhould order his camp. But when the 
day began, Moles called for Jofhua again, and exhorted him 
to approve himfelf in deeds fuch an onc as his reputation made 
men expeét from him ; and to gain glory by the prefent expe- 
dition, in the opinion of thofe under him, for his exploits is 
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this battle. He alfo gave a particular exhortation to the prin- 
cipal men of the Hebrews, and encouraged the whole army as 
it ftood armed before him. And when he had thus animated 
the army, both by his words and works, and prepared every 
thing, he retired to a mountain, and committed the army to 
God and to Jofhua. 

4. Sothe armies joined hattle ; and it came to a clofe fight 
hand to hand, both fides fhewing great alacrity, and encour- 
aging one another. And indeed while Mofes * ftretched out 
his hands towards heaven, the Hebrews were too hard for the 
Amalekites. But Mofes not being able to fuflain his hands 
thus ftretched out, {for as often as he let down his hands fo 
often were his own people worfted,) he had his brother Aaron, 
and Hur, their fifter Miriam’s hufband, to ftand on each 
fide of him, and take hold of his hands, and not permit 
his wearinefs to prevent it, but to affift him in the extenfion of 
his hands. When this was done, the Hebrews conquered the 
Amalckites by main force ; and indeed they had all perifhed, 
unlef> the approach ot the night had obliged the Hebrews to de- 
fift from killing any more. So our foretathers obtained ἃ mott 
fignal and mott fealonable vi€tory ; forthey not only overcame 
thofe that fought againft them, but terrified alfo the neigbour- 
ing nations, and got grcat and fplendid advantage, which they 
obtained of their enemies by their hard pains in this battle ; for 
when they had taken the enemy’s camp, they got ready booty 
for the public, and for their own private families, whereas till 
then they had not any fort of plenty, or even necellary food. 
The forementioned battle, when they had once got it, was al- 
fothe occafion of their profperity, not only for the prefent, 
but for the future ages alfo; for they not only made flaves of 
the bodies of their enemies, but fubdued their minds alfo, and, 
after this battle, became terrible to all that dwelt round about 
them. Moreover they acquired a νὰ quantity of riches ; for 
a great deal of t:lver and gold was Ieft inthe enemy’s camp; as 
alfo brazen veffels, which they made common ule of in their 
families ; many utenfils alfo that were embroidered, there 
were of both forts, that is, of what were weaved, and what 


were theornaments of their armour, and other things thatferv- - 


ed for εἷς in-the family, and for the furniture of their rooms ; 


* This eminent circumftance, that while Mofes's hands were 7. up towards hea- 
ven, the Ifraelites prevailed, and while they were /et down towards the carth, the 
Amalekites prevailed, feems to me the eartieft intimstion we have of the proper 
pofture, uied of old, in folemn prayer, which was the Aretching out of the hands 
{and eyes) towards heaven, as other paffepes of the Old and New Teflament in- 
formus. Nay, by the way, this pofture fecms to Lave continued in the Chriftian 
ehurch, till the clergy. initead of leaming their prayers by heart, read them out of 
a book, which is, in great meafure, inconftftent with {uch an elevated pofture, and 
which feems to me to have teen only a latter praétice introduced under the corrupt 
ftate of the church, though the conflant ufe of divine forms of prayer, praile, and 
thank{giving, appears to me to have been the practice of God's people, Patriarchs, 
jews, and Chriftians, in a!) the palkt ages. > 
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thev got alfo the prey of-their cattle, and of whatfoever ufes 
to follow camps, when they remove from one place to anoth- 
er. So the Hebrews now valued themfelves upon their. cour- 
age, and claimed great merit for their valour; and they per- 
᾿ς petually inured themielves to take pains, by which they deem- 
ed every dificulty might be furmounted.’ Such were the con- 
fequences of this battle. | . 

5. On the-next day, Motes ftripped the dead bodies of their 
enemies and gathered together the armour οἱ thole that were 
fled, and gave rewards to juch as had fignalized themfelves in 
the a€tion ; and highly commended Jothua, theirgencral who 
- was attelted to by all the army, on account of the great actions 

he had done.’ Nor was any one ot the Hebrews flain; but the 
flain of the enemy’sarmy were too many to be ennumerated. 
So Mofes offered facrifices of thankI[giving to Ged, and built 
an altar, which he named, éhe Lord the Conquerer. He alfo 
foretold, that the Amalekites f{hould utterly be deflroved ; and ° 
that hereafter none of themfhould remain, becaufe they fought 
againft the Hebrews, and this when they were in the wilder- 
nefs, and in their diftrefs alfo. Moreover, he retrethed the 
army with feafling. And thus did they fght this firft battle 
with thofe that ventured to oppofe them, after they were gone 
out of Egypt. But, when Moles had celebrated this feftival 
for the victory, he permitted the Hebrews to reft tor a few days, 
and then he brought them out atter the fight, in order of battle; 
for they had now many foldiers in light armour. And going 
gradually on, he cameto mount Sinai, in three months time 
after they were removed out of Egypt ; at which mountain, as 
we have betvre relaied. the vifion ot the bufh, and the other 
wonderiul appearances, had happened. 


CHAP. III. 
That Mofes kindly received his father-in-law Jethro, when he 


. came to himto mount Sinat. 


TOW when Raguel, Mofes’s father-in-law, underftood in 
what a prolperous condition his affairs were, he willing- 

ly came tomeet him. And Mofes took Zipporah his wife and 
his children, and pleafed himfelf with hiscoming. And when 
he had offered facrifice he made a feaft for the multitude, near 
the buth he had formerly feen ; which multitude, every one, 
according to their families, partook of the feaft. .But Aaron, 
and his family, took Raguel, and fung hymns to God as to 
him who had been the author and procurer of their deliver- 
nce and their freedom. They alfo praifed their conduétor, 
fs him by whole virtue it was that all things had fuccecded fo 
Well with them. Raguel alfo, in his euchariftical oration to 
Moles, made great encomiums upon the whole multitude. 
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And he could not but admire Mofes for his fortitude, and that 
humanity he had fhewed in the delivery of his triends, 


CHAP. IV. 
How Raguel fuggefled to Mofes to fet hts peoplein order, under 


their rulers of thoufands, and rulers of hundreds, who lived 
with.ut order before. Aad how Mofes compledin all things 
with his jather 1n-law's admonttion. 


41. TR next day, as Raguel faw Mofes in the midft ofa 

crowd of bufinefs (tor he determined the differen- 
ces of thofe that referred them to him, every one ftill going to 
him and fuppofing that they fhould then only obtain juftice, 
if he were the arbitrator; and, thofé that loft their caufes, 
thought it no harm, while they thought they Jo&% them juftly, 
and not by partiality.) Raguel however [διὰ nothing to him 
at that time, as not defirous to be any hinderance to fuch as 
had a mind to make ule of the virtue of their conduétor. But 
atterward he took him to himfelf, and when he had him alone, 
he inftruéted him in what he ought todo ; and advifed him to 
leave the trouble of leffer caufesto others, but himfelf to take 
care of the greater, and of the people’s fatety, for that certain 
others of the Hebrews might be fcund that were fit to deter- 
mine caufes, but that nobody but a Mofes could take care of 
the fatety of fo many ten thoufands. Be not therefore, fays 
he, infenfible of thine own virtue, and what thou haft done 
by miniftering under God to the people’s prefervation. Per- 
mit therefore, the termination of common caufes to be done 
by others, but do thou referve thyfelt to the. attendance on 
God only, and look out for methods of preferving the multi- 
tude frcm their prefent diftrefs. Make ufe of the method I 
fuggeitto you, as to human affairs ; and takea review of the 
army, and appoint chofen rulers over tens of thoufands, and 
then over thoufands ; then divide them into five hundreds ; 
and again into hundreds, and into fitties; and fet rulers over 
each of them who may diftinguifh ther into thirties and keep 
them in order ; and at laft number them by twenties and by 
tens. And let there be one commander over each number, to 
be denominated from-the number of thofe over whom they are 
rulers, but fuch as the whole multitude have tried, and do * 
approve as being good and righteous men; and let thefe rulers 
decide the controverfies they have one with another. But if 
any great caufe arife, let them bring the cognizance of it be. 


* This manner of ele€ting the judges and officers of the Ifraciites by the reffimo- 
nies and fufrages.of the people, before they were ordaiied by God, or by Mofes, 
deferves to be carefully noted, becaufe it was the pattern of the like man:er of the 
choice and ordination of Bithops, Presbyters, and Deacous, in the Chriftian 
Church. .. ᾿ 


x18 ANTIQUITI£S OF THE Jews. [Book III. 
fore the rulers of an higher dignity ; but if any great difficul- 
y arife that is too hard tor even their determination, let them 

end it to thee. By thefe means two advantages will] be gain- 
ed ; thatthe Hebrews will have juftice done them ; and thou 
wilt be able to attend conftantly on God, and procure him to 
be more favourable to the people. 

2. This was the admonition of Raguel; and Mofes receiv- 
ed his advice very kindly, and aéted according to his fuggef- 
tion. Nor did he conceal the invention of this method, nor 
pretend to it himfelf, but informed the multitude who it was 
that invented it. Nay he has named Raguel in the books he 
wrote, as the perfon who invented this ordering ot the people, 
as thinking it right to give a true teftimony to worthy perfons, 
although he might have gotten reputation by afcribing to him- 
felf the inventions of other men. Whence we may learn the 
virtuous difpofition of Mofes. But of fuch his difpofition, 


we fhail have proper occafion to {peak in other places of thefe 
ooks. 


CHAP. V. 


How Mofes ajcended up to Mount Sinai, and received | Laws 
from God, and delivered them to the Hebrews, 


41. NOW Mofes called the multitude together, and told 
them, that he was going from them unto Mount 
Sinai to converfe with God; to receive from him, and to bring 
back with him a certain oracle. But he enjoined them to pitc 
their tents near the mountain, and prefer the habitation that 
was neareft to God, before one more remote. When he had 
Said this, he afcended up to mount Sinai, which * is the high- 
eft of all the mountains that are in that country. and is not on- 
ly very difficult to be afcended by men, on account of its vaft 
altitude, but becaufe of the fharpnefs of its precipices alfo ; 
nay, indeed it cannot be looked at without pain of the cyes. 
And belides this, it was terrible and maccefflible, on account 
of the rumour that paffed about, that God dwelt there. But 
the Hebrews removed their tents, as Mofes had bidden them, 
and took poffeffion of the loweft parts of the mountain ; and 


* Since this mountain Sinai is here faid to be the Arghef of all the mountains that 
are in that country, it muft be that now called δέ. Kathariaes, whichis one third 
higher than that within a mile of it now called Sinai, a3 Monf. Thevenot informs 
us, Travels, part I. chap. xxviii. p. 168. The other name of it, foreb, is never 
ufed by Jolephus ; and perhaps was its name among the Egyptians only, whence 
the I{raeiites wére late’'y come, as Sina? was its name among the Arabians, Ca- 
naanites, and other nations. Accordingly when (1 Kings ix. 8.) the {cripture iays, 
that Elijah came to Horet, the mount of Gol, Jolepbus jultly fays, Antiq. B. VIII. 

*chap. xiii. Ὁ 7. that Ae came fo the movataincatled Sinai. And Jerom, here cited 
Dr, Hudion, fays, that he took this mountain to ‘ave two names, Sinat and 
εὐ. See Nomin. Heb. p. 437. . 


* 


‘Chap. ΝΖ 9s ANTIQUITIES OF ΤΗ͂Σ JEWS. [19 


were elevaied in their minds, in expeétation that Mofes would 
return from God with promifes of the good things he had 
propofed tothem. So they feafted and waited tor their con- 
du&or, and kept themfelves pure, as in other refpeéls, and 
not accompanying with their wives for three days, as he had 
betore ordered them to do. And they prayed to God, that he 
would favourably receive Mofes in his converfing with him ; 
and beftow fome fuch gift upon them by which they might 
live well. They alfo lived more plentifully as to their diet ; 
and put on their wives and children more ornamental and de- 
cent clothing than they ufually wore. 

2. So they paffed two days in this way of feafting ; but on 
the third day, before the fun was up, a cloud f{pread itfelf o- 
ver the whole camp of the Hebrews fuch an one as none had 
before feen, and encompaffed the place where they had pitch- 
ed their tents ; and while all the reft of the air was clear, there 
came {trong winds, that raifed up large thowers of rain, which 
became ἃ mighty tempeft." There was alfo fuch lightening¢” 
as was terrible to thofe that faw it ; and thunder with its thun- 
der bolts were {ent down, and declared God to be there pre- 
fent in a gracious way to fuch as Mofes defired’ he fhould be 
gracious. Now as to thefe matters, every one of my readers 
may think as he pleafes ; but I am under a neceffity of rela 
ting this hiftory as it is defcribed in the facred books. This 
fight, and the amazing founds that came to their ears, difturb- 
ed the Hebrews to a prodigious degree, for they were not fuch 
as they were accuftomed to; and then the rumour that was 
fpread abroad, how God frequented that mountain, greatly αἷς 
tonifhed their minds, fo they forrowfully contained themlelves 
within. their tents, as both fuppofing Mofes to be deftroyed 
by the divine wrath, and expecting the like deftru&tion for 
themfelves, __ ΝΕ 

3. When they were under thefe apprehenfions, Mofes ap- 
peared as joyful and greatly exalted. When they faw him, 
they were freed from their fear and admitted of more comfort- 
able hopes as to what wasto cume. The air alfo was become 
clear and pure of its former diforders, upon the appearance 
of Mofes. Whereupon he called together the people toa 
congregation, in order to their hearing what God would fay to 
them. And when they. were gathered together, he ftood on 
an eminence whence they might all hear him, and faid, ** God 
“ has received me gracioufly, O Hebrews, as he has formerly 
** done ; and has fuggefted an happy method of living for 
** you, and an order of political government, and is now pre- 
“ fenc inthe camp: I theretore charge you for his fake, and 
** the fake ct his works, and what we have done by his means, 
“ that you do not put alow value on what I am going to fay, 
*“ becaufe the commands have been given by me that 
δ now deliver thent to you, nor becauife it is the tongue 
“ of a man that delivers them to you ; butif you have a due 
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regard to the great importance of the things themfcives, you 
will underftand the greatnefs of him whofe inftitutions they 
are, and who has not difdained to communicate them to 
me for our common advantage ; for it is not to he fuppofed 
that the author of thefe inftitutions is barely Mofes, the fon 
of Amram and Jochebed, but he who obliged .he Nile to 
run bloody for your fakes, and tamed the haughtinefs of the 
Egy ptians by varieus forts of judgments ; he who provid- 
ed a way through the fea for us ; he who contrived a meth- 
od of fending us food from heaven,’ when we were diftreff- 
ed for want ot it; he who made the water to iffue out of a 
rock, .when we had very little of it before; he by whofe 
means Adam was made to partake of the fruits both of the 
‘ land and of the fea; he by whofe means Noah efcaped the 
deluge; he by whofe means our forefather Abraham, cf a 
wandering pilgrim was made the heir of the land vf Canaan ; 
he by whole means Ifaac was born of parents who were very 
4, old; he by whofe means Jacob was adorned with twelve 
* virtuous fons ; he by whoie means Jofeph became a potent’ 
lord over the Egyptians ; he it is who conveys thefe in- 
ftru€tions to you by meas his interpreter. And let thembe 
to you venerable, and contended for more earneftly by you 
than your own children, and your own wives; for 1f you 
will follow them, you will lead an happy life; you will en- 
joy the land ¥ruitiul, the fea calm, and the fruit of the womb 
born complete, as nature requires; you will be alfo terrible 
to your enemies. For] have been admitted into the pref. 
ence ot God, and been made a hearer of his incorruptible 
voice ; fo great is his concern for your nation, and its du- 
ration.” 
4. When he had faid this, he brought the people, with their 
wives and children, fo near the ‘mountain, that they might 
hear God himfelf {peaking to them about the precepts which 
they were to praétice; thatthe energy of what fhould be ipnk- 
en inight not be hurt by its utterance by that tongue of a man, 
which could but imperfectly deliver it to their underftanding. 
And they all! heard a voice that came to all of them from above, 
infomuch that no one of these words efcaped them, which Mo- 
fes wrote in two tables ; which itis not * lawful for us to fet 
down dire¢éily, but their import we will declare. 

5. The firft commandment teaches us, that there is but one 
God, and that we ought to worfhip him only. The fecond 
commands us not to make the image of any living creature to 
worfhipit. The third, that‘we muft not fwear by Go: ina 
‘falfe'man er. The fourth, that we muft keep the feventh day, 
by refting from all fort of work. The fifth, that we muft bo- 
nour our parents. The fixth, that we muft abftain from mur- 


* Of this and another like fuperftitious notion of the Pharifecs, which Jofephus 
¢omplied with, tcc τὶς note on Antiq. B. 11. ch. xii, § 4. 


- “go 
- 
” 
os 
᾿ - 
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der. The feventh, that we muft not commit adultery. The 
eighth, that we muft not be guilty of theft. The ninth, that 
we muft not bear falfe witriefs. The tenth, that we muft not 
admit of the delire of any thing that is another’s. 

6. Now when the mulutude had heard God himlelf giving 
thofe precepts wHtich Moles had dilcourfed of, they rejoiced at 
what was faid; and the congregation was dillolved. But on 
the following days they came to his tent, and d-fired him to 
bring them befides cther laws from God. Accordingly he ap- 
pointed fuch laws; and afterwards informed them 1n what 
manner they fhould aét in all cafes ; which laws I fhall make 
mention of in their proper time ; but I thall referve moft of 
thofe laws for * another work, and make there a diftin&ét ex-. 
plication of them. 

ἡ. When matters were brought to this ftate, -Mofe: went u 
again to mount Sinai, of which he had told them before hand. 
He made his afcent in their fight ; and while he ftayed ,there~ 
fo long a time, {for he was abfent from them forty days), fear 
feized upon the Hebrews, left Mofes fhould have come te an 
harm ; nor was there any thing elfe fo fad, and that fo much 
troubled them, as this fuppofal that Mofes was perifhed. Now 
there was a variety in their fentiments about it; fome faying 
that he was fallen among wild beafts, and thofe that were of 
this opinion were chiefly fuch as were ill difpofed to him; but 
others faying, that-he was departed and gone to God : but the 
wifer fort were led by their reafon to embrace neither of thofe 
opinions, with any fatisfa&tion, thinking. that it was a thin 
that fometimes happens to men to fall amonz wild beafts, and 
perith that way, fo it was probable enough that he might de- 
part and go to God, on account of his virtne, they therefore 
were quiet, and expetted the event. Yet were they exceed- 
ing forry upon the fuppofal that they were deprived of a gov- 
ernor, and a proteétor, fuch an one indeed as they could never . 
recover again ; nor would this fulpicion give them leave to 
expef any comfortable event about this man, nor could they 

revent their trouble and melancholy upon this occafion. 
However the camp durft not remove all this while, becaufe 
Mofes had bid them _atore to flay there. 

8. But when the forty days andas many nights, were over, 
Mofes came down, having tafted nothing of food ufually ap- 
pointed for the nourithment of men. His appearance filled 
the army with gladnefs, and he declared to them what care 
God had of them, and by what manner of condu&t of their | 
’ lives they might live happily ; telling them, that during thefe 
days of his abfence, he had fuggefted to him alfo that he would 
have a tabernacle built for him, into which he would defcend. 


4 This other work of Jofephus’s here referred to feems to be that which does not 
appear to have been ever publifhed, which yethe intended to publish, about the. 
sealons of many of the laws of Moles. Of which fee the note on the Preface, fect. ¢. 


Vou. I. 
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when he came to them; and how we fhould carry it about - 


with us when we remove from-this place ; and that there would 
be no longer any occafion for going up to mount Sinai, but 
that he would himfelf come and pitch his tabernacle amongft 
us, and be prefent at our praycrs; as al‘o, that the tabernacle 
fhould be οἱ uch meafures and coaftru€tion as he had fhewed 
him, and that vou are to fafl to the work, and profecute it 
diligently. When he had faid this, he fhewed them the two 
tables, with the ten commandments engraven upon them, five 


upon each table ; and the writing was by the hand of God. 


? 


CHAP. VI. 


Concerning the Tabernacle which Mofes built in the W ildernefs, 
for the honour of God, and which feemed to be a Temple. 


§ 1. EREUPON the Ifraelites rejoiced at what they had 

A {cen and heard ot their conductor, and were not 
wanting in diligence according to their ability ; but they 
brought filver, ἀπά. gold, and brafs, and οἱ the beft forts of 
wood, and fuch as would not at all decay by putrefadtion ; 
camel’s hairalfo, and fheep fkins, fome of them dyed of a blue 
colour, and fome of a fcarlet ; fome brought the flower for the 
purple colour, and others for white; with wool dyed by the 
flowers aforc mentioned ; and fine linen and precious ftones, 
which thofe that ufe coftly ornaments fet in ouches of gold; 
thev brought alfo a great quantity of fp ces; for of thefe ma- 
terials did Mofes build the tabernacle, which did not at all dif- 
fer trom a moveable and ambulatory temple. Now when thefe 
things were brought together with great diligence, for every 
one was ambitious to further the work, even beyand their a- 
bility, he fet archite€ls over the works, and tus by the com- 


mand οἱ God; and indeed the very fame which the people 


themfcives would have chofen, had the eleétion been allowed 
to iem. Now their names are fetdown in writing in the facred 
bouks; and they. were thefe, Befaleel, the fon of Uri, of the 
tribe of Judah the grandion of Miriam, the fifter of their 
condu€tor ; and Aholiah, the fon of Ahifamach, of the tribe 
of Dan. Now the people went on with what they had under- 
taken with fo greatalacrity, that Mofes was obliged to-reftrain 
them, by making proclamation, that what had been brought 
was fufhicient, as the artificers had informed him. So they tell 
to work upon the building of the.tabernacle. Mofes alfo in- 
formed them, according to the direétion of God, both what 
tiie meafures were to be, and its largenefs; and how many vef- 
[εἰς it ought to contain, for the αἷς of the facrifices. The wo- 
men alfo yere ambitious to do their parts, about the garments 
of the pricits, and about other things that would be wanted in 
this work, both for ornament, and tor the divine fervice itfelf, 


. 
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2. Now when all things were prc .e gold, and the 
filver, and the brafs and what was ... Mojies, when he 
had appointed before hand that there.!.uul¢ 'e a feftival, and 
that facrifices fhould be offered accordix - every one’s abili- 
ty, * reared up the tabernacle. A~ en he‘ had meafured 
the open court, fitty ci ro" uundred long, he fet . 
up brazen pill aty on each of the long- 
er fides, and tv. μι weadth behind; every one of 


the pillars allo had a rug = their chapiters were of filver, 
but their bafes were of brafs ; they refembled the fharp ends 
ot f{pears, and were of brafs, fixed into the ground. Cords were 
alfo put through the rings, and were tied at their farther ends 
to brafs nails of a cubit long, which at every pillar were driv- 
€n into the floor, and would keep the tabernacle from being. 
fhaken by the violence of winds. But acurtain of fine fott 
Jinen went round all the pillars, and hung down ina flowin 
and loofe manner trom their chapiters, and inclofed the whole 
{pace, and feemed not at all unlike to a wail about it. And 
this was the ftru€ture of three of the fides of this inclofure. 
᾿ Butas for the tourth fide, which was fifty cubits in extent, 
and was the front of the whole, twenty cubits of it were for 
the opening at the gates, wherein ftood two pillars on each 
fide, after the refemblance of open gates, thefe were made 
wholly of filver, and polifhed, and that atl over excepting the 
bafes, which were οἱ brafs. Now on each fide of the gates 
there ftood three pillars, which were inferted into the concave 
bafes of the gates, and were fuited to them ; and round them 
was drawn a curtain of fine linen. But tothe gates themfelves, 
whieh were twenty cubits in extent, and five in height, the 
curtain was, compofed of purple, and f{carlet and blue, and 
fine linen, and embroidered with many and divers forts of 
figures, excepting the figures of animals. Within thefe gates 
was the brazen lJaver for purification, having a bafon beneath, 
of the like matter, whenc® the priciis might wafh their hands, 
and {prinkle their feet. And this was the ornamental conftruc- 
tion of the inclofure about the court of the tabernacle, which 
was expofed to the open air. | 
. As to the tabernacle itfelf, Mofes placed it in the middle 
of that court, with its front to the eaft. that when the fun a- 
rofe it might fend its firft rays uponit. Its length when it was 
fet up was thirty cubit>, and its breadth was twelve [ten] cu- 
bits. The one of its walls was on the fouth, and the other was 
ex pofed to the north, and on the back part of it remained the 
weft. It was neceflary that its height που be equal to its 
breadth [ten cubits]. There were alfo pillars made of wood 
twenty on eacn fide ; they were wrought into a quadrangular 
figure, in breadth a cubit and an half, but the thicknefs was 


® OF this tabernacle of Mofes, wit 1:5. feveral parts and furniture. fee my de- 
Gesiption at jsrge, chap, vi, vit. wilt, IX ox. xi xu, hereto belonging. 
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four fingers ; they had thin plates of gold affixed to them on 
both fides, inwardly and outwardly ; they had each of them. 
two tenons belonging to them, inferted into their bates and 
thefe were of filver ; in each of which bafes there was a fock- 
et to receive the tenon. But the pillars on the weft wall were 
fix. Now all thefe tenons and fockets accurately fitted one 
another. infomuch that the joints were invilible, and both 
feemed to be one entire and united wall. It was alfo covered 
with gold, both within and without. The number of pillars 
was equal on the oppofite fides, and there were on each part 
twenty, and every one of them had the third part of a fpan in . 
thicknefs ; fo that the number of thirty cubits were fully made 
up between them. But as to the wall behind, where the fix 
pillars made up together only nine cubits they made two oth- 
ef pillars, and cutthem out of one cubit, which they placed 
in the corners, and made them equally fine with the other. 
Now every one of the pillars had rings of gold affixed to their 
fronts outward, as if they had taken root in the pillars, and 
ftood one row over againft another round about, through which 
were inferted bars girt over with gold, each of them five cubits 
long, and thefe bound together the pillars, the head of one 
bar running into another, atter the nature of one tenon infert- 
ed into another. But for the wall behind, there was but one 
row of bars and that went throughall the pillars, intowhich row 
ran the ends of the bars on each fide of the longer walls, the 
male with its female being fo faftened in their joints, that they 
heldthe whole firmly together ; and for this reafon was all this 
Joincd fo faft together, that the tabernacle might not be fhaken, 
cither by the winds, or by any other means, but that it might 
pre.erve itfelf quiet and immoveable continually. 

4. As for the in“de, Mofes parted its length into three pan. 
titions. At the diftance of ten cubits from the moft fecret end 
Mofes placed four pillars, whofe workmanship was the very 
fame with that of the reff; and they flood upon the like bafes 
with them, each afmall matter diftant from his fellow. Now 
the room within thofe pillars was the Ma/t Holy place; but the 
refl of the room was the Tabernacle, which was open tor the 
priefts. However, this proportion of tle meafures of the tab- 
ernacle proved to be an imitation of the fy {tem of the world ; 
for that third part thereof which was within the four pillars, to 
which the priefls were not admitted, is, as it were, an heaven, 
peculiar to God. But the fpace of the twenty cubits, ts. as it 
were, fea and land, on which mernlive, and fo this part is pe- 
culiar to the priefts only. But at the front, where the entrance 
was made, they placed pillars of gold, that ftood on baies of 
brafs, in number feven ; but then they fpread cver the taber- 
nacle vails of fine linen, and purple, and biue, and fcarlet 
colours, embroidered. The firft vail was ten cubits every 
way, and this they fpread over the pillars which parted the 
temple, and kept the moft holy place concealed within ; and 
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this vail was that which made this part not vifible toany. Now 
the whole temple was called The Holy place; but that’ part 
wh:ch was within the four pillars, and to which none were ad- 
mitted, was called The Holy of Holes. This vail was very 
@rnamental and embroidered with all forts of flowers which the 
earth produces ; and there was interwoven into it all forts of 
variety that might be an ornament, excepting the forms of 
animals, Another vail there was which covered the five pil- 
lars that were at the entrance ; it was like the former in its 
magnitude, and texture, and colour; and at the corner of eve- 
ry pillar a ring retained it from the top downwards half the 
depth of the pillars. the other half affording an entrance for the 
priefts, who crept under it. Over this there was a vail of lin- 
en, of the fame largenefs with the former; it was to be drawn 
this way or that way by cords, whofe rings fixed to the texture 
of the vail, and to the cords alfo, were {ubfervient to the draw- 
ang and undrawing of the vail, and to the faftening it at the 
corner, that then it might be no hindrance te the view of the 
fanétuary, efpecially on folemn days; but that on other days, 
and efpecially when the weather was inclined to fnow, it 
might be expanded and afford a covering to the vail of divers 
colours. Whence that cuftom of ours 15 derived of having a 
fine linen vail after the temple has been built to be drawn o- 
ver the entrances. Butthe ten other curtains were four cubits 


in breadth, and twenty eight in length, and had golden clafps, - - 


in order to join the one curtain to the other, which was done 
fo exattly ‘that they feemed to be one en‘ire curtain ; thefe 
were ipread over the temple, and covered all the top and parts . 
of the walls, onthe fides and behind fo far as within one cubit 
of the ground, There were other curtains of the fame breadth 
with thefe, but one more in number, and longer, for they 
were thirty cubits long, but {πεῖς were woven of hair, with 
the like fubtilty as thole of wool were made, and were extend- 
ed loofely downto the ground, appearing like a tnangular 
front and elevation at the gates; the cleventh curtain being uf- 
ed for this very purpole. There were alfootier curtains made 
οἱ {kins abovethcf{e, which afforded covering and protection 
to thofe that were woven, bothin hot weather ana when it 
rained. And great was the furprife of thofe who viewed thefe 
curtains at a diftance, tor they feemed not zt all to differ from 
the colour of the {ky. But thofe that were made of hair, and 
of fkins, reached down in the fame manner as did the vail at 
the gates, and kept off the heat of the fun, and what uyury the 
rains mightdo, And alter this manner was the tabernacle 
reared. 

5. There was alfe an ark made, facred to God, of woud, that 
was naturally flrong, and could not be corrupted. This was 
called Evoa,in ourown Janguage. Its conftruztion was thus, 
Its length was five {fpans, but its breadth and height was each 
οἱ them three fpans! It was covered all over with gold, both 
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within and without, fo that the wooden part was not feen. It 
had alfo a cover united to it, by golden hinges, after a won- 
derful manner ; which cover was every way evenly fitted to 
at, and had no eminences to hinder its exaét conjunétion, 
There were -alfo two golden rings belonging te each of the 
longer boards, and paffing through the entire wood, and thro’ 
them gilt bars paffed along each board, that it might thereby 
be moved and carried about, as occafion fhould require ; for 
* it was not drawn ina cart by beafts of burden, but borne on 
the fhoulders of the priefts. Upon this its cover were two 
images, which the Hebrews call Cherubcms ; they are flying 
creatures, but their form is not like to that of ary of the crea- 
tures which men. have feen, though Mofes faid he had feen 
fuch beings near the throne of God. In this ark he put the 
two tables whereon the ten commandments were written, five 
upon each table, and two and an half upon each fide of them ; 
and this ark he placed in the moft holy place. 

6. But inthe holy place he placeda table, like thofe at: Del- 
phig. Its length was two cubits, and its breadth one cubit, 
and its height three [pans. It had feet alfo, the lower half of 
which were complete feet, refembling thofe which the Duri- 
ans put to their bed-{fleads, but the upper parts towards the ta- 
ble were wrought intoa f{quare form. The table had an hol- 
low towards every fide, having a ledge of four finger’s depth, 
that went round about like a fpiral, both on the upper and 
lower part ot the body of the work. Upon every onc of the 
fect was there alfo inferted a ring, not far from the cover, 
through which went bars of wood beneath, but gilded, to be 
-taken out upon occafion, there being a cavity where it was 
joined to the rings ; for they were not entire rings, but before 
they came quite round they ended in acute points, the one of 
which was inferted into the prominent part of the table, and 
the other into the foot; and by thefe it was carried when they 
journeyed. Upon this table, which was placed on the north 
fide of the temple, not far from the moft holy place, were 
laid twelve unleavened loaves of bread, fix upon each heap, 
one above another ; they were made of two tenth deals of the 
purett flour, which tenth deal { an homer’ is a meafure of the 

ebrews, contai.ing feven Athenian coty/@; and above thofe 
loaves were put two vials full of trankincenfe. Now after fe- 
ven days other loaves were brought in their ftead, on the da 
whichis by us called the Sabbath ; for we call the fevent 
day the ‘fabbath, But for the occasion of this invention of 
placing loaves here we will ipeak to it in another place. 

4. Over againtt this table, near the fouthern wail, was fet a 
candleftick ot caft gold, hollow within, being ot the weight of 
one hundred pound, which the Hebrews call‘crnchares ; if it 
be turned into the Greek language, denotes a talent. It was 
made with its knops, and lilies, and pomegranates, and bowls, 
(which ornaments amounted’ to feventy in all); by whick 
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means the fhaft elevated itfelf on high from ἃ fingle bafe, and 
{pread {61 into as many branches as there are Tanets, inclu- 
ding the fun among them. It terminated in (even heads, in 
one row, all ftanding parallel to one another; and thefle 
branches carried feven lamps, one by one, in imitation of the 
number of the planets ; thefe lamps louked to the eaft and to 
the fouth, the candleitick being fituate obliquely. ; 

8. Now between this candleltick and the table, which, as. 
we faid, were within the fan@uary, was the altar of incenfe; 
made of wood indeed, but of the fame wood of which the fore- — 

oing veffels were made, fuch as was rot liable to corruption. 

t was entirely crufted over with a golden plate. Its breadth 
on each fide was ἃ cubit, but the altitude double. Upon it 
was a grate of gold, that was extant above the altar, which had 
a golden crown encompaffed it round about, whereto belong- 
ed rings and bars, by which the priclts carried it when they 
journeyed. Before this tabernacle there was reared a brazen 
altar, but it was within m: de of wood, five cubits by medfure 
on each fide, but its height was but three, in like manner ador- 
ned with brafs plates as bright as gold. It had alfoa brazen 
hearth of net work for the ground underneath received the fire 
from the hearth, becaufe it had no bafis to receive it. Hard by 
this altar lay the bafons, and the vials, and the cenfers, and the 
caldrons, made of gold. But the other veffels, made for the 
ufe οἱ the facrifices, were all of brafs. And fuch was the con- 
ftru€tion of the tabernacle ; and thefe were the veffels thereto 
belonging. 


CHAP. VII. 


Which were the governments of the Priefts, and of the High 
Prieh. Concerning the priflhood of Aaron, with the man- 
ner of the purifications and facrifices ; as alfo coneerning the 
Seftivals, and how each day was then difpofed of, with other 


aus, 


ᾷ τ. "THERE were peculiar garments appointed for the 
priefts, and for all the reft, which they call Cakanaw, 
{ prieftly } garments, as alfo for the high pricfts, which they 
call Cahanae Rabba, and denote the high prieft’s garments. 
Such was theretore the hahit of the τοῦ. But when the prieft 
approaches the facrifices, he purifies himfelf with the purifica- 
tion whichthe law prefcribes ; and, in the firft place, he puts 
on that which is called Machanafe, which means fomewhat 
that.is faft tied. It is a girdle compofed ot fine twined linen, 
and is put about the privy parts, the feet being to be inferted 
into them in the nature οἵ brecches, but above halt of it is cut 
eff, and it ends at the thighs, and is there tied faft. | 
2. Over this he woze a linen veftment, made of fine flax 
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doubled ; it is called Chethone, and denotes linen, for we call 
linen by the name οἱ Chethone. This veftment reaches down 
to the feet. and fits clofe to the body ; and has fleeves that are 
tied faftto the arms. It is girded to the breaft a little above 
the elbows, by a girdle often going round, tour fingers broad, 
but fo loofely woven, that you would think it were the fkin 
οἱ aferpent. It is embroidered with flowers of fcarlet, and 
purple, and blue, and fine twined linen, but the warp was no- 
thing but fine linen. The beginning of its circumvolution is 
at the hreaft and when it has gone often round, itis there ti- 
ed, and hangs loofcly there down tothe ankles ; I mean. this, 
all the tame the prieft is not about any laborious fervice for 
inthis pofition it appears in the moft agreeable manner to the 
fpeftators ; but when he is obliged to affift at the offering fa- 
crifices, and to do the appointed fervice, that he may not be 
hindered in his operations by its motion, he throws it to the 
left, and bears it on his fhoulder. Mofes indeed calls this belt 
Abaneth ; but we have learned from the Babylonians to cail it 
Emia, for ἴο it is by them‘called. This veftment has nq loofe 
or hollow parts any where in it, but only a narrow aperture ae 
. bout the neck; and it is tied with certain ftrings hanging down 
from the edge over the breait and back, and 1s faftened above 
each fhoulder ; it is called Maffabazanes. 

3. Upon his head he wears a cap, not brought to a conic 


form, nor incircling the whole head. but ftill covering more. 


than the half of it, which is dalled Me/naemphthes. And its 
make is such that it feems to be a crown, being made of thick 
{wathes, but the contexture is of linen ; and itis doubled round 
many times, and fewed together ; befides which a piece of 


fine linen covers the wholé cap trom the upper art, and reach. " 


es down to the forehead, and the feams of the {wathes, which 
would otherwife appear indecently ; this adheres clofely up- 
on the folid part of the head, and is thereto fo firmly fixed, 
that it may not fall off during the facred fervice about the fa- 
crifices. So we have now fhewed you what is the habit of the 
generality of the priefts. 

4. The high priefts indeed is adorned with the fame garments 
that we have defcribed, without abating one, only over thefe 
he puts on a veftment of ablue colour. This allo is a long 
robe reaching to his ft; in our language it is called Meer, 
and is tied round with a girdle, embroidered with the fame 
colours and flowers asthe former, with a mixture of gold in- 
terwoven. Tothe bottum of w''ch garment are hug tringes, 
in colour like pomegranates, with golden * bells by a beauti- 
ful contrivance ; fo that between two bells hangs a pomegra- 
nate, and between two pomegranates a bell. Now this veiture 


* The ufe of thefe golden bells atthe bottom of the high prieft’s long garment, 
feems to me to have been this, that by thaking his garment at the time of his cffer- 
ing incenfe in the i mp'e, un the great day of expiation, or at other proper pers 
eds of his facred miniftrations there, on the great feftivals, the people might have 
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‘was not compofed.of to pieces, nor was it fewed together 
upon the fhoulders and the fides, but it was one long vefltment 
fo woven as to have an aperture for the neck; not an oblique 
one, but parted all along the breaft and the back. A border 
alfo was fewed to it, left the aperture fhould look too inde- 
cently. It was alfo parted, where the hand> were to come 
out. 
5. Befides thefe the high prieft®put ona third garment, 
swhich was called the Ephod, which refembles the Epomis of 
the Greeks. Its make was attcr this manner, It was woven 
to the depth of a cubit, of fevera! colour , with gold intermix- 
ed, and embroidered, but it left the middle of the breaft unco- . 
vered ; it was made with flceves alfo; nor did‘ it appear to be 
at all differently made trom a jthort coat. But in the void 
place of this garment there was inferted a ptece of the bignefs 
of a {pan, embroidered with gold, and the other colours of the 
ephod: and is called Effen [the breaft plate} which in the Greek 
language fignifies the Oracle. This piece exaétly filled up the 
void fpace in the ephod. It1- united to it by golden rings at 
every corner, th¢ like rings being annexed tothe ephod, and 
a blue ribband was made ufe of to tie them together by thofe 
rings ; and that the rpace between the rings might not appear 
empty, they contrivedto fillit up with flitches of blue rib- 
bands. There were alfo two fardonyxes upon the ephod, at 
the fhoulders, to faften itin the nature of buttons, having 
each end running to the fardonvxes of gold, that they might 
be buttoned by them. On thcle were engraven the names of 
the fons of Jacob tn our own country le:ters and our: wn’ 
tongue, fix on each fide of the ftones, on either fide ; and the 
elder fon’s names were on the right fhoulder. Twelve ftones 
alfo there were upon the breaft-plate, extraordinary in large. . 
nefsand beauty ; and they were an ornament not to be pur- 
chafed by men, becaufe of their immenfe value. Thefe ftones 
however ftood inthreerows, by four in a row, and were in- 
ferted into the breaft-plate itfelf, and they were fet in ouches 
οἱ gold, that were themfelves inferted in the breaft-plate, and 
were fo made that they might not fallout. Now the firft three 
flones were a fardony x, a topaz and an emerald. The fecond 
row contained a carbuncle, a jalperand a fapphire. The τ} 
οὗ the third row wasa li.ure, then an amethift and the third’ an 
agate, being the ninth of the whole number. The frft of the 
fourth row was a chryfolite, the next was an onyx, and then 


notice of it, and mizht fall to their own prayers at the time of incerfe. or other 
proper periods ; and {> the whoie congresstion might at once offer thofe com- 
mon prayers jointly with the hizh prieft hintelf to the Almaty See Luc.i 10. 
Apoc. viii. 3.4 Nor probably is the father of Sirach to be othecwile underflood 
when he γε of Aaron, the firft high prieit, Ecciul. xlv.g. dnd God encomraicd 
Aaren with pomezranates and with many golden beils round abiut, Mat as ke went 
there mht δὲ a found, and a norfe made, that mizt be heard in the berple, fur a mea 
mortal ro the children of his people. ; 
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a beryl, which was the laft of all. Now the names of all thofe 
fons of Jacob were engraven in thefe ftones, whom we efteem 
the heads of our tribes, each ftone. having the honour of a 
name, in the orderaccording to which they were born. And 
whereas the rings were too weak of themfelves to bear the 
weight of the ftones, they made two other rings of a larger fize 
at the edge of that part of the hreaft-plate, which reached to 
the neck, and inverted @to the very texture of the breatt- 
plate, to receive chains finely. wrought, which conneéted them 
with golden bands to the tops of the fhouldérs, whofe extrem- 
ity turned backwards and went into the 1ing, onthe promi- 
nent back part of the ephod ; and this wa for the fecurity of 
the breaft-plate, that it might not fall out of its place. There 
wis alfoa girdle fewed to the breaft-plate, which, was of the 
forementioned colours with gold intermixed, which when it. 
had gone once round, was tied again upon the feam and hung 
down. “There were alfu golden loops that admitted its fringes 
at cachextremity of the girdle antlincluded them entirely. 

6. The high prieft’s mitre was the fame that we defcyibed 


_ before, and was wrought like that ot all the other priefts ; a- 


bove which there was another, with fwathes of blue embroid- 
ered, and round it was a golden crown polithed ot three rows 
one above another ; out of which arofe a cup of gold, which 
refembled the herb which we call faccharus, but thofe Greeks 
that are fkilfulin botany call it Ayofeyamus. Now left any one 
that has feen this herb, but has not been taught its naine, and is 
unacquainted with its nature, or having known its name, 
knows not the herb when he fees it, I fhall give fuch a defcrip- 
tion of it. This herb is oftentimes in tallnels above three {pans, 
but its root is like that of a turnip (for he that fhould compare 
it thereto would not be miftaken) but its leaves are like to the 
leaves of mint. Out ot its branches it fends outa calyx cleav- 
ing to the branch, and a coat encompaffes it, which it natur- 
ally puts .off when it is changing, in order to produce its fruit. 

“his calyx is of the bignefs of the bone of the little finger, but 
in the compafs of its aperture is like a cup. This I will far- 
ther deferihe tor the ule of thofe that are unacquainted with it, 
Suppole a{phere be divided into two parts, round at the bot- 
tom, but having another fegment that grows up to a circum- 
fer nce from that bottom ; fuppofe it become narrower by de- 
grees and that the cavity of that part grow decently fmaller, 
and then, gradually grow wider again at the hrim, fuch as we 
fee in the navel of- a pomegranafe with its notthes. And in- ° 
deed fuch a coat grows over this plant as renders it an hemif- 
phere, and that as one may fay, turned accurately in a lath, 
and having its notches extant above it, which as I faid, grow 
likea pomegranate, only that they are fharp, and end in no- 
thing but prickles. Now the fruit is preferved by this coat of 
the calyx, which fruit is like the feed of the herb Aderztzs - It 
fends out a Hower that may [eem to refembie that of poppy. 
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Of this was a crown made, as faras from the hinder part of 
the head to each of the temples; but this ephzelis, for fo this 
calyx may be called, did not cover the forehead, but it was 
covered with ἃ * golden plate. which had infcrined upon it the 
name of God in facred charatters. And {uch were the orna- 
ments of the high prieft. 

7. Now here one may wonder at the ill-will which men bear 
to us, and which they profefs to be on ac: ount of our defpif- 
ing thatdetty which they pretend to honour; for tf anyone 
do but confider the fabric of the tabernacle, and take a view of 
the garments of the high prieft, and of thefe velicls which we ‘ 
make ufe of in our facred miniftration, he will End that our Ie- 
pillator wus a divine maa, and that we are unjufily reproached 

y others ; for it any one do without prejudice, and with 
judgment look upon thefe things, he will find they were every 
one made in way of“imitation and reprefentation of the unt- 
verfe. When Mofes diftinguifhed the tabernacle into + three 
parts, and allowed two of them tothe priefls as a place accef- 
fible and common, he denoted the Jand and the ‘ea, theie be- 
ing of general accels to all; but he fet apart the third divifion 
for God, becaufe heaven is inacceflible to men. And when 
hegeapgred twelve loaves co he fet ona table, he denoted the 
year, aMdiftinguithed into Ὁ many months. By branching 
out the candleftick info feventy parts, he fecretly intimated the 
Decant. or feventy divifions ot the planets : anc as to the fev- 
en lamps upon the candlefticks, they referred tothe courfe of 
the planets, ot whichthatis the number. The vails too which 
were compofed of four things, they declared the four ele- 
ments ; for the plain linen was proper to fignily the earth, bé- 
caufe the flax grows οὐκ οἱ the earth. The purple — gnitied 
the fea, becaufe that colour 1s dyed by the blood of a fea fhell 
fifh. The blue is fit,to fignify the air ; andthe fcarlet will na- 
tura!ly bean indication of fire. Now the veftment ot the high 
prieft being made of linen fignihed the earth; the blue deflot- 
ed the fky, being Jike lightning in 1ts pomegranates, and inthe 
noife ot the bells relembling thunder. And tor the ephod, it 
fhewed that God had made the univerle of tour | elements | ; 
and as for the gold interwoven, I fuppofe it related to the {plen- 
dour by which all things are enlightencd. He alfo appointed 
the breaft plate to be placed in the middle of the ephod, to re- 


* The reader ought tn take notice here, that the very Mofaic fefalon, or pollen 
plate, for the forehead of the Jewilh high prett was ittelf preterved. not oniy tll 
the days of Jofephus, but of Origen ; and that its inteription, Huvn-/s to the Lord, 
was in the Samaritan charaéters.—See Antiq B. Ψ ΠῚ. ch ii § ὃ. Effay en the 
Old Teft. p. 154. and Refand, De Spel Pempli. p 132. 

+ When Jofephus, both here and chap vi. 4 4 fuppofes the tabernacle to have 
been parted into three parts, he feems to,efecm the -lare entrance to be a trird di- 
wition diftinG from the holy and the moft holy placve., and this the rather, becaufe 
in the temple afterward there was ἃ reak diftinet third part, which was called the 
Porch, otherwile Jotephus would contradict ! is own deicriptionof the takernacie, 
which gives us a particular account of no τοῦτα than (wo parts. 


132 ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. [Book IIL, 


femble the earth, for that has the very middle place of the 
world. And the girdle which encompaifed the gh prieft 
round, fi,:nified the ocean, fur that goes round about and in- 
cludes the univerfe. Each of the fardony xes deciares to us the 
fun and the moon, thofe I mean, that were in the nature of but- 
tons on the high prieft’s thoulders. And for the twelve flunes, 
whether we .underfland by therm ‘the months, or «hether we 
underitand the like number of the figns of that circle which 
the Greeks call the Zodiac, we thal] not be niftaken in their 
meaning. And tor the mitre, which was of a blue colour, it 
fecms to meto mean heaven; tor how otherwile could the 
name of God besinfcribed upon it ? That it was alfo illu ftrat- 
ed with a crown, and that of gold alio, is becaule of that fplen- 
dour with which God is pleaicd. Let this * explication fut- 
fice at piefent, fince the courfe of my narration will ofien, 
and at inany occafions aflord me the opportunity of enlarging 
on the virtue of our legillator. ὍΝ 


CHAP. WIN. 
Of the Prieflhgod of Aaron. 


Φ 

4 Σ. \ ] HEN what has been defcribed was brought to a 
conclufion, gitts not being vet prefented, God ap- 

peared to Mofes, and enjained him to beftow the high prieft- 
‘kood upon Aaron his brother, as upon him that beil of them 
all deferved to obtain that honour, on account of his vitue. 

And when he had gathered the multitude together, he gave 
them an acceunt ot Azron’s virtue, and of his good-will to 
them, and of the dangers he had undergone tor their fakes. 
. Upon which, when they had given teftimony to himin all re- 
‘dpetts, and fhewed their readinefs to receive him, Mofes faid 

to them, “O you Hraelites, this work 15 already brought toa 
“ conclufion, in a manner moft acveptuble to God, and accerd- 


* This explication of the myftical meaning of the Jewith tabernacle and its νεΐς 
fels, withthe garments of the high prictt, istaken out of Philo, and fitted to Gen- 
tile philafephical notions.  ‘h.s may pollibly be forgiven ia Jews, greatly veried 
ia hectheu learning aud philafophy, as Philo had ever been, and as Jof-phus had 
Jong be n when he wrote thefe Antiquities. In the mean time, it is not to be 
deubted, but iatheir education they muft have both ‘earned more Jewith inter- 
pret. tions, duch as we meet with inthe epiltle of B. mubas, in that to the Hebrews, 
anc cHewhere among the old Jews. Accordingly when Jolephus wrote his books 
of the Jewith wer. for the ule of the Jews, at which time he was comparatively 
youns, and Tels uled to Gentile Books, we find one fecimen cf fuch a [εν τῆν in- 
terpret.tion; for there (B. VIT. ch. v. tec. 5. vol. LIT.) he makes the feven branch. 
es of the temp’e candlcftick, with their ievcral lamps, an embiem of the seven days 
of cretion and τοῖς, which are here en slems of the feven planets. Nor cere 
tainly ought ancicut Jewish emclem: to be explained any otherwiie than according 
to ancient Jewish, and not Gentile auctions, δὲς Of the War, B. 1. ch. xxxiii. fee. 
a. vol. III, 
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** ing to our abilities. And now fince you fee that he is re- 
“ ceived into this tabernacle, we fhall firft of all ftand in need 
οἵ one that may officiate for us, and may minifter to the 
faciifices, and tothe prayers that are to be put up for us. 
And indeed had the enquiry after fuch a perfon been left to 
ic, 1 fhould have thought myfelf worthy of this honour, 
both becaufe all men are naturally tond of themfelves, and 
becaufe 1 am confcious to my felt, that 1 have taken a great 
deal of pains for your deliverance. But now God himfelf 
' has determined that Aaron 1s worthy of this honour, and has 
chofen him for his prieft, as knowing him to be. the moft 
nguteous periom among you; fo that he is to put on the 
veftments which are . onfecrated to God ; he is to have the 
care of the altars, and to make provifion for the facrifices ; 
and he it is that mult put up prayers for you to God, who 
will readily hear them, not only becaufe he is hinfelt-folt- 
citous for your nation but alfo becaufe he will receive them 
** as offered by one that he hath himnfell chofen to this office.’’* 
The Hebrews were pleafed with what was faid, and they gave 
their approbation to him whom God had ordained ; for Aaron 
was of them all the moft deferving of this honour, on account 
ot his own ftock, and gift of prophecy, and his brother’s vir- 
tue. He had at that time fou: fons, Nadab, Abihu, Eleazer, 
and Ithamar. 7 
2. Now Moles commanded them to make ufe of all the uten- 
fils which were more than were neceffary to the ftrutture of 
the tabernacle, for covering the tabernacle itfelf, the candle- 
flick and altar of incenfe, and the other veffels, that they 
might not be αἵ Α΄} hurt whenthey journcycd, eitherby the rain, 
or by the rifing of the duff. And when he had. gathered the 
multitude together again, he ordained that they fbould offer 
half 2 {hekel ior every man, as an oblation to God ; which 
thekel is a piece among the Hebrews, and is equal to t+ four 
Athenian drachme. Whereupon they reddily obcyed what 
Mofes had commanded ; and the number of the oflerers was 
fix hundred and five thoufand five hundred and fitty. Now 
this money that was brought by the men that were hee, was 


* It is well worth our obfervation, that the two principal quatifications requir- 
ed in this fe€tion, for the conftitution of the firft high pricft. viz that he should 
have an excellent charzéter, for virtuous and good udions; as alfo that he should 
have the apprvbation of the peyple, are here noted by J -fephus, even where the. 
nontination belonged to God himilf, which are the very {ame qualifieations which 
the Chriflian religion requires in the choice of Chriflian bishops, priefts zad dean 
cons, as the ap: ftoli-al conftitutions inform us, B. 11 chap it. 

+ This weight aid value of the Jewish sheckel, in the days of Jol phus, equal to 
about 2/15 sterling, is ty the learned Jews owned to be one-fifth larger than were 
their old sheckels ; which determination agrees perfeQly with the remaining sheck- 
els that have Samaritan infcriptions, coimed generally by Sinem the Maccabee, a- 
bout 230 ve.rs beture Jolephus published his Antiquities, which never weigh more 
than 2/4 helf penny, and commonly but 2/4 farthing See Reland De Νυσι 
Samiaritanorum, Ὁ. 168, 
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given by fuchas were abovetwenty years old, but undcr fifty $ 
and what was collected was {pent in the ufes of the tabernacle. 

4. Mofes now purified the taernacie, and the priefts ; wmch 
purification was performed alter the following manner. He 
commanded them to take five hundred {hekels.o! choice myrrh, 
an equal quantity of caffia, and half the foregoing weight of 
cinnamon, and calamus, (this laft is a fort οἱ fweet fpice) to 
beat them {mall, and wet them with an hin of oil of olives, (an 
hin is our own country meafure, and contains two Athenian 
choas, or conguifés) then mix them together, and boil them, 
and prepare them after the art of the apothecary. and make 
them into a very fweet ointment ; and afterward to take it to 
anoint and purify the priefts themfelves, and all the taberna- 
cle, as alfo the facrifices. There were ἃ] Ὁ many, and thofe 
of various kinds of fweet fpices, that belonged to the taberna- 
cle, and fuch as were of very great price, and were brought 
to the golden altar of incenfe ; whole nature I do not now def- 
cribe, left it fhould be troublefome to my readers.. Bur * in- 
cenfe was to be offered twice aday, both before fun-rifing 
and at fun-fetting. They were alfo to keep oil alrcady puri- 
fied forthe lamps t ; three of wh.ch were to give light all day 
long, upon the :acred candleftick. before God, and tbe reft 
were to be lighted at the evening. 

4. Now all was finifhed, Be‘aleel and Aholiah appeared to 

‘be the moft fkilfu] of the workmen; for they invented finer 
_ works than what others had done before them, and were of 
gieat abilities to gain nonions of what they were formerly ig- 
norant of ; and of thefe Befaleel was judged to be the belt. 
Now the whole time they were about this work was the inter- 
val of -feven months; and after this it was that was ended the 
firit year fince their departure out of Egypt. But at the be- 

inning of the jecond year on the month Xanthicus, as the 
Macedonians call it buton the month Niian, as the Hebrews 
calj it,.on the new moon they confecrated the tabernacle, and 
all its veffels, which I have already defcribed. 

5. Now God {]-ewed himfelf pleafed with the work, of the 
Hebrews and did not permit their labours to be in vain; nor 
did he difdain to make ufe of what they had made, but he came 
and fojourned with them, and pitched his tabernacle in the ho- 
ly houfe. And inthe tollowing manner did he come to it ; 
the fky was clear, but there was ἃ mift over the tabernacle only, 
encompaffing it butnot with fuch a very deep and thick cloud 
as is feen in the winter feafon, nor yet in fo thin an one as men 


* The incenfe was here offered, according to Jofephus’s,opinion, before funrif 
ing, and atiun-fetticw. But in the days of Pompey, according to the fame Jole 
phus, the facrifices were oftered in the morning, and at the ninth hour. Antiq. 
B. XIV. ch iv. ἔ 4 vol 11. 
ον t Hence we may correét the opinions of the modern Rabbins, who fay, that 
onty one of the feven lamps burned in the day-time, whereas our Jofephus, an eve 
witicls, fays they were (Arce. 
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tnight be able to difcern any thing through it but From it there 
dropped a {weet dew, and fuch as fhewed the prefence of God 
to thofe that defired and believed it. 

6. Now when Mofes had beflowed fuch honourary prefents 
on the workmen, as it was fit they fhould receive, whe had 
‘wrought fo well, he offered facrifices in the open court of the 
tabernacle, as God commanded him a bull, ardm, anda kid 
of the goats fora fin-offering. Now I thall peak of what we 
do in our facred οὐ ces in my difcourfe about facrifices ; and 
therein fhall inform men in what cafes Mofes bid us offer a 
whole burnt offering and tn what cafes the law permits us to 
partake of them as of food. And when Mofes had {prinkled 
Aaron’s veftments himfelt, and his fons with the blood of the’ 
beafts that were flain, and had purified them with {pring wa- 
ters and ointment hey became God’s priefts. After this 
manner did he confecrate them and their garments for feven 
days together. The fame he did to the tabernacle, and the 
veffels thereto belonging, both with on! firft incenfed, as I 
faid, and with the blood of bulls, and of rams flain day by 
day one according to its kind. But on the eighth day he ap- 
pointed a feaft for the people, and commanded them to offer 
facrifice according to their ability. Accordingly they con- 
tended one with another, and were ambitious to exceed each 
other in the facrifices which they brought, and fo fulfilled 
Moles’ injunctions. Butas the facrifices lay upon the altar, a 
fudden fire was kindled from among them of its own accord, 
and appeared to the fight like fire trom 2 flafh οἱ lightning, 
and confumed whatfoever was upo : the altar. 

97. Hereupon an afflittion betel Aaron, confidered as a man 
and a father, but was undergone by him with true fortitude; 
for he had indeed a firmnels of foul in {uch accidents and he 
thought this calamity came upon him according to God’s will. 
For whereas he had four fons, as I faid belore. the two elder of 
them Nadab and Abihu, did not’ bring thofe facrifices which 
Mofes bad them bring, but which they ufed to offer formerly, 
and were burnt to death. Now when the fire rufhed upor 
them and began to burn them, no body could quench it. 
Accordingly they died in this manner. And Mofes bid their 
father, and their brethren, to take up their bodies to carry them _ 
out of the camp, and to bury them magnificently. Now the 
multitude lamented them, and were deeply affeéted at this 
their death, which fo unexpectedly befel them. But Mofes 
intreated their brethren and their father, not to be troubled for 
them, and to prefer the honour of God, before their grief 
about them ; for Aaron had already put on his facred garments. 

8. But Mofes refufed ail that honour which he faw the mul- 
titude ready to beftow upon him, and attended to nothing elfe 
but the fervice of God. He wentno more up to mount Sina! ; 
but he went into the tabernacle. and brought back anfwers 
from God to what he prayed for. His habit was allo that of a 
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private man ; and ἀπ all other circumftances he behaved him- 
elf like one of tlie common people, and was defirous to appear 
without diftingwthing himfelt from the multitude but would 
have it known that he did nothing elfe but take care of them. 
He alfo fet down in writing the form of their government, and 
thofe laws, hy obedience whereto they would lead their lives 
fo as to pleafe God, and fo as to have no quarrels one amon 
another. However the lews he ordained were fuch as God 
fuggefied tohim. So I fhall now difcourfe concerning that 


form of government, and thofe laws. . 

9. I will now treat of what I before omitted, the garment of 
the high prieft. For he [Mofes| left no room for the evil 
praftices of [falfe} prophets ; but if fome of that fort fhould 
attempt to abule the divine authority, he * lett it to God to be 
prefent at his facrifices when he pleafed and when he pleafed 
to be abfent. And he was willing this fhould be known, net 
to the Hebrews only but to thofe foreigners alfo who were 
there. For as to thofe flones, t which we told you before, 


* Of this ftrange expression, that Mofec /+ft tt to Gord to be prefent at his facrifives 
when he pleafed, and when he pleafes to be a:feni, {ee the note on B. IL. againft Ap 
ign, § 16. vol. 11]. 

+ Thefe anfwers by thearacle of Uvia and Thuimmim, which words fignify 

light and perfeGion, οὐ as the feptuagint render them. rez.t/atvon and truth, and de- 
note nothing further, that [ fee, but the shining ftones thenMelves, which were ufed 
inthis method of t//r-xination, in revealing the will of God, after a pe: fe? and true 
manner, to his people Israel I fay, thefe an{wers were not miade by the shining of 
the precious ftones, after an auk ward manner. in the high-prieft’s cree ft plate, as che 
modern Rabbins vainly fuppofe ; for certainly the shining ot the ones might pre- 
cede or accompany the oracle without itlelf delivering that oracle. (fee Autiq. B. 
VIL. chap. vi. § 4), but rather Ly an audible voice from the mercy {eat between the 
cherubims. See Prideaui's Connedt. at the γε Ὑ 534. This oracle had bee filent, 
as Jofephus here informs us, two hundred years before he wrote his antiquities, or 
ever ‘ince the days of the laft ;ood high prieft of the family of the Maccabees, 
pobn Hyrcanus. Now it is here very well worth our obfervation, that the oracle 
efore us was thet by which God appeared to be prefent with, and gave dire&ions 
to his people Hreel as their king, all th: while they fubmitted to him in that ca- 
pacity ; and did not fet over them luch independent kings as governed atcording 
to their own wills and political maxims, inftead of divine directions. Accordingly 
we meet with this oracle (befides angelic and prophetic admo: jtions}, all along 
from the days of Mofes and Joshua to the anointing of Saul, the firft of the fuecef- 
fon of kings, Numb, xxvii. σι. Josh. vi. 6. ἄς xix 50. πιάνο i. 1. xvii 4, 5. 6, 
BO, 31. Xx. 18. 22 2%. 27, 18. xen a, Sc. 1 Sami. 17, 18. Π|ν fer fot. iv. per 
tot. nay till Saul's reject on of the divine commands in the war with Amalek, when 
he took upon him to at: as he thouzht fit, 1 San. xiv 3, 18, 19. 36. 37. then this 
oracle left Saul entirely. which indeed he had feldom confulted i fure, 1 Sam. xiv. 
35, 1 Chron. x. 14. xu. 4. Antig. ΔΨ ΤΠ. ch. iv. 8. 5.},, and accompanied Das 
vid, who was aneinte:! to Sicceed him, and woo confulted God by it trequentiy, 
and complied with its directions canttantly, 1 Sam. Xiv. 97. 41 Nv. 26 xxii. 135 
15. Xxili.g, 10. xx 7,8, 18. @ Sam. ii. 1. v.19. 23. xxi. 1. XxTL 14. 1 Chron, 
xiv. 10, 14. Antiq. B. VI. ch. xii. § 5. Saul indeed, long after his reie€tion by 
God, and whea God hae given him up to deftrm@inn for his dilobedience, did 
once afterwards e:deavour to confult God, when it was too late; but God would 
notthen aniwer hin, nether by Jycams, nor by Urim, nor by Prophets,* 1 Sam. 
xxvili. 6. Nordid any 4 [ David's succeffors the kings of yudah, that we know 
* of, confult God: by this orac'c, till the very Babylonish captivity itlelf, when 
thote kings were at anend, they taaing upoa them, I fuppofe, too much of def. 
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the high prieft bare on his fhoulders, which were fardonyxes 
(and f think it needlels to defcribe their nature, they bein 

known toevery body), the one of them fhined out when Go 

was prelent at their facrifices, I mean that which was in the 
nature of a button on his right fhoulder, bright rays darting 
out thence, and being feen even by thofe that were moft remote; 
which {plendor yet was not before natural to the ftone. This 
has appeared a wonderful thing to fuchas have not fe far in- 
duiged themfelves in philofophy, as to defpife Divine Revela- 
tron. Yet will I mention what is ftill more wonderful than 
this. For God declared before hand, by thofe twelve flones 
which the high prieft bare on his breaft, and which were in- 
ferted into hi#breaft-plate, when they fhould be viétorious in 
battle ; for fo great a {[plendor fhone forth from them before 
the army began to march, that all the people were fenfible 
of God’s being prefent for their affiftance. - Whence it came 


potic power and royalty. and too little owning the God of Ifrael for the fupreme 
king of LIrael, though a few of them con{ulted the prophets forretimes, and were 
anfwered by them. At the return of the two tribes, without the retutn of kingly 
government, the reftoration of this oracie was expected, Neh vii. 65 1 Itd.v. 
4X 1 Macc. iv. 46. xiv 41..And indeed it may feem to have been reftored for {ome 
time after the Babylonith captivity, at leaft in the days of that exceiient high: prieft 
Joho Hyrcanus, whom Jofephus efteemed asa king, a prief and a prophet + and 
who, he fays, foretold feveral things that came to pafs accordingly ; but about the 
time of his death, he here implies, that this oracle quite ceafed, and not before, 
The following high priefts now putting diadems ou their heads, and rulirg ac- 
cording to their own will, and ὃν their own authority, like the other kings of the 
Pagan countries about them ; fo that while the God of [irael was allowed to be 
the fupreme king of [fraei, and his dire€tions to be the'r authentic yuides, God 
gave them fuch direCtions as their fupreme king and governor ; and they were 
properly under a theocracy, by this oracle of Urim, but no longer ((ee Dr. Bere 
nard’s notes here) though I confefs 1 cannot but efteem the high prieft Jaddus’s di- 
vine dream, Antig. B. XI. chap. viii. § 4. and the high prieft Caiaphas's moft re- 
ynarkable prophecy, ἐν xi. 47-52. as two {mall remains or {pecimens of this 
ancient oracle, which properly belonged to the Jewifh high priefls. Nor perhaps 
ought we entirely to forget that emineat prophetic dream of eur Jofephus himlelf 
(one next to an high prieft, as of the family of the Afamoneans, or Maccabees) as to 
the fucceflion of Velpahan and Titus to the Roman empire, and that in the days of 
Nero, and before either Galbo, Otho or Vitellius were thought of to fucceed him. 
Of the War, B. 111. ch. viii. §. 7, vol. 111. This 1 think may well be looked on 
as the very laft inftance of any thing like the prophetic Urim among the Jewifh na- 
tron. and juft preceded thei- fatal defolation. But how it could possibly come 
to pais, that {uch great men as Sir John Marfham and Dr. Spenter, fhould imag. 
ine that this oracle of Urim and Thummim, witn other practices as old or alder 
than the law of Mofes, should have been ordamed iu inztation of lomewhat like 
them among the Egyptians, which we never hear of till the days of Diodorus Sicu- 
lus, Elian and Maimonides, or little earlier than the Chriltian era at the hizheft, 
is almoft unaccountable ; whilethe main bufmets of the law of Moles was evident. 
ly to preferve the Ifraelites from the idolatrous and {uperftitious pra&ices of the 
neighboring pagan nations ; and while it is fo undeniable, that the evidence forghe. 
great antiquity of Mofes’s law‘is incomparably beyond that for the hke or ‘greater 
antiquity of {uch cuftoms in Egyptor other nations, which indeed is generally 
nose at all, it is moft abfurd to derive any of Moles’s laws from the rmtution 
of thofe heathen praftices. Such hypothe’s demonftrate to us, bow far facia 
mation can prevail over evidence, in even fome of the moft learmed part of man- 
kind. ' 
Vor, I. S 


a 
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to pafs that thofe Greeks, who had a veneration for our laws, 
becaufe they could not pofhbly contradi& this called that 
breaft-plate the Oracle. Now this breaft-plate, and this fardo- 
ny x, left off fhining two hundred years before I compofed this 
book, God having been difpleafed at the tranfgreflion of his 
laws. Of which things we fhall further difcourfe on a fitter 
opportunity ; but I will now go on with my propofed narra- 
tion. 
. 10. The tabernacle being now confecrated, and a regular 
order being fettled for the pricfts, the multitude judged that 
God now welt among them, znd betook themfelves to facri- 
ficcs and praifes to God, as being now delivered.from all ex- 
ettation of evils, and as entertaining an hopefél profpeét of 
etter times hereafter. They offered alfo gilts to God, fome 
as common to the whole nation, and others as pecultar to them- 
felves, and thefe tribe by tribe ; for the Heads of the tribes 
combined together, two by two, and brought a waggon and a 
yoke of oxen. Thefe amounted to fix and they carried the 
tabernacle when they journeyed. Befides which, every head 
of a tribe brought a bowl. and a charger, and a fpoon, of ten 
darics, tull of incenfe. Now the charger and the bowl were 
of filver; and together they weighed two hundred fhekels, 
but the bow! coft no more than feventy fhekels ; and thefe 
were full of fine flour mingled with oil, fuch as they ufed on 
the altar about the facrifices. They brought alfo a young bul- 
lock, and a ram with ἃ lamb of a year old, for a whole burnt 
offering ; as alfo a goat tor the forgivenefs of fins. Every onc 
of the heads of the tribes brought alfo other facrifices, called 
peace offerings, for every day two bulls, and five rams. with 
ambs of a year old, and kids of the goats. Thefe heads of 
tribes were twelve days in facrificing, one facrificing every 
day. Now Mofes went no longer up to mount Sinai, but 
went into the tabernacle, and learned of God what they were 
todo, and what laws fhould be made ; which laws were pre- 
tcrable to what have been devifed by human underftanding, 
and proved to be firmly obferved for all time to come, as be- 
ing believed to be the gift of Gud, infomuch that the Hebrews 
did not tranfgrefs any of thofe laws, either as tempted in times - 
vf peace by luxury, or in times of war by diftrefs of affairs. 
But I fay no more here concerning them, becaufe I have re- 
felved to compole another work concerning our laws. 


ἔ 


CHAP. ΙΧ. 


The nature οὗ our offering Sacrifices. . 
4.x. J WILL now however make mention of a few of our 
laws which belong to purifications, and the like facred 
effices, fince I am accidentally come to this matter of faciifices. 
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Thefe facrifices. were of two forts; of thole forts one was of- 
fered for private perfons, and thé other tor the people in gen- 
eral; and they are done in two different ways. Inthe one 
cafe, what is {lain is burnt, as a whole burnt offering, whence 
that name is given to it; but the other is a thank offering, and. 
as defigned for feafting thofe that facriice. I will fpeak of 
the former. Suppole a private man offer a burnt offering, he 
miuft flay either a bull, ἃ famb, or a kid of the goats, and the 
two latter of the firft year, though of bulls he is permitted to 
facrifice thole of a greater age; but all burnt offerings are to 

_beofmales. When they are flain, the priefts {prinkle the 
blood round about the altar ; they then cleanfe the boaies, 
and divide them into parts, and falt them wih falt, and lay 
them upon the altar, while the pieces of wood are piled one 
upon another, and the fireis burning. They next cleanfe the 
feet ot the facrifices, and the inwards, in an accurate mamuer, 
and fo lay them to the reft to be purged by the fire, while the 
priefts receive the hides. hisis the way of offering a burnt- 
offering. 

2. But thofe that offer thank offerings, do indeed facrifice 
the fame creatures, but fuch as are unblenithed and above a 

ear old ; however they may take either males or females. 
They aifo {fprinkle the altar with their blood; but they lay 
upon the altar the kidneys, and the caul, and allthe fat, and the 
lobe of the liver, together with the rump of the lamb; then 
giving the breait, and the right fhoulder to the priefts, the of- 
ferers feaft upon the remainder of the flefh for two days; and 
what remains they burn. 

3. The facritices for fins are offered inthe fame manner, as 
as the thank offering. Butthofe who are unable to purchafe 
complete facrifices, offer two pigcons, or turtle doves; the 
one of which is mcde a burnt offering to God, the other they 
give as tood for the priefts. But we thall treat more accurate- 
Jy about the oblation of thefe creatures in our difcourfe con- 
cerning facrifices. But if a perfon fail into fin by ignorance, 
he offers an ewe Jamb, or female kid of the goats, of the fame 
age; and the priefts fprinkle the blood at the altar, not after 
the former manner, but at the corners of it. They alfo bring 
the kidneys and the reft of the fat, together with the lobe ot 
the liver,tothealtar, while the priefts bear away the hides, and 
the ilefh, and fpend it in the holy place* on the fame day ; 
for the Jaw does not permit them to leave of it uatil the morn- 


* What Reland well obferves here, ou: of Jofephis, as compar d with the law 
of Moles, Lev vii. 15 (that the eating of the tacriice the fame day it was oifered, 
fees to inean only Lefose the morning of the next, although the lztter part, i. ¢. the 
night, bein ftri€inets part of the aext duy, according to the Jewish recxoning) is 
greatly to be obierved upon other occalions alfo, The jewish. mexim, i: {ach ca- 
les, it feeins, is this, that the day gors before the night; and this appears to me to be 
the lang:#ze beth of the Old and New Teflament. Secalfo the nate on Antiq. Κ᾿ 
AV. ch. iv. féc. 4. and Reland’s note on B. IV. ch. viii. fec. 28. 
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ing. Butit any one fin, and is confcious of it himfelt, but 
hath nobody that can prove it upon him, he offers aram, the 
law enjoining hin fo to do ; the tleth ot whi: h the priefts eat, 
as betore, in the hcly piace, on the fame day. And if the ru- 
lers offer facritices for their fins, they bring the fame obla- 
tions that private men do; only they fo far differ, that they 
are to bring for facrifices a bull ora kid of the goats, both 
males. , 

4. Now the law requires, both in private and public facrtfi- 
ces, that thé fineft flour be alfo brought ; for a lamb the mea- 
fure of one tenth deal, for aram two, and tor a bull three. 
This they con‘ecrate upon the altar, when it 1s mingled with 
oil ; for oilisaifo brought by thofe that facrifice, tor a bull 
the half of an hin, and fora ram the third part‘ of the fame 
meafure, and one quarter οἵ ittora lamb. ‘This hin 18 an an- 

-cient Hebrew meafure, and is equivalent to two Athenian 
chaos (or conguifes). They bring the fame quantity of oil 
which they do of wine, and they pour the wine aboat the al- 
tax ; but if any one does not offer a complete facrifice of ant- 
mals, but brings fine flour only for a vow, he throws an hand- 
ful upon the altar as its firft truits, while the priefts take the 
reit for their food, either boiled, or mingled with oil, but 
made into cakes of bicad. But whatfoever it be that a priéft 
himleli offers, τὸ muft of neceffity be all burnt. Now the law 
forbids us to facrifice any animal at the fame time with its 
dam ; and in other cafes, not till the eighth day after its birth. 
Other facrifices there are alfo appointed for efcaping dillem- 
pers, or tor other occafions in which meat offerings are con- 

‘fumed, together with the animals thatare facrificed ; of which 
it is not lawtul to leave any parttll the next day, only the 
prieits are to take their own fhare. | 


CHAP. xX. 


Concerning the Feftivals ; and how each day of fuch Fefttval is 
to be obferved. ) 

4 1. TRE law requires, that dut of the public expences a 

lamb of the firft year be kilied every day, at the be- 

. ‘ginning and at the ending of the day ; but on the feventh day, 

which: ts called tne fabbath, they kill two,- and facnficé them 

in the fame manner. At the new moon, they both perform the 

daily facrifices, and flay two bulls, with feven lambs of the firft 

year, and a kid ot the goats alfo, tor the expiation of fins; 
that 15, if they have finned through :gnorance. 

2. Butou the feventh moath, which the Macedonians call 
Hyperberetaus, they make an addition to thole already men- 
tioned, and facrifice a bull, aram, and feven lambs anda kid 

. of the goats, for fins, . 
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3. On the tenth day of the fame lunar month, they faft till 
the evening ; and this day they facrifice a bull, and two rams, 
and feven lambs, anda kid of the goats, for fins. And befides 
theie they bring two kids of the goats; the one ot wh ch 15 
' fent alive out of the limits of the camp into the. wildernefs for 
the {cape goat, and to be an expiation for the fins uf the whole 
multitude ; but the other is brought into a place ot great clean- 
nefs within the limits of the camp, and is there burnt, with its 
fkin, without eny ἴοι! οὗ cleanfing. With thts goat was burnt 
a bull, not brought by the people, but by the high prieft, at 
his own charges ; wluch when it was ilain, he brought of the 
blood into the holy place, together with the blood οἱ ‘the kidof 
the goats, and fprinkled the ceiling with his finger feven times, 
as alioits pavement andagain as uftentoward the moftholy place, 
and about the golden altar. He alfo at laft brings it into theopen 
court, and {prinkles it about the great altar. Befides this, 
- they fet the extremities, and the kidneys, and the fat, with the 
lobe of the liver, upon the altar. The high prieit likewife 
prefents a ram to God as a burnt-offering. 

4. Upon the fifteenth day of the fame month, when the fea- 
fon of the year is changing tor winter, the law enjoins us to 
pitch tabernacles in every one of our houles, fo tiiat we pre- 
jerve ourfelves trom the cold of that time of the year; as alfo 
that when we fhall arrive at our own country, and come to that 
city that we fhould have then for our metropclis, becaufe of 
the temple therein to be built, and kcep a feftival for eight 
days, and offer burnt-offerings, and ‘acrifice thank-offerings, 
- that we {hould then carry in eur hands a branch ot myrtle and 
wiltow, and a bough of the palm tree, with the addition of the 
pomecitron. That the burnt offering on the firil ot thofe days 
was to be a facrifice of thirteen bulls, and tourteen Jams, and 
fifteen rams, with the addgion of a kid of the goats, asan ex- 
plation for fins ; and on the following days the fame number 
of lambs, and of rams with the kids of the goats ; but abating 
one of the bulls every day till they amounted to feven only. 
On the eighth day all work was laid afide and then, as we faid 
belore, they facrificed to God a bullock, a ram, -and feven 
lambs, with a kid of the goats, for an expiation of fins. And 
this is the accuttomed folemnity of the Hebrews, when they 
pitch their tabernacles. 

§. In the month of Xanthicus, which is by us called Nifan, 
and 1s the beginning of our year, on the fourteenth day of the 
Junar month, when the fun is in Aries, (tr on this month it 
was that we were delivered trom bondage under the Egy ptians) 
the law ordained, that we {hould every year flay that iacrifice 
which I before told you we flew when we came out of Egypt, 
and which was called the Pujffover: and fo do we celebrate 
.this paffover in companies, leaving nothing of what we facri- 
fice till the day following. - The feaft of u-.Jeavened bread fuc- 
ceeds that of the pailover, and falls on the fifteenth day of the 
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month, and continues feven days, wherein they feed on un- 
leavened bread; onevery one of which days two bulls are 
killed, and one ram, and feven lambs. Now thefe lambs are 
entirely burnt, befides the kid of the goats which 1s added to 
all the reft, tor fins ; for it is intended as a feaft forthe preff 
on every one of thefe days. But on the fecond day of un- 
leavened bread, which is the fixteenth day of the month, they 
firft partake of the fruits ot the ear:h, for before that day they 
do not tuuch them. And while they fuppole it proper to hon- 
our God trom whom they obtain a plentiful provifien in the 
firit place, they offer the firft fruits of their barley, and thatin 
the manner tollowing. They take an handful of the ears, and 
dry them, then beat them {mall, and purge the barley from the 
bran ; they then bring one tenth deal to the altar, to God ; and 
calling one handful of it upon the fire, they leave the reft for 
the ute of the priefts. And after this it is that they may #fhb- 
licly or privately reap their harveit. They alfo atthis partici- 
pation of the firit fruits of the earth, facrifice a lamb, as a burnt 
offering to God. . 
6. Whena week of weeks has paffed over after this facr- 
fice, (which weeks contain forty and nine days) on the fitt:- 
eth day, which is Pentecoft, but is called by the Hebrews 4- 
Jartha, which fignifies Pentecoft, they bring to God a loaf, 
made of wheat flour, of two tenth deals, with leaven; and for 
Sacrifices they bring two lambs; and when they have only 
prefented them to God they are made ready for fupper for the 
priefts ; nor is it permitted to leave any thing of them till the 
day following. Phey alfo flay three bullocks for a burnt offer- 
ing, and two rams ; and fourteen lambs, with two kids of the 
goats tor fins ; nor 15 (8616 any one of the feftivals but in it 
they offer burnt offerings ; they alfo allow themfelves to reft 
on every one of them. Accordingjy the law pretcribesinthem 
all what kinds they are to facrifice, and how they are to reft 
entrely, and mult flay facrifices in order to teaft upon. them. 
7. However, out of the common charges baked bread [ was 
fet on the table of fhew bread ] without leaven, of twenty tour 
tenth deals of flour, for fo much is fpent upon this bread ; 
two heaps ot thefe were baked ; they were taken the day be- 
fore the fabbath, but were brought intothe holy place on the 
morning of the fabbath, and fet upon the holy table, fix onan 
heap, one loat {till flanding over againft another; where two 
golden ¢ups full of frankincenfe were alfu fet upon them, 
and there they remained till another fabbath, and then other 
loaves were brought in their dtead, while the loaves were giv- 
en tothe priefts {dr their food, and the frankincenle was 
burnt in that facred fre wherein all their offerings were burnt 
alio ; and {fo other frank:incenfe was fet upon the loaves in- 
ftead of what was there before. ‘The [high prieft alfo of lus 
own charges, offered a facrifice, and that twice every day. It 
was made of flour mingled with oil, and gently baked by the 
° 
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ὅτε ; the quantity was one tenth deal of flour ; he brought the 
half of it to the fire in the morning and the other half at night. 
The account of thefe facrifices I ihall give more accurately 
hereafter ; but Ithink I have premifed what for the prefent 
may be fuficient concerning them. 


CHAP. XI. 
Of the Purtfications. 
§ x. A 7 0585 took out the tribe of Levi from communt- 


cating with the reft of the people, and fet them a- 
art tobe an holy tribe ; and purified them by water, taker 
om perpetual fprings, and with fuch facrifices as were ufu- 

aHy offered to God on the like occafions. He. delivered to 
them alfo the tabernacle, amd the facred veffels, and the other 
curtains which were made for covering the tabernacle, that 
they might miniffer under the condué& of the priefts, who had 
been already confecratcd to God. | 

2. Healfo determined concerning animals ; which of them 
might be ufed for food, and which they were obliged to abftain 
fsom ; which matters. when this work fhall give me occafion, 
fhall be further explained ; and the caufes fhall be added, by 
which he was moved to allot fome of them to be our food, and 
enjoined us to abftain from others. However he entirely tor- 
bad us the ufe of blood tor foed, and eftecemed it to contain 
the foul and [pirit. He alfo forbad us to eat the flefh of an 
animal that died of itfelf, as alfo the caul, and the fat of goats, 
and fheep, and bulls. 

. He alfo ordered. that thofe whofe bodies were affli&ed 
with leprofy and that had a gonorrhza, fhould not come into 
the city * ; nay, he removed the women, when they had their 
natural purgations till the feventh day ; after which he look. 
ed on them as pure, and permitted them to come in again. 
The law permits thofe alfo who have taken care of funerals to 
come in after the fame manner, when this number of days is 
over ; but if any continned longer than that number of daysin 
a ftate of pollution, the law appointed the offering twojlambs 
for a facrifice ; the one of which they are to purge by fire, and 
_ for the other the priefts take it for themfelves. In the fame 
manner do thofe facrifice who have had the gonorrhea. But 
he that fheds his feed in his fleep, if he goes down into cold 
water, he has the fame privilege with thofe that have lawfully 
accompanied with their wives. And tor the lepers, he fuffer- 


* We may here note, that Jofephus trequeit!y calls the camp the city, and the 
court of the Mofaic tabernacie a temj/e, and the tabernacle itfell an ha/y houfe, with 
allufion to the latter city, temple, and holy houle, which he knew fo well long 
artcewards. 
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ed them not to come into the city atall, nor to live with any 
others, as if they were in effe&t dead perfons ; butif any one 
had obtained, by prayer to God, the recovery trom that dif- 
temper, and had gained a healthful complexion again, {uch an 
one returned thanks to God, with feveral forts of facrifices ; 
concerning which we will fpeak hereafter. 

. Whence one cannot but {mile at thofe who fay, that Mo- 
fes was himfelf afflitted with the leprofy wher he fled out of 
Egypt, and that he became the conduftor of thofe who on 
that account left that country, and led them into the land of 
Canaan ; for had this been true. Mofes would not have made 
thefe laws to his own difhonour, which indeed it was more 
likely he would have oppofed, if others had endeavoured to 
introduce them ; and this the rather, becaufe there are lepers 
In many nations. who yet arein honouy and not only free # 
from reproach and avoidance. but who have been great cap- 
tains of armies, and been entrufted with high offices in the 
commonwealth ; and have had the privilege of entering into 
᾿ Holy places and temples; fothat nothing hindered, but if either 
Mofes himfelf, or the multitude that was with him had been 
liable te fuch a mistortune, in the colour of his fkin, he might 
have made laws about them for their credit and advantage,and 
have laid no manner of difficulty upon them. Accordingly 
it is a plain cafe, that itis out of violent prejudice only that 

they report thefe things about us. ‘But Mofes was pure from 
’ any fuch diftemper ; and lived with countrymen who were 
pure of it alfo, and thence made the laws which concerned 
others that had the diftemper. He did this for the honour of 
God. But as to thefe matters, let every one confider them af- 
ter what manner he pleafes. 

5. As to the women, when they have born achild, Mofes 
foroad them to come into the temple, or touch the facrifices, 
before torty days were over, fuppofing it be aboy ; butif fhe 
hath born a girl, the law is that fhe cannot be admitted before: 
twice that number of days be over. And when after the before 
mentioned time appointed for them, they perform their facri- 
ices -the priefts difiribute them betore God. 

6. Butit any one fufpeét that his wife has been guilty of a- 
dultery, he was to bring a tenth deal of barley flour ; they then 
caft one handful to God, and gave the reft of it to the priefts 
for food. One of the priefts fet the woman at the gates that 
are turned towards the temple, and took the vail from her 
head, «πὰ wrote the name of God in parchment, and enjoined |. 
her to {wear, that fhe had not at all injured her hufband ; and 
to with, that if fhe had violated her chaftity, her right thigh 
might be put out of joint ; that her belly might {well, and that 
fhe might die thus; but thatit her hufband, by the violence 
of his affeftion and ofthe jealoufy which arofe from it, had 
been rafhly moved to this fifpicion that the might bear a male 
child on the tenth month. Now when thcfe oaths were over, 
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the prieft wiped the name of God out of the parchment, and 
wrung the water into a vial. He alfo took fome duft out of 
the temple, if any happened to be there, ‘and puta little of it 
into the vial, and gave it her to drink ; whereupon the woman 
if the were unjuftly accufed,conceived with child,and brought 
. it to perfe&tion in her womb ; but if fhe had broken her faith 
of wedlock to her hufband, and had fworn falfely before God, 
fhe died in a reproachful manner ; -her thigh fell off from her, 
and her belly {welled with a dropfy. And thefe are the cere- 
monies about facrifices, and about the purifications thereto 
belonging, which Moles provided for his countrymen. He 
alfo prefcribed the following laws to them. 


CHAP. XII. 
. Several Laws. 


ἡ 1. As for adultery , Mofes forbad it entirely, as efteeming 

it an happy thing that men fhould be wife in the af- 
fairs of wedlock ; and that ‘i was profitable both to cities and 
families, that children fhould be knownto be genuine. He al- 
fo abhorred mens lying with their mothers, as one of the great- 
eft crimes ; and the like for tying with the father’s wife, and 
with aunts, and filters, and fon’s wives, as all inftances of a- 
bominable wickednefs. He alfo forbad a man to lie with his 
wile when fhe was defiled by her natural purgation ; and not 
to come near brute beafts, nor to approve of the lying with a 
male, which was to hunt after unlawful pleafures on account 
of beauty. To thofe who were guilty of fuch infolent beha- 
viour, he ordained death for their punifhment. 

2. As forthe priefts, he prefcribed to them a * double de- 
gree of purity. For he reftrained them in the inftances above 
and moreover forbad them to marry harlots. He alfo forbad 
them to marry a flave. or a captive, and [ὅς ἢ as got their liv- 
ing by cheating trades, and by keeping inns; as αἷίο ἃ wo- 
man parted from her hufband on any occafion whatfoever. 
Nay, he did not think it proper for the high prieft to marry e- 
ven the widow of one that was dead, though he allowed that to 
the priefts, but he permitted him only to marry a virgin, and 
to retain her. Whence itis that the high prieft is not to come 
near to one that is dead, although the reft are not prohibited 
from coming near to their brethren, or parents, or children, 
when they are dead, but they areto be unblemifhed in all ref- 
pedis. He ordered, that the prieft, who had any blemifh, 


# Thefe words of Jofephus’s are remarkable, that the lawgiver of the Jews re- 
uired of the priefts a double degree of purity, in compariion of that required of 
the people, of which he gives feveral inftances immediately. 1t- was for certain the 
cafe athong the firft Chriftians, of the clergy, in comparifon of the laity, as the a 
poftetical confticutions and canons μὰ where inform us. y 


Vou. I. 


was 


146 ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. [Book ΠῚ, 


fhould have his portion indeed among the priefts, but he for- 
bad him to afcend the altar, or to enter into the holy houfe. 
He alfo enjoined them, not only to obferve purity in their fa- 
cred miniftrations, but in their daily converfation, that it 
might be unblameable alfo. And on this account it is, that 
thofe who wear the facerdotal garments are without {pot, and ἢ 
eminent for their purity and fobriety. Nor are they permit- 
ted to drink wine fo long as they * wear thofe garments. 
Moreover they offer facrifices that are entire, and have no de- 
fett whatfoever. ἊΝ 

2. And truly Mofes gave them all thefe precepts, being fuch 
as were obferved during his own life time. But though he 
lived now in the wildernefs, yet did he make provifion how 
they might obferve the fame laws when they fhould have tak- 
en the land of Canaan. He gave thenreft to the land from 
ploughing and planting every feventh year, as he had prefcrib- 
edto them to reft from working every feventh day ; and order- 
ed, that then what grew of its ownaccord out of the earth fhould 
in common belong to all that pleafed to ufe it, making no dif- 
tin€tion 10 that refpett between their own countrymen and for- 
eigners ; and he ordained that they fhould do the fame after 
feven times feven years, which in all are fifty years ; and that 
fittieth year is called by the Hebrews the Fudilee, - wherein 
debtors are freed from their debts, and flaves are fet at liberty ; 
which flaves became fuch thoughthey were of the fame ftock, 
by tran{grefling fome of thofe laws whofe punifhment was not 
capital, but they were punifhed by this method of flavery. 
This year alfo reftores the land to its former poffeffors in the 
manner following; when the Jubilee is come, which name 
denotes diberty, he that fold the land, and he that bought it,. 
meet together, and make an eflimate, on one hand, of the 
fruits gathered, and, onthe other hand of the expences laid 
eut upon it. If the fruits gathered come to more than the ex- 
pence’ laid out, h@ghat told it takes the land again ; but if the 
expences prove m@re than the fruits, the preifent poffeffer re- 
ceive .ot the former owner the difference that was wanting, and 
leaves the land to him ; and if the fruits received. and the ex- 
pences laid out prove equal to one another, the prefent poffef- 
for relinguifhes it to the former owners. ‘Mofes would have 
the fame law obtain as to thofe houfes alfo which were fold in 
villages ; but he madea different law for fuch as were fold in 
acity ; for if he that fold it tendered the purchafer his money 
again within a year, he was forced to reftore it ; but in cafe ἃ 
whole year had intervened, the purchafer was to enjoy what 
he had bought. This was the conftitution of the laws which 


* We myft here note with Reland, that the precept given to the priefts not drink. 
ing winc, while they wore the facred garments, is equivalent to their abftinence 
from it all the while they miniftered in the temple, becaufe thy then always, and 


then only, wore thofe facred garments, whick were laid up there from one time of, 
rainiflration to another, - 
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Mofes learned of God, when the camp lay under mount Sinai; - 
and this he delivered in writing to the Hebrews. 

4. Now when this fettlement of laws feemed to be well over, 
Mofes thought fit at length to take a review of the hoft as 
thinking it proper to fettle the afluirs of war. So he charged 
the heads of the tribes, excepting the tribe of Levi, to takean 
exa*t account of the number of thofe that were able to go to 
war ; for as to che Levites they were holy. and tree trom all 
fuch burdens. Now when the people had been numbered, 
there were found fix hundred thoufand that were able to go to 
war from twenty to fifty years of age, befides three thoufand 
fix hundred and fifty. Inftead of Levi. Mofes took Manaffeh, 
the fon of Jofeph, among the heads of tribes ; ‘and Ephraim in- 
ftead ot Jofeph. It was indeed of defire of Jacob himfelf to 
Jofeph, that he would give him his fons to be his own by a- 

option, as I have before related an 

5. When they fet up the tabernacle, they received it into 
the midft of their camp, three of the tribes pitching their tents 
on each fide of it and roads were cut through the midft of ᾿ 
thefe tents. It was like a well-appointed market ; and every 
thing was.there ready for fale in due order ; and all forts of ar- 
uificers were in the fhops; and it refembled nothing fo much ° 
as acity that fometimes was moveable, and fometimes fixed. 
The priefts had the firft places about the tabernacle ; then the 
Levites, who, becaufe their whole multitude was reckoned 
. from thirty days old, were twenty-three thoufand eight hun. 
dred and eighty males. And during the time that the cloud 

flood over the tabernacle, they thought proper to ftay in the 
fame place, as fuppofing that God there inhabited ‘among 
them ; but when that removed they journeyed aifo. 

6. Moreover Mofes was the inventor of the torm of their 
trumpet, which was made of filver. Its defcription is this. 
In length it was little lefsthana cubit. -It was compofed of a 
narrow tube, fomewhat thicker than a flute, sbut with fo much 
breadth as was fufficient for admiffion of the breath of a man’s 
mouth; it ended in the form of a bell, NKe common trumpets. 
Its found was called in the Hebrew tongue A/fofra. Two of 

*thefe being made, one of them was founded when they re- 
uired the multitudeto come together to congregations. When 
the firft of them gavea fignal, the heads ot the tribes were to 
affemble, and confult about the affairs to them properly be- 
longing ; but when they gave the fignal by both of them, they - 
called the multitude together. Whenever the tabernacle was 
removed, it was done in this folemn order. At the firft alarm 
of the trumpet, thofe whofe tents were on the eaft quarter pre- 
pared to remove ; when the fecond fignal was given, thofe 
that were on the fouth quarter did the like ; im the next place, 
the tabernacle was taken to pieces, and was carried in the midft 
ot fix tribes that went before, and of fix that followed, all the 
Levites affifting about the tabernacle ; when the third fignal 
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was given. that part which had their tents towards the weft put 
themfelves into motion ; and at the fourth fignal, thofe on the 
north did fo likewife. ‘They alfo made ufe of thefe trumpets 
in their facred miniftrations, when they were bringing their 
facrifices to the altar, as well on the Sabbaths as on the reft of 
the [teftival] days. And now it was that Mofes offered that 
facrifice which was called the Paffover in the wildernefs, as 
the firit he had offered after the departure out of Egypt. 


CHAP. ΧΗ]. 


‘How Mofes removed from Mount Sinat, und condudted the Peo- 
ple to the border sof the Canaanites. 


4 1. LITTLE while afterwards he rofe up. and went 
from mount Sinai; and having paffed through feve- 
ral manfions, of which we will {peak anon, he came toa place 
called Hazeroth, where the multitude began again to be mu- 
tinous, and to blame Mofes for the misfortunes they had fuf- 
fered in their travels ; and that when he had perfuaded them 
to leave a good land, they at once had loft that land, and in- 
“ftead ot that happy fate ke had promifed them, they were ftilt 
wandering in their prefent miferable condition, being already 
in want of water ; and ifthe manna fhould happen to fail, they 
muft then utterly perifh. Yet while they gerferally fpake 
pany and fore things againft thé man, there was one of them 
whé-e®horted them not to be unmindful of Mofes, and of what 
great pains he had been at about their common fafety ; and 
not to defpair of affiltance from God. The multitude there- 
upon became ἢ more unruly, and more mutinous againf 
Mofes than beforg. HMereupon Mofes, although he were fo 
bafely abufed by ghem, encouraged them in their defpairing 
condition, and promifed that he would procure them a great 
quantity of fleth mi and that not for a tew days only, but 
for many days. This they were not willing to believe ; and 
when one of them afked,: whence he could obtain fuch valk 
plenty οἱ what he promifed ? He replied, Neither God, nor I, 
although we hear fuch opprobrious words trom you, will leave 
off our labours for you ; and this. fhall foon appear alfo. As 
fon as ever he had faid this, the whole camp was filled with 
quails, and they ftood round about them, and gathered them 
in great numbers. However it was not long ere God punifh- 
ed the Hebrews for their infolence, and thofe reproaches ey 
had ufed towards him, forno {mall number of them died. An 
{till to this day the place retains the memory ot this deftruc- 
hor and is named Kibroth-hattaavak, which is, the graves of 
uf. 


. 
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CHAP. XIV. 


How Mofes {πὲ fome Perfons to earch out the Land of the 
Canaanites, and the largene/s of ther Cities : and further, 
that when thofe who were fent were returned, after forty days, 


f 
and reported that they fhould not be a match for them, and 


extolled the firen; th of the Canaamites, the multitude were dif- 
turbed, and fell into defparr ; and were refolved to flone Mo- 
Ses, and to return back again into Egypt, and ferve the 


Egyptians. 
ᾧ 1. WHEN Mofes had led the Hebrews away from 


thence to a place called Paran, which was near 
to the borders of the Canaanites, and a place difficult to be 
continued in, he gathered the multitude together to a congre- 
gation ; and ftanding in the midft of them, he faid, “ΟἹ the 
two things that God determined to beftow upon us, liberty, 
and the poffeflion of an happy country, the one of them ye 
already are partakers of, by the gift ot God, and the other 
you will quickly obtain ; for we now have our abode near 
the borders of the Canaanites, and nothing can hinder the 
acquifition of it, when we now at laft are fallen upon it ; I 
fay, not only no king nor city, but neither the whole race 
οἱ mankind, if they were all gathered together, could do it. 
Let us therefore prepare ourfelves for the work, for the 
Canaanites will not refign up their land to us without’ fight- 
ing, but it muft be wrefted from them by great ftruggles in 
war. Let us then fend fpies, who may take a view of the 
goodnefs of the land, and what ftrength it is of. But above 
all thing +, let us be of one mind, and let us honour God, 
who above all is our helpey and affifter.” 
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2. When Mofes had faid thus, the multitude requited him | 


with marks of refpe& ; and chole tw {pies, of the moft 
eminent men, one out of each tribe, “pafling over all the 
land of Canaan, from the borders of Egypt, came to the city 
Hamath. and tomount Lebanon 3 and having learned the na- 
ture of the land, and of itsinhabitants, they came home having 
{pent forty daysin the whole work. They alfo brought with 
them of the truits which the land bare; they alfo fhewed them 
the excellency of thofe fruits and gave an account of the great 
quantity of the good things that land afforded, which were 
motives to the multitude to go to war. But then they terrifi- 
ed them again with the great difficulty there was in obtaining 
it ; that the rivers were [0 large and deep, that they could not 
be paffed over ; and thatthe hills were fo high that they could 
not travel along for them ; that the cities were flrong with 
walls, and their firm fortifications round about them. They 
told them alfo, that they found at Hebron the pofterity ef the. 
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iants. Accordingly thefe fpies, who had feen the land of- 

anaan, when they perceived that all thefe difficulties were 

reater there than they had met with fince they came out of 
gypt, they were affrighted at them themfelves, and endeav- 
oured to aright the multitude alfo. 

2. So they fuppofed, from what they had heard, that it was 
impoffible to get the Polfeffion of the country. And when 
the congregation was diffolved, they, their wives and children, 
continued their lamentation, as 1f God would riot indeed affift 
them but only promifed them fair. They alfo again blamed 
Mofes, and madea clamour againft him, and his brother Aaroaz 
* the high prieft. Accordingly they paffed that night ery 11}, 
‘and with contumelius Janguage againft them ; but in the mor- 
ning they ran to a congregation, intending to ftone Mofes and 
Aaron, and ίο to return into Egypt. 

4. But of thefpies there were Jothua the fon of Nun, of the 
tribe of Ephraim, and Caleb of the tribe of Judah that were 
afraid of the confequence. and came into the midft of them, 
and ftilled the multitude, and defired them to be of good cour- 
age ; and neither to condemn God, as having tald them lies, 
neither to hearken to thofe who had affrighted them, by tel- 
ling them what was not true concerning the Canaanites, but 
to thofe that encouraged them to hope for good fuccefs ; and 
that they fhould gain poffeffion of the happinefs promifed 
them, becaufe neither the height of mountains, nor the depth 
of rivers, could hinder men οἱ true courage from attempting 
them, efpecially while God would take care of them before 
hand and be affiftant to them. Let us then go, faid they, a- 
gainft our enemies, and have no {fufpicion of ill fuccefs, 
trufting in.God to condu& us, and following thofe that are to 
be our leaders. Thus did thefe two exhort them, and endeav- 
our to pacify the rage they werein. But Mofes and Aaron 
fell on the ground, and befought God, not for their own de- 
_ hverance: but that he would ptta ftop to what the people 

were unwarily doing, and would bring their minds toa quiet 
temper, which we Bow difordered by their prefent pafiion, 
The cloud alfo did now appear, and ftood over the tabernacle, 
and declared to them the prefence of God tobe there. 


CHAP. XV. 


How Mofes was difpleafed as this ; and foretold, that God was 
angry, and that they fhould continue inthe wildernefs for for- 
ty years and not, during that time, either return wnto Egypt, 
or take poffeffon of Canaan. 


4 1. MOs.s came now boldly to the multitude, and in- 
formed them that God was moved at their abufe of 
him, and would infli& punifhment upon them, not indeed 
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fuch as they deferved for their fins, but fuch as parents infli@ 
on their children, in order to their corre€&tion. For, he faid, 
that when he was in the tabernacle. and was bewailing with 
tears that deftru€tien which was coming upon them, God put 
- him in mind what things he had done ἫΝ them, and whatben- 
efits they had received from him,-and yet how ungrateful 
they had been to him ; that juft now they had been induced 
by the timetoufnefs of the {pies to think that their words were 
truer thar his own promife to them ; and that on thts account, 
though-he would not indeed deftroy them all, nor utterly ex- 
terminate their nation, which he had honoured more than any 
other part of mankind, yet he would not permit them to take 
poffeffion ot the land of Canaan, nor enjoy its happineéfs, but 
would make them wander in the wildernels, and livé without 
a fixed habitation, and without a city, for forty years togeth- 
er, asapunifhment for this their tranfgreflion ; but that he: 
hath promiled to give that land to our children and that he 
would make them the poffeffors gf thofe good things which, 
by your ungeverned paffions, you have deprived y ourfelves 
© 


2. When Mofes had difcourfed thus to them, according to 
the direétion of God, the multitude grieved, and were in af- 
Hilion ; and entreated Mofes to procure their reconciliation 
to God, and to permit them no longer to wander in the wil- 
dernefs, but to beftew cities upon them. But he replied, that 
God would not admit of any fuch trial, for that God was not 
moved to this determination from any human levity, or anger, 
but that he had judicially condemned them to that punifh- 
ment. Now we are-not to difbelieve, that Mofes, who was 
but a fingle perfon, pacified fo many ten thoufands when they 
were in anger, and converted them to a mildnefs of temper ; 
for God was with him, and prepared the way to his perfua- 
fions οἱ the multitude ; and as they had often been difobedient 
they were now fenfible that fuch difobedience was difadvan- 
tageous to them, and that they -had fig? Mereby fallen into ca- 
lamities. : he : 

3. Butthis man was admirable for his virtue, and powerful 
in making men give credit to what he delivered, not only du- 
ring the time of his natural life, but even these is {till no one 
of the Hebrews, who does not a&t even now, as it Mofes were 
‘prefent, and ready to punith him, if he fhould do any thing ἡ 

‘ that is indecent ; nay. there is no one but is obedient to what 
laws he ordained, although they might be concealed in their 
tranfgreffions. There are alfo many other demonftrations that 
his power was more than human, for ftill fome there have 
been, who have come from the parts beyond Euphrates, a 
journey of four months, through many dangers. and at great 
expences in honourof our temple ; and yet when they had 
offered their oblations, could not partake of their own facrifi- 
ees, becaufe Mofes had forbidden it, by fomewhat in the law 
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that did not permit them, or fomewhat that had befallen them, 
which our ancient cuftoms made inconfiftent therewith ; fomeée 
of thefe did not facrifice atall, and others left their facrifices 
in an imperfeé condition, nay, many were not able even at 
firft fo much as toenter into the temple, but went their ways 
in this ftate, as prefering a {ubmiflion to the laws of Mofes, 
betore the fulfilling of their own inclinations. even when they 
had no fear upon them that any body could convitt them, but 
only out of a reverence to their own confcience, “Thu. this 
legiflation, which appeared to be divine, made this man to be 
efteemed as one fuperior to hts own human nature. Nay, far- 
ther, a little before the beginning of this war, when Claudius 
was eraperor of the Romans, and Ifmael was our high prieft, 
and whek fo great a * famine was come upon us, that one tenth 
deal [ot wheat | was fold for four drachma, and when no lefs 
than feventy cori of flour was brought into the temple, at the 
feaft of unleavened bread, (thefe cori are thirty-one Sicilian, 
but forty-one Athenian medimmi), not one of the priefts were 
fo hardy as to eat one crumBot it, even while fo great a diftrefs 
was on the land; and this out of a dread of théJaw, and of 
that wigth which God retains againft a&ts of wickednefs, even 
when nO oné can accufe the attors. Whence we are notto 
wonder at what was then done, while to this very day the 
writings left by Mofes have fo great a force, that even thofe 
that hates do confefs, that he who eftablifhed this fettlement 
was Golf and that it was by the means of Mofes, and of his 
virtue ; but as to thele matters, let every one take them as he 
thinks fit. . 


* This great famine in the davs of Claudius, is again mentioned in Antiq. B. 
XX. ch, ii. § 6. vol. IH. and Ads xi. 28. 
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BOOK IV. 


Containing the Interval of thirty-eight years. ° 


(FROM THE REJECTION OF THAT GENERATION T® 
THE DEATH OF MOSES. | 


6 o 
CHAP. I. ‘ 


The fight of the Hebrews with the Canaamtes, without the con- 
Sent of Mofes, and thar defeat. 


δ 1. No this life of the Hebrews in the wildernefs was 

{uo difagreeable and troublefome to them, that they 
were fo unedfy at it,-that although God had forbidden them 
to meddle wath the Canaanites, yet could they not ke perfud- 
ded to be Hessen to the words of Mofes, and to be quiet ; but 
fuppofing they fhould‘be able to beat their enemies even 
without, his approbation, they. accufed him, and fufpetted 
that he made it his bulinefs to keep them in a diftreffed condi- 
tion, that they might always ftand in need of his affiftance. 
Accordingly they refolved to fight with the Canaanites, and 
faid, that God*gave them his affiitance, not out of regard to 
Moles’s interceilions, but becaufe he took care of their entire 
Nation, on account of their forefathers, whofe affairs he took 
under his’ own conduct; as alfo, that it was on account of 
their own virtue that he had formegly procured them their 
liberty, and would be affilting to them, now they were wil- 
ling to take pains for it. They alfo faid, that they were of 
themfelves ot abilities fufficient for the conqucft οἱ their ene- 
mies, although Mofes fhould havea mir@d τὰ alienate God from 
them. That however it was tor their 3dvantage to be their 
own mafters, and not fo farto rejoice in their deliverance 
from the indignities they endured under the Fgyptians, as to 
bear the tyranny of Mofes over them, and to fuffer themfelves 
to be deluded and live according to his plealure, as though 
God did only foretel what concerns us out of his kindnels to 
him, as if they were not ali the pofterity of Abraham, that God 
made him alone the author of all the knowledge we have, and 
we muft ftill learn τὰ from him. That it would bea piece of 
prudence to oppofe his arrogant pretences, and to put their 
confidence in God, and to refolve to take poifeflion of that 
land which he had promifed them; and not to give car to him, 
who, on this account, and under the pretence of divine author. 
ity, forbad them fo todo. Confidering therefore the diftrefl- 
ed ylate they were in at prevent, and that in thefe defart places 

OL, 2. . 
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they were ftill to expe& things would be worfe with them, 
they refolved to fight with the Canaanites, as {ubmitting only 

to God, their fupreme commander, and not waiting for any 
afliftamce from their legiflator. - 

2. When therctore they had comé to this refolution, as being 
beft for them, they went among their enemies ; but thofe en- 
emies were not difmay ed either at the attack itfelf, or at the 
great multitude that made it, and received them with great 
courage. Many of The Hebrews were flain; and the remain- 
der of the army, upon the diforder of their troops, were pur- 
fued and fled, after a fhamefujgmanner to their camp. Where-- 
_upon this unexpetted mistorttine made them quife defpond; 
and they hoped tor nothing that wafgood, as gathering trom 
it, that this affliiion came from the wrath of God, becaufe 
they tafhly went out to war without his approbation. 

. 3. But when Moles faw how deeply they were affe@ted with 
this defeat, and being afraid le the enemies fhould grow in- 
folent upon this viétory, and Thould be defirous of gaining 

ftill greater glory, and fhould attack 
it was preper to withdraw the army int 
farther diftance from the Canaanites; fo 
themfelves up again to his conduét, for the fible, that 
without his care tor them their affairs could in a good’ 
condition ; and he caufed the hoft to remove, and he went 
farther into the wildernefs, as intending there to let them reft, 
and not tg permit them to fight the Canaanites before God fhould 
afford them a more favourable opportunity. ον 


efolved that 








ittude gave 


CHAP IE. 


The Sedition cf Corah and of the multitude. againfi Mofes, 
and againfl his Brother. concerning the Priejthood. 






4 1. HAT whigiais ufually the cafe of great armies, and 
efpecia on ill fuccefs, to be hard to be pleafed, 
and governed withS@ifficulty, did now befal the Jews, for 


they being in number fix hundred thoufand, and by reafon of 
their great multitude not readily fubje& to their governors, 
even in profperity, they at this time were more than ufually 
angry, both againft one another, and againft their leader, be- 
eaute of the diftrefs they were in, and the calamities they then 
endured, Such a fedition overtook them, as we have not the 
like example either among the Greeks or the Barbarians, by 
which they were in danger of being all deftroyed, but were 
notwithitanding faved by Mofes, who would not remember 
that he had beén almoft ftoned to death -by them. wNor did 
God negleét to prevent their ruin, but notwithftanding the in- 
dignities they had offered their legiflator, and the laws, and 
their difobedience to the commandments which he had fent 





Chap. 11.] ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 155 


them by Mofes, he delivered them from thofe terrible calam- 
Ities, which, without his providential care, had been brought 
upon them by this fedition. So f will firft explain the caufe 
‘ whence this fedition arofe, and then will give an account of 
the fedition itfelf; as alfo of what fettlements Moles made for 
their government, alter it was over. 

2. Corah, an Hebrew of .principal account, both by his 
family and by his wealth, one that was alfo able to {peak well, 
and one that could eafity perfuade the people by his {peeches, 
faw that Mcfes wasin an exceeding great dignity, and was 
uneafy at it, and envied him on that account, (he was of the | 
fame tribe with Moles, and of kin to him,) was particularly 
grieved, becaufe he thought he letter deferved that honoura- 

le poft on account of his great riches, and not inferior to Lim 
an his birth. So he saifed a clamour againft him among the 
LeVites, who were of the fame tribe, and efpecially among 
his kindred, faying, ‘ That it wasga very fad thing that they 
** fhould overlook Mofes, while he hunted after, and paved 
the way to glory ior himfelf and by il arts fhould cbtain - 
it, under the pretence of God’s command, while contrary to 
the laws, he had given the priefthood to Aaron, not by the 
common !uffrage ot the multitude, but by his own vote, as 
“4 beftowing dignities in a tyrannical way on whom he pleaf- 
ed. He added, that this concealed way of impofinmg on 
them was harder to be borne, than if it had been done by 
an-open force upon thein becaufe he did now not only take 
away their power without their confent, but even while they 
were unapprized of his contrivances againft them ; for who- 
foever is conicivus to himfelt that he deferves any digmity, 
~“ aims to get it by perfuafion, and not by an arrogant method 
“ὁ οἱ violénce ; but thoie that believe it impoffible to obtain 
** thofe honours juftly, they make 4 fhew of goodnefs, anddo 
not introduce force, but by cunning ticks grow wickedly 

powerful. That it was proper for the multitude to punilh 
fuch men, even winle they think thé@rnfelves concealed in 
their defigns, and not fufier them to gain ftrength,. ὉΠ they 
-have them for their open enemies. For what account, add- 
ed he, is Mofes able to give why he has beftowec the prielt- 
** hood on Aaron, and ius fons ? tor if God had determined 
to beftow that honour on one of the tribe of Levi, lam more 
** worthy et it than he is, I myfelf being equal to Mofes by 
my family, and fuperior to him both in riche", and in age : 
‘* But it God had determined to beftow it on the eldeft tnbe, 
“4 that of Reubel might have it moft juftly ; and then Dathan, 
“4 ana Abiram, and [On thefon of | Pcleth, would have it, for 
*¢ thefe are the oldeit men of that tribe, and potent on account 
of their greag wealth alfo.”’ 
3. Now Corah, when he faid this, had a mind to appear to 
take care of the public welfare, but in reality he was endeav- 
ouring to procure to have that dignity transferred by the mul- 
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titude to himfelf. Thus did he, out of a malignant defign, 
but with plaufible words, difcourfe to thofe of his own tribe ; | 
and when thefe words did gradually {pread to more of the 
people, and when the hearers {till added to what tended 
to the fcanddls that were caft upon Aaron, the whole army . 
was full of them. Now of thote that confptred with Corah, 
there were two hundred and filty, and thofe of the principal 
men alfo, who were eager to have the priefthood taken away 
from Mofes’s brother, ἀπά τὸ bring-him ‘into difgrace. ,Nay, 
the multitude themfe}lves were provoked to be {editious, and 
attempted to ftone Mofes ; and gathered themfelves together 
after an indecent manner, with confufion and diforder. And 
now they all were. ina tumultuous manner, raifing a clam- 
our betore the tabernacle of God, to profecute the tyrant, and 
to relieve the multitude from their flavery under him, who, 
under colour of the divine commands, laid violent injunciiens 
upon them ; for that bad it been God who chofe one that was 
to perform the officeot a pfleft, he would have raifed a worthy 
perfon. to that dignity, and would not have produced fuch an - 
one as was inferior to many others, nor have given him that 
oltice ; and in that cafe he had judged it fit to beftow it on 
Aaron, he would have permitted it to the multitude to beftow 
it, and not have leit it to be beftowed by his own brother. 

4. Now although Mofes had a great while ago forefeen this 
calumny ot Corah’s, and had feen that the people were irri 
tated, yet was he not affrighted at it; but being of good cour- 
age, becaufe he had given them right advice about their af- 
fairs, and knowing that his brother had been made partaker of 
the priefthood at the command of God, and not by his own 
favour to him, he came tothe aflfembly ; and, as for the mul- 
titude, he fatd not a word to them, but {pake as loud to Coraje 
as he could ; and being vevy fkilfiil in making fpeeches, and 
having this natural talent among others, that he could greatly 
move the multitude with his difcourfes, he faid, “ O Corah, 
‘** both thou, and albethefe with thee, (pointing to the twa 
** hundred and fifty ), feem to be worthy of this honour; 
‘ nor dol pretend but that this whole company may be wor- 
thy of the like dignity, although they may not be fo rich, 
or fo great as you are; nor have I takeni an:! given this of. 
fice to my brother, becaufe he excelled oihers in riches, for 
thou exceedeft * us both in the’greatnefs of thy wealth ; 
nor indeed becaufe he'was of an eminent family, for God, 
by giving us the fame common anceftor, has made our fam- - 
thes equal ; nay, nor was it out of brotherly affection, which 
another might yet have juftly done; for certainly, unleis I 





5. Reland here takes notice, that although our Bibles fay little or nothing of thefe 
riches ἣν ronh, yet that both thé Jews aud Mcohammecans, a# weil as Jjofephus, 
are of it, 
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* had beftowed this honour out of regard to God, and to his 
laws, I had not paifed by my felf, and given it to another, 89. 
being nearer of kin to myfelf than to my brother, and hav- 
ing a Clofer intimacy with my (felt than I have with him ; for 
furely it would not be a wife thing tor me, to expofe my- 
“ felf to the dangers of offending and to beftow the happy 
employment ou this account upon another. ButI am a- 
‘ bove iuch bafe pra*tices. Nor would God have overlook- 
** ed this matter, and feen himfelf thus defpifed, nor would 
he have fuffered you to be ignorant of what you were to do, 
in order to pleafe him ; but he hath himfelt chofen one that 
isto perform that facred othce to him, and thereby freed us 
from that care. So that it was not a thing that I pretend to © 
4“ give, but only according to the determination of God; I 
therefore propofe it fil to be contended for by fuch as 

**, pleafe to put 1n for it, only defiring, that he who has been 
already preferred, and has already obtained it, may be al. 
lowed nowal,o to offer humfelf tor a candidate. He prefers 
“ your peace, and your living without fedition, to this hon- 
“ ourable employment, although in truth it was with your 
‘** approbation that he obtained it ; for though God were the 
* donor, yet do we not offend when we think fit to accept ot 
** it with your good will; yet would it have been an inftance 
of impiety not to have taken that honourable employment 
when he offered it; nay it had been exceeding unreafon- 
** able, when God had thought fit any one fhould have it for 
‘¢ alj time to come, and had made it fecure and firm to him, 
*€ to have refufed it. However, he himifelt will judge again 
** who it fhall be whom he would have to offer facrifices to 
** him and to have the direétion of matters of religion; for 
** itis abiurd that Corah, who is ambitious of this honour, 
““ fhould deprive God ot the power of giving itto whom he 
pleafes. Put an end therefore to your fedition and diftur- 


bance on this account; and to-morrow morning do every 
one of you that defire the priefthood ’sing a cenfor from 
home, and come hither with incenle and fre. Anddothou, 
“Ὁ Corah, leave the judgment to God, and await to fee on 
which fide he will give his determination upon this occa- 
fion, but do not thou make thy lelf greater than God. Do 
thou alio come, that this conteft about this employment 
may receive determination. And I fuppofe we may admit 
Aaron without offence; to offer himfelf to this f{crutiny, 
fince he is of the fame lmeage with thy felf, and has done no- 
** thing in his priefthood that can be liable to exception. 
** Come ye theretore together, and offer your incenfe in pub. 
“4 lic before all the people ; and when you offer it, he whofe 
“ facrifice God thall accept, thal] be ordained to the prielt- 
“* hood, and fhall be clear of the prefent calumny on Aaron, 
4“ asif I had granted him that favour becaufe he was my 
** brother.” 
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CHA P. III. 


How thofe that firred up this Sedition were deftroyed, accordin 
to the will of God ; and how Aaron, Mofes’s Brother, bot 
he and his Pojterity, retained the Prieflhvod. - 


q 1. \ HEN Molfes Kad faid this, the multitude left off 

the turbulent behaviour they had indulged, and 
the fufpiciton thev had of Mofes, and commended what he 
had faid fur thofe prepofals were good, and fo were efteem- 
ed of the people. At that time therefore they diffolved the af- 
fembly. But on {πο πόχει day they came to the congregation 
in order to bé prefent at the facrifice. and at the deter.nina- 
tion that was to be made between the candidates for the prieft- 
hood. Now this congregation proved aturbulent one, and 
the multitude were in great fufpenfe in expectation ot what 
was to be done ; tor fome of them would have been pleafed 
if Moles had been conviéted of evil pratrices, but the wifer 
fort defired that they might be delivered from the prefent dif- 
order and difturbance; tur they were atiaid, that if this fedi- 
tion went on, the good order of their {etthement would rather 
be deftroyed ; but the whole body of the people do naturally 
delight in clainvurs againft their governors, and by changing 
their opiniens upon the harangues of every fpeaker difturb the 
public tranguiliry. And now Mofes {ent melJengers for A- 
biram and Dathan, and ordered them ie come tothe affembly, 
and wait there for the holy offices tha’ were to he performed. 
But they anfwered the meflenger, that they would not obey 
his {ummons ; nay, would not overlook Moles’ behaviour, 
who was growing too great for them by evil praftices. Now 
when Mofes heard of this their anfwer. he defired the heads 
of the people to follow him, and he went to the fattion of 
Dathan, notthinkin§f any frightful ching at all to go to thefe 
infolent people ; fo they made no oppofition, but’went along 
with him, But Dathan and his affociates, when they under- 
flood that Mofes and the principal of the people were com- 
ing to them, tiey came out with their wives and children, and 
ftood before their tents; and looked to fee what Moies would 
do. They had alfo their fervants about them to defend them- 
felves, in cafe Mofes fhould ufe torce againft them. 

2. But he came near, and lifted up his hands to heaven. and 
cried out with a lowd voice in order to be heard by the whole 
multitude ; and faid, ‘‘O Lord of the creatures that are in. the 
“ heaven, in the earth, and in the fea; tor thou art the moft 
4“. authentic witnefsto what I have done, that it has all been 
‘* done by thy appointment, and that it was thou that afford- 
‘ edit us affiftance when we attempted any thing, and thew- 
“ edit mercy on the Hebrews in all their diftreilés, do thou 
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‘ the fea, when the truits of the groun 


come now, and hear al] that I fay, for no attion, nor thought, 
elcapes thy knowledge; fo that thou wilt not difdain to 
{peak what is true, for my vindication, without any regard 
to the ungrateful imputations of thefe men. Α- for what 
was done before I was born, thou knoweft beft as not 
learning them by report, but feeing them, and being prefent 
with them when they were donc:;. but for what has beer 
done of lafe, and which- thefe men although they know 
them well enough, unjuftly pretend to fufpett, be thou my 
witnefs. WhenI lived a private quiet life, I left thofe 
good things, which by my own diligence, and by thy coun- 
fel, 1 enjoyed with Raguel my father-in-law, and I gave 
my felf up to this people, and underwent many mifcries on 
their account. I alfo bore great labours, at firft, in order to 
obtain liberty for them, and now 1n order to their prefervae 
tion ; and have always fhewed mylelf ready to afift them 
I every diftrefs οἵ their. Now therefore, fince I am fuf- 
petled by thofe very men whofe being is owing to my la- 


- hours, come thou as it is reafonable to hope thou wilt > 


thou, I fay, who fhewedft me that firft at mount Sinai, and 
madeft me to hear its voiee, and to fee the feveral wonders 
which that place afforded me ; thou who communcell me to 
goto Egypt, and declare thy will to this people ; thou whe 
difturbedft the happy eftate of the Egyptians, and gaveft us 
the opportunity of flying away from our flavery under 
them, and madeft the dominion of Pharaoh interior to my 
dominion ; thou who didft make the fea.dry land for us., 
when we knew not whither to go, and didft overwhelm the 

gy ptians with thofe deftruétive waves which had been di- 
vided tor us; thou who didft beftow upon us the fecurity 
of weapons when we were naked ; thou who didft make the 
fountains that were corrupted to flow ἴο as to be fit for drink- 


‘ang, and didft furnifh us with water that came out of the 


rocks, when we were in the greateft want of it; thou who 
didft preferve our lives with quails, | which was food fron 
HYailed us; thou wlo 
didft fend us fuch food from heaven as had never been feen 
before ; thou who didft fuggeft to us the knowledge of thy 
laws, and appoint us a form of government; come thou, _ 
I fay, O Lord of the whole world, and that as fuch a judge 
and a witnefs to me as cannot be bribed, and fhew how 1 
have never admitted of any giftagainft juftice from any of 
the Hebrews ; and have never condemned a poor man that 
ought to have been acquitted, on account of one that was 
rich ; and have never attempted to hurt this commonwealth. 
I am now here prefent, and am fuipetted gf a thing the re- 
motef from my intentions, as if I had given the prielthood 
to Aaron, not at thy command, but οὐ οἱ my own favour 
to him, do thou at this time demonftrate, that all things are 
adminiftered by thy providence, and that nothing happens 
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‘* by chance, but is governed by thy will, and thereby attains 
“ itsend ; as alfo demonftrate, that thou takeft care of thofe 
that have done good to the Hebrews; demonftrate this, I 
fay, by the punifhment of Abiram and Dathan, who cone 
demn thee as an infenfible being, and one overcome by my 
‘contrivances, This wilt thou do by infliéting fuch an open 
punifhment on thefe men, who fo madly fly in the tace of 
“ thy glory, as will take them out of the world, not in an or- 
“ dinary manner, but fo that it may appear they do not die 
“ after the manner of other men; Ict that ground on which ' 
“ they tread upon, open about them, and confume them with 
* their families and goods. This will be ademonftration of 
“ thy power to all men ; and this method of their fufferings 
“ will be an inftruction of wifdom for thofe that entertain pro- 
“ ftane fentiments of thee. By this means I thall be tound a 
* good fervant inthe precepts thou haft given by me. But 
* if the calumnies they have raifed againft me be true, mayeft 
“ thou preferve thefe men trom every evil accident, -and 
bring all that deftruction on me which I have imprecated. 
upon them. And when thou haft infli€ted punifhment on 
“ thofe that have endeavoured to deal unjuftly with this peo. 
“ ple, beftow upon them concord and peace. Save this mul. 
** titude that follow thy commandments, and preferve them 
“ free from harm, and let them not partake of the unifhment 
** of thofe that have finned; for thou knoweft thy felf, it is not 
“ juft, that for the wickednefs οἱ thofe men, the whole body 
“οἱ the Ifraelites dhould fuffer pumif{pment.” 

3. When Moles had faid this, with tears in his eyes, the 
ground was moved on a fudden ; and the agitation that fet it 
in motion was like tha: which the wind produces in waves of 
the fea. The people were all affrighted ; and the ground that 
was about their tents funk down, at the great noife, that terri- 
ble found, and carried whatfoever was dear to the feditious in- 
to itfelf, who fo entirely perifhed, that there was not the ledft 
appearance that any mgan had ever been feen there, the earth 
that had opened itfelf about them, clofing again and becomin 
entire as it was before, infomuch that fuch as faw it afterward 
did not perceive that any fuch accident had happened to it. 
Thus did thefe men perifh, and become a demonftration of. 
the power of God. Knd truly, any one would lament them 
not only on account af this calamity that betel them, which 
yet deferves our commiferation but alfo becaufe their kind- 
red were pleafed with their fufferings ; fot they forgot the re- 
lation they bare to them, and at the fight of this fad accident 
approved of the judgment given againft them; and becaufe. 
they looked upon the people about Dathan as peftilent men,, 
they thought they perifhed as fuch, anddid not grieve for 
them. . 

4. And now Mofes called for thofe that contended about the 
priefthood, that trial might be made who fhould be prieft, and 


ἐ 


» 
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that he whofe facrifice God was moft pleafed with might be 
ordained to that funétion. There attended two hundred and 
fifty men, who indeed were honoured by the people, not on- 
ly on account of the power of their anceftors, but alfo on ac- 
count of their own, in which they excelled the others. Aaron 
alfoand Corah came forth, and they all offered incenfe in thofe_ 
cenfors of theirs which they- brought with them, before the 
tabernacle. Hereupon fo great a fire fhone out as no one ever 
faw in any that 1s made by the hand of man, neither in thofe 
eruptions out of the earth that are.caufed by {ubterraneous bur- 
nings nor in fuch fires as arife of their own accord in the . 
woods when the agitation 1s caufed by the trees rubbing one 
againft another, but this fire was very bright, and had a terri- 
ble flame, fuch as is kindled at the command of God; by whofe 
irruption on them, all the company, and Corah himfelf, were 
* deftroyed,.and this fo entirely, that their very. bodies left no 
remains behind them. Aaron alone was preferved, and not at 
all hurt by the fire, becaufe it was God that fent the fire to 
burn thofe only who ought to be burned. Hereupon Mofes, 
after thefe men were deitroyed. was defirous that the memory 
of this judgment might be delivered about down to pofterity, 
and that future ages might be acquainted with it; and fo he 
commanded Eleazer, the fon ot Aaron, to put their cenfors 
near the brazen altar, that they might be a memorial to pofter- 
ity of what thefe men fuffered, for fuppofing that the power 
of God might be eluded. And thus Aaron was now no lon- 
er efteemed to have the priefthood by the favour of Mofes, 
ut by the publick judgment of God; and thus he and his 
children peaceably enjoyed the honour afterward. 


CHAP. IV. 


What happened to the Hebrews during thirty-eight years in the 
Wilderne/s. 


§ 1. OWEVER, this fedition was fo far from ceafing 

| A upon this deftruétion, that it grew much ftronger, 
and became more intolerable. And the occafion of its growing 
worfe was of that nature, as made it likely the calamity would 
never ceafe, but laft for a long time ; for the men believing 
already that nothing is done without the providence of ‘God, 
would have it that thefe things came thus to pafs not without 
God’s favour to Moles ; they therefore laid the blame upon 
him, that God was fo angry, and that this happened not fo 


* It appears here, and from the Samaritan Pentateuch, and, in effe&, from the 
Platmift, as alfo from the apoftolical conftitutions, from Clement's firft epittle to 
the Corinthians, from Ignatius’s epiftie to the Magnefians, and from Eufebius, that 
Corah was not {wallowed up with the Reubenites, but burnt with the Levites of 

_ his owntribe. See Effay on the aan nae p- 64, 6g. 
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laid that hatred alide, and began to ἃ 
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much hecaufe of the wickednefs of thofe that were punifhed, 
as becaufe Motes procured the punifhment ; and that thefe 
men had been deftroyed withoutany finot theirs, nly becaufe 
they were zealous about the divine worfhip; as alfo that he 
who had been the caufe of this diminution of the people, by - 
deftruying fo many men, and thofe the moft excellent of them 
all, befides his etcaping any punifhment himfelf, had now giv- 
en the priefthood to his brother fo firmly, that nobody could 
any longer difpute it with him; for no one elfe, to be fure, 
could now putin for it, fince he muft have feen thofe that firft 
did {9 to have miferably perifhed.. Nay, befides this the kin- 
dred’of thole that were deftroyed made great intreaties to the 
multitude to abate the arrogance of Mofes, becaufe it would be 
Ταῖς for them fo to do. 

2. Now Mofes, upon his hearing for a good while that the ° 
people were tumultuous, was afraid that they would attempt 
{ome other innovation and that fome great and fad calamity 
would be the confeqyence, he called the multitude, to a con- 
gregation, and patiently heard what apology they made for 
themfelves, without oppofing them, and this left he fhould 1π|- 
bitter the multitude ; he only defired the heads ot the tribes to 
bring their * rods, with the names ot their tribes infcribed up- 
on them, and that he fhould receive the priefthood in whofe 


τοὰ God fhould give a fign.. Thi’ was agreed to. So the ref 


brought their rods, as did Aaron alfo, who had written the tribe 
of Levion his rod. Vhefe rods Mofes taid up in the taberna- 
cle ot God. On the next day he brought out the rods, which 
were known from one another by thofe who brought them, 
they having diftinéily noted them, as had the multitude alfo ; 
and as to the reft, in the fame form Mofes had received them 
in that they faw them ftill, butthey alfo faw buds and branches 
grown out of Aaron's rod. with ripe fruits upon them ; they 
were almonds, the rod having been cut out of thattree. The 
peop!e were fo amazed at this ftrange fight, that though Moles. 
and Aaron were before under {ome degree of hatred, they now 

Smire the judgment of 
God concerning them; fo that hereafter they applauded what 
God had decree.|, and permitted Aaron to enjoy the priefthood: 


peaceably. And thus God ordained him pricft three feveral 


times ; and he retained that honour without turther difturbance. 
And hereby tis [edition of the Hebrews, which had been a 
great one, and had lafted a great while, was at laft compofed. 
3. And now Mofes, becaufe the tribe of Levi was made 
free from war, and warlike expeditions, and was fet apart for 


‘the divine worthip, leaft they fhould want and feek after the 


neceflaries of life, and fo negle€t the temple, commanded the 


* Concerning thele twelve rods of the twelve tribes of Ifrael, fee St Clement’s 


account, much larger than our Bibles, 1 Epift. aa is Jofephus’s prefent acccant 
in tome mealure larger alfo,. mse $45 Jotep P 
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Hebrews, according to the will of God, that when they fhould 
ain the poffeffion of the land of Canaah, they fhould afhgn 
orty eight good and fair cities to the Levites ; and permit 

them to enjvy their fuburbs, as far as the limit of two thoufand 

cubits would extend from the walls οἵ the city. And _ befides 
this, he appointed that the people fhould pay the tythe of thetr 
annual fruits of the earth, both to the Levies, and to the 

niefts, And this is what that tribe receives of the multitude ; 

But think it neceffary to fet down what is paid by all pecul._ 

jarly tu the priefts. _ 

4. Accordingy] he commanded the Levites to yield up to 
the prieits thirteen of their forty-eight cities, and to fet apart 
for them the tenth part of the tythes which they every year 
secvive of the people ; as alfo, that it was but juft to offer to 

God the firft fruits of the entire product of the ground ; and 

that they fhould offer the firft born of thofe four-tooted beafts 

that are appointed for facrifices. if itbe a male, to the priefts, 
to be flain, that they and their entire families, may eat them in 
the holy city ; but that the owners of thofe firll born which 
are not appointed for facrifices in the laws of our country, 
fhould biing a ihekel anda half in their ftead; but for the 
firft-born of a man, five fhekels ; that they fhould alfo have 
the hril fruits out of the fhearing of the fhcep ; and that when 
any baked bread .orn, and made loaves ot it, they fhould give 
{oumewhat of what they had baked to them. Moreover, when 
any have made a facred vow, I mean thule that are called Naz- 
arites, that tuffer their hair to grow long, and ule no wine, 
when they * confecrate their hair, and Ofer it for a facrifice, 
they are to allot that hair tor the priefls, [to be thrown into 
the fire.| Such alfo as dedicate themfelves to God, asa cor- 
ban, which denotes what the Greeks cail a gift, when they are 
defirous of being freed from that miniftration, are to lay down 
moncy tor the priefts; thirty fhekels, if it be a woman, and 
fitty if it be aman; but if any betoo poor to pay theappoint- 
ed fum, it fhall be lawtul for the priefts to determine that fum 

a they think fit. Amd if any flay beafts at home fora private 

fcftival. but not for a religious one, they are obliged to bring 

‘the maw, and the cheek, [or breaft, | and the right fhoulder of 

the facrifice, tothe priefts. With thefe Mofes contrived that 

the priefts fhould be plentifully maintained befides what they 
had out of thofe offerings for fins, which the people gave 
them, as I have fet τ down in the loregoing book. He alfo 
ordered, that out of every thing allotted for the priefts, their 
fervants, [their fons, | their daughters, and their wives, fhould 
partake, as well as themfelves, excepting what came to them 
out οἱ the facrifices that were offered tor’fins; for of thofe 
none but the males of the family of the priefts might eat, and 


Φ Grotins on Numb. vi. 18. takes notice, that the Greeks alfo, as well as the 
jews, furtimes confeérated the hair of their heads to the gods, 
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this in the temple alfo, and that the fame day they were offered. 

ς. When Mofes had made thele conftitutions, after the fedi- 
tion was over, he removed, together with the whole army, and 
came to the borders of Idumea. He then fent ambaffadors ta. 
the king of the Idumeans; and defired him to give him ἃ paf- 
{age through his country and agreed to fend him what hofta- 
ges he thould defire, to fecure him from any injury. He. de- 
tired him alfo, that he would allow his army liberty to buy 
provifiens ; and, if he infifted upon it,, he would pay downa 
price for the very water they fhould drink. Butthe king was 
not pleafed with this ambaflage from Mofes ; nor did he allow 
a pailage for the army but brought his people armed to meet 
Moles, and to hinder them, in cafe they fhould endeavour to 
. force their paflage. Upon which Mofes confulted God by 
the oracle, who would not have him begjn the war firft; and 
fo he withdrew his forces, and travelled round about through 
the wildernefs. CS 

6. Then it was that Miriam, the fifter of Mofes, came to her. 
end, having completed * her fortieth year fince fhe left Egy pt, 
on ἡ the.firl day of the lunar month Xanthicus. They then 
made a public tuneral tor her, αἱ ἃ great expence. She was 
buried upon a certain mountain which they call Sen ; and 
when they had mourned tor-her thirty days, Mofes purified 
the people after this manner. He brought an heifer, that had 
never been uled to the plough, or to huibandry ; that was 
complete in all its parts and entirely of a red colour, at a litthe 
diftance from the camp, into a place perfe€tly clean. This 
heifer was [lain by the high prieft, and her blood f{prinkled 
with his inper, feven times, before the tabernacle ot God ; 
altér this, the entire heiter was burnt in that ftate, together 
with its {kin and entrails, and they threw cedar wood, and hy- 
fop, and {carlet wool, into the midft of fire; then a clean 
man gathered all her afhes together, and laid them ina place 
pertecily ciean. When theretore any perfons were defiled by © 
a dead body, they put a little ot thefe afhes into {pring water, 
with hyfop, and dipping part of thefe afhes in it, they {prink- 
led them with it, both on the third day, and on the feventh, 
and after that they were clean. This he enjoined them to do 
alfo when the tribes ihould come into their own land. 

7. Now when this purification, which their leader made 
upon the mourning for his fifter, as it has been now defcribed, 
was over, he cauled the army to remove and to march throughs 


* Jofepbus here ufes this phrafe, when the fortieth year was completed, for 
when it was begun ; as dues St. Luke, when the day of Pentecoit was completed, 
Ads ii. 1. - 

+ Whether Miriam died, as Jofephus’s Greek capies imply, onthe ff day of 
the month, may be doubted, becauic the Latin copies fay, it was on the πιά, and 
to jay the Jewith calanders alfvu, as Dr. Bernard.aifures us. It is faid her jepul- 
chre is ftill extant near Petra, the old cypital city of Arabia Peiraa, at this day ; aa 
al:o that of Aaron, not far of. 
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the wildernefs, and through Arabia. And when he came toa 

lace whom the Arabians efteem their metropolis, which was 

ormerly called Arce, but has now the name of Petra, at this 
place, which was encompaffed with igh mountains, Aaron 
went up one of them, in the fight of the whole army, Mofes 
having betore told him that he was to die, for this place was 
over againitthem. He put off his pontifical garments, and 
delivered them to Eleazar his fon, to whom the high prief- 
hood belonged, becaufe he was the elder brother, and died 
while the multitude looked upon him. He died in the fame 
year wherein he joft his fifter, having lived in all an hundred 
and twenty and three years, He died on the firft day of that 
lunar month which is called by the Athenians Hecatomécon, 
by the Macedonians Lous, but by the Hebrews, Adda. 


CHAP. V. 


How Mofes conquered Sihon and Og, kings of the Amorites, 
and defiroyed their whole army, and then divided thar land by 
lot to two tribes and an hal} of the Mebrews. 


ᾷ x. TBE people mourned for Aaron thirty days ; and 

when this mourning was over, Mofes removed the 
army from that place, and came to the river Arnon, which if- 
fuing out of the mountains of Arabia, and running through 
all that wildernefs, fell into the lake Afphaltitis, and became 
the‘limit between the Jand of the Moabites, ana the land of 
the Amorites. This land is fruitful and fufficient to maintain 
a great number of men, with the good things it produces. 
Moles therefore fent meflengers to Sihon the king of this 
country, defiring that he would grant his army a palfage up- 
on what fecurity he fhould pleafe ‘to require; he prcmifed 
that he fhould be no way injured, neither as to that country 
which Sihon governed, nor as to its inhabitants ; and that he 
would buy his provilfions at fuch a price as fhould be to their 
advantage, even though he fhould defire τὸ fell them their ve- 
ry water. But Sihon refufed his offer, and put his army in- 
to battle array » and was preparing every thing in order to hine 
der their pafling over Arnon. 

2. When Mofes faw that the Amorite king was difpofed to 
enter upon hoftilities with them, he thought he ought not to 
bear that infult ; and determining to wean the Hebrews trom 
their indolent temper. and prevent the diforders which arofe 
thence, which had been the occafion of their former fedition, 
(norindeed were they now thoroughly eafy in their minds) he 
enquired of God whether he would give him leave to fight? 
Which when he had done, and God alfo promifed him the 
vidtory, he was himfelf very courageous, and ready to pro- 
ceed to fighting, Accordingly he encouraged the foldiers ; 
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and he defired of them that they would take the pleafure of 
fighting, now God gave them leave foto do. They then up- 
on the receipt of this commiflion, which they fo much longed 
for, put on their whole armour, and fet about the work without 
dclay. But the Amorite king was not now like to himfelf 
when the Hebrews were ready to attack him, but both he him. 
{elf was affrighted at the Hebrews, and his army, which be- 
fore had fhewed themfelves ta be of good courage, were then 
found to be timorous; fo they could not fuftain the firft onfet, 
nor bear up agai {it the Hebrews, but fled away, as thinking 
this would afford them a more likely way for their efcape than 
fighting, for they depended upon their cities, which were 
flrong, trom which get they reaped no advantage when they 
were torced to fly to them ; for as foon as the Hebrews faw 
them giving ground, they immediately purfued them clofe ; 
and when they had broken their ranks, they greatly terrified 
them, and fome of them broke off from the yell, and ran away 
to the cities. Now the Hebrews purfued tnem brifkly, and , 
obftinately perfevered in the Jabours they had already under- 
gone ; and being veryefkilful in flinging, and very dexterous 
in throwing of darts, or any thing elfe of that kind ; and alfo 
having on nothing but light armour, which made them quick 
in the puriuit, they overtook their enemies; and for thofe 
that were moft remote and could not be overtaken, they 
- reached them by their flings and their bows, fo that many 
were flain ; and thofe that efcaped the flaughter were forely 
wounded and thefe were more diftrefled with thirft{ than with 
any of thofe that fought againdt them, for it was the fummer 
feafon, and when the gieateft number of them were brought 
down to the river out of a defire to drink ; as alfg, when oth- 
ers fled away by troops, the Hebrews came round them, and 
fhot at them, fo that what with darts, and what with arrows, 
they made a flaughter of them all. Sihon allo their king was 
flain. Sothe Hebrews {poiled ihe dead bodies, and took their 
prey. The land alfo which they took was full of abundance 
-of fruits, and the army went all.over it without tear and fed 
their cattle upon it, and they touk the enemy’s prifoners, for 
they could no way put a flop to them, fince all the fighting 
men were deftroy ed. Such was the deftruftion which over- 
took the Amorites, who were neither fagacious in counfel 
nor courageous in a€tion. Hereupon the Hebrews took pof. 
feffion of their land which is a country fituate between three 
rivers and naturally refembling an illand, the river Arnon be- 
ing its fouthern limit ; the river Jabbok determining its north- 
ern fide, which running into Jourdan lofes its own name, and 
takes the other, while Jordan itfelf runs along by it, on its 
weltern coaft. © 
3. When matters were come to this ftate, Og, the king of 
Gilead and Gaulanitis. feil upon the Ifraelites. He brought 
an army with him, and came in δῆς to the affiftance of bis 
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friend Sihon. But though he found him already flain yet 
did he refolve ftill to come and fight the Hebrews, fuppofing 
he fhould be too hard for them, and being defirous to try their 
valour ; but failing in his hope, he was both himfelf flain in 
the battle, and all his army was deftroyed. So Mofes paffed 
over the river Jabbok, and over-ran the kingdom ot Og. He 
overthrew their cities and flew all their inhabitants, who yet 
exceeded in riches all the mer in that part of the continent on 
account οἱ the goodnefs of the foil, and the great quantity of 
his wealth. Now Og had very few equals, either in the 
fargenefs of his body, or handfomenefs of his appearance. He 
was alfo a man of great activity, in the ufe of his hands, fo 
that his ations were not unequal to the vaft largenefs, and hand- 
fome appearance of his body. And men could eafily guefs 
at his ftrength and magnitude when they took his bed at Rab- 
bath, the royal city of the Ammonites; its ftru&tare was of 
iron, its breadth four cubits, and its length a cubit more than 
double thereto. ‘ However, his fall did not only improve the 
circumftances of the Hebrews for the prefent, but by his death 
he was the occafion of further good fuccefs to them; for they 
prefently took thofe fixty cities which were encompaffed 
with excellent walls, and had been fubje& to him. and all got 
both in general and in particular a great prey. 


CHAP. VI. 
Concerning Balaam the Prophet, and what hind of man he was. 


4 1. No” Mofes, when he had brought his army to Jor- 
dan, pitched his camp in the great plain over againtt 
Jericho. This city isa very happy fituation, and very fit tor 
producing palm trees and balfam. And now the Ifraelites be- 
an to be very proud of themfelves, and were very eager for 
hting. Mofes then, after he had offered for a few days fac- 
rifices of thankfgiving to God, and feafted the people, fent a 
party of armed men to lay wafte the country of the Midianites, 
and to take their cities. Now the occafion which he took for 
making war upon them was this that follows, 

2. When Balak the king of the Moabites, who had from his 
anceftors a triendfhip ahd league with the» Midianites, faw 
how greatly the Ifraelites were grown, he was much affright- 
ed on account of his own and his kingdom’s danger ; for he 
was not acquainted * with this, that the Hebrews would not 
meddle with any other country, but were to be contented 
with the poffeffion οἵ the land of Canaan, God having torbid- 


5 What Jofephus here remarks is well worth our remark in this place alfo, viz. 
that the Ifraelites were never to meddle with the Moabites or Ammonites, or any: 
ether peopic, but thofe belonging to the land of Canaan, and the countries of Sihom 
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den them to go any farther. So he, with more hafte.than wif- 
dom, refolved to make an attempt upon them by words; but . 
he did not judge it prudent to fight againft them, after the 
had had fuch profperous fucceffes, and even became out of it 
fucceffe» more happy than before, but he thought to hinder 
them, if he could, trom growing greater, and fo he relolved 
to fend ambalffadors to the Midianites about them. Now thefe 
Midianites knowing there was one Balaam, who lived by Eu- 
phrates, and was the greateft of the prophets at that time, and 
one that wasin friendfhip with them, fent fome of their hon. 
ourable princes along with the Ambafladors of Balak, to intreat 
the prophet to come to the ἢ, that he might imprecate curfes 
to the deftruction of the Ifraelites. So Balaam received the 
athbaffadors, and treated them very kindly, and when he had 
fupped, he enquired what was God’s will, and what this mat- 
ter was far which the Midianites intreated him to come to 
them.? But when God oppofed his going, he came to the am- 
baffadors, and told them, that he was himfelf very willing and 
defirous to comply with their requeft, but informed them, that 
God was oppolite to his intentions, even that God who, had 
raifed him to great reputation on account of the truth of his , 
predictions, for that this army, which they intreated him to 
come to curfe, was in the favour of “God; on which account 
he advifed them to go home again, and not to perfift in their 
enmity againft the Ifraelites ; and when he had given them 
that anfwer, he difmiffed the ambaffadors. 

2. Now the Midianites, at the earheft inftances, and fervent 
entreaties of Balak, fent other ambaffadors to Balaam, who de- 
firing to gratify the men, enquired again of God ; but he was 
difpleafed at this * [fecond ] trial, and bid him by no means to 
contradiét the ambaffadors. Now Balaam did not imagine 
that God gave this injun&tion in order to deceive him, fo he 
went along with the ambaffadors ; but when the divine angel 
met him in the way, when he was ina narrow paffage, and 
hedged in with a wall on both fides, the afs on which Balaamn 
rode, underitood that it was a divine fpirit that met him, and 


and Og heyond Jordan, as far as the defart and Euphrates, and that therefore no o= 
ther people had reafon to fear the conquefts of the Tiraelites ; but that thofe coun~ 
tries given them by God, were their proper and peculiar portion among the na- 
tions, and that ail who endeavoured to dilpoffefs them might ever be juftly de- 
ftroyed by thetn. 

* Note, that Jofephus never fuppofes Balaam to be an idolater, nor to feek ido- 
latrous enchantments, or to prophecy fallely, but to be no other than an ill-dilpofed 
prophet of the true God ; and intimates that God’s anfwer the fecond time, per- 
mitting him to go, was ironical, and on de.ign that he fhould be deceived, (which 
fort of deception, hy way of puuiihment fur former crimes, Jofephus never fcru- 
ples to admit, as ever efteeming uch wicked men juftly and providentially deceive 
ed). But perhaps we had better kcep here clote to the text, which jays, Numb, 
xxiii. 20, 21. that God only permitt.d Balaam to go along withthe ambafladors, in 
eafe they came and called him, ot poutively inGited on his going along with them, 
on any terms ; whereas Balaam feems out of ‘inmpatience to have rifen up in the. 
morning, atid faddied hisafs, and rather to have tailed them, than flayed for their 
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thruft Balaam to one of the walls, wxhout regard to the ftripes 
which Balaam, when he was hurt by the wall, gave her; but 
when the afs, upon the angel’s continuance to diftrefs her, and 
upon the firrpes which were given her, fell down, by the 
will of God fhe made ufe of the voice of a man, and com- 
lained of Balaam, as afting unjuilly to her; that whereas 
Fre had no tault to find with her in her tormer fervice to him, 
he now infli€ed ftripes upon her, as not underltanding that 
the was hindered from ferving him in what he was now go- 
ing about, by the providence of God.’ And when he was 
diflurbed by reafon of the voice of the afs, which was that of 
a man, the angel plainly appeared to him and blamed him 
tor the ftripes he had given his afs; and informed him that 
the brute creature was not in fault, but that he was himfelf 
come to obftruét his journey, as being contrary to the will of 
God. Upon which Balaam was afraid, and was preparing to 
return back again, yet did God excite him to go on his in- 
tended way ; but added this imjunétion, that he fhould de- 
clare nothing but what he himfelf thould fuggeft to his mind. 
4. When God had given him this charge, he came to Ba- 
jak ; and when the king had entertained him ina magnifi- 
cent manner, he defired him to go to one of the mountains to 
take a view ot the ftate of the camp of the Hebrews. Balak 
himfelf alfo came to the mountain and brought the prophet a- 
Jong with him, witha royal attendance. This mountain Jay 
over their heads and was diftant fixty furlongs from the camp. 
Now when he faw them, he defired the king to build him fe- 
ven altars and to bring him as many bills and rams: to 
which defire the kin did prefently conto:m.: He then flew 
the facrifices, and offered them as burnt offerings, that he 
might obferve fome fignal of the flight of the Hebrews, 
Then faid he, ““ Happy is this people on whom God beftows 
** the poffeflion of innumerable good things, and grants them 
** his own providence to be their affiftant and their guide ; fo 
** that there ig not any nation among mankind but you will 
* be efteemed fuperior to them in virtue and in the earneft 
““ profecution of the beft rules of life, and of fuchas are pure 
“ from wickednefs and will leave thofe rules to your excel- 
** lent children, and this out of the regard that God bears to 
ou, and the provifion of fuch things for you as may ren- 

“s der you happier than any other people under the fun. You 
* {hall retain that land to which he hath fent you, and it, fhall 
4. ever be under the command of your cmldren ; and both all 
““ the earthas well as the feas fhall be filled with your glory ; 
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ealling him ; {fo zealous does he feem to have been for his reward of divination, his 
wazses of unrighteoufne/s, Num. xxii. 7, 17, 18, 37.2 Pot. ti,ig Judes, 13. which 
reward or wages the truly relizious prophets of God never required, nor accepted, 
as our Jofephus juftly takes notice ia.the cafes of Samuel, Antiq. B. V ch. iv. αὶ 1. 
and Daniei, Antig B. X.ch. xi. § ἡ. Secalfo Gen, xiv. 22, 22. 2 Kings v. 1, 
16, 26, 27. and A&e viii. 18 —24. 
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* and you fhall be fufficiently numerous to {upply the world 
in general, and every region of it in particular, with inhab- 
itants out of your flock. However,‘O bleffed army ! won- 
der that you are become fo many from one father ; and tru- 
ly the land of Canaan can now hold you, as being yet com- 
* paratively few ; but know ye that the whole world is pro- 

pofed to be your place of habitation forever. The multi- 
tude of your pofterity alfo fhall live as well in the iflands, 
as on the continent, and that more in number than are the 
“ ftars of heaven. And when you are become fo many, 
God will ποῖ relinquifh the care of you, but will afford you 
an abundance of all good things in time of peace, with vic- 
tory and dominion in time of war. May the children of 
“ your‘enemies have an inclination to fight againft you ; ἀπ 
may they be fo hardy as to come toarms, and to affault you 
in battle, for they will not return with vi€tory ; nor wilk 
their return be agreeable to their children and wives. To 
fo great’a degree of valour will you be raifed by the provi- 
dence of God, who is able to diminifh the affluence of 
“ fome and to fupply the wants of others.” 

ς. Thus did Balaam {peak by infpiration, as not being im 
his own power, but moved to fay what he did by the divine 
{pirit. But when Balak was difpleafed, and faid he had brok- 
en the contraét he had made whereby he was to come, as he 
and his confederates had invited him, by the promife of great 
prefents ; for whereas he came to curfe their enemtes he had 
made an encomium upon them, and had declared that the 
were the happieft of men. To which Balaam replied: ‘“ ὦ 
“ Balak, if thourighly confideredft this wholematter,canft thou 
** fuppofe that it 15 in our power to be filent, or to fay any 
** thing when the fpirit of God feizes upon us ? for he puts 
fuch words as he pleafes in our mouths and fuch difeourfes 
as we are not ourfelves confcious of. J well remember by 
what intreaties both you and the Midianites fo joyfully 
brought me hither, and on that account I took this jour- 
ney. Itwasmy prayer that I might not put any affront up- 
on you, as to what you delired of 'me ; But God is more 
powerful than the purpofes I had made to ferve you, for 
thofe that take upon them to foretel the affairs of mankind, 
as fiom their own abilities, are entirely unable to do it, oF 
toforbearto utter what God fuggelts to them, or to offer 
violence to his will ; forwhen he prevents us, and enters 
into us, nothing that we fay is our own. I then did not 
intend to praife this army, nor to go over the feveral godd 
things which God intended to do to their race, but fince 
he was fo favourable to them and fo ready to beftow upon 
them an happy life, and eternal glory, he fuggefted the de- 
claration of thofe things to me. But now, becaufe it ismy 
defire to oblige thee thytell, as well as the Midianites, 
whofc entreaties it is not cecent for me to rejeét, go to, let 
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“* us again rear other altars and offer the like facrifices that we 
“4 did before ; that I may fee whether I can perfuade God to 
** permit me to bindthefe men with curfes.’”’ Which, when 
Balak had agreed to, God would not even upon * fecond fa- 
crifices content to his curfing the Ifraelites. Then tell Ba- 
Jaam upon his faceand foretold what calamities would befall 
the feveral kings of the nations, and the moft eminent cities, 
fome of which of old were not fo much as inhabited ; which 
events have come to pafs among the feveral people concerned 
both in the foregoing ages, and in this, till my own memory 
both by fea and by land. From which completion of all thefle 
prediétions that he made, one may eafily guefs that the reft 
will have their completion in time to come. 

. ©. But Balak being very angry that the Ifraelites were not 
curfed, fent away Balaam without thinking him worthy of 
any honour. hereupon, when he was juft upon his jour- 
ney, inorder topafs the Euphrates, he tent tor Balak. and 
dor the princes of the Midianites and fpake thus to them: ‘ ,O 
“ Balak, and you Midiamites that are here prefent (for ] am 
obliged, even without the will of God, to gratify you) it is 
true no entire deftruétion can feize upon the nation of the 
“ Hebrews, neither by war, nor by plague, nor by fcarcity 
« of the fruits of the earth, nor can any other unexpected ac- 
** cident be their entire ruin; for the ‘providence of God is 
“© concerned to preferve them from fuch a misfortune, nor 
will it permit any fuch calamity to come upon them where- 
by they may all] perifh ; but fome {mali misfortunes, and 
thofe fora fhort time, whereby they may appear to be 
brought low, may ftill befal them ; but after that they will 
flounlh again, to the terror of thofe that brought thole m1f- 
chiefs uponthem. Sothat if you have a mind to gain a vic- 
tory over them fora fhort fpace of time, you will obtain it 
by following my direétions. Do you therefore fet out the 
handfomeft of fuch of your daughters as are moft eminent 
for beauty, and proper to force and conquer the modefty 
of thofe that behold them, and thefe decked and trimmed to 
the higheft degree you are able. Then do you fend them 
to be near the Ifraelite’s camp ; and give them in charge, 
that when the young men of the Hebrews defire their.com- 
pany, they allow itthem ; and when they fee that they are 
enamoured of them. let them take their leaves, and if they 
entreat them to ftay, let them not give their confent tillthey 
have perfuaded them to leave off their obedicnceto their own 
laws, and the worfhip οἵ that. God who eftablithed them, 
and to worfhip the gods of the Midianites and Mouabites, tor 
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* Whether Jofephus had in his copy but two attempts of Balaam in all to curfe 
1 {rael, or whether by this his twice offering facrifice, he meant twice befide that ΠΡ 
time already mentioned, which yet is not very probable, cannot now be certainly 
determined. In the mean time, all other copics have three {ach attempts to Ba- 
laam to curfe them in the prelent hifforv. 
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“ by this means, God will beangry *atthem.” According- 
ly, when Balaam had fuggefted this couniel to them, he went 
his way. | 
4. So when the Midianites had fent their daughters, as Ba- 
laam had exhorted them. the Hebrew yourg men were al:ur- 
ed by their beauty and came ty difcourfe with them, and be- 
fought them not to giudge them the€njoyment a! their beau- 
ty, nor to deny them their converfation. Thefe daughters of 
the Midianites received their words gladly and coufented to 
it, and ftaid with them ; but when they had brought them to 
be enamoured of them, and their inclinatigns to them were 
grown to ripenels, they began to think of departing from 
‘ them, then it was that thefe men became greatly diconfolate 
at the women’s departure, and they were urgent with them 
not to leave them, but begged they would continue there and 
‘become their wives ; and they promifed them they fhould be 
owned as miftreffes of all they had. This they faid with an 
oath ; and called God for the arbitrator of what they pro- 
miied ; and this with tears in their eyes. and all other fuch 
marks of concern as might fhow how iniferable they thought 
themfelves without them, and fo might move their compaf- 
fion for them. So the women, as foun as they perceived they 
had made them their flaves, and had caught them with their 
converfation, began to {peak thus to them : 
8. ** O you illuflrious young men! we have houfes of our 
** own at home and great plenty af good things there, together 
** with the natural atlettionate love ot our parents and triends, 
nor is it out of our want of any fuch things that we come 
to diicourfe with you, nor did we admit of your invitation 
with defign to proftitute the beauty of our body tor gain, 
but taking you tor brave and worthy men, we agreed to 
your requeit, that we nnght treat you with fuch honours as 
hofpitaliy required. And now feeing you fay that you 
have a gieat affection for us, and are troubled when you 
think we are departing, we are not averfe to your entrea. 
ties ; and it we may receive fuch affurance of your good- 
will as we think can be alone {ufficient, we will be glad to 
Jead our lives with you as your wives, but we are afraid 
that you will in time be weary of our company and will 
then abufe us, and fend us back to our parents, after an 
ignominious icanner; and they defired that they would ex- 
cufe them in their guarding againft that dunger.” Hut the 
young men profelled they would give them any afiurance 
they thould defire ; nor did they at all contraditt what they 
requeited, {o great was the paflion they had for them. “ Ik 
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* This grand maxiin, that God’s people of Mrael could never be hurt nor de- 
flroyed, but by drawing them to hn agaiuit God, appears tu be true by the entire 
hiftory of that peup.e, beth inthe Bible, and in Jolephus, and is often taken nor 
tice of in them both. Seein paiticulara mo remackable Arnmonite teftumony 
te this purpole, Judith v. 5—a 


« 


Chap. VI.] ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 178 
“ then, faid they, this be your refolution, fince you make ufe 
of fuch * cuftoms and conduét of life as are entirely differ- 
ent from all other men, infomuch that your kinds of food 
are peculiar to vourlelves, and your kinds of drink not 
common to others, it will be abfolutely neceffary, if you 
would have us tor your wives, that you do withal worfhip 
our gods., Norcan there be any other demonftration of the 
kindnefs which you fay you already have, and promife to 
have hereafter to us, than this, that you worfhip the fame 
gods that we do; for has any one reafon to complain that 
how you are come into this country, you fhould worfhip 
the proper gcds of the {ame country ; e{pecialiy while our 
gods are common to all mén, and yours fuch as belong to . 
4“. nobody elfe but yourfelves.” Sothey faid they mutt either 
come into fuch methods of divine worfhip as all others came 
anto, or elfe they muit look out tor another world, wherein 
they may hve by themfelves, according to their own laws. 

. Now the young men were induced by the fondnefs they 
had for thefe women, to think they {pake very well, fo the 
gave themfelves up to what they periuaded them, and trant 
grefled their own laws; and fuppoiing there were many gods, 
and refolving that they would facrifice to them according to 
the laws of that country which ordained them, they both were 
delighted with their itrange tood, and went on to do every thing 
that the women would Lave them do, though in contradi¢tion 
to their own laws; fo tar indeed that fhis tranfgreflion was 
already gone through the whole army of the young men, and 
they tell into a {edition that was much worle than the former, 
ana intu danger of the entire abolition of their own inititutions ; 
for when once the youth had tafted of thefe flange cuftoms, 
they went with infatiable inclinations into them ; and even 
where fome of the principal men were illuftrious on account 
of the virtues of their fathers, they alfo were corrupted togeth- 
er with the reft, 

Io. Even Zimri, the head of the tribe of Simeon, accompa- 
nied with Cozbi; a Midianitilh woman, who was the daughter 
of Sur, aman of authority in that country ; and being defired 
by his wife to difregard the law of Mofes, and to follow thofe 
fhe was ufed to, he complied with her, and this both by facri- 
ficing a!ter a manner diferent trom his own, and by taking a 
ftranger to wife, When things were thus, Moles was alraid 
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4. What Jofephus here puts into the mouths of thefe Midianite women, who 
eame to entice the Israelites to lewdnefs and idolatry, viz. that their worthip of the 
God of Ifracl, in oppofition to their idol gods, implied their living according to 
the holy laws which the true God had given them by Mofes, in oppolfition to thofe 
ianpure laws which were oblerved under their falfe gods, well delerves our con- 
fiueration ; and gives usa fubftantial realon fur the great concera that was ever 
fhewed under th law of Moles, to preterve the liraelites from idolatry, and in the 
waurthip of the true God, it being of ne lels coniequence then, whether God's peo- 
pic thould Le governed by the holy laws of the true God, or by the impure-laws, 
aerived from demons, under the Pagan idolatry. ΝΞ 
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that matters would grow worfe, and called the people to a 
congregation, but then acculed nobody by name, as unwil- 
ling to drive thofe into defpair who, by lying concealed, 
might come to repentance ; but he faid, “"“ That they did not 
‘“* do what was either worthy of themfelves, or of their fathers, 
by preterring pleafure to God, and to the living according 
to his will; that it was fit they fhould change their courfes, 
while their affairs were {till in a -good {tate ; and think that 
to be true fortitude which offers not violence to their laws, 
** but that which relifts their lufts. And befides that, he faid, 
it was not a reafonable thing, when they had hved foberly 
in the wildernefs, to at madly now they were in profperi- 
ty ; and that they ought not to lofe, now they have abun- 
dance, what they had gained when they had little.’ And 
fo did he endeavour, by laying this to corrett the young men, 
tu bring them to repentance for what they had done. 

11, But Zimri arofe up after him, and faid, ** Yes indeed, 
“ Mofes, thou art at liberty to make ufe ot fuch Jaws as thou 
art fo tond of, and haft, by accuftoming thyfelf to them, 
made them brm; otherwife, it things had not been thus, 
thou haditoften been punifhed betore now, and hadit known 
that the Hebrews are not ealily put upon ; but thou fhalt 
not have me one ot thy followers in thy tyrannical com- 
mands, for thou doft nothing elfe hitherto, but, under pre- 
tence of laws, and of Ged, wickedly impofe on us flavery, 
and gain dominion to thy felf, while thou depriveft us of 
the {weetnefs of life, which confilts in a€ting according to 
our own wills, and 15 the right of freemen, and of thofe that 
** have no lord over them. Nay, indeed, this man is harder 
upon the Hebrews than were the Egyptians themfelves, as 
pretending to punifh according to his laws every one’s aét- 
** ing whatis moit agreeable tohimiclt ; but thou thy felt bet- 
4“ ter delerveit to futier punifhment, who prefumeft to abolifh 
“4 what every one acknowledges to be what is good for him, 
“ and aimeit to make thy fingle opinion to have more torce 
** than that of all the reft ; and what I now do, and think to 
“ be right, 1 fhall not hereafter deny to be according to my 
“ον fentiments. I have married, as thou fayeft nightly, a 
“. {trange woman, and thou heareft what I do from mylelt as 
“ from one that is free, tor truly I did not intend to conceal 
“. myfelf. lalfo own, that I facrifice to thofe gods to whom 
‘** you do not think fitto facrifice; and I think it right to 
come at truth by enquiring of many people, and not like 
one that lives under tyranny, to fuffer the whole hope of 
“4 my lite to depend upon one man; nor fhall any one find 
44 caufe to rejoice, who declares himfelf to have more author- 
* ity over my actions than myfelf.” 

12. Now when Zimri had faid thefe things, about what he 
and fome others had wickedly done, the people held their 
peace, both out of fear of what-might come upon them, and 
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becaufe they faw that their legiflatur was not willing to bring 
his infolence before the public any farther. or openly to con- 
tend with him, for he avoided that left many fhould imitate 
the impudence of his language, and thereby difturb the riul- 
titude ; upon this the aflembly was diflotved. However, the 
miichievous attempt had proceeded farther, if Zimri had not 
been firft flain, which came to pafs on the following occafion. 
Phineas, a mun in other refpetis better than the reft of the 
young men, and alfo one that furpaffed his contemporaries int 
the dignity of his father, (ior he was the fon of Eleazer the 
high prieft, and the grandfon of [Aaron] Mofes’s brother), 
who was greatly troubled at what was done by Zimri, refolved 
> gn earneft to infli@ punifhment on him, betore his unworthy 
behaviour fhould grow ftronger by impunity, and in order to 
prevent this tranfgreffion from proceeding farther. which would 

appen if the ringleaders were not ounifhed. He was οἵ fo 
great magnanimity, both in ftrength of mind and body, that 
when he undertook any very dangerous attempt, he did hot 
leave it off till he overcame it, and got an entire vi€tory ; fo 
he came into Zimri’s tent and flew him with his javelin, and 
with it he flew Cozbi alfo. Upon which all thofe young men 
that had a regard to virtue, and aimed to do a glorious a€tion, 
imitated Phineas’s boldnefs, and flew thofe that were found τὸ 
be guilty of the fame crime, with Zimri. Accordingly many 
ot thofe that had tranfgreffed perifhed by the magnanimous 
valour of thofe young men ; the reft all perifhed by a plague. 
which diftemper God himfelf infli&ted upon them ; fo that all 
thofe their kindred, who, inftead of hindering them from fuch 
wicked a&tions, as they ought to have done, had perfuaded 
them to go on, were. elteemed by God as partnets in their 
wickednefs, and died. Accordingly there perifhed out of the 
army no fewer than * fourteen [twenty-four] thoufand at thas 
time. 

13. This was the caufe why Mofes was provoked to fend ah 
army to deftroy the Midianites; concerning whichexpedition 
we fhall {peak prefently, when we have firft related what we 
have omitted ; for it is but juft not to pafs over our legiflator’s 
due encemium, on account of his condu& here, becaufe, al- 
though this Balaam. who was fent for by the Midianites to 
curfe the Hebrews, and when he was hindered from doing it 
by divine providence, did ftill {uggeft that advice to them ,by 
making ufe of which our enemies had well nigh corrupted the 
whole multitude of the Hebrews with their wilcs, till fome of 
them were deeply infe‘ted with their opinions, yet did he do 
him great honour, by fetting down his prophecies in writing. 
And while it was in his power to claim this glory to himfellt, 


*® The miftake in all Jofephus's copies, Greek, and Latin, which have here 
fourteen thoufand inftead of twenty four thoufand, is fo flagrant, that our very learmmed 
editors, B.mard and Hud{on, have pyt the latter number dircGly isto the text, 

I chole rather to put itin brackets. 
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and make. men believe they were his own prediftions, there 

being no one that could be a witnefs againft him, and accufe 
him tor fo doing, he ftill gave his atteftation to him and did 
him the honour to make mention of htm on this account. But 
let every one think of thefe matters as he pleafes. 


CHA P, Vil. 
How the Hebrews fought with the’ Midtanites, and overcame 
them. 


4 1. Ne” Mofes fent an army againft the land of Midian, 
7 tor the caufes forementioned, in all twelve thoufand 
taking an equal number out of every tribe, and appointed 
Phineas for their commander; of which Phineas we made 
mention a little before, as he that guarded the laws of the He- 
brews, and had infliGed punifhment upon Zimri when he had 
tranfgreffedthem. Now the Midianites perceived before hand 
how the Hebrews were coming, and ‘would fuddenly be upon 
them, they affembled their army together, and fortified the en- 
trances ito their country, and there awaited the enemy’s com- 
ing. When they were come, and they had joined battle 
with them, an immenfe multitude οἱ the Midianites fell ; nor 
could they be numbered, they were fo very many. And a- 
_.mong them fel] all their kings, five in number, viz. Evi, Zur, 
Reba, Hur and Rekem, who was of the fame name with a ci- 
ty, the chief and capital of all Arabia, which is till now fo 
called, by the whole Arabian nation, Arecem, from the name 
of the king that built it butis by the Greeks called Petra. 
Now when the enemies were difcomfitted, the Hebrews fpoil- 
ed their country and took a great prey, and deftroyed the men 
that were its inhabitants, together with the women; only they 
let the virgins alone, as Mofes had commanded Phinehas to do 
‘ who indeed came back, bringing with him an army that had 
received no harm, and agreat deal of prey; filty-two thou. 
fand beeves, feventy-fivethoufand fix hundred ftheep. fixty- 
thoufand affes, with an immenfe quantity of gold and filver 
furniture, which the Midianites made ufe of in their houfes ; 
for they were fo wealthy that they were very luxurious. 
There were alfo led captive about * thirty-two thoufand vir. 
gins. So Mofes parted the prey into parts and gave one fif- 
tieth part to Eleazar and the two priefts, and another fiftieth 


# [he flauehter of all the Midianite women that had proflituted themielves to 
the lewd Ifraelites. and the preiervation of thofe that had not becn guilty therein ; 
the laft of which were no fewer than 32,000, both bere and Numb, xxxi. 15, 16, 
175 35) 4°. 46, and both by the particular.command of God, are highly remarka- 
ble ; and thew, that even in nations otherwile, for their wickednels, deomed to 
deftruGion, the innocent were jometimes particularly and providentially taken care 
ef, and delivered from that deftru€tion, which directly implies, that it wes the 


® ~ 


Chap. Ἴ.] ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. ΕἼ} 


part to the Levites; and diftributed the reft of the prey among 
the people. After which they lived happily, as having ob- 
tained an abundance of good things by their valour ; and there 
being no mistortune that attended them, or hindered thejr en- 
joy ment of that happinefs. ; 

2. But Μοίες was now grown old, and appointed Jothua 
for his {ucceffor both to receive direétions’ from God as a 
prophet, and for a commander of the army, 1f they fhould at 
any time ftand in need of fuch an one ; and this was done by 
the command ot God, that to him the care of the public thould 
be committed. Now Jofhua had been inftruéted in all thofe 
kinds of learning which concerned the laws, and God himfelf, 
and Mofes had been his inftru€tor. 

3: At this time it was, that the two tribes of Gad and Reu- 
bel, and the half tribe of: Manaffeh, abounded ina multitude of 
cattle, as well as in all other kinds of profperity, whence they 
had a meeting, and in abody came and befought Mofes to 
give them. as their peculiar portion, that land of the Amorites 
which they had taken by right of war, becaufe it was fruitful 
and good for feeding of cattle. But Mboofes fuppofing that 
they were,afraid of fighting with the Canaanites, and invent- 
ed this provifion for their cattle an handfome excufe for a- 
voiding that war, he called them arrant cowards; and faid, 
** They had only contrived a decent excufe for that coward- 
** ice, and that they had a mind to live in Juxury and eafe, 
while all the reft were labouring with great pains to obtain 
** the land they. were defirous to have, and that they were not 
** willing to march along and undergo the remaining hard 
4“. fervice, whereby they were, under the divine promife, to 
** pafs over Jordan and overcome thofe our enemies which 
*“* God had fhewed them, and fo obtain. their land.” But thefe 
tribes when they faw that Mofes was angry with them, and 
when they could not deny but he had a juit caufe to be dif- 

leafed at their petition, made an apology for themfelves ; and 
aid, That ‘‘it was not on account of their fear of dangers, 
* nor on account of their lazinefs, that they made this requeft 


‘wickednefs of the nations of Canaan, and nothin; elfe, that occafioned their exci- 
fion. See Gen. xv. 16. 1 Sam. xv. 18, 93. Condit. Apoft, B. VIII. ch. xii. p. 

o2. In the firft of which places, the realun of the delay of the punifhm-nt of 
the Amorites is given, becaufe their iniquity was not yet full. In the fecond, Saul 
je erdered to.go and deftroy the fingers, the Amalzkites, plainly implying that 
they were therefore to be deftroyed becaule they were finners, and not otherwife. 
In the third, the reafon is given, why king Agag was not to be fpared. viz. be- 
caufe of his former cruelty, as thy fword hath made (the Hebrew) women child 
Jefs, fo fhall thy mother be made childiefs among women by the Hebrews. In 
the laft place tle apoftles, or their amanuenfis Clement, gave this reafon for the 
neceflity of the coming of Chrift, that men had formerly perverted both the pofi- — 
tive law, aod that of nature, and had caft out of their mind the memory. of the 
floed, the burning of Sedom, the plagues of the Egyptians, and the flaughters of the 
inhabitants of Paleftine, as figns of moft amaziag impenitence, aod infeahibility υι- 
dcr the punifhments οὗ hosrid wickednefs. 
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“6 to him, but that they might leave the prey they had gotten 
“ in places of fafety, and thereby might be more expedit and 
* ready to undergo difficulties, and to fight battles.” They 
added this allo, ‘‘ that when they had built cities, wherein 
‘* they might preferve their children, and wives, and poffef- 
** fions, 1f he would beftow them upon them, they would go 
* along with the reft of the army.” Hereupon Moles was 
pleafed with what they faid. So he called ior Eleazer the 
high prieft, and Jofhua, and the chief of the tribes and pers 
initted thefe tribes to poffefs the land of the Amorites ; but up- 
on this condition, that they fhould join with their kinfmen m 
the war, until all things were fettled. Upon which condition 
they took poffeffion of the country, and built them ftrong ci- 
ties, and put into them their children and their wives and 
whatfoever elfe they had that might be an impediment to the 
Jabours of their future marches. 

4. Mofes alfo now built thofe ten cities, which were to be 
of the number of the forty-eight [for the Levites ;] three of 
which he allotted to thofe that flew any perfon involuntarily , 
and fled to them ; and he affigned the fame time tor their ban- 
ifhment with that of the life of that high prieft under whom 
the flaughter and flight happened, after which death of the 
high prieft he permitted the {layer to return home. During 
the time of his exile, the relations of him that was flain, may, 
by this law, kill the manflayer, if they caught him without 
the bounds of the city to which he fled, though this permif- 
fion was not granted to any other perfon. Now the cities 
which were fet apart for this flight were thefe ; Bezer at the 
borders of Arabia ; Ramoth, of the land of Gilead, and Go- 
lan, in the Jand of Bafhan. There were to be alfo, by Mofes’ 
command, three other cities alloted forthe habitation of thefe 
fugitives out of the cities of the Levites, but not till after they 
fhould be in poffeffion of the land of Canaan. 

5. Atthis terme the chief men of the tribe of Manaffeh came 
to Mofes and informed him, that there was an eminent man of 
their tribe dead, whofe name was Zelophehad, whe left no 
mnale children, but left daughters; and afked him, Whether 
thefe daughters might inherit his Jand or not ? He made this 
anfwer, That if they fhall marry into their own tbe, they 
fhall carry their eftate along with them ; but if they difpofe of 
themfelves in marriage to men of another tribe, they fhall leave 
their inheritance in their father’s tribé. And then it was that 
Moles ordained, that every one’s inheritance fhould continue 
im his own tribe. 


Chap. Ν111.}7 ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 179 


CHAP. VIII. ' 
The polity fettled by Mofes ; and how he difappeared from 


among mankind. 


q 1. W HEN forty years were completed, within thirty - 
days, Mofes gathered the congregation together - 
near Jordan, where the city Abila now ftands, a place tull of 
palm-trees ; and all the people being come together, he {pake 
thus to them : : . 

2. “Ογου Ifraelites and fellow-foldiers' who have been 
** partners with mein this long and uneafy journey, fincc it 1s 
** now the will of God, and the courfe of old age, at an hun- 
** dred and twenty, requires it that 1 fhould depart out of this 
“4 life ; and fince God has forbidden me to be a patron or an 
affiftant to you in what remains tobe done beyond Jordan, 
I thought it reafonable not to leave off my endeavours even 
now for your happinefs, but to do my utmoft to procure 
for,y ou the eternal enjoyment of good things, and ἃ memo- 
tial for myfelf, when you hall be in the fruition of great 
plenty and profperity. Come therefore, let me fuggeft to 
you by what means you may.be happy, and may .leave an 
eternal profperous poffeffion thereof to your children after 
you, and then let me thus go out of the world ; and I can- 
not but deferve to be believed by you, both on account of 
the great things I have already done for you, and becaufe, 
when fouls are about to leave the body. they {peak with 
** the fincereft freedom. * O children of Ifrael ! there is but 
one fource of happine/s for all mankind, THE FAVOUR OF 
Gop, for he alone is able to give good things to thofe that 
deferve them, and to deprive thofe of them that fin againtt 
him ; towards whom, if you behave yourfelves according to 
his will and according to what I,who well underftand hismind, 
** do exhort you to, you will both be cftecmed bleffed, and will 
beadmired by allmen; and will never comeinto misfortunes, 
nor ceafe tobe happy; you will then preferve the poffeffion of 
the good things you already have, and will quickly obtain 
thofe that you at prefent are in wantof, only doyou be obedi- 
ent.to thole whom God would have you to follow. Nor, 
do you prefer any other conflitution of government before 
the laws now given you; neither do you difregard that 
way of divine worlhip which you now have, nor change 
it for any other form. And if you do this, you will be the 


* Jofephus here, in this one fentence, fums up his notion of Mofcs’ very long 
and very ferious exhortations in the book of Deuteronomy ; and his wards are fo 
true, and of fuch importance, that they deferve to be hace in conftant rereembrance 
both by Jews and Chriftians ; ‘ © children of Ifract! there is but one fource ef 
6 bappinefs for all mankind, éhe favor of Ged,” 


4 


4 


180 ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. [Book IV. 


moft courageous of all men, in undergoing the fatigues of 
war, and will not be eafily conquered by any of your ene- 
mies ; for while God is prefent with you to ΠΗ you, it is 


τοῦς expeticd that you will be able to defpife the oppofi- 


tion of all mankind ; and great rewards of virtue are propos 
fed for you, if yon preferve that virtue through your 
whole lives. Virtue itfelf is indeed the principal and the 
firft reward, and after that it heftows abundance of others ; 
fo that your exercile of virtue towards other men will make 
your own lives happy, and render you more glorious than 
foreigners can be, and procure youan undif{puted reputa- 
tion with pofterity. Thefe bleflings you will be able to 
obtain, in cafe you hearken to and obferve thofe laws which 
by divine revelation, 1 have ordained for you; that is, in 
cafe you withal meditate upon the wifdom that ts in them. 
Iam going from you myielf, rejoicing in the good things 
you enjoy ; and 1 recommend you to the wife, conduét of 
your law, to'the becoming order ‘of your polity, and ta 
the virtues of your commanders, who will take care of 
what is for your advantage. And that God, who has been 
till now your leader, and by whole good-will ἃ have my- 
felf been ufeful to you, will not put a period now to his 
providence over you, but as long as you defire to haveghim 
y our proteélor, in your purfuits after virtue, fo long will 
you enjoy his care over you. Your hgh _ prieft alfo Elea- 
ΖΔΓ, as ‘well as Jothua, with the fenate and chief of your 
tribes, will go before you and fuggeft the belt advices ta 
you; by following which advices, you will continuc.to be 
happy, to whem do you give ear, without reluétance, as 
fenhible that all fuch as kaow well how to be governed, will 
alfo know how to govern, if they be promoted to that au- 
thority themfelves. And do not you efteem liberty to con. 
fiftin oppofing fush directions as your governors think fit 
to give you for your praélice, as at prefcut indeed you place 


* your liberty in nothing elfe but abuiing your benefattors ; 


which error 1f you can avoid for the time to come, your 
affairs will be in a better condition than they have hitherto 
been. Nor do you ever indulge fuch a degree of paffion 
in thefe matters as you have dftentimes done « hen you have 
been very angry at me; for you know that Ihave been of- 
tener in danger of death from you than from our enemies. 
What I now put you in mind of, is not dune in order to res 
proach you, for I do not think it proper, now I am going 
out of the world, to briny this to ycur remembrance, 1n er- 
der to leave you offended at me, fince at the time when I 
underwent thofe hardfhips trum you, Iwas not angry at 
you, but] do it in ordcr to make you wifer hereatter, and 
toteach you that this will be for your fecurity ; I mean, 
that you never be injurious to thofe that prefide over you, 
even when you are become rich, as you will be toa great 
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“* degree when you have paffed over Jordan, and are in pof- 
“ felfion of the land of Canaan. Since when you fhall have 
δ" once proceeded fo tar by your wealth as to a contempt and 
difregard of virtue, you will alfo forfeit the favour ot God; 
and when you have made him your enemy, you will be 
beaten in war and will have the land which you poffefs ta- 
ken away again from you by your enemies, and this with 
' great reproaches upon your condu&. You will be fcatter- 
ed over the whole world and will, as flaves, entirely fill 
both fea and land ; and when once you have had the ex- 
perience of what I now fay, you will repent and remember 
the laws you have broken, when it is too late. Whence I 
would advife you,-if you intend to preferve thefe laws, to 
leave none of your enemies alive when you have conquer- 
ed them, but to look upon it as tor your advantage to de- 
{troy them all, left it you permit them to live, you tafte of ᾿ 
their manners, and thereby corrupt your own proper infti- 
tutions. 1 alfo do farther exhort you, to overthrow their 
altars, and-their groves, and whatfoever temples they have 
“« amang them, and to burn all fuch, their nation and their ve- 
** ry memory ‘with fire, for by this means alone the fafety of 
your own happy conftitution can be firmly fecured to you. 
** And in order to prevent your ignorance of virtue, and the 
“. degeneracy of your nature into vice, 1 have alfo ordained 
“ you laws, by divine fuggeftion and a form of government, 
** which are io good, that 11 you regularly obferve them, you 
*« will be efteemed ot all men the moft happy.” 

3. When he had {poken thus, he gave them the laws and 
the confitution of government writtenin a book. Upon 
which the people fell into tears, and appeared already touch- 
ed with the fenfe that they fhould have a great want of their 
concutior,-becaufe they remembered what a number of dan- 
gers he had paffed through, and what care he had taken of 
their prefervation ; they defponded about what would come: 
upon them after he was dead, and thought they fhould never 
have another governor like him ; and feared that God would 
then take lefs care οἵ them when Mofes was gone, who ufed 
to intercede tor them. They alfo'repented of what they had 
{aid to him in the wildernefs when they were angry. and were 
in grief on thofe accounts, infomuch, that the whole body of 
the people fell into tears with fuch bitternefs, that it was paft 
the power of words to comtort them in their affliétion. How. 
ever, Mofes gave them fome confolation, and by calling them 
off the thought, how worthy he was ot their weeping for.him, 
he exhorted them to keep to that form οἱ government he had 
given them ; and then the congregation was diffolved at that 
time. 

4. Accordingly I fhall now firft defcribe this form of gov- 
erninent, which was agreeable to the dignity and virtue of 
Mofes; and {hall thereby intorm thofe that read thefe antiqui- 
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ties, what our original fettlements were and fhall then proceed 
to the remaining hiftories. Now thofe fettlements are all ftill 
in writing, as he lett them ; and we fhall add nothing by way 
of ornament, nor any thing befides what Mofes left us, only 
we thall {fo far innovate, as to digeft the feveral kinds of Jaws 
into a regujar fy{tem, for they were by him left in writing as 
θεν were accidentally {cattered in their delivery, and as he 
upon enquiry had learned them of God. On which account 
1 have thought it neceffary to premife this obfervation betore 
hand, left any of my own countrymen fhould blame me, as 
haying been guilty of an offence herein. Now part of our 
conftitution will include the laws that belong to our political 
ftate. As for thofe laws which Mofes left concerning our 
common converfation and intercourfe one with another, 1 
have referved that for a difcourfe concerning our manner of 
life, and the occafions of thofe laws which 1 propofe to my- 
felf, with God's ailiffance, to write, after ] have finifhed the 
work J am now upon. 

5. When you have poffeffed y ourfelves of the land of Ca- 
naan, and have leifure to enjoy the good things of it, and 
when you have afterward determined to build cities, if you 
will do what is pleafing to God, you will havea fecure State 
ot happinefs. Let there be then one city ot the land οἱ Ca- 
naan, and this fituate in the moft agreeable place for its good- 
nefs, and very eminent in itfelf, and let it be that which God 
iball choofe tor himfelf, by prophetic revelation. Let there 
alfo be one temple therein, and one altar, not reared of hewn 
itones, but of fuch as you gather together at random ; which 
ittones, when they are whited over with mortar, will have an 
hand{ome appearance, and be beautitul to the fight. Let the 
afcent to it be * not by fteps, but by an acclivity of raifed 
earth. And let there be neither an altar, nor atemple, in any 
other city ; for God is but onc,and the nation of the Hebrews 
is but one. { 

6. He that blafphhemeth God, let him be ftoned; and let 
him hang upon a tree all that day, and then let him be buried 
in an 1gnominious and obicure manner. 

4. Let thofe that live as remote as the bounds of the land 
which the Hebrews fhall poflefs, come to that city where the 


* Thislaw, both here and Fxod. xx. 25. af. ef not going up to God’s altar by 
dadder Aizps, but onacclivity, tecms not to have belonged to the altar of the taber- 
nacle,.which was in all but three cubits high, Exod. xxvii. 1. nor to that of E- 
zekiel, which was cx; reffly to be gone up'ta by fteps. xliii. 17, but rather to oc- 
cafional altars of any comfiderable altrrude and largenets ; 88 allo probebly to Solo- 
mon's altar, to which it is here appiied by J:tephus, as wel! as to that in Zorobabel’s - 
aud Herod's temple, which were I think, all ten cubits high. See a Chron. iv. 1. 
and Antiq B. VIII. chap. iii. § 7. The reafon why thete temples, and thefe on- 
ly, were to have this aicent on an acclivity, and not by fteps, is obvious, that be- 
fore the invention of ftairs, fuch as we now ule, decency ceuld not be otherwiie 
provided for in the loofe garments which the pricfts wore, as the law required, fee 
Lamy of the Tabernacle and Temple, p 444. 
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temple fhall be, and this three times in a year, that they may 
give thanks to God for his former benefits, and may entreat 
him for thofe they fhall want hereafter ; and let them by this 
means maintain a friendly corsef{pondence with one another by 
tuch meetings and feafting together, tor it is a good thing for 
thofe that are of the fame flock, and under the fame inititu- 
tions of laws, not to be unacquainted with each other ; which 
acquaintance will be maintained by thus converfing together. 
and by {eeing and talking with one another, and fo renewing 
the memorials of this union, for if they do not thus converfe 
together continually, they: will appear like mere ftrangers to 
one another. 


8. Let there be taken out of your fruits a tenth, befides that . 


which you have allotted:to give to the priefts and Levites. 
This you may indeed fell in the country, but it is to be ufed 
in thofe feafts and facrifices that are to be celebrated in the ho- 
ly city ; for it ts fit that you fhould enjoy _thofe fruits of the 
earth which God gives you to poffefs, fo as may be to the 
honour of the donor. 

9. You are not to offer facrifices out of the * hire of a wo- 
man which is an harlot, for the Deity is not pleafed with any 
thing that arifes from fuch abufes of nature ; of which fort 
none can be worfe than this proftitution of the body. In like 
manner no one may take the price of the covering of a bitch, 
either of one that is ufed in hunting, or in keeping of fheep, 
and thence facrifice to God. " 

. 0. Let no one t blafpheme thofe gods which other cities 
efteem {uch ; nor may any one fteal what belongs to ftrange 
temples ; nor take away the gifts that are dedicated to any god. 

11. Let not any one of you wear a garment made of wool- 
en and linen, for that is appointed to be tor the priefts alone. 

12. When the multitude are affembled together untothe holy 
city for facrificing every feventh year, at the feaft of taberna- 
cles, let the high prieft fland upon an high defk, whence he 
may be heard, and let him read the ¢ laws to all the people ; 
and let neither the women nor the children be hindered trom 
hearing, no nor the fervants neither ; tor it is a good thing 
that thofe Jaws fhould be engraven in their fouls, and preferv- 
ed in their memories, that fo it may not be poffible to blot 
them out, for by this means they will not be guilty of fin, 
when they cannot plead ignorance of what the laws have en- 


. © The hire of public or fecret harlots was given to Venus in Syria, as Lucian in- 
forms us, Ὁ 878. and againft ome fuch vile pra@tice of the old idulaters this law 
feems to have been made. _ . ΝΝΝ 

+ The apoftolical conititutions, B. 11. chap. xxvi. § gs. expound this law of 
Moles, Exod xxii. 23. thou fhalt not revile or blaspheme the gods, or magiftrates, 
which is a much more probable expofition than this of Jofephus’s, of heathen gods 
as here, and againft Apion, B II. ch. iii. § 4. Vol. ILI. 

{ What book of the law was this publicly read, fee the note on Antiq. B. x. ch. 
v. § g. and 3 Efd. ix. 29 -- 5’ 


- 
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joined them. The laws alfo will have a great authority among 
them, as foretelling, what they will fufferif they break them ; 
and imprinting in their fouls by this hearing what. they com- 
mand them to do, that fo there may always be within their 
minds that intention of the laws which they have defpifed and 
broken, and have thereby been the caufes of their own mif- 
chief. Let the children alfo learn the laws, as the firft thing 
they are taught, which will be the .beft thing they can be 
taught, and will be the caufe of their future felicity. 

13. Let every one commemorate before God the benefits 
which he beftowed upon them at their deliverance out of the 
land of Egypt, and this twice every day, both when the day 
begins, and when the hour of fleep comes on, gratitude bein 
in its own nature ἃ juft thing, and ferving not only by way e 
return for pat, but-alfo by way of invitation of tuture favours. 
They are alfo to infcribe the principal bleffings they have re- 
ceived from God upon their * doors; and fhew the fame re- 
membrance of them on their arms; as alfo, they are to bear 
on their forehead, and their arm, thofe wonders which declare 
the power of God, and his good will towards them, that God’s 
readinels to blefs them may appear every where conf{picuous 
about them. , 3 ΝΕ 

14. Let there be feven men to -judge t in. every city, and 
thefe fuch as have heen before mot zealous in the exercife of 
virtueand righteoulnefs. Let every judge havetwo officers al- 
lotted to him out of the tribe of Levi. Let thofe that are chofen 
to judgein the feveral cities be had in great honour; and let none 
be permitted to revile any others when thefe are prefent, nor 
to carry themfelves in.an infolent manner to them, it being’ 
natural, that reverence towards thofe in high offices among 
men fhould procure-men’s fear and reverence towards God. 
Let thofe that judge be permitted to determine according as 
they think to be right, unlefs any one can fhew that they have 
taken bribes, to the perverfion of-juftice, or can alledge any 
other .accufation again{t them, whereby it. may appear they 

have paffed an unjuft fentence; for it is not fit that caufes 


*® Whether thefe phylaéteries, and other Jewith memorials of the law here men- 
‘tioned by Jofephus, and by Mutcs, (hefides the fringes on the borders of their gar- 
ments, Num xv. 37.) were literally meant by God, T much queftion. That they 
have been long oblerved by the Pharifees -and Rahinnical Jews, is certain ; howe 
ever the Karaites, who receive not the unwritten traditions of the elders, but kee 
clofeto the written law. with Jeromand Grotius, think they were not literally to 
be underftood ; as Bernard and Reland here take notice. Nor indeed do I re 
member, that either in the ancienter books of the Old Teftament, orin the books 
we Call Apocrypha, there are any figns of {uch literal obfervations appearing among 
the Jews, though their real or myftical fignification, ἡ, ¢. the conftant remembrance 
and obfervation of the laws of God by Mofes, be frequently inculcated in all the 
facred writings. 

+ Here as well aselfewhere § 98. of his life, ἃ τᾷ Vol. II. and of the war, B. 
11. ch. xx. § 5. Vol. III. are but feven judges appointed for fmall cities, inftead 
of twenty-three in the modem Rabbins ; which modem Rabbins are always but of 
very little authority in comparifon of our Jolephus, 
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Should be openly determined out of regard to gain, or to the 
dignity of the fuiters, but that the judges fhould efteem what 
is right before ail other things. otherwife God will by that 
means be defpifed, and efteemed inferior to thofe the dread of 
whofe power has occafioned the unjuft fentence ; for juftice 
fs the power of God. He therefore that gratifies thofe in great 
‘dignity fuppofesthem more potent than God himfelf. Bue if 
thele judges are unable 4¢o give a juft fentence about the cauf-.'. 
es that come before them, (which cafe is not unfrequent in hu- 
man affairs) let them fend the caufe undetermined to the holy 
city, and there let the high prieft, the prophet and the Sanhe- 
drim determine as it thall feem good to them. 

15. But det not a fingle ;witnefs be credited, but three, or 
two at the leaft, and thefe fuch whofe teftimony is confirmed 
by their good lives. But let not the teftimony of * women 
be admitted on account of the levity and boldnefs of their fex. 
Nor let fervants be admitted to give teftimony on account of 
the ignobility of their foul, fince it is probable that they may 
not fpeéak truth, either out of hope of gain, or fear of punifbh- 
ment. But ifany one be believed to have borne falfe witnels, . 
let him when he 1s conviéted, fuffer all the very fame punifh- 
ments which he, againft whom he bore witnels was to have 
fuffered. | 

16. If a murder be committed in any place, and he that’ did 
it be not,found, nor is there any {ufpicion upon one as if he 
had hated the man, and fo had killed him, let there be a very 
diligent enquiry: made after the man, and rewards propofed to 
any who will difcover him ; but if {till no informationecan be 
procured, let the magiftrates and fenate of thofe cities that lie 
near the place in which the murder was committed, aflemble 
together, and meafure the diftance from the place where the 
dead body lies; then let the maviftrates of the neareft city 
thereto purchafe an heifer, and bring it toa valley, and to a 
place therein where there is no land plowed, or trees planted. 
and let them cut the finews of the heifer, then the priefts and 
Levites, and the fenate of that city, fhall take water and wath 
thoir hands over the head of the heifer ; and they thall openly 
declare that their hands are innocent of this murder, and that 
they have neither done it themfelves, nor been affifting to any 
" that did it. They fhall alfo befeech Godto be mercitul to 
them, that no fuch horrid ta@ may any more be done in that 


17. Ariftocracy, and the way of living under it, is the δεῖ 
eonititution ; and may you never have any inclination to any 


᾿ # T have never obferved elfewhere, that in the Jewith government, women 
‘were not admitted as legal witneffes in courts of jufiice. None of our copies οὗ. 
the Pentateuch fay a werdef it. It is very probable, however, that this was the 
x: ftion of the Scribes and Pharifecs, and the pradlice of the Jews in the days ef 
je . ; . . 

Vou 1. a 


a 
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other form of government ; and may yop always love that 
form, and have the laws for your governors, and govern all 
your aflions according to them ; for you need no fupreme 
governor but God. But it you fhall defire a king, let him be 
one of your own nation ; let him be always caretul of juftice 
and other virtues, perpetually ; let him fubmit to the laws, an 
efteem God’s commands to be his higheft wifdom ; but let him 
do nothing without the high prieft, and the votes of the fena- 
tors ; let him not have a great number of wives, nor purfue a- 
bundance of riches nor a multitude of horfes, whereby he 
may grow too proud to fubmit to the laws. Andif he affle& 
any fuch things, let him be reflrained, lef& he become {fo potent 
that his flate be inconfiftent with your welfare. 

18. Let it not be efteemed lawful to remove boundaries, 
neither our own, nor of thofe with whom we arse at peace. 
Have a care you do not take thofe land-marks away, which 
are, as it were, a divine and unfhaken limitation of nghte 
made by God himfelf, to laft forever, fince this going beyond 
limits, and gaining ground upon others, is the occafion of 
wars and feditions ; tor thofe that remove boundaries are not 
far off an attempt to fubvert the laws. ; 

19. He that plants a piece of land, whofe trees produce fruits 
before the fourth year, is not to bring thence any firft fruits to 
God, nor 1s he to make ufe of that fruit himlelf, far it is not 
produced in its proper feafon ; for when nature has ἃ force 

put upon her at an unfeafonable time, the fruit is not proper 
' for God, nor for the mafter’s ule ; but let the owner gather alt | 
that is, grown on the fourth year, for then it is in its proper 
feafon. And let him that has gathered it, carry it to the holy 
city, and fpend that, together with the tythe of his other 
fruits, in feafting with his friends, with the orphans, and the 
widows. Buton the fifth year the fruitis bisown, and he 
may ule it as he pleafes. 

20. You are not to fow a piece of land with {eed which is 
planted wrth vines, for it is enough thatit fapply. nounth- 
ment to that plant, and be not harrafled by plqughing alfo. 
You are to plow your land with oxen ; and not to oblige oth- 
er animals to come under the fame yoke with them, but totill 
your land with thofe beafts which are ef the fame kind with 
each other, The feeds are alfo to be pure, and without mix-~ 
ture, and not to be compounded of two or three farts, finge 
nature does not rejoice in the union of things that are not in 
their own nature alike ; nor are you to permit beafts of diffe- 
‘gent kinds to gender together ; for there is reafon to fear that 
this unnatural abufe may extend trom beafts οἱ different kinds 
to men, though it takes its firft rife from evil praétifes about 
duch fmallerthings. Nor is any thing te be allowed, by im+- 
tation whereof any degree of fubverfion may creep into the 
@eiflitution, Nor do the laws negle& {mall matters, but pre- 
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vide that even thofe may be managed after an unblameable 
manner. 

21. Let not thofe that reap, and gather in the corn that is 
reaped, gather in the gleanings allo, but let them rather leave 
fome handfuls for thofe that are in want of the neceffaries of 
life, that it may be a fupport and a fupply to them, in order 
to their fubfiflence. In like manner when they gather their 
grapes, let them leave fome {maller bunches for the poor, and 
let them pafs over fOme of the fruits of the olive trees, when 
they gather them, and leave them to be partaken of by thofe 
that have none of their own : for the advantage arifing from 
the exaét colleétion of all, will not be fo contderable to the 
Owners as will arife trom the gratitude of the poor. And God 
will-provide that the land thall more willingly produce what - 
fhall be for the nourifhment of its fruits, in cafe you do not 
merely take care of your own advantage, but have regard to 
the fupport of others alfo. Norare you to muzzle the mouths 
ot thé oxen, when they tread the ears of corn, in the thrething 
floor ; for it is not juft to reftrain our fellow labouring animals, 
and thofe that work in order to its produ€tion, of this truit of 
their labours. Nor are you to prohibit thofe that pafs by at 
the time when your fruits are ripe to touch them, but to give 
them leave to fill themfelves full of what you have ; and this 
whether they be of your own country, or ftrangers, as being 

lad of she opportunity of giving them fome part of your . 

ruits when they are ripe; but let it mot be efteemed lawful 
for them to ‘carry any away. Nor let thofe that gather the 
grapes, and carry them tothe wine prefles reftrain thofe whom 
they meet from eating of them ; for it is unjuft, out of envy, 
to hinder thofe that defire it, to partake of the good things that 
come into the world according to God’s will, and this while 
the feafon 15 at the height, and is haftening away as it pleafes 
God. Nay, if fome, out of bafhfulnefs, are unwilling to touch 
thefe fruits, let them be enccuraged to take of them ; I mean, 
thofe that are Ifraelites, as if they were themfelves the owners 
and lords, on account of the kindred there is between them. 
Nay, let them defire men that come from other countries, to - 
partake of thefe tokens of triendihip which God has given in 
their proper feafon ; for that is not to be deemed as idly fpent, 
which any ‘one out of kindnefs communicates to another, fince 
God beftows plenty of good things on men, notonly for them- 
felves to reap the advantage, but alfo to give to others in a 
way of generofity ; and he 1s defirous by this means, to make 
known to others his peculiar kindnefs te the people of Ifrael, 
and how freely he communicates happinefs to them, while 
they abundantly communicate out of their great fuperfluities 
to even thefe foreigners alfo. But tor him that afls contrary 
to this law, let him be beaten with * forty {ftripes fave one, by 





' © This alty of forty ftripes fave one, here mentioned, and ἢ ag, was @ve 
times infliGted on St. Paul himfelf by the Jews, 2 Cor. xi. 24. 
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the public executioner; let him undergo this punifhment, 
which is a moft ignominious one far a free man, and this be- 
caufe he was fuch a flave to gain as to lay a blot upon his own 
dignity ; for 11 is proper tor you who have had the experi- 
ence of the affliftions in Egy pt, and of thofe in the wildernefs, 
to make provilion for thofe that are in the like circumftances ; 

and while you have now obtained’ plent r yourfelves, through 
the mercy ana providence of God, to iflgbute of the fame. 
plenty. by the like fympathy to fuch as ΠΑ in need of τ. ' 

22. Befides thofe two tithes, which 1- have already faid you 
are to pay every year, the one for the Levites, the other for 
the feftivals, you are to bring every third year a * tithe to be 
diitributed to thofe that want ; to women alfo that are widows ; 
‘and to children that are orphans. But as to the ripe fruits, let 
them carry that which is ripe firft of all unto the temple ; and 
when they have bleffed God for that land which bare them, 
and which he had given them for a poffeflion, when they have 
alfo offered thofe facriiices-which the law has commanded. 
~ them to bring, let them give the firft fruits to the priefts. But 
when any one hath donethis, and hath brought the tithe of alk 
that he hath, together with thofe firft fruits that are for the Le- 
vites, and for the teftivals ; and when he is about to go home, 
Jet him ftand before the holy houfle, and return thanks to,God, 
that he hath delivered them from the injurious treatment they 
had in Egypt, and hath given them a good land, and a large, 
and lets them enjoy’ the truits thereof ; and when he has open- 
ly teftified that he had fully paid the tithes {and other dues, | 
according to the laws φί Mofes, let him entreat God that he 
will be ever merciful‘and gracious to him ; and continue fa 
to be to all the Hebrews, both by preferving the good things 
which he hath already given them, and by adding what it 1s. 
itill in his power to beftow upon them. 

23. Let the Hebrews marry, at the aye fit for it, virgins that 
are tree, arid born of good parents. And he that does not 
marry a virgin, let him not corrupt another man’s wife, and 
marry her, nor grieve her former hufband. Nor let free men 
marry flaves, although their affections {hould ftrongly bias any 
of them fo to do, tor it is decent, and for the -dignity of the 
perfons themfelves, to govern thofe their affe€tions. And fare 
ther, no one ought to marry an harlot, whofe matrimonial ob- 
lations, ariling from the proftitution of her body, God will πος 
receive ; tor by thefe means the difpofitions of the children 
- will be liberal and virtuous ; I mean when they are not born 
of bafe parents and οἱ the luflful conjunétion of fuch as marry 


* Jofephus's plain and exprefs interpretation of this law of Moles, Deut. xiv. 
28, 29. xxvi. 12, dc. that the Jews were bound every third year to pay three 
tithes, that to the Levites, that for facrifices at Jerufatern, and this for the indigent, 
the widow and the orphans is fully confirmed by the prafticeof gaod ald Tobit, 
μῳ γγὴ he was a captive at Affyria, again& the opinion of the Rebbias, Tobit, 

. i. § 6, 7,8. 
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women that are not free. If any ond, 
woman as to a virgin, and does nota 
be, let him bring his aétion, and accufe ἃ 
ufe of fuch * indications to prove his δὰ 
nifhed withal ; and let the father or the bi 
or fome one that is after them neareft of ki 
If the damfel obtain a fentence in her favo 
been guilty, let her live with her hufband 
and let him not have any farther power at al 
unlefs ihe give him very great occafion of fu etch 
as can be no way contradicted. But for him ‘brings an 
accuiation and calumny againft his wife, in an impudent and 
rath manner, let him be punifhed by receiving forty ftnpes 
fave one, and let him pay fifty thekels toher father, But it 
the daniel be convitted, as having been corrupted, and is one 
of the common people, let her be ftoned, becaufe the did not 
preferve her virginity till fhe were lawfully married; but if 
fhe were the daughter of a prieft let her be burnt alive. If a- 
ny one-has two wives, and if he greatly refpeét and be kind 
to orice of them, either out of his affeGion to her, or for beauty, 
or tor fome other reafon, while the other is of lefs efteem with 
him ; and itthe Jon of her that is belowed be the younger by 


birth than another born ot the other wile, but endeavours to . 
obtain the right of primogeniturc trom his father’s kindnefs to 


his mother, and would thereby obtain a double portion of his 
father’s fubftance, for that double portion is what 1 have al- 
lotted him in the laws, let not this be permitted : tor it is un- 
juit, that he who is the elder by birth fhould be deprived of 
what is due to him, on the father’s difpofition of, his eftate, be- 


caule his mother wa@f{not equally regarded by him. He that © 


hath corrupted a damfel efpoufed to another man, in cafe he 
had her confent, let both him and her be put to death, ‘for 
they are both equally guilty, the man becaufe he periuaded 
the woman willingly to fubmit to a moft impure attion, ang 
to preter it to lawful wedlock, the woman becaufe fhe was 
perfuaded to yield herfelt to be corrupted, either tor pleafure, 
or for gain. However, if aman light on a woman when fhe 
3s alone, and forces her, where nobody was prefent to come 
to her affiftanée, let him only be put to death. Let him that 
hath corrupted a-viggin not yet efpoufed, marry her; but if 
the father of the damfel be not willing that the thould be his 


* Thele tokens of virginity, as the Hebrew and Septuagiat ftile them, Deut. xxii. 
15, 17) 20. feem to me very different from what our later interpreters fuppote. 
They appear rather to have been {uch clofe linen garments a¢ were never put of 
virgins, atter acertain age, till they were matried, but before witneffes, and which 
while they wére entire, were certain evidences of {uch virginity. See thefe Antiq. 
B. VIL. chap. viii. § 1. 2 Sam. xiii. 18. Ifa. vi.1. Jofephus here determines no- 
thing what were thele particular tokens of virginity or of corruption ; perhaps he 
thought he could not calily deicribe them to the heathens, without taying what they 
saight have thought ἃ breachof modefty ; which feeming breach of madofty laws 
ganact always whelly avoid. 
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wi'e, let him pay fifty fhekels as the price of her proftitution. 
Fe that defires to be divorced from his wife for * any caufe 
whatfoever, and many fuch caufes happen among men, let 
him in writing give affurance that he will never ule her as his 
wifeany more, for by this means fhe may be at liberty to marry 
another hufband, although before this bill οἱ divorce be giver 
fheis not tobe permitted fotodo. But if the be mifufed by him 
alfo, or if, when he is dead, her fir hufband would marry her 
again, it fhall not be lawful-for her toreturn to him. Ita wo- 
‘man’s hufband die and leave her without, children, let his bro~ 
ther marry her ; and let him call! the fon that is born to hinr 
by his brother’s name, and educate him as the heir of his in- 
heritance, for this procedure will be for the benefit of the pub- 
hic, becaufe thereby families will not fail, and the eftate will 
continue among the kindred ; and this will be forthe folace 
of wives under their affli@tion, that they are to be married ta 
the next relations of their former hufbands. But if the broth 
er will not marry her, let the woman come before the fenate, 
and proteft openly that this brother will not admit her for his 
wife, but will injure the memory of his deceafed brother, - 
while fhe is willing to continue in the family, and to bear — 
him children. And when the fenate have enquired of him, 
. for what reafon it is that he 1s averfe to this marriage, whether 
he gives a bad or a good reafon, the matter muft come to this 
iffue, that the woman fhall loofe the fandals of the brother, 
and fhall {pit in his face, and fay, “ He deferves this reproach- 
‘¢ ful treatment from her, as having injured the memory o 
** the deceafed.” And then let him go away out of the fen- 
ate, and bear.this reproach upon him all his life long ; and 
let her marry to whom fhe pleafes, of (υϑ as feek her 1n mar- 
riage. But now, if any man take captive, either a virgin, or 
one that hath been + married, a&d has a mind to marry her, let 
him not be allowed to bring her to bed to him, orto live with 
her as his wite, before fhe hath her head fhaven, and hath put 
n her mourning habit. and lamented her relations and friends 
that were flain in the battle, that by this means fhe may give 
vent to her forrow for them, and after that may _betake herifelt 
to’feafting and matrimony ; for it is good for him that takes 
ἃ woman in order to have children by her, to be complaifant 
10 her inclinations, and not merely to purfue his own pieafure, 
while he hath no regard to what is agreeable to her. But when 
thirty days ate paft as the time of mourning, for fo many are 
fufficient to prudent perfons for lamenting the deareft friends, 
then let them proceed to the marriage; but in cafe when he 


_ ® Thefe words of Jofephus are very like thofe ofthe Pharifecs to our Seviour 
upon this very {ubjeft, Mat. xix 3. “ Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife 
& for every caufe ?” 

+ Here it is fappofed, thet this captive’s husband, if fhe were before a married 
woman, was dead before, or rather was flain in this very battle, otherwile it would 
have been adultery im hiss that married ber. 
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hath fatisfied his luft, he be too proud to retain her for bigs 
wife, let him not have it in his power to make her a flave but 
let her go away whither fhe pleales, and have that - privilege 
of a tree woman. hat d 
24. As to thofe young men that defpife their parents, and 
do not pay them honour, but offer them affronts, either be- 
caufe they are afhamed of them, or think themfelves wifer 
than they, in the firft place, let their parents admonifh them ip 
words (for they are by nature of authority fufficient for be- 
coming their judges) and let them fay thusto them: ‘ Thar 
** they. cohabited together, not for the fake of pleafure, nor 
“. for the augmentation of their riches, by joining both their 
** flocks together, but that they might have children to take 
** care of them in their old age, and might by them have 
‘© what they then fhould want:” And fay farther to him, 
*¢ That when thou waft born we took thee up with gladnefa, 
““ and gave God the greateft thanks for thee, and brought 
“4 thee up with great care, and {pared for nothing that ap- 
peared ufeful tor thy prefervation, and for thy inftruétion 
44 ἴῃ what was moft excellent. And now, fince it is reafona- 
** bleto forgive the fins of thofe that are young, let it fuffice 
. 44 thee to have given fo many indications of thy contempt of 
* us, reform thy felf and a& more wifely for the time to come; 
4 eonfidering that God is dif{pleafed with thofe that are in{o- 
** lent towards their parents, becaufe he is himfelt the father 
** of the whole race of mankind, and feems to bear part of that 
“. difhonour which falls upon thofe that have the fame name, 
* when they do not meet with due returns from their chil- 
* dren. Andon fuch the law infli€ts inexorable punif®ment, 
* of which punifhment mayeft thou never have the experi- © 
“ ence!’ Now if the infolence of young men be thus cur- 
ed, let them efcape the reproach which their former errors 
deferved, for by this means the lawgiver will appear to be 
ood, and parents happy, while. they never behold either a 
n or a daughter broug tto punifhment. But if it happen 
that thefe words and inftru€tions, conveyed by them im order 
to reclaim the man, appear to be uielefs, then the offender 
renders the laws implacable enemies to the infolence he has 
offered his parents; let him therefore be * brought forth, by 
thefe very parents, out of the city, with a multitude following. 
him, and let him be ftoned ; and when he has continued there 
for one whole day, that all the people may fee him, let him 
be buried inthe night. And thus itis that we bury all whom 
the laws condemn todie, upon any account whatloever. Let 
our enemies that fall in battle be alfo buried; nor let any one 


® See Herod the Great infifting on the execution of thislaw, with relation te 
two of his owa fons, before the judges at Berytus, Antiq. B. XVI. chap. xi. § ὃ. 
Vel. 1]. . 
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what juftice requires. 

25. Let no oné lend to any one of the Hebrews upon ufury 
neither ufury of what is eaten or what is drunken, for tt 1s not 
juft to make advantage of the misfortunes of one of thy own 
countrymen ; but when thou haft been afliftant to his neceffi- 
‘ties, think it thy gain, if thou obtaineft their gratitude to thee ; 
and withal that reward which will come to thee from God, for 
thy humanity towards him. 

26. Thofe who have borrowed either filver, or any fort of 
᾿ fruits, whether dry or wet, 1 mean this. when the Jewith af- 
fairs fhall by the bleffing of God, be to their own mind, let 
‘ the borrowers bring them again, and reftore them with plea- 
fure to thofe who lent them, laying them up, as it were,"in 
their own treafuries and juftly expeéting to receive them . 
thence, if they fhall want them again. But ξ΄ they be with- 
out fhame, and do not reftore it, let not the lender go to. the 
borrower's houfe, and takea_ pledge himfelf, before judgment 

e given concerning it, but let him require the pledge, and let 
the debtor bring it of himfelt, without the leaft oppofition to 
him that comes upon him under the proteftion of the law. 
And if he that gave the pledge be rich. let the creditor retain 
it till what he lent be paid him again ; but if he be poor, let 
-him that takes it, return it before the going down of the fun, 
efpecially if the pledge be a garment, that the debtor may 
have it for acovering in his fleep, God himfelf naturally 
fhewing mercy tothe poor. It is alfo not lawful to take a 
millftone, nor any utenfil thereto belonging, for a pledge, that 
the debtors may not be deprived of inftruments to get theit 
. food withal, and left they be undone by their neceflity. 

24. Let death be the punifhment for ftealing a man; but 
he that hath purloined gold or filver, let him pay double. If 
any one kill a man that is ftealing fomething out of his houfe, 
let him be efteemed guiltlefs, although the man were only 
breaking in at the wall. Let him that Fath ftolen cattle pay 
fourfold what is loft, excepting the cafe of an ox, for whic 
let the thiet pay five-feld. Let him that is fo poor that he 
cannot pay what mulG is laid upon him, be his fervant to 
whom he was adjudged to pay it. ; 

28. If any one be fuld to one of -his own nation, let him 
ferve him {1x years and on the feventh let him go free. But 
if he have a fon by a woman fervant, in his purchafer’s houfe, 
and if on account of his good will to his matter, and his nat- 
ural affeftion to his wite and children, he will be his fervant 
Rill, let him be fet free only at the coming of the year of ju- 
bilee, which is the fiftieth year, and let him then take away 
with him his children and wife, and let them be free alfo. | 
_ 29. If any one find gold or ftiver in the road let him inquire 
after him that loft it, and make proclamation of. the place 
where he found it, and then reftore it to him again, as net 


dead body tie above ground, or fuffer a punifhment beyond 


ἱ 
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thinking it right to make his own profit by the lofs of another. 
And the fame rule is to be obferved in cattle found to have 
wandered away intoalonely place. I[f.the owner be not 
prefently difcovered, let him thatis the finder keep it with 

imfelf, and appeal to God, that he has not purloined what 
belongs to another. 

30. It is not lawful to pafs by any beaft that is in diftrefs 
when ma ftorm it is. fallen down tn thé mire, but to endeav- 
our to prelerve it. ashaving a fympathy with it in its pain. 

31. Itis alfoa duty to fhew the roads to thofe who do not 
know them, and not to efleem it a matter for fport, when we 
hinder others advantages, by fetting them in a wrong way. 

32. In like manner let noone revile a perfon blind or dumb. 

33. Ifmen ftrive together, and there beno inftrument of iron, 
Jet him that is {mitten be avenged immediately. by inflifting 
the fame punifhment on him that fmote him; butit when he 
ts carried home he lie fick many days, and then die, let him 
that fmote him efcape punifhment ; but it he that is fmitten 
efeape death, and yet be a®great expence for his cure, the {mi- 
ter fhall pay for all that has been expended during the time of 
his ficknefs, and for all that he has paid the phyfician. He that 
kicks a woman with child, fo that the woman * mifcarry, let 
hima pay a fine in money, as the judges fhall determine, as ha- 
ving diminifhed the multitude by the deftruétion of what was 
in her womb ; and let money alfo be given the woman’s huf- 
band by him that kicked her ; but if fhe die of the ftroke, let 
ΕΝ him allo be putto death, the law judging it equitable that life 

fhould go for life. 

34. Letno one of the Ifraelites keep any + poifon that may 
caute death, or any otherharm ; but if he be caught with it, 
let him be put to death, and fuffer the very fame mifchief that 
he would have brought upon them for whom the poifon was 
prepared. ᾿ 

. He that matmeth any one, let him undergo the like 
himfelf, and be deprived of the fame member of which he 
hath deprived the other, Σ unlefs he that is maimed will ac- 
eeptof money inftead of it; for the law makes the fufferer the 


* Philo and others appear to have underfood this law, Exod. xxi. 5, 93, bet- 
ver than Jofephus, who fecma to allow, that though the infant in the mother’s 
womb, even after the motber were quick, and fo the infant had a rational {oul, 
were killed by the Stroke upon the mother, yet if the mother efcaped, the offender 
fhould only be fined, and not put to death ; while the law feems ratker to mean, 
that if the infant in that cafe Qe killed, though the mether efcape, the offender 
mutt be put to death, and not only when the mother is killed, as Jafephus under- 
Rood it. It feems this was the expofition of the Pharifees in the days of Jofephus. 

t+ What we render a witch, according to our modem notions of witch raft, Ex. 
xaii. 18. Philo and Jofephus underftvod of a poifoner, or one who attempted by 
fecret and ualawfu! drugs or philtra, to take away the fenfes or the lives of men. 

¢ This permiffion of redeeming this penalty with money i¢ mot ia our copies, 
Ex. xxi. 24, 25. Ley. xxiv. 30. Deut. xix. 91. 

οι. I, Aa 


a 
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judge of the value of what he hath fuffered, and permits hint 
to eftimate, unlefs he will be more fevere. 

Let him that is the owner of an ox which pufheth with 
his horn kilt him ; butif he pufhes and gores any one in the 
threfhing-floor, Jet him be put to death by ftoning ; and let 
him not be thought fit for food ; but if his owner be convided 
as having known what his nature was, and hath not kept him 
up, Jet him alfo he put to death, as being.the occafion of the 
ox’s having killed a man. But if the ox have: killed a man 
fervant, or a maid-fervant, let him be ftoned ; and let the own- 
er of the ox * pay thirty thekels to the mafter of him that was 
flain. Butif ttbe an ox that is thus fmitten and killed, Jet 
both the oxen, that which {mote the other, and that which was 
killed, be fold, and let the owners uf them divide their price 
between them. 

37. Let thofe that dig a well ora pit, be careful to lay planke 
over them, and fo keep them fhut up not in order to hinder a- 
ny perfons from-drawing water, but thatthere may beno dan 
ger of falling into them. But if agy one’s beaft fall into fuch 
a well or pit thus digged, and not fhut.up, and perifh, let the 
owncr pay its price to the owner of the beaft. Let there be a 
battlement round the tops of your houfes inftead of a wall that 
may prevent any perfons from rolling down and perifhing. 

38.. Let him that has received any thing in truft for anether 
take care to keep it as a facred and divine thing; and let no- 
one invent any contrivance whereby to deprive him that hath 
intrufted it with him of the fame, and this-whether he be a man: 
or a woman, no not although he or fhe were to gain an im- 
menfe fum of geld, and this where he cannot be conviéted of 
it by any body, tor it 1s ft that a man’s own con{cience, which 
knows what he hath,fhould in all cafes oblige him to do well. 
Let this confctence be his witnefs and make him always a& fo as 
may procure him commendation from others; but let him chief- 
ly have regard to God, from whom no wicked man can lie 
concealed. But if he in whom. the truft was repofed, without 
any deceit of his, lofe what he was intrufted withal, let him 
come before the feven judges, and {wear by God, that nothing 
hath been loft willingly, or witha wicked intention, and that 
he hath not made ufe of any part thereof, and fo Jet him depart 
without blame, but it he hath made ufe of the leaft part of what 
was committed to him, and tt be loft, let him be condemned to 
repay allthat he had received, alter the fame manner as in thefe 
trufts it is to be, if any gne defraud thofe that undergo bodily 


Jabour-for him. And let it be always remembered that we are’ 


not to defraud a poor man of his wages, as being fenfible that 
God has allotted that wages to him inftead of land and other 
pofleflions ; nay, this pay ment 1s not at all to be delayed, butto 


** We may here note, that 40 thekels, the prige our Saviour was fold for by Ju« 
das to the Jews, Matt. xxvi. ἐς. xxvii. 2. was the old value of a bought fervant, er 
fave ammong that people. 


Chap. VIII.] ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEws. 195 


be made that very day, fince God is not willing to deprive the 
labourer of the tmmediate ufe of what he hath laboured ‘or. 

+ 39. You are not to punifh children for the faults of their par- 
ents, but on account of their own virtue rather to vouchfate 
them commiferation, becaufe they were born ot wicked par- 
ents, than hatred, becaufe they were born of bad ones. Nor 
indeed ought we to impute the fin of children to their fathers, 
while young perfons indulge themfelves in many pra€tices 
different from what they have been inftructed in, and this by 
their proud refufal of fuch inftruétion. 

40. Let thofe that have made themfelves eunuchs he had ta 
deteftation ; and do-you avoid any converfation with them who 
have deprived themfelves ot their manhood. and of that fruit 
of generation which God has givén to men tor the increaie of. 
their kind, Let fuch be driven away,as if they had killed their 
children, fince they betore hand have loft what fhould procure 
them; for evident it is, that while their {oul is become effemin- 
ate, they’ have withal transfufed that efleminacy totheir body 
alfo. In like manger do you treat all that is of a monftrous na- 
ture when it is looked on; nor is it lawful to * geld either men 
or any other animais. 

41. Let this be the conftitution of your political laws intime 
of peace;and God will be fo merciful as to preferve this excel- 
Tent fettlement free from difturbance. And may that time never 
come which may tnnovate'any thing, and change it forthe con- 
trary. But fince tt muft needs happen that mankind fall into 
troubles and dangers, erher undefignedly, or intentionally, 
come let us make afew conflitutions concerning them,that . 
fo being ap prifed before hand what ought to be done, you may 
‘have falutary counfels ready when you want them, and ma 
not then be obliged to go to feck what is to be done, and fo 
be unprovided, and fall into dangerous circumitances. May 
you bea laborious people, and exercife yourfouls in virtuous — 
a&tions, and thereby poffefs and inherit the land without wars, 
while neither any foreigners make war upon it, and fo inflié& 
yOu, nor any internal fedition feize upon it, whereby you may 
-do thing8-that are contrary to your fathers, and to lofe the 
‘laws which they have eftablifhed. And may you continue in 
the obfervation of thofe laws which God hath approved of, and 
hath delivered to-you. Let all fort of warlike operations, whe- 
ther they befal you now in your own time, or hereafter in 
the times of your pofterity, be done out of your own borders : 
But when you are“about to go to war, fend ambaflages and 
heralds to thofe who are your voluntary enemies, tor itis a 


* This law againg caftration, even of brutes, is faid to be rigorous elfewhere, as 
te infli€ death on himthet does it, which feems only a Phartlaical i.terpretation 
in the days of Jofephus of that law, Lev. xxi 20. and xxii, 24. only we may 
hence oblerve, that the Jews could then have we oxea whish are geit, but only bulis 
and cows in Judea. 
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right thing to make ufe of words to them betore you come te 
your weapons of war; and affure them thereby, that although 
you have a numerous army; with horles and weapons, and 
above thefe, a God merciful to you, and ready to affift you, 
you do however delire them not to compel you to fight againft 
them, nor to take from them what they have, which will in- 
deed be our gain, but what they will have no reafon to with 
we fhould take to ourfelves. And if they hearken to you, it 
will be proper for you to keep peace with them; but if they 
truft on their own ftrength, as fuperior to yours, and will not 
do you juftice, lead your army againft them, making ufe of 
God as your {upreme commander, but ordaining for ἃ lieu~ 
tenant under him, ene that isof the greatet courage among 
‘you; for thefe different cemmanders, befides their being an 
obftacle to a€tions-that are to be done on the {udden, are a dif- 
advantage to thofe that make ufe of them. Lead an army pure, 
and of chofen men, compofed of all fuch as have extraordi. 
nary ftrength of body, and hardinefs of foul ; but do you {end 
away the timorous part, leaft they run away in the time of ac- 
tion, and fo afford an advantage to your énemies. Do you 
alfo give leave to thofe that have lately built them houfes, and 
have not yet lived in them a year’s time; and to thofe that 
have planted them vineyards, and have not y et been partakers 
of their fruits, to continue in their own country ; as well as 
thofe alfo who have betrothed, or lately married them wives, 
left they have fuch an affeGtion tor thefe things that they be 
too fparing of their lives, and by refesving themfelves for 
thefe enjo ments, they beeoame voluntary cowards (on ac- 
count of their wives.) . 
. 42. When you have pitched your camp, take care that you 
do nothing that is cruel. And when you are engaged in a 
fiege, and want timber for the making of warlike engines, do 
not you render the land naked by cutting down trees that bear 
fruit, but {pare them, as confidering that they were made for 
the benefit of men ; and that if they could fpeak, they would 
have a juft plea againft you, becaufe, though they are not oc- 
cafions of the war, they are unjuftly treated and fuffer in it, 
and would ifthey were able, remove themfelves into another 
land. When you have beaten your enemies in battle, flay 
thofe that have fought againft you ; but preferve the others 
alive, that they may pay you tribute, excepting the nation of 
the Canaanites, for as to that people you muft entirely deftroy 
them. . 
43., Lake care, efpecially in your battles, that no -womam 
ufe the habit of a man, nor man the garment of a woman. 
44. This was the form of political government which was 
left us by Mofes. Moreover he had * already delivered laws 
δ writing, in the fortieth year (after they came out of Egy pt) 


Φ Thole laws feem to be the fe above mentioned § 4. of this chapter. 
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concerning which we will difcourfe in another book. But 
now on the following days, (for he called them to affemble 
continually) he delivered bleflings to them, and curfes upon 
thofe that fhould not live according to the laws, but fhould 
tranfgrefs the duties that were determined for them toobferve. 
After this, he read to them a poetic fong, which was compof- 
ed in hexameter verfe.; and left it to them in the holy book. 
It contained a prediétion of what was to come to pafs afterward. 
Agreeably whereto all things have happened all along, and do 
611}} happen to us ; and wherein he has not at all deviated from 
the truth. Accordingly he delivered thefe books to the*prietts, 
with the ark ; into which he alfo put the ten commandments, 
written in two tables. He delivered to them thetabernacle al- 
fo; and exhorted the people, that when they had conquered 
the land, and were fettled in it, they fhould not forget the in- 
juries of the Amalekites, but make war againft them, and in- 
fli& punifhment upon them for what mifchief they did them 
when they were in the wildernefs ; and that when they had 
got poffeifion of the land of the Canaanites, and when they 
had deftroyed the whole multitude of its inhabitants, as they 
oughtto do, they fhould ere& an altar that fhould face the r- 
fing fun, not far from the city of Shechem, between the two 
mountains, that of Gerizzim fituate on the right hang, andthat, 
called Ebal onthe left ; and that the army fhould bé™fo divid- 
ed, that fix tribes fhould ftand upon each of the two moun- 
tains, and with them the Levites and the priefts. And that 
frit, thofe that were upon mount Gerizzim, fhould pray for 
the beft bleflings upon thofe who were diligentabout the wor- 
ihip of God, and the obfervation of his laws, and who did not 
rejeQ what Mofes had faid to them ; while the other wifhed 
them all manner of happinefs alfo, And when thefe laft put 
up the like prayers, the former praifed them. After this, 
curfes were denounced upon thofe that fhould tranfgrets thofe 
laws, they anfwering one another alternately, by way of con- 
firmation of what had been faid. Mofes alfo wrote their blef- 
fings. and their curfes, that they might Icarn them fo tho- 
roughly, thatthey might never be lurgotten by Jength οἱ time. 
And when he was ready to die, he wrote thele bleilings and 
carfes, t upon the altar on each fide of it; where he fays alfo 
the people {tood, and then facrificed and offered burnt-offer- 
ings, though after that day they never offered upon it any 
other facrifice, for it was not lawful fo to do. Thefe are the 
conftitutions of Mofes ; and the Hebrew nation ftill live ac- 
cording to them. 


* What laws were now delivered to the pricits, ice the note on Antig. B. TIL. 
ehap. 1.67 

Ἢ Ofte exat piece where thas altar was to be built, whether nearer mount Ger- 

izzim or mount Ebal, aegording te Jofephus, tee Ellay onthe Old Teftament; p. 
163—171. 
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45. On the next day, Mofes called the people together, with 
the womemand children toa congregation, fo as the very flaves 
were prefent alfo, that they might engage themfeives to the 
obfervation of thefe laws by oath ; and that duly confidering 
the meaning of God inthem, they might not, either for favour 
of their kindred, or out of tear of any one, or indeed for any 
motive whatfoever, think any thing oughté¢o be preferred to 
thefe laws, and fo might tranfgrefs them. That in cafe any 
one of their own blood, or any city, fhould attemptto con- 
found or, diffolve their conftitution of government, they !hould 
take vengeance upon them, both all in general, and each per- 
fon in particular ; and when they had conquered them fhould 
overturn their city to the very foundations, and if pofhible, 
fhould not leave the leaft footfteps of fuch madnefs. But that 
af they were not able to take fuch vengeance, they fhould fill 
demonftrate, that what was done was contrary to their wills. 
So the multitude bound themfelves by oath fo to do» 

46. Mofes taught them alfo by what means their facrifices 
might be the moft acceptable te God ; and how they thould 
go torth to war, making ufe οἱ * the ftones (in the high prieft’s 
breait plate) tor their direQion, as I have before fignified. Jo- 
thua alfo prophefied while Mofes was prefent. And when 

e Moles hag recapitulate whatfoever he had done for the pref- 
ervation of the people, both in their wars; and in peace, and 
had compofed them a body of Jaws, and procured .them an 
excellent form of government, he foretold, as God had de- 
clared to him, “" That if they’tranfgreffed that initicution tor 
** the worfhip of God, they thould experience the tollowing 

miferies ; their land fhould be full of weapons of war trom 
their enemies, and their cities fhould be overthrown; and 
their temple fhould be burnt; that they fhould be fold fer 
flaves, to fuch men as would have no pity on them in their 
afflittions ; that they would then repent, «when that repent- 
ance would no way profitthem under their fufferings. 

Yet, faid he, will that God who founded your nation, re- 

ftore your cities to your citizens, with their temple alfo; 
and you thail lofe thele advantages not once only, but often.” 

47. Now when Moles had encouraged Jofhua to lead out 

the army againft the Canaanites, by telling him that God would 
affift him in all his undertakings, and had blefied the whole 
multitude. he faid, ** Since 1 am going to my forefathers, and 

“* God has determined that this fhould be the day of my de- 

“ parture to them, I return him thanks while I ‘am ftill alive, 


ἃ Dr. Bernard well obferves here, how unfurtunate this δορί εξ of confulting the 
Urim was to Jofhua himlelf, in the case of the Gubeonites, who put a trick upon 
him, and enfnared him, together with the reft of the Jewith rulers, with a folemn 
oath to preferve them, contrary to his commission to extirpate all the Canaanites 
root and branch ; which oath he and the other rulers never durft break. See Scrip 
ture Politics, p. 55, 56. and this {narethey were broughtinto, becauic they “ did 
** not afk counfel at the mouth of the Lord,” Jof. ix. 14. 
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* and prefent with you, for that providence he hath exercif- 
** ed over you, which hath not only delivered us from the 
miferies we lay under, but hath beftowed a ftate of profper- 
ity upon us ; as alfo, that he hath affifted me in the pains I 
_took, and in all the contrivances I had in my’ care: about 
you, in order to better your condition, and hath on all oe- 
** cafions fhewed himfelf favourable to us ; or rather he it was 
** who firft conduéted our affairs, and brought them toanhap- 
py conclufion, by making ufe of meas a vicarious genesal 
** under him, and as a minifter in thofe matters wherein he 
“4 was willing -o do you good. On which account I think it 
** proper te blefs that divine power which will take care of you 
δ for the time to come, and this in order to repay that debt 
** which I owe him, and to leave behind me a.memorial that 
** we are obliged to worfhrp and honour him, and to keep thofe 
** laws which are the moft excellent gift of all thofe he hath 
“ already beftowed upon us, or which, it he continue favour- 
““ able to us, he will beftow wpon us hereafter Certainly an 
_ * human legiflator is a terrible enemy, when his laws are af- 
** fronted, and are madeto no purpofe. And may you never 
** experience that difpleafure of God which will be the confe- 
‘** quence of the negleét of thefe his laws, which he, who is 
** your Creator, hath given you.” 
_ 48. When Mofes had fpoken thus at the end of his life, and 
had foretold what would befal to * every one of their tribes af- 
terward, with the addition of a bleffing to them, the multitude 
fell into tears, in fo much, that even the women, by beating 
their breafts, made manifeft the deep ‘concern. théy had when 
he was about to die. The children alfo lamented itill more, as 
not able to contain their grief ; and thereby declared, thateven 
at their age they were fenfible of his virtue, and mighty deeds ; 
and truly there feemed to be a ftrife between the young. and 
the old, who fhould moft grieve for him. The old grieved, ᾿ 
becaulfe they knew what a careful proteftor they were to be 
deprived of, and fo lamented their future ftate ; but the young 
grieved, ποῖ only for that, but alfo becaufe it fo happened that 
they were to be left by him before they had well tafted of his 
virtue. Now ene may make a guefs at the excefsof this forrow 
and lamentation of the multitude, from what ba»pened to the 
legiflator himfelf ; for although he was always perfuaded that 
he ought not to be caft down at the approach of death, finee, 
the undergoing it was agreeable to the will of God,, and the 
law of nature, yet what the people did, fo overbore him that 
he wept hinteif. Now as he went thence to the place where 
he was to vanith out of their fight, they all followed after him 
weeping ; but Mofes beckoned with his hand to thofe that 


* Since Jofephus affures us here, es is moft naturally to be fupposed, and as the 
Septuagint gives the text, Deut. xxxiii. 6. that Mofes bleffed every onc ef the tribes 
αἵ Ifrael, it is evident that Simeon was not omitted in his copy, as it unhappily now: 
is, both in eut Hebrew and Samaritan copies. 
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were ,remote from him, and bad them ftay behind in quiet 
while he exhorted thofe that were dear to him that they woul 
not render his departure fo lamentable. Whereupon they 
thought they ought to grant him that favour, to Jet him depart 
according as he himfelf defired, fo they reftrained themfelves, 
though weeping ftill towards oneanother. Allthofe who ac- 
companied him, were the fenate, and Eleazar the high prieft, 
and Jofhua their commander. Now as foonasthey were come 
to the mountain called Abarim, (which is a very high moun- 
tain fituate over againft Jericho. and onethat affords to fuch 
as are upon it a profpeét of the greateft part of the excellent 
land ot Canaan), he difmiffed the fenate ; and as he was going 
to embrace Eleazar and Jofhua, and was ftill difcourfing with 
them, a could ftood aver him on the fudden, and he difappear- 
ed in acertain valley, althcugh he wrote in the holy books 
that he died, which was done out of fear left they fhauld ven- 
ture to fay, that becaufe of his extraordinary virtue he went 
to God. ° 
49. Now Moles lived inall one hundred and twenty years; 

a third part of which time, abating one month, he was the 
people’s ruler. And he died on the laft month of the year, 
which is called by the Macedonians Dyfiras, but by us Adar 
on the firft day of the month. He was one that exceeded all 
men that ever were in underftanding, and made the bef ufe 
of what that underftanding fuggeftedto him. He had a very 
gratéful way of {peaking and addrefling himfelf to the multi- 
tude ; and as to his other qualifications, he had fuch a full 
command of his paffiens, as if he hardly had any fuch in his 
foul, and only Knew them by their names, as rather perceiv- 

ng them in other men than in himfelf. He wasalfo fuch-a 
general of an army as is feldom feen, as well as fuch a prophet 
as was never known, and this to fuch a degree, that whatfoev- 
er he pronounced you would think you heard the voice of 
God himfelf. So the peo le mourned for him thirty days. 
Nor did ever any grief fo deeply affe&t the Hebrews as did this 
upon the death ot Mofes; nor were thofe that had experienced 
his conduét the only perfons that defired him, but thofe alfo 
that perufed the laws he left behind him, had a ftrong defire af- 
ter him, and by them gathered the extraordinary virtue he was 
matter of. And this fhall fuffice for the declaration of the 
manner of the death of Mofes. 


_# 
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BOOK V. 


‘Containing the Interval of four hundred and feven- 
ty-fix years. τ᾿ 


[From the Death of Moses to the Death of Ext.} 


CHAP. I, 


How Fofhua, the Commander of the Hebrews, made war with 
the Canaanites, and overcame them, and deflroyed them, and 
diunnded their land by lot to the tribes of Ifrael. . 

qx. \ HEN Molfes was taken away trom among men, in 

the manner already defcribed, and when all! the 
folemnities belonging to the mourning for him were finifhed, 
and the forrow for him was over, Jofhua commanded the mul- 
titude to get themfelves ready for an expedition. He allo fent 
{pies to Jericho, to difcover what forces they had, and what 
were their intentions, but he put his camp in order, as inten- 

ding foon to pafs over Jordan at a proper feafon.- And calling ° 

to him the rulers of the tribe of Reubel, and the governors of 

the tribe of Gad, and [the half tribe of ] Manafieh, for half 
of this tribe had been permitted to have their habitation in the 
country of the Amorites, which was the * feventh part of 
the land of Canaan, he putthemia mind what they had prom- 
ifed Mofes; and he exhorted them, that tor the fake of the care 
that Mofes had taken of them, who had never been weary of 
taking pains for them, no not when he was dying, and for the 
fake of the public welfare, they would prepare themfelves, 
and readily’ perform what they had promifed ; So he took fifty 
thoufand of them, who followed him an. he marched trom 
Abila to Jordan, fixty furlongs. 


* The Amorites were one of the {even nations of Canaan. Hence Reland is 
willing to fuppofe, that Jofephus did not here mean that their land beyond Jor- 
@an wasa feventh part of the whole land of Canaan, but meant the Amorites as a 
feventh nation. His reafon is, that Joicphus, as well as our bible, generally dif- 
tinguith the land beyond Fordan from the land of Canaan ; nor can it he denied, 
that io ftri€tnefs they were ditferent ; yer alter two tribes and an half of the twelve 
tribes came to inherit it, it might in a general way altogether, be well included un- 
der the Fand of Canaan, or Paleftine, or Judes ; of which we have ἃ cleer example 
here before us in Jofephus, whofe words evidently imply, that taking the whole 
Jand of Canaan, or that inhabited by all the twelve tribes together, and parting it 
into feven parts, the part beyond Jordan was in quantity of ground one feventh 
past of the whole. And this well cnough agrees to Reland’s own map of that 
country: although this land beyond Jordan was fo peculiarly fruitful and good 
for paiturage, as the two tribes and an half took notioe, Numa, xaxii. 1, 4, 16, that 
it maintained about a fifth part of "3 whole people. 
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2. Now when he had pitched his camp, the fpies came to 
him immediately, well acquainted with the whole eftate of the 
-Canaanites : For at first, before they were at al] difcovered, they 
took a full view of the city Jericho without difturbance, and 
faw which parts of the walls were ftrong, and which parts were 
otherwife, and indeed infecure, and which of the gates were fo 
weak as might afford an entranee to their army. Now thofe 
that met them took no notice of them when they faw them, 
and fuppoféd they were only ftrangers, who ufed to be very 
curious in obferving every thing inthe city, and did not take’ . 
them for enemies ; but at even they retired to a certain inn 
that was near to the wall, whither they went to eat their fup- 

er ; which fupper when they had done, and were confidering 

ow to get away, information was given to the king as he was 
at fupper, that there were fome perfons come from the He- 
brew’s camp to view the city as {pies, and that they were in 
the inn kept by Rahab, and were very folicrous that they 
might not be difcovered, fo he fent immediately {ome to them, 
and commanded to catch them, and bring them to him, that 
he might examine them by torture, and learn what their bufi- 
nefs was there. As foon as Rahab underftood that thefe mef- 
fengers. were coming, fhe hid the {pies,under ftalks' of flax, 
which were laidto dry on the top ef her houfe; and [διά to 
the meffengers that were fent by the king, that certain un- 
known ftrangers had fupped with her a little before fun fet- 
ting, and were gone away, who might eafily be taken, if they 
were any terror tothe city, or likely to bring any danger to 
the king. Sothefe meffengers being thus * deluded by the 
woman, ard fufpeéting no impofition, went their ways, with- 
out fo much as féarching the inn, but they immediately pur- 
fued them along thofe roads which they moft probabi: fup- 
pofed them to have gone, and thofe particularly which led to 
the river, but could hear no tidings of them ; fo they left off 
the pains of any farther purfuit. “But when the tumult was 
over, Rahab brought the men down, and defired them, as foon 
‘ as they fhould have obtained poffeflion of the land of Canaan, 


* It plainly appeers by the hiftory of thefe fpies, and the innkeeper Rahab’s de- 
ception of the king of Jericho's meffengers, by telling them what was falfe in or- 
der to fave the lives of the {pies, and yet the great commendation of her faith and 
good works in the New Teftament, Heb. xi. 31. Jam. if. a5. as well as by man 
other parallel examples both inthe Old Teflament and in Jofephus, that the 
πο did not then fcruple to deceive thofe public enemies, who might juilly be de. 
ftruyed ; « alfo might deceive ill men in order to fave life, and deliver themfelves 
from the tyranny of their unjuft oppreflors, and this by telling dire faliehoods ; 
I méan all this where no oath was dcinanded of them, otherwife they never durft 
venture on fucha procedure. Nor was Jofephus himfelf of any other opinion ογ΄ 
praGice, as I thal! remark in the note on Antiq B, 1X. chap. iv. 48 and obferve, 
that 1 Mill call this woman Rahab an tna-keeper, not an harlot, whole hiftory, 
both in our copies, and efpecially in Jefephus, implying no more. It was indeed 
fo frequent a thing, that women who were innkeepers were alfo harlots, or main- 
tainers of harlots, that the word commonly ufcd for real harlots were ufually giv- 
eu them, See Dr. Bernard's note here, and Judg. xi. 1. and Antig. B. V. ch. vii § ἃ. 
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when it would be in their power to make her amends for her 
prefervation of them, to remember what danger fhe had undery- 
gone for their fakes ; for that if the had been caught conceal- 
ing them, fhe could not have efcaped a terrible deftru€hon, 
fhe and al! her family with her, and fo bid them go home ; 
and defired them to {wear to her, to preferve her and her fami- 
ly, when they fhould take the city, and deftroy all its inhabit- 
ants, as they had decreed to do, for fo far fhe faid fhe had 
been affured by thofe divine miracles of which fhe had been 
intormed. So thefe {pies acknowledged, that they owed her 
. thanks for what the bad done- already, and withal {wore to 
requite her kindnefs, not only in words, but in deeds. But 
they gave her this advice, that when fhe fhould perceive that 
the city was about to be taken, fhe fhould put her goods, and 
all her family, by way οἱ fecurity, in her inn, and to hang 
out fcarlet threads betere her doors. [or windows,] that the 
commander of the Hebrews might know her houfe, and_ take 
care to do her no harm; for, faid.they, we will inform him of 
this matter. becaufe of the concern.thou haft had to preferve - 
us. But if any one of thy family fall in the battle do not thou 
blame us ; and we befeech that God, by whom we have {worn, 
not then to be difpleafed with us. as though we had broken 
our oaths. $0 thefe men, when they had made this agree- 
ment, went away, letting themfelves down by a rope from the 
wall, and efcaped, and came and told their own people what- 
foever they had done in their journey to this city. Jothua al.. 
fo told Eleazar, the high-prieft, and the fenate what the {pies 
had fwornto Rahab, who confirmed what had been fwern. | 
3. Now while Jofhua the commander, was in fear about 
their paffing over Jordan, for the river ran with a ftrong cur- 
rent, and could not be paffed over with bridges, for there 
never had been bridges laid over it hitherto, and while he fuf- 
petted, that if he fhould attempt to make a bridge, that the 
enemies would not afford him time to perfe& it, and for ferry- 
boats they had none, God promifed fo to difpoft of the river 
that they might pafs over it, and that by taking away the main 
part of 2s waters. So Jofhua, after two days cauifed the ar- 
my and the whole multitude to pafs over in the manner fol- 
Jowing : The priefts went firft of all, having the ark with them, 
then went the Levites bearing the tabernacle. and the veflels 
which belonged to the facrifices, after which the antire multi- 
tude followed according to their tribes, having thir children 
and their wives inthe midf of them, as being al >.«g for them 
leaftthey fhould be borne away by the ftream. Ist as foon as 
the priefis had entered the river firft it appeared fordable, the 
depth of the water being reftrained, andthe fand appeared at 
the bottom, becaufe the current was neither fo ftrong nor fo 
{wilt as to carry it away by its force, fo they all pafled over 
the river without fear, finding it to be inthe very fame flate 
as God had foretold he would put it in; but the prieits floud 
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ftill inthe midft of the river till the multitude fhould be paffed 
over, and fhould get to the fhore in fatety ; and when all were 
gone over, the priefts came out alfo, and permitted the current 
to run freely as it ufed to do before. Accordingly the river, 
as foon as the Hebrews were come out of it, arofe again pref- 
ently. and came to its own proper magnitude as before. 

4. Sothe Hebrews went on arther hi fty furlangs, and pitche 
ed their camp at the diftance of ten furlongs from Jericho : 
But Jofhua built an altar of thofe ftones, which all the heads 


-of the tribes, at the command of the prophet, had taken out of 


the deep, to be afterwards a memortal of the divifion of the 
fiream Of this river, and upon it offered facrifice to God ; and 
in that place celebrated the paflover, and had great plenty of 
all the things which they wanted hitherto, tor they reaped the 
corn of the Canaanites, which was now ripe, and took other 
things as prey, for then it Was that their former food, which 


was manna, and of which they had eaten forty years failed 


them. 

_§. Now while the Ifraelites did this, and the Canaanites did 
not attack them. but kept themfelves quiet within their own 
walls, joshua refolved to befiege them ; fo on the firft day of 
the feaft [of the paffover], the priefts carried the ark, round 
about which was fome part of the armed men, to bea guard to 
it. Thefe priefts went forward, blowing with their feven trum- 
pets ; and exhorted the army to be of good courage, and went 
round about the city, with the fenate following them ; and 
when the priefts had only blown with the trumpets, for they - 
did nothing more at all, they returnedtothe camp. And when 
they had fone this for fix days, on the feventh Jofhua gath- 
ered the armed men, and al! the people together, and told them 


‘this good tiding, that the city fhould now be taken, fince God 


would onthatday give it them, by the falling down of the walls, 
and this of their ownaccord, and without their labour. How- 
ever, he charged them to kill every one they fhould take, and 
not to abftain from the flaughter of their enemies, either for 
wearinefs, or fur pity, and not to fall on the {poil, and be there- 
by diverted from purfuing their enemies, as they ran away ; 
but to deftroy all the animals, andto take nothing tor their 
own peculiar advantage. He commanded them alfo to bring 
together all the filver and gold that it might be fet apart as 
firit truits unto God out of this glorious exploit, as having got- 
ten them from the city they first took ; only that they .fhould 
fave Rahab and her kindred alive, becaufe of the oath which 
the {pics had {worn to her. 

6. When he had faid this, and had fet his army in order, he 
brought it againft the city : fo they went round the city again, 
the ark going before them, and the priefts encouraging ἃ 
people to be zealous in the work ; and when they had gone 
round it feven times, and had 'ftood ftilla little, the wall fell 
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down, while no inftruments of war, nor any other force,.was 
applied to it by the Hebrews. 

7. So they entered into Jericho, and flew all the men that 
were therein, while they were affrighted at the furprifing over. 
throw of the walls, and their courage was become ufelefs, and 
they were not able to defend themfelves ; fo they were flain, 
and their throats cut, fome ‘in the ways, and others 
as caught in their houfes ; nothing afforded them affiftance, 
but they al! periihed, even to the women and the children, 
and the city was filled with dead bodiesand not one perfon efca- 
ped. They alfo burnt the whole cify, and the country about 
it ; but they faved alive Rahab, with her family, who had fled 
to herinn, And when fhe was brought to him, Jofhua own- 
ed to her, that they owed her thanks for her prefervation of 
the {pies : So he faid he-would not appear to be behind her 
in his benefaction to her ; whereupon he gave her certain lands 
immediately, and had her in great efteem ever afterwards. 

8. And it any part of the city efcaped the fire, he overthrew 
it from the foundation ; and he denounced a * curfe againit its 
inhabitants, it any one fhould defire to rebuild it, how upon 
his laying the foundation ot the walls, he fhould be deprived 
of his eldeft fon, and upon finilhing it, he fhould lofe his young- 
oft fon. But what happened hereupon, we fhall {peak of here- 
aiter. . , 

9. Νον there was an immenfe quantity of filver and gold, 
and befides thofe οἱ brafs alfo, that was heaped together out 
of the city when it was taken, no one tranfgreffing the decree, 
nor purloining for their own peculiar advantage : which fpoil, 
Jothua delivered to the priefts, to be laid up among their treaf- 
ures. And thus did Jericho perith. ΝΣ 

ro. But there was one ἡ ‘Achar, the fon [ot Charmi, the fon} 
of Zebedias, of the tribe of Judah, who finding a royal gar-. 


* Upon occafion of this devoting of Jericho to deftru@ion, and the exemplary 
punithment ef Achar, who broke that cherem, or anathema, and οἵ the punifhment 
ef the future breaker of it, Hiel, 1 Kings xvi. 94. as alfo of the punifhment of 
Saul, for breaking the like cherem or anathema againft the Amalekites, I Sam. xv. 
We may obferve what was the true meaning of that law, Lev. xxvii. 38. “ None 
** devoted, which shall be devoted.of men, shall’ be redeemed ; but shall furely be 
** put ta death,” 2, ἐς whenever any of the Jew’s public enemics had been for their 
wickednefs, folemnly devoted to deftruBtion, according to the divine command, 
as weie gencrally the {even wicked natians of Caraan, and thofe finners the Amale- 
kites, 1 Sam. xv. 18. if was utterly unlawful to permit thofe enemies to be redeem- 
ed, but they were to be all atueriy deftroyed. See alfo Num, xxi. 2, 3. 

+ That the name of this chief was not Achan, as in the common copies,but Achar, 
as here in Jofepnus, and in the Apoftolical Conftitut. B. VII. ch. ii. and elfewhere 
3s evident by the allufion to that name in the curfe of Joshua. “ Why haft thoa 
** troubled us ? The Lord shall trouble thee,’’ where the Hebrew words allude 
only to the name .jchar but notto Achan. Accordingly this valley of Achar, or 
Achor, was, and is a known plaee, a little narth ot Gilgal, fo called from the days 


of Joshua till this day. See Josh. vii. 26. Ife. Ixv. 10, Hof. ii. 1g. and Dr. Bers 
mard’s notes here, 
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ment woven entirely of gold, anda piece of gold that weigh- 
ed *two hundred thekels, and thinking it ἃ very hard cafe, 
chat what fpoils he, by running fome hazard, had found, he - 
muft give away, and offer it te God, who ftood in no need of it, 
while he that wanted it muft go without #, made a deep ditch 
in hisown tent and laid them up therein, as fuppofing he fhould 
mot only be concealed from his fellow fteldjers, but from 
God bim felf alfo. | 

11. Now the place where Jofhua pitched his camp was cal- 
led Gugal, which donotes Ὁ étberty ; tor fince now they had 
paffed over Jordan, they looked on themfelves as freed from 
δε miferies which they had undergone from the Egyptians, and 
inthe wildernefs. 

12. Now a few days after the calamity that befel Jericho, 
Jofhua fent three thoufand armed men to take Ai, a city fituate 
above Jericho, but upon the fight of the people of Ai, with 
them they were driven back and loft thirty-fix of their men. 
When this was told the Ifraelites, it made them very fad and 
exceeding difcenfolate, not fo much becaufe of the relation 
the men that were deftroyed bare to them, though thofe that 
were deflroyd, were all good men, and deferved their eiteem, 
as by the defpair it occaftoned ; for while they believed that 
they were already, in effect, in poffeffion of the land,and fhould 
bring back the army out of the battles without lofs, as God 
had promifed beforehand, they now faw unexpeéedly their 
enemies bold with fuccefs, fothey put fackcloth over their 
garments, and continued in tears and lamentation all the day, 
without tne leaft enquiry after food, but laid what had happen- 
ed greatly to heart. 

13. When Jothua faw the army fo much affli@ed, and pof- 
fefled with forebodings of evil as to their whole expedition, he 
ufedtreedom with God, and faid, " We are not come thus 
** tar out of any rafhnefs of our own, as though we thought 
** ourflelves able to fubdue this land with our own weapons, 
but at the inftigation of Mofes thy fervant for this pur- 
pofe, becaufe thou haft promifed us by many figns, thatthou 
“ wouldft give us this land for a poffeffion, and that thou 
wouldft make our army always {uperior in war to our ene- 
mies, and accordingly fome’ fuccefs has already attended 
upon us agreeably to thy promifes, but becaufe we have 
now unexpetedly been foiled and have loft fome men out 
ot our army, we are grieved at it, as fearing what thou haft 
promifed us ; and what Mofes foretold us, cannot be depen- 
“* ged on by us; and our future expe@ation troubles us the 


* Here Dr. Bemard very juftly obferves, theta few words are dropped out of 
Jofephus’s copies, on atcount of the repetition of the word fichels, and thet it ou 
to be read ‘thus, ‘+ A piece of gold that weighed 50 aheke's, and one of Siver 
“4 weighed 500 shekels.” as in our other copies, Joshua vii. 21. 

‘+ 1 agree here with Dr. Bernard, and%pprove of Jofephus’s interpretation of 
Gilgal for liberty, See Josh. v. g. 
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** more, becaufe we have met with fuch a difafter in this eug 
“ δι attempt. But do thou, O Lord, free us from thefe fuf- 
“* picions, for thou art able to find a cure for thefe diforders, 
“ by giving us victory, which will both take away the griet 
** we are i at prefent, and prevent our diftruft as to what is 
** to come.” 
14. Thele mtereeffions Jofhua put up to God, as he lay 
proitrate on his face ; whereupon God anfwered him, “ That 
** he fhould rife up, and purify bis hoft from the pollution 
** which was got into it; that things confecrated to me have 
** been unpudently ftelen from me; and that this has been 
the occafion why this defeat had happened to them ; and 
that- when they fhould fearch out and punifh the offender, 
* he would ever take care they fhould have the vi€tory over 
** their enemies.” This fothua told the people ; and callin 
for Eleazar the high prieit, and the men in authority, he ca 
lots, trtbe by tribe, and when the lot fhowed that this wicked* 
aftion was done by one of the tribe of .Judah, he then again 
propofed the lot to the feveral families thereto belonging , fo the 
truth of this wicked a&tion was found to belong to the family 
of Zachar ; and when the enquiry was made man by man, 


they took Achar, who, upon God’s reducing him to a terri- 


ble extremity, could not deny the fa&. So he confeffed the 
thelt, and produced what he had taken in the midft of them, 
whereupon he was immediately put to death ; and attained 
no more than to be buried in the night, in a dilgraceful man- 
per, arid fuch as was fuitable to a condemnkd malefa&or. 

15. When Jolhua lrad thus purified the hoft, he led them 
againft Ai. ‘And having by night laid an ambufh round a- 
bout the city, he attacked the enemies as foon as it was day ; 
but as they advanced boldly againff the Hraelites, becaufe of 
their former vitory, he made them believe he retired, and Ὁ 
that means drew them a great way from the city, they fill 
fappofing that they were purfuing their enemies, and defpifed 
them as though the cafe had been the fame with that in the for- 
mer battle, after which Jofhua ordered his forces toturn a- 
bout, and placed them againft their front : He then made the 
fignals agreed upon to thofe that lay in ambufh, and fo exci- 
ted them to fight ; fo they ran fuddenly into the city, the in- 
habitants being upon the walls, nay others of them being in 
perplexity, and coming to fee thofe that were without the 
gates. Accordingly thefe men took the city, and flew alf 
that they met with; but Jofhua forced thole that came a- 
gainft him, to come toa clofe fight, and difcomfited them, 
and made them run away ; and when they were driven to- 
wards the city, and thought it had not been touched, as foon 
as they faw it was taken, and perceived it was burnt, with 
their wives and children, they wandered about in the fields, 
in a {cattered condition, and were no way able to detend 
themfelves, becaufe they had none to fupport them. Now 
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when this calamity was come‘upon the men of Ai, there was 
a great number of children, and women and fervants, and an 
immenfe quantity of other furniture. The Hebrews alfo took 
herds of cattle, and a great deal of money, tor this wes a rich 
country. So when fothua came to Gilgal, he divided all 
thefe {poils among the foldiers. 

16. But the Gibeonites, who inhabited very near to Jerufalem, 
when they faw what miferies had happened to the inhabitants 
of Jericho, and to thofe of Ai, and fufpetted that the like 
fore calamity would come as far as themfelvcs, they did not 
think fit to afk for mercy of Jofhua, for they, fuppofed they 
fhould find little mercy from him, who made war, that he 
might entirely deftroy the nation of the Ca::aanites, but they 
invited the people of Cephirah and Kiriathjcarim, who were 
their neighbours, to join in league with them ; and told them, 

᾿ that neither could they themfelves avoid the danger they 
ewere all in, if the Ifraelites fhould prevent them, and feize 
upon them. So when they had perfuaded them, they re- 
folved to endeavour to efcape the forces of the Ifraelites. Ac- 
, cordingly, upon their agreement to what they propofed, they 
fent ambaffadors to Jo! ua, to make a league of triendfhip 
with him, and thofe fuch of the citizens as were beft approv- 
ed of, and moft capable of doing what was moft advantage- 
ous to the multitude. Now thefe ambaffadors thought it dan- 
gerous to confefs themfelves to be Canaanites, but thought 
they might by this contrivance avoid the danger, namely by 
fay ing that they bare no relation to the Canaanites, at all, but 
dwelt at a very great diftance from thém; and they faid far. 
ther, that they came a long way on account of the reputation 
he had gained for his virtue ; and as a mark of the truth of 
what they faid, they fhowed him the habit they were in for 
that their clothes were new when they came out, but were 
greatly worn by the length of time they had been in their 
journey, for indeed they took torn garments, on purpofe that 
they might make him believe fo. So they ftood in the midft 
of the people and (διὰ, that they were fent by the peop:c of 
Gibeon, and of the circumjacent cities, which were very Te- 
mote from the land where they now were, to make fuch a 
league of triendfhip with them, and this on {uch conditions as 
were cuftomary among their forefathers ; for when they un- 
derftood, that, by the favour of God, and his gift to them, they 
were to have the poffeffion of the land of Ganaan beftowed 
upon them, they faid, that they were very glad to hear it, and 
defired to be admitted into the number of their citizens. Thus 
did thefe ambaffadors {peak ; and {howing them the marks of 
their long journey, they entreated the ‘Hebrews to makea 
league of friendfhip withthem, Accordingty Jofhua believ- 
ing what they faid, thatthey were not of the nation of the 


Canaanites, entered into friendfhip with them; and Eleazar ἡ 


the high-prieft, with the fenate, {ware to them that they would 
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efteem them their friends and affociates, and would attempt 
nothing that fhould be unfair againft them, the multitude alfo 
affenting to the oaths that were made to them. So thefe men 
having obtained what they defired, by deceiving the Ifraelites, 
went home ; but when Jofhua led his army to the country at 
the bottom of the mountains of this part of Canaan, he un- 
derftood that the Gibeonites dwelt not far from Jerufalem, 
and that they were of the flock of the Canaanites, fo he fent 
for their governors, and reproached them with the cheat the 

had put upon him; but they alledged on their own behalf, 
that they had no other way to fave themfelves but that, and 
were therefore forced to have recourfe to it. So he called 
for Eleazar the high-prieft, and for the fenate, who thought it 


night to make them public fervants, that they might not break , 


the oath they had made to them ; and they ordained them to 
be fo. And this was the method by which thefe men found 
fatety and fecurity under the calamity that was ready to over- 
take them. | | . 

17. But the king of Jerufalem took it to heart that the Gi- 
beonites had gone over to Jofhua, fo he called upon the kings 
of the neighbouring nations to join together, and make war 
againft them. Now when the Gibeonites faw thefe kings, 
which were four, befides the king of Jerufalem, and percetv- 
ed that they had pitched their camp at a _ certain fountain not 
far from their city, ‘and were getting ready for the fiege of it, 
they called upon Jofhua to affitt them, for fuch was their cafe, as 
to expect to bedeftroyed by thefe Canaanites, but to fuppofe they 
fhould be faved by thefe that came for the deftru&tion of the Ca- 
naanites, becaufe of the league of triendthipthat was between 
them. Accordingly Jofhua made hafte with his whole ermy 
to aflift them,and marching day and night,in the morning he fell 
upon the enemies as they were going up to the fiege ; and 
when he had difcomfited them, he followed them, and purfued 
them down the defcent of the hills. The'place is called Betk 
horon ; where he alfo underftood that God affifted him, which 
he declared by thunder and thunder-bolts, as alfo by the: fall- 
ing of hail larger than ufual. Moreover * it happened that 


Φ Whether this lengthening of the day, by the, flanding ftil of the fun and moon 
were phyfical and real, by the miraculous ftoppage of the diumal motion of the 
earth for about half a revolution, or whether only appareat, by zrial piufphori im- 
itating the fun and moon as ftationary fo long, while clouds and the night hid the 
real ones, and this parhelion, or mock fun affording fufficient light for Jofhua’s 
purfuit and complete victory, (which aerial pho/phert in other shapes have been 
more than ordinarily common of late years,) cannot now be be determined ; phi- 
lofophers and aftronomers will naturally incline to this latter hypothefis. In the 
mean time, the ‘a4 itfe'f was mentioned in the book of Jasher, now loft, Josh. x. 33. 
and is confirmed by Ilaiah, xxviii. 21. by Habacouc, B. 111. ch. xi. and by the 
father of Sirach. Ecclus xivi. 4. in the 18th Pialm of Solomon, ver. ult. it is alfo 
faid of the luminaries, with relation, no doubt, to this and the like miraculous 


fianding {till and going back, in thedays of Joshua and Hezekiah, “ They have | 


® pot wandered from the day that he created ghem ; they have- mos forfaken their 
Vou. I. Ce 
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the day was lengthened. that the night might not come on too 
foon, and be an obftruttion tothe zeal οἱ the Hebrews in pur- 
fuing their enemies, infomuch, that Jofhua took the kings, “ 
which were hidden ina certain cave at Makkedah, and put 
them to death. Now that the day was lengthened at this time 
and was longer than ordinary, is exprefled 1n the books * laid 
Φ, inthetemple. —. ' . ; 
18. Thefe kings which made war with, ἀπά were ready to’ 
fight the Gibeonites, being thus overthrown, Jofhua returned 
again to the mountaineus parts of Canaan ; and when he had 
made a great flaughter of the people there, and took their prey 
he came to the camp at Gilgal. And now there went a great 
fame abroad among the neighboring people’ of the courage of 
the Hebrews and thofe that heard what a number of men ἡ 
~were deftroyed, were greatly affrighted at it. So the kings 
that lived about mount Libanus, who were Canaanites, and 
thofe Canaanites that dwelt tn the plain country, with auxilia- 
ries out of the Tand‘ of the Philiftines, pitched their camp at 
Beroth, acity of Upper Galilee, not far from Cadefh, which 
is itfelf alfoa' place in Galifee, Now the number of the whole 
army was three hundred thoufand armed footmen, and ten 
- thoufand horfemen, and twenty thoufand chartots, fo that the 
multitude οἵ τῆς enemies affrighted both Jofhua himfelf, and. 
the Ifraelites ; and they. inftead of being full of hope of good 
fuccefs, were fuperftitoufly timorous with the great terror 
with which they were ftricken. Whereupon God-upbraided 
them with the fear they werein ; and afked them, Whether 
they defired a greater help than le could afford them ? and 
promifed them that they fhould overeome their enemies ; 
and withal’ charged them to make their enemy’s horfes ufelefs 
and t® burn their chariots. So Jothua became full of cour- 
age upon thefe promifes of God, and went out fuddenly a- 
againit the enemies, and after five day’s march he came upon 
them, and joined battle with them, and there was a ternble 
fight, and fuch a number were flain as could not be believad 
by thofe that heard it. He alfo went on in the purfuit a great 
way, and deftroyed the entire army of the enemies, few only 
excepted, and alt the kings fell m the hate ; infomuth, that 
‘when there wanted nen to be killed, Jothua flew their horfes,. 
and burnt their chariots, and paffed all over their country 
without oppofition, no one daring to meet him in battle ;. 
Eut he {till went on, taking their cities by fiege and again kil- 
hing whatever he took. 5 
tg. The fifth year was now paft,and there was not one of 
the Canaanites remained any longer, excepting fome that hal 
1etired to places of great ftrength. So fothua removed his 


** way from ancient generations, unlefs it were when God enjoined them [Ὁ to do} 
by the command of his fervants " See Authent. Rec. part I. p. 154. 
* Of the books iaid up in thetemple, fee the note on Antiq. B. 111. «ἢ. i § 7. 
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camp to the mountainous country, and placed the tabernacle 
un the city Shiloh, for that feemed a fit place for it, becaufe 
" of the beauty of its fituation, until fuch time as their affairs 
would permit them to build a temple ; and trom .hence he. 
went to Shechem, together with all the people, and raifed an 
altar where Mofes had before hand direéted ; then did he di- 
vide the army, and placed one half of them on mount Geriz- 
zim, and the other half on * mount Ebal, on which mountain 
the altar was ; he alfo placed there the tribe of Levi and the © 
riefls. And when they, had facrificed, and denounced the 
[bieffings and the} curfes, and had left them engraven upon’ 
the altar, they returned to Shiloh. . 

20. And now Jofhua was ald, and faw that the cities of the 
Canaanites were not eafily to be taken, not only becaufe they 
were fituate in fuch flrong places, but becaufe of the ftrength 
of the walls themfelves, which being tuilt round about, the 
natural ftrength of the places on which the c:ties flood, feemed 
capable of repelling their enemies trom befieging them, and 
of making thofe enemies defpair of taking them ; for when 
the Canaanites had dearned, that the I:realites came out of 
Egypt in order to deltroy them, they were bufy all that time 
in making their cities flrong: So he gathered the people to- 
gether to a congregation at Shiloh ; and when they, with great. 
zeal and hafte, were come thither, he oblerved to them what 
profperous {uccelles they had already had, and what glorious 
things had been done, and thole fuch as were worthy of that 
God who enabled them to do thoie things, and worthy οἱ the 
virtue of thofe laws which they tollowed. He took notice 
allio, that thirty-one of thote kiigs that ventured to give them 
battle were overcome, and every army, how great toever it 
were, that confided in their own power, and tought with them, 

was ugerly deftroyed ; fo that not fo much as any of their 
pofterify remained. And as for the cities, fince fome of them 
were taken, but the others muft be taken in length of time,by 
long fieges, both on account οἱ the ftrength of their walls, and 
ot the confidence the inhabitants had in them thereby, he 
thought it reafonable that thofe tribes that came along with 
them trom beyond Jordan, and had partaken of the dangers 
they had undergone, being their own kindred, fhould now be 
’ di{miffed and fent home, and fhould have thanks for the pains 
they had taken together with them. As alfo, he thought it 
reafonable that they. fhould {end one man out of every tribe, 
and he fuch as had the teftimony of extraordinary virtue, who 
fhould meafure the land faithfully, and without any fallacy or 
deceit fhould inform them of its real magnitude. | 

21. Now Jolhua, when he had thus {poken to them, found 
that the multitude approved of his propofal. So he fent men 
to meafure their country, and fent with them fome geometri- 












4 Of the Gitustion of this altar, fee Effay on the Old Teftamént, p. 3701 
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cians, who could not eafily fail of knowing the truth, on ac- 
count of their fkill in that art. He alfo gave them a charge 
to eftimate the meafure οἱ that part of the land that was moft 
fruitful, and what was not fo good; for fuch is the nature of 
the land of Canaan, that one nray fee large plains, and fuch as 
are exceeding fit to produce truit, which yet. if they were 
compared to other parts of the country, might be reckoned 
exceeding fruitful, yet if it be compared with the fields about 
Jericho, and to thoie that belong to Jerufalem will appear to be 
οἱ no account at all. And although it fo falls out, that thefe 

eople have but a very little of this fort of land, and that it 1s 
or the main, mountainous alfo, yet does it not come behind 
other parts, on account of rts exceeding goodnefs and beauty ; 
for which reafon Jofhua thought the land tor the tribes fhould 
be divided by eftimation of its goodnefs, rather than the large- 
nefs of its meafure, it often happening that one acre of fome 
fort of land was equivalent to a thoufand other acres. Now 
the men that were jent, which were in number ten, travelled 
all about and made an eftimation of the land, and in the feventh 
month came to him to the city of Shiloh, where they had fet 
up the tabernacle. ) 

22. So jofhua took both Eleazar, and the fenate, and with 
them the heads of the tribes, and diftributed the land to the 
nine tribes, and to the halt tribe of Manafleh, appointed the 
dimenfions to be accordisg to the largenefs of each tribe. 
So when he had caft lots, Juda: had afligned him by Jot the 
upper part of Judea, reaching as. far as jerufalem, and its 
breadth extended to the lake of Sodom. Now in the let of 
this tribe there were the cities οἱ Afcolon and Gaza. The lot 
- Of Simeon, whieh was the fecond,included that part of Idumes, 
which bordered upon Egypt and Arabia. As to the Benja- 
mites, their lot fell fo. that its length. reached from tbe river 
Jordan to the fea, but in breadth it was bounded by falem 
and Bethel ; and this lot was the narroweft of all, by reafon of 
the goodnefs of the land, for it included Jericho, and the city 
of Jerufalem. -The tribe ot Ephraim had by lot the land that 
extended in length trom the river Jordan to Gezer, but in 
breadth as far as from Bethel, till it end at the great plain. 
The half tribe of Manaffeh had the land from Jordan to the 
city Dora, but its breadth was at Bethfhan, which is now cal- 
led Scythopolis. And after thefe was Iffachar, which had its 
limits in length mount Carmel and the river, but its limits in 
breadth was mount Tabor. The tribe of Zebulon’s Jot in- 
cluded the land which lay as far as the lake of Genefareth, and 
that which belonged to Carmel and the fea.. The tribe of 
Afer had that part which was called the Valley, tor {uch it was, 
and all that part which lay over againftSidon. The city Arce 
belonged to their fhare, which is alfo named AGipus. The 
Naphthalites received the eaftern parts, as tar as the city of 
Damafcus and the upper Galilee, unto mount Libanus, and 
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the fountains of Jordan which arife out of that mountain ; that 
is out of that part of it whofe limits belong to the neighbour. 
ing city Arce. The Danites’ lot included all that part of the 
valley which re{petts the fun fetting, and were bounded by 
Azotus and Dora ; as alfo they had all Jamniaand Gath, from 
Ekron to that mountain where the tribe οἱ Judah begins. 

23. Alter this manner did Jofhua divide the fix nations that 
bear the name of the fons of Canaan, with their land, to be 
poffeffed by the nine tribes and an half ; for Mofes had pre- 
vented him, and had already diftributed the land of the Amor- 
ites, which itfelf was called alfo trom one of the fons ot (ἃ. 
haan, to the two tribes and an half, as we have fhewed already : 
But the parts about Sidon, as alfo thofe that belonged to the 
Arkites, and the Amathites, and the Aradians, νν τὰ not yet 
regularly difpofed of. | 
_ 24. But now was Jofhua hindered by his age from execut- 
ing what he intended to do, (as did thofe that 1ucceeded him 
in the goverment, take little care of what was for the advan- 
tage οἱ the public)fo he gave itin charge to every tribe, to 
leave no. remainder of the race of the Canganites in the land 


that had been divided to them by lot ; that Mofes had affured . 


them beforehand, and they might reft fully fatisfied about it, 
that their own fecurity and their obfervation of their own 
laws depended wholly upon it. Moreover. he enjoined them 
to give thirty-eight cities to the Levites, for they had already 
received ten in the country of the Amorites; and three of 
thefe he afligned to thofe that fled from the man-flayers who 
were to inhabit there ; tor he was very folicitous that nothing 
fhould be negle&ted which Mofes had ordained. Thefe cities 
were οἱ the tribe of Judah, Hebron, of that of Ephraim, She- 
chem, and of that of Naphthal1, Cadeth, which is a place of 
the upper Galilee. He alfo diftributed among them the reft 
of the prey not yet diftributed, which was very great, whereby 
they had an affluence of great riches, both allin general, and 
every one in particular ; and this of gold and ot veitments, 
and of other furniture, befides a multitude of cattle, whofe 
number could not be told. 

25. After this was over, he gathered the army together to 
a congregation ; and {pake thu - to thofe tribes that had their 
fettlement in the land οἱ the Amorites beyond Jordan, for 
50,000 of them had armed themfelves, and had gone to the 
war along with them: ‘‘ Since that God, who is the Father 
** and Lord of the Hebrew nation, has now given us this land 
“ for a poffefhon, and promifed to preferve us in the enjoy- 
* ment of it as our own for ever ; and fince you have with 
alacrity offered yourfelves to aflift us when we wanted that 
afiftance on all occafions according to his command it is 
but juft now all our difficulties are over, that you fhould be 
permitted to enjoy reft, and that we fhould trelpals on your 
alacrity to help us no longer, that fo, if we Should agaia 
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** fland in need of it, we may readily have it on any future 
“* emergency, and not tire you out fo much now as may make 
*¢ you flower in affifting us another time. We theretore re- 
“* turn you our thanks for the dangers you iave undergone 
with ‘us, and we do it not at this time only, but we fhail al- 
‘* ways be thus difpofed ; and be fo good as to remember our 
-*¢ friends, and to preferve in mind what advantages we have 
had trom them, and how you have put off theenjoy ments of 
** your own happinefs for our fakes and have laboured for what 
** we have now, by the good will of God, obtained, and refol- 
ved not to enjoy your ow: pro!perity till you had afforded 
us that affiftance. However, you have, by joining your 
labour with ours, gotten great pJenty of riches, and will 
carry home with you much prey, with kold'and filver, and, 
what is more than all thefe, our good-will towards you, 
and a mind willingly difpofed to make a requital of your 
kindnefs to us, in what cafe foever you fhal] defire it, tor 
** you have not omitted any thing which Mofes before-hand 
** required of you, nor have you defpifed him becaufe he was 
“ dead and gone t#om you, fo thatthere is nothing to dimin- 
** ifh that gratitude which we owe to you. We therefore dif- 
“ mifé you joy'ul to your own inheritances ; and we intreat 
“you to fuppofe, that there is no limit to be fet to the inti- 
** mate relation that is between us; and that you will not 1m- 
*‘ agine, that becaufe this river is interpofed between us, that 
** you are of a different race from us, and not Hebrews, tor 
** we are alltbe pofterity of Abyahara, both we that inhabit 
“ here, and you that inhabit there; and it is the fame God 
“‘ that bréught our forefathers and yours into the world, whofe 
“* worlhip arid farm of government we are to take care ot, which 
** he has ordained, and are moft carefully to obferve, becaufe, 
“© while you continue in thofe laws, God will alfo thew him- 
“ felt mercifut and alfifting to you; but if you imitate the dth- 
“ er nations, and toriake thofe laws he will reje¢t y our nation.” 
When Jofhua had fpoken thus, and fuluted them ali, both 
thofe in authority one by one, and the whole multitude in 
common, he himlelf ftayed where he'was, but the people con- 
duéted thofe tribes on their journey, and that not without tears 
in their eyes ; and indeed they hardly knew how to part one 
from the other. — 

26. Now when the tribe of Reubel, and that of Gad, and 
and as many of the Manaffites as followed them, were paffed 
over the river, they built an altar on the banks of Jordan, as 
a monument to pofterity, and a fign of the relation to thofe that 
fhould inhabit on the other fide. But when tholeon the other 
fide heard that thofe who had been difmiffed had built an al- 
tar but did not hear with what intention they built rt, but 
fuppofed itto be by way of innovation, and for the introduc- 
tion of ftrange gods, they did not incline to difbelieve it, but 
thinking this defamatory report, asif it were-built for divine 
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worfhip, was credible, they appeared in arms, as though they 
would avenge themfelves on thofe that built the altar. and they 
wereaatout to pafs over the river, and to punilh them for their 
fubverfion of the laws of their country, for they did not think. 
it fit to regard them on account of their kindred, or the digni- 
ty of thofe that had given the oceafton, but to regard the will 
of God, and the manner wherein he defired to be worthipped, 
fo thefe mer put themfelves in array for war :- But pothua, 
and Eleazar the high prieft, andthe feriate, reftrained them ; 
and perfuaded them firft to make trial by words of their inten- 
tion, and afterwards, if they found that their intention was 
evil, then only to proceed to make war upon them. Accor- 
dingly they fent as ambafladors to them Phineas, the fen of 
Eleazar, and ten more perfons that were in efteem among the 
Hebrews, to learn of them what was in their mind, when, 
npon paffing over the river, they had built an altar upon its 
banks. But as foon as thefe ambaffadors were pafled over, 
and wére come to them, and a congregation was affembled,. 
Phineas ftood up and faid,‘* That the offence they had been 
** guilty of was of too henious a nature to be punifhed by 

words alone, or by them only to be amended for the future ; 
** yet that they did not fo look at the heinoufnefs of their 
tranfgreffion as to have recourie to arms, and to a battle tor 


kindred, and the probability their was that they might be 
reclaimed, they took this method of fending an ambaffage 
to them, that when we have learned true reafons by which. 
‘** you have beer¥ moved to build this altar, we may’ neither 
“ feem to have'been too rafh in affaulting you by our weapons. 
*¢ of war, it it prove that you made the altar for suffifiable rea- 
“fons, and may then juftly punifh you if the accufation 
“* prove true; for we can hardly fuppofe that you, who have 

een acquainted with the wilt of God and have been hearers 
of thofe laws which he himfelf hath given us, now youare 
feparated from us, and gone to the patrimony of yours, 
* which you, through the grace of God. and that providence 
he exercifes over you, have obtained by lot, can torget him, 
and car leave that ark, and that altar which is pcculiar to 
us, and can introduce ftrange gods, and imitate the wicked 
practices of the Canaanites. Now this will appear to have 
been a {mall crime it you repent now, and proceed no far- 
ther in your madnefs, but pay a due reverence to, and 
keep in mind the laws of your country ; but if thou perfift 
in your fins, we will not grudge our pains to preferve our 
laws, but we will pafs over jordan and defend them, and 
** defend God alfo, and thall efteem of you as of men no way 
** differing trom the Canaanites, but fhall deftroy you in the 
** like manner as we deftroyed them ; for do not you imagine 
** that becaufe you are got over the river that you are got out 
“ ef the reach of God’s power; you are every where in pla- 

. . : 


their punifhment immediately but that, on account of their | 
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ὁ“ ces that belong to him, and impoffible it is to overrun his 

** power, andthe punifhment he will bring on men thereby. 

“ But if you think that your fettlement here will be any ob- 
“ ftruction to your converfion to what 15 good, nothing need 
“ hinder us from dividing the land anew and leaving this old 
““ land to be tor the feeding of fheep ; birt you willdo well to 
““ return to your duty, and to leave off thele new crimes : and 
** we befeech you by your children, and wives, not to torce 
“* us to punifh you. ‘Take therefore fuch meafures in this af- 
* fembly, as fuppefing that your own fatety, and the fafety 

** of thofe that are deareft to you, is therein concerned, and 
* believe that it is better for you to be conquered by words, 
** than to continue in your purpofe, and to experience deeds 
* and war therefore.” 

27. When Phineas had difcourfed thus, the governors of 

the affembly, and the whole multitude, began to make an a-. 
pology for themfelves, concerning what they were accufed 
οἵ ; and they faid, ‘* That they neither would depart from the 
“ relation they bare to them, nor had they built the altar by 
‘* way of innovation ; that they owned one and the fame com- 
** mon God withall the Hebrews, and that brazen altar which 
᾿ § was before the tabernacle. on which they would offer their 
** facrifices : that as to the altar they had raifed, on account . 
** of which they were thus fufpected, it was not built for wor- 
* fhip, but that it might be a‘ign anda monument for our 
* relation to you for ever, and neceflary caution to us to a& 
‘*: wifely, and to continue in the laws of our country, but not 
‘* an handle for tranfgrefling them, as you fufpect : and let. 
** God be our authentic witnefs, that this was the occafion of 
** our building this altar: Whence we beg you will havea 
* better opinion of us, and do not impute fuch a thing to us 
** as would render any of the pofterity of Abraham well wor- 
‘« thy of perdition, in cafe they attempt to bring in new rites, 
4“ and fuch as are different from our ufual pra€tices.” 

28. When they had made this anfwer, and Phineas had 
commended them for it, he came to Jothua, and explained 
before the people what anfwer they had received : now Joth- 
wa was glad that he was under no neceflity of fetting them in 
array, or of leading them to fhed blood, and make war againft 
men of their own kindred ; and accordingly he offered facri- 

_fices of thank{giving to God for the fame: So Jothua after 
that diffolved this great affembly of the people and {ent them 
to their own inheritances, while he himfelf lived in Shechem. 
But in the twentieth year after this, when he was very old, 
he fent for thofe of the greateft dignity in the feveral cities, 
with thofe in authority, and the fenate, and as many of the come 
mon people as could be prefent ; and when they were come, 
he put them in mind of all the benefits God had beftowed on 
them, which could not but be a great many, fince from a low 
eflate they were advanced to fo great a degree οὗ glory and 
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lenty : and exhorted them to take notice of the intentions of 
od, which had heen fo gracious towards them ; and told them, 
that the Deity would continue their triend by nothing elfe 
but their piety ; and that it was proper for him, now he was 
about to depart out of this life, to leave fuch an admonition to 
them, and he defired that they would keep in memory this 
his exhortation to them. | 
. So Jofhua, when he had thus difcourfed tothem, died, 
havinglivei an hundred and ten. years ; forty of which he 
lived with Mofes, in orderto learii what might be for his 
advantage afterwards. He alfo became their commander after 
his death for twenty five years. He was a man that wanted 
not wildom. .nor eloquence, to declare his intentions to the 
people, but very:eminent on both accounts. He was of great 
courage and magnanimity, in a€tjon and in dangers, and very 
fagacious in procuring the peace οἵ the people, and of great 
virtue at all proper feafons. He was guried in the city Tim- 
nah, of the tribe of Ephraim. * About the fame time died Ele- 
azar the high prieft, leaving the high prieithood to his fon 
Phineas. His monument allo and fepulchre are in the city 
Gabatha. 


CHAP. IL- 


How after the death of Fofhua thar Commander, the Ifrealites 
tranlgreffed the Laws of their country, and experienced great 
pe tons ; and uhen there was a fedition aren. the iribe of 

enjamin was deflroyed, excepting only fix hundred men. 


43. A FIER the death of Jofhua and Eleazar, Phineas 

prophefied, + that according to God’s -will they 
fhould commit the government to the tribe of Judah, and that 
this tribe fhould deitroy- the race of the Canaanites, for then 
the people were concerned to learn what was the will of God. 
They alfo took to their affiftance the tribe of Simeon, but upon 
this condition, that when thofe that had been tributary to 


* Since not only Procopius end Suidas, but an earlier author, Mofes Chorenen- 
fis, p. 52, 53): and perhaps from his original author Mariba Catina, one as old as 
Alexander the Great, fetsdown tte famous inscription at Tanger conceming the 
old Canaanites driven out of Paleftine by Joshua, take it here in that author's own 
words : “ὁ We are thofe exiles that were governors of the Canaanites, but have been 
‘ driven away by Joshua the robber, and are come to inhabit here.” Sce the note 
there. Nor is it unworthy of our notice what Motes Chorerenfis adds, p. 53. and 
this upon a diligent examination, viz. that ‘¢ one of thofe eminent men among the 
*s Canaanites came at the fame time into Armenia, and founded the Genthunian 


᾿ “family, or tribe; and that this was confirmed by the manners of the fame family 


‘or trike, as being like thofe of the Canaanites.” 

+ By prophecying, when {poken of an high prieft, Jofephus both here and fre- 
quently elfewhere, means no more than con{ulting God by Urim, which the reader 
is ftill τὸ bear in mind upn all occafions. And if St. John, who was contem- 
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the tribe of Judah thould be flain, they fhould do the Hike for 


the tribe of Simeon. 
2. But the affairs of the Canaanites were at this time in a 
flourtihing condition, and they expeéicd the Ifraeiites with a 
great army at the city Bezek having put the government Into. 
the hands of Adonibezek, which name denotes the Lord of 
Bezek, for Adoni in the Hebrew tongue, is called Lord. Now 
they hoped to have been: too hard for the Ifraelites, becaufe 
Jothua was dead. But when the Ifraelites had joined battle 
with them, I mean thetwo tribes before mentioned, thay tought 
glorioufly, and flew above ten thoufand of them, and put the 
reft to flight ; and in the purfuit they took Adounibezek, who, 
when his fingers and toes were cut off by them, Maid, “ Nay 
** indeed I was not always to lie concealed from God, as-I find 
“‘ by what I now endure, wiile I have not been afhamed to do 
‘the fame to * feventy two kings.’” So they carried him a- 
live as taras. Jerufalem ; and when he was dead, they buried 
him in the earth, and went on ftill in taking the cities: and 
when they had taken the gre teft part of them, they befieged: 
Jerufalem ; and When they had. taken the lower city, which 
was not undea ἃ conliderable time,they flew all. the inhab- | 
itants; but the upper city was not to be taken without great 


porary with Jofephus, and of the fame country mede ufe of his flyle, when he fays, 

that ": ‘Caiaphas Leing Ligh pricft that year, prophefied that Jefus should die tor: 
‘* that nation, and net for that uation oniy, but that alio he should gather together 

* in one the children of God that were {cat:ered abroad,” xi. 51, 52. he may pol- 

fibly mean, that this was revealed to the hizh prieft by an extraordinary voice from - 
between the cherubims, when he had his breaft plate, or Uritn and Fhummim on, 

before or in the mott holy place uf the temple, which was no other than the oracle 

of Urim and Thummim. Ot which above in the note on Antig. B. 11]. chap. 

viii. § 9. 

* Wie great number of 72 regau/i,. or (mall kings, over whom Adonibezek had? 
tyrannifed, and for whicl he was punifhed according to the /ex falronis, as well as 
the 31 kings of Canaan fubdued by Jofhua, and named in one chapter, Joth. xii: 
and 82 kings or royal auxil:aries, to Benhadad king of Syria, 1 Kings, xx. 1.Antiq. 
B VIII ch. xiv. § 1. éntimate to us what was the ancient form of government 8- 
mong feveral nations before the monarchies began, via. that cv ry city or large town. 
with its neighbcuring villages, was a diftin€L government by itlelf, which is the 
more remarkable becaufe this was certainly the form of ecclefiaftical government 
that was fettled by the apoftles, and preferved throughout the Chrifti church in 
the firft ages of Chriftianity. Mr. Addifon is of opinion that “ it would certainly 
“ be for the good of mankind to have all the mighty empires and moharchies of the 
‘¢ world cantoned out into petty ftates and principalities, that like fo many large 
‘families, might lie under the obfervation of their proper governors, fo thet the 
ἐς care of the prince might cxtend itfelf to every individual perfon under his pro- 
‘‘te€tion, though he defpairs uf such a fcheme being brought about, and thinks 
** that if, it were it woukd quickly be deftroyed.” Remarkson Italy, gto. p..151 ὁ 
Nor is it unfit to be obferved here. that the Armenian records, though they give 
us the hiftory of 29 of their ancienteft heroes or governors after the flood belore 
the days of Sardanapalis, had no proper king till the goth Paracrus. See Mofes 
Chorenenfis, Ὁ. 55. Ard that Almighty God does not approve of fuch abfolute 
or tyrannical monarchies, any one may learn that reads Deut. xvii. 14—s0 and 1.0 
Sam, viii. 1—ae, although if fuch kings are fet up asown him for their fupreme 
king, and aim to govern according to his laws, he bath admitted of them, and pro- 
teed them, and their fubjects in 811 generations, 
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difficulty, through the ftrength of its walls, and the nature of 
the place. . . ᾿ 

3' For which reafon they removed their camp to Hebron ; 
and when they had taken it, they flew all the tnhafitante, 
"There were till then left the race of giants, who had bodies 
fo large and .countenances foentirely different from other 
men, that they were furprifing to the fight, and terrible to the 
hearing. The bones of thefe men are itdl fhewn to this very 
day, unlike to any credible relations of other men. Now the 
gave this city to the Levites as an extraordinary reward, wi 
tthe fuburbs of two thoufand cities ; but the land thereto be- 
longing they gave as a free gift to Caleb ; according to the in- 
junttions of Mofes. This Caleb was one of the {pies which 
Mofes fent into the land of Canaan. They alfo gave land tor 
_ habitation to the pofterity of Jethro, the Midianite, who was 
the father-in-law to Mofes for they had left their own country, 
and followed them, and accompanied them in the wildernels. 
| 4. Now the tribes ot Judah and Simeon took the cities 
which were inthe mountainous part of Canaan, as aHo Afke- 
Jon and Afhdod, of thofe that lay near the fea ; but Gaza and 
Ekron efcaped them, tor they, lying ina flatcountry, avd hav- 
ing a great number ot chariots, they forely galled thofe that at- 
tacked them. So thefe tribes, when they were grown very rich 
Dy this war retired to their own cities, and laid afide their 
weapons of war : 

5. But the Benjamites, to whom belonged Jerufalem, per- 

mitted its inhabitants to pay tribute. So they all left off the 
one to kill, and the other to expofe themfelves tu danger, and 
had time to cultwate the ground. The reftof the tribes imi- 
dated that of Benjamin, and did the fame; and contentin 
themfelves with the tributes that were paid them, permitte 
the Canaanites to live in peace. 
_ 6. However, the tribe of Ephraim, when they befieged 
Bethel made no advance, nor performed any thing worthy 
of the time they fpent, and of the pains they took about that 
fiege, yet did they perfift in it, fill fitting down before the ci- 
ty, though they endured great trouble thereby. But after fome 
time, they caught one ot the citizens that came to them to get 
nmeceffaries, and they gave him fome affurances, that if he 
would deliver up the city to them they would preferve him 
and his kindred; fo he fware, that upon thofeterms he would 
put the city into theirhands. Accordingly he that thus betray - 
ed the city was preferved, with his family ; and the Ifraelites 
flew all the inhabitants, and retained the city for themfelves. 

η. After this, the Hraclites grew effeminate as to fighting a- 
ny more againft their enemies, but applied themfelves to the 
cultivation of the land, which producing them great plenty 
and riches, they negle&ted the regular dilpofition of their fet- 

tlement, and indulged themfelves in Tuxury and pleafures ; 
nor were they any longer careful to near the laws that belong- 
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ed to their political government.’ Whereupon God was pro- 
-voked to anger, and put them in mind, fir{t, how contrary to, 
his dige€&tions they had {pared the Canaanites, and, after that, 
how thofe Canaanites, as opportunity ferved, ufed them very 
barbaroufly.: But the Hraelites, though they were in _heavi- 
πεῖς at thefe admonitions from God, yet were they ftill very 
unwilling to go to war; and fince they got large tributes trom 
the Canaanites, and were indifpofed for taking pains by their 
luxury, they fuffered their ariftocracy tv be corrupted alfo, 
and did not ordain themfelves a fenate, nor any other fuch 
magiftrates as their laws had formerly required, but they were 
very much given to cultivating their fields, in order to get 
wealth ; which great indolence of theirs brought a terrible fe- 
dition upon them, and they proceeded fo far as to fight one a- 
gainft another, from the tollowing occafion. | 

8. There * was a Levite, aman of a vulgar family, that be- 
longed to the tribe of Ephraim, and dwelt therein : this man 
married a wife from Bethlehem, which is a place belonging to 
the tribe of Judah. Now he was very fond of his wife, and 
overcome with her beauty ; but he was unhappy in this, that 
he did not-meet with the like return of affeétion from her, for 
fhe was averfe to him, which did more inflame his pafhon tor 
_ her fo thatthey quarrelled one with another perpetually ; and 
at ἰα the woman was fo difgufted at thefe quarrels, that fhe 
left her hufband; and went to her parents in the fourth month. 
The hufband being very uneafy at this her departure, and that 
out οἱ his tondnefs for her, came to his father and mother-tn- 
law, and made up their quarrels, and was reconciled to her, 
and lived with them there four days, as being kindly treated by 
her parents. Onthe fifth day he refolvedto go home, and 
went away in theevening : for his wite’s parents were loth to 
“part with their daughter, and delayed the time till the day was 
gone. Now they had one fervant that tollowed ,.them, and an 
afs.on which the woman rode; and when they were near Jeru- 
falem, having gone already thirty furtongs, the fervant advif- 
ed them to take up their lodgings fome where left fome mis- 
forturie fhould befal them if they travelled in the night, efpe- 
cially fince they were not far off enemies, that feafon often 
giving reafon for {ulpicion of dangers from even fuch as are. 

riends ; but the hufband was not pleafe with this advice, nor 
was he willing to take up his lodging among ftrangers, for the 
city belonged to the Canaanites, but defired rather to go twenty 
furlongs farther, and fo to take their lodgings in fome Ifrael. 
ite city. Accordingly he obtained his purpofe, and came to 


® Jofephus’s carly date of this hiftory befote the beginning of the judges, or 
when there was no king in Ifrael, Judges xix. 1. is ftrongly confirmed by the large 
number of Benjamites | oth in the day of Afa and. Jetofhaphat, 9 Chron. xiv. 8. 
and xvi. 17. who yet were here reduced to 600 men : nor can thefe numbers be 
at all {uppofed genuine, if they were reduced lo late as the end of the judges, where 
eur other copies place this reductioa. 
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Gibeah, a city of the tribe of Benjamin, when it was juf 
dark ; and while no one that lived in the market-place invited 
him to lodge with him, there came an old man outot the field, 
one that was indeed of the tribe of Ephraim, but refided in Gib- 
-eah and met him. and afked him,.Who he was? and for what 
reafon he came thither fo late ? and why he was looking out for 
rovifions for fupper when it was dark ? To which he replied, 
hat he was a Levite, and was bringing his wile from her par- 
ents, and was going home, but he told him his habitation was 
in the tribe of Siphraim. So the old man, as well becaufe of 
their kindred, as becaufe they lifed in the fame tribe, and alfo 
be caufe they had thus accidentally met together, took him in 
to lodge with him. Now certain young men of the inhabi- 
tants ot Gibeah, having feen the woman in the market-place, 
and admiring her beauty, when they underftood that the lodg- 
ed with the old man, came tothe doors as contemning the 
weaknefs and tewnefs of the old man’s tamily ; and when the 
old man defired them to go away, and not to offer any violence 
or abufe there, they defired him to yield them up the ftrange 
woman, and then he fhould have noharm done to him. And 
when the old man alledged, that the Levite was of his kindred, 
and that they would be guilty of horrid wickednels it they fut- 
fered therfifelves to be overcome by their pleafures, and fo of- 
fend againft their laws, they defpifed his righteous admonition, 
and laughed him to fcorn. They alfo threatened to kill him 
if he became an obftacle to their inclinations ; whereupon, 
when he found himfelt im great diftrefs, and yet was not wil- 
ling to overlook his guefts, and fee them abufed, he produced 
his own daughter to them ; and told them, that it was a {mall- 
er breach of the law to fatisfy their luft upon her, than to abufe 
his guefts, fuppofing that he himfelf fhould by this means pre- 
vent any injury to be done to thofe guefts. When they no 
way abated of their earneftnefs for the {trange woman, but in- 
filted abfolutely on their defires to have her, he intreated them 
notto perpetrate any fuch a& of injuftice ; but they proceed- 
ed to take her away by torce, and indulging ftill move the vi- 
olence of their inclinations, they took the woman away totheir 
houfe, and when they had fatisfied their luft upon her the 
whole night, they let her go about day-break. So the came 
tothe place where fhe had been entertained, under great afflic- 
tion at what had happened, and was very forrowful upon oc- 
cafion of what fhe had fuffered, and durft not look her hufband 
in'the face for fhame, tor fhe concluded that he would never | 
forgive her for what the had done, fo the fell down, and gave 
up the ghoft ; but her hufband fuppofed that his wile was only 
faft a fleep, and thinking nothing of a more melancholly na- 
ture had happened, endeavoured to raife her up, refolving to 
{peak comfortably to her, fince fhe did not voluntarily expofe 
herfelf to thefe men’s luft, but wastorced away to their houfe ; 
but as fo.nas he perceived fhe was dead, he atted as prudent- 
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ty. as the greatnefs of his misfortunes would admit, and laid 
fais dead wife upon the beaft, and carried her home ; and cut- 
ting her limb by limb into twelve pieces, he fent them to eve- 
ry wibe, and gave it in charge to thofe that carried them, to 
anform the tribes of thofe that were the caufes of his wife's 
death, and of the violence they had offered to her. 
-_ g. Upon this the people weregreatly difturbed at what they 
aw, and at what they heard, asnever having haa the experi 
ence of fuch a thing betore, fe they gathered themielves to 
Shioh, out of a prodigious anda juft anger, and afflembling 
im a great congregation beforé the tabernacle, they immediate- 
sky refolved to take arms, aad to treat the inhabitants of Gib- 
eah as enemies; but the fenate reftrained them from doing fo, 
and perfuaded them, that they ought not fo haftily to make 
war upon people of the fame nason with them, before th 
i: {courted them by words concerning the accufatien laid agai 
them, it being part of their law, that chey fhould not bring an 
army againit tereigners themfelves when they ap to have 
‘been injurious, without fending an ambaflage firft, and try: 
thereby whether they will repeat or not ; and accordi 
they exhorted them to do what they ought to do in obedi- 
ence to their lawa, that is,to fend to the inhabitants af Gibe- 
ah, to-know whether they would deliver up the difenders to 
them, and if. they deliver them up, to ref fatisiied with the 
punifhment of thofe offenders, but it they defpifed the 
meifage that was fent them, to punifh them, by taking up 
arms againitthem. Accerdingly they fent to the inhabitants 
ot Gibeah, and accufed the young mien of the crimes com- 
matted in the affair of the Levite’s wife, and required οἱ them 
thofe that had done what was contrary to the law, that they 
might be punifhed, as having juitly deferved to die for what 
they had done; but the inhabitants of Gibeah would not de- 
liver up the young men, aad thought it too reproachful to 
them, out οἱ fearof war, te fubmit to other men’s demands 
wpon them, vaunting themfelves to be ao way interior to.asy 
m war, neither in their number sor in courage. The reft of 
their tribe were alfo making great preparation for war, for they 
were fo infolently mad as allo to refolye to repel force by ‘orce. 
so. When it was related to the Ifrealites what the inhabit- 
ants of Gibeah had refolved upon, they toek their.cath that 
no one of them would give his daughter in marriage te a Ben- 
jamite, but make war with greater fury againft them than we 
ve learned our forefathers made war again# the Canaanites, 
and fent out prefently aa.army of four hundred thoufand 
againft them, while the Benjamites’ army was twenty-five 
thoufand and fix hundred ; five hundred of which were excel- 
jent at flinging ftones with thetr left hands, infomuch, that 
when the battle was: joined at Gibeah the Benjamites beat 
the Ifrealites, and οἱ them there fell two thoufand men ; and 
probably more had been deftroyed had aot the night come on 
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and prevented it, and broken off the fight ; fo the Benjamites 
returned to the city with joy, and the /frealites returmed τὸ. 
their camp in a great fright at what had happened. On the 
- next day, when they fought again, the Benjamites beat them, 
and eighteen thoufand of the Hrealites were fain, and the reft 
deferted their camp out of tear of a greater flanghter. So 
they came to * Bethel a city, that was near their camp, and 
fafted on the next day : and befought God by Phineas the 
high prieft, that his wrath againft them might ceafe, and that 
he would be fatished with thefe two defeats, and give them 
᾿ the victory and power over their enemies. Accordingly God 
promifed them fo todo by the prophely ing of Phineas. 
1x. When therefore they had divided the army into two. 
arts, they laid the one half ot them tn ambufh about the city 
Gibeah by night, while the other half attacked the Benjamites, 
who retiring upon the affault, the Benjamites purfued them, 
while the Hebrews retired by flow degrees, as very defirous to 
draw them entirely trom the city, and the other followed them 
as they retired, till both the old men and young men that were 
left in the city, was too weak to fight, came running out to- 
ether with them, as willing to bnng their enemies under. 
owever when they were a great way from the city the He 
brews ran away no longer, but turned back to fight them, and 
life up the fignal they had agreed on to thofe that lay in 
ambuth, who rofe up, and with a great noe tell upon the en- 
emy. Now, as foomas ever they perceived themfelves to be 
deceived,they knew not what to do, and when they were driv- 
en into a certain hollow place which was ina valley, they 
were fhot at by thofe that encompaffed them, till they were 
all deftroyed, excepring fix hundred, which formed themfelves 
into ἃ clofe body of men, and forced their paflage through the 
midft of their enemies, and fled to the neighbouring moun- 
tains. and feizing upon them, remained there ; but the τοῦ of © 
them, being about twenty-five thoufand, were flain. Then 
did the Hraelites-burn Gibeah, and flew the women and the 
males that were under age ; and did the fame alfo to the other 
cities of the Benjamites. Andindeed they were enraged to 
that degree, that they fent twelve thoufand men out of the 
army and gave them orders to deftroy Jabefh Gilead, becaufe 
it did not join with them in fighting againft the Benjamites. 
Accordingly thole that were fent flew the men of war, with 
their children and wives, excepting four hundred virgins. 
To fuck a degree had they proceeded in their anger, becaufe 
they not only had the fuffering of the Levite’s wife to avenge, 
“but the flaughter of their own foldiers. 


* Jofephus feems here to have made a {mell miftake, when he took tha. Hebrew 
word Seth-£/, which denotes the houfe of God, οὐ the tabernacle, judg. xx. 18. for. 
the proper name of a place Bethel, it n> way appearing that the tabernacle was ever 
a Bethel; only fo far it is true. that Shiloh, the place of the taberaacle in the days 
of the Judges, was not far from Bethel. 
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. 32. However, they afterward were forry for the calamity - 
they had brought upon the Benjamites, and appointed a faft 
on that a count, although they fuppofed thofe men had fuf. 
fered juftly for eheir offence againft the laws, {g they recalled 
by their ambaffadors thefe fix hundred which had efcaped. 
Thele had feated themfelves on a certain rock called Rimmon, 
which was in the wildernefs ; fo the ambaffadors lamented not 
only the difafter that had befallen the Benjamites, but them- 
felves alfo, by this deftruction of their kindred, and perfuaded 
them to take it patiently, and to come and unite with them, 
and not, fo far as jn them lay, to give their fuffrage to the utter 
deftruftion of the tribe of Benjamin ; and {aid to them,“ We 
** give you leave totake the whole land of Benjaminito y our- 
“ felves, and as much prey as you are able to carry away 
** with you.” So thefe men with forrow confeffed, that what 
had been done was according to the decree of God, and had 
happened for their own wickednefs, and affented to thofe 
that invented them, and came down to their owntribe. The 
*Ifraelites alfo gave them the tour hundred virgins οἱ Jabefh ᾿ 
Gilead for wives ; but as tothe remaining two hundred, the 
deliberated about it how they might compafs wives enoug 
for them, and that they might have children by them, and 
whereas they had before the war began taken an oath, that no 
one would give his daughter to wife toa Benjamite, fome ad- 
vi'ed them to have no regard to what they had fworn, becaule 
the oath had not been taken advifedly and judicigufly, but in 
a paffio», and thought that they fhould do nothing againft 
God, if they were able to fave a whole tribe which was in 
danger of perifhing, and that perjury was then a fad and dan- 
gerousthing, not when itis done out of neceflity, but when 
it is done with a wicked intention. But when the fenate were 
affrighted atthe very name of perjury, a certain perfon told 
them, that he could fhew them a way whereby they might 
procure the Benjamites wives enough, and yet keep their 
oath, They afked him what his propofal was? He faid, “‘ that 
** three times in a year when we meet in Shiloh, our wives and 
** our daughters accompany us, let then the Benjamites be al- 
** lowed to {teal away, and marry fuch women. as they can 
‘“ catch, while we will neither incite them nor forbid them ; 
** and when their parents take it ill, and defire us to infli& 
** punifhment upon them, we will tell them, that they were 
“ themfelves the caufe ot what had happened, by negle&ing 
“τὸ guard their daughters, and that they ought not to be over- 
‘‘angry atthe Benjamites, fince that anger was permitted - 
“τὸ rife too high already.” So the Ifraelites were perfuaded 
to follow this advice, and decreed, that the Benjamites fhould 
be allowed thus to fteal themfelves wives. So when the fefti- 
val was coming on, thefe two hundred Benjamites lay in am. 
buth before the city, by two and three together, and waited 
Sor the coming of the virgins, in the vineyards and other pla- 
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ces where they could lie concealed. Arcordingly the virgins 
came along playing, and fufpetied nothing of what was com- 
ing upon them, and walked after an unguarded manner, fo 
thofe that lay {cattered in the road rofe up, and caught hold 
of them ; by this means thefe Benjamites got them wives and 
fellto agriculture, and took good care to recover their for- 
mer happy ftate. Andthus wa this tribe of the Benjamites, 
atter they had been in danger of entirely perifhing, faved in. 
‘the manner fore-mentioned, by the wifdom of the Ifraelites ; 
and accordingly it prefently flourifhed, and foon increafed 
to bea multitude, and came to enjoy all other degrees of hap- 
pinefs, And {uch was the conclufion of this war. 


CHAP. III. 


How the Iraelites after this misfortune grew wicked, and fer- 
ved the Affyrians and how God delivered them by Uthniel, wha - 
ruled over them forty years. 


§ 1. Now it happened, that the tribe of Dan fuffered in 
like. manner with the tribe of Benjamin; and it 
came to do fo on the occafion following : When the Ifrae}- 
ites had already left off the exe.cfie of their arms for war,and 
were intent upon their bufbandry, the Canaanites defpif- 
ed them, and brought together an army, not becaufe they ex- 
pefted to fuffer by them but becaufe they had a mind to have 
a fure prof{fpe& of treating the Hebrews ill when they pleafed, 
and might thereby for the time to come dwell in their own 
cities the more fecurely ; they prepared therefore their char- 
iots, and gathered their foldiery together, their cities alfo com- 
bined together, and drew over to them Afkelon and Ekron, 
which were within the tribe of Judah, and many more of thofe 
that lay inthe plain. hey alfo forced the Danites to fly 
into the mountainous country, and left them not the leaft por- 
tion of the plain country to fet their foot on. Since then 
thefe Danites were not able to fight them, and had not land 
enough to fuftain them, they fent five of their men into the 
midland country to fee fora land to which they might remove 
their habitation > So thefe men went as far as the neighbour- 
hood of niount Libanes, and the fountains of the leffer Jor- 
dan, at the great plain of Sidon, aday’s journey from the 
city ; and when they had taken a view of the land, and found 
it to be good. and exceeding fruittul, they acquainted their 
tribe with it, whereupon they made an expedition with the | 
army, and built there the city Dan, of the fame name with the - 
fon of Jacob, and of the fame name with their own tribe. 
2. The Ifraelites grew fo indolent, and unready of taking 
pains, that misfortunes came heavier upon them, which alfo 
proceeded in part from thejr contempt of the divine worfhip ; 
OL. i. 6 
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for when they‘had once fallen off from the regulatity of their 
political government, they indulged themfelves farther in liv- 
ing according to their own pleafure, and according to their 
own will, till they were full of the evil doings that were com- 
mon among the Canaanites. God theretore was angry with 
them, and they loft that their happy ftate which they had ob- 
tained by innumerable labours by their luxury : for when 
Chuthan, king of the Affyrians, had made war againf{ them, 
they loft many of their foldiers in the battle, and when they 
were befteged, they were taken by force; nay, there were 
fome who, out of fear. voluntarily {ubmitted to him, and 
thought the tribute laid upon them was more than they could 
bear, yet did they pay it, and underwent all fort of oppreffion 
for eight years ; after which time they were freed from them 
in the following-manner. 

. There was one whofe name was Othniel, the fon 
of Kenaz, of the tribe of Judah, an aétive man, and o 
great courage. He had an admonition trom God not te 
overlook thelfraelites in fuch a diftrefs as they were now 
in, but to endeavour boldly to gain them their liberty ; fo 
when he had procured fome to affift him in this dangerous 
undertaking, fand few they were, who, etther out of fhame at 
their prefent circumftances,or out of a defire of changing them 
could be prevailed on to affift him) he firft of all deftro ed 
that garrifon which Chufhan had fent over them ; but when 
it was perceived that he had not failed in his firft attempt, 
morg ot the people came to his affiftance ; fo they joined bat- 
tle with the Affyrians, and drove them entirely before them, 
and compelled them to pafs over Euphrates. Hereupon Oth- 
niel, who had given fuch proofs of his valour, received from 
the multitude authority to judge the people : and when he had 
ruled over them forty years, he died. 


CHA P. IV. 


How our people Served the Moabites Eighteen years, and were 
then delivered from flavery by one Ehud, who retgined the do- 
minion Eighty years. 


§ 1. ἵν HEN Othniel was dead, the affairs of the Ifraelites 
fell again into diforder : and while they neither 

aid to God the honour due to him, nor were obedient to the 
aws, their affliftions increafed, till Eglon king of the Moab- 
ites, did fo greatly defpife them on account of their political 
government, that he made war upon them and overcame them 
in feveral battles, and made the moft couragecus to fubmit, 
and entirely {ubdued their army, and ordered them to pay him 


ᾳ 
Chap. IV.] ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 227 


tribute. And when he had.built him ἃ royal palace at * Jer- 
icho, he omitted no method whereby he might diftrefs them ; 
and indeed he reducedthem to poverty for eighteen years. 
But when God had once taken pity of the Ifraelites, on ac- 
count of their afflitions, and was moved to compaffion by 
their fupplications put up to him, he freed them from the 
hard ufage they had met with under the Moabites. This: lib- 
erty he procured for them in the following manner. 

2. There was a young man of the tribe of Benjamin, whofe 
name was Ehud, thefon of Gera, a man of very great cour- 
age in bold undertakings, and of a very {trong body fit for 
hard labour, but beft fkilledin ufing his lelt hand, in which 
was his whole frength ; and he alfo dwelt at Jericho. Now 
this man became familiar with Eglon, and that by means of 
prefents, with which he obtained his favour, and infinuated 

imfelt into his good opinion, whereby he was alfo beloved 
of thofe that were about the king. Now, when ona time he 
was bringing prefents to the king, and had two fervants with 
him, he put a dagger on his right thigh fecretiy, and went in 
to him : it was then fummer time, and the middle of the day, 
when the guards were not ftrictly on their watch, both be- 
caufe of the heat, and becaufe they were gone to dinner. So 
the young man when he had offered his prefents to the king, 
who then refided in a {mall parlour that ftood conveniently to 
avoid the heat, he fell into difcourfe with him, for they were 
now alone, the king having bid his fervants that attended him 
to go their ways, becaufe he had a mind to talk with, Ehud. 
He was now fitting on his throne, and fear feized upon Ehud 
left he fhould mifs his ftroke and not give him a deadly wound, 
{0 he raifed himfelf up, and {aid he had a dream to impart to 
him by the command of God; upon which the king leaped 
out οἱ his throne for joy of the dream, fo Ehud {mote him to 
- the heart, and leaving his dagger in his body, he went out 
and fhut the door after him. Nowthe king’s fervants were 
very ftill, as fuppofing that the king had compofed himfelf to 

eep. 

3. HereuponEhud informed the people of Jericho privately 
of what he had done, and exhorted them to recover their lib- 
erty ; who heard him gladly, and went to their arms, and fent: 
meffengers over the country, that fhould found trumpets of 
ram’s horns, for it wa8 our cuftom to call the people togeth- 
er by them. Now the attendants of Eglon were ignorant of 


* It appears by the facred hiftory, Judg. i, 16. ‘iii. 14. that Eglon’s pavilion 
er palace was at the city of palm trees, as the p'ace where Jericho had ftvod is cale 
led after its deftru€tion by Jofhua, that is, at or near the demolished city. Accor 
dingly Jofephus fays it was at Jericho, or rather in that fine country of palm trees, 
upon, or near to the fame {pot of ground on which Jericho had formerly ftood, 
and on which it was rebuilt by Heil, 1 Kings xvi. 94. Our other copies that a- 
void its preper name Jericho, and call it the city of Palm trees only, {peaks here 
more accurately than Jofephus. - 


‘ 
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what misfortune had befallen him for a great while ; but to- 
wards the evening, fearing fome uncommon accident had hap- 

ened, they entered into his parlour, and when they tound 
fim dead, they were in great diforder, and knew not what to 
do; and before the guards could be got together, the multi- 
tude οἱ the Ifraelites came upon'them, fo that fome of them 
were flain immediately, and fome were put to flight, and ran 
away toward thecountry of Moab, inorder to fave themfelves. 
Their number was above ten thoufand. The Ifraelites feized 
upon the ford of Jordan and purfued them, and flew them, 
and many of them they killed at the ford, nor did one of them © 
ef{cape out of their hands ; and by this means it was that the 
Hebrews freed themfelves from flavery, under the Moabrtes. 
Ehud alfo was on this account dignified with the govern- 
mcnt over all the multitude, and died after he had held the gov- 
ernment *eighty years. He was aman worthy of commen- 
dation; even befides what he deferved for the fore-mentioned 
a€t ot his. After him Shamgar, the fon ot Anath, was eleé- 
ed for their governor, but died in the firft year of his govern- 
ment. ᾿ 


CHAP. V. 


How the Canaamites brought the [fraelites under flavery for 
twenty years ; after which they were delivered by Barak and 
Deborah, who ruled over them jor forty years. 


§ 1. AXP now it was that the If{raelites, taking no warn- 

ing by their tormer misfortunes to amend their man- 
ners, and neither worthipping God nor fubmitting to the laws, 
were brought under flavery by Jabin, the king of the Canaan- 
ites, and that betore thcy had a fhort breathing time after the 
flavery under the Moabites ; for this jabin came out of Ha- 
zor, a city that was fituate over the Jake Semechonitis, aad 
had in pay three hundred thoufand tootmen, and ten thou- 
fand horfemen, with no tewer than. three thouland ‘chariots, 
Sifera was the commander of all his army, and was the princi- 
pal perfon in the king’s favour. He fo forely beat the Ifrael. 


ites when they fought with him, that he ordered them to pay 
tribute. , 


* Thef: 80 years for the government of Ehud are neceffary to Jofephus’s ufual 
large numbers between the Exodus and the building of the temple, of 592 or 612 
years. but not to the fmeileit number of 480 years, 1 Kings vi. 1. which jetifer num- 

Josephus feems fometimes to have followed. And fince in the beginning of 
the next chapter it is faid by Jofephus, that here was hardly a breathing time for 
the Ifraelites before Jabin came and enflaved them, it is highly probable, that fome 
of the copi sin his time had here only 8 years inflead of 80; as had that of Teo- 
Polephs Antioch, 4d dutolye, L, 111. and this moft probably from bis copy of 

ofephus. 
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2. So they continued to undergo that hardfhip for twenty 
years, as not good enough ofthemfelves to grow wife by their 
misfortunes. God was willing alfo hereby the more to fub- 
due their obftinacy and ingratitudetowards himfelf. So when 
at length they were become penitent, and were fo wife as to 
learn that their calamities aroie from their contempt of the laws, 
they befought Deborah a certain prophetefs among them 
(which name in the Hebrew tongue hgnifies a Bee) to pray 
to God to take‘pity on them, and not to overlook them, now 
they were ruined by the Canaanites. So God granted them 
deliverance, and chofe them a general, Barak, one that was 
οἱ the tribe of Naphtali (now Barak, in the Hebrew tongue, 
fignifies Aghtning.) | 

3. So Deborah tent for Barak; and bid him choofe him out 
ten thoufand young men, to go againft the enemy, becaufe 
God had faid that that number was fufficient, and promiled 
them viétory, But when Barak faid, that he would not be the 
general, unlefs the would al‘o go as a general with him, fhe 
had indignation at what he faid, and replied, “ Thou, O Ba- 
“ rak, delivereft up meanly that authority which God hath 
** given thee, into the hand of a woman, and I do not rejett 
“it.” So they colleéted ten thouland men and pitched their 
camp at mount Tabor, where, at the king’s command, Sifera 
met them, and pitched his camp not tar from the enemy ; 
whereupon the Ifraclites, and Barak himfelf, were fo affright- 
ed at the multtude of th. fe enemies, that they were relolved 
to march off, had not Deborah retained them, and command- 
ed them to fight the enemy that very day, for that they fhould 
conquer them, and God. would be their affiftance. 

4. So the battle began ; and when they were come toa 
clofe fight, there came down trom heaven a great ftorm, with 
a vaft quantity of rain and hail, and the wind blew the rain in 
the face of the Canaanites, and fo darkened their eyes, their 
arrows and flings were of no advantage to them; nor would 
the coldnefs of the air permit the foldiers to make ufe of their 
fwords, while this ftorm did not fo much incommode the If- 
raelites, becaufe it came in their backs. They alfo took fuch 
courage, upon the apprehenfion that God was aflifting them, 
that they fell upon the very midft of thetr enemies, and flewa 
great number ot them, fo that fome of them tell by the I{rael- 
ites, fome fell by their own horfes, which were put into dif- 
order, and not a few were killed by their own chariots. At 
laft Sifera, as foon as he faw himfelf beaten, fled away, and 
came to a woman whofe name was fae/, a Kenite, who re- 
ceived him, when he defired to be concealed ; and when he 
afked for fomewhat to drink, fhe gave him four milk, of which __ 
he drank fo unmeafurably, that he fell afleep, but when he was — 
afleep Jael took an iron nail, and drove it through his temples 
with an hammer into the floor ; and when Barak came a Iittle at- 
terward, fhe lhowed Sifera nailed to the ground. And thus was 
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this vi€tory gained by a woman, as Deborah had foretold. Barak 
al{fo tought with Jabin at Hazor; and when he met with him he 
flew him ; and when the general was fallen, Barak overthrew 

. the city to the foundation, and was the commander of the 
Ifraelites for forty years. 


CHAP. VI. 


How the Midianites and other nations fought againfi the 7 γαεῖ- 
ttes, and beat them, and affiGedthear Country for feven years. 
How they were delivered by Gideon, who ruled over the mule 
titude for feuen years. 


4 1. OW when Barak and Deborah were dead ; whofe 

ἡ deaths happened about the fame time, afterwards 
the Midianites called the Amalekites and Arabians to their af- 
fiftance, and made war againft the Iraelites, and were too 
hard for thofe that fought againft them ; and when they had 
burnt the fruits of the earth, they carried off the prey. Now 
when they had done this tor three years, the multitude of the 
Ifraelites retired to the mountains, and torfook the plain coun- 
try. They alfo made themfelves hollows under ground, and 
caverns, and preferved therein whatfoever had efcaped their 
enemies ; for the Midianites made expeditions in harveft time, 
but permitted them to plough the Jand in winter, that fo when 
the others had taken the pains, they might have fruits for them 
to carry away. Indeed there enfued a famine, and a fcarcit 
of food, upon which they betook themfelves to their fuppli- 
cations to God, and befought him to fave them. 

2. Gideon alfo, the fon of Joath, one of the principal per- 
fons of the tribe of Manaffeh brought his fheaves of corm pri- 
vately, and threfhed them at the wine-prefs, for he was too 
fearful of their enemies, to threfh them openly in the threfh- 
ing floor. At this time fomewhat appeared to him in the fhape 
of ayoung man, and fold him, ‘‘ That he was an happy man, 
44 and beloved of God.” To which he immediately replied, 
** A mighty tmdication of God’s tavour to me. that i am forc- 
** ed to ufe this wine-prefs inftead of a threfhing-floor!” But 
the appearance exhorted him to be of good courage, and to 
make an.attempt tor the recovery of their liberty. He an- 
fwered, That “ it was impoflible for him to recover it, be- 
** caufe the tribe to which he belonged, was by no means nue 
‘! merous, and becaufe he was but young himfelt, and too in- 
** confiderable to think of fuch great aétions.” But the other 
promifed him, that God would fupply what he was defe€tive 
in, and would afford the Ifraelites vidory under his condu€t. 

3. Now therefore as Gideon was relating this to fome young 
men, they believed him, and immediately there was an army 


ef ten thoufand men got ready for fighting. But God itéod 


Chap. VI.] ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. “211 


by Gideon in his fleep, and told him, That ‘‘ mankind were too 
* fond of themfelves, and were enemies to fuch as éxcelled in 
virtue, now that they might not pafs God over, but afcribe 
the vi€tory tohim. and might not fancy it obtained by their 
own power, becaufe they were a great army, and able of 
“ themilelves to fight their enemies, but might confefs that it 
was owing to his affiftance, he advifed him to bring his ar- 
my about noon, in the violence of the heat, to the river, and 
to efteem thofe that bent down on their knees, and fo drank 
to be men of courage, but for all thofe that drank tamultu- 
oufly. that he fhould efteem them to do it out of fear, and as 
in dread οἱ their enemies.” -And when Gideon had done 
as God had fuggefted to him, there were found three hundred 
men that took water with their hands tumultuoufly, fo God 
bid him take thefe men and attack the enemy. Accordingly 
they pitched theircamp at the river Jordan, as yeady the next 
day to pafs over it. . 

4. But Gideon was in great fear, for God had told him be- 
fore hand, that he fhould fet upon his enemies in the night 
time. But God being willing to tree him from his fear, bid 
him take one ot his foldiers, and go near to the Midianites’ 
tents, for that he fhould trom that very place have his courage 
raifed, and grow bold. So he obeyed, and went and took his 
fervant Phurah with him; and as he came near to,one of the 
tents he difcovered that thofe that were in it were awake, and 
that one of them was telling to his fellow-foldier a dream of 
his own, and that fo plainly that Gideon could hear him. The 
dream was this. He thought he faw a barley cake, fuch an 
one as could hardly be eaten by men it was fo vile, rolling 
through the camp, and overthrowing the royaf tent, and the 
tents of al) the foldiers. Now the other foldier explained this 
vifion to mean the deftru€tion of the army, and told them what _ 
his reafon was which made him fo to conje€ture, viz. that the 
feed called baricy was all of it allowed to be of the vileft fort 
of feed, and that the Ifraelites were known to be the vileft of 
all the people of Afia, agreeably to the feed of barley, and that 
what feemed to look big among the Ifraelites was this Gideon 
and the army that was with him ; and fince thou fayeft thou 
didft fee the cake overturning our tents, I am afraid left God 
hath granted the vi€tory over us to Gideon, 

5. When Gideon had heard this dream, good hope and cou- 
rage came upon him; and he commanded his foldiers to arm 
themfelves, and told them of this vifion of their enemies. 
They alfo took courage at what was told them. and were ready 
to perform what he fhould enjoin them. So Gideon divided 
his army into three parts, and brought it out about the fourth 
watch of the night, each part containing an hundred men; 
they all bare empty pitchers, and lighted lamps in their hands, 
that their onfet might not be diftovered by their enemies. 
They had alfo each of thema ram’s horn in his right hand, 


διε 
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which he ufed inftead of atrumpet. The enemy’s camp took 
up a large {pace οἵ ground ; for it happened they hada great 
many camels; andas they were divided into different nations, 
fo they were all contained in one cirele. Now when the He- 
brews did asthey were ordered before hand, upon their ap- 
proach to their enemies, and on the fignal given, founded 
with their ram’s horns, and brake their pitcher>, and fet upon 
their enemies with their lamps, anda great fhout, and cried, 
“ Vittory to Gideon, by God's afliftance,” a diforder anda 
fright feized on the other men while they were half afleep, for 
it was night time, as God would have it; fo that a tew of them 
were flain by their enemies, but the greateft part by their own 
foldiers, on account ot the diverfity of their language, and 
when they were once put into diforder, they kylled ail tha 
they met with, as thinking them to be enemies alfo, Thus there 
were a great ffaughter made. Andas the report of Gideon’s - 
vaGory came to the Ifraelites, they took their weapons and 
purfued their enemies, and overtook them in a certain valley, 
encompalfed with torrents, a place which thefe could not get 
over; fo they encompaffed them, and flew them all, with 
their kings, Oreb and Zeeb. But the 1emaining captains led 
thofe foldicrs that were left, which were about eighteen thou- 
fand, and pitched their campa great way off the Ifraelites. 
However. Gideon did not grudge his pains, but purfued 
them with all his army, and joined battle with them, cut off 
the whole enemy’s. army, and took the other leaders, Zebaly 
and Zalmuna, and made them captives. Now there were 
flain in this battke of the Midianites, and of their auxiliaries 
the Arabians, about an hundred and twenty thoufand, and the 
Hebrews took a great prey, gold and filver, and garments, and 
camels, and afles. And when Gideon was cometo his own 
country οἱ Ophrah, he flew the kings of the Midianites. 

6. However the tribe of Ephraim was fo difpleafed at the 
good fuccefs of Gideon, that they refolved to make war again 
bim, accufing him becaufe he did not tell them of his expedi- 
tion againft their enemies. But Gideon, as a man of temper, 
and that excelled in every virtue, pleaded, ‘‘ That it was not 
“* the refult of his.own authority or reafoning, that made him 
*‘ attack the enemy without them, but that τὸ was the com- 
“ mand of God, and itill the vitory belonged to them as well 
“85 thofe_inthe army.” And by this method of cooling their 
paflions, he brought more advantage to the Hebrews, than by 
the fuccefs he had againft thefe enemies, for he thereby deliv- 
ered them from a fedition which was arifing among them ; yet 
did this tribe afterwards fuffer the punifhment of this their in- 
jurious treatment of Gideen, of which we will give an account 
in due time. 

4]. Hereupon Gideon would haveiaid down the government, 
but was over perfuaded to take it, which he enjoyed forty 
years and diitributed juftice to them as the people came to 
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him in their differences ; and what he determined was efteem- 
ed valid by all. And when he died he was buried in his own 
sountry ot Ophrah. 


CHA Ρ. Vi. | 
That the Fudges who fucceeded Gideon made war with the ad- 


joining nations for a long time. 


41. New Gideon had feventy fons that were legitimate, 
for he had many wives, but he had alfo one that 
was {purious by his cOncubine Drumah, whole name. was 4- 
é:melech, who, atter his father’s death retired to Shechem to 
his mother’s relations, for they were of that place. And when 
he had got money ot fuch οἱ them as were eminent for many 
inftances of injuftice, he came with them to his father’s houfe. 
and flew all his brethren, except Jotham, for he had the good . 
fortune to e{cape-and be preferved ; but Abimelech. made the 
government tyrannical, and conftituted himfelf a lord, to do 
what he pleafed inftead of obeying the laws, and he atied moft 
rigidly againjt thofe that were the patrons of juftice. . 

2. Now, whenon a certain time, there was a public feftival 
at Shechem, and all the multitude was there gathered togeth- 
er, Jotham his brother, whole efcape we betore related, went 
up to mount Gerizzim, which hangs over the city Shechem, 
and cried out fo as to be heard by the multitude, who were at- 
tentive to him. He defired they would confider what he was 
going tofay tothem. So when filence was made, he faid, 
** That when the trees had ahuman voice, and there was an 
*‘affembly of them gathered together, they defired that the 
** fig-tree would rule over them; but when that tree refuled fo 
“* to do, becaufe it was contented to enjoy that honour which 
** belonged peculiarly to the fruit it bare, and not.that which 
“ thould oe derived to it trom abroad, the trees did not leave 
“* off their intentions to have a ruler, fo they thought proper 
“τὸ make the offer of that honour to the vine ; but when the 
** vine-was chofen, & made ufe of the fame words which the 
“ fig-tree had ufed before, and excufed itfelf from accepting 
‘** the government ; and when the olive tree had done the fame, 
"τῆς brier, whom the trees had defired to take the kingdom, 
** (itis a fort of wood good for firing,) it promifed to take the 
** sovernment, and to be zealous in the exercife of it, but that 
** then they muft fit down under its {hadow, and if they fhould 
** plot againft it to deftroy it, the principle of fire that was in 
** it fhould deftroy them. Hetold them that what he had faid 
* was no laughing matter ; for that when they had experienc. 
** ed many bleffings trom Gideon, theyioverlookes Aiimelech, 
** when he over-ruled all, and had joined with them in flay- 
“ ing. his brethren ; ane. that he was no better than a fire him- | 

ol. 1, 
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* felf.”. So when he had faid this, he went away, and lived 
privately in the mountains for three years, out ot fear of Α- 
imelech. ; 

. A little while after this feftival, the Shechemites, who 
had now repented themfelves of having flain the fons of Gid- 
eon, drove Abimelech away, both from their city and thetr 
tribe ; whereupon he contrived how he might diftrefs their ci- 
ty. Now at the feafon of vintage, the people were afraid to 
go out and gather their fruits, tor fear Abimelech fhould do 
them fome mifchief. Now it happened that there had come 
- to them a man of authority, one Gaal, that fojourned with 
them, having his armed men, and his kinfmen with him, {fo 
the Shechemites defired that he would aflow them a guard dur- 
ing their vintage, whereupon he accepted of their defires, and 
fo the people went out, and Gaal with them’ at the head of his 
foldiery :. So they gathered their fruit with fafety. ; and when 
‘they were at fupper in feveral companies, they then ventured’ 

to curfe Abimelech openly, and the magiftrates laid ambufh- 
es in places about the city, and caught many ‘of Abimelech’s 
‘followers and deftroyed them. 

4. Now there was one Zebul, a magiftrate of the Sheche- 
mites, that had entertained Abimelech. He fent meffengers,. 
and informed him how much Gaal had trritated the people a- 
gainft him, and cxcited him to lay ambuhhes before the city, 
for that he would perfuade Gaal to go out againft him, which. 
would leave itin his power to be reverged on him, and when 
that was once done, he would: bring him to be reconciled to- 
the city. So Abimelech laid ambuthes, and himfelf lay with 
them. Now Gaal abode in the fuburbs, taking little care of 
himfelf ; arid Zebul was with him. Now as Gaal faw the arm- 
ed men coming on, he (διά to Zebul, that fome armed men 
wefe coming; but the other replied, they were only fhadows 
of huge ftones; and. when they were come nearer, Gaal per- 
ceived what was the reality, and faid, they were net fhadows,. 
but men lying in. ambufh. Then faid Zebul, didf not thou 
reproach Abimelech for cowardice ? why doft thou not then: 
fhew how very courageous thou art thyfelf, and go and fight 
him ? So Gaal, being in diforder. joined battle with Abime-. 
lech, and fome of his men fell; whereupon he fled into the 
erty, and took his men with him. But Zebul managed his 
matters fo in the city, that he procured them to expel Gaal- 
out of the city, and this by accufing him of cowardice in this 
a€tion with the foeldiers of Abimelech. But Abimelech. when: 
he had learned that the Shechemites were again coming out to- 
gather their grapes, placed ambubhes before the city , and when 
they were coming out, the third part of his army took poffef- 
fion of the gates, to hinder the citizens from returning in a- 
gain, while the reft purfued thofe that were fcattered abroad, 
and fo there was flaughter every where ; and when he had 
everthrown the city to the very foundations, for it: was-not a~ 
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ble to bear a fiege, and had fown its ruins with falt, he Pic: 
ceeded on with his army, till all the Shechemites were flain. 
As. for thofe that were feattered about the country, and fo ef- 
«<aped the danger, they were gathered together unto a certain. 
ftrong rock, and fettled themfelves upon it, and prepared to 
build a walla:outit; and when Abimelech knew their inten- 
tions he preven‘ed them, and came upon them with his. tor- 
ees, and laying taggots of dry wood round the place, he him- 
felt bringing fome ot them, and by his example encouraging 
the foldiers to do the fame. And when the rock was encaom- 
pafled round about with thefe faggots, they fet them on fire, 
and threw in whatfoever by nature caught fire the moft eafily ; 
{o a mighty flame was raifed, and nobody could fly away from 
the rock, but every man perifhed, with their wives and chile 
dren, in all about fifteen hundred men, and the reft werd a 
great numberalfo. And fuch was the calamity which fell up- 
onthe Shecbemites ! and men’s grief on their account had 
Deen greater than it-was, had they not brought fo much mif- 
chief on a perion who had fo well deferved ot them, and had 
they not themfelves efleemed this as a pun{hment for the fame. 
Now Abimelech, when he had affrichted the I{raelites, 
with the miferies he had brought upon the Shechemites, feem- - 
ed openly to affe&t greater authority than he now had, and ap- 
peared to fet no bounds to his violence, unlels it were with the 
deftruction of al! Accordingly he marched to Thebes, and 
took the city on the fudden ; and there being a great tower 
therein, whereunto the whole multitude fled, he. made. prepa- 
zation to befiege it, Now as he was ru{hing with violence near 
the gates, a woman threw,a piece of a mill-ftone upon his head, 
upon which ..bimelech fell down ; and defired his armour- 
bearer to kill him, left his death fhould be thought to be the 
work of a woman, who did what he was bid to do. So he 
underwent this death as a punifhment for the wickednefs he. 
had perpetrated againft his brethren, and his infolent barbari- 
ty to the Shechemits. Now the calamity. that happened to 
thofe Shechemites was according to the predi@ion ot Jotham. 
However the army that was with Abimelech, upon his fall, 
was {cattered abroad, and went to their own homes. 
_ 6. Now it was that * Jair the Gileadite, of the tribe of Ma- 
naffeh, took the government. He was a man happy in other 
refpetts alfo. but particularly in his children, who were of a 
ood charaéter. They were thirty in number, and very {kil- . 
ful in riding on horfes, and were intrufted with the govern- 
ment of the cities of Gilead. He kept the government twen- 


* Our prefent copies of Jofephus all omit Tola among the judges, though the 
ather copies have him next after Abimelech, and allot 23 years to his adminiftration, . 
udges x. 1,2. yet do all Jofephus’s commentators conclude, that in Jofephus’s 


m of the years of the judges his 2 3 years are included ; hence we. are.to confess, 
thar fomewhat has been here lof outof his copies. 
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ty-two years, and died an old man ; and he was buried in Ca- 
mon, a city οἱ Gilead. 

4; And now all the affairs of the Hebrews were managed 
uncertainly, and tended to difordez, and tothe contempt of 
God, and of the laws. -So the Ammonites and Philiftines had 
them in contempt, and laid wafte the country with a great 
army ; and when they had taken all Perea, they were fo info- 
lent as to attempt to gain the poffeffion of all the reft : But the 
Hebrews, being now amended by the calamities they had un- 
dergone, betook themfelves to fupplications to God; and 


~ brought facrifices to him, befeeching him not to be too fevere 


upon them, but to be moved by thier prayers to leave off his 
anger againft them. Soa God became more mercitul to them, 
and was ready to affift them. 

"ὃ. When the Ammonites had made an expedition into the 
Jand of Gilead, the inhabitants of the country met them at ἃ 
certain mountain, but wanted a commander. Now there was 


"one whofe name was Jephtha, who, both on account of his 


father’s virtue, and on account of that army which he main- 
tained at his own expences, wasa potent man: The Hraelites 
theretore fent to him, and intreated him to come to their afift- 
ance, and promifed-him the dominion over them all his life- 
time. But he did not admit of their entreaty ; and acculed 
them, that they did not come to his affiftance when he was 
unjuitly treated and this in an open manner by his brethren ; 
for they caft him off, as not having the fame mother with the 


reft, but born of a {trange mother, that was introduced among 


them by his father’s fondnefs, and this they did out of acon- 
tempt of his inability [to vindicate himfelf. ] So he dwelt in 
the country of Gilead as it is called, and received δ᾽} that 
came to him, let them come from what place foever, and paid 


_ them wages. However, when they preiied him to accept the 


dominion, and {ware that they’would grant him the govern- 
ment overthem all his "πῆς, he ted them tothe war... 

a? And when Jephtha had taken immediate care of their 
affairs, he placed his army at the city Mifpeh, and fent a mef- 
fage to the Ammonite { king, | complaining of his unjuft pof- 
feflion of their land. But that king fent a contrary mefflage ; 
and complained of the exodus οἵ the Ifraelites out of Egypt, 
and defired him to go ont of the Iand of the Amorites, and 
yield it up to him, as at firft his paternal inheritance. But 

epntha returned this anfwer, ** That he did not juftly com- 

ὁ plain ot his anceftors about the land of the Amorites, and 


“44 ought rather to thank them that they left the land of the 


‘* Ammonites to them, fince Mofes could have taken it alfo ; 


© and that neither would he recede from that land of their own, 


‘which God had obtained for them, and they had now inhab- 


»** ited . [above |. three hundred years, but would fight with 


** them about it.” 
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10. And when he had given them this anfwer,he fent the ambaf- 
fadors away. And when he had prayed for viétory, and had * 
vowed to perform facred offices ; and 1f he came home in fafe- 
ty, to offer in facrifice what living creature foever fhould firft 
mect him, he joined battle wih the enemy, and gained agreat 
victory, and in his purfuit flew. the enemies all along as dar as 
‘the city Minnith. He then paffed over to the. land ‘of the 
Ammonites, and overthrew many of their cities and took their 
prey, and freed his own people from that flavery which they 


had undergone for eighteen years. But as he came back, he. 


fell intoa calamity no way correfpondent to the great aétions 
he had done ; for it was his daughter that came to meet him ; 
ihe was alfo an only child and a virgin: Upon this Jephtha 
heavily lamented the greatnefs of his affliction, and blamed 
his daughter for being fo forward in meeting him, for he had 
vowed to facrifice her to God. However, this a&tion. that 
was to befal her was not ungreatful to her, fince fhe fhould 
die upon occafion of her father’s viétory, and the liberty of 
her fellow citizens: She only defired her father to give her 
Jeave for two months, to bewail her youth with her fellow 
citizens ; and then fhe agreed, that at the fore-mentioned time 
he might do with her according to his vow. Accordingly 
when that time was over, he facrificed his daughter as a burnt 
offering, offering fuch an oblation as was neither conformable 
to the law nor acceptable to God, not weighing with himlelf 
what opinion the hearers would have of fuch a prattice. 

11. Now the tribe of Ephraim fought againft him, becaufe 
he did not take them along with him in his expedition againft 
the Ammonites, but becaufe he alone had the prey, and the 
glory of what was done to himfelt. As to which he faid firft 
that they were not ignorant howhis country had fought againft 
him, and that when they were invited, they did not come to 
his affiftance, whereas they ought to have come quickly, even 
before they were invited. And in the next place, that they 
were going to att unjuitly ; for while they had not courage 
enough to fight their enemies, they came haftily againft their 
own kindred : and he threatened them, that with God’s affift- 
ance, he would inflict a punifhment upon them, unlefs they 
would grow wifer. But when he could not perfuade them, 
he fought with them with thofe forces which he fent for out 
of Gilead, and he made a great flaughter among them; and 
when they were beaten, he purfued them, and leized οὗ rhe 


* Jofephus juftly condemns Jephtha, as do the Apoftolical Conftitutions, B. 
VIL. ch. xxxvii. for his rath vow, wither it were for facrificing his dau,tbter, as 
Jeiephus thought, of tor dedicating het, woo was his only child, to perpetual 
virginity, at the tateruacie or elfewhere, which 1 rather tuppofe. If he had vow- 
ed her tora facrifice, fhe ought to have been redeemed, Lev xxvii. 1—8, but of 
the fenfe of ver. 28, 20, as relating not to things vowed to God, but devoted te 
deftruGion fes the nuic on Antiq. B. V. ch. i. § ὃ. 
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alfages. of Jordan by a part ofhis army which he had feat 
Pefore. and Yew: about forty two thoufand o: them. 

12. So when Jephtha had ruled fix years he died, and was 
huried in his own coyntry Sebee, which is a place in the land 
of Gilead. . 

13. Now when jephtha was dead, Ibzan took the govern-° 
gacnt, being of the trike of Judah, and οὐ the city Bethlehem, 
He had (xty children, thirty of them fons, and the re daugh- 
ters ; all which he left alive behind him, giving the daughters 
an marriage to hufbands, and taking wives for hisfons. He 
did nothing in the feven years of bis adrainifiration that was 
wersth recording, or deferved a memorial. So hedied an old 
man, and was buried in his own country. 

14. When Ibzan was dead afier this manner, neither did 
Eielop, who fucceeded him in the government, and kept it 
tea years, do any thing remarkable; he was of the tribe of 


Zebulon. . 

ts. Abdon, alfo the fon of Hilel, of the tribe of Ephraim, 
and born atthe city Pyrathon, was ordained théir fupreme go- 
vernor eiter Helon. ‘He is only recorded to have been y 
in his children ; for the public affairs were then fo peaceable, 
and in fuch fecurity. that neither did he perform any glorious 
action, He had forty fons, and by them left thirty grand- 
children ; and he marched in ftate with thefe feventy,. who 
were all very fkilful in riding horfes, and he left them allalive 
after him, He died an old man ; and obtained a magnificent: 
burial in Pyratheon. . : 


CHAP. VIIL 


Concerning the fortitude af Sampfon, and what mifchiefs he 
brought upen the Philiftines. ὸ 


§ 1. Aft ER Abdon was dead, the Philiftines overcame the 
| If{raelites, and received tribute of them for forty 
years; from which diftrefs they were delivered after this 
manner. 
2. There was. one Manoah, a perfon of fuch great virtue, 
that pe had few men his equals, and without difpute the prin- 
cipal perfon of his country. He hada wife celebrated for 
her beauty, and excelling her contemporaries. He had no 
children ; and being unealy at his want of pofterity, he in- 
treated Gi:d to give them feed of their own bodies to fucceed 
them ; and with that intent he came conftantly into the * fub- 
urbs, together with his wife, which fuburbs were in the great 


* I can difcover no reafon why Manaoh and his wife came fo conftantly into 


thefe fuburbs to for children, but becaufe there fynaz lace of 
devotion in tho’ feburbe. we TO NE 
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plain. Now he was fond of his wife to the degree of madnefs, 
and on that account was unmeafurably jealous of her. Now 
when his wife was once alone, an apparition was feen by her} 
it was an angel of God, and refembled a young man beautiful 
and tail, brought her the good news, that fhe fhould have 
a fon, born by ’e providence, that fhould be a goodly 
child, ot great ftrength, by whom, when he was grown up to 
man’s eftate, the Philiftines fhould be afflicted. He exhorted 
her alfo not to poll his hair,and that he fhould avoid all other 
kinds of drink ‘for fo had God commanded), and be entirely 
contented with water. So the angel, when he had delivered 
that meffage, went his way, his coming having been by the 
will of God 
3- Now the wife informed her hufband, when he came 
home, of what the angel had faid, who fhewed fo great an ad- 
miration of the beauty and ἐδ] πεῖς of the young mas that had 
peared to her, that her hufband was aftonithed, and out of 
himfelt for jealoufy, aud fuch fufpicions as are excited by 
that paffion : But the was defirous to have ber hufband’s un- 
teafonable forrow taken away ; accordingly fhe intreated 
God to fend the angel again that be might be {een by her huf- 
band. So the ange} came again by the favour of God, while 
they were in the fuburbs, and appeared to her when the was 
alone, without her hufband. She defired the angel to ftay fo 
long till fhe might bring her hufband ; and that réqueft be- 
ing granted, fhe goes to call Manoah. When he faw the an- 
gei he was not yet free from fufpicion and he defired him to 
intorm him οἱ all ehat he hadtold his wife : But when he (διὰ 
it was fufficient that fhe alone knew what he had faid, he then 
requefted οἱ him to tell him who he was, that when the child 
was born they might return him thanks, and give him a pref. 
ent. He replied, that he did not want any prefent, for that 
lhe did not bring them the good news of the birth of a fon out 
of the want of any thing. And when Manoah had intreated 
him to ftay, and partake of his hofpitality, he did not give his 
confent. However, he was perfuaded, at the earneft requeft 
οἵ Manoah, to ftay fo long as while he brought him one mark 
ot his hofpitality. So he flew a kid of the goats, and bid his 
wife boil it. When ail was ready the angel enjoined him to 
fet the loaves and the flefh, but without the veflels, upon the 
rock ; winch when they had done, he touched the flefh with 
the rod which he had in his hand, which upon the breakin 
out of a flame, was confumed, together with the loaves. An 
the angel afcended openly, in their fight, up to heaven, by 
means of the fmoke, as by a vehicle. Now Manoah was a- 
ἀγα! ἃ that fome danger would come to them from this fight of 
God, but his wife bid him be of good courage ; for that-God 
appeared to them for their benefit. ᾿" 
4, So the woman proved with child, and was careful to ob- 
rve the injunGiions that were givenhef ; and they called the 
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child, when he was born, Sampfon, which name fignifies one 
that is flrong. Sothe child grew apace, and it appeared evi- 
dently that he would be a * prophet, both by the moderation 
of his diet, and the permiffion of his hair τὸ στον. 

5. Now when he once came with his parents to Timnath, a 
city of the Philiftines, when there was a great feftival he fell 
in love with a maid of that country, and he defired of his par- 
ents that they would procure him the damfel for his wife. 
But they retufed fo to do, becaufe fhe was not of the ftock of 
Ifrael ; yet becaufe this marriage was of -God, who intended 
to convert it to the benefit-of the Hebrews, he over-perfuad- 
ed them to procure her to beefpoufed tohim. And as he was 
‘continually coming to her parents, he met a lion, and though 
he was naked, he received his onfet, and ftrangled him with 
his hands, and caft the wild beaft into a woody piece of ground 
on the infide of the road. 

6. And when he was going another time to the damfel, he 
light upon a {warm of bees making their combs in the breaft of 
that lion, and taking three honey-cambs away, he gave them 
together with the reft of hts prefents to the-damfel. Now the 
people of Timnath, out of a dread of the young man’s ftrength, 

ave him, during the time of the wedding feaft (for he then 
Fealted them all) thirty of the moft ftout ot their youth, in pre- 
tence to be his companions, but in reality to be aguard upon 
him, that he might not attempt to give them any difturbance. 
Now as they were drinking merrily and playing, Sampfon 
faid, as was ufual at {uch times, “ Come, it I propofe youa 
“ riddle, and you can expound it 1n thefe feven days time, I 
‘* will give you every one a linen fhirt and a garment, asa 
© reward οἱ your wifdom.” So they being very ‘ambitious to 
obtain the glory of wilfdom, together with the gains, defired 
him to propofe his riddle. He faid, ‘‘ that a great devourer 
** produced ‘weet fodd out of itfelt, though itfelf were very 
“ difagreeable.” And when they were-not able, in three days 
time, to find out the meaning of the riddle, they defired the 
damfel to difcover it by the means of her hufband, and tell it 
them, and: they threatened to burn her if fhe did not tell it 
. them. So when the damfel intreated Sampfon to tell it her, 
he at firft refufed to do it, but when fhe lay hard at him, and 
fell into tears, and made his refufal to tell it a fign of his un- 
kindnefs to her, he informed her of his flaughter of a lion, and 
how he found bees in his breaft. and carried away three honey- 
combs, and brought them toher. Thus he fufpeéting nothing 
ot deceit, informed her ot all, and fhe revealed it to thofe that 
defired to know it. Then on the feventh day, whereon they 
were to expound the middle propofed to them, they met togeth- 


5 Here by a prophet Jofephus feems only to mean one that was born by a particu. 
lar providence, lived alter the manner of a Nazarite devoted to God, and was te 
have an extraordinary commiffion and ftrength from God for the judging and ἃ» 
venging his peuple Irael, without any proper prophetic revelations at all, 
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er before fun fetting, and faid, '‘ Nothing is more difagreea- 
* ble than a lion to thofe that light on it,and nothing is {wee 
** ter than honey to thofe that make ufe of it.” To which-Samp- 
fon made this rejoinder, ‘‘ Nothing is more deceitful than a 
“ woman, for fuch was the perfon that difcovered my inter- 
** pretation to you.” Accordingly he gave them the prefents 
he had promifed them, making fuch Atkelonites as met him. 
upon the toad his prey, who were themfelves Philiftines alfo. 
But he divorced this his wife, and the girl defpifed*his anger, - 
and was married to hiscompanion, who made the former match 
between them. 

η. At this injurious treatment Sampfon was fo provoked, 
that he refolved to punthh all the Philiftmes, as well as her. So 
it being then fummer-time, and the fruits of the land being 
almoft ripe enough for reaping, he caught three hundred fox- 
es, and joining lighted torches to their tails, he fent them in- 
to the fields of the Philiftines, by which means the truits of 
the fields perifhed. Now when the Philiftines knew that this 
was Sampfon’s doing, and knew alfo for what caufe he did it, 
they fent their rulers to Fimnath, and burnt his former wile, 
and her relations, who had been the occafion of their misfor- 
tunes. ᾿ } 

8. Now when Sampfon had flain many of the Philigines in 
the plain country, he dwelt at Etam, which is a ftrong rock. 
of the tribe of Judah; for the Philiftines at that time made an 
expedition againft that tribe. But the people of Judah faid, 
that they did not a& juftly with them, in infli@ing punifh- 
ments upon them while they paid their tribute, and this only 
on account of Sampfon’s offences. They anfwered, that in 
cafe they would not be blamed themfelves, they muft deliver 
up Sampfon, and put him into their power. So they bein 

defirous not to be blamed themfelves, cameto the rock wit 

three thoufand armed men, and complained to Sampfon οἱ 
the bold infults he had made upon the Philiftines, who were 
men able to bring calamity upon.the whole nation of the He- 
brews ; and they told -him, they were come to take him, and 
to deliver him up to them, and put him into their power, fo 
they defired him to bear this willingly. Accordingly when 
he had received afflurance from them upon oath, that they 
would do him no other harm than only to deliver hinrinto his 
enemies hands, he came down from the rock, and put him- 
felf into the power of his countrymen. Then did they bind 
him with two cords, and lead him on, in order to deliver him 
to the Philiftines ; and when they came to a certain place, 
which is now called The Jaw bone, on account of the great 
attion there performed by Sampfon. though of old it had 
no particular name at all, the Philiftines, who bad pitched 
their camp not far off, came to meet them with joy and {hout- 
ing, as having done a great thing, and gained what they defir- 
ed ; but Sampfon broke his bonds afunder, and catching yp 
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the jaw-bone ot an afs that lay down 4t his feet, fell upon hig 
enemies, and {miting them with his jaw-bone, flew a thoufand 
of them, and put the reff to flight, and into great diforder. 

'g. Upon this laughter, Sampfon was too proud of what he 
had performed, and faid that this did not come to pafs by the 
affiftance of Ged, but that his fuccefs was to be afcribed to 
his own courage ; and vaunted himfelf, that ‘‘ it was out of 
** a dread οἱ him, that fome of his enemies fell, and the reft 
“ ran away upon his ufe of the jaw-bone.” But when agreat 

thirft came upon him, he confidered that human courage 1s 
‘ nothing, and bare his teftimony that all is to be afcribed to 

God, and befought him that he would not be angry at any ᾿ 
thing he had faid, nor give him up into the hands of his ene-_ 
mies, but afford him help under his affli€tion, and deliver him 

from the misfortune he was under. Accordingly God was 

moved with his entreaties, and raifed him up a plentiful foun- 

tain of {weet water ata certain rock ; whence it was that 
'Sampfen called the place * The Jaw-bone, and {o itis called 
to this day. 

10. After this ight Sampfon had the Philiftines in con- 
tempt, and cameto Gaza. and took up his lodgings ina _ cer- 
taininn. When the rulers of Gaza were informed of his 
coming, thither, they feized upon the gates, and placed men in 
ambufh about them, that he might not efcape without being 
perceived. But Sampfon, who was acquainted with their 
contrivances: againft him, arofe about midnight, and ran Ὁ 
force upon the gates, with their pofts and beams, and the re 
of their wooden furniture, and carried them away on his 
fhoulders, and bare them to.the mountain thatis over Hebron, 
and th-re kid them down. 

tt. However, he at length t tranfgreffed: the laws of his 
country, and altered his own regular way of living, and im1- 
tated the ftrange cuftoms of foreigners, which thing. was the 
beginning of his miferies-; for he fell in love with ἃ woman 
that was an horlot, among the Philiftines ; her name was De!t- 
lah, and he lived with her. So ἐμοῖς that adminiftered the 
public affairs of the Philiftines, came to her, and with. promif- 
es induced her to get out of Sampfon what was the caufe of 
that his ftrength, by which he became unconquerable to the 
enemies. Accordingly, when.they were drinking, and had 
the like converfation together, fhe pretended to admire his ac- 
tions he had done, and contrived to get out of him by fubtlty;. 
by what means he fo much excelled others in ftrength. Samp- 
fon, inorder to delude Delilah, for he had‘not yet loft his fen- 
fes, replied, that if he were bound with feven fuch greem 


* This fountain call-d Lei, or the Jaw-Bone, is fill in being as travellers af- 
{ure us, and was known by this very name in the days of Jofephus, and has been 
known by the tame-name in all thefe paft ages. See Antiq. B. VII. ch. xii. § 4. 

tS e this juitly obferved in the apoftoliéal conftitutions, B VII. ch. xxxvii, that 
Sampion’s prayer was beard, but that it was before this his tran{gression. 
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withs of a vine as might ftill be wreathed he fhould be weak- 
ἐσ than any other man. The woman faid no more then, but 
told this to the rulers of the Philiftines, and hid certain of the 
foldiers in ambufh within the hofife. and when he was difor- 
dered in drink, and afleep, fhe bound him as faft as poflible 
with the withs ; and then upon her awakening him, fhe told 
him fome of the people were upon him, but he broke the 
withs, and endeavoured to detend himfelf, as though {ome of 
the people were upon him.. Now this woman, in the conftant 
converlation Sampfon had with her, pretended, that fhe took 
it very ill that he had Zuch little confidence in her affeétions to 
him, that he would not tell her what fhe defired, as it fhe would 
not conceal what fhe knew it was for his intereft to have con- 
cealed. However, he deluded her again, and told her, that if 
they bound him with feven cords, he fhould lofe his ftrength. 
And when, upon doing this fhe gained nothing, he told her 
the third time, that his hair fhould be woven into a webb ; but 
when upon doing this, the truth was not yet difcovered. At 
Jength Sampfon, upon Delilah’s prayer, / for he was doomed 
to tall into Lome affliction), was defirous to pleafe her, and told 
her, That ** God took care of him, and that he was born by 
** his Providence, and that thence it 1s that I fuffer my hair to 
“* grow, God having charged me never to poll my head, and 
“4 thence my ftrength is according to the increafe and contin- 
4. vance ot my hair.”” When fhe had learned thus much, and 
_ had deprived him of his hair, fhe delivered him up to his ene~ 
mies, when he was not ftrong enough to defend himfelf from 
eheir attempts upon him ; fo they put out his eyes, and bound 
him, and had him led about among them. 

12. But in procefs of time Sampfon’s hair grew again. And 
there was a public feftival among the Philiitines, when the 
rulers, and thofe of the moft eminent charaéter, were feafting 
together, (now the room wherein they were had its roof fup- 
ported by two pillars) fo they fent tor Sampfon, and he was 

rought to their feaft, that they might infult him in their cups. 
Hereupon he, thinking it one of the greateft misfortunes, if 
he thould not be able to revenge 'gmfelf when he was thus in- 
-fulted, perfuaded the boy that led him by the hand, that he 
was weary and wanted to reft himfelf, and defircd he would 
bring him near the pillars ; and as foon as he camte to them, he 
ruihed with torce againft them, and overthrew the houle by 
overthrowing its pillars, with three thoufand men in it, who 
were all flain and Sampfon with them. And [uch was the end 
of this man, when he had ruled overthe I{raelites twenty years. 
And indeed this man deferves to be admired tor his courage 
and ftrength, and magnanimity at his death, and that his wrath 
ainft his enemies went fo far as to die bimfelt with them, 
ut as for his being eninared by a woman, that is to be afcrie 
bed to human nature, which 1s too weak to refift the tempta- 
tions to that fin ; but weought to bear him witnefs, that in all 
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other refpeéts he was one of extraordinary virtue. But his 
kindred took away his body, and buried it in Sarafat, his own 
country, with the reft of his family. 


“-» - 
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CHAP. IX. 


How under Eli's government of the Eraelites, Booz married 
Ruth, fromwhom came Obed the grandfather ef David. 


4 1. New after the death of Sampfon, Eli the high prief& 
was governor of the If{raelites. Under him, when 
the country was afflicted with a famine, Elimelech of Beth- 
lehem which is a city of the tribe of Judah, being not able to 
fupport his family under fo forea diftrefs. took with him Na- 
ami his wife, and the children that were born to him by her, 
Chilion and Mahlon, and removed his habitation into the land 
of Moab ; and upon the happy profperity of his affairs there, 
he took for his fons wives ot the Moabites, Orpah for Chilion, 
and Ruth for Mahlon. But in the compafs ot ten years, both 
Elimelech and a jittle while after him, the fons died ; and 
Naomi being very uneafy at thefe accidents and nat able to 
bear her lonefome condition, now thofe that were dearéft to 
him were dead, on whofe account it was that fhe had gone 
away from her own country, fhe returned to it again for fhe 
had been informed it was now ina dourifhing condition. 
However her daughters-in- law were notable to think of par- 
ting with her, and when they had a mind to go out of the 
country with her, fhe could not diffluade them from it ; but 
when they infifted upon it fhe wifhed them a more happy wed- 
lock: than they had had with her fons. and that they might 
have profperity in other refpefis alfo, and feeing her own 
affairs were fo low, fhe exhorted them to ftay where they 
were, and.not to think of leaving their own country, and par- 
taking with her of that uncertainty under which the mutft re- 
turn. Accordingly Orpah ftayed behind, but fhe took Ruth 
alone with her, as not to bgperfuaded to flay behind her, but 
would take her fortune with her, whatfoever it fhould prove. 
2. When Ruth was come with her mother-in-law to Beth- 
lehem, Booz, who was near-ot kin to Elimelech, entertained 
her;and when Naomi was fo called by. her fellow-citizens, 
‘according to her true name, fhe f{aid,* You might more truly 
“ call me Mara.” Now Naomi fignifies in the Hebrew tongue 
happine/s, and Mara, forrow. It was now reaping time ; and 
Ruth, by the leave of her mother-in-law, went out to glean, 
that they might get a flock of corn for their food.’ Now it 
happened that fhe came into Booz’s field ; and after fome time 
Booz came thither, and when he faw the damfel, he enquired 
of his fervants that was fet over the reapers concerning the 
girl, The fervant had alittle before enquired about αἱ} her 
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circumftances. and told them to his mafter, who kindly em- 
braced her, both on account ot her affe&tion to her mother-in 

law, and her remembrance of that fon of hers, to whom fhe 
had been married, and wifhed that the might experience a? 
Profperous condition : fo he defired her not to glean, but to 
reap what fhe was able, and gave her leave to carry ithome. — 
He alfo gave it in charge to that fervant who was over the rea- 
pers, notto hinder her when fhe took it away, and bid him’ 
give her ber dinner, and make her drink, when he did the 
ike to the reapers. Now what corn Ruth received of him 
fhe kept for her mother-in-law, and came to her in the eve- 
ning, and brought the ears of corn with her ; and Naomi 
had kept for hera part οἱ fuch food as her neighbours had. 

lentifully beftowed upqn her. Ruth alfo told her mother-in 
ἂν what Booz had faid to her ; and when the other had in- 

formed her that he was near of kin to them, and perhaps was 
fo pious a may a» to make fome provifion tor them, fhe went . 
out again on the days tollowing to gather the gleanings with 
Booz’s maid-fervants. 

3. It was not many days before Booz, after the barley was 
winnowed, flept in his thrething floor. When Naomi was in- 
formed of this circumftance, fhe contnved it fo that Ruth 
fhould lie down by him, for fhe thought it might be for their 
advantage, that he fhould difcourfe with thegirl. According- 
ly fhe fent the damfel to fleep at his feet, who went as the bade 
her, for the did not think it confiftent with her duty to contra- 
dié&t any command of her mother’s-in-law. And at firft fhe 
Jay concealed trom Booz, as he was taft alleep ; but when he 
awaked about midnight, and perceived a woman lying by him 
he afked who fhe was ; and when fhe tald him her name, and 
defired, thathe whom fhe owned for her lord, would excufe 
her, he then {aid no more, but in the merning before the fer- 
vants began to fet about their work, he awaked her, and bid 
her take as much barley as fhe was able.to carry, and go to her 
mother-in-law, before any body there fhould tee that fhe had © 
Jain down by him, becaufe it was but prudent to avoid any 
reproach that might arife on that account, efpecially when 
there had been nothing done that was ill. But as to the main 
point fhe aimed at, the matter fhould reft here, ‘‘ He that 1s 
** nearer ot kin than I am, {hall be afked whether he wants to 
** take thee to wife ; it he fays he does, thou thalt follow him; 
** but if he refufe it, Σ will marry thee acd&rding to the law.” 

4. When the had intormed her mother-in-law of this, they 
were very glad of it, out of the hope they had that Booz 
would make provifion forthem. Now about noon, Booz went 
down into the city, and gathered the fenate together, and when 
he had fent tor Ruth-he called for her kinfman alio; and when 
he was come, he fard, doft not thou retain the inheritance of 
Elimeltech and his fons ? He conieffed that he did retain it, 
and thathe did as he was permittedto doby the laws, becaufe 
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Ne was theirneareft kinfman. -Then faid Booz, “ Thou mu& 
“4 not remember the laws by halts, but do every thing accor- 
““ ding to them ; tor the wife of Mahlon is come hither, whom 
᾿ς thou muft marry, according to the laws, in cafe thou wilt 
“4 tetain the fields.” So the man yielded up both the fleld ant: 
wife to Booz, who was himfelt of kin to thofe that were 
dead, as alledging that hehad a wifealready , and children alfo ; 
ἕο Booz called the fenate to witnefs, and bid the woman to loofé 
his fhoe, and [pitin his face, accordirg tothe law ; and when 
this was done Booz married Ruth, and they had a, fon withm 
ἃ year’stime. Naomi was herfelf a nurfe to this child; and by 
the advice of the women called him Obed, as being to be brought 
kip in orderto be Sublervient to her in her old age, for Obed in 
the Hebrew dialeét fignifies a fervant. The fon of Obed was 
Jeffe, and David was his fon, who was king, and left his do- 
minions to his fons for one and twenty generations. I was 
therefore obliged to relate this hiftory of Ruth, becaufe 1 had 
ἃ mind to demonftrate the power of God, @ho without difficul- 
Pe can raife thofe that are of ordinary parentage to dignity and 
ptendour, to which he advanced David, though he were bora 
of fuch mean parents. 


CHAP. X. 


Concerning the birth of Samuel ; and how he foretold the ca- 
lamity that befel thé fons of Ek. 


41. ANP now, upon the ill ftate of the affairs of the He- 
brews, they made war again upon the Philiftines. 
The occafion was this ; Eli the hi prieft had two fons, Ho- 
phni and Phineas. Thefe fons of ΕἸ; were guilty of injuftice 
towards men, and of impiety towards God, and abftained from 
no fort of wickednefs. Some of their gifts they: carried off, 
as belonging to the honourable employ ment they had, others 
of them they took away by violence. They alfo were guilty 
of impurity with the women that came to worthip Gad [at 
the tabernacle | obliging fome to fubmit to their luft by force, 
and enticing others by bribes; nay, the whole courfe of their 
lite was no better than tyranny. Their tather theretore’ was 
angry at them for {uch their wickednefs; and expeéted that 
God would fudderlty infli&t his punifhments upon them tor 
what they had done. The multitude took it heinoufly alfo. 
And as foon as God had foretold what calamity would befal 
Eli's fons, which he did both to Eli himielf, and to Samuel 
the prophet, who was yet but achild, he openly fhewed hrs 
forrow tor his fons deftruétion. 
2. I will firft difpatch what I have to fay about the prophet 
Sathuel, and after that will proceed to,fpeak of the fons of E- 
li, and the miferies they brought on the.whole people of the 
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Hebrews. Elcanah, ἃ Levite, one of a middle condition a 
_ mong hig fellow-citizens, and one that dwelt at Ramathaim, 
a city of the tribe of Ephraim, married two wives, Hannab 


and Peninnah. He had children by the latter, but he lowed: 


the other δεῖ, ahough fhe were barren. Now Elcanahcame 
with his wives to the city Shiloh to facrifice, for there it way 
that the tabernacle of God was fixed, as we have formerly 
faid. Now when, after he had facrificed, he diftributed at 
that feftival portions of the fleth to his wives and children, and 
when Hannah faw the other wite’s children fitting round about 
their-mother, fhe fell into tears, and lamented herfelf on ac- 
count of her barrennefs and lonefomenefs ; and fuffering her 
grief to prevail Over her hafband’s confolations to her, fhe 
went to the tabernacle to befeech God to give her feed, and to 
wake hera mother ; and to vow to confecrate the firft fon fhe 
fhould bear to the fervice of God, and this in fuch a way, that 
his manner of Irving fhould not be like that of tordina 
men. And as fhe continued at her prayers a long time, Els 
the high prieft, for he fat there before the tabernacle, bid her 
go away, thinking fhe had been difordered with wine ; but 
when ἤϊε faid the had drank water, byt was im forrow for want 
of cHildren, and was befeeching God for them, ke bid her be 
of good cheer, and told her that God would fend her children. 
3. So fhe came to her hufband tull of hope, and eat her 
- meal with gladnefs. And when they had returned to their 
own country the found herfelf with child, and they had a for 
born to them, to whom they gave the name of Samael, which 
may be ftiled one that was a/ked of God. They theretore came 
to the tabernacle to offer facrifice for the birth of the child and 
brought their tithes with them ; but the woman remembered 


the vow the had made concerning her fon, and delivered him | 


to Eli, dedicating him to God, that he might become a proph- 
et. Accordingly his hair was fuffered to grow long, and his 
drink was water. So Samuel dwelt and was brought up in the 
temple. But Elcanahhad other fons by Hannah, and three 
daughters. 

4. Now when Samuel was twelve years old he began to 
pro hecy : and when he was once afleep, God‘called to him 
y his name, but he fuppofing he had been called by the high 
rieft came to him : but when the prieft faid he did not call 
im, God did fo thrice. Eli was then fo far illuminated, that 
he faid tohim, ‘ Indeed Samuel I was filent now as wel] as 
“betore : Itis God that ealls thee ; do thou therefore figmify 
“it to him, and fay, I am here ready.”” So when he heard 
God fpeak again, he defired him to {peak, and to deliver what 
. oracles he pleafed to him, for he would not failto perform 
any miniftration whatfoever he fhould make ufe of him in; 
to which God replied, ‘ Since thou art here ready, learn what 
* miferies are coming upon the Ifraelites, fuch indeed as words 
“* cannot declare, nor faith believe ; for the fons of Eli thall 
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‘¢ die on one day, and the priefthood fhall be transferred into 
‘the family of Eleazar, for Eli hath loved his fons more than 
* he hath loved my worfhrp, and to fuch a degree, as is not 
** tor their advantage.” Which meffage Eli obliged the proph- 
et by oath to tell him, for otherwife he had no inclination to 
afflich him by telling it. 

Andnow Eli hada far more {ure expe€tation of the perdition 
of his fons; but the glory of Samuel increafed, more and 
more, it being found by experience that whatfoever he 
prophefied came to pafs accordingly. 


CHAP. XI. 
Herein is declared what befel the fons of Eli, the ark, and the 
people; and how Eli himfelf died miferably. ΗΝ 
ξ 1. Δ BOUT thistime it was that the Philiftines made war 


againft the Ifraelites, and pitched their camp at the 
city Aphek. Now when the Ifraelites, had expefted them a 
little while, the very next day they joined battle, and the Phili- 
ftines were conquerors, and flew above four thoufand of the 
Hebrews, and purfued the reft of their multitude to their 
camp. . 

2. So the Hebrews being atraid of the worft fent to the fe- 
nate, and to the high prieft, and defired that they would bring 
the ark of God, that by putting themfelves in array, when it 
was prefent with them, they might be too hard for their ene- 
. mies, as not reflefting that he who had condemned them to en- 
dure thefe calamities was greater than the ark, and for whofe 
fake it was that this ark came to be honoured. So the ark 
came, and the fons of the high prieft within, having received 
a charge from their father, that if they pretended to furvive 
the taking of the ark, they fhould come no more into his pref- 
ence ; for Phineas officiated already as high prieft, his father 
having refigned his office to him, by reafon of, his great age. 
So the Hebrews were full of courage, as f{uppofing that by the 
coming of the ark they fhould be too,hard tor their enemies : 
their enemies alfo were greatly concerned, and were afraid 
of the ark’s coming to the Iraelites ; however the uphhot did 
not prove agreeable to the expefation of both fides, but when 
the battle was joined, that viétory whichthe Hebrews expeét- 
ed was gained by the Philiftines, and what defeat the Phili- 
ftines were afraid of tell to the lot of the Ifraelites, and there- 


® Although there had been a few occafional prophets before, yet was this Sam- 
wel the firft of a conflant fuccession of prophets in the Jewith nation, as is implied 
in St. Peter's words, A&s iii. 44. ““ Yea, and all the prophets from Samuel, and 
** thofe that follow after, as many as have spoken, have likewile foretold of thofe 
“days.” See alfo A@ts xiii. a0. the other were rather fometimes called righteous 
men, Matth. x. 41. xiii. 17. ° 
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by they found that they put their truft in the ark in vain, for 
they were prefently beaten as foon as they came to aclofe fight 
with their enemies, and Joft about thirty thoufand men, among 
which were the fons οἱ the hiwh prieft; but the ark was carri- 
ed away by the enemies. " 

3. When the news of this defeat came to Shiloh, with that of 
the captivity of the ark, (for acertain young man, a Benja- 
mite, who was in the attion, came as 8 meffenger thither) the 
whole city was full of lamentations. And &l: the high prieft, 
who fat upon an high throne at one of the gates, heard their 
mourntul cries, and {uppofed that fome firange thing had be- 
fallen his family: So he fent for the young man ; and when 
he underftood what had happened in the battle. he was not 
much uneafly as to his fons, or what was told him withal about 
the ariny, as having before hand known by divine revelation 
that thofe things would happen, and having himfelf declared 
them before hand, tor what fad things come unexpe€iedly 
they diftrefs men the moft ; but as foon as the ark was carried 
captive by their enemies, he was very much grieved at it be- 
cauie it fell out quite differently .trom what he expeéted, fo 
he tell down from his throne and died, having in all lived 
ninety -eight years, and of them retained the government forty. 

4. On the fame day his fon Phineas’s wite died alfo, as not 
able to furvive the misfortune of her hufband; tor they told 
her of her hufband’s death as the was in labour. However, 
fhe bare a fon at feven months, which lived and to which they 
gave the name οἱ Jcabod, which name fignifies difgrace, and 
this becaufe the army received a di/grace at this time. 

Now Eli was the firft of the family of Ithamar, the other 

fon οἱ Aaron, that had the government, for the family of E- 
leazar officiated as high prieft at firft, the fon {till receiving 
that honour from the father which Eleazar bequeathed ‘to his 
fon Phineas ; atter whom Abiezer his fon took the honour, 
and delivered it to his fon, whofe name was Buk&z, trom whom 
his fon Ozi received it ;‘ after whom Eli, of whom we have 
been {peaking, had the priefthood, and fo. he had his pofteri- 
ty until the time of Solomou’s reign ; but then the pollerity of 

leazar re-aflumed it. 


Vou. 1. Hh 
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BOOK VI. 


Containing the interval of thirty-two years. 


[ From the death of ἘΠῚ ἐο the death of Saut,] 
0 


CHA P. I. 


The deftrudtion that came upon the Philiftines. and upon ther 
land, by the wrath of God, en account of their having car- 
ried the ark away caplive ; and after what manner they 

Sent tt back tothe Hevrews. ᾿ 
1. YS HEN the Philiffines had taken the ark of the He- 
‘Vo brews captive, as I faid- a little before, they car- 
ried it tothe city Aivdod, and put it by their own god, who 
was called * Dagon, as one of their fpoils ; but when the 
went into his temple the next morning to worfhip their god, 
they found him paying the fame worthtp to the ark, for he lay 
along, as having tallen down from the bafis whereon he had 
ftood. So they touk him up, and fet him on his bafis again, 
and were much troubled at what had happened ; and as the 
frequentiy came to Dagon and found him fill lying, ina pol- 
ture Uf adoration to the ark, they were in a very great diftrefs 
and confufion. At length God fent a very deltruttive difeafe 
upon the city and country of Alhdod, for they died of the 
dyfentery or flux, a fore diflemper, that brought death upon 
them very fuddenly ; for before the foul could, as ufual in 
eafy deaths, be well loofed from the body, they brought up 
their entrails and vomited up what they had eaten, and was 
entirely corrupted by the difeale. And as tothe fruits of their 
country, a great multitude of mice arofe out of the earth and 
hurt them, and {pared neither the plants nor the fruits. Now 
while the people of Afhdod were under thefe misfortunes, 
and were not eble to fupport themfelves under their calami- 
ties, they perc ον οὐ that they fuffered thus becaufe of the ark, 
and that the victory they had gotten, and their having taken 
the ark captive, had not happened for their good ; they there- 
fore fent to the peapie of A” vlon, and defired that they would 
receive the ark among thein. This defire of the people of 

Alhdod was not difagreeable to thofe of Afkelon, fo the 

graned thein that fav@ur. But when they had gotten the ark 


* Dagon, a famous maritime god or ἐών], is generally fuppofed to have been 
like a mua above the naval, aud like a fi/k beneath it. ~ 
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they were inthe fame miferable condition, for the ark carri- 
ed along with it, the difafters that the people of Altdod had 
fulfered, to thofe who received it from them. ‘Thofe of Afk- 
elon alfo fent it away from themfelves to others. Nor did it 
ftay among thofe others neither, for fince they were purfued 
by, the fame difafters, they ftill fent it to the neighbouring cit- 
ies; fo that the ark went round. after this manner, to the five 
cities of the Philiftines, as though it exacted theie difailers as a 
tribute to be paid it for its coming among them. 

2. When thofe that had experienced thete miferies were tif- - 
ed out with them, and when thofe that heard them were taught 
thereby not to admit the ark among them, fince they paid fo 
dear atribute for it, at length they fought for fome contriv- 
ance‘and method how they might get tree from it, fo .he gov- 
ernors of the five cities, Gath, and Ekron, and Afkelon, as 
alfo of Gaza and Afhdod, met together, and confidered what 
was fit to be done ; and at the firft they thought proper to fend 
the ark back to its own people, as allowing that God had as 
venged its caufe ; that the miferies they had undergone came 
along with it, and that thefe were fent on their cities upon its 
account, and together with it. However, there were thole 
that faid, they fhould not do fo, nor fuffer themfelves to be 
deluded, as afcribing the caufe of their miferies to it, becaufe 
it could not have fuch power and force upon them ; for had 
God had {uch a regard to it, it would not have been delivered 
into the hands of men. So they exhorted them to be quiet, 
and to take patiently what had betalled them, and to fuppofe 
fhere was no other caufe of it but nature, which at certain 
revolutions of time produces fuch mutations 1n the bodies of 
men, in the earth, in plants, and in ali things that grow out 
of the earth. But the counfel that prevailed over tho.e already 
ddefcribed was that of certain men, who were belicved to have 
diftinguithed themfelves in former times tor their underfland- 
ing and prudence, and who, in their prefent circumi{tances, 
feemed above all the reft to {peak properly. Thefe men faid, 
it was not right either to fend the ark away, orto retain it, but 
to dedicate five golden images, one for every city, as a thank- 
offering to God, on account of his having taken care of their 
prelervation, and having kept them alive when their lives 
were likely to be taken away by fuchdiftempers as they were 
not able to bear up againit. ey alfo would have them 
make five golden * mice like to thofe that devoured and de- 
ftroyed their country, to put them in a bag, and lay them up- 
on the ark ; to make them anew cartalfo for it, and to yoke 


* Spanheim informs us here, that upon the coins of Tenedos, and thofe of other Ὁ 
cities, a field moufe is engraven, together with df ollo Smintheus, or cited’ the driver 
away of field mice, en account of his being {uppoicd to have treed certain tracts of 
ground trom thofe mice. Which coins ftew, how greata judgment {uch mice 
‘have fometimes been, and how the deliverance from them was then eileercd the ef 
fett of a divine power ; which oblervations arc highly {uitable to this hiltury. 
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milch * kine to it, but to fhut up their calves; and keep them 
from them, left by following atter them they fhould prove an 
hinderance to their dams, and that the dams might return the 
fafter out of adefire of thofe calves ; then to drive thefe milch 
kine that carried the ark, and leave it ata place where three 
ways met, and to leave it to the kine to go along which of thofe 
ways they pleafed, that in cafe they went the way to the He- 
brews, and alcended to their country they fhould {uppofe 
that the ark, was the caule of tiicir mistortunes ; but if they 
turned into another road, they faid, “ We will puriue alter it, 
** and conclude that it has no fuch force in it.” 

3. So they determined that thefe men {pake well ; and they 
immediately confirmed their opinion by doing accordingly. 
And when they had done as has been already defcribed,, they 
brought the cart to a place where three ways met and \eft it 
there, and went their ways ; but the kine went the right way, 
and as it fome perfons. had driven them, while the rulers of the 
Philiftines followed afterthem, as defirous to know where they 
would ftand ftill, and to whom they would go. Now there 
wasa certain village of the tribe of Judah, whofe name was 
Bethfhemifh, and to that village did the kine go; and though 
there was a great and good piain before them to proceed in, 
they went no farther, But {topped the cart there. This wasa 
fight to thofe of that village, and they were very glad ; for it 
being then fummer time, and all the inhabitants being then in 
their fields gathering in their fruits, they lett off the labours of 
their hands, for joy as foon as they faw the ark, and ran to the 
cart, and taking the ark down, and the veffel that had the ima- 
ges in it, and the mice they fet them upon a certain rock which 
was in the plain ; and when they had offered a {plendid facn- 
fice to God, and feaited, they offered the cart and the kine asa 
burnt-ofering. And when the lords of the Phil:ftines faw this, 
they returned back. 

4. But now it was that the wrath of God overtook them, 
and flruck t feventy perfons dead of the village of Bethfhe- 
muh, who not being prifefts, and fo nat worthy to touch the 
ark, had approached to it. Thofe ot that village wept for 
thefe that thus fuffered, and made fuch a Jamentation as was 
naturally to be expetred on fo greata misfortune that was fent 
from God, and every one mourned tor his own relation, And 


* This device of the Phil iftines, of having a yoke of kine to draw this cart into 
which they put the ark ot the Hebrews, is greatly illufirated by Sanchoniatho’s ac- 
count, under his ninth ceveration, that Agroverus, or Agrotes the 4ussandman, had 
a much worfhipped tt. tute and a temple, carried about by one or more yoke of oxtay 
o7 kine in Phentcta, an the ne. zhbourhood of thefe Philiflines. See Cumberland’s 
Sanchonietho, p. 27. and 247. and Effay on the Old Teftament, append p. 192. 

t+ Thefe omen, being not fo much as Levites, touched the atk ina rash cr pro- 
fane manner, and were flain by the hand of God for {uch their rafhnefs and pro 
fanenefs, according to the divine thtestenings, Numb. iv, 15, 30. but how our 
Οἵ εἰ copies come to add {uch an incredible number as 50,000 in this one town, 
or imall city, I know not. See Ds. Wall's critical notes, om 1 Sam. vi, 19. 
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fince they acknowledged themfelves unworthy of the ark’s ae 
bode with them, they fent to the publick fenate of the Hfrael- 
ites, and informed them that the-ark was reftored by the Phi- 
liftines ; which, when they knew, they brought it away to 
Kirjathjearim, a city in the neighbourhood ot Beththemibh. 
In this city lived one Abinadab, by birth a Levite, and who 
was greatly commended for his righteous and religious courfe 
ot hte, fo they brought the ark to his houfe, as to aplace fit for 
God himfelf to abide in, fince therein did inhabit a righteous. 
man. His fons aifo miniftered to the divine fervice at the 
ark, and were the principal curators of it for twenty yeats, for 
[0 many years it continued in Kirjathjearim, having been but 
four months with the Philiftines. 


CHAP. IL 


The expedition of the Philiflines againf[ the Hebrews, and the 
Hebrews uidlory under the condud of Samuel the prophet, 
whowas ther general. ° 


ᾧ 1. OW while the city of Kirjathjearim had the ark 
with them, the whole body ot the people betook 
themfelves all that time to offer prayers and facrifices to God, 
and appeared greatly concerned and zealous about his wor- 
ihip. So Samuel the prophet , feeing how ready they were 
to do their duty, thought this a proper time to {peak tothem 
whiie they were in this good difpofition, about the recovery 
of their hiberty, and of the bleflings that accompanied the 
Jame. Accordingly he ufed fuch words to them as he thought 
were moft likely to excite that inclination, and to per- 
fuade them to attempt it: “ O you Ifraelites, faid he, to 
** whom the Philiftines are ftill grievous enemies, but to 
whom God begins to be gracious, it behooves you not on- 
ly to be defirous of liberty, but to take the proper methods 
to obtain it. Nor are you to he contented with an inclina- 
tion to get clear οἵ your lords and mafters, while you ftill 
do what will procure your continuance under them: Be 
righteous then; and caft wickednefs out ot your fouls, and 
by your worthip fupplicate the divine majefty with all 
your hearts, and perievere in the honour you pay to him ; 
for τὶ you att thus, you will enjoy profperity ; you will 
be treed trom your flavery, and will get the vidtory over 
your enemies ; which bleffings it is not poflible you {hould 
attain, neither by weapons of war, nor by the ftrength ot 
‘ your bodies ; nor by the multitude of your affiftance ; for 
God has not promiled tq grant thefe bleflings by thofe 
mcans, but being good and righteous men ; and if you will 
. be fuch, I will be fecurity to you for the performance of 
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“«God’s promifes.’’ When Samuel had [διά thus, the multitude 
applauded his difcourfe, and were pleafed with his exhortation 
to them, and gave their confent to refign themfelves up to do 
what was pleafing to God. So Samuel gathered them toa certain 
city called Mezpeh, which fignifies in the Hebrew tongue watch 
tower ; there they drew water, and poured it out to God, and 
fafled all day, and betook themlelves to their prayers. 

2.. This their afflembly did not efcape the notice of the 
Philiftines : So when they had learned that fo large a compa- 
ny had met together, they fell upon the Hebrews with a great 
army and mighty forces, as hoping to affault them when they 
did not expeét it, nor were prepared for it. This thing affright- 
ed. the Hebrews, and put them inte dilorder and terror ; fo 
they came running to Samuel, and faid, that “‘ their fouls were 
*“ funk by their tears, and by the former defeat they had re- 
ceived, and that thence it was that we lay ftill, left we 
fhould excite the power of our enemies againft us. Now 
while thou haft brought us hither to offer up our prayers 
and facrifices and take oaths [to be obedient | our enemies 
are making an expedition againft us, while we are naked 
and unarmed ; wherefore we have no other hope of deliv- 
* erance but that by thy means and by the affiftance God fhall ᾿ 
afford us upon thy prayers to him, we fhall obtain deliver- 
ance from the Philiftines.””, Hereupon Samuel bid them be 
of good cheer and promifed them that God would affift them : 
and gaking a fucking lamb he facrificed it for the multutude, | 
and befought God to hold his proteéting hand over them when 
they fhould Hght with the Philiftines and not to overlook them 
nor fuffer them to come under a fecond misfortune, Ac- 
coraingly God hearkened to his prayer and accepting their 
facrifice with a gracious intention and fuch as was difpofed to 
affittthem, he granted them viétory and power over their en- 
emies. Now while the altar had the facrifice of God upon it 
and had not yet confumed it wholly by its facred fire, the en- 
emy’s army marched out of their camp and was put into order 
of battle, and this in hope that they fhould be conquerors, 
fince the * Jews were caught in diltrefled circumftances, as 
neither having their weapons with them nor being affembled 
there in order to fight. But things fo fell out that they. would 
hardly have been credited thougn they had been foretold by 
any body ; for in the firit place God difturbed the enemies 
with an earth-quake and moved the ground under them to 
fuch a degree that he caufed tt to tremble and made them to 
fhake, infomuch that by its trembling he made fome unable 
to keep their feet, and made them fall down and by opening its 
chaims he caufed that others fhould be hurried down into them : 


* This is che fir place. fo far as I remember, in these Antiquities, where Jo. 
Sephus begins to call his ution Jews, he having hitherto ufually, if not conftantly, 
. at them either Heircws or /freelites. The second place foon follows, chap. 
tiigg - 
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After which he caufed fucha noife of thunder to come among 
them, and made hery lightning {hine fo terribly round about 
them, that it was ready to burn their faces ; and he fo fud- 
denly {hook their weapons out of their hands that he made 
them fly and return home naked. So Samuel with the multi- 
tude purfiuied them to Bethear a place fo called; and, there he 
fet up aftone as acboundary of their vitory and their enemies 
flight, and called it the Stone of Power as a fignal οἱ that 
power God had given them againft their enemies. , ; 

3. So the Philiftines after this ftroke made no more expedi- 
‘tions againft the Iraelites, but lay ftill out of fear and out of 
remembrance of what had befallen them ; and what courage 
the Philiftines had formerly againft the Hebrews, that after 
this victory was transferred to the Hebrews. Samuel alfo 
made an expedit'on againft the Philiftines and flew many o 
them and entirely humbled their proud hearts, and took trom 
them that country, which when they were formerly conquer- 
ors in battle, they had cut off trom the Jews, which was the 
‘country that extended from the borders of Gath to the city 
Ekron. Butthe remains of the Canaanites were at this time 
in friendfhip with the Ifraelites. 


CHAP. Hl. 


; | 
How Samuel, when he was fo infirm with old age that he could 
not take care of the public affairs, entrufted them to his fons ; 
and how upon the evil admimftration ofthe government by 
them, the multitude were fo angry that they required to have 


a king to govern them, although Samuel was much difpleafed 
thereat. | 


¢ 1. Bur Samuel the prophet, when he had ordered the 

ν affairs of the peopleafter a convenient manner, and — 
had appointed a city for every diftriét of them, he command- 
ed them to come to fuch cities to have the controverfies that 
they had one with another determined in them, he himfelf go- 
ing over thofe cities twice in a year and doing them juftice ; 
and by that means he kept them in very good order for a long 
time. 

2. But afterward he tound himfelf oppreffed with old age, 
and not able to do what he ufed todo, fo he committed the 
government and the care of the multitude to his fons ; the el- 

er of which was called Joel and thé name of the younger 
was Abiah. He al'o enjoined them to refide and judge the 
people, the one at the city Bethel and. the other at Beerfheka, 
and divided the people into diftritts that fhould be under the 
jurifdiétion of each of them. Now thefe men afford us an ev- 
ident example and demonftration, how fome children are not 
ot the like difpofitions with their parents and fometime perhaps. 
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ood and moderate, though born of wicked parents, and fome- 
times fhewing themlelves to be wicked though born of goo 
parents ; for thefe men turning afide {rom their father’s good 
courfes and taking a courfe that was contrary to them, pervert~ — 
ed juftice tor the filthy lucre of gifts and bribes, and made 
their determinations not according to truth but according to 
bribery, and turned afide to luxury and a coftly way of living 
fo that as in the firft place they praétifed what was contrary te 
the will of God, fo did they in the fecond place what was con- 
trary to the will of the prophet their father, who had taken a 
great deal of care and made a very careful provifion that the 
multitude fhould be righteous. 

3. But the people upon thefe injuries offered to their form- 
er conftitution and government by the prophet’s fons, were 
very uneafy at their actions and came running to the prophet, 
who then lived at the city Ramah, and intormed him of the 
tranfgreffions of his fons ; and faid, that ‘“‘ as he was himfelf 
** old already and too infirm by that age of his to overfee their 
** affairs in the manner he ufed to-do, fo they begged of him 
‘* and entreated him to appoint fome perfon to be king over 
“Ὁ them who might rule over the nation and avenge them of 
“ the Philiftines, who ought to be punifhed for their former 
** oppreffions.” Thefe words greatly afflifted Samuel, on ac- 
count of his innate loge of juftice and his hatred to kingly go- 
vernment. for he was very fond of an ariftocracy, as what 
made the men that afed it of a divine and happy difpofition : 
Nor could he either think of eating or fleeping, out of his con- 
€ern and torment of mind at what they had faid, but all the 
‘night long did he continue awake and revolved thefe notions 
in his mind. 

4. While he was thus difpofed, God appeared to him, and 
comforted him, faying, ‘‘ That he ought not to be uneafy at 
** what the multitude defired, becaule 1t was not he but Him- 
** felf whom they fo infolently defpifed, and would not have 
** to be alone their King: That they had been contriving 
** thefe things from the very day that they came out ot 
“ Egypt; that however in no long time they would forely 
** repent of what they did, which repentance yet could not 
‘** undo what was thus done for futurity : That they would 
** be fufficiently rebuked tortheir contempt, and the ungrate- 
‘* ful conduét they have ufed towards me, and towards thy 
‘“‘ prophetic office. So I command thee to ordain them fuch 
** an one as [ {hall name before hand to be their king, when 
** thou haft firft defcribed what mifchiets kingly government 
* will bring upon them, and openly teftified before them un- 
“τὸ what a great change of affairs they are hafting ”’ 

5. When Samuel had heard this, he called the Jews early in 
the morning, and confeffed to them a king, but he faid that he 
was firft to defcribe to them what would follow, what treat- 
ment they would receive from their kings, and with how many 
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mifchiefs they muft ftruggle. ‘‘ For know ye, faid he, that, in . 
“τῆς firft place, they. will take your fons away from you, and 
** they will command fome of them to be drivers of their char- 
** iots, and fome to be their horfemen, and the guards of their 
‘* body, ang others of them to be runners before them, and 
‘* captains οἱ thoufands, and captains of hundreds; they will 
** allo make them their artificers, makers of armour, and of 
** chariots, and of inftruments, they will make them their 
** hufbandmen alfo, and the curators of their own fields, and 
** the diggers of their own vineyards ;. nor will there be any 
“* thing which they will not do at their commands, as if they 
“‘ were flaves bought with monev. They will alfo appoint 
* your daughters to be confettioners, and cooks, and bakers; 
** and thefe will be obliged to do all forts of work, which wa 
** men flaves, that are in fear of ftripes and torments fubmit 
“to. They will, befides this, take away your poffeffions, 
** and beftow them upon their eunuchs, and the guards of 
“ their bodies, and will give the herds of your cattle to their 
‘* own fervants ; and to fay briefly ‘ll at once, you, and all that 
** is yours, will be fervants to your king, and will become no 
** way fuperior to his flaves ; and when you fuffer thus, you 
** will thereby be put in mind of what I now fay. And when 
** you repent of what you have done, you will befeech God 
** to have mercy upon you, and to grant you a quick delive- 
“ rancé from your kings ; but he will not accept your pray-_ 
δ ers, but will negleét you, and permit you to fuffer the pun- - 
** ifhment your evil conduét has deferved.” . 

6. But the multitude was ftill fo foolith as to be deaf to thefe 
predi€tions of what would befal them, and too peevith to fuf- 
fer a determination which they had injudicioufly once made 
to be taken out of their mind, for they could not be turned 
from their purpofe ; nor did they regard the words of Samuel, 
but peremptorily infifted on their refolution, and defired him 
- to ordain them a king immediately, and not to trouble him- 
{elf with fears of what would happen hereafter, tor that it was 
neceffary they fhould have with them one to fight their battles, 
and to avenge them of theirenemies, and that it was no way 
ab{urd, when their neighbours were under kingly govern- 
ment, that they fhould have the fame form οἱ government al- 
fo. So when Samuel {aw that what he had διὰ had not diver: 
ted them from their purpofe, but that they continued refolute, 
he faid, “ Go you every one home for the prefent, when it is 
‘ fit 1 will fend for you, as foon as I fhall have learned from 
“* God, who it is that he will give you for your king.” 


Vot. I, — ἘΣ 
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CHAP. IV. 


The apjiointment of a King over the Ifraetites, whele name was 
Saul; and this by the command of God. 
ἃ τ. HERE was one of the tribe of Benjamin, a man οὗ 
a good family, and of a virtuous difpofition ; his 
name was Kifh. He hada fon, a young man, of a comel 
countenance, and οἵ atall body, but his underftanding and his 
mind were preferable to what was vifible:in him ; they called 
him Saul. Now this Kifh had fome fine the affes that were 
Wandered out of the paffure wherein they fed, for he was 
more delighted with thefe than with any other cattle he had, 
fo he fent out his fon, and one fervant with him to fearch for 
the beafts ; but when he had gone over his own tribe in fearch 
after the affes, he went to other tribes, and when he found. 
them not there neither, he determined to go his way home, 
left he fhould occafion any concern to his father about himfelt.. 
But when his fervant that followed him told him as they were 
near the city Ramah, that there waga true prophet in that city 
_ and adviled him, to goto him, for that by him they would 
know the upfhot of the affair of their affes, he replied, That if 
they fhould goto him, they had nothing to give him as a re- 
ward for his prophecy. for their fubfiftence money was fpent. 
The fervant anfwered, that he had fill the * fourth part of a 
fhekel, and be would prefent him with that, for they were 
miftaken out of ignorance, as not knowing that the prophet 
received ho fuch reward. So they went to him, and when 
they were before the gates, they light upon certamm maidens 
that were going to fetch water, and they afked them which 
was the prophet’s houfe ? they fhewed them which it was ;. 
and bidthem make hafte before he fat down to fupper, for he ° 
had mvited many guefts to a feaft, and that he uled to fitdown 
before thofe that were invited. New Samuel had then gath- 
ered many together to feaft with him on this very account ; 
for whilg he every day prayed to God to teil him betore hand, 
whom he would make king, he had informed him of this man 
’ the day betore, for that he would fend him a certain young 
man, out of the tribe of Benjamin about this hour of the day ; 
and he fat on th- top of the houfe in expeétation of that time’s 
being come. And when the time was completed, he came 
down and went to fupperg¢ fo he met with Saul, and God dif- 
covered to him, that this was he who fhould rule over them. 
Then Saul went up to Samuel, and faluted him, and defired 
him to inform him which was the prophet’s houfe ; for he faid 


“ Of this great miftake of Saul’s and his fervant's, as if a true prophet of God 
would accept of a gift or preient, fur forcieiling what was defired of him; fee 
the note on B. JV. ch. νἱ § ἃ, 
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he was a ftranger.and did not know it. When Samuel had told 
him that he was himfelf the perfon, he led him into fupper, 
+ and affured him that the affes were found which he had been 
to feek, and that the greateft of good things were affured to 
- him ; he replied, “ Sir, 1 am tao inconfiderable to hope tor — 
“any fuch thing. and of a tribe too {mall tohave kings made 
~ out of it, and of a family fmaller than feveral other families ; 
‘“‘ but thou telleft me this in jeft, and makeft me an objeé& of 
** laughter, when thou difcourfeft with me of greater matters 
*‘than what I ftand in need of.” However, the prophet led 
him into the feaft and made him fit down, him and his fervant 
that followed him, above the other guefts that were iavited, 
which were * feventy in number ; and he gave orders to the 
fervants to fet the royal portion before Saul. But when the 
time of going to bed was come, the reft rofe up, and every 
one of them went home, but Saul ftayed with the prophet, he 
and his iervant, and flept with him. _ 
2. But as foon as it was day. Samuel raifed up Saul out of 
his bed and conduéted him homeward ; and when he was out 
of the city, he defired him to cauie hes fervant to go betore, 
but to flay behind himlelf, for that he had fomewhat to fay to 
him, when nobody elfe was prefent. Accordingly Saul fent 
away his fervant that followed him; then did the prophet take 
a veffel of oil, and poured it upon the head of the young man, 
and kiffed hun, and faid, * Be thou a king, by the ordination 
“οἵ God againft the Philiftines, and for avenging the He- 
** brews for what they have fuffered by them; of this thou 
“(δ]ὲ have a fign, whichI would have thee take notice οἵ; 
“* as foon as thou art departed hence, thou wilt find three men 
4“ uponthe read, going to worfhip God at Bethel, the firft of 
** which thou wilt fee carrying three loaves of bread, the fe- 
“‘ cond carrying a kid of the goats, and the third will follow 
““ them carrying abottle of wine. . Thefe men will falutethee, 
** and {peak kindly to thee, and will give thee two of their 
‘“* loaves, which thou fhalt accept of. And thence thou fhalt 
“* come to a place called Rachel’s monument, where thou fhalt 
** mcet with thofe that will tell thee thy affes are found ; after 
*‘ this, when thou comeft to Gabatha, thou fhalt overtakea com- 
** pany of prophets, and thou fhalt be feized withthe + divine 
‘« {pirit, and prophecy along with them, till every one thatfees 
** thee fhall be aftonilhed and wonder. and fay, Whence is it 
4. that the fon of Kifh has arrived at this degree ot happinefs ? 


* It feems to me not improbabie, that thefe 70 guefls of Samuel, as here with 
himfelf at the head of them, were a Jewifh Sanhedrim, and that hereby Samuel 
intimated f Saul, that thefe 71 were to be his conftant counfellors, and that he 
was to δὲ not like a fole menarch, buc with the advice and direétion of theie 74 
members of the Jewifh Sanhedrim upon all occafions, which we never read yot 
that he confulted afterward. 

+ Aun inftance of this divine fury we have after this in Sau:, chap. v. § 2, 3. 1 
Bam. xi. 6. See the like, Judg. jii. το, and vi. 34. and xi, 30. and xiii, 25. and ᾿ 
xiv, 6. 
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“ And when thefe figns have happened to thee, know that God 
** is with thee : Then do thou falute thy father, and tay kin- 
** dred. Thou fhalt alfo come when I fend tor thee to Gilgal, 
_ * that we may offer thank-offerings to God for thefe bleflings.”” 

When Samuel had faid this, and foretold thefe things, he fent ° 
the young man away. Naw all things fell out toSaul accor- 
ding to the prophecy of Samuel. 

But as foon as Saul came into the houfe ef his kinfman 
Abner, whom indeed he loved bettef than the reft of his rela- 
tions, he was afked by him concerning his journey, and what 
accidents happened to him therein ; and he concealed none of 
the other things from him, no, not his coming to Samuel the 
prophet, nor how he told hrm the affes were found ; but he faid 
nothing to him about the kingdom, and what belonged thereto, 
which he thought would procure him egvy, and when fuch 
things are heard, they are not eafily believed ; nor did he think 
it prudent to tell thofe thingsto him, although he appeared 
very friendly to him, and one whom he loved above the reft 
ot his relations, confidering, I fuppofe, what hurnan nature re- 
ally is, that no one is a firm triend, neither among our m- 
timates, nor of our kindred, nor do they preferve that kind 
difpofition when God advances men to great profperity, but 
they are {till ill-natured and envious at thofe that are in eminent 
ftations. | ' 

4. Then Samuel called the people together to the city Mif- 
eli, and {pake to them in the words following, which he faid 
e was to {peak by the command of God: That ‘ when he 
‘** had granted them a ftate of liberty, and brought their ene- 
-*“ mies into fubje@tion, they were become unmindful of his 
‘* bencfits and reje€ted God that he fhould not be their King, 
** as not confidering that it would be moft for their advantage 
*‘ to be prefided over by the beft of Beings, for God is the beft 
** of beings, and they chofe to have a man for their king, 
** while kings will ule their fubje&s as beafts, according to the 
** violence of their own wills and inclinations, and other paf- 
** fions, as wholly carried away with the lufts of power, but 
** will not endeavour fo to preferve the race of mankind_as his 
‘** own workmanfhip and creation, which, for that very reafon, 
“ God woilld take care of. But fince you have come toa fixed 
“ refolution. and this injurious treatment of God has quite 
‘* prevailed over you, difpofe yourfelves by your tribes and 
‘‘ {fcepters, and caft lots.”’ 

ῥ᾽ hen the Hebrews had fo done, the lot fell upon the 
tribe of Benjamin ; and when the lot was caft for the families 
of this tribe, that which was called Matra was taken “and when 
the lot was caft for the fingle perfons of that family, Saul, the 
᾿ fon of Kith, was taken for their king. When the young man 

knew this, he prevented [their fending tor him] and imme- 
diately went away, and hid himfelf. I fuppofe it was becaufe 
he would not have it thought that hé willingly took the gov- 
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ernment upon him ; nay, he fhowed fycha degree of com- 
mand over himlelf, and of modefty, that while the greateft 
art are not able to contain their joy, even in the gaining of 
mail advantages, but prefently fhow themfelves publicly to 
all men, this man did not only fhow nothing of that nature, 
when he was appointed to be the lord of fo many, and fo great 
tribes, but crept away, and concealed himielt out of the fight 
of thofe he was to reign over, and made them feek him, and 
that with a good deal of trouble. So when the people were at 
a lofs, and {folicitous, becaufe Saul difap peared, the prophet 
befought God to thow where the young man was, and to pro- 
duce him before them. So when they had learned of God the 
place where Saul was hidden, they fent men to bring him, and 
when he was come, they fet him in the midft of the multitude. 
Now he was taller than any of them, and his ftature was very 
majeftic. ἢ 
6. Then faid the prophet, God gives you this man to be 
your king : See how he 15 higher than any of the people, and 
worthy οἱ this dominion. So as foon as the people had made 
acclamation, God fave the King, the prophet wrote down 
what would come to pafs ina book, and read it in the hearing 
of the king, and laid up the book in the tabernacle of God, 
to be a witnefs to future generations of what he had foretold. 
So when Samuel had finiihed this matter, he difmiffed the mul- 
titude, and came himfelf to the city Ramah, for it was his 
own country. Saul alfo went away to Gibeah, where he was 
born ; and many good men there were who paid him the re- 
{peét that was due to him, but the greater part were ill men, 
who defpifed him, and derided the others, who neither did 
bring him prefents, nor did they in affeétion, oreven in words, 
xegard to pleafe him, 


CHAP. V. 


Saul’s expedition againft the nation of the Ammonites, and uic- 
tory over them, and the {potls he took from them. 


4 I. FTER one month, the war which Saul had with 

Nahafh, the king of the Ammonites, obtained him 
refpeét from all the people, for this Nahafh had done a great 
deal of mifchief to the Jews that lived beyond Jordan by 
the expedition he had made againft them with a great and 
warlike army. He allo reduced their cities into llavery, and 
that not only by fubduing them for the prefent, which he did 
by force and violence ; but weakening them by fubtilty and 
cunning, that they might not be able alterward to get clear of 
the flavesy they were under te him ; for he put oft the right 
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* eyes of thofe that either delivered themfelves to him upos 
terms, or were taken by him in war; and this he did, that 
when their leit eyes were covered by their hhields, they might 
be wholly ufeleis in war. Now when the king of the Am- 
monites had ferved thofe beyond Jordan in this manner, he 
led his army againft thofe that were called Gileadites ; and ha- 
ving pitched his camp at the metropolis-of his enemies, which 
was the city Jabefh, he {ent ambaffadorsto them commanding 
them either to deliver themfelves up, on condition to have 
their right eyes plucked out, or to undergo a fiege, and to 
have ‘heir cities overthrown. He gave them their choice, 
whether they would.cut off afmall member of their body, 
or univerfally perifh. However, the Gileadites were fo af- 
frighted at thefe offers, that they had not courage to fay any 
thing to either of them, neither that they would deliver them- 
felves up, nor that they would fight him: But’ they defired 
that he would give them feven days refpite, that they might 
fend ambafladors to their eountrymen and entreat their affift- 
ance, and if they came to affift them, they would fight, but if 
that afliftance were impoffible to be obtained from ther, they 
Jaid they would deliver themfelves up to fuffer whatever he 
pleafed to infliét upon them. . 

2. So Nahath, contemning the multitude of the Gileadites, 
and the anfwer they gave, allowed them a refpite, and gave 
them leave to fend to whomfoever they pleafed for affiftance, 
So they immediately fent to the Ifraelites, city by city, and 
intormed them what Nahath had threatened to do to them, | 
and what great diftrefs they were in. Now the people fell in- 
to tears and grief, at the hearing of what the ambafladors trom 
Jabeth faid, and the terror they were in, permitted them to 
do nothing more. But when the meffengers were come to 
the city of king Saul, and declared the dangers in which the 
inhabitants of Jabeth were, the people were in the fame‘afflic- 
tion as thofe in the other cities, for they lamented the calam- 
aty of thofe related tothem. And when Saul was returne 
from his hufbandry into the city, he found his fellow citizens 
weeping ; and when upon enquiry, he had Jearned the caule 
of the conlufion and fadnefs they were in, he -was feized with 
a divine fury, and fent away the ambafladors from the inhab- 
itants of abefh, and promifed them to come to their afhiftance 
on the third day, and to beat their enemies before fun-rifing, 
that the fun, upon its rifing, might fee that they had already 
conquered, and were treed from the fears they were under : 
But he bid fome of them to ftay to condu& them the nght 
way to Jabeth. . 

3. So being dcfirous to turn the people to this war againtt 


ὦ Take here Theodoret’s note, cited by Dr. Hudfon ; “Ης that expofes his 
shieid to the enemy with his left band, thereby hides his left eye, and looks at the 
enemy with his right cye : He therefore that plucks out that eye makes men uiclefs 


in war, 
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the Ammonites by fear of the loffes they thould otherwife 
wndergo, and that they might the more fuddenly be gathered 
together, he cut the finews of his oxen, and threatened to do 
the fame to all fuch as did not come with their armour to Jor- 
dan the next day, and follow him and Samuel the prophet 
whitherfoever they fhould lead them : So they came together, 
out of fear of the loffes they were threatened with, at the ap- 

ointed time. And the multitude were numbered at the city 

ezek. And he found the number of thofe that were gather- 
ed together, befides that of the tribe of Judah. to be feven 
hundred -thoufand, while thofetof that tribe were feventy 
thoufand. Sohe paffed over Jordan, and proceeded in mar- 
ehing αἱ! that night, thirty furlongs, and came to Jabetb be- 
fore fun-rifing. Sohe divided the army into three compa- 
nies : and fell upon their enemies on every fide on the fud- 
den, and: when they expefted no fuch thing : And joining 
battle with them, they flew a great many of the Ammonites ; 
as alfo their king “ahafhh. This glorious aftion was done by 
Saul ; and was related with great commendation οἵ him to alt 
the Hebrews ; and he thence gained a wonderful reputation 
for his valour : For although there were fome of them that 
eontemned him before, they now changed their minds, and 
honoured him, and efteemed him as the beft of men ; for he 
did not content himfelf with having faved the inhabitants of - 
Jabeth only, but he made an expedition into the country of 
he Ammonites and Jaid it all waite, and took a large prey 
and fo returned to his own country mof glorioufl : So the 
people were greatly pleafed at thefe, excellent performances 
of Saul’s and rejoiced that they had conflituted him their 
king. Fhey alfo made a clamour againft thofe that pretended 
he would beof no advantage to their affairs ; and they faid, 
where now are thefe men : Let them be brought to punifhment 
with all the like things that multitudes do ufually fay, when 
they are elevated with profperity, againft thofe that lately had 
defpifed the authors of it. But Saul, although he took the 
goodwill and the affe&tion of thefe men very kindly, yet did 
he fwear that he would mot fee any of his countrymen flair 
that day fince it was abfurd to mix this victory, which God had 
given them, with the blood and flaughter of thofe that were 
of the fame lineage with themfelves ; and that it was more — 

reeable to be then ot a friendly difpofition, and fo to betake 
themfelves to feafting. 

4. And when Samuel had told them that he ought to con- 
firm the kingdom to Saul by a fecond ordination οἵ him, they 
all came together to the city Gilgal, tor thither did he com- 
mand them to come. So the prophet anointed Saul with the 
holy oil inthe fight of the multitude, and declared him to be 
king the fecond time: And fo the government of the Hebrewe 
was changed into a regal government ; for in the days of Mo- 
fes, and his difciple Jofhua, who was their general, they con-. 
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tinued under an ariftocracy, but after the death of Jofhua, for 
eighteen years in all, the multitude had no fettled form of 
government, but were in an anarchy : after which they re- 
turned tc their former government, they then permitting them- 
felves to be judged by him who. appeared to be the beft war- 
rior, and moft courageous, whence it was that they called this 
interval of their government the Judges. 

Then did Samuel the prophet cali another aflembly alfo, 
and faid tothem, “1 folemnly adjure you by God almighty, 
** who brought thofe excellent brethren, 1 mean Mofes and 
4“ Aaron, into the world, and delivered our tathers -from the 
‘* Egyptians, and from the flavery they endured under them 
” that you will- not {peak what you fay to gratify me, nor 
“ fupprefs any thing out of fear of me, nor be overborn by 
** any other paffion, but fay, what have I ever done that was 
“ cruel or unjuft ; or what have I done out of lucre or cov- 
* etoutnefs, or to gratify others? Bear witnefs againft me, if 
** I have taken an ox ora fheep, or any fuch thing, which 
** yet when they are taken to fupport ‘men, it 1s efteemed 
“ blamelefs ; or have I taken anafs for mine own ufe of any 
** one to his grief ? Lay fome one {uch crime to my charge, 
‘© now we are in your king’s prefence.” But they cried out, 
That “ no fuch thing had been done by him, but that he 
“. had prefided over the nation after an holy and righteous 
** manner.” 

6. Hereupon Samuel, when fucha teftimony had been 
given him by them all, faid, ‘ Since you grant that you are 
- ** not able to lay any ill thing to my charge hitherto, come on 
- ‘now, and do you hearken while! fpeak with great free- 
““ dom to you. You have been guilty-ot great impiety a- 
‘* gainft God in afking you a king. It behoves you to remem- 
“ Ber that our grandfather Jacob came down into Egypt by 
4“. reafon of a famine with feventy fouls only of our family, 
“4 and that their pofterity multiplied there to many ten thou- 
“« fands, whom the Egyptians brought into flavery, and hard 
** oppreffjon ; that God himfelf, upon the prayers of our fa- 
** thers fent Mofes and Aaron, who were brethren, and gave 
** them power to deliver the multitude out of their diftrefs, 
** and this withouta king. Thefe brought us into this very 
** land which you now poffefs. And when you enjoyed thele 
“ὁ advantages from God, you betrayed his worfhip and reli- © 
** gion ; nay moreover, when you were brought under the 
“ hands of your enemies, he delivered you, firft by rendering 
** you fuperior to the Affyrians and their forces, he then made 
«* you to overcome the Ammonites and Moabites, and laft of 
** all the Philiftines ; and thefe things have been atchteved 
* under the conduét of Jephthaand Gideon. What madnefs 
** therefore polle{led you to fly from God, and to delire to be 
* under a king ; yet have I ordained him tor king whom he 
© chofe for you. However, that I may make it plainto you, 


a 








Chap. VI.] ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 265 


“ that God is angry and difpleafed at your choice of kingly 
“ government, I will fo difpofe him'that he fhall declare this 
** very plainly to you by ftrange fignals, for what none of you 
“ ever (aw heie before, I mean a * winter ftorm in the midft 
“ of harveft, I will entreat of God, and will make it vifible to 
“you.” Now, as foon as he had faid this, God gave fuch 
great fignals by thunder and lightning, and the de{cent of hail, 
as attefted the truth of all that the prophet had faid, infomuch 
that they were amazed and terrified and confefled they had 
finned, and ha‘ fallen into the fin through ignorance; and 
befought the prophet, as one that was a tender and gentle fa- 
ther to them, to render God !o merciful as to forgive this their 
fin which they had added to thofe other offences whereby 
they had.affronted him®and tranfgreffed: againft him. So he 
promifed them that he would befeech God; and perfuade him 
to forgive them thefe their fins. However he advifed them 
to be righteous, and to be good-; and ever to remember the 
miferies that had befallen them on account of their departure 
from virtue: as alfo, to remember the ftrange figne God had 
fhewed:them and the body of laws that Mofes had given them, 
if they had any defire of being preferved and made happy 
with their king. But he faid, that if they fhould grow care- 
lefs of thefe things, great judgments would come from God 
upon them, and upon gheir king. And whten Samuel had thus 

rophefied to the Hebrews, he difmiffed them to their own 

1omes, having confirmed the kingdom to Saul the fecond 
ume. 


CHAP. VI. 


How the Philtftines made another expedition againft the He- 
brews..and were beaten. 


41x. OW Saul chofe out of the multitude about three 
thoufand men, and he took two thoufand of them 
to be guards of his own body, and abode in the city Bethel, 
but he gave the reft of them to Jonathan his fon to be the guards 
of his body ; and fent him to Gibeah, where he befieged and 
took a ceftain garrifon of the Philiftines, not far from Gilgal, 
for the Philiftines of Gibeah had beaten the Jcws, and taken 
their weapons awdy, and had put garrifons into the ftrongeft 
places of the country, and had forbidden them to carry any 
inftrument of iron, or atall to make ufe of any iron in any — 
cafe whatfoever. And on account οἱ this prohibition, it was, 


4 Mr. Reland obferves here, and proves elfewhere in his note on Antig. B. IIT. 
eh. i. ἃ 6 that although thunder and lightning with us happen ulually in fummer, 
yet in Palefline and Syrig, they are chiefly confined to winter Jofephus takes new 
tice of the fame thing again, Oi the war, Β. IV. ch. iv. § § vol. IIL. 
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that the hufbandmen, if they had any occafion to fharpen any 
of their tools, whether it were the coulter or the {pade, or ἃ. 
ny inftrument of hufbandry, they came to the Philiflines to do 
it. Now as foen as the Philiftines heard of this flaughter of 
their garrifon, they were ina rage about it,and looking on this 
contempt as a terrible affront offered them, they made war a- 

ainftthe Jews, with three hundred thoufand chariots, and 
ἔχ thoufand horfes ; and they pitched their camp at the city 
Michmafh., When Saul the Ein .of the Hebrews, was in- 
formed of this, he went down to fhe city Gilgal, and made 
proclamation over all the country, that they fhould try to re- 

ain their liberty; and cailed them to the war againft the 
Bhiliftines, diminifhing their forces, and def{pifing them as not 
very confslerable, and as not fo greatwbut they might hazard 
a battle with them. But when the people about Saul obferved 
how numerous the Philiftines were, they were under a great 
confternation ; and fome of taem hid themfelves in caves, and 
in dens under ground, but the greater part fled into the land. 
beyond Jordan, which belonged to Gad and Reubel. 

2. But Saul fent to the. prophet, and called him te confult 
with him about the war, and the public affairs : So he com- 
manded him to ftay there for him, and to prepare facrifices, for 
he would come to him within feven days that they might of- 
fer facrifices on the feventh day and might then join battle 
with their enemies. So he * waited, 4s the prophet fent to 
him to do; yet did not he however obferve the command that 


* Saul feems to have ftayed till near the times of te evening facrifice, on the 
feventh day, which Samuel the prophet of God, had appointed him, but’ net till 
the end of that day, as he ought to have done ; and Samuel ‘appears by delaying to: 
come till the full time of the evening facrifice on that feventh day, to have cried 
him, (who feems to have been already for fome time declining, from his ftri@ and 
bounding {ubordinstion to God, and his prophet, to bave taken life-guards for 
himfelf and his fon, which was entirely anew thing in I{rael, and favoured of a 
diftruft of God's providence, and to have affe&ied more than he ought, that inde~ 
pendent authority which the Pagan kings took to themfelves ;) Samuel, I fay, feems 
to have here tried Saul, whether he would flay till the prieft came, who alone 
could lawfully offer the facrifices, nor would boldly and profanely ufurp the prieft’s. 
office, whjch he venturing upon, wasjuftly reje@ed for bis profanenefs. See Con- 
tit. Apoft. Β. 1]. ch. xxvii. And indeed fince Saul had accepted kingly power 
which naturally becomes ungovernable and tyrannical, as God feretold, and the 
experience of all ages has (hewn, the divine fettlement by Moles, had foon been 
laid afide under the kings, had not God by keeping ftri@ly to his laws, and fevere- 
ly executing the threatenings therein contained, reftrained Saul and other kings in 
fome degree of obedience to himfelf. Nor was even this feverity fufficient,to re. 
ftrain moft of the future Kings of Israel and Judah, frem the groffeft idolatry and 
impicty. ‘Of the advantage of which ftri€tnefa, in the obferving divine laws and 
inflicting their threaie: ed penaities, fee Antiq. B. VI. chap. xii. § 9. and contra 
Apion. B. II. § 30. where Jofephus fpeaks of that matter; though it muft be noted 
that it feems, at leaft in thrce inftances, that good men did not always immediately 
approve ot fuch divine feverity. There feems to be one inftance, 1 Sam. vi. 195 
20. another, 1 Sam xv. 11. and athird, 2. Sam, vi. 8, ἃ Antig. B. VI. νι. § 


8. though they all at la& acquiefced in the divine condud, .as knowing that God is 
wifer than men, 
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wat gtven him, but when he faw that the prophet tarried long- 
er than he expe@ed, and that he was deferted by the foldiers, 
he took the facrifices, and offered them ; and when he heard 
that Samuel was come, he went out to meet him. But the 
prophet faid he had not done well in difobeying the injunc- 
tions he had fent to him, and had not flayed till his coming 

which being appointed acceiding to the will of God, he had 
prevented him in offering up thofe prayers, and thofe facrifi- 
ces, that he fhould have made for the multitude, and that he 
therefore had performed divine offices in an ill manner, and 
had been rafh tn performing them. Hereupon Sgul made an 
apology for himfelt, and faid, “ That he had waited as many 
“days as Samuel had appointed him ; that he had been fo 
“ quick in offering his facnfices, upon account of the necef- 
** fity he wasin and becaufe his foldiers were departing from 
** him, out of their fear of the enemies camp at Michmath, 
‘“¢ the report being gone abroad that they Were coming down 
** upon him to Gilgal.” ‘To which Samuel replied, “ Nay, 
“ certainly ifthou hadft been a * righteous man, and hadft not 
“* difobeyed me, nor flighted the commands which God fug- 
** gefted to me concerning the prefent {tate of affairs, and hadit 
** not aéted more haftily than the prefent circumftances requir- 
“* ed, thou wouldeft have been permitted to reign a long tame, 
** and thy pofterity after thee.” So Samuel! being grieved at 
what happened, returned home ; but Saul came to the city 
Gibeah, with his fon Jonathan, having only fix hundred men 
with him ; and of thele the greater part had no weapons. be- 
caufe of the {carcity of iron in that country, as well as of thofe 
that could make fuch weapons, for as we fhewed a little be. 
fore, the Philiftines had not fuffered them to have fuch iron, 
or fuch workmen. Now the Philiflines divided their army 
into three companies, and took as many roads, and laid wafte 
the country of the Hebrews, while king Saul and his fon Jon- 
athan faw what was done, but were notable te detend the fan 

as no more than fix hundred men with them. , Butas he an 

his fon, and Abizah the high prieft, whu was of the polterity 
of El: the high prieft, were fitting upon a pretty high hill, 


* By this answer of Samuel, and thatfrom a divine commiflion, which is fuller 
in 1 Sam. xiii. 14 and by thet parallel note in the Apoftolical Conftitutions juft 
now quoted, concerning the great wickednefs of Saul in venturing, even under a 
feeming necessity of affairs, to ufurp the prielt’s office, and offer facrifice without 
the prieft, we are in fome degree able to an{wer that queftion, which I have eyer 
thought a very hard one, viz. Whether if there were a city or country of lay Chriftians 
without any clergyman, it were lawful for the laity alone to baptize, or ce-ebrate 
the eucharift, &c. or indeed whether they alone could ordain themfelves either bish- 
ops, priefts or deacons, for th: due performance of fuch facerdotal miniftyation ἢ 
or whether they ought not rather, till they procure clergymen te come among then, 
to confine themielves within thofe bounds of piety and chriftianity, which belong 
alone to the laity ? Such particularly as are recommended in the nr book of the 
Apoftolical Conftitutions, which peculiarly concern the laity, and are imitated 
Clerapat’s undoubted epifile, § 40. To which latter opinion J incline 





268 ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. [Book VI. 


and feeing the land laid waite, they were mightily difturbed 
at it. Now Saul’s fon agreed with his armour-bearer, that 
they would go privately to the enemies camp, and make a tu- 
mult, anda difturbance among them. And when the armour- 
bearer had readily promifed to follow him whitherfoever he 
fhould lead him, though he fhould be obliged to die in the at. 
tempt ; Jonathan made ufe of the young man’s afliftance, and 
defcended from the hill, and went to their enemies. Now the 
enemies camp was upon a precipice, which had three tops, 
that ended ina {mall but fharp and long extremity, while there 
was a rock that furrounded them, like lines made τὸ prevent 
the attacks of anenemy. There it fohappened, that the out- 
guards of the camp were negleéled, becaufe of the fecurit 
that here arofe trom the fituation of the place, and becaufe 
they thought it altogether impoflible, not only to afcend up to 
the camp on that quarter, but fo much as to come near it. ΑΘ 
foon therefore as they came to the camp, Jonathan encourag- 
ed his armour-bearer, and faid to him, ‘‘ Let us attack our en- 
** emies ; and it when they fee us they bid us come up to 
*“ them, take that for a fignal of victory ; but it they fay noth- 
‘‘ ing, as not intending to invite us to come up, let us return 
** back again.”” So when they were approaching to the enemies 
camp, jult after break of day and the Philiftines faw them, 
they faid one to another, ‘‘ The Hebrews come out of their 
“dens and caves :”” Andthey faid to Jonathan and to his ar- 
mour-bearer, ‘‘ Come on, afcend up to us, that we may inflié& 
** ajust punifhment upon you, for your γαίῃ attempt upon us.” 
So Soul's fon accepted of that invit&ion, as what fignified to 
him victory, and he immediately came out of the place whence 
they were een by thetr enemies, fo he changed his place, and 
‘came to the rock which had none to guard it, becaufe of its 
own ftrength ; from thence they crept up with. great labour 
and difficulty, and fo far overcame by torce the nature of the 
place, till they were able to fight with their enemies. So they 
tell upon them,as they were aflleep, and flew about twenty of 
them, and thereby filled them with diforder and furprife, m- 
fomuch that fome of them threw away their entire armour and 
fled, but the greateft part not knowing one another, becaufe 
they were of different nations, fufpeéted one another to be en- 
emies, (for they did not imagine there were only two of the 
Hebrews that came up) and fo they fought one again anoth- 
er; and fome of them died in the battle’ and fome, as they 
were flying away, were thrown down from the rock headlong. 
ow Saul’s watchmen told the king, that the camp of 


‘the Philiftines was in contufion ; then he enquired whether 


any body wag gone away from the army ? and when he heard 
that his.{on, and with him his armour-bearer, were abfent, he 
bid the high prieft take the garments of his high priefthood, 
and prophecy to him what fuccefs they fhould have; who 
faid, “ That they fhould get the vidtory, and prevail againit 
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“ their enemies.” So he went out after the Philiftines, and 
fet upon them as they were flaying one another. Thofe alfo 
came running to him, who had fled to dens and caves, upon 
hearing that Saul was gaining a vittory. When theretore 
the number ot the Hebrews that came to Saul amounted to 
about ten thoufand, he purfuea the enemy, who were [catter- 
ed all over the country ; but then he fell into an aétion, which 
was a very unhappy one, and liable to be very much blamed; 
for whether out of ignorance, or whether out of joy fora vic- 
tory gained fo ftrangely, for it frequently happens, that per- 
fons {o fortunate are not then able to ufe their reafon confift- 
ently as he was defirous to avenge himfelf, and to exatt a 
due punilhment of the Philiftines, he denounced * a curfe on 
the Hebrews, ‘‘ That if any one put a ftop to his flaughter 
** of the enemy, and fell on eating, and leit off the flaughter, 
orthe purluit betore the night came on, and obliged them 
** {o to do, he fhould be accurfed.’’ Now after Saul had de- 
nounced this curfe, fincethey were now ina wood belonging 
to the tribe of Ephraim, which was thick and tull of bees, 
Saul’s fon who did not hear his father denounce that curse, 
nor hear of the approbation the multitude gave to it, broke 
off a piece of an honey comb and eat part of it. But in the 
meantime. he was informed with whata curfe his father had 
forbidden them to tafte any thing betore fun-fetting : So he 
lett off eating, and faid,‘* His father had not done well in this 
** prohibition, becaufe had they taken fome food, they had 
** purfued the enemy with greater vigour and alacrity, and had 
“ both taken and flain many more of their enemies.’ 

4. When therefore they had flain many ten thoufands of the 
Philiftines, they fell upon {poiling the camp of the Bhiltftines 
but not till late in the evening. They alfo took a great dea 
of prey, and cattle, and killed them, and eat them with their 
blood. This was told to the king by the Scribes, that the 
multitude were finning againft God, as they facrificed, and 
were eating bet» re the blood was well wafhed away, and the 
flefh was made clean. Then did Saul give order, that a great 
ftone fhould be rolled into the midft of them, and he made 
proclamation that they fhould kill their facrifices upon it, 
and not feed upon the fleth with the blood, for that was not 
acceptable to God. And when all the people did as the king 


* Thijs rath vow or curfe of Saul’s, which Jofephis fays was confirmed by the 
ple, and yet not executed, I fuppofe principally becaute Jonathan did not 
now of it, is very remarkable, it being of the effence of the obligation of all laws, 
that they be (ufficiently known and promulgated, otherwife the condu& of provi- 
dence, as to the facredacts of folemn oaths and vows, in God’s refufing to anfwer 
by Urim, till this breach of Saul’s vow or curfe was underftood and fet right, and 
God propit'sted by public prayer, is here very remarkable, as indeed it is every 
where elfe in the Old Teftement. 


το; 
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commanded them, Saul *ere&ted an altar there, and offered 
burnt-offerings upon itto God. This.was the firft altar thae 
Saul built. 

5. So when Saul was defirous of leading his men tothe en- 
emies camp before it was day, in order to plunder it and when 
the foldiers were not willing to follow him , but indeed thewed 
great readinefs to do as he commanded them, the king called 
Ahitub the high prieft, and enjoined him to know of God, 
whether he would grant them the favour and permiflion to go 
againit the enemies camp, in order to deftroy thofe that were 
in it. And when the prieft faid, that God did not give any 
an{wer, ** And not without fome caufe, faid Saul, does God 
** refule to anfwer what we inquire of him, while yet a little 
* while ago he declared to us all that we defired before hand, 
and even prevented us in his anfwer. To be fure there is 
fome fin againft him that is concealed from us, which 1s 
the occafion of his filence. Now] fwear by bim himfelf, 
that though he that hath committed this fin fhould prove to 
be my own fon Jonathan, I will flay him, and by that 
means will appeafe the anger of God againft us, and that in 
the very fame manner as if I were to punifh a ftranger, and 
** one not at all related to me, for the fame offence.’’ So when 
the mul@tude cried out to him fo to do, he prefently fet all the 
reft on one fide, and he and his fon ftood on the other fide, 
and he fought to difcover the offender by lot. Now the lot 
appeared to tall upon Jonathan himfelf." So when he was afk- 
ed by his tather what fin he had been guilty of ἡ and what he 
was con{cious of in the courfe of his life that might be efteem- 
ed inftances of guilt or profanenefs ? his anfwer was this, “ O 
“* father, 1 have done nothing more than that yefterday, with- 
*“* out knowing of the curfe and oath thou hadft denounced, 

while I was in purfuit of the enemy, I tafted of an honey 
** comb.” But Saul fware that he would flay him, and preterthe 
obfervation of his oath before all the ties of birth and οἱ na- 
ture. Aad Jonathan was not difmayed at this threatening of 
death but offering himfelt to it generoufly, and undaunted! y 
he faid, ‘‘ Nor ἀοἱ defire you father, to fpare me; Deat 
** will be to me very acceptable, when it proceeds from thy 
44 piety, and after aglorious vitory ; for it is the greatedt 
** confolation to me, that I leave the Hebrews viftorious over 
** the Philiftines.” Hereupon all the people were very forry, 
and greatly affliQed for Jonathan, and they {ware that they 
. would not overlook Jonathan, and fee him die, who was the 
author of their victory. By which means they {natched him 
out of the danger he was in from his father’s curle, while 

© Here we have fiill more indications of Seul’s affeftation of defpotic power and 
of his entrenching upon the pricithood, and making and endeavouring to execute 
ἃ rath vow or curfe without confulting Samuel, or the fanhedrim. In this view 
it is aifo that I look upon this creGion of anew alter by Saul, and his offering of 
burnt-offerings himfelf upon it, and mot as any proper inftance of devotien er reli- 
gion, with other commentators. 
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they made their prayers to God alfo for the young man, that 
he would remit his fin; ὁ | 

6. So Saul having ffain about fixty thoufand of the enemy, 
returned home to his own city, and reigned happily: And he 
alfo fought againft the neighbouring nations, and fubdued the 
Ammonites, and Moabites, and Philiftines, and Edomites, and 
Amalekites, as alfo the king of Zobah: He had three male 
children, Jonathan, and Tui, and Melc-hifhua; with Merab 
and Michal his daughters. He had alfo Abner, his uncle’s 
fon, for the captain of his hoft: That uncle’s name was Ner. 
Now Ner, and “ith the father of Saul, were brothers. Saul 
had alfo a great many chariots and horfemen, and againft 
whomfoever he made war, he returned conqueror, and advan. 
ced the affairs of the Hebrews to a great degree of fuccefs and 

rofperity, and made them fuperior to other. nations: And 

e made {uch of the young men that were remarkable for tall- 
nefs and comelinefs, the guards of his body. 


| CHAP. νι. 
Saul’s war with the Amalekites, and conqueft of them. 


§ 5. OW.Samuel came unto Saul, and faid to him, That 
“ he was fent by God to put him in mind that God 
_“ had preferred him before all others and ordained him 
“ king ; that he therefore ought to be obedient to him, and 
“τὸ fubmit to his authority, as confidering, that though he 
“ had the dominion over the other tribes, yet that God had 
“4 the dominion over him, and over all things. ‘Fhat accord- 
“ ingly God faid to him, that becaufe the Amalekites did the 
“ Hebrews a great deal of mifchief while they were in the wil- 
* dernefs, and when, upon their coming out of Egypt, they 
* were making their way to that country which is now their 
“ own, I enjoin thee to punifh the Amalekites by making 
“ war upon them; and when thou μα fubdued them, to leave 
* none of them alive, but to purfue them through every age, 
“ and to flay them, beginning with the women and the infants, 
“ and to require this as apunifhment to be inflifted upon them 
* for the mifchief they did to our forefathers, To fpare noth- 
“ ing, neither affes nor other beats, nor to referve any of them 
* for your own advantage and pofleffion, but to devote them 
‘© univerlally to God, and, in obedience to the commands of 
“* Mofes, to blot out the name of * Amalek entirely.” 
® The reafon of this Severity is diftin&tly given, 1 Sam. xv. 18. Go and utterly 
dcfiray the finners the Amalehties = Nor indeed do we ever meet with thefe Amiale- 


kites but as very cruel and bloody people, and particularly fetkjng t injure and 
utterly to deftroy the nation of Hrael, Exod. xvii 8—16. Now xiv.ing. Deut. 
RXV. 17--19, Judg. vi 3, 6. 2 Sam. xv. 24. Pal. Ixxxiii. ἃ. and .above all, the 
mofkt barbarous of all cruelties, that of Haman the Agagite, or one ofthe pofterity of 
Agag, the old King of the Amalekites, Efth. iii. 1—2. 





ῖ 
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2. So Saul promifed to do what he was commanded ; and 
fuppofing that his obedience to God wouldbe fhown not only 
in making war againft the Amalekites, but more fully in the 
readine!s and quicknefs of his proceedings, he madeno delay, 
but immediately gathered together all his forces ; and when 
he had numbered them in Gilgal, he foind them to be about 
four hundred thoufand of the Ifraelites, befides the tribe of 
Judah, for that tribe contained by itfelf thirty thoufand. Ac- 
cordingly Sau! made an irruption into the country οἱ the Ama- 
lekites, and fet many men in feveral parties in ambubh at the 
river, that fo he might not only do them a mifchiet hy open 
fighting, but might fall upon them unexpeétedly in the ways, 
and might thereby compafs them round about and kill them. 
And when he had joined battle with the enemy, he beat them. 
and purfuing them asthey fled, he deftroyed them all. And 
when that undertaking had fucceeded, according as God had 
foretold. he fet upon the cities of the Amalekites ; he befieged 
them, and took them by force, partly by warlike machines, 
partly by mines dug under ground, and partly by building 
walls on the outfides. Some they ftarved out with famine, 
and fome they gained by other methods ; and after all, he be- 
took himfelf to flay the women and the children, and thought 
he did not at therein either barbaroufly or inhumanly, firft, 
becaufe they were enemies whom he thus treatéd, and, in the 
‘next place, becaufe it was done by the command of God, 
whom it was dangerous not toobey. He allo took Agag, the 
enemies king captive ; the beauty and tallnefs of whofe body 
he admired fo much, that he thought mm worthy of preferva- 
tion. Yet was not this done however according to the will ot 
God, but by giving way to human paffions, and fuffering 
himfelf to be moved with an unfeafonable commifferation, in 
a point where it was not fafe for him to indulge it, tor God 
hated the nation of the Amalekites to fuch a degree, that he 
commanded Saul to have no pity on even thofe infants which 
we by nature chiefly compaflionate; but Saul preferved their 
king and governor from the miferies which the Hebrews 
brought on the people, as if he preferred the fine appearance 
of the enemy to the memory of what God had fent him‘about. 
The multitude were alfo guilty, together with Saul, for they 
{pared the herds and the flucks. and took them for-a prey, 
when God had commanded they fhould not fparethem. They 
alfo carried off with them the’ reft of their wealth and riches, 
but if they were any thing that was not worthy of regard, that 
they deftroyed. ἡ 

3. But when Saul had conquered all thefe Amalekites that 
reached from Pelufium of Egypt to the Red Sea, he laid wafte 
ali the reft of the enemy’s country : but for the nation of the 
Shechemites, he did not touch them, although they dwelt in 
the very middle of the country of Midian ; tor betore the bat- 
tle, Saul had fent tothem, and charged them to depart thence, 
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left they fhould be partakers of the miferies of the Amalekites 
for he had a juft occafion for faving them, fince they were of 
the kindred of Raguel, Mofes’ tather-in-law. 

4. Hereupon Saul seturned home with joy, for the glorious 
things he had done, and for the conqueft of his enemies, as 
tho’ he had not negleé&ted any thing which the prophet had en- 
jotned him to do, when he was going to make war with the 
Amalekites, as though he had exaétly obferved all that he 
ought to have done. But God was grieved that the king of 


the Amalekites was preferved alive, and that the multitude. 


had feized on the cattle tor a prey, becaufe thefe things were 
done without his permiffion ; for he thought it an intolerable 
thing, that they fhould conquer and overcome their enemies 
by that power which he gave them and then that he himfelf 
fhould be fo grofsly defpifed and difobeyed by them, thata 
anere man that was a king would not bearit. He ‘théretore 
told Samuel the prophet, that he repented that he had made 
Saul king, while he did nothing that he had commanded him, 
but indulged his own inclinations. When Samuel heard that, 


he was in confufion ; and began to beleech God all that night. 
to be reconciled to Saul and not to be angry with him: but ἢ 


he did notgrant that forgivenefs to Saul which the prophet afk- 
ed for, as not deeming it a fit thing to grant forgivenefs of 
[fuch| fins at hrs entreaties, fince injuries do not otherwile 

row fo great as by the eafy tempers οἱ thofe that are injured 
or while they hunt after the glory of being thought gentle 
and good-natured, before they are aware they produce other 
fins. As foon theretore as God had reje€ted the interceffion 
of the prophet, and it plainly appeared he would not change 
his mind, at break of day’ Samuel came to Saul to Gilgal. 
W hen the king faw him, he ran to him, and embraced him, 
and faid, ‘ I return thanks to God who hath given me the 
** vidiory, for I have pertormed every thing that he hath com- 
““ manded me.”” To which Samuel replied, ‘‘ How is it then 
** that I hear the bleating of the theep, and the lowing of the 
** greater cattle in the camp ?” Saul made anfwer, That ‘* the 
** people had referved them for facrifices, but that, as to the 
** nation of the Amalekites, it was entirely deftroyed, as he 
“* had received it in command to fee done, and that no one 
‘‘ man was Icft, but that he had faved alive the king alone and 
‘ brought him to him, concerning whom he faid they would 
“* advite together what fhould be done with him.” But the 
prophet faid, “ God is not delighted with facrifices, but with 
** good and with righteous men, who are fuch as follow his 
« will and his laws, and never think that any thing is well 
** done by them but when they do it'as God had commanded 
“them: that he then looks upon himfelf as affronted, not 
“4 when any one does not facrifice, but when any one appears 
“τὸ be difobedient to him. But that from thofe who do not 
“ obey lim, nor pay him that duty which is the alone true and 
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“« acceptable worfhip, he will not kindly accept their obla- 
‘* tions, be thefe they offer never fo many and fo fat, and be 
** the prefents they make him never fo ornamental, nay tho’ 
“6 they were made of goldand filver themfelves,but he will reje& 
them, and efteem them inftances of wickednefs, and not of 
*¢ piety. And that he is delighted with thofe that fill bear ir 
** mind this one thing and this only, how to do that whatfo- 
ever it be, which God pronounces or commands tor them 


thofe commands ; nor does he require fo muchas a facri- 
‘* fice from them. And when thefe do facrifice though it be 
‘© a mean olNatiom, he better accepts of it as the honour of po- 


“4 verty, than fuch oblations as come from the richeft men . 


‘* that offer them to him. Wherefore take notice, that thow 
** art under the wrath of God, for thou haft defpifed and neg- 
*« le€ted what he commanded thee. How doft thou then fup- 
“ pofe he wilkref{peét a faerifice out of fueh things as he hath 
** doomed to deftru€ion ἢ unlefs perhaps thou doft imagine 
“(δὶ itis almoft all one to effer it in facrifice to God as to de- 
“ ftroy it. Do thou therefore expe& that thy kingdom wilt 
* be taken from thee, and that authority which thou haft a- 
“ bufed by fuch infolent behaviour, as to negle& that God 
*“* who beftowed it upon thee.” ‘hen did Saul confefs that 
he had aéted unjuftly and did not deny that he had finned, be- 
caufe he had tran{greffed the injun&tions of the prophet ; but 
he faid, that it was out of a dread and feargf the foldiers that 
he did not prohibit and reftrain them wherthey feized on the 
prey. But forgive me, faid he, and be merciful to me, for k 
will be cautious how I offend for the time to come. He alfo 
entreated the prophet to go back with him thathe might offer 
his thank-offerings to God ;. but Samuel went home, becaule 
he ἂν that God would not be reconciled to him. 

5. But then Saul was fo defirous to retain Samuel, that he 
took hold of his cloak, and becaufe the vehemence of Samucl's 
departure made the motion to be violent, the cloak was rent. 
Upon which the prophet faid, that after the fame manner 
fhould the kingdom erent from him, and that a good anda 
juft man fhould take it; that God perfevered in what he had 
decreed about him; thatto be mutable and changeable in 
what is determined 19 agreeable to human paffions only, but is 
not agreeable to thedivine power. Hereupon Saul faid, that 
he had been wicked, but that what wasdone could not be un- 
done : He theretore defired him to honour him fo ‘ar, that the 
multitude might fee that he would accompany him in worlhip- 
ping God. So Samuel granted him that favour, and went 
with him and worlhipped God, Agag alfo the king of the A- 
malckites, was brought to him; and when the hing afked, 
How bitter death was ἢ Samuel faid, As thou hait made many 
οἱ the Hebrew mothers to lament and bewail their children, 
_ fo fhalt thou by thy death, caufe thy mother to lament thee 


to do, and to choofe rather to die than to tranfgrefs any of ᾿ 
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alfo. Accordingly he gave order to flay him immediately at 
Gilgal, and then went away to the city Ramah 


CHAP, VII. 
How upon Saul’s tranfgreffion of the Prophht’s commands, Sa« 


muel ordained another perfon to be King privately, whofe name 
was David, as God commanded him. | 


4 1. ΝΟΥ Saul being fenfible of the miferable condition 
he had brought himfelf into, and that he had made 
God to be his enemy, he went up to his royal palace at Gib- 
eah, which name denotes an &7t/, and after that day he came 
no more into the prefence of the prophet. And when Sam-. 
ue] mourned for him, God bid him leave off his concern for _ 
hin, and to take the holy oil, and goto Bethlehem to Jeffe 
the fon of Obed, and to anoint fuch of his fons as he { ould 
fhew him for their future King. But Samuel faid, he was 
afraid left Saul, when he came to know of it, fhould kill him, 
either by {ome private method, or even openly. But upon 
God’s fuggefting to hima fate way of going thither, he came 
to the fore-mentioned city ; and when they all faluted him, 
and afked, What was the occafion of hrs coming ? he told 
them, he came to facrifice to God. When therefore he had 
gotten the facrifice ready, he called Jeffe and his fons to par- 
take of thofe facrifizes ; and when he faw his eldeft fon to be 
a tall and handiome man, he gueffed by his comelinefs that he 
was the perfon. who was to be thew tuture king. But he was 
miltaken in:judging about God’s providence ; for when Sam- 
uel inguired of God, whether he fhould anoint this youth, 
whom he fo aamured, and efteemed worthy of the kingdom ? 
God faid, “ Men donot fee as God feeth. Thou indeed 
“* haft refpéé to the fine appearance of this youth, and thence 
* efteemeft bim worthy of the kingdom, while I propofe the - 
kingdom as a reward, not of the beauty of bodi 


eo ὃ 
φι 


ies, but of 
the virtue of fouls, and 1 enquire after one that is perf=&tl 

comely in that refpeét. I mean one who is beautiful in p1- 
ety, and righteoufnefs, and fortitude, and obedience, for in 
** them confifts the comelwefs of the foul.” When God.had 
faid this, Samuel.bid Jeife to fhew him all his fons. So he 
made five others of his fons to come tu him ; of all which Eli- 
ab was the eldeft, Aminadab the fecond, Shammah, the third, 
Nathaniel the fourth, Rael the filth, and Afam the fixth. And 
when the prophet faw that thefe were no way interior to the 
eldeft in their countenances, he inquired of God, which of 
them it was whom he chofe for their king ? Agd when God 
faid it was none of them, he afked Jeffe, whether he had not 
fome other fons befides thefe ? and when he [aid that he had 
ene more named David, but that he was a fhepherd, and took 
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care of the’ flocks, Samuel bidthem call him immediately, 
for that till he was come they could not poflibly {it down to 
the feaft. Now as foon as his father had feyt tor David, and 
he was come, he appeared to be of ayellow complexion, of a 
fharp fight, and a comely perfon in other refpecs alfo. This 
is he, {aid Samuel frivately to himfelf, whom it pleafes-God 
to make our king. Sohe fat down to the feaft, and placed the 
youth under him,and [εἴς alfo, with his other fons ; after 
which he took oi], in the prefence οἱ David, and anointed 
him, and whifpered him in the ear, and acquainted him, that 
God chofe him to be their king ; and exhorted him to be righ- 
teous, and obedient to his commands, for that by this means 
his kingdom would continue fora long time and that his 
houfe thould be of great {plendor, and celebrated in the world: 
that he fhould overthrow the Philiftines ; and that againft what 
nations foever he fhould make war, he fhould be the conquer- 
or, and furvive the fight: and that while he lived he fhould 
enjoy a glorious name and leave fuch a name to his pofterity 
alfo. 

2. So Samuel, when he had given him thefe admonitions, 
went away. But the divine power departed from Saul and re- 
moved to David ; who, upon this removal of the divine {pirit 
to him, began to prophecy. But as tor Saul, fome ftrange 
and demonical diforders came upon him, and brought upon 
him fuch fuffocations as were ready to choak him ; tor which 
the phy ficians could find no other remedy bu this, that if any 
perton could charm thofe paflions by finging and playing-up- 
on the harp, they advifed them to enquire for fuch an one, 
agd to obierve when thefe demons came upon him and diftur- 
bed him, and to care that fuch a perfon might ftand over him 
and *play on the harp, and recite hymns to him. Accord- 
ingly SatsPdid not delay, but commanded them to feek out 
fuch a man. -And when a certain flander-by faid that he had 
feen in the city ot Bethlehem a fon of Jeffe, who was yet πὸ 
more than a child in age, but comely and beautiful, and ino- 
ther ref{peés one that was deferving οἱ great regard, who was 
fkilful in playing on the harp and in finging ot hymns, ἀπά δὴ 
excellent foldier in war, he fent to Jeffe, and defired him to 
take David away trom the flocks and fend him to him, for he 
had a mind to fee him, as having heard an advantageous char- 
aéter of his tomelinefs and his valour. So εἰς fent his fon, 
and gave him prefentsto carry to Saul. And when he was 
come, Saul was pleafed with him, and made him his armour- 
bearer, and had him in very great efteem, for he charmed his 
pathon and was the only phy fician againft the tfouble he had 

rom the deppens whenfoever it was that it came upon him, 


* Spanheim takes notice here, that the Greeks had fuch fingers of hymns, and 
that ufually children or youth were picked out for that fervice ; as alfo that those 
called fingers tothe harp, did the fame thet David did here, i.¢, join their owa 
vocal and inftrumental mufic together. - 
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and this by reciting ofhymns and playing upon the harp, and 
_ bringing Saul to his right mind again. Frowever. he fent to 

Jeffe the father of the child, and defired him to permit David 
to ftay with him. for that he was delighted with his fight and 
company ; which flay, that he might not contradi& Saul, he 


ranted. 
od 4 


CHAP. ΙΧ. 
How the Philiftiues made another Expedition againft the He- 


brews, under the ragn of Saul ; an 


by David's flaying Gohath ina ingle combat. 
41. Now the Philiftines gathered themfelves together a- 


gain no very long time atterward, and having got- 
ten together a great army, they made war againit the Ifraelites 
and having feized a place between Shochoh and Azekah, they 
there pitched their camp. Saul alfo drew out his army to op- 
ofe them ; and by pitching his own camp on a certain hill, 
e forced the Philiftines to Teave their former camp, and to 
encamp themfelves upon fuch another hill, over againft that 
on which Saul’s army lay, fo thata valley, which was between 
the two hills on which they lay, divided their camps afunder. 
Now, there came down a man out of the camp of the Philiftines 
whofe name was Goliath, of the city Gath, a man of vaft 
bulk, tor he was of four cubits and a fpan in tallnefs, and had 
about him weapons fuitable to the largenefs ofshis body, for 
hehad ἃ breaft-plate on that weighed five thoufand thekels ; 
he had alfo an helmet and greaves of brafs as large as you 
would naturally fuppofe might cover the limbs of fo vaft a bo- 
dy. His {pear was alfo fuch as was not carried like a light 
thing in his right hand, but he carried it as lying on his fhoul. 
ders. He had alfoa lance of fix hundred fhekels ; and many 
followed him to carry hisarmour. Wherefore this Goliath ftood 
between the two armies as they were in battle array, and fent 
out a loud voice and faid to Saul, and tothe Hebrews, “ I will 
“ free you from fighting and trom dangers ; for what_necef- 
“ firy isthere that your army fhould tall and be affli€ted ? 
Give me ἃ man of you that will fight with me and he that 
** conquers fhall have the reward of theconqucror, and deter- 
mine the war, for thefe fhall ferve thofe others to whom the 
conqueror fhall belong. And certainly it is much better 
and more prudent to gain what you defire by the hazard of 
* one man than of all.” When he had fail this, he retired to 
his own camp; butthe next day he came again and ufed the 
fame words, and did not leave off tor forty days together, to 
challenge the enemy in the fame words, till Saul and his army 
were therewith terrified, while they put themfelves in array as 
if they would fight, but did not come to a clofe battle. 


how they were overcome 


478 > ANTIQUITIES OF THE Jews, ~— [Book VI. 


2. Now while this war between the Hebrews and Philiftines 
‘was going on, Saul fent away David to his father Jeffe and 
contented himfelf with thofe three fons of his whom he had 
{ent to his affiftance, and to be partners in the dangers of the 
war: And at firlt David returned to feed his fheep and his 
flocks ; but after no long time he came to the camp of the 
Hebrews, as fent by his father to cagry provifions to his breth- 
ren,and to know what they were doing. While Goliath 
came again, and challenged them, and reproached them, that 
they had no man of valour among them, that durft come down 
to fight him ; and as David was talking with his brethren about 
the bufinefs for which his father had fent Him, he heard the 
Philiftine repreaching and abufing the army, and had indig- 
Nation at it, and faid to his brethren, I am ready to fight a fin- 
gie combat with this adverfary. Whereupon Eliab, his eldeft 
brother, reproved him, and (διά, that he {pake too rathly and 
improperly for one of his age. and bid him go to his flocks, 
and to his father. So he was abafhed at his brother’s words, 
and went away, but ftill fpake to fome of the foldiers, that he 
was willing to ight with -him that challenged them. And 
when they had intormed Saul what was the refolution of the 
young man, the king fent for him to come to him : And when 
the king afked what he had to fay, he replied, ‘*O king, be 
** not caft down, nor afraid, for I will deprefs the infolence 
** of this adverfary, and will go down and fight with him, and 
“‘ will bring him under me, as tall and as great as he is, till 
“* he thall be fufficiently laughed at, and thy army fhall get great 
‘“* glory, when he hall be flain by one that is not yet of man’s 
* eltate, neither fit for fighting, nor capable of being intrufted 
‘* withthe marlhalling an army, or ordering a battle, but by one 
“ἰδὲ lookslike achild, and is really no elder in age thanachild.” 

3. Now Saul wondered at the boldnefs and alacrity ot Da- 
vid, but durft not prefume on his ability, by reafon ot his age ; 
but faid, he muft on that account be too weak to fight with 
one that was fkilful in the art of war, “I undertake this en- 
* terprife, faid David, in dependance on God’s being with 
me, for 1 have had experience already of his affiftance ; for 
I once purfued after and caught a lion that ailaulted my 
** flocks, and took away alamb from them. and I f{natched the - 
lamb out of the wild beaft’s mouth, and when he leaped 
‘* upon me with violence, Itook him by the tail, and daihed 
4“ him againfi the ground. In the fame manner did | avenge 
“ my felt ona bear alfo; and let this advertary of ours be ef- 
“ teemed like one of thefe wild beafts fince he has a bong 
‘¢ while reproached our army, and blafphemed our God, whu 
yet will reduce him under my power.” 

4. However Saul prayed that the end might be, by God’s 
affiftance, not difagreeable to the alacrityand boldnefs of the 
child : and faid, “ Go thy way to the fight.” So he put about 
him his breaft-plate, and girded on his fword, and fitted the 
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helmet to his head. and fent him away. But David was bur- 
dened with his armour, for he had not been exercifed to it, 
nor had he learned to walk with it ; fo he faid, ‘* Let this ar- 
* mour be thine, O king. who art able to bear it, but give me 
* leave to fight as thy fervant, and as I myfelf defire.” Ac- 
cordingly he laid by the armour, and taking his ftaff with him, 
and putting five ftones out of the brook’ into a fhepherd’s-bag, 
and having a ffing in his right hand, he went towards Goliath, 
But the adverlary feeing him in fuch a manner, difdained 
him, and jefted upon him, as if he had not fuch weapons with 
him as are ulual when one man fights againft another, but 
_ fuch asare ufedin driving away, and avoiding of dogs ; and faid, 
** Doft theu take me not for a man, but adog ?” To which 
he replied, ‘ No, not tora dog, but fora creature worfe 
than a dog.” This provoked Goliath to anger, who thereupon 
eurfed him by the name of God, and threatened to give his 
flefh to the beafts of the earth, and tothe fowls of the air to 
be torn in pieces by them. ‘Fo whom David anfwered, 
* Thou comeft to me witha fword, and witha /pear, and witha 
** breaft-plate, but Ihave God for my armour, in coming 
* againft thee, who will deftroy thee, and all thy army by my 
* hands, for I will this day cut off thy head, and caft the oth- 
** er parts of thy body to che dogs, and all men fhall learn that 
“. Godis the protector of the ebrews, and that our armour 
“ and our ftrength is in his providence, and that without | 
“ God’s affiftance, all other warlike preparations and power 
* is ufelefs.” So the Philiftine being retarded by the weigh 
of his armour, when he attempted to meet David in haite, 
came on but flowly, as defpifing him, and depended upon rt 
that he fhould flay him, who was both unarmed, and a child 
alfo, without any trouble at all. og 
. But the youth met bis antagonift, being accompanied 
with an invifible affiftant, who was no other than God himfelt. 
And taking one of the ftones that he had out of the brook and 
had put into his fhepherd’s bag, and fitting it to his fling, he 
flang it againft the Philiftine. This ftone fell upon his fore- 
head and fank into his brain, infomuch that Goliath was ftun- 
ned and fell upon his face. So David ran and food upon his 
adverfary as he lay down and cut off his head with his own 
fword ; for he had no {word himfelf. And upon ‘the fall of 
Goliath the Philiftines were beaten, and fled; for when they 
faw their champion proftrate on the ground, they were atraid 
of the entire iffue of their affairs, and refolved not to ftay any 
Songer, but committed themfelves to an ignominious and in- 
decent flight, and thereby endeavoured to fave themfelves from 
the dangers they were in. But Sauland the entire army of 
the Hebrews, made a fhout and rufhed upon them and flew a 
great number of them, and purfued the reft to the torders of 
ath and to the gates of Ekron ; fo that there were flain οὐ the 
Philiftines thirty thoufand, and twice asmany wounded. But 
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Saul returned to their camp and pulled their fortification to 
pieces, and burnt it ; but David carried the head of Goliath 
into his own tent, but dedicated his {word to God [at the tab- 
ernacle. | 


CHA P. X. 


Saud envies David for his glorious.fuccefs, and takes an occafior 
of entrapping him, ‘rom the promife he made him of giving 
kim his daughterin marriage, but thus upon condition af his 

iflines. 


bringing him fix hundred heads of the ἢ 


4 1. OW the women were an occafion of Saul’s envy 
and hatred to David, for they came to meet their 
vitorious army with cymbals and drums, and all demonftra- 
tions of joy, and fang thus: The wives faid, That “ Saul had 
** flain his many thoufands of the Philiftines.” The virgins 
replied That ‘* David hath flain his ten thoufands.” Now 
when the king heard them finging thus, and that he had him- 
felf the {malleft fhare in their commendatiens, and that the 
- greater number, the tenthoufands were afcribed to the young 
man; and when he confidered, with himfelf that there was 
nothing more wanting to David, atter fuch a mighty applaufe 
but the kingdom, he began to be afraid and fufpicious of Da- 
vid. Accordingly he removed him from the ftation he was 
in before, for he was his armour-bearer, which out of fear 
feemed to him much too near a ftation for him, and fo he made 
him captain over a thoufand, and beftowed on hima poft bet- 
ter indeed in itfelf, but ashe thought, more for his own 
fecurity ; for he had a mind to fend him againft the enemy, 
and into battles, "as hoping he would be flain in fuch danger- 
ous confliés. — ° 
2. But David had God going along with him whitherfoev- 
er he went, and accordingly he greatly profpered in his un- 
dertakings, and it was viltble that he had mighty fuccefs, in- 
{omuch that Saul’s daughter, who was ftill a virgin, fell ia 
love with him ; and her affeflion fo far prevailed over her, 
that it could not be concealed and her father became acquain- 
ted with it. Now Saul heard this gladly, as intending to 
make ufe of it tor a {nare againf David, and he hoped that it 
would prove the caufe of deftru@ion and of hazard to him ; 
fo he told thofe that informed him of his daughter’s affeétion, 
that he would willingly give David the virgin in marniage, 
and faid, “1 engage my[clf to marry my daughter to him i 
** he will bring me * fix hundred heads of my enemies, fup- 


* Jofephus fays thrice inthis chapter, and ¢wice afterwards, chap. xi. ὃ 8. and 
B. VII. ch. i. § 4. ἡ. ¢, five times in all, that Saul required not a bare hundred of the 
foreskins of the Philiftines, but /ix Aundred of their heads. ‘The Septuagint have 100 
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᾿ pofing that when ἃ teward fo ample was propofed to him, 
ι : 


and when he fhould aim to get him greater glory, by un- 
“. dertaking a thing fo dangerous and incredible, he would 
‘ immediately fet about it, and fo perifh by the Philiftines, 
and my defigns about him will fucceed finely to my mind, 
for I fhall be freed from him, and get him flain, not by τὴν - 
“ felf but by another man.” So he gave order to his fervants 
to try how David would relifh this propofal of marrying the 
damiel. Accordingly they began to fpeak thus to him, that 
king Saul loved him, as well as did all the people, and that he 
was defirous of his afinity by the marriage of this damfel. To 
which he gave this anfwer, “ἡ Seemeth it to you a light thing 
** to be made the king’s fon-in-law ? It does not feem fo to 
** me, elpecially when I am one of a family that is low, and 
** without any glory or honour.’”’ Now when Saul was inform- 
ed by his fervants what anfwer David had made, he faid, “ Tell 
** him, that I do not want any money, nor dowry from him, 
** which would be rather to fet my daughter to fale than to 
** give her in marriage, but I defire only fuch a fon-in-law 
* as hath in him fortitude, and all other kinds of virtue, of 
“. which he faw David was poffeffed, and that his defire was 
“το receive of him, on account of his marrying his daughter, 
** neither gold, nor filver, nor that he fhould bring fuch wealth 
“ out of his father’s houfes, but only fome revenge on the 
τε Philiftines, and indeed fix hundred of their heads, than 
* which a more defirable, ora more glorious prefent could 
* ‘not be brought him, and that he had much rather obtain 
*. this than any of the accuftomed dowries for his daughter, 
** wiz. that fhe fhould be married to a man of that charaéter, 
ἐς and to one who hada teftimony as having conquered his 
** enemies.” . 

3. When thefe words of Saul were brought to David, he 
was pleafed with them, and fuppofed that Saul was really de 
firous of this affinity with him ; fo that without bearing to 
deliberate any longer, or cafting about in his mind whether 
what was propofed was poflible, or was dificult or not, he 
and his companions immediately fet upon the enemy, and 
went about doing what was propofed as the condition of the 
marriage. Accordingly, becaufe it was God who made all 
things ealy and poflible to David, he flew many fof the Phi. 
liftines] and cut off the heads of fix hundred of them, and 
came to the king, and by fhewing him thefe heads ot the Phi- 
liftines. required that he might have his daughter in marriage. 
Accordingly Saul having no way of getting off his engage- 
ments, as thinking it abafe thing either to feem a liar when 


foreskins, but the Syriac and Arabic 200. Now that thefe were not foreshins with 
our other copies, but Aeads with Jofephus’s copy, feems fomewhat probable, from 
1 Sam, xxix. 4. where all copies fay that it was with the head of fuch Philiftins 
shat David might reconcile himilelf to his mafter Seul. 
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he promifed him this marriage, or to appear to have afted 
treacheroufly by him in putting him upon what was 1n a man- 
ner impoffible, in order to have him ffain, he gave him his 
daughter in marriage ; her name was Michal. | 


CHAP. XI. 


Haw David, upon Saul’s laying {nares for him, did yet efcape 
the dangers he‘was in by the affetion and care of Jonathan, 
and the contrivances of his wife Michal: And how he came 
to Samuel the Prophet. , 


4 1. OWEVER, Saul was not difpofed to perfevcre 

ae long in the ftate wherein he was, for when he faw 
that David was in great efteem both with God, and with the 
multitude, he was afgaid ; and being not able to conceal his 
fear as concerning gyeat things, his kingdom, and his life, te 
be deprived of either of which was a very great calamity, he 
refolved to have David flain, and commanded his fon Jon- 
athan and his moft faithful fervants to kill him: But Jonathan 
wondered at his father’s change with relation to David, that it 
fhould be made to fo great a degree, from fhewing him πὸ 
{mall good will, to contrive how to have him killed. Now. 
becaufe heloved the young man and revereneed him for his vir- 
tue, he informed him of the fecret charge his tather had given 
and’ what his intentions were concerning him. However, he 
advifed him to take care gnd be abfent the next day, for that 
he would falute Ins tather, and, if he met with a favourable 
opportunity, he would difcourfe with him abogt him, and 
learn the caufe of his difguit, and fhew how little ground there 
was for it and that forit he ought not to kill aman that had 
done fo many good things to the multitude, and had been ἃ 
benefaétor to himfelt, on account of which he ought in reafon 
to obtain pardon, had he been guilty of the greateft crimes ; 
and I will then inform thee of my tather’s refolution. Accor- 
dingly David complied with fuch an advantageous advice, 
and kept Inmfelf then out of the king’s fight. 

2. On the next day Jonathan came to Saul as foon as hefaw 
himin a cheerful and joyful difpofition, and began to intro- 
duce a difcourfe about David: ‘* What unjuft attion, O fath. 
“er either little or great, haft thou found {o exceptionable 
** in David, as to induce thee to order us to flay a man whe 
** hath been of great advantage to thy own prefervation, and 
“© of fill greater tothe punifhment οἵ the Philiftines? A man 
** who hath delivered the people of the Hebrews trom reproach 
** and derifion, which they underwent for forty daystogether, 
* when. he alone had courage enough to {uftain the challenge 
of the adverfary, and alter-that brought us many heads of 
eur enemies as he was appointed to bring,and had, as a reward 
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ἐδ for the fame, my fifter in marriage ; infomuch that his death 
“ would be very ferrowtul tp us, not only on account of his 
** virtue, but on account of the nearnefs of our relation, tor 
δὲ thy daughter muit be injured at the fame time that he is 
** flain, and muft be obliged to experience widowhood, before 
“* fhe can come to enjoy any ad rantage from their mutual 
ἐς converfation. Confider thefe things, and change your 
‘* mind to a more merciful temper, and to da no mifchief toa 
*** man, who in the firft place, hath done us the greateft kind- 
** nefs of preferving thee ; for when.an evil {pirit and demcuns 
᾿“ had feized upon thee, he cait them out and procured reft to 
* thy foul trom their incurfions: And, in the fecond place 
“* hath avenged us of our enemies ; for it isa bafe thing to 
** forget fuch benefits.” So Saul was pacified with thefe words; 
and {ware to his fon that he would do David no harm, for a 
righteous difcourfe proved too hard for the king’s anger and 
fear. So Jonathan {ent for David, and brought him good 
news from _ his father, that he was to be preferved. He alfo 
brought him to his father ; and David continued with the Ὁ 
king as formerly. _ 

3. About this time it wa, that, upon the Philiftines _mak- 
ing a new expedition againft the Hebrews, Saul fent David 
with an army to fight with them; and joining battle with 
them he flew many of them, and after his victory he returned 
tothe king. But bis reception by Saul was not as he expett- 
ed upon {uch fuccefs, for he was grieved at his profperity, 
becaufe he thought he would be more dangervus to him by 
‘having afted fo glorioufly. But when the demoniacal {pirit 
came upon him, and put him into diforder, and difturbed him 
he called for David into his bed-chamber wherein he lay, and 
having a {pear in his hand, he ordered him:to charm him with 
playing on his harp. and with finging hymns; which, when 

avid did at his command, he with great force threw the 
{pear at him, but David was aware of it before it came, and 
avoided it, and fled to his own honfe, and abode there all 
that day. ΝΣ 

4. But at night the king fent officers, and commanded that 
he fhould be watched till the morning, left he fhould get quite 
away, that he might come into the judgment-hall and fo 
might be delivered up, and condemned, and flain. But when 
Michal, David’s wite, the king’s daughter, underftood what 
her father defigned, fhe came to her huiband, as having {mall 
hopes of his deliverance and as greatly concerned abcut her 
own life alfo, for fhe could not bear to live in cafe fhe were 
deprived of him; and fhe faid, ‘‘ Let not the ‘un find thee here 
“ when it rifes, for if it do, that will be the laft time u will 
** fee thee ; fly away then while the night may aflord thee the 
δ opportunity, and may God lengthen it for thy fake, for 
know this, that if my father find thee, thou arta dead man.” 
So the let him down by a cord out ofthe window, and faved 
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him : And after fhe had fadone, fhe fitted up a bed for him 
as if he were fick, and put under the bed clothes ἃ * goat's 
Jivere, and when her father, as foon as it was day, ἴδηι to feize 
David, the faid to thofe that were there, that he had not been 
well that night, and thowed them the bed covered, and made 
them believe, by the leaping of the liver, which caufed the, 
bed-clothes to move alfo, that David breathed like one that 
was afthmatic. So when thofe that were fent’ told Saul that 
David had not been well in the night, he ordered him tobe 
brought in that condition, for he intended to. kill him. Now 
when they came, and uncovered the bed, and tound out the 
woman's contrivance, they told it to the king: And when her 
father complained of her, that fhe had faved his enemy, and 
had put a trick upon himfelt, fhe invented this plaufible de- 
fence for herfelf, and faid, “ That when he threatened to 
“ kill her, fhe lent him her affiftance tor bis prefervation, out 
** of fear ; for which her afliftance fhe ought to be forgiven, 
** becaufe it was not done of her own free choice, but out of 
““ neceflity ; for, faid fhe, Ido not fuppofe that thou waft fo 
zealous to kill the enemy, as thou watt that I fhould be faved.” 
Accordingly Saul forgave the damfel ; but David, when he 
had efcaped this danger, came to the prophet Samuel to Ra- 
mah. and told him what fuares the king had laid for kim, 
and how he was very near to death by Saul’s throwing a {pear 
at him although he had been no way guilty with relation to 
him. nor had he been cowardly in his battles with his enemies, 
but had fucceeded welt in them all, by God’s affiftance : 
which thing was indeed the caufe οἱ Saul’s hatred to David. 

5. When the prophet was made acquainted with the unjuft 
proceedings of the king, he left the city Ramah, and took Da- 
vid with him,to acertain place called Naioth, and there he 
abode with him. But when it was told Saul that David was 
with the prophet, he fent foldiers to him, and ordered them to 
take him, and bring himto him: And when they came to 
Samuel, and tound there a congregation of prophets, they be- 
came partakcrs of the divine {pirit, and began to prophecy ; 
which when Saul heard of, he fent, others to David, who pro- 
phelying in like manner, as did the firft, he again fent others ; 


which third fort prophelying alfo, at laft he was angry, and 


went thither in great hafte himfelf ; and when he was juft b 
the place, Samuel, before he jaw him. made him prophecy al, 
fo. And when Saul came to him, he t was difordered in mind, 


* Since the modern Jews have loft the fignific tion of the Hebrew word here 
ufed, Cebir; and fince the LXXIJ. 3s wellas Joiephus, render it the liver of the 
goat, and fince this rendering, and Jofephus’s account, are bere {o much more clear 
and probable, than thofe of others, it is almoft unaccountable that our commenta- 
tors fhould fo much as hefitate about its true interpretation, 

+ Thee violent and wild agitations of Saul feemto me to have been no otter 
than demoniacal ; and that the fame demon which ufed to feize him, fince he was 
forfaken of God, and which the divine hymns and pfalms which were {ung to 
the harp of David ufed te expel, was now im a judicial way brought upon him, 
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and under the vehement agitation of a {pirit, and * putting of 
his garments, he tell down, and lay on the ground all that day 
and night, in the prefence of Samuel and David. 

6. And David went thence, and came to Jonathan, the fon 
of Saul, and lamented to him what {nares were laid for him 
by his father ; and faid, That‘ though he had been guilty of 
** no evil, nor had offended again{t him, yet he was verv zeal- 
* ous to get him killed.” Hereupon Jonathan exhorted hira 
not to give credit to fuch his own fulpicions, nor to the cal- 
umnies of thofe that raifed thofe reports, if there were any 
that did fo, but to depend on him, and take courage ; for that 
his father had no fuch intentions, fince he would have ac- 
quainted him with that matter, and taken his advice, had it 
been fo, as he ufed to confult with him in common, when he 
afted in other affairs. But David {ware to him, that fo it was, 


.and he defired him rather to believe him, and to provide for 


his fatety, than to defpife what he, with great fincerity, told 
him : That he would believe what he faid, when he fhould ei- 


ther fee him Killed himfelf, or learn it upon enquiry from 


others : And that the reafon why his father did not tell him of 
thefe things, was this that he knew af the frjendfhip and af- 
fection that he bore towards him, 

4, Hereupon when gcpathan found that this intention of 
Saul’s was {o well attefted, he afked him, “ What he would 
* have him do tarhim ?” To which David replied. “1 am 
“ fenfitle that thou art willing to gratify me inevery thing, and 
** procure me what I defire. Now ta-morrow is the new moon, 
“ and J was accuftomed to fit down then with the king at fup- 
per; now if it feem.good to thee, I will go out of the city, 
“ and conceal myfelt privately there ; and it Saul enquire 
Ὁ why I am abfent, tell him that I am gone to my own city 
‘* Bethlehem, to keep a feftival with my own tribe ; and add 
f thisalfo, that thou gaveit me leave toto do. And if he fay, 
** as is ufually fatd in the cafe of friends that are gone abroad, 
** it is well that he went, then affure thy felf that no latent mif- 
‘* chief or egmity may be feared at his hands; but if he an- 


not only in order to difappoint his intentions againft innocent David, but to ex- 
poe him to the laughter and contempt of al. that faw him, or heard of thofe his 
agitations, fuch violeat and wild agitations being ne.er obferved in true prophets, 
when they were under the infpiration of the Spirit of God. Our other copies, 
which fay, the Spirit of God came upon him, feem not fo right here ag Jafephus's 
copy, which mentions nothing of God at all. Nor does Jofephns feem to af- 
cribe this impulfe and extacy of Saul’s to any other than to his old demoniacal {pi- 
rit, which on all accounts appears the moft probable. Nor does the former de- 
{cription of Saul’s real infpiration by the divine Spirit, 1Sam. x. g—12. Antiq. 
B. VI, chap. iv. lec 2. which was betore he was become wicked, well agree with 
the defcriptions before us. . 

* What is meant by Saul’s lying down naked all that day. and all that night, 1 
Sam xix, 24 and whether any more than laying afide his royal apparal, or upper 
Karments, as fofephus feems to underftand it, is by av micans certain, See the note 
@n Antiq. B. VIII. ch. 14. § 5. 
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δὲ fwer otherwife, that will bea fure fign that he hath fome de- 
figns againft me. Accordingly thou thalt inform me of thy 
father’s inclinations ; and that out of pity tomy cafe, and 
out of thy friendfhip for me, as inftances of which friend- 
“ fhip thou haft vouchfafed to accept of the affurances of my 
** love to thee, and to give the like affurances to me, that is, 
** thofe of a mafter to his fervant ; but if thou difcovereft any 
“ wickednels in me, do thou prevent thy father and kill me, 
oes yfe , 

8. But Jonathan heard thefe laft words with indignation, 
and promifed to do what he defired of him, and to inform him 
ithis father’s anfwers implied any thing of a melancholy nature, 
and any enmity againft him. And that he might the more 
firmly depend upon him, he took him out into the open field, 
intothe pure air, and {ware that he would negle& nothing that 
might tend tothe prefervation of David ; and he faid, “1 ap- 
** peal to that God, who, as thou feeft, is diffufed every 
where, and knoweth this intention of mine, before I explain 
it in words, as the witnefs of this my covenant with thee, 
that 1 will now leave off to make frequent trials of the pur- 
pofe of iny tather, tall] learn whether there be any lurking 
difi-mper inthe iecreteft parts of his foul; and when [have 
* Tearntit, 1 wili not conceal it from thee, but will difcover 
ittothee, whether he be gently or peevifhly difpofed: for 
this Gud himfelt knows, that I pray he may always be with 
thee, for he is with thee now, and will not torfake thee, 
and will make thee fuperior to thine enemies, whether my 
father he one of them, or whether I myfelf be fuch. Do 
thou only remember what we now do; and if it fall out 
that I die, preferve my children alive, and requite what 
kindneffes thou haft now received,to them.” hen he had 
thus {worn, he difmiffed David, bidding him go to a certain 

lace of that plain wherein he ufed to perform his exercifes, 
for that as foon as he knew the mind of his father, he would 
_ come thither to him, with one fervant only; and “εἶ, fays 
** he, I fhoot three darts at the mark, and then bid my fervant 
*© tocarry thefe three darts away, for they are betore him, 
** know thou that there is no mifchief to be teared from my 
** father ; but if thou hearcft me fay the contrary, expe& the 
contrary from the king : However, thou fhalt gain fecu- 
rity by my means, and fhalt by no means fuffer any harm; 
but fee thou doit not forget what I have defired of thee. m 
‘* the time of thy profperity, and be ferviceable to my chil- 
“ dren.” Now David, when he had received thefe affurances 
from ponathan, went his way to the place appointed. 

g. But on the next day, which was the new moon, the king 
when he had purified himfelf, as the cuftom was, came’ to 
fupper ; and when there fat by him his fon Jonathan on his 
right hand, and Abner, the captain of his hoft, on the other 
hand, he faw David's feat was empty, but faid nothing, fup- 
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pofing that he had not purified himfelt fince he had accom. - 
panied with his wife, and fo could not be prefent; but when 
e faw that he was not there the fecond day of the month nei: 
ther, he enquired of his fon Jonathan why the fon of εἴς 
did not come to the fupper and the feaft neither the day before 
nor that day. So Jonathan faid, That ‘* he was gone, accor. 
** ding to the agreement between them, to his own city, 
where his tribe kept a feftival, and that by his permiffion : . 
That he alfo invited him to come to their facrifice ; and 
fays Jonathan, if thou wilt give me leave, I will go thither 
** for thou knoweft the good-will that I bear him.” And then 
¥t was that Jonathan underftood his father’s hatred to David, | 
and plainly faw his entire difpofition ; for Saul could not 
reftrain his anger, but reproached Jonathan, and called him 
the fon of a runagate, and an enemy ; and faid, “ He wasa 
** partner with David, and hisaffiftant, and that by his behav- 
** iour he {howed he had no regard to himfelf, or to his moth- 
** er, and would not be perfuaded of this that while David 
** is alive their kingdom was not fecure to them ; yet did he 
‘© bid him fend for him, that he might be punifhed.”.And - 
when Jonathan faid, in anfwer, What hath he done that thou 
wilt punifh him ? Saul no longer contented himfelf to exprefs. 
his anger in bare words, but fnatched up his {pear, and leaped. 
upon him, and was deftrousto kiJl him. He did not indeed 
do what he intended, becaufe he was hindered by his friends, 
but it appeared plainly to his fon that he hated David, and 
reatly defired to difpatch him. infomuch that he had. almoft 
fain his fon with his own hands on his account. 
_ 20, And then. it was that the king’s fon rofe haftily from 
fupper ; and being not able to admit any thing into his mouth 
for grief, he wept all night, both becaufe he had himfelf been 
near deftruétion, and becaufe the death of David «was deter- 
mined : But as {oon as it was day, he went out into the plain 
that was before the city, as going to perform his exercifes,, 
but in reality to inform his friend what difpofition his father; 
was in towards him,as he had agreed with him to do.And when 
Jonathan had done what had been thus agreed, he difmiffed 
is fervant that followed him, to return to the city, but he 
himfelf went into the defert, and came into his prefence, and 
communed with him. So David appeared, and fell at Jona. 
than’s feet, and bowed down to him, and called him the pre- 
ferver of his foul: But he lifted him up from the earth, and 
they mutually embraced one another, and made a long greet- 
ing, and that not without tears. They alfo lamented their age 
and that familiarity which envy would deprive them of, and 
that feparation which muft now be expetted, which feemed 
to them no better than death itfelf. So recolleéting them- 
felves at length from their lamentation, and exhorting one an- 
other to be mindful ofthe oaths they had {worn to each other, 
they parted afunder. 
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CHAP. ΧΙ. 


How David fled to Ahimelech, and afterwards to the kings of 
the Phitiflines, and of the Moalites ; and how Saul jlew A- 
himelech and his family. 


1 BUT David fled from the king, and that death he was 

in danger ot by him, and came to the city Nob, to 
Ahimelech the prieft who, when he faw him coming all alone, 
and neither a friend nor a fervant with him, he wondered at 
it, and defired to learn of him the caufe why there was nobody 
with him ? To which David anfwered,* That the king had 
commanded him to do a certain thing that was. to be kept fe- 
cret, to which, if he had a mind to know io much, he had no 
eccafion for any one to accompany him ; however, I have 
ordered my. fervants to meet me at fuch and fuch 4 place.” 
So he defiréd him to Jet him have fomewhat to eat ; and that 
in cafe he would fupply him, he would aé the part of a friend 
and be affifting to the bufinefs he was now about : And wheri 
he had obtained what he defired, he alfo afked him whether he 
had any weapons with him, either {word or {pear ? Now there 
was at Nob a fervant of Saul’s.by birth a Syrian, whofe name 
was Doeg, one that kept the king’s mules. The high -prieft 
faid, that he had no fuch weapons, but he added,‘ Here is 
the fword of Goliath, which, when thou hadf flain the Phil. 
iftines, thou didft dedicate to God.” 

2. When David had received the {word, he fled out of the 
_¢ountry of the Heberws into that of the Philiftines, over 
which Achibh reigned : And when the king’s fervants knew 
‘him, and he was made known to the king himfelf, the fervants 
informing him that he was that David who had killed many 
ien thoifonds of the Philiftines, David was afraid left the 
king fhould put him to death, and that he fhould experience 
that danger from him which he had efcaped from Saul ; {fo he 
pretended to be diftrafted and mad, fo that his fpittle ran out 
of his mouth, and he did other the like a&tions before the king 
of Gath, which might make him believe that they proceeded 
from fucha diftemper. Accordingly the king was very an- 
gry at his fervants that they had brought him a madman ; and 
he ave orders that they fhould eject David immediately [out 
of the city. 

3. So when David had efcaped in this manner out of Gath, 

e came to thetribe of Judah, and abode in a cave by the city 
of Adullam. Then it was that he fent to his brethren, and in- 
formed them where he was, who then came to him with all 
their kinared, and as many others as were either in want, of in 
fear of king Saul, canie and made a body together, and told 
him they were ready to obey his orders : They wére in all a- 
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bout fourhundred. Whereupon he took courage, now fuch 
‘a force andaffiftance was comamo him, fo he removed thence, 
and came to the king of the Moabites, and defired him to en- 
‘tertain his parents in his country, while the iffue of his affairs 
were in fuch an uncertain condition. ‘The king granted hin 
this favour, and paid great refpeéts to David’s parents all the 
time they were with him. 

4. As for himfelf upon the prophet’s commanding him to 
leave the defert, and to go into the portion of the tribe of Ju- 
dah, and abide there, he complied therewith ; and coming to 
the city Hareth, which was in that tribe, he remained there. 
Now when Saul heard that David had been feen with a multi- 
tude about him, he tell into no fmall difturbance, and trou- 
ble; But as he knew that David was a bold and courageous 
man, he fufpefled that fomewhat extraordinary would appear 
from him, and that openly alfo, which would make him weep , 
and put him into diftrefs; fo he called together to him his 
friends, and his commanders, andthe tribe trom which he was 
himlelf derived, to the hill where his palace was ; and fitting 
uponaplace called Aroura, his courtiers that were in digni- 
ties, and the guards of his body being with him, he fpake 
thus to them : “ You that aremen of my.own tribe, J conclude 
that you remember the benefits that I have beftowed upon you ; 
and that I have made fome of you owners of land, and made 
you commanders, and beftowed pofts of honour upon you, 
and fet fome of you over the common people, and others over 
the foldiers: I afk you therefore, whether you expeét greater 
and more donations from the fon οἱ Telle 3 for 1 know that 
you are all inclinable to him, even my own fon Jonathan him- 
felt is of that opinion, and perfuades you to be of the fame; 
for I am sot unacquainted with the oaths and the covenants 
that are between himand David and that Jonathan is a coun- 
fellor, and an affiftant to thofe that confpire againft me, and 
none of you are concerned about thefe things, but you keep 
filence, and watch to fee what will be the upfhot of thele 
things.”” When the king had done his f{peech, not one of the 
reft of thofe that were prefent made any aniwer ; but Doeg 
the Syrian who fed his mules, faid, that he faw David when 
he canie to the city Nob to Ahimeiech the high prieft, and 
that he learned future events by his prophefying: that he re- 
ceived food from hin, and the {word of Goliath, and was con- 
duéted by him with fecurity to fuch as he defired to go to. 

5. Saul therefore fent for the high prieft, and forall his kin. 
dred, and (διὰ to them, “ What terrible or ungrateful thing 
haft thou fuffered from me, that thou haft received the fon of 
geile, and haft beftowed on him both food and weapons, when 

e was contriving to get the kingdom? And tarther, why didft, 
thou deliver oracles to him concerning ‘uturities ? ‘or thou 
couldft not be unacquainted that he was fled away from me, 
and that he hated my family.” But the high prieft did not be~ 

OL. 3. n 
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take himfelf to deny what he had done, but confefled boldly 
that he had fupplied him with thefe things, not to gratify Da- 
vid, but Saul himfelt : and he faid, “1 did not know that he 
was thy adverfary but a fervant of thine, who was very faithful 
to thee and a captain over a thoufand οἵ thy foldiers ; and what 
is more than thefe, thy fon-in-law and kinfman. Men do not 
ufe to conter {uch favours on their adverfaries, but on thofe 
who are efteemed to bear the higheft good will and refpeét to 
them. Nor is this the firft time that I prophefied for him, but 
I have done it often, arid at other times, as well δὲ ποῦν. And 
when he told mie that he was fent by thee in great halle fo do 
fomewhat, if Thad furnifhed him with nothing that he defired, 
I fhould have thought that it was rather in contradi€étion te thee 
thanto him. Wherelore do not thou entertain any 1! opinion 
of me, nor do thou have a fufpicion of what I then thought an 
83} of humanity, from what is now told thee of David's at- 
tempts againft thee, for I did then to him as to thy friend and 
fon-in-law, and eaptain of a thoufand, and not as to thine δα. 
verfary.” 
6. When the high prieft had fpoken thus, he did not per- 
{uade Saul, his tear was fo prevalent, that he could not give 
credit to an apology that was very juft. So he commanded 
his armed men that ftood about him to kill him, and alt his 
kindred; but as they durft not touch the high prieft, but were 
more afraid of difobeying God than the king, he ordered Do- 
eg the Syrian to kill them. Accordingly he took to bis af- 
fiftance fuch wicked men as were tike himfelf, and flew A- 
himelech and his family, which were in all three hundred and 
eighty-five. Saul alfo fent to * Nob, the city of the priefts, 
and flew all that were there, without {paring either women oF 
children. or any other age, and burnt it ; only there was one 
fon of Ahimclech, whole name was Atathar, whe efeaped. 
However, thefe things came to paisas God had foretold to Eli 
the high prieft, when he faid, that his pofterity fhould be de- 
ftroyed, on account of the tranfgreffion of his two fons. 

ἡ. t Now this king Saul, by perpetrating fo barbarous a 


9. This city Nob was not ὁ city allotted to the priefts, nor had the prophets, that 
we know of, any particular cities allotted them. Tt feems the tabernacle was now 
at Nob, and probably a ichool of the prophets was here alfo, It was full two 
days journey on foot from Jerufalem. 1 Sam. xxi. 5. The.sumber of priefts here 
flain m Josephus is 385, and but 85 in our Hebrew copies, yet ate they δος in the 
Septuagint ¢ I prefer jofephes’s number, the Hebrew having, I fappote, only 
dropped the hundreds, the other the tens. This city Nob feems to have been the 
chief, or perhaps the only feat of the family of Ithamar, which here perifhed, ac- 
ecrding to God’s foriner terrible threasenings to El, 1 Sam. ii. a7—96. iii. 11— 
18. Seechep xiv. & 9 lrereafter. 

+ This feétion contains an admirable refleftion of Jofephus's concerning the ge- 
netal wickednefs of men in great authority, and the denger-they are in of rejecting 
that regard to juftice aod humanity, to divine providence and the fear of God, 
which they either really had, orpretended to have,while they were ina lower condi+ 
ἔσῃ. Itcan ever be too often peruled by kings and great men, nor by thofe who 
eape® to obtain [uch elevated dignities among mankind, See the like sfleGions 
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crime, afd murdering the whole family of the high prieftly 
dignity, by having no pity of the infants, nor reverence for 
the aged, and by overthrowing the city which God had chofen 
for the prope'ty, and for the fupport of the priefils and pro- 
hets which were there, and had ordained as the only city als 
otted for the education of fuch men, gives all to umderfland 
.and confider the difpofition of men, that while they are pri- 
vate perfons, and in a low condition, becaufe it is not in their 
wer to indulge nature, nor to venture upon what they with 
for, they are equitable and moderate, and purfue nothing but 
what is juft, and bend their whole minds and labours that way; 
then it is that they have this belief about God, that he is pre- 
fent to all the atiions of their lives, and that he does not only 
fee the a€tions that are done, but clearly knows thofe their 
thoughts, alfo whence thofe a€tions do arife. But when once 
they are advanced into power and authority, then they put 
off all fuch notions, and asit they were no other than a€iors 
upon a theatre, they lay afide their difguifed parts and man-, 
mers, and take up boldnefs infolence and a contempt of both 
human and divine laws, and this at a time when they efpecial- 
fland in need of piety and righteoufnels, becaufe they are 
then moft of all expofed to envy, and all they think, and all 
they fay, are in the view of all men ; then it is that they be- 
come fo infol nt in their a&tions, as though God {aw them no 
longer, or were afraid of them becaufe of their power; and 
whatfoever it is that they either are atraid of by the rumors 
they hear, or they hate by inclination, or they love without 
reafon, thefe feem to them to be authentic, and firm, and true, 
and pleafing tothto men and to God; but as to what will come 
hereafter, they have not the leaft regard to it. They raife thofe 
to honour indeed who have been at a great dea! ot pains tor 
them, and after that honour they envy them ; and when they 
have brought them into high dignity. they do not only de- 
prive them of what they had obtained, but alfo on that very 
account of their lives alfo, and that on wicked accufations, 
and fuch as on account of their extravagant nature, are in- 
credible. They alfo punifh men for their a€tions, not fuch 
as deferve condemnation, but from calumnies and accufations 
without examination ; and this extends not only to fuch as 
deferve to be punilhed, but to as many as they are able to kill. 
This refleftion is openly confirmed to us from the example of 
Saul, the fon of Kith, who was the firft king who reigned after 
our ariftocracy and government under the Judges were over; 
and that by his flaughter of three hundred priefts aud prophets, 
on occafion of his fulpicion about Ahimelech, and by the ad- 
ditional wickednefs of the overthrow of their city, and this 


of aur Jofephus, Antiq. B. VII. ch. i. § 5. attheend, and B. VIII ch. x § 2 at 
_the beginning. They are to the like purport with one branch of Agur’s prayer, 

One thing have I required of thee, deny me it not before 1 die ; give me not riches, lef 

4 be full, and deny thee, and fay, who is the Lord ¥ Prov. xxx, 7, ὃ, 9. | 
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as if he were endeavouring in fome fort to render the temple 
[tabernacle | deftitute both of priefts and prophets, wich en- 

eavour he fhewed by flaying fo many of them, and not fut- 
fering the very city belonging to them to remain, that fo oth- 
ers might fucceed them, 

8. But Abiathar, the fon of Ahimelech, who alone could 
be faved out of the family ot priefts flain by Saul, fled to Dae | 
vid and intormed him of the calamity that had_ betallen their 
family, and of the flaughter of his father: Who hereupon 
διὰ, " He was not unapprized of what would follow with re- 
Jation to them when he faw Doeg there ; far he had then a fuf- 
picion that the high prieft would be falfely accufed by him 
to the king, and he blamed himfelf as having been the caule 
of this mistortune.” But he defired him to itay there, and ἃ- 
bide with him, as ina place where he might be better conceal- 
ed than any where elfe, 


CHAP. XIII, 


How David when ke had twice the opportunity of killing Saul, 
didnot kill him, Alfo concerning the Death of Samuel and 


Nabal, 


(er, BOUT this time it was that David heard how the 
Philiftines had made an inroad into the coun.ry of 
Keilah, and robbed it ; fo he offered himfelf to fight againft 
them 1f God when he fhould be confulted by the prophet, 
would grant him the vittory. And when the prophet faid, 
that God gave a fignal οἱ vittory, he made a fudden onfet up- 
onthe Philiftines with his companions, and he fhed a great 
deal οἱ their blood. and carried off their prey. and ftayed with 
the inhabitants of Keiah till they had fecurely gathered in 
their corn and their fruits. However. it was told Saul the 
king, that David was with the men of Keilah, for what had 
been done, and the great fuccefs that had attended him, were 
not confined among the people where the things were done 
but the fame of it went all abroad, and came to the hearing of 
others, and both the fa& as it ftood, and the author of the fact, 
were carried to the king’s ears. Then was Saul glad when he 
heard David was in Keilah ; and he faid, God hath now put 
him into my hands, fince he hath obliged him to come jatoa 
city that hath walls, and gates, and bars: So he command- 
ed all the people τό fet upon Keilah fuddenly, and when they 
had befieged and'‘taken it, to kill David. But when David 
perceived this, and learned οἱ God, that if he ftayed there, 
the men of Keilah would deliver him up to Saul, he took his 
four hundred men and retired into a defert that was over a city 
called Engedt. So when the king heard that he was fled away 
from the men of Keilah, he lett off his expedition againft him. 
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2. Then David removed thence, and came toa certain place © 
called the New Place, belonging to Ziph ; where Jonathan, 
the fon of Saul, came to him, and faluted him, and exhorted 
him to be of good courage, and to hope well asto his condi- 
tion hereafter, and not to defpond at his prefent circumftan- 
ces, for that he fhould be king, and have all the forces of the 
Hebrews under him ; but told him, that {uch bappinels ufes 
to come with great labour and pains : they alfo took oaths, that 
they would aj] their lives long, continue in good-will and fi- 
deliuty one to another ; and he called God to witnefs, as to 
what execrations he had made upon himfelf, if he fhould tranf- 
grefs his covenant, and fhould change to a contrary behaviour. 

9 Jonathan lett him there, having rendered his cares and fear 
fomewhat lighter, and returned home. Now themenot Ziph, 
to gratity Saul, informed him that David abode with them 
and [affured him } that if he would come to them, they would 
deliver him up, 1o that ifthe king would feize on the ftraits of 
Ziph, David could not elcape to any other people. So the 
king commended them, and confefied that he had reafon to 
thank them, becaufe they had given him information of his 
enemy ; and he promifed them, that it fhould not be long ere 
he would requite their kindnefs. He alfo fent men to feek 
for David, and to fear-h the wilderne!s wherein he was ; and 
he anf{wered, that he himfelf would tollowthem. According- 
ly they went betore the king, to hunt tor, and to catch Da- 
vid, and ufed endeavours, not only to thew their good will 
to Saul, by informing him where his enemy was, but to evi- 
dence the fame more plainly by delivering him up into his 
power. But thele men failed of thote theirunjuft and wicked 
delires, who, while they underwent to hazard by not di‘cov- 
ering juch an ambition of revealing this to Saul, yet did they 
falfely accufe, and promife to deliver up aman beloved of 
God, and one that-was unjuftly fought tor to he put to death, 
and one that might otherwife have lain concealed, and this out 
of flattery, and expectation of gain from the king; for when 
David was apprifed of the malignant intentions of the men af 
Ziph, andot the approach of Saul, he left the flcaus of that 
country, and fled to the great rock that was in the wilderne!s_ 
ot Maon, 

3. Hereupon Saul made hafte to purfue him thither ; for as 
he was marching, he learned that David was gone away from. | 
the ftraits of Ziph, and Sau) removed to the other fide of the 
rock. But the report that the Philiitines had again made an 
incurfion into the country of the Hebrews called Saul another 
way from the purluit of David, when he was ready to be 
caught, for he returned back again to oppofe thufe Philiftines, - 
who were naturally their enemies, as judging it more necella- 
ry to avenge himfelf of them, than to take a great deal of pains 
to catch an enemy ot his own, and to overlovk the ravage that 
was made in the land, | 
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4. And by this means David unexpeétedly efcaped out of 
the danger he was in, and came to the ftraits of Engedi. - And 
when Sau] had driven the Philiftines out of the land, there 
came fome meffengers who told him that David abode within 
the bounds of Engedi: So he took three thouland chofen 
men, that were armed, and made hafte to him; and when he 
was not far trom thoie places, he faw a deep and hollow cave 
by the way fide; it was open toa great length and breadth, and 
there it was that David with his four hundred men, were con- 
cealed. When therefore he had great occafion to eafe nat 
he entered into it by himfelf alone ; and being feen by one o 
David’s companions, and he that faw him faying to him, 
That “ πα had now, by God’s Providence, an opportunity of 
avenging himfelf of his adverlary ; and advifing him to cut 
off his head, and fo deliver. himielf owt ot that sedious wane 
dering condition, and the diftrefs he was in,” he role up, and 
only cut off the fkirt of that garment which Saul had on. But 
he foon repented of what he had done; and faid, it was net 
might to kill him that was his mafter, and one whom God had 
thought worthy of the kingdom; for that although he were 
wickedly difpofed towards us, yet does it not behove me to 
be fo dilpofed towards him. But when Saul had lett the cave, 
David came near, and cried out aloud, and defired Saul to hear 
him ; whereupon the king turned his face back, and David, 
according to cuftom, fell down on his face betore the king, 
and bowed to him ; and faid, “ O king, thou oughteft not to 
hearken to wicked men, nor to fuch as forge calumnies, nor 
togratify them fo tar as to believe what they fay, nor to enter- 
tain {ulpicions of fuch as are your δεῖ friends, but to judge 
of the difpofition of all men by their a€tions, for calumny de- 
ludes men, but mens own aétions are a clear demonttration of 
their kindnefs, Words indeed, in theirown nature may be 
either true or falfe, but mens aétions expofe their intentions 
nakedly toour view. By thefe, therefore, it would be well 
for thee to believe me, as to my regard to thee and tothy houfe, 
and not to believe thofe that frame fuch accufations againft me 
as never Catne into my mind, nor are poffible to be executed, 
and do this farther by purfuing after my life, and have no con- 
cern either day or night, but how to compafs my [τἰ6 and to 
murder me, which thing I think thou doft unjuftly profecute. 
For how comes it about, that thou haft embraced this falle o- 
pinion about me, as if I had 3 defire to kill thee ἡ Or how 
canft thou efcape the crime of impiety towards God, when 
thou wifhest thou couldeft kill, and deemeft thine adverfary a 
man who had it in his power this day to avenge himlelf. and 
to punifh thee, but would not do it ἡ nor make ufe of fuch an 
opportunity, which, if it had fallen out to thee agaimft me, 
thou hadft not let it flip, for when I cut off the fkirt of thy 

arment, I could have done the fame to thy head.” So he 
owed him the piece of his garment, and thereby made him 
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Ἢ sgree to what Ite faid to be true ; and added, ‘I, for certain, 
have abftained from taking * a juff revenge upon thee, yet 
art not thou afhamed to profecute me with unjuft hatred, ay 
God do juttice, and determine about each of our difpefitions.”” 
But Saul was amazed at the ftrange delivery he had received 2 
and being greatly affe€ted with the moderation and difpofition 
ot the young man, he groaned ; and when David had done 
the fame, the king anfwered, That “ he had the jufteft occa- 
fion to groan, for thou haft been the author οἱ good to me, as 
} have been the author of calamity to thee. And thou haft 
demonftrated this day, that thou poflefleft the righteoufnels of 
the ancients, who determined that men ought to fave their ene- 
miés though they caught them in a defert place. Iam now 
periuaded that God referves the kingdom for thee, and that 
thou wilt obtain the dominion over all the Hebrews. Give 
me then affurances upon oath, that thou wilt not root out my 
family, ποῖ, out of remembrance of what evil I have done 
thee, deftroy my pofterity, but fave and preferve my houfe.”” 
So David {ware as he defired, and fent back Saul to his own 
kingdom ; but he, and thofe that were with him, went up to 
the flraits of Maftheroth. 

5. About this time Samuel the prophet died. He was a mam 
whom the Hebrews honoured in an extraordmary degree ; tor 
that lamentation which the people made tor him, and this, dur+ 
ing a long time, manitefted his virtue, andthe affetton which 
the people bore for him; asalfo did the folemnity and von- 
eern that appeared about his funeral, and about the complete 
obfervation of all his funeral rites. They baried him in his 
own city Ramah ; and wept for him a very great number of 
day s, not looking on it 85 aforrow for the death of another man, 
But as that in which thy were every one themfelves concerned. . 
He wasa righteous man, and gentle in his nature ; and, on thag 
account, he was very dear to God. Now he governed and 
' pr-fided over the people alone, after the death of Eli the high- 

prieft, twelve years, and eighteen years together with Saul 
‘the king. And thus we have finithed the hiftory of Samuel. 

6. There wasa man that was a Ziphite, of the city of Ma 
on, who was rich, and had a vaft number of cattle; for he 
fed a flock of three thoufand fheep, and another flock of a 
thoufand goats. Now David had charged his affoctrates te 
keep thele flocks without hurt and without damage, and to do 
them no mifchief, neither out of covetoufnefs, nor Becaufe 
they were in want, nor becaufe they were in the wilderne(s, 
and fo could nat eafily be difcovered, but toefteem freedom 
from injuftice above all other motives and to look upon the 
touching of what belonged to another man as an horriblecrime, 


* The phrafe in David's {peech to Sanl, as (et dawn in-Jofephus, that he had 
abftained trom juf revenge, puts me in mind of the hike words in the spoftotieat 
«οπὐκυύουα, B. VIL. ch, ik, that revenge is not evil, but that patience is more ἀοπῦανο. 

“ 
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and contrary to the will gf God. Thefe were the inftru€ions 
he gave, thinking that the favours he granted this man were 
‘granted to agood rhan, and one that deferved to have fuch 
care taken of his affairs. This man was Nabal, for that was 
his name ; a harih man, and of a very wicked lite being hike 
acynic inthe courfe of his behaviour, but ftill had obtained for 
his wife a woman of a good charatter wile and handfome. 
To this Nabal therefore, David fent ten men of his attend- 
ants at the time when he fheared his fheep, and by them falut- 
ed him ; andalfo wifhed he might do what he now did for ma- 
ny years to come, but defired him to make him a prefent of 
what he was able to give him, fince he had, to befure, learn- 
ed from his fhepherds, that he had done them no injury, but 
had been their guardians a Jong time together, while we con- 
tinued in the wildernefs ; and he affured him he fhould never 
repent of giving any thing to David. When the meffengers 
had carried this meffage to Nabal_ he accoftea them after an in- 
human and rough manner ; for he afked them who David 
was ? and whem he heard that he was the fon of Jeffe, “ Now 
isthe time, faid he, that fugitives grow infolent, and make a 
figure, and leave their mafters.” hen they told David this, 
he was wroth ; and commanded four hundred armed men to 
follow him, and left two hundred to take care of the ftuff, (for 
he had already * fix hundred) and went againft Nabal: he 
alfo {wore, that he would that night utterly deftroy the whole 
houfe and poffeffions of Nabal ; for that he was grieved, not 
only that he had proved ungrateful to them, without making 
any return for the humanity they had fhewed him, but that 
he had alfo reproached them and uied ill language to them, 
when he had received no caufe of difguft from them. . 

ἡ. Hereupon one ot thofe that kept the flocks of Nabal, faid 
to his miftrefs, Nabal’s wife, That ‘‘ when David fent to her 
hufband he had received no civil anfwer at all] from bim, but 
that her hufband had moreover added very reproachful lan- 

uage, while yet David had taken extraordinary care to keep 

is flocks from harm, and that what had pafled would prove 
Very pernicious to his mafter.” When the fervant had faid 
this, Abigail, for that was the wife's name, faddled her alles, 
and loaded them with all forts of prefents ; and without tell- 
ing her hufband any thing of what fhe was about (for he was 
not fenfible on account οἱ his drunkennefs) fhe went to Da- 
vid. She was then met by David as fhe was defcending an 
hill, who was coming againft Nabal with four hundred: men. 
When the woman faw David, fhe leaped down trom her afs, 


* The number of men that came firft to David, sre diftin@ly τὰ Jofephus, ad 
in our common copies, but 400. Whenh wasat Kcilah ftili but goo, both in 
Jofephus and inthe LXXIL. but 600 in our Hebrew copies, τ Sam. xxiii. 13 kee 
XXX. 9, 10 Now the 6oo there meutioned are here intirrated by Jofephus to 
heave been fo many, only by an augmentation οὐ 900 afterwards, which, I iuppofe, 
‘ts the true {olution of this feeming difagreement, 
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and fell on her face. and bowed down to the ground : and en- 
treated him not to bear in mind the words of Nabal, fincé he 
knew that he refembled his name : Now Nabal inthe Hebrew 
tongue fignifies folly. So the made her apology, ‘‘ That fhe 
didnot fee the meffengers whom he fent. Forgive me there- 
fore, {aid fhe, and thank God who hath hindered thee from 
fhedding human blood ; for fo long as thou keepeft thyfelt 
* innocent, he will avenge thee of wicked men, for what mif- 
eries await Nabal, they will fall upon the heads of thine ene. 
mies. Be thou gracious to me, and think me fo far worthy 
as to accept thefe prefents from me ; and out of regard to me, 
remit that wrath and that anger which thou haft againft my 
hufband and his houfe, for mildnefs and humanity become 
thee. efpecially as thou art to be our king. Accordingly Da- 
vid accepted her prefents, and faid, ‘‘ Nay, but O woman, 
it was no other than God’s mercy which brought thee to us 
to-day, for otherwife thou hadft not feen another day, I hav- 
ing t {worn to deftroy Nabal’s houfe this very night, and to 
leave alive not one of you who belonged to a man that was 
wicked and ungrateful to me, and my companions ; but now 
haft thou prevented me, and mollified my anger as being thy- | 
felt under the care of God’s providence ; but as for Nabal, al- 
though for thy fake he now efcape punifhment, he will not al. 
ways avoid juftice, for his evil conduét on fome other acca- 
fion will be his ruin.” | 
~  §.. When David had faid this, he difmiffed the woman. But 
when fhe came home and found her hufband feafting with a 
reat company, and opprefled with wine, fhe faid nothing to 
fim then about what had happened, but on the next day when 
he was fober, fhe told him all the particulars, and made his 
whole body to appear like that of a dead man by her words, 
and by that grief which arole from them ; fo Nabal furvived 
ten days, and no more, and then died. And when David 
heard of his death, he faid, that “ God had juftly avenged him 
of this man, for that Nabal died by his own wickednefs, and 
had fuffered punifhment on his account, while he had kept 


* In this, and the two next feftions, we may perceive how Jofephus, nay, how 
Abigail herfelf would underftand the not avenging ourfe!ves, but heaping coals of 
fire on the bead of the injurious, Prov. xxv. 15. Rom. xii. 20. not as we com- 
monly do now, of melting them into kindnefs, but of leaving them to the judg. 
ment of God, to whom vengeance belongeth, Deut. xxxii. 35. Plal. xciv. 1 Heb, 
x. g0.and who will take vengeance on the wicked. And fince ali God’s judg- 
ments ste jul, and all fit to be executed, and all δὲ length for good of the perfons 
ἡ punifhed, I incline to think that to be the meaning of this phrafe, of heaping coals 
of fire on their heads. 

+ We may note here, that how facred foever an oath was efteemed among the 
people of God, in old times, they did not think it obligatory where the a€tion was 
plainly unlawful. Fer fo we fee it wasin this of David, who, although he had 

wor to deftroy Nabal and his family, yet does he here, and 1 Sam. xxv. 32, 93, 
84. blefs Gad for preventing his keeping this oath, and from fhedding of blood, 
as he had iworn te do. 

Vou. 1. Oo 
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hisown hands clean.” At which time he underftood, that 
the wicked are profecuted by God ; that he does not overlook 
any man, but beftows on the good what is fuitable to them, and 
infliéts a deferved punifhment on the wicked. So he fent te 
Nabal’s wife, and invited her to come to him, to live with 
him, andto be his wife. Whereupon fhe replied to thofe 
that came, that fhe was not worthy to touch his fect ; ον δ. 
ver fhe came with all her fervants, and became his wife, hav- 
ing received that honour on account of her wife and righteous 
courfe of life. She alfo obtained the fame honour partly ow 
account of her beauty. Now David had a wife before, which 
he married from the city Abefar ; for as to Michal, the daugh- 
ter of king Saul, who had been David’s wife, her father had 
given her tn marriage to Phakti, the fon οἱ Laifh, who was of 
the city of Gallim. 

9. After this camé certain of the Ziphites, and told Saul, 
that David was come again to their country, and if he would 
afford them his affiftance, they could catch him. So he came 
to them with three thoufand armed men; and upon the ap- 
proach of the night, he pitched his camp ata certain place 
called Hachilah. But when David heard that Saul was com- 
ing again{t him, he fent {pies, and bid them let him know to 
' what place of the country Saul was already come ; and when 
they told him that he was at Hachilah, he concealed his going 
away from his own companions, and came to Saul’s camp 
_ having taken with him Abifbai, his fifter Zeruiah’s fon, an 
Abimelech the Hittite. Now Saul was afleep ; and the armed 
men, with Abner their commander, lay round about him in 
acircle. Hereupon David entered into the king’s tent, but 
he did neither kill Saul, though he knew where he lay, by 
the fpear that was tuck down by him, nor did he give leave 
to Abilhat, who would have killed bim, and was earneftly 
bent upon it fo todo: For he faid, ‘t It was a horrid crime to 
kill one that was ordained king by God, although he was ἃ 
wicked man: for that he who gave him the dominion, would in 
time, infliét punifhment upon him.” So he reftrained his eae 
gernefs ; butthat it might appear to have been in his power 
to have killed htm when he retrained from it, he took his 
{pear, and the cruife of water which ftood by Saul as he lay a- 
fleep, without being perceived by any of the camp, who were 
all afleep, and went fecurely away, having performed ever 
thing among the king’s attendants that the opportunity afford. 
ed, and his boldnefs encouraged him to do. So when he had 
paffed over a brook, and was gotten up to the top of an hill, 
whence he might be fufficiently heard, he cried aloud to Saul’s 
foldiers, and to Abner their commander, and awaked them 
out of their fleep, and called both to him and to the people. 
Heseupon the commander heard him and afked who it was that 
called him ? To whom David replied, ‘‘ It is I, the fon of 
Jeile, whom you make a vagabond, Bu: what isthe matter ¥ 
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Doft thou that art a man of fo great dignity, and of the firft 
rank in the king’s court, take fo little care of the mafter’s bo- 
dy ? and isa fleep of more coniequence to thee than his pre- 
fervation, and thy care of him? This negligence of yours de- 
ferves death, and punithment to be inflicted on you, who nev- 
er perceived when a little while ago {ome of us entered into 
your camp, nay as far as to the king himfelf, and to al] the 
reft οἱ you. Ifthou look for the king's fpear, and his crvife 
οἱ water, thou wilt leara what a mighty misfortune was ready 
to overtake you.in your very camp without your knowing ὁ 
it.’ Now, when Saul knew David’s voice and underitood, 
that when he had him in his power while he was afleep, and 
his guards took no care of him, yet did not he kill him, but 
spared him, when he might juftly have cut him off, he faid, 
_ That “ he owed him thanks for his prefervation ; and exhort- 
ed him to be of good courage, and not to be afraid of {uffering 
any mifchief from him any more, and to return to his own 
home, tor he was now perfuaded that he did not love himfelf 
fo well as he was beloved by him: that he had driven away 
him that could guard him, and had given many demonftrations 
of his good will to him : that he had torced him to live fo long 
in a ftate of hanifhment, and in great fears of his lite, defti- 
tute of his triends and his kindred, while ftill he was often 
faved by him, and frequently received his life again when it 
wasevidently in danger of perifhing.”’ So David bid them fend 
for the {pear and the cruife of water, and takethemm back ; adding 
this withal, That ‘‘ God would be the judge of both their dit- 
ofitions, and οἱ the attions that flowed from the fame, who 
nows that when it was this day in my power to have killed 
thee I abftained from it.” 7 
to. Thus Sau! having efcaped che hands of David twice, He 
went his way to his royal palace, and his own city: But Da- 
vid was atraid, that it be jtayed there he fhould be caught by 
Saul, fo-he thought it better to go up into the land of the Phili- 
{tines and abide there. Accordingly, he came with the fix 
hundred men that were with him to Achith, the king of Gath, 
which was one of their five cities. Now the king received 
both him and his men, and gave them a plate to inhabit in. 
. He had with him alfo his two wives Ahinoam and Abigail, 
and he dwelt in Gath. But when Saul heard this, he took no 
farther care about jending to him, or going after him, becaule 
he had been twice, in amanner, canght by him, while he was 
himtelf endeavouring to catch him. However, David had 
no mind to continue in the city of Gath, but defired the king, 
that fince he had received him with fuch humanity that he 
would grant him another favour, and beftow upon him fome 
lace of that country for his habitation, for he was alhamed, 
y living in the city, to be grievous and burdenfome to him. 
So Achith gave him a certain village called Ζιζίας ; which 
place David and bis fons were fond of when he was king, and 
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reckoned it to be their peculiar inheritance. But about thofe 
matters we hall give the reader tarther intormation elfewhere. 
Now the time that David dwelt in Ziklag in the land ef the 
Philiftines, was tour months and twenty days. And now he 
privately attacked thofe Gethurites and Amalekites that were 
ncighbours to the Philiftines, and laid wafte their country, and 
took much prey of their beafts and camels, and then return 
home; but David abftained from the men, as fearing they 
thould difcover him to king Achifh, yet did he fend part of 
the prey to him asa free gitt. And when the king inquired 
whom they had attacked when they brought away the prey, he 
faid, thofe that lay to the fouth of the Jews, and inhabited in 
the plain; whereby he perfuaded Achith to approve of what 
he had done, tor he hoped that David had fought againft his 
own nation, and that now he thould have him tor his fervant 
ali his life long, and that he would flay in his country... 


CHAP. XIV. 


How Saul, upon God's not anfwering him concermng the fight 
with the Philiflenes, defired a necromantic woman to raf 
up the foul of Samuel to him; and how he died, wtth his 
Sons, upon the overthrow of the Hebrews tn battle. 


§.1.° A BOUT the fametime the Philiftines refolved to make 

war againit the Ifraelites, and fent to all their con- 
federates that they would go along with them to the war to 
Reggen, [near the city Shunem { whence they might gather 
themfelves together, and fuddenly attack the Hebrews. Then 
did Achifh, the king of Gath, defire David to affift them with 
his armed men againft the Hebrews. This he readily promi- 
fed ; and {aid that the time was now come wherein he might 
requite him tor his kindnefs and hoipitality : So’the king 
promifed to make him the keeper of his body after the viétory, 
fuppofing that the battle with the enemy tucceeded to their 
mind ; which promife of honour and confidence he made on 
purpofe to increafe his zeal for his fervice. 

2. Now Saul, the king of the Hebrews, had caft out of the 
country the fortune-tellers, and the necromancers, and all fuch 
as exercifed the like arts, excepting the prophets. But when 
he heard that the Philiftines were already come and had pitch- 
ed their camp near to the city Shunem, fituate in the platn, he- 
made hafte to oppofe them with his torces ; and when he was 
come toa certain mountain called Gilbua, he pitched his 
camp over againft the enemy ; but when he faw the enemy's 
army he was greatly troubled, becaule it appeared to him to 
be numerous, and fuperior to his own; and he inquired of 
God by the prophets concerning the battle, that he might 
know before hand what would be the event of it. And when 
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God did not anfwer him, Saul was undera flill greater dread, 
and his courage fell, forefeeing, as was but reafonable to ἔαρ. 
pofe, that miichief would befal him, now God was not there 
to affift him ; yet did he bid his fervants to enquire out . for 
him fome woman that was a necromancer, and called up the 
fouls οἵ the dead, that fo he might know whether his affairs 
would fucceed to his mind ; tor this fort of necromantic wo- 
men who bring up the fouls of the dead, do by them toretel 
future events to {uch as defire them. And one ot his fervants | 
told him, that there was fuch a woman in the city Endor, but ° 
was known to nobody in the camp; hereupon Saul put off 
his royal apparel, and took two of thofe his fervants with him 
whom he knew to be moft faithtul to him, and came to Endor 
49 the woman, and entreated her to a€t the part of a tortune- 
teller, and to bring up fucha foul to bim as he fhould name to 
her. But when the woman oppofed his motion, and {faid, 
** She did not defpife the king, who had banithed this fort ot 
fortune-tellers, and that he did not do well himfelf, when fhe 
had done him no harm, to endeavour to lay a f{nare for her, 
and to difcover that fhe exercifed a forbidden art, in order to 

rocure her tobe punifhed.” He fware that’ nobody fhould 
,now what fhe did ; and that he would not tell any one elle 
what fhe foretold, but that fhe fhould incur no danger. As 
foon as he had induced her by this oath, to fear no harm, he 
bid her bring up to him the foul ot Samuel. She not knowing 
who Samuel was, called him out of Hades. When he appear- 
ed, and the woman {aw one that was venerable, and of a di- 
vine form, fhe was in dilorder ; and being aftonifhed at the 
fight the faid, ** Art not thou king Saul 2” for Samuel had 
informed her who he was. When he had owned that to be 
true, and had afked her whence her diforder arofe? fhe faid, 
that “ fhe faw a certain perfon afcend, who in his form was 
like toa God.” And when he bid her tell him what herefem- 
bled, in what habit heappeared, and of what age he was? the 
told him, “ He wasan old man already, andoi a glorious per- 
fonage, and had on a facerdotal mantle.”” So the king difcov- 


_ered by thefe figns that he was Samuel ; and _ he fell down up- 


on the ground, and faluted, and worihippedhim. And when 
the fon! οἱ Samuel afked him, why he had difturbed him, and 
caufed him tobe brought up? He lamented the necefflity he 
was under ; for he faid That his enemies preffed heavily up- 
on him: that he was in diftrefs what to do in his prefent cir- 
cumftances ; that he was torfaken of God, and could obtain - 
no predittion of what was coming, neither by prophets, nor 
by dreams ; and that thefe were the realons why I have recourfe 
tothee, who always tooked{t care οἱ me.” But * Samuel fee- 


* This hiftory of Saul’s confultation, not with a witch, as we render the He- 
brew word here, but with a necromancer, as the whole hiftury fhews, is eafily un- 
Werftood, eipecially if weconfult the recognitions of Clement, B. I. chap. ν. at 
Jarge, and moze bricily and nearer the days of Samuel, Eccief. x:vi. 20.“ Samuel 
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ing that the end of Saul’s life was come faid, ‘ It is vain for 
thee τὸ defire to learn of me any thing farther, when God hath 
forfaken thee : however, hear what ἢ fay, that David is to be 
king, andtofinifhthis war with good fuccels ; and thou art to 
dofethy dorminion and thy life, becaufe thou didft not obey God 
an che war with the Amaliekites, and haftaot kept his command. 
ments, as I foretold thee while I was alive. Know theretore, that 
the people {hall be made fubje&, to their enemies, and that thou, 

_with thy fons, fhall fall in the battle toemorrow, and thow 
{halt then be with me [in Hades.” 

3. When Saul had heard this, he could not fpeak for grief, 
and fell-dewn on the floor, whether it were from the forrow 
that arofe upon what Samuel had faid, or from his emptinefs, 
for he had taken no food the foregoing day nor night, he eafily 
fell quite down: And when with difficulty he had recovered 
himleit, the woman would force him to eat, begging this of 
him as a favour, on account of her concern in that dangerous 
anflance of tortune-telling, which it was not lawful for her to 
have done, becaufe of the fear fhe was under of the king, while 
fhe knew not who he was, yet did fhe undertake it, and go 
through with it; on which account fhe entreated him toadmit 
that a table and food might be fet before him, that he might re- 
collett his ftrength, and{u get fafe to his own camp. And 
when he oppoled her motion, and entirely reje&ted it, by rea- 
fon of his anxiety, fhe forced him and at laft perfuaded him to 
it. Now the had one calf that fhe was very tond of, and one 
that fhe took a great dealeof care of, and fed it herfelf, for the 
was a woman that got her living by the labour of her own hands, 
and had no other poffeflion but that one calf, this fhe killed, 
and made ready its fleth, and fet it before his fervants and 
bimfelf. So Saul came tothe camp while it was yet night. 

4. Now itis but juft to * recommend the generofity of this 
woman, becaufe when the king had torbidden her to ule that 
art whence her circumftances were bettered and improved, 
and when the had never feen the king before, fhe full did not 
remember to his dijadvantage that he had condemned her fort 
ot learning, and did not relufe him as a ftranger, and one that 
fhe had had no acquaintance with, but ihe had compaffion up- 
on him, and comforted him, and exhorted him to do what he 


prophefied after his death, and fhewed the king his end, and lift up his voice from 
the earth in prophecy,” to blot out “ the wickednefs of the peope.” Nor does 
the exaGinefs of the accomplishment of this predittion, the very next day, Permit 
us to fuppofe any impofition upon Saul in the prefent hiftory ; for as to all mo- 
dern hypothefis againft the natural fenie of {uch ancient and authentic hiftories, I 
taxe them to be of very {mall value or confideration 

* Thefe great commendations of this necromantic woman of Endor, and of 
Saul’s martial courage, when yet he kiiew he should die in the battle, are {fome- 
what unufual digreffions in Jolephus, They teem to me extrafied from fome 
{peeches or declamations of his compofed fermerly, in the way of oratory, that 
lay by him, and which he thought ft to infert upon this eccafion. See before on 
Antiq. αὶ IL. ch. vi. §8. 
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was greatly averfe to, and offered him the only creature fhe 

had, as a poor woman, and that earneftly and with great humani- 

ty, while fhe had no requital made her for her kindnefs, nor hun- 
ted after any future favour from him, for fhe knew he was todies 
whereas men are naturalfy either ambitious to pleafe thofe that 
be ftow benefits upon them, or are very ready to ferve thofe from 
whom they may receive fome advantage. It would be well 
therefore to imitate the example of this woman, and to do 
kindneffes to all fuch asare in wart ; ard to think that nothing is 
better, nor more becoming mankind, than fucha general ben- 
eficence, nor what will fooner render God favourable, and 
ready to beftow good things upon us. And fo far may fufhice 
to have fpoken concerning this woman. But I thall {peak 
farther upon another fubje& which will afford me amopportu- 
nity of difcourfing on what is for the advantage of cities and peo- 
‘ple and nations, and fuited to the tafte of good men, and will en- 
courage them all in the profecution of virtue, and is capable of 
fhewing them the method of acquiring glory, and an everlait- 
ing fame ; and of imprinting in the kings of nations, and the 
rulers of cities, great inclination and diligence of doing well ; 
as alfo of encouraging them to undergo dangers, and to die 
for their countries, and of inftru&ting them how to defpife all 
the moft terrible adverfities, and I havea fair occafion offer- 
ed me to enter on fuch a difcourle by Saul the king of the He- 
brew: ; for although he knew what was coming upos him, 
and that he was to die immediately by the prediflion of the 
prophet, hedid not refolve to fly fram death, nor fo tar to in- 
dulge the love of life, as to betray his own people to the ene- 
my, or to bring a di‘grace on his royal dignity, but expofing 
himfelf, as well as all his family and children to dangers, he 
thought it a brave thing to fall together with them as he was 
fighting for his fubje&ts, and that it was better his fons fhould 

die thus, fhewing their courage, than to leave them. to their 

uncertain conduct afterward, while inftead of fuccefion and 

poterity, they gained commendation and a lafting name. 

uch an one alone feems to me to be a juft, a courageous and 

a prudent man; and when any one has arrived at _thefe difpo- 

fitions, or thall hereafter arrive at them, he 1s the man that 

ought to be by all honoured with the teftimony of a virtuous 

or courageous man ; for as to thofe that go out to war with 

hopes οἱ fuccefs, and that they fhall return fate fuppofing they 

have performed fome glorious aéiion, think thole do not do 

well who call thefe valiant men, as fo many hiftorians and 

other writers who treat of them are wont to do, although I 

confefs thofe do juftly deferve fome commendation alfo, but 

thofe only may be ftiled courageous and bold in great under- 

takings, and defpilers of adverfities, who imitate Saul ; for as 

for thofe that do not know what the event of war will be as to 

themfelves, and though they do not faint in it, but deliver 

themfelves up to uncertain tuturity, and are.toffed this way 
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and that way, this is not fo very eminent an inftance of a 56. 
nerous mind, although they happen to perform many great 
exploits: bué when mens minds expe& no good event, but 
they know betore hand they muff die, and that they muft un- 
dergo. that death in the batele alfo, after this neither to be af. 
frighted, nor to be aftonifhed at the terrible fate that is com- | 
mg, but to go direftly upon it, when they know it before- 
hand, this it is what 1 efteem the chara@ter of a man truly 
courageous. Accordingly this Saul did, and thereby demon- 
ftrated that all men who defire tame after they were dead, are 
fo to a& as they may obtain the fame: This efpecially con- 
cerns kings, who ought not to think it enough im thetr high 
ftation that they are not wicked in the government of their 
fubje&s, but to be no more than moderately good tothem. ἢ 
could fay more than this about Saul, and his courage, the 
fubjeét affording matter fuficient, but that I may not ap 

to run out Hnproperly in his commendation, I return again to 
that hiftory from which I made this digreflion. 

5. Now when the Philiftines, as I {aid before, had putched - 
their camp, and had taken an account of their forces, accord. 
ing to their nattons,-and kingdoms, and governments, king 
Achith came laft of all with his own army ; after whom came 
David with his fix hundred armed men. And when the com- 
manders of the Philiitines faw him, they afhked the king, 
whence thefe Hebrews came, and at whote invitation, "tHe 
anfwered, That “ it was David, who was fled away from his 
matter Saul, and that he had entertained him when he came to 
him, and that now he was willing to make him this requsal 
for his favours, and to avenge himfelt upon Saul, and fo was 
become his confederate.” ‘The commanders complained of 
this, that he had taken him for a confederate who was an ene- 
my, and gave brim counfel to fend him away, left he fheuld 
unawares do his friends a great deal οἵ miichief, by enter- 
taining him, for that he afforded him an opportunity of being 
reconciled to his mafter, by doing mifchief to our army. 
They thereupon defired him, out ot a prudent forefight of this 
to fend him away, with his fix hundred armed men, to the 
Pyace he had given him for his habitation ; that this was that 

avid whom the virgins celebrated in their hymns, as having 
deftroyed many ten thoufands of the Philiftinés. When the 
king of Gath heard this, he thought they fpake well ; fo he 
called David, and faid tohim, ‘ As tor my felt I can bear wit- 
πεῖς that thou haft fhown great diligence and kindnels about 
me, and on that account it was that took thee for my confed- 
erate, however, what I have done does not pleafe the com- 
manders of the Philiftines, go therefore within a day’s time to 
. the place I have given thee, without fufpe@ing any harm, and 
there keep my country, left any of our enemies fhould make 
an incurfion upon it, which will be one part ot that affiftance 
which J'expett from thee.”. So David came te Ziklag, as the | 
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king of Gath bid him; but it happened, that while he was 
gone to the affiftance of the Philiftines, the Amalekites had 
made an incurfion, and taken Ziklag before, and had burnt 
it; and when they had taken a great deal of other prey out of 
that place, and out of the other parts of the Philiftines coun- 
try, they departed. 

. 6. Now wher David found that Kiklag was laid wafte, and 
that it was ali {poiled, and that as well bis own wives, which 
were two, as the wives ot his companions, with their children, 
were made captives, he prefently rent his clothes. weeping 
and lamenting, together with his {riends ;.and indeed he was 
fo caft down with thefe misfortunes, that at length tears them- 
Telves failed him. He was alfo in danger of being ftoned to 
death by his companions, who were greatly afflited at the 
captivity of their wives and children, tor they laid the blame 
upon him of what had happened. But when he had recovered 
himfelf out of his grief, and had raifed up his mind to God, 
he defired the high prieft Abiathar to put on his facerdotal » 
garments, and toenquire οἵ God, and to prophecy to him, 
* Whether God would grant, that if he purfued after the A. 
malekites, he fhould overtake them, and: fave their wives and 
their children, and avenge himfelfon the enemies.” And 
whea the high-prieft bid -him to purfue after them, he march- 
ed apace, with his fx hundred men, after the enemy ; and 
when he was come to a certain brook called Befor, and had 
light upon one that was wandering about, an Egyptian by — 
birth, who was almoft dead with want and famine (for ‘he had 
continued wandering about without food in the wildernefs 
three days), he firit of all gave him fuftenance, both meat and 
drink, and thereby refrefhed him. He then afked him to 
whom he belonged ἡ and whence he came ? Whereupon the 
man told him he was an Egyptian by birth, and was left behind 
by his maffer, becaufe he was fo frck and weak, that he could 
not follow him. He alfo intormed him, that he was one ot 
thofe that had burnt and plundered not only other .parts of 
judea, but Ziklag itfelf alfo. So David made ufe of him as 
a guide to find out the Amalekites ; and when he had over- 
taken them, as they lay {cattered about on the ground. fomg 
at dinner, fome difordered, and entirely drunk with wine, 
and inthe fruition of their {poils and their prey, he fell upon 
them on the fudden, and made a great flaughter among them, 
for they were naked, and expected no fuch thing, but had 
betaken themfelves to drmking and teafting, and {o they were 
all eafily deftroyed. Now fome of them that were overtaken 
as they lay at the table, were flain in that pofture, and their 
. blood brought.up with it their meat and their drink. They 
flew others of them as they were drinking to one another in 
their cups, and fome of them when their tull bellies had made 
therm fall.alleep.; and for fo many as had time to put on all 
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their armour, they flew them with the fword, with no lefs 
eaie than they did thole that were naked ; and for the parti- 
fans of David, they continued alfo the flaughter from the firft 
hour of the day to the evening, fo that there were not above 
four hundred of the Amalekites left, and they only efcaped by 

etting upon their dromedaries and camels. Accordingly 

avid recovered not only all the other f{poils whichthe enemy 
had carried away, but his wives alfo, and the wives of his - 
companions. But when they were come tothe place where 
they had left the two hundred men, which were not able to 
follow them, but were left to take care of the fluff, the four 
hundred men did not think fit to divide among them any other 
parts of what they had gotten, or of the prey, fince they did 
not accompany them, but pretended to be feeble, and did pot 
follow them in the purfuit of the enemy, but faid, they {hould 
be contented to have fafely recovered their wives; yet did 
David pronounce, that this opinion of theirs was evil and un- 
juft, and that when God had granted them fucha favour, that 
they had avenged themfelves on their enemies, and had re- 
covered all that belonged to themfelves, they fhould make ar 
equal diftribution of what they had gotten τὸ all, becaufe the 


᾿ reft had tarried behind to guard their fluff ; and frem that time 


this law obtained among them, that thofe who guarded the 
fluff, fhould receive an equal fhare with thofe that fought in 
the battle. Now when David was come to Ziklag, he fens 
portions of the fpoils to all that had -beem familiar with him, 
and to his trietds in the tribe of Judah. And thus ended the 
affairs of the plundering of Ziklag, and of the laughter of the 
Amalekttes. | 


‘9. Now upon the Philiftines joining battle, there followed a _ 


fharp engagement, and the Philiftines became the conquerors, 
and flew a great numbcr of their enemies ; but Saul the king 
of Ifrael, and his fone, fought courageoufly, and with the ut. 
moft alacrity, as knowing that their enure glory lay in nothing 
elfe but dying honourably, and expofing themfelves to the ute 
τοῦ danger trom the enemy (for they had nothing elfe to ho 
for), fo they brought upon themfelves the whole power of the 
gnemy till they were encompaffed round, and flain, but not 
betorethey had killed many ot the Philfftines. Now the fons 
of Saul were Jonathan, and Abinadab, and Malchifua; and 
when thefe were flain, the multitude of the Hebrews were put 
to flight, and all was diforder and confufien, and Hlaughter, 
upon the Philiftines prefling in upon them. | But Saul himfcl 
fled, having a ftrongbody of foldiers about bim ; and upon the 
Philiflines fending alter them thofe tbat threw javelins and 
thot ariows, he loft all his company excepta lew ; as lor him- 
felf he tought with great bravery, and when he had received 
fo many wounds, that he was not able to bear up, nor to op- 
μοίε any longer, and yet waa notableto kill himfelf, he bid 


er 
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fis armour-bearer- draw his {word, and run hire through, before 
the enemy fhould take him alive. But his armour-bearer nat’ 
daring to kill his mafter, he drew his own fword, and placin 
himfelf over againft its point, he threw himfelf upon it, and 
when he could neither run it through him, nor, by leaning 
againit it, make the {word pafs through him, he turned him 
round, and afked a certain goure man that y, who he 
wasp And when he underftood that he was an Anualekite, he 
defired him to force the fword through him, becaufe he was 
not able todo it with his own hands, and thereby to procure 
him fuch a death as he defired, This the young man did ac- 
cordingly ; and he took the golden bracelet that was on Saul’s 
‘arm, and his royal crown that was on his head, and ran away. 
And when Saul’s armour-bearer faw that he was flain, he kil- 
led himfelf ; nor did any of the king’s guards e[cape, but they 
all fell upon the mountain called Gilbow But when thofe He- 
brews that dwelt in the valley beyond jordan, and thofe who 
had their cities in the plain, heard that Saul and his fons were 
fallen, and that the multitude aboutthem were deftroyed, they 
left their own cities, and fled tofuch as were the beft fortified 
and fenced ; and the Philiftines finding thofe cities deferted, 
came and dwelt in them. | 
8. On the next day, when the Philiftines came to firip 
their enemies that were flain, they got the bodies of Saul, and 
of his fons, and ftripped them and cut off their heads ; and 
they fent meffengers all about their country, to acquaint them 
that their enemies were fallen ; and they dedicated their ar- 
mour in the temple of Afftarte, but hung their bodies on croff- 
es at the walls of the city Bethlhan, which is now called Scy- | 
thopolis. But when the inhal-itants of Jabefh Gilead heard . 
that they had difmembered the dead bodies of Saul, and of his 
fons, they deemed it fo horrid a thing to overlook this barbar- 
ity, and to fuffer them'to be without funeral rites, that the moft 
courageous and hardy among then, ( and indeed that city had 
in it men that were very flout both in mind and body,) jour- 
neyed all night, and came to Beththan, and approached to the 
enemies wall, and taking down the bodies of Saul, and of his 
fons they carried them to Jabeth, while the enemy were not 
able enough, nor bold enough to hinder them, becaufe of their 
great courage : So the people-of Jabefh wept all in general, 
and buried their bodies in the beft place of their country, 
which was named Aroura ; and they obferved a public mour- 
ning for them feven days, with their wives and children, - 
beating their breafts, and lamenting the king and his fons, * 
without either tafting meat or drink till the evening |. . 


* This way of {peaking in Jofephus, of fafing feven days without meat or drink 
is elmoft like chat of St Paul’s, AQs xxvit. 33. 4 This day is the fourteenth day 
that ye hive tasted, and continaed fafting, having taken nething :? and as the #a- 
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ΕΣ To this his end did Saul come, according to the Rrophecy 
of Samuel, becaufe ne difobeyed the commands ot God about 
the Amalekites, and on the account of his deftroying the fam- 
ily of Ahimelech the high pret with ahimelech himfelf, 
and the city of the high priefis. Now Saul when he had reign- 
ed eighteen years, while Samuel was alive, and after his death 
two β and twenty, | ended his life in this manner. 


ture of the thing, snd the impossibility of ftri@ly faking fo long, require us here 
to undertiand both Joiephus and the iacred author of this hiftory, 1 Sam. xxxi. 1g. 
from whom he took it, of only fafting.till the evening ; fo muft we underitand, ° 
δὲ Paul, ether that this was really the fourteenth day of their tempeftuous weather in 
the Adriatic Sea, as ver. 97 and that on {δ} fourteenth day alone they had contin, 
ued fafting, and had taken nothing before the evening. The wention of their long 
abftinence, ver. 21. inclines me to believe the former explication to be the truth, 
and that the cafe was then for a fortnight what it was here for a week, what they 
kept all thofe days entirely as fafts till the evening, but not longer. See Judg. xe 
26, xxi. a. 4 Sam. xiv. 24, 2 Sam. i τα. Antiq, B VIL. chap. vii.  (. 


- 
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Containing the interval of forty years. 
[From the deathof SauL ta the death of Davin. 


CHAR IL - 


How David. reigned over one tribe at Hebron, while the fon of 
Saul reigned over the reft of the multitude; and how, in the 
αὐτὶ war which then arofe, Afahel and Abner were flain. 


ἡ 1. TH fight proved to be onthe fame day whéreon 
David was come back to Ziklag, after he had over- 
came the Amalekites. Now when he had been already 
two days at Ziklag, there came to him the man who flew 
Saul, which was the third day after the fight. He had 
efcaped out of the battle which the Ifraelites had with the 
Philiftines, and had his clothes rent, and afhes upon his head. 
And when he made his obeifance to David, he enquired of 
him whence he came. . He replied, from the battle of the If- 
raelites : and he intormed him, that the ena of it was unfortu- 
nate, many ten thoufands of the Ifraelites having been cut off, ° 
and Saul, together with his fons, flain. He allo faid, that he 
could well grve him this information, becaufe he was prefent 
at the vidtory gained over the Hebrews, and was with the king 
when he fled : Nor did he deny that he had himfelf flain the 
king, when he was ready to be taken by the enemy, and he 
himielf exhorted him to’do it, becaufe, when he was fallen on 
his iword, his great wounds had made him fo weak that he 
was not able to xill himfelf. He alla produced demonitrations 
that the king was flain, which were the golden bracelets that 
had been on the king’s arms, and his crown, which he had ta- 
ken away from Saul’s dead body and had brought them to 
him. So David having no longer any room to call in quel- 
tion the truth of what he faid, but fleeing moft evident marks 
that Saul was dead, he rent bis garments, and continued all 
that day with his companions, in weeping and_lamentatian. 
This grief was augmented by the confiderationof Jonathan, the 
fon of Saul, who had been his moft faithful friend, and the 
occafion of his own deliverance. He alfo demonftrated him- 
felt to have fuch great virtue, and fuch great kindnefs tor Saul, 
as not only to take his death to heart, though he had been fre- 
guently in danger of lofing his life by his means, but to punifh 
him that flew him: for when David had faid to him, that he 
was become his own accufer, as the very man who had flain 
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the king, and when he had underftood that he was the fon of 
an Amafekite, he commanded him tobe flain. He alfo com- 
mitted to writing fome lamentations and funeral commenda- 
tions of Saul and Jonathan, which have continued to my own 


6. | 
"ὦ Now when David had paid thefe honours to the king, he 
left off his mourning and enquired of God by the prophet, 
which of the cities of the tribe of Judah he would beftow up- 
_ onhim to dwell in ? Who anfwered that he beftowed upon 
him Hebron. So he left Ziklag and came to Hebron, and took 
with him his wives, which were in number two, and his arm- 
ed men ; whereupon all the people of the fore-mentioned 
tribe came to him, and ordained him their king. But when 
‘he heard that the inhabitants of [δεῖ Gilead had buried Saunt 
and hisfons {honourably | he {ent to them, and commended 
them, and took what they had done kindly, and promifed to 
make them amends for their care of thofe that were dead ; and 
at the fame time he informed them, that the tribe of Judah had 
chofen him for their king. 

3. But as foonas Abner, the fon of Ner, who was general of 
Saul’s army, anda very aétive man. and good natured, knew 
that the king, and Jonathan, and his two other fons, were fal- 
Jen in the battle, he made hafle into the camp ; and taking a- 
way with him the remathing fon of Saul, whofe name was 
Ifkbofheth, he paifed over to the land beyond Jordan, and or- 

“ined him the king of the whole multitude, excepting the 
tribe of Judah ; and made his royal feat in a place called in 
_ our own language Mahanaim, but in the language of the Gre- 
cians, The camps: From whence Abner made hafte, with a 
fele€t body of foldiers, to fight with fuch of the tribe of Judah 
as were difpoted to it, for he was angry that this tribe had fet 
up David for their king. But Joab, whofe father was Suri, 
and his mother Zeruiah, David's fifter, who was general of 
David's army, met him, according to David’s appoinment. 
He had with him his brethren Abifhai, and Afahel. as alfo 
all David’s armed men. Now whenhe met Abner at a certain 
fountain, in the city of Gibeon, he prepared to fight. And 
when Abner faid to him, that he amindto know which 
of them had the more valiant foldiers ? it was agreed between 
them, that twelve foldiers of each fide fhould fight together. 
So thofe that were chofen out by both the generals forthis fight, 
came between the two armies, and throwing their lances one 
againft the other, they drew their {words, and catching one 
another by the head, they held one another faft, and ran each 
other’s fwords into their fides and groins, until they all, as it 
were by mutual agreement, perifhed together. hen thefe 
were fallen down dead, the reft of the army came to a forebat- 
tle, and Abner’s men were beaten ; and when they were bea- 
ten, Joab did not leave off purfuing them, but he preffed up- 
en them, and excited the foldiers to follow them clofe, and 
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not grow weary of killing them. His brethren alfo purfued 
them with great alacrity, and efpecially the younger Afahel, 
who was the moft eminent of them. He was very famous for 
his fwiftnefs of foot, forhe could not only be too hard for, 
men, but is reported to have over-run.an horfe, when they 
had arace together. This Afabel ran violently after Abner,. 
and would not turn in the leaf out of the flrait way, either to 
the one fide or to the other. Hereupon Abner turned back, 
and attempted artfully to avoid his violence. Sometimes he. 
bade him leave off the purfuit, and take the armour of one of 
his foldiers ; and fometitmes when he could hot perfuade hina 
fo to do, he exhorted him to reftrain himfelf and not to. pur- 
fue him any longer, left he fhould force him to kill him, and they 
fhould then not beable to Jook his brother in the face. But when 
Afabel would not admit of any perfuafiona, but ftill continued. 
topurfue him, Abner {mote him with his fpear, as he held it, in. 
his flight and that by aback-ftroke, andgavehimadeadly wound 
fo that he died immediately ; but thofe that were with him pur~ 
fuing Abner,when they cameto the place where A fahel lay they: 
flood round about the dead body, and left off the purfuit οὗ 
the enemy. However, both * Joab himfelf and his brother 
Abifhai ran paft the dead corpfe, and making their anger at: 
the death of Alahel an occafion οἱ greater zeal againff Abner, 
they went on with incredible hafte and alacrity, and purfued. 
Abner toa certain place called Ammak : it was about fun-fet. 
Then did Joab afcend a certain hill, as he ftood at that place, 
having the tribe of Benjamin with him, whence he took a 
view of them, and of Abner alfo. Hereupon Abner eritd a- 
loud, and faid, ‘‘ That it was not fit that they fhould irritate 
men of the fame nation to fight fo bitterly one againft another ; 
that as for Afahel his brother, he was himfelf in the wrong, 
when he would not be advifed by hii not to purfue him any 
farther, which was the occafion of his wounding and death,” 
So Joab confented to what he faid, and accepted thefe his 
words as an excufe [about Afahel] and called the foldiers 
back with the found of the trumpet, as a fignal for their re- 
treat, and thereby puta flop to any farther purfuit. After 
which Joab pitched his camp there that night; but Abner 
- marched all that night, and paffed ovez the river oa and 

¢ameto Ithbofheth, Saul’s fon, to Mahanaim. On the next 
day Joab counted the dead men, and took care of all their 
funerals. Now there were flain of Abner’s foldiers about three 
hundred and fixty, but of thofe of David nineteen, and Afa- 
hel whofe body Joab and Abithai carried to Bethlehem ; and 
when they had buried him in the fepulchre of their fathers, 
they came to Davidto Hebron. From this time therefore there 


* Tt ought here to be noted, that Joab, and Abifhai, and Afsbel, were ail three - 


David's nephews, the fons of his fifter Zeruiah, as 1 Chron. ii. @ and that Ame- 
ἢ was allo his nephew by his other δεῖ Abigail, ves. 17. 


Bin ANTIQUITIES OF THE yEWs. [Book VIL. - 


began an inteftine war, which lafted a great while, in which 
the followers of David grew ftronger in the dangers they un- 
derwent, and the fervants and fubje&s of Saul’s fons did al: 
_ moft every day become weaker. , 

4. About this time David was become the father of fix fons 
born of as many mothers. The eldeft was.by Abinoam, and 
he was called Ammon ; the fecond was Damel, by his wife 
Abigail; the name of the third was Abfalom, by Maachah, 
the daughter οἵ Talmai, King of Gefhur; the fourth he nam- 
ed Adonijah, by his wite Haggith ; the fifth was Shephatiah, by 
Abitail ; the fixth he called Tehream, by Eglah. Now whi 
this irteftine war went on, and while the fubyefts of the two 
kings came frequently to ation, and to fighting, it was Abner 
the general. ofthe hoft of Saul’s fon who, by his prudence, 
and the great interelt he had among the multitude, made them 
all continue with Ifhbofheth ; and indeed it wasa confiderable 
time that they continued of his party ; but afterward Abner 
was blamed, and an accufation was Ted againit him, that he 
went into Saul’s concubine : her name was Ri/pah, the daugh- 
ter of Aiah. So when he was complained ot Ithbofheth, 
he was very uneafy, and angry atit, becaule he had not jul- 
tice done him by Ifhbofheth, to whom he had fhown the 
greateft kindnefs ; whereupon he threatened that he would 
transfer the kingdom to David, and demonftrate that he did 
not rule over the people beyond Jordan by his own abilitres 
and wifdom, but by his warlike condu& and fidelity, in_lead- 
ing his army. Sohe fent ambafladors to Hebron to David, 
and defired that he would give him fecurity upon oath, that he 
wouldefteem him his companion and his friend, upon condi. 
tion that he fhould periuade the people to leave Saul’s fon. and 
choofe him king of the whole country. And.when David had 
made that league with Abner, for he was pleafed with his 
meffage to him, he defired that he would give this as the firft 
mark of performance of the prefent league, that he mighe 
have his wife Michal reftored to him as her whom he had pur- 
chafed with great hazards, and with thofe fix hundred heads of 
the Philiftines which he had brought to Saul her tather. Sa 
Abner took Michal from Phaltiel, who was then her hufband, 
and fent her to David, Ifhbothcth himfelf affording him his af- 
fiftance, for David had written to him that οἱ right he ought to 
have this his wife reftored to him. Abner alfo called togeth- 
er the elders of-the multitude, the commanders, and captains 
of thoufands, and {pake thus to them, That ‘ he had former- 
ly diffuaded them from their own refolution when. they were 
ready to forfake Ifhbotheth, and to join themlelves to David ; 
that, however he now gaveghem leave fo todo, if they had a 
mind to it, forthey knew that God had appointed David tobe 
king of all the Hebrews, by’ Samuel the prophet; and had 
foretold that he fhould punifh the Philiftines, and overcome 
them, and bring them under.” Now when the elders and ru- 
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lersheard this,and underftood that Abner wascome over to thofé 
fentiments about the public affairs which they were of before, 
they changed their meafures, and came into David: When 
thefe men had agreed to Abner's propofal, he called together 
ες the tribe of Benjamin, for all of that tribe were the guards of 
Ithbofheth’s body, and he fpake to them to the fame purpofe. 
And when he faw that they did not in the leaft oppofe what 
he faid but refigned themfelves up to his.opinion, e took a- 
bout twenty of his friends, and came to David, in order to 
receive them himfelf fecurity upon oath from him; tor we 
may juftly efteem thofe things to be firmer which évery one of 
us do by ourfelves, than thofe which we do by another: He 
alfo gave him an account of what he had faid to the ruters, 
and to the whole tribe of Benjamin: And. when David had 
received him, in ἃ courteous’ manner, and had treated him 
with great hofpitality ‘tor many days, Abner, when he was 
difmiifed, defired himi to permit him to bring the multitude 
with him, that he might deliver up the government to him, 
when David himfelf was prefent, and a fpé&tator of what was 
one. . | ; | 
5. When David had fent Abner away, Joab, the general 
of his army, came immediately to Hebron ; and when he had 
linderftood that Abner had been with David, and had parted 
_ with him a little before under leagues and agreements, that the 
povernmént fhould be delivered up to David, he feared left 
avid fhould place Abner, who had affifted him to gain the 
_ kingdom in the firft rank of dignity, efpecially fince he was a 
fhrewd man in other refpeéts, 1n underilanding affairs, and int 
managing them artfully, as proper feafons fhould require, and . 
that he fhould hinifelf be put lower, and be deprived of the com- 
mand ot the army, fo he took a knavith and wicked courfe. In 
the firft place, he endeavoured to calumniate Abner to the king, 
exhorting him to have a care of him, and notto give atténtion to 
what he had engaged-to do for him, becaufe all he did tended 
‘to confirm the government to Saul’s fon : that he came to him 
deceitfully, and with guile, and. was gone away in hopes of 
paining his purpofe by this management. But when he could 
not thus perfuade David, nor faw him at all exafperated, he 
betook himfelf to a projye& bolder than the former. He deter- 
mined to kill Abner ; arid in order thereto he fent fome mef- 
fengers after him, to whom he gave in charge, that when they 
« fhould overtake him, they fhould recal him in David’s name, 
and tell him, that he had fomewhat to fay to him about his af- 
fairs; which he had not remembered to {peak of when he was 
with him: Now when Abner heard what the meffengers faid, 
(for they overtook him in a certain place called Befra, which 
was diftant trom Hebron twenty furlongs) he fulpeéted ncne 
of the mi!chief which wa: befdlling him, and came back. He-e- 
upon Joab met him in the gate, and received himh in the kind- 
eft manner, as it he were Abner’s moft benevolent dcquain- 
Vou. I. QOq 
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fance and friend ; for fuch as undertake the viledt a@tions, in 
order to prevent the fufpicion of any private mifchief intend- 
ed, do frequently makethe greateft pretences to what really 
ood men fincerely do. So he took him afide from ‘his own 
ollowers, as it he would fpeak with him in private, and 
brought him into a void place of the gate, having himfelf, no- 
body with him but his brother Abifhat; then he drew his 
{word, and fmote him ig the groin ; upon which Abner died 
by this treachery of Joab’s, which, as he fatd himfelt, was 
in way of punifhment for his brother Afahel, whom Abner 
{mote and flew as he was purfuing after him in the battle of 
” Hebron, but as the truth was, out of fear of his lofing his 
eommand of the army, and his dignity with the king, and left 
he fhould be deprived of thofe advantages, and Abner fhould 
obtain the firft rank in David’s court. By thefe examples an 
one may learn, how many and how great inftances of wicked- 
nefs men will venture upon, for the fake of getting money, 
and authority, and that they may not fail of either of them ; 
foras when they are defirous of obtaining the fame, they acquire 
them by ten thoufand evil practices, fo when they are afraid 
. ef lofing them, they get them confirmed to them, by pra@ices 
much worle than the former, -as if [no] other calamity fo ter- 
rible could befal them asthe failure of acquiring fo exalted an 
authority, and when they have acquired it, and by long cuf- 
tom found the {weetnefs of it, the lofing it again : and fince 
this laft would be the heavieft οἱ aH afflictions, they all of them 
contrive and venture upon the molt dificult a€tions, out of 
the tear of lofing the fame. But let it fuffice that I have 
made thefe fhort reflettions upon that fubjeét. 

6. When David heard that Abner was flain, it grieved his 
foul ; and he called all men to witnefs with flretching οὐ 
his hands to God, and crying out, that he was not a partaker 
in the murder of Abner, and that, his death was not procur- 
ed by his command or approbation. He alfo wifhed the heav- 
ieft curfes might light upon him that flew him, and upon his 
whole houfe ; and he devoted thofe that had affifted him in this 
murder to the fame penalties cn its account; for he took care 
not to appear to have had any hand in this murder, contrary 
to the affurances he had given, and the oaths he had taken to 
Abner. However, he commanded all the people to weep and 
lament this man, aud to honour his dead body with the ufualt 
folemnities ; thatis, by rending their garments, and putting 
on Jackeloth, and that this fhould be the habit in which they 
fhould go before the bier; after which he followed it him- 
felt, with the elders, and thofe that were rulers, lamenting 
Abner, and by his tears demonftrating his good will to him 
while he was alive, and his forrow tor him now he was dead, 
and that he was not taken off with his confent. So he buried 
him at Hebronin a magnificent manner, and indited funeral 
elegies for him ; he allo ftood firft over the monument weep- 
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. ¥ng, and caufed others to do the fame; nay, fo deeply did the 

death of Abner diforder him, that his companions could by 
no means torce him totake any food, but he afhrmed with an 
oath that he would tafte nothing till the fun was fet. This 
procedure gained him the good will of the multitude ; for 
duch as had an affe€tion for Abner, were mightily fatisfied with 
the re{peét he paid him when he was dead, and the ot-fervation 
of that faith he had plighted to him, which was fhewed in his 
vouchfating him all the u(ual ceremonies, as if he had been his 
kinfman and his friend, and not fuffering him tobe neglefiedand 
injured with a difhonourable burial, asit he had been his enemy; 
infomuch that the intire nation rejoiced at the king's gentlenefs 
and mildnefs of difpofition, every one being ready to fuppofe 
that the king would have taken the fame care of them in the 
like circumitances, which they faw he (hewed in the burial of 
the dead body of Abner. And indeed David principally: in- 
tended to gain a good reputation, and therefore he took care 
to do what was proper in this cafe, whence none had any fuf- 
picion that he was the author of Abner’s death. He allo faid 
this to the multitude, that ‘* he was greatly troubled at the 
death of fo good a man, and the affairs of the Hebrews had {ut- 
fered great detriment by being deprived οἱ him, whe was of 
{o great abilities to preferve them by his excellent advice, 
and by the ftrength οἱ his hands in war. But he added, that 
God _ who hath a regard to all mens attions, will notfuffer this 
man{ Joab | to go off unrevenged ; but know ye, that I am not 
able to do any thing to thefe fons of Zeruiah, Joab, and Abi- 
{bai, who have more power than I have, bat God will requite 
their infolent attempts upon their own heads.” And this was 
the tatal conclufion of the life of Abner. 


CHAP. II. 


That upon the laughter of Ifhbofheth, by the treacher of his 
friends, David received the whole kingdom. ; 


qx. HEN Ithbofheth the fon of Saul, had heard of the . 

death of Abner, he took it to heart, to be depri- 
ved of aman that was of his kindred, and had indeed given 
him the kingdom, but was greatly afflicted, and Abner’s death 
very much troubled him ; nor did he himfelt outlive any long 
time, but was treacheroully fet upon by the fons of Rimmon, 
( Baanah and Rechab were their names), and was flain by them 9 
or thele being of a family of the Benjamites, and ot the firlt 
rank among ‘them, thought, that if they thould flay Ifhbotheth, 
they thould obtain large prefents from David, and be made 
commanders by him, or, however, fhould have fome other 
truft committed to them. So when they once found him 
alone, and afleep at noon, in an‘upper rvom, when none of 
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his guards were there, and when the woman that kept the 
door was not watching, but was fallen afleep alfo, partly on 
account of the labour fhe had undergone, and partly on ac- 
count of the heat of the day, thefe men went into the room| 
in which I(bbofheth,_Saul’s fon, lay afleep, and flew him; 
they alfo cut off hig head ; and took their journey all that night, 
ind. the next day, as (uppofing themfelves flying away from 
thofe they had injured: to one, that would accept of this aGtion 
as a favour, and wauld afford them fecurity. So they came 
to Hebron, and fhewed David the head of. Ifnbofheth, and 
prefented themfelves to him as his well withers, and fuch aq 
ad killed one that was his enemy. and antagonift. Yet David 
did not relvh what they had done as they expeéted, but faid 
to them, “ You vile wretches, you fhall immediately receive 
the punifhment you deferve. Did not you know what ven- 
geance I executed on him that murdered Saul, and brought 
me his crown of gold, and this while he who made this flaugh- 
fer did it as a favour to him, that he might not be caught by. 
is enemies ? Or do you imagine that I am altered in my dis- 
pofition, and fuppofe that I aim not the {ame man I then was, 
butam pleafed with men that are wicked doers, and efteem 
your vfle actions when you .are become murderers of your 
mafter, as grateful to me, when you have flain a nghteous 
man upon his bed, who never did evil to any body, and treat- 
ed you with great good-will and refpe& ἡ Wherefore you 
fhall fuffer the punifhment due on his account, and the ven- 
eance | otight to inflict upon you tor killing Ifhbofheth, and 
é for fuppofing that I fhould take his death kindly at your hands ; 
for you could not lay a greaterblot on my honour than by 
making fuch a fuppofal.” ° When David had faid this, he tor- 
mented them with al! forts of torments, and then put them ta 
death ; and he beflowed all accuftomed rites on the burial o 
the head of Ithbofheth, and Jaid itin the grave of Abner. 

2. When thefe things were brought to this conclufion, all 
the principal men of the Hebrew people came to David to 
Hebron, with the heads οἱ thoufands, and other rulers, and 
delivered themfelves up to him, putting him in mind of the 
good-will they had borne to him in Saul’s htetime, and the 

-refpe& they then had not ceafed to pay hin when he was 
᾿ captain of a thoufand, ἃς alfo that he was chofen of God by 
Samuel the prophet *, he and his fons ; and declaring befides, 
how God had given him power fo fave the land of the He- 
brews, and to overcome the Philiftines. Whereupon he re- 
ceived kindly this their alacrity on his account ; and exhor- 
ted them to continue tn it for that they fhould have no reafon 
to repent of being thus difpofed to him. So when he had 


* This may beatmue obfervation of Jofephus’s, that Samuel, by command from 
God, entailed the crown on David and his pofterity, for no farther did that entail 
ever reach, Solomon him({elf having never bad any promile made him that his pof- 
terity fhould always bave the right to it. ; ot ᾿ 
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feafted them, and treated them kindly, he fent them outta 
bring all the people to him ; upan which there came to him 
about fix thouland and eight hundred armed men of the tribe 
of Judah, who bare fhields and {pears for their weapons, for 
thete had [ till now _} continued with Saul’s fon, when the Ὁ 
reft of the tribe of Judah had ordained David for their king, 
There came alfo feven thouland and one hundred out ot the 
tribe of Simeon, Out of the tribe of Levi came four thouland 
and feven hundred, having Jehoiada for their leader. Atter 
hefe came Zadok the high prieft, with twenty-two captains of 
his kindred, Qut of.the tribe of Benjamin the armed men 
were four thoufand, but the reft of the tribe continued, ftill 
expething that fome one of the houfe of Saul fhould reignover - 
them. Thofe of the tribe of Ephraim were twenty thoufand 


and eight hundred, and thefe mighty.men of valour, and emi- 


nent for their ftrength. Out ot the half tribe of Manaffeh 
came eighteen thoufand, of the moft potent men. Out of the 
tribe of Iffachar came two hundred *, who foreknew what 
was to come hereafter, but of armed men twenty thoufand. 
Of the tribe of Zebulon fifty thoufand chofenmen. This was 
the only tribe that came univerfally into David, and all thefe 
had the fame weapons with the tribe of Gad, Out of the tribe 
οἱ Nephtali the eminent men and rulers were one thoufand, 

hofe’ weapong were fhields and fpears, and the tribe itfelt 
followed after, being (in a manner } innumerable, [ thirty -fev- 
en thoufand ἱ Out of the tribe of Dan there were οἵ chofen 
men twenty-{even thoufand and fix hundred. Out of the tribe 
of Ather were forty thoufand. Qut of the two, tribes that - 
‘were beyond Jordan, and the reft of the tribe of Manaffeh, 

uch as ufed (hields, and {pears, and head pieces, and {words, 
were an hundred and twenty thoufand. The reft of the tribes 


-alfo made ufe of fwords. This multitude came together to 


Hebron to David, with a great quantity of corn, and winé, and 
all other forts οἱ food, and eftablifhed Lavid in hig kingdom 
with one confent. And when the people had rejoiced for three 

ays in Hebron, David and_all the people remaved and, came 


to Jerufalem. 


* Thefe words of Jofephus conceming the tribe of Iffachar, ** who foreknew 
what was to come hereafter, are be{t paraphrafed by the parallel text, 1 Chron, 
xii ga. ** Who had underftanding of the times tu know what I{rael ought to do ;” 
that is, Who had fo much knowledge inaftron my as to make alenders for the 
Ifraclites, that they might keep their feftivals, and plough and ἴων, and gather ia 
their harvefls and vintage in due {eafon. 
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CHA P. ΠῚ. | 


How David laid fiegeto Ferufalem : and when he had taken the 
city, he cajt the Canaanites out of it,and brought in the Jews 
to inhabit therein, . 


§ 1. N° the Jebufites, who were the inhabitants of Jer- 
ulalem, and were by extra&tion Canaanites (hut 

aheir gates, and placed the blind and the lame, and all their 
maimed perfons upon the wall, in way of derifion of the king ; 
and faid that the very lame themfelves would hinder his en- 
trance inte jt. This they did out of contempt of his power, 
and as depending On the ftrength of their walls. David was 
hereby enraged, and beganthe fiege of Jeru’alem and em- 

loyed his utmoft diligence and alacrity therein, δα intende. 
ing by the taking of this place to demonftrate his power, and 
to intuumidate all others that might be of the like [evil difpofie 
tion towards him : So he took the lower city by force, but 
the * citadel held out ftill ; whence it was that the king know- 
ing that the propofal of dignities and rewards would encour- 
age the foidiers to greater a¢lions, promifed that he who fhould 
firft go over the ditches that were beneath the citadel, and 
fhould atcend to the citadel itfelf and take it, fhould have the 

- command of the intire people conferred upon him. So they 

ail were ambitious to aicend, and thought no pains too great, 
in order τὸ afcend thither out of their defire of the chief com- 
mand. However Joab the fon of Zeruiah prevented the ref ; 
and as {oon as he was got up to the citadel, cried out to the 
king, claimed the chief command. | 

2. When David had caft the Jebufites out of the citadel, 


* What our other copies fay of mount Sion, as alone properly called the city of 
David, 2. Sam. v. 6—g. and of this its fiege and conqueft now by David, Jofe- 
phus applics to the whole city Jerufaiem, though including the citadel allo: By 
what authority we do not now know ; perhaps after David had united them toge- 
ther, or joined the citadel to the lower city, as ὃ 4 Jolephus efteemed them as one 
city. However, this action feems to be confirmed by what the fame Jofephus 
fays concerming [3.vid'sand many other kings of Judah's fepulchres, which, as 
the authors of the buuks of Kings and Chronicles fay, were in the city of Daud, 
fo does Jofephus !liti fay they werein ferufalem. The {-pulchre of David feems 
to have 41 (5 snown place in the feveral days of Hyrcanus, of Herod, and 
St Peter, Antiq. 8. Xi1€. ch. viii. § 4. B. XVI. ch. vii § 2. vol. 11. A&sii. ag. 
Now no fuch royal fepulchres have been found about mount Zion, but are found 
clofe by the north wall of Jeruialem, which I fufpeé therefore to be thefe very 
fepulchres. See the note on chap. xv. § 4. In the mean time, Jofephus’s explica- 

- tion of the ame, the i/ind, dud the maimed, as fet to keep this city or citadel, feems 
to be the truth, and gives the bef light to that hiftory in our Biele. Mr. Ὁ ttius 
truly obferves, apf. Havercamp, p. 305. that Jofephus never mentions mount Zion 
by that name, as taking it for an appellative, as 1 fuppofe, and not fora pro 
mame ; He ftill either (1165 it the citade/, or the upper city ; nor do I fee any rea 
‘or Mr. Ottius’s evil Juipicionsabout this procedure of Jofephus’s. 
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he alfo rebuilt Jerufalem, and named it The City of David, 
and abode there all the time of his reign : But for the time that 
he reigned over the tribe of Judah only in Hebron, it was fev- 
en years and ffx months. Now when he had chofen Jerufa- 
lem to be his royal city, his‘affairs did more and more profper, 
by the providence of God, who took care that they fhould inr- 
prove and be augmented. Hiram alfo, the king of the Tyri- 
ans, fent ambaffadors to him, and madé a league of mutual 
friendfhip and afliftance withhim. He alfo fent him prefents, 
cedar trees, and mechanics, and men {kilful m building and ar- 
chite€ture, that they might build him a royaf palace at Jerufa- 
lem. Now David made buildings round about the lower ci- 
ty : He alfo joined the citadel to it, and made it one. body ; 
and whem he had éncompaffed all with walls, he appointed 
Joab totake care of them. It was David therefore wo firft | 
caft the Jebufites out of Jerufalem, ard called it by his owrr 
name, ἦς City of David: tor under our forefather Abraham 
it was called { Salem or | * Solyma ; but after’ that time fome 
fay that Homer mentions it by that name of Solyma,f for he 
named the temple Soly ma, according to the Hebrew language 
which denotes fecurity. 1] Now the whole time from the war- 
fare under Jofhua our general againft the Canaanites, and 
from that war in which he overcame them, and diftributed 
the land among the Hebrews, (nor could the Ifraelites ever 
caft the Canaanites out of Jerufalem until this time, when Da- 
vid took it by fiege), this whole time was five hundred and 
fifteen years. | 
3. I thall now make mention of Araunah, who wasa weal- 
‘thy man among the Jebufites, but was not flain-by David in 
the fiege of Jerufalem, becaufe of the good-witl he bore to the 
ebrews, and a particular benignity and affe€tion which he 
had to the king himfelt, which I fhall take a more feafonable 
opportunity to {peak of a little afterwards. Now David mar- 
ried other wives over and above thofe which he had before : 
He had alfo concubines. The fons which he had were in 
number eleven, whofe names were Amnon, Emnos, Eban, 
Nathan, Solomon, Jeban, Elien, Phalna, Eanaphen, Janae, 
Eliphale; and adaughter, Tamar. Nine οἱ thele were born 
οἵ egitimate wives, but thetwo laft named of concubines ; 
and Tamar had the fame mother with Abfalom. 


* Some copies of Jofephus have here So/yma or Salem, and others Hierofolyma 
et ferufalems. The latter beft agree to what Jofephus fayselfewhere. Of the War, 
B. VI. ch x. that this city was called So/yma os Salem before the days of Melchile- 
dec, but was by him called Miere/olyma or Jerufalem, T {uppote itto have been fo 
called after Abraham had received chat oracle Jehovah Fireh, * The Lord will fee © 
or provide,” Gen. xxi. 14 The latter word Firch, with a Nile alteration, pre- 
. &ixed to the old name Salem, Pea-e, will be Frrufalem. And fince that expression, 

“ God will fee,” or rather, ‘* God will provide himfelf alamb for a burnt-offer- 
ing,” ver. 8, #4. 13 there faid to have been proverbial till the days of Moles, this 
frems to me the moft probable derivation of that name, which will then denote, 
that “ God would provide peace by ‘that amb of God which was to take away 
the fins of the world. However, that which is.put into double brackets can hard~ 
ly be fuppofed the genuine words'ef Jofephus, as Dr. Hud{ow well judges. 
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CHAP. IV. | 
That when David had conquered the Phils ines, who made wat 
againft him at Ferufalem, he removed the ark to Ferufalem, 
and had a mind to build a Temple. ΕΣ 
ἢ 1. UXT HEN the Philiflines underftood that David was 
Ὕ made king of the Hebrews, they made war againft 
him at Jerufalem ; and when they had feized upon that valley 


ΟΠ which 18 called the valley of the Giants, and is a place not far 


from the city, they pitched their camp therein. But the 
king of the Jews, * who never permitted himfelf to do any 
thing without prophecy, and the command ot God, and with- 
out depending on him as a fecurity for the time to come, bid 

at was the. will of God, and 
what would be the event of this battle; And when he fore:« 
told that he fhould gain the viétory, and the dominion, he 
led out his army againfithe Philiftines ; and when the battle 
was joined, he came himfelf behind, and fell ‘upon the ene- 
my on the fudden, and flew fome of them, and put the reft to 


‘flight. And let no one fuppofe that it was‘a fmall army of the 


Philiffines that came againit the Hebrews, as gueffing fo from 
the fuddennefs of their defeat, and from their having per- 
formed no great aétion, or that was worth recording, from the 


. flownefs of their march, and want of courage, but let him 


know ‘that al! Syria and Phenicia, with many other nations 
befides them, and thole warlike nations alfo, came to their af: 
fiftance, and had a fhare in this war. Which thing was the 
only caufe why, when they kad bee: fo often conquered, and 
had loft fo many ten thoufands of their men, they ftill came 
upon the Hebrews with greater armies ; nay indeed, when 


they had fo often failed of their purpofe in thefe battles, they 
came upon David with an army three times as numerous as 


before, and pitched their camp on the fame {pot of ground as 
before. The king of Ifrael therefore enquired of God again 
concerning the event.of the battle ; and the high prieft proph- 
efied τό him, that he fhould keep his army in the groves cal- 
led the Groves of Weeping, which were not far from the ene- 
my’s camp, and that he fhould not move, nor begin to fight 


# It deferves here to be remarked, that Saul very rareiy, and David very fre- 
quently confulted God by Urim ; and that David aimed’ always to depend, not on 
his own prudence or abilities, buton the divine direGtion, contrary to Saul's prac- 
tice. See§.g. and the note on Antiq. B. INI. ch. viti.§g. And wher δου": 
daughter, (but David’s wife,) Michal, laughed at David's dancing before thé ark, 
2 Sam. vi. 16. &c. and here, § 1, 2, 3. it is probable fhe did fo, becaufe her fa 
ther Saul did not ufe to pay {uch regard to that ark, to the Urim there inquir-d by, 
orto God’s worship before it, and becaule she thought it beneath the dignity of a 
king to be fo religious. 


- 
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till the trees of the grove fhculd he in motion without the 
winds blowing ; but as foon as thefe trees moved, and the time 
foretold to him by God was come, he fhould without delay 
go out to gain what was an already prepared and evident vic- 
tory ; forthe feveral ranks of the enemy’s army did not fuftain 
him, but retreated at the firft onfet, whom he clofely tollowed, 
and flew them ashe went along, and purfued them to the cit 

Gaza (which ts the limit of their country) ; after this he {poil. 


. edtheir camp, in which he found great riches: and he de. 


ftroyed their gaqds. 

2. When this had proved the event of the hattle, David 
thought it proper, upon a confultation with the elders and ru- 
lers, and captains οἱ thoufands, to fend for thofe that were in 


. the flower of their age out of all his countrymen, and out of the 


whole land, and withal for the priefts and the Levites_ τῇ order 
to their going to Kirjatijearim,to bring up the ark of God out 
of that city, and to carry it to Jerufalem, and there to keep it © 
and offer before it thofe facrifices, and thofe other honours with 
which God ufed to be well pleafed; for had they done thus in 
the refga of Saul, they had not undergone any great misfortunes 
at all. So when the whole body οἱ the people were come to- 
gether, as they had refolvedto do, the king came to the ark, 
which the priefts brought out of the houfe of Aminadab, and 
laid it upon a new cart, and permitted their brethren and their 
children to draw it, together with the oxen. Before it went . 
the king, and the whole multitude of the people with him, fing- 
ing hymns to God, and making wife of all forts ot fongs ufual 
among them, with variety of the founds of mufical'inftruments, 
and with dancing and finging of pfalms, as alfo with the founds 
of trumpets and of cymbals, and fo brought the ark to Jerufa- 
lem. ut asthey were come tothe threlhing-floor of Chidon 
a place fo called, Uzzah * was flain by the anger ot God ; for 
as the oxen fhook the ark, he ftretched out his hand, and would 
needs take hold of it. | Now, becaufe he was not a prieft, and 
yet touched the ark, God ftruck him dead. Hereupon both 
the king and the people were difpleafed at the death ot Uz- 
zah; and the place where he died is caled the Breach of Uzzah 
unto thisday. So David was atraid, and fuppofing shat if he 


“received the ark to himfelf into the city, he might fuffer in the 


like manner as Uzzah had fuffered, who, upon his bare puttin 
out. his hand to theark, died in the manner already mentioned, 
he did not receive it to himfelf into the city, but he took it a- 


* Jofephus feems to be partly In’ the right, when he obferves bere, that Uzzah 
‘was no prieft, (though perhaps he might be a Levite,) and was therefore ftruck ἡ 
dead for touching the ark, contrary to the law, and for which profane rashaels, 
death was the penalty by that law, Numb. iv.15, 20. See the like before, Antiq. 
B. VI. i. 8.4. ‘It is not improbable that the putting this ark in a cart, when it 
ought to have been carricd by the priefts or Levites, as it was prefently here in Jote- 
phus fo carried from Obededom's houle to David's, might be alfo an occafion of the 
anger of God on that breach of his law, See Numb, iv. 19. 1 Chron. xv. 1g. 

VoL, I. Rr... “ 
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fide unto a certain place belonging to a righteous man, whofe 
name was Ofededom, who was by his family a Levite, and de- 
pofited the ark with hjm; and itremained there three entire 
months : th:s augmented the house of Obededom, and confer- 
red many bleflings upon it. And when the king heard what 
had befailen Obededom, how he was become «t a poor man, 
in a low eflate, exceeding happy and the object of envy to all 
thofe that faw or enquired alter his houfe, he took courage, 
and hoping that he thoud meet with no misfortune thereby, he 
transferred the ark to his own houfe, the priefts carrying it, 
while feven companies οἱ fingers, who were fet in that order 
bf the king, went before it, and while he himfelf played upon 
the harp and joined in the mufic, infomuch that when his wife 
Michal the daughter of Saul, who was our first king, faw him 
fo doing, fhe laughed at him. But whenthey had brought in 
the ark, they placed it under the tabernacle which David had 

itched for it, and he offered coftly facrifices and peace-offer- 
ings, and treated the whole multitude, and dealt both to the 
women and the men, and the infants, a loaf of bread and a 
cake, and another cake baked in a pan, witha portion of the 
facrifice. So when he had thus feafted the people, he fent them 
away, and he himfelf returned to his own houfe. 

3. But when Michal his wile, the daughter of Saul, came and 
ftood by him, the wilhed him all other happinefs ; and entreated 
that whatfoever he fhould farther defire,to the utmoft pofibility 
might be given him by God, and that he might be favourable to 
him ; yet did fhe blame him, that fo great a king as he was fhould 
dance after an unfeemly manner, and in his dancing, uncover 
himfelf among the fervants and the handmaidens. But he re- 
plied, “ That he was not afhamed to do what was acceptable to 

od, who had preterred him before her father, and before all 
others ; that he would pray frequently, and dance, without anv 
regard to what the hand-maidens and fhe herfelf thought of it.” 
So this Michal who was David's wife, had no children; how- 
ever, when fhe was afterward marriedto him towhom Saul her . 
father had given her (for at this time David hadtaken her away 
from him, and had her him(el!) the bare five children. But 
concerning thofe matters I fhall difeourfe in a proper place. 

4. Now. when the king faw that his affairs grew better al- 
moft every day by the will of God, he thought he fhould of- 
fend him, if, while he himfelf continued in houfes made of ce- 
dar, fuch as were of a great height, and had the moft curious 
works of architetture inthem, he fhould overlook theark while 
it was laid in a tabernacle, and was defirous to build a temple to 
God, as * Mofes had prediéted fuch a temple thould be built. 


* Jolephus bere informs us, that, according to his underftanding of the fenfe of 
his copy of the Pentateuch, Mofes had himielf foretold the building of the temple, 
which yet is no where that 1 know of in our prefent copies : And that this is not 
a miftake fet down by him unwarily appears by what he obferved before, on An-~ 
tq. B.1V. ch. viii. § 46. how Μοίες foretold, that upon the Jews. fature difa 
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And when he had difcourfed with Nathan the prophet about 
thefe things, and been encouraged by him to do whatfoever 
he had a mind to do, as having God with him and his helper 
in all things, he was thereupon the more ready to fet about 
that building. But God appearea to Nathan that very night, 
and commanded him to * fay to David, That ‘‘ he took his pur- 
pole and his defires kindly, fince nobody had before now taken ’ 
it into their head to build him a temple, although upon his hav- 

ing fycha notion he would not permit him to build him that 
temple, becaufe he had made many wars, and was defied 

with the flaughter of his enemies: That however, alter his 

death; in his oldage, and when: he had lived along lite, there 
fhould be a temple built by a fon of his, who thould take the 

kingdom after him, and fhould be called Sofomon, whom he 
promifed to provide for, asa father provides tor his fon, by 

referving the kingdom for his fon’s pofterity, and delivering 
ittothem, butthat he would ftill punith him it he finned, with 
difeafes, and barrennefs of land.’”” When David underftood 

this from the prophet,and was overjoy tul at this knowledge of the 
{ure continuance of the dominion to his pofterity, and that his — 
houfe fhould be fplendid, and very famous, he came to the 
ark, and tell down on his face, and began to adore God, and 
to return thanks to him tor all bis .benefits, as well tor thole 
that he had already beftowed upon him, in raifing him from a 
low ftate, and from the employment of a fhepherd, to fo great 
dignity of dominion and glory ; as for thofe alfo which he had 
promiled to his pofterity ; and befides, for that providence — 
which he had exercifed over the Hebrews in procuring them 
the liberty they enjoyed : And when he had faid thus, and 
had fung an hymn of praife to God, he went his way. 


CHAP. V. 


How David brought under the Philiftines, and the Moabites, and 
the kings of Sophene, and of Damafcus, and of the Syrians, 
as αἰ the Idumeans, 1n war ; and how he made a league 
with the king of Hamath ; and was mindful of the friendjhip 
that Fonathan, the fon of Saul, had born to him. 


|Φ1. A LITTLE while after this, he confidered that he 
ought to make war againif the Philiftines, and not 


bedience, their temple fhould be burt and rebuilt, and that not once only, hut 
feveral times afterward. Sce alfo Jofephus’s mention of God’s former commands 
to build fuch a temple prefently, ch. xiv. § 4. contrary to our other copies, or at 
leaft to our tranflation of the Hebrew, @ Sam. vii. 6,7 1 Chron. xvii. 5, 6. 

* Jofephus feems, io this place, with our moderg interpreters, τὸ confound 
the two diftin@ predi&ions which God made to David, and to Nathan, concern. 
ing the building him a temple by one of David’s pofterity, the one belonging to 
Solomon, the other to the Mefliah ; the diftin@ion between which is of the greatei 
confequence to the Chriftian religion. 
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to fee any idlenefs or Jazine{s. permitted in his management, . 
that fo it might prove as God had foretold to him, that when | 
he had overthrown his enemies, he thould have his pofterity - 
to reign in peace afterward; So he called together his army 
again, and when he had charged them ta be ready and prepar- 
ed for war, and when he thought that all things in his army 
were in a good ftate, he removed from Jerufalem, and came 
againft the Philiftines : and when he had overeome them in 
battle, and had cut off a great part of their country, and ad 
joined it to the country of the Hebrews, he transferred thé war - 
to the Moabites ; and when he had overcome two parts of 
their army in the battle, he took the remaining part captive, 
and impofed tribute upon them, to be paid annually. He 
then made war againft Hadadezer, the fon of Rehob, King of 
Sophene ; and when he had joined battle with him at the river, 
Euphrates, he deftroyed twenty thoufand of his footmen, and 
about feven thoufand of his horfemen. He alfo took 2 
thoufand of his chariots. and deftroyed the greateft part of 
them, and ordered that no more than * one Fundred fhould 


be kept. | 

2. Now when t Hadad, king of Damafcus, and of Syria, 
heard that David fought againft Hadadezer, who was his friend, 
he came to his affiftance with a powerful army, in hopes ta 
refcue him ; and when he had joined battle with David at the 
river Euphrates, he tailed of bis purpofe, and loft fin the bat- 
tle a great number of his faldiers ; for there were flain of the 
army ot Hadad twenty thoufand, and all the reft fled. .Nico- 
las alfo[ of Damafcus| makes mention of this king, in the 
fourth book at his hiftories ; where he {fpeaka thus: ‘* A great 
while after thefe things had happened, there was one of that 
country whofe name was Hadad, who was become very po- 
tent ; he reigned over Damafcus, and the other parts of Syria, 
excepting Phenicia, He made war againft David the king 
of Judea, and tried his fortune in many battles and particu- 
larty in the laft battle at Euphrates, wherein he was beaten, 
‘He feemed to have been the moft excellent of alt their kings 
in ftrength and manhood.” Nay, befides this, he fays of his 
pofterity. ‘‘ That atter his death they fucceeded one another in’ 


* David’sreferving only 100 chariots for himfelf out of 1000 he had taken from 
Hadadezes, was moft probab'y done in compliance with the law of Moles, which 
forbad a king of I{rael fo multiply horfes to himfey, Deut. xvii. 16. one of the 
principal ufes of hories in” Judea at that time being for drawing their chariots. See 
Josh. xii. 6. and Antiqg. B. V. chap. i. § 18. , 

+ It deferves here to be remarked, that this Hadad, being a very great king, was 
conquered by David, whofe pofterity yet for levcral generations were calied Bexhadad, 
et the fon of Hadad, till the days of Hazael, whole fon Adar or Ader is alfo ia our. 
Heprew copy, 2 Rings xii. 84. written Beahcdad, but in Jofepbus 4dad or Adar. 
And ftrange itis, that the fon of Hazael, {aid to be fuch in the fame text, and in 
Jofephus, Antiq. B. 1X. ch. vii. § ἡ. should fill be callec the fon of Hadad = ἃ 
would therefore here corre€t our Hebrew copy frem Jofepbus’s, which feems tq 
ave the true reading. 
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his kingdom, and in his name ;” where he thus {peaks > 
** When Hadad was dead, his pofterity reigned for ten gen- 
erations each of his fucceffors receiving from his tather that 
“his dominion, and this his name ; as did the Ptolemies in E- 
gypt. But the third was the moft powertul of them all, and 
was willing to avenge the defeat his forefather had received; 
o he made an expedition againft the Jews, and laid waite the 
city whichis called Samaria.” Nor did he err trom the truth ; 
for this is that Hadad who made the expedition againit Sama 
tia, in the reignot Aha!, king of Ifrael ; concerning whom 
we fhall {peak in dtie place hereafter. | | 
3. Now when David had made an expedition againft Da- 
mafcus, and the other parts of Syria, and had brought it all 
into fubjettion, and had placed garrifons in the country, and 
appointed that they fhould pay tribute, he returned home. 
He alfo dedicated to Gad at .Jerufalem, the golden quivers, 
the entire armour which the guards of Hadad ufed to wear, 
which Shifhak the king of Egypt took away when he fought 
with David's grand fon Rehoboam, with a great deal of other 
wealth which he carried out of Jerufalem. However, thefle 
things will ceme to be explained in their proper places here. 
after. Now, as for the king of the Hebrews, he was affifted 
by God, who zave him great fuccefs in his wars; and he 
made an expedition againit the beft cities of Hadadezer, Be- 
tah, and Machon : fo he took them by force, and laid them 
waite, Therein was found avery g-eat quantity of gold and 
filver, befides that fort af brais which is {aid to be more val. 
uable than gold ; of which brafs Solomon-made that large 
vellel which was called the: brazen fea, and thofe moft curt. 
ous davers, when he built the temple tor God. ΝΕ 
4. But when the king οἱ Hamath was informed of the ill 
fuccefs οἱ Hadadezer, and had heard of the ruin of his army, 
he was afraid on his own account, and refolved to makea 
league of friend{hip and fidelity with David before he fhould 
come againfthim; fo he fent to-him his fon Joram, and pro- 
feffed that he owed him thanks for his figliting againft Hadad- 
ezer, who was his enemy, and madea league with him of 
mutual affiftance and friendthip. He alfo fent him prefents, 
velfels of ancient workmanfhip, both of gold, of filver, and of 
brafs. So when David had made this league of mutual affift. 
ance with Toi (tor thag was the name of the king of Hamath), 
and had received the prefents he fent him, he difmiffed his‘fon 
with.that refpe€t which was due on both fides. Butthen David 
brought thofe prefents that were fent by him, as alfo the reft 
ot the gold and filver which he had taken of the cities whom 
he had conquered, and dedicated them toGod. Nor did God 
ive victory and fuccefs to him only when he went to the 
Battle himtelf, and led his own army, but he gave vidtory to 
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Abithai, the brother of Joab, general of his forces*, over the 
idumeans, and by him to David, when he fent him with an 
army into Idumea ; tor Abifhai deftroyed eighteen thoufand 
of them in the battle ; whereupon the king [ot Ifrael] placed 
garrifons through all Idumea, and received the tribute οἱ the 
country, and of every head among them. Now David was 
in his nature juft, and made his determination with regard to . 
truth. He had for the general of his whole army Joab ; and 
he made J ehothaphat, the fon of Ahilud, recorder. He alfo 
appoinied Zadok, of the family of Phineas, to be high-pneft, 
together with Abiathar, for he was his friend. He alfo made 
Seifan the fcribe ; and committed the command over the 
guards of his body to Benaiah, the fon οἱ Jehoiada. His elder 
fons were near his body, and had the care of it alfo. - 

- 5. He alfo called to mind the covenants and the oaths he had 
made with Jonathan, the fon of Saul, and the friendihip and 
affection Jonathan had for him ; for befides all the reft of his 
excellent qualities, with which he was endowed, he. was alfo 
exceeding mindful of fuch as had at other times beftowed ben- 
efits upon him. He therefore gave order that enquiry fhould 
be made, whether any of Jonathan’s lineage were living, to 
whom he might make return of that familiar acquaintance 
which Jonathan had had with him, and for whiclrhe was fill - 
debtor, And when one of Saul’s freed men was brought to 
him, who was acquainted with thofe of his family that were 
dtill living, he alked him, “ Whether he could tell him of any 
one belonging to Jonathan that was now alive, and capable of 
a requital of the benefits which he had received from Jona- 
than ?” And when he faid, “ That a fon of his was remaining, 
whofe name was Mephibofheth, but that he was lame of his 
feet ; for that when his nurfe heard that the father and grandta- 
ther of the child were fallen in the battle, {he f{natched him 
up, and fled away, and let him fall from her fhoulders, and 
his feet were lamed.” So when he had learned where, and by 
whom he was brought up, he fent meflengers to Machir, to 
the city of Lodebar, for with him was the fon ot Jonathan 
brought up, and fent for himto come to him. So when Me- 
phibofheth came to the king, he tell on his face and worfhip- 
ped him ; but David encouraged him, and bid him be of good 
cheer, and expett better times. So he gave him his father’s 
houfe, and all the eftate which his grandfather Saul was in 
poffeffion of, and bid him come and diet with him at his own 
table, and never to be abfent one day trom that table. And 


* By this great vidlory over the [dumeans or Edomites, the pofterity of Efau, 
and by the confequent tribute paid by that nation to the Jews, were the prophecies 
delivered to Rebecca befure Jacob and Efau were born, and by old Ifsac before 
his death, that the elder, Efau, or the Edomius, μον Jerve the younger, Jacob, 
or the I{raelites, and Jacob or the Ifraelites /hould be Efau’s, or the Edomites, the 
Lord remarkably fulfilled: See Antiq. B. VIII. ch. vii. § 6. Gen. xxv. 2g. and 
the notes on Antiq. B. I. .ch. xviii. § 5, 6. 
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when the youth had worfhipped him, on account of his words, 
and gifts given to him, he called for Ziba, and told him that he 
_ had given the youth his father’s houfe, and all Saul’s eftate. 
He alfo ordered that Ziba fhould cultivate his land, and take 
care of it, and bring him the profits of all to Jerufalem. Ac- 
cordingly David brought him to his table every day ; and be- 
ftowed upon the youth, Ziba and his fons, who were in num- 
ber fifteen, .and his fervants, who were in number twenty. 
When the king had made thefe appointments, and Ziba had 
worlhipped him, and promifed to doall that he had bidden him, 
he went his way ; fothat this fon of Jonathan dwelt at Jerufa- 
lem, and dieted at the king’s table, and had the fame care that 
a fon could claim taker of him. He alfo. had himfelf a fon, 
whom he named Micha. 


CHAP. VI. 
How the War was waged againft the Ammonites, and happily 


concluded. 7 


§ 1. HESE were the honours that fuch as were left of 
| Saul’s and Jonathan’s lineage received from David. 
About this time died Nahafh. the king of the Ammonites, who 
was a friend of David’s ; and when his fon had fucceeded his 
father inthe kingdom. David fent ambaffadors to him to com- 
fort him: and exhorted him to take his father’s death patient- 
ly, and to expeti that he would continue the fame kindnefs 
to himfelf which he had fhowed to his father. But the prin- 
ces of the Ammonites took this meflage’ in evil part, and not 
as David’s kind difpofitions gave reafon to take it, and they 
excited the king to refent it ; and {aid, that David had fent men 
to fpy out the country, and what ftrength it had, under the 
pretence of humanity and kindnefs. ‘They farther advifed 
him to have acare, and not to give heed to David’s words, 
left he fhould be deluded by him, and fo fal? into an inconfo- 
lable calamity. Accordingly Nahafh’s [fon }, the king of the 
Ammonites, thought thefe princes fpake what was more prob- 
able than the truth would admit, and fo abufed the ambaffa- 
dors after a very harfh manner ; tor he fhaved the one half of 
their beards, and cut off one half of their garments, and fent 
his an{wer not in words, but in deeds, hen the king of 
Ifrael faw this. he had indignation at it, and fhowed openly 
that he would not overlook this injurious and contumelious 
treatment, bute would make war with the Ammonites, and 
would avenge this wicked treatment of his ambafladors on 
their king. So that king’s intimate friends and commanders 
underftanding that they had violated their league, and were 
liable to be punithed for the fame, made preparation for war ; 
they alfo fent a thoufand talents to the Syrian king of Mefopo- 
tamia, and endeavoured to prevail with him to affift them tox 
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that pay, and Shobach. Now thefe kirgs had twenty thoufand 
footmen. They alfo hired the king of the country, called 
Maacak, and a fourth king, by name “οὗ ; which laft had 
twelve thoufand armed men. 

2. But Dawid was under no confternation at this confedes 
racy, nor at the forces of the Ammonites ;.and putting his 
truft in God, becaufe he was going to war tn ajutt caule on 
account of the injurious treatment he had met with, he imme- 
diately fent Joab, the captain of his hoft againft them, and 

ave him the flower of his army, who pitched his camp by 

abbath, the metropolis of the Ammonites ; ‘whereupon the 
enemy came out, and fet themfelves ip array, not all of them 
together, but in two bodies ; tor the auxiliaries were fet in 
array in the plain by themfelves, but the army of the Ammon- 
ites at the gates over againft the Hebrews. When Joab faw 
this, he oppofed one ftratagem again{t another, and chole out 
the moft hardy part of his men, and fet them in oppofition to 
the king of Syria, and the kings that were with him, and gave 
the other part to his brother Abifhai, and bid him fet them in 
oppofition to tlhe Ammonites ; and faid tohim That “ in cafe 
he fhotld fee that the Syrians diftreffed him, and were too 
hard for him, he fhould order his troops to turn about, and af- 
fift him ;” and he faid, That “πὸ himfelf would dothe fame 
to him, ifhe faw him in the like diftrefs trom the Ammonites.’ 
So he fent his brother before, and encouraged him to do eve- 
ry thing courageoufly, and with alacrity, which would teach 
them to be afraid of difgrace, and to fight manfully ; and fo he 
difmiffed him to fight with the Ammonites, while he fell upon 
the Syrians. And though they nrade ἃ ftrong oppofition tor a 
while, Joab flew many of them, but compelled the reft to be- 
take themfelves to flight ; which, when the Ammonites faw, 
and were withal afraid of Abifhai and his army, they ftaid no 
longer, but imitated their auxiliaries, and fled to the city. So 
Joab, when he had thus overcome the enemy, returned with 
great glory 10 Jerufalem tothe king. 

3. This defeat did not ftill induce the Ammonites to be 
‘quiet, nor to own thofe that were fuperior to them to be ἴο, 
‘and be ftill; but they fent to Chalaman the king of the Syrians, 

beyond Euphrates, ana hired him for an auxiliary. He had 
Shobach for the captain of his hoft, with eighty thoufand foot- 
men, and ten thoufand horfemen. Now when the king of the 
Hebrews underftood that the Ammonites had again gathered 
ἴο great an army together, he determined to make war with 
them no longer by his generals, but he paffed over the river 
Jordan himielf with all his army ; and when he met them he 
joined battle with them, and overcame them, and flew forty 
thoufand of their footmen, and feven thoufand of their horfe- 
men. He alfo wounded Shobach, the general of Chalaman’s 
forces, who died ot that ftroke ; but the people of Mefopota- 
mia, upon fuch aconclulion of the. battle, delivered them- 
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felves up to David, and fent him prefents, who at winter-time 
returned to Jerufalem.- But at the beginning οἱ the fpring 
he fent Joab, the captain of his hoft, to fight againft the Am- 
monites who over-ran: all their country. and aid it wafte, 
and fhut them up in their metropolis "Rabbah, and befieged 
them therein. 


͵ 


CHAP. VII. 


How David fellin love aith Bathfheba, and flew her hufoand 
: rah, for which hers reproved by Nathan. 


6 τ. BS David fell now into a very grievous fin, though 
he were otherwife naturally a righteous and a reli- 

| gious man, and one that firmly obferved the laws of our fa- 
thers: For when late in an evening he took.a view round him 
from the roof of hisroyal palace, where he ufed to walk at 
that hour, he faw a woman wabfhing herielf in her own houfe: 
fhe was one of extraordinary beauty, and therein furpaffed 
all other women ; her name was Bath/heba. So he was over- 
come by that woman’s beauty, and was notable to reftrain his 
defires butfent for her, and lay with her. Hereupon fhe 
' conceived with child, and fentto the king, that he fhould con- 
trive fome way tor concealing her. fin, ( for according to the 
laws of their fathers, fhe, who had been guilty of adultery, 
ought to be put to death). Sothe king fent for Joab’s ar- 
mour-bearer, trom the fiege, who was the woman’s hufband ; 
and his name was Uriah: and when he was come, the king in- 
quired of him about the army, and about the fiege ; and when 
he had made anfwer, that all their affairs went according to 
their wifhes, the king took fome portions of meattrom his 
fupper and gave them to him, and badehim go hometo his 


wite, and take his reft with her. Uriah did not do fo, but’ | 


flept near the king with the reft of hisarmour-bearers. When 
the king was intormed of this, he afked him why he did not 
o home to his houfe, and to his wife, after fo long an ab- 
ence ? which is thenatural cuftom of all men, when they 
come froma long journey. He replied, That it was not right, 
while his fellow-{foldiers, and the general of the army, flept up- 
on theground inthe camp and inan enemy’s country. that he 
fhould go and take his reft, and folace himfelf with his wife. 
So when he had thus replied, the king ordered him to ftay 
there that night, that he might difmifs him the next day to the 
general. So the king invited Uriah tothe fupper and after a 
cunning and dexterous manner, plied him with drink at fup- 
per, till -he was thereby difordered ; vet did he neverthelefs 
fleep at the king’s gates, without any inclination to go to his 
wife. Upon this the king was very angry at him ; and wrote 
to Joab, and commanded him to punith Uriah, for he τρᾷ 
OL, 4. 8 . ᾿" 
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him that he had offended him; and he fuggefted to him the 
manner in which he would have him punifhed, thatit might 
not be difcovered that he was himfelf the author of this his pun- 
ithment; forhe charged him to fet him over againft that part. 
of the enemy’s army where the attack would be the moft haz. 
ardous, and where he might be deferted, and be inthe great- 
eft jeopardy ; for he bid him orderhis fellow-foldiers to re- 
tire out of the fight. When he had written this to him,-and 
fealed the letter with his own feal he gave it to Uriah to carry 
it to Joab. When foab had received it, and upon reading it 
underftood the king's purpofe, be fet Unah im that place where 
he knew the enemy would be moft troublefome to them ; and 
gave him tor his partners fome ot the beft foldiers in the army 
and faid,that he would alfo come to theirafiifiance withthe whole 
army, that if poffiblethey might break down fome part of the 
wall, and enter the city. And he defired him to beglad of 
the opportunity of expofing himfelf to fuch great pains, and 
not to be difpleafed at it, fince he wasa valiant foldier, and 
had a great reputation for his valour, both with the king and 
with his countrymen. And when Uriah undertook the work 
he was fet upon with alacrity, he gave private orders to thofe 
who were to be his companions, that when they faw the ene- 
my makea fally, they fhould leave - him. When, therefore, 
the Hebrews made anattack upon the city, the Ammonites 
were afraid that the enemy might prevent thera and get up in- 
to the city, and this at the very place whither Uriah was or- 
dered, fo they exposed their beft foldiers to be inthe fore 
front, and opened their gates fuddenly, and fell upon the ene- 
my with great vehemence, and ran violently upon them. 
When thofe that were with Uriah faw this, they all retreated 
backwardas Joab had directed them before-hand ; but Uriah 
as afhamed to run away and leave his poft, fuftained the en- 
emy, and receiving the violence of their onfet, he flew man 
of them, but being encompa{fed round and caught in the mid 
of them, he was f{lain, and fome other of his companions were 
flain with him. ’ 

2. When this was done, Joab fent meflengers to the king, 
and ordered them to tell him, That δ he did what he could 
to take the city {.on, but that, as they made an affault on the 
wall, they had been forced to retire with great lofs.” And 
. bid them, ifthey faw the king was angry at it, to add this, thae 
** Uriah was flain alfo.” When the king had heard this of the 
meflengers, he took it hetnoufly, and fard, That “ they did 
wrong when they aflaulted the wall, whereas they ought by 
undermining, and other ftratagems of war, to endeavour 
the taking of the city, efpecially when they had before 
their eyes the example of Abimelech, the fon of Gideon, who 
would needs take the tower in Thebes by force, and was kil- 
bed by a.large ftone thrown at him by an old woman ; and al- 
though he was a man of great prowels, he died ignominioully 
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by the dangerous manner of his affault : That they fhould re- 
member this accident, and not come near the enemy’s wall, tor 
that the beft method of making war with fuccefs was to call to 
mind the accidents of former wars, and what good or bad fucs 
cefs had attended them in the like dangerous cafes, that fo they 
might imitate the one and avoid the other.”” But when the 
king was in this difpofition, the meffenger told him, that U- 
riah was flainalfo ; whereupon he was pacified. So he bid 
the metlenger go back to Joab and tell him, That ‘ this mus- 
fortune 15 no other than what is commou among mankind ; 
and that fuch is the nature, and {uch the accidents of war, ine 
fomuch that fometimes the enemy will have fuccefs therein, 
and fometimes others, but that he ordered him to go on fill in. 
his care about the fiege, that no ill accident might befal him 
in it hereatter ; that they fhould raife bulwarks, and ufe ma- 
chines in belieging the city ; and when they have gotten it, 
to.overturn its very foundations, and to deftroy all thofe that 
are in it.”. Accordingly the meflenger carried the king’s 
- gpeffage with which he was charged, and made hafte to ‘Joab. 
But Bathiheba, the wife of Uriah, when the was informed ot 
the death of her hufbdnd, mourned for his death many days ; 
and when her mourning was over. and the tears which jhe thed 
for Uriah were dried up, the king took her tu wife prefently, 
‘and a fon was born to him by her. 

3. With this marriage God was not well pleafed, but was 
thereupon angry at David; and he appeared to Nathan the 
: prophet in his fleep, and complained ot the king. Now Na~ 
than was a fair and prudent man ; and confidering that kings, 
when they fall into a paffion, are guided more by that paflion 
than they are by juftice, he refolved to conceal the threatnings 
that proceeded from God,and made a good natured difcourle to 
him, and this after che manner following : He defired that the 
king would give him his opinion in the following cafe : ‘‘ There 
were, faid he, twomen -inhabiting the iame city, the one οἵ 
them was rich, and [the other poor]; therich man had a great 
many flocks ot cattle, οἵ theep, and of kine, but the poor 
snan had but one ewe lamb ; this he brought up with his chil- 
dren, and let her eat her food with them, and he had the fame 
᾿ς patural affection for her which any one might have for a daugh- 
ter. Now upon the coming of a ftranger to the rich man, he 
would not vouchfafe to kill any of his own flocks, and thence 
feaft his friend, but he fent for the poor man’s lamb, and took 
her away from him, and made her ready for food, and thence 
feafted. the flranger.”” This difcourfe troubled the king ex- 
ceedingly ; and he denounced to Nathan, that “‘ this man was 
a wicked man who could dare to-do fuch a thing ; and that it: 
was but juft that he fhould reflore the lamb foretold, and be 
punithed with death for it alfo.”” Upon this Nathan immedi- 
ately faid that ‘‘ he was himfelt the man who ought to fuffer 
thoie punifhments, and that by his owa {entence, and that it 
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was he who had perpetrated this great and horrid crime. He 
alfo revealed to him, and laid betore him the anger of God a- 
gainft him, who had made him king over the army of the He- 
brews, and lord of all the nations, and thofe many and great 
nations rcund about him; who had formerly delivered him 
out of the hands of Saul, and had given him fuch wives as he 
had juitly and legally married ; and now this God was defpif- 
ed by him, and affronted by his impiety, when he had married, 
and now had another man’s.wife ; and by expofing her hul- 
band to the enemy, had really flain him ; that God would in- 
fhiét punifhments upon him on account of thofe inftanees of 
wickednels ; that his own wives {hould be forced by one οἵ 
his fons ; and thathe fhould be treacheroufly fupplanted by 
the fame fon ; and that although he had perpetrated his wick- 
ednefs fecretly, yet fhould that pumfhment which he was to 
undergo be inflicted publicly upon him ; that moreover, faid 
he, the child which was born to thee of her, fhall foon die.” 
W hen the king was troubled at thefe mellages, and fuficiently 
confgunded, and faid with tears and forrow, that he had fin- 
ned, (for he was without controverfy a pious man, and guilty 
of no fin at all in his whole Jife, excepting thofe in the matter 
of Uriah) God had compaflion on him, and was reconciled to 
him, and promifed that he would preferve to him both his life 


_and his kingdom : for he faid, that ‘* feelng he repented ofthe 


things he had done, he was no longer diipleafed with him.” 
So Nathan, when he had delivered this prophecy to the king, 
returned home. . ᾿ | 
4. However, God fent a dangerous diftemper upon the 
ehild that was born to David of the wife of Uriah ; at which 
the king was troubled and did not take any food for feven 
days, although his fervants almoi{t forced him to take it, but he 
clothed himtelt in a black garment, and tell down, and lay 
upon the ground in fackcloth, intreating God for the recov- 
ery of the child, for he vehemently loved the child’s mother. 
But when, onthe’ feventh day, the cmld was dead, the king’s 
fervants durft not tell him of it, as fuppofing that when ἢ 
knew it, he would ftill lefs admit of food, and other care o 
himfelt by reafon ot his grief at the death of his fon, fince 
when the child was only fick, he fo greatly afflitied himlelf, 
and grieved for him. But when the king perceived that his 
fervants were in diforder, and feemed to be affetied, as thofe 


‘are who are’ very defirous to conceal fomething, he underftood 


that the child was dead ; and when he had called one of his 
fervants to him, and difcovered that fo it was, he arofe up and 
wathed hifnfelf, and took a white garment, and came into the 
tabernacle of God. He alfo commanded them to fet {upper 
before him, and thereby greatly furprifed his kindred and ter- 
vants, while he did nothing of this when the child was fick, 
but did it all when he was dead. Whereupon having frit 
kegged leave to afk hima queitign, they beiought him to tell 


f 
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them the reafon of this his condu@ ; he then called them un- 
fkilful people ; and inftru€ted them how he had hopes of the 
recovery of the child while it was alive, and according] 
“did all that was proper for him to do, as thinking by [ἀκτῇ 
means to render God propitious to him, but that when the 
child was dead, there was no longer any occafion for grief 
which was then to no purpofe. ’”” When he had faid this, they 
commended the king’s wifdom and underftanding. He then 
went in unto Bathfheba his wife, and fhe conceived and bare © 
a fon ; and by the command ot Nathan the prophet, called his 
name~Solomon. | 
5. But Joab forely diftreffed the Ammonites in the fiege by 
cutting off their waters, and depriving them of other means 
of fubfiftence, till they were in the greateft want of meat and, 
drink ; tor they depended only on one {mall well of water, 
and this they durft not drink of too freely, left the fountain 
fhould entirely fail them. So he wrote to the king, and infor- 
med him thereot ; and perfuaded him to come himielf to take 
the city, that he might have the honour of the vittory. Upa 
on this letter of Joab’s, the king accepted of his good-will 
and fidelity, and took with him his army, and came to the de- 
ftruction ot Rabbah ; and when he had taken it by force, he 
ave it to his foldiers to plunder it, but he: himfelf took the 
Ring of the Ammonites crown, whofe * weight wasa talent of 
gold ; and it had in its middle a precious ftone called a fardo- 
nyx ; which crown David ever after wore on his own head. 
He alfo tound many other velfels in the city, and thofe both 
fplendid and of great price ; but as for the men he t tormen- 
ted them, and then deltroyed them : And when he had taken 
the other cities of the Ammonites by force, he treated them 
after the fame manner. 


. CHA P. VIII. 


How Abfalom murdered Amnon, who had forced his own fifter ; 
sandhow he was banifhed, and afterward recalled by David. 


§ 1. W HEN the king was returned to Jerufalem, a fad 

misfortune befel his houfe, on the occafion fol- 
lowing : He had a daughter, who was yet a virgin, and very 
handf{ome, infomuch that fhe furpaffed all the moft beautiful 


5. That a talent of gold was about 7 lib. weight, fee the defcription of the tem- 
les, chap. xiii. Nor could Jofephus we'l eftimate it higher, fince be here lays 
that David wore it on his head perpetually. 
+ Whether Jofephus faw the words of our copies, 2 Sam. xii. 41. aad 1 Chron. 
RX. 4. that David put the inhabitants, or at leaft the garrifon of Rabbah, and of 
the other Ammonite cities, which he befieged and took, under, or cut them with 
ws, andunder, or with harrows oftron, and under, or with axes of iron, axd- made 


m pafs through the brick kiln, is not here dire€tly expretled. fhe faw them, a 
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women ; her name was Tamar: She had the fame mother with 
Abfalom. ‘Now Amnon, David’s eldeft fon, fell in love with 
her, and being not able to obtain his defires, on account of her 
vuginiy, and the cuftody fhe was under, was much out of or- 
der ; nay, his grief fo eat up his body, that he grew lean, and 
his colour was changed. Now there was one Jonadab, a 
kinfman and triend of his, who difcovered this his paflion, 
tor he was an extraordinary wile man, and of great fagacity of 
mind. When theretore he faw that every morning Amnon 
was not in body as he ought to be, he came to him, and defi- 
red him to tell him what was the caufe of it: However, he 
faid, that he gueffed that it arofe from the paffion of love. Am- 
non conteiled his paffion, that he was in love witha fifter of 
his, who had the fame father with himfelf. So Jonadab fug- 
gefted to him by what method and contrivance he might ob- 
tain his detires ; tor he perfuaded him to pretend ficknels, and 
bid him, when his father fhould come to him, to beg of him 
that his filter might come and minifter to him, for if that were 
done, he fhould be better, and fhould quickly recover trom 
bis diftemper. So Amnon lay down on his bed, and preten- 
ded to be fick, as Jonadab had fuggefted. When his father 
came, and enquired how he did he begged of him to fend his 
filter to him. Accordingly he prefently ordered her to be 
brought to him ; and when {he was come Amnon bid her make 
cakes for him, and try them in a pan, and do it all with her 
own hands, becaufe he fhould take them better from her hand 

than trom any one's elfe.| So the knealed the flour in the 
ight of her brother, and made him cakes, and baked them in 
@ pan, and brought them to him ; butat that time he would 
not'tafte them, but gave order to his fervants to fend all that 
were there out of his chamber, becaufe he had a mind to .ree 
poie himlelt, free from tumult and difturbance. As foon as 
what he had commanded was done, he defired his fifter to 
bring his fupper to him into the inner parlour ; which, when 
the damfel had done, he took hold of her, and endeavoured 
to perfuade her to lie with him. Whereupon the damfel cried 
out, and faid, ““ Nay brother donot forceme, nor be fo wick- 
ed as to tran{grefs the laws, and bring upon thy felf the utmoft 
confufion. Barb this thy unrighteous and impure luft, from 
which our houfe will get nothing but reproach and difgrace. 
She alio advifedhim to {peak to his father about this affair, for 


it moft probable he did, he certainly expounded them of tormenting thefe Am- 
Monites to death, who were none of thoie feven nations of Canaan, whofe wicked- 
neishad rendered them incapable of mercy ; otherwite I fhould be inclinable to 
think, that the meaning, at healt asthe words are in Samuel, might only te this, that 

y were made the loweff flavcs, to work in jawing timter or fton , in harrowing 
the fields, in hewing timber, in making and burning bricks, and the like hard fere 
vices, but without taking away their lives. Wenever ellewhere, tbat I remember, 
meet with fuch methods of cruelty in putting m.n to death in all the bible, or in 
amy other ancient hiftory whativever ; nor do the words in Samuel feem naturally 
$0 sefer to any {uch thing. 
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he would permit him [to marry her].” This the (διὰ, as defi- 
rous to avoid her brother’s violent paffion at prefent. But he 
would not yield to her, but inflamed with love, and blinded 
with the vehemency of his paffion, he forced his fifter: Bue 
as foon as Amnon had fatisfted his luft,'he hated her immedi. 
ately , and giving her reproachful words, bid her rife upandbe - 
gone. And when fhe faid, That ‘‘ this wasa more injurious 
treatment than che former, 1f now he had forced her, he would 
not let her ftay with him till the evening, but bid her go away 
in the day-time, and while it was light, that fhe might meet 
with people that would be witneffes of her fhame.” he com- 
manded his fervant to turn her out of his houfe. Whereup- 
on fhe was forely grieved at the injury and violence that had 
been offered to. her, and rent her loofe coat (for the virgins of 
old time wore fuch loofe coats tied at the hands, and let down 
to the ankles, that the mner coats might not be feen), and 
{prinkled.afhes on her head ; and went up the middle of the 
city, crying out, and lamenting, for the violence that had been 
offered her. Now, Abfalom her brother happened to meet . 
her, and afked her, What fad thing had betallen her, that the 
was in that plight ὃ and when the had told him what injury 
had been offered her, he comforted her, and defired her to be 
- quiet, and to take all patiently, and not to efteem her bein 

corrupted by her brother as aninjury. So fhe yielded to ns 
advice, and left off her crying out, and difcovering the force 
offered her to the multitude : and fhe continued as a widow ᾿ 
with her brother Abfalom a long time. 

2. When David his father knew this, he was grieved at the 
aftions of Amnon’: But becaufe he had an extraordinary af- 
fe€tion for him, for he was his eldeft fon, he was compelled 
ποι to afffi€t him ; but Abfalom watched for a fit opportunity 

of revenging this crime upon him, for he thoroughly hated 
him. Now the fecond year after this wicked affair about his 
fifter was over, and Abfalom was about to go to fheer his own 
fheep at Baalhazor, which 1s acity in the portion of Ephraim, 
he befought his father, as well as_his brethren, to come and 
feaft with him. But when David excufed himfelf, as not be- 
ing willing to be burdenfome to him, Abfalom defired he 
would however fend his brethren ; whom he did fend accor- 
dingly. Then Abfalom charged his own fervants, that when 
they fhould fee Amnon difordered and drowfy with wine, and 
Ἢ εἶβου!ὰ give them ἃ fignal, they fhould fear nobody, but 

ill him. 

3. When they had done as they were commanded, the reft 
of his brethren were aftonifhed and difturbed, and were afraid 
tor themfelves. fo they immediately got on horfeback, and 

rode away to their father, But {omebody there was who pre- 
vented them and told their father they were all flain by Abfa- 
lom ; whereupon he was overcome with forrow, as tor fo ma- 
ny of his fons that were deftroyed at once, and that by thei 
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brother alfo;and by this confideration, that τὸ was their 
brother that appeared to have {lain them, he aggravated his for- 
row for them. Soheneither enquired what was the caufe of this 
flaughter, nor ftayed to hear any thing elfe, which yet 1t was but 
reafonabletohavedone,when fo very great,and by that greatnefs 
fo incredible a misfortune was related to him, he rent his 
clothes, and threw himfelf upon the ground, and there lay la- 
menting the lofs of all his fons, both thofe who, as he was in- 
formed were flain, and of him that flewthem. But Jonadab, 
the fon of his brother Shimeah, entreated him not to 
indulge his forrow fo far, for as to the reft of his fons he did 
not believe that they were flain, for he found nocaufe for 
fuch afufpicion ; but he faidit might deferve enquiry as to 
Amnon for it was not unlikely that Abfalom might venture to 
kill him on account of the injury he had offered to Tamar. 
In the mean time, a great noife of horfes. andatumult οἱ fome 
people that were coming, turned their attention to them ; 
they were the king’s fons, who were fled away from the feaft. 
So their father met them as*they were in their grief, and he 
himfelf grieved with them; but it was more than he expefted 
to fee thofe his fons again, whom he had a little betore heard 
to have perifhed. However, there were tears on both fides. 
They lamenting their brother who was killed, and the king 
lamenting his fon, who was killed alfo ; but Abfalom fled to 
Gefhur, to his: grandfather by his mother’s fide, who was 
king of that country, and he remained with him three whole 


ears. . 
; 4. Now David hada defign to fend to Abfafom, rot that he 
fhould come to be punifhed, but that he might be with him, 
for the effeéts of his anger were abated by length of time. It 
was Joab, the captain of his hoft, that chiefly perfuaded him 
fo to do ; for he fuborned an ordinary woman that was ftrick- 
_ en in age, to go to the king, in mourning apparel, who {aid thus 
to him: “ That two of her fons, in a courfe way, had fome 
difference between them, and that in the progrefs of that differ- 
ence, they came to an open quarrel, and that one was {mitten 
by the other, and was dead, and fhe defired him to interpofe in 
this cafe, and to do her the favour to fave this her fon from her 
kindred, who was very zealous to have him that had {lain his 
brother put to death, that fo fhe might not be farther deprived 
οἱ the hopes fhe had of being taken care of inher old age by 
him ; and that if he would hinder this {laughter of her fon by 
thofe that wifhed for it, he would do her a great favour, be- 
caufe the kindred would not be reftrained from their purpofe 
by any thing elfe than by thetear of him.” And when the king 
had given his confent to what the woman had begged of him, 
fhe made this reply to him: “1 owe thee thanks tor thy be- 
nignity to me in pitying my old age, and preventing the lofs 
ot my only remaining child; but in order to afflure me of this 
thy kindnefs, be firft reconciled to thine own fon, and ceafe tu 
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he angry with him ; tor how fhall I perfuade myfelf that thou 
haft really beftowed this favour upon me, while thou thyfelf ἢ 
continuelt atter the like manner in thy wrath tothine own fon? 
for it 18 a foolith thing to add wilfully another to thy dead fon, 
_ while the death of the other was brought about without any 
confent.” And now the king perceived that this pretended 
ftory.was a fubornation derived from - Joab, and was of his 
contrivance αὶ and when, upon enquiry οὗ the old woman, he 
underftood it to be fo in reality, he called for Joab, and told 
him he had obtained what he requefted according to his own 
mind ; and he bid him bring Abfalom back, tor he was not now 
difpleated, but had already ceafed to be angry with him. : So 
Joab bowed himfelf down to the king, and took his words kind 
y, and went immediately to Gefhur, and took Abfalom with 
him, and came to Jerufalem. : 
᾿ς However the king fent a meffage to hisfon before hand, 
as he was coming. and commanded him to retire to his own 
houfe, tor he was not yet in fuch a difpofition as to think fit at 
refent to fee him. Accordingly upon the tather’s command, 
re avoided coming into his prefence, and ‘contented himfelt 
with the refpe&s paid him by his own family only. Now, his 
beauty was not impaired, either by the grief he had been un- 
der, or by the want of fuch care as was proper to be taken of 
a king’s fon, for he ftill furpaffed and excelled all men in the 
tallnefs of his body. and was more eminent [in a fine appear- 
ance] than thofe that dieted the moft luxurioufly : and indeed 
fuch was the thicknefs of the hair of his head, that it was with 
difficulty that he was polled every-eighth day ; and his * hair 
weighed two hundred fheckels, which are five pounds. How- 
ever, he dwelt in Jerufalem two years, and becawe the fathér 
of three fons, and one daughter ; which daughter was of ver 
great beauty and which Rehoboam, the fon of Solomon, too 
to wife afterward, andhad by hera fon named Abijak. But 
Abfalom fent to Joab, and defired him to pacify his father ine 
tirely towards him ; and to befeech him to give him leave to 
come to him to fee him, and [peak with him. But when Jo- 
ab negle&ed fo todo, he fent fome of his own fervants, and 
fet fire to the field adjoining to him ; which, when Joab un- 
derftood, he came to Abfalom, and accufed him of what he 
had done ; and afked him the reafon why he did fo? To which 
Abfalom replied, That * I have found out this ftratagem that 
might bring thee to us, while thou haft taken no care to per- 


4 Of this weight of Abfalom’s hair, how in 20 or 20 years it might well ‘a 
mount to 200 theckels, or to fomewhat above 6 lib. averdupois, fee the Literal 
Accomplithment of Prophecies, page 77,78. But a late very judicious author 
thinks that the LX XII. meant not its weight. but its value was 200 fhekels. Dr 
Wall’s critical notes on the Old Teftameat upon 2 Sam. xiv, 26. It doesnot ap= 
pear what was Jolephus's opinion τ He ets the text down honeftly as he fonnd ie 
in his copies ; only he th ought that at the end of days, whea Ablalom polled of 
weighed his hair, was once a week, “ 
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form the injun@ion I Jaid upon thee, which was this to re- 
concile my father to me : And I really beg it of thee, now 
thou art here, to pacify my father as to me, fince I efteem 
my coming hither to be more grievous than my bamifhment, 
while my father’s wrath againi me continues.” Hereby Jo- 
ab was perfuaded, and pitied thé diftrefs that Abfalom was in, 
and became an interceflor with the king for him. And wher 
he had difcourfed with his father, he foon brought him to that 
_amicable difpofition towards Abfalom, that he prefently fent 
for him to come to him : And when he had caft Limfelf down 
upon the ground, and had begged for the forgivenefs of his 
offences, the king railed him up, and promifed him to forget 
what he had formerly done. 


CHAP. ΙΧ, 


Concerning the infarredlion of Abfalom againft David s and 
concerning Ahithophel and Hufhai ; and concerning Ziba and 
Shinar ; and how Ahithophel hanged himfelf. 


δ 1. ΝΟΥ Abfalom upon this his fuccefs with the king, 
procured to himfelf a great many horfes, and many 
chariots, and that in a little time alfo. He had moreover fifty 
armour-bearers that were about him, and hecame early every 
day to the king’s palace, and {pake what wae agreeable to {uc 
as came for juftice, and loft their caufes, as if that happened 
for want of good counfellors about the king, or perhaps be- 
eaufe the judges miftook in that unjuft fentence they gave ; 
whereby he gained the good will of them all. He told them 
that had he but fuch authority committed to him, he would 
diftribute juftice to them ina moft equitable manner. When 
he had made himfelf fo popular among the multitude, he 
thought he.had already the good will of the people fecured to 
him ; but when * four years had paffed fince his father’s re- 
conciliation to him, he came to him, and befought him to give 
him leave to go to Hebron, and pay a facrifice to God, be- 
caufe he vowed it to him when he fled out of the country. So 
when David had granted his requeft, he went thither, and 
_ great multitudes came running together to him, for he had 
tent to a great number [0 to do. . 
_ 2. Among them came Ahithophel the Gilonite, a counfelz 
lor of David’s, and two hundred men out of Jerufalem itfelf, 


® This is one of the heft corrections that Jofephus’s copy affords π of a text that 
im our ordinary copies is grofsly corrapted. They fay, that this rebellion of Ab- 
falom was 40 yeas after what went before (of his reconciliation to his father) 
whereas the feries of the hiftory fhews it could not be more than four years after 
it, as herein Jofephus ; whofe number is dire&tly confirmed by that copy of the” 
ες Scptuagint verfion wheace the Armeuian tranflation was made, which gives us the- 
fame imall number of four years. 
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who knew not his intentions, but were fent for as to ἃ facri- 
fice. Sohe was appointed king by all of them, which he ob- 
tained by this ftratagem. As foon as this news was brought 
to David, and he was informed of what he did not expe& 
from his fon, he was affrighted at this his impious and bold 
undertaking, and wondered that he was fo tar from remem- 
bering how his offence had been fo lately forgiven him, that 
he undertook much worfe and more wicked enterprifes ; fir 
to deprive him of that kingdom which was given him of God; 
and fecondly, to take away his own father’s life. He theretore 
refolved to fly to the parts beyond Jordan: So he called his 
mott intimate friends together, and communicated to them all 
that he had heard of his fon’s madnefs. He committed him- 
felf to God, to judge between them about all their actions ; 
and left the care of his royal palace to his ten concubines, an 
went away from jerufalem, being willingly accompanied by 
the reft ot the multitude, who went haftily away with him, 
and particularly by thofe fix hundred armed men, who had 
been with him trom his firft flight in the days of Saul: But 
he perfuaded Abiathar, and Zadok, the high priefts, who had 
determined to go away with him, as alfo all the Levites, who 
were with the ark, to flay behind, as hoping that God would “ 
deliver him without its removal ; buthe charged them to let 
him know privately how all things went on: And he had 
their fons, Ahimaaz the fon of Zadok, and Jonathan the fon 
of Abiathar, for faithful minifters in all things ; but Ittai the 
Gittite went out with him whether David would let him or 
mot, for he would have perfuaded him to ftay, and on that ac- 
count he appeared the moft friendly to him. But as he was 
afcending the mount of Olives baretooted, and all his compa- 
ny were in tears, it was told him that Ahithophel was with 
Abfalum, and was of his fide. This hearing augmented his 
grief ; and he befought God earneltly to alienate the mind ot 
Abfalom from Ahithophel, for he was afraid that he fhould 
perfuade him to tollow his pernicious counfel, tor he was a 
prudent man, and very fharp in feeing what was advantageous. 
hen David was gotten upon the top o! the mountain, he took 
a view of the city ; and prayed to God with abundance of tears, 
as baving already loft his kingdom : And here it was that a 
faithful triend of his, whofe name was Huthai, met him. 
When David faw him with his clothes rent, and having alhes 
all over his head, and in lamentation tor the great change of 
affairs, he com orted him, and exhorted him to leave off griev- 
ing ; nay, at length he befought him to go back to Ablalom 
and appear as one of his party, and to πίῃ out the fecrete 
countels ot his mind, and to contradié& the counfels of Ahith- 
ophiel, for that he could not do him fo much good by being 
with him as he might by being with Abfalam. So he was ° 
prevailed:on by David, and left him, and came to Jerufalem, 
whither Abfalom himfelf came allo a little while afterward. 
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.' When David was gone a little farther, there met hum 
Ziba, the fervant of Mephibofheth, (whom he had fent'to take 
care of the poffeflions which had been given him, as the fon 
of Jonathan, the fon of Saul), witha couple of affes, loaden 
with provifions, and defired him to take as much ot them as 


“he and_ his tollowers ftood in need of. And whenthe kin 


afked him where he had lett Mephibotheth ? he “ faid, he ha 
*‘ ‘lett him in Jerufalem expetting to be chofen king in the 
*prefent confufions, in remembrance of the benefits Saul had 
‘* conférred uponthem.” At this the king had great indigna- 
tion, and gave to Ziba all that he had formerly beftowed on 
Mephibatheth, for he determined that it was much fitter that 
he ihould have them than the other ; at which Ziba greatly re- 
oiced. 
; 4. When David was at Bahurim, a place fo called, there 
came out a kinfman οἱ Saul’s, whofe name was Shimei, and 
threw ftones at him, and gave him reproachful words ; and as 
his friends flood about the king and prote&ted him, he perfe- 
vered {till more 1n his reproaches, and called hima bloody man, 
and the author of all forts of mifchief. He bid him alfo “ ξο 
out of the land as an impure and accurfed wretch ; and he 
thanked God for depriving him of his kingdom, and caufing 
him to he punifhed for what injuries he had done to his maf- 
ter[ Saul |, and this by the means of his own fon.” Now 
when they were all provoked againft him, and angry at him, ᾿ 
and particularly Abifhai, who had a mind to kill Shimei, Da- 
vid reftrained his anger, “ Let us not, faid he, bring upon our- 
felves another frefh misfortune to thofe we have already, for 
truly [have not the leaft regard or concern for this dog that 
raves at me: I fubmit myfelf to God, by whofe permiffion 
this man treats me in fuch a wild manner : Nor is it any won- 
der that I am obliged to undergo thefe abufes from him, while 
I experience the like from an impious fon of my own ; but 
perhaps God will have fome commiferation upon us, if it be 
his will we fhall overcome them.” So he went on his way 
without troubling himfelf with Shimei, who ran along the oth. 
er fide of the mountain, and threw out his abufive language 
plentifully : But when David was come to Jordan, he allow- 
ed thofe that were with him ta refrefh themfelves ; for they 
were weary. 

5. But when Abfalom, and Ahithophel his counfellor, 
were come to Jerufalem, with all-the people, David’s friend, 
Huthai, came to them ; and when he had worlhipped Abfalom, 
he witltal withed that his kingdom might laft a long time, and 
continue for all ages. But when Abfalom faid tohim, “ How 
€omes this, that he who was fo intimate a friend of my father’s, 
and appeared faithtul to him in all things, is not with him now, 
but hath left him, and is come over to me ?” Huthai’s anfwer 
was Very pertinent and prudent; for he faid,“‘ We ought to 
follow God and the multitude of the people ; while thefe, 
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therefore, my lord and mafter, are with thee, it is fit that I 
fhould follow them, for thou haft received the. kingdom from 
God, 1 will therefore, if thou believeft me to be thy friend,- 
fhew the fame fidelity and kindnefs to thee, which thou knew- 
eft 1 have fhewed to thy father :- Nor is there any reafon to 
be in the leaft diffatisfied with the prefent ftate of affairs, for 
the kingdom is not transferred into another, but remains ftill 
in the fame tamily, by the fon’s receiving it alter his father:” 

This fpeech perfuaded 

And now he called Ahithophel, and confulted with him what 

he ought to do ; he perfuaded him to go in unto his father’s 

concubines ; for he faid, that “ by this action the people would 

believe that thy difference with thy father is irreconcileable, ' 
and will thence fight with great alacrity againit thy tather, for 

hitherto they are atraid of taking up open enmity againft him, 

out of an expedtation that you will be reconciled again.” Ac- 

cordingly Abfalom was prevailed on by this advice, and come 

manded his fervants to pitch him a tent upon the top of the 

royal palace, inthe fight of the multitude ; and he went in and 

lay with his father’s concubines. Now this came to pafs ac- 
cording to tlhe predi€tion ot Nathan. when he prophefied and 

fignified to him, that his fon would rife up in rebellion again 


im. 

-6. And when Abfalom had done what he was advifed to by 
Ahithophel, he defired his advice in the fecond place, about 
the war againft his father. Now, Ahithophel only afked him, 


to let him have ten thoufand chofen men, and he promifed he . 


would flay his father, and bring the foldiers back again in 
fatety ; and he faid, that ‘* then the kingdom would be firm to 
him when David was dead,{ but not otherwife].” Abfalom 
was pleafed with this advice ; and called for Huthai, David’s 
friend, ( for fo did he ftile him),and informing him of the opin- 
ion ot Ahithophel, he afked farther what was his opinion con- 
cerning that matter? Now, he was ferfible that it Ahitho- 
phel’s counfel was followed, David would be in danger ot be- 
ing feized on and flain; fo he attempted to introduce _a‘con- 


trary opinion, and faid, “ Thou art not unacquainted, O king, - 


with the valour οὗ thy father, and of thofe that are now with 
him ; that he hath made many wars, and hath always come off 
with vitory, though probably he now abides in the camp, 
: for he 1s very fkiltul in ftratagems, and in forefeeing the de- 
ceitful tricks of his enemies, yet will he leave his own foldiers 
in the evening, and will either hide himfalf in fome valley, or 
will place an ambufh at fome rock ; fo that when our arnry joins 
battle with him his foldiers will retire for a little while, but 
will come upon us again, as encouraged by the king’s being 
near them, and in the mean time your father will {hew him- 
felf fuddenly in the time of the battle, and will infufe courage 
into his own people when they are in danger, but bring con- 
Rernation to thine. Confider, therefore, my advice, and rea- 


Abialom, who before fulpetted Hutbai. * 
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fon upon it, and if thou canft not but acknowledge it to be the 
beft, reject the opinion of Ahithophel. Send to the entire 
country of the Hebrews. and order them to come to fight with 
ehy father; and do thou thyfelf take the army, and be thine 
own general in this war, and do not truft its management to 
another ; then expe& to conquer him with eafe, when thoa 
evertakeft him openly with his few partifans, but haf thyfelf 
many ten thoufands, who will be defirous to demonftrate to 
- thee their diligence and alacrity. And if the father fhall thut 
himfelf up in fome city, and bear a fiege, we will overthrow 
that city by machines of war, and by undermining it.” When 
Huthai_ had faid this, he obtained his point againft Ahithophel 
for his opinion was preterred by Abfalom before the other’s : 
However, it was no other than * God who made the counfel 
ot Hufhai appear befi to the mind of Abfalom. ; 

ἡ. So Huthai made hafte to the high priefts, Zadok and Α- 
biathar, and told them the opinion o Ahithophel, and his 
pwn, and that the refolution was taken to follow this latter ad- 
vice. Hetheretore bid them fend to David, and tell him of it, 
gnd_-to inform him of the counfels that had been taken ; and to 
defire him farther to pafs quickly over Jordan, Jeft his fon 
fhould change his mind, and make hafte to purfue him, and 
fo prevent him, and feize upon him before he be in fafety. 
Now, the high priefts had their fons concealed in a proper 
place out of the city, that they might carry news to David of 
what was tranfaéted. Accordingly they fent a maid fervant 
‘whom they could truft, to them, to carry the news of Abfa- 

_4om’s counfels, and ordered them to fignify the fame to David. 
with all fpeed. So they made no excufe nor delay, but tak- 
ing along with them their father’s injun@ions, became pious 
and faithful minifters, and judging that quicknefs and fudden- 
nefs was the bef mark of faithful fervice, they made hafte to 
meet with David ; but certain horfemen faw them when they 
were two furlangs from the city, and informed Abfalom of 
them, who immediately fent fome to take them:; but when the 
fons of the high priefts perceived this, they went out of the 


® This refleGion of Jofephus’s that God brought to nought the dangerous cous- 
fel of Ahithophel, end direQly tnfatuated wicked Abfalom to rejeé it, (which ἐπ: 
fatuation is what the {cripture itiles the Judicial hardening the hearts and blinds 
the eyes of men, who, by their former voluntary wickedne{s, have jufily deierve 
to be deftroyed, and are thereby brought to deftrudtion,) isa very juft one, and in 
him not unfrequent. Nor does Jofephus ever puzzle himfelf, or perplex his read- 
ers, with fubtie hypotheis asto the manner of fuch judicial infatuations by God, 
while the juftice of them is gencrally fo obvious. That peculiar manner of the die 
wine operations,or permissions, or the meaxs God makes ule of in fachcafes, is often 
impenetrable by us. ‘Secret things belong to the Lord our God ; but thofe 
ehings that are revealed belong to us, and to our children, forever, that we may de 
all the words of this law,” Deut. xxix. a9. Nor dave all the fubtleties of the mod. 
ems fo far δὲ I fee given any confiderable light in this, and many other the like 
points of difficulty relating either to divine or buman operations. See alfo the 
motes om Antiq. B, V. ehap. i ὁ a. and Aatiq. B. IX. chap. iv. § g, 
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q 
road, and betook themfelves to a certain village ; that village 
was called Bahurzm ; there they defired a certain woman to 
hide them, and afford them fecurity. Accordingly fhe let 
the young men down by a rope intoa well, and laid fleeces of 
wool over them ; and when thofe that purfued them came to 
her, and afked her whether fhe faw them ? fhe did not deny 
that fhe had feen them, tor that they ftayed with her fome 
time, but fhe faid, they then went their ways; and fhe fore- 
told, that, however, if they would follow them direfily, they 


would catch them. But when after a long purfuit they could - 


not catch them, they came back again ; and.-when the woman - 


Jaw thofe men were returned, and that there was no longer a- 
ny fear of the young men’s being caught by them, fhe drew 
them up by the rope, and bid them go on theirjourney, Ac- 
cordingly they ufed great diligence in the profecution of thas 
journey. and came to David and informed him accurately o 

all the counfels of Ablalom. So he commanded thofe that 
were with him to pafs over Jordan while it was night, and aot 
to delay at all on that account. 

8. But Ahithophel, on rejeétion of his advice, got upon his 
afs and rid away to his own country Gilon; and calling hi 
family together, he told them diftin@ly what advice he had 
given Abfalom ; and fince he had not been perfuaded by it, he 
aid he would evidently perifh, and this in no long time, an 
that David would overcome him and return to his kingdom, 
again ; fo he faid it was better that he fhould take his own life 
away with freedom and magnanimity than expofe himfelf to 
be punifhed by David, in oppofition to whom he had a€ted, en- 
tirely for Abfalom. When he had difcourfed thus to them, he. 
went into the inmoft room οἱ his houfe and hanged himfelf ; 
and this was the death of Ahithophel, who was felf-condemn- 
ed ; and when his relations had taken him down from the hal. 
ter, they took care of his funeral. Now, as for David, he paff- 
ed over Jordan, as we have {aid already, and came to Maha- 
naim, a very bne and very ftrong city ; and all the chief men 
of the country received him with great pleafure, both opt of 
the fhame they had that he fhould be forced to flee away [ from 
Jerufalem], and out of the refpeét they bare’him while he 
was in his tormer profperity. Thefe were Barzillai the Gil- 
eadite, and Siphar the ruleramong the Ammonites, and Ma- 
chir the principal man of Gilead ; and thefe furnifhed him 
with plentiful provifions-for himfelf and his followers, info- 
much that they wanted no beds nor blankets for them, nor 
loaves of bread nor wine; nay, they brought them a great 
many cattle for flaughtér and afforded them what furniture they 
wanted fortheir retrefhment when they were weary, and for 

food, with plenty of other neceflaries, 
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CHAP. X. 


How when Abfalom was beaten, he was caught in a tree by his 
- hair, and was flain, 


4 τ. ND this was the ftate οἵ David and his followers : 
but Abfalom got together a vaft army of the He. 

brews to oppofe his father, and paffed therewith over the river 
Jordan and fat down not far off Mahanaim, in the country of 
ilead. He appointed Amafa to be captain of all his hoft 
inftead of Joab his kinfman: his father was Ithra and_his 
mother Abigail: Now fhe and Zeruiah, the mother of Joab 
. were David’s fifters. But when David had numbered his fol- 
lowers, and found themto be about four thoufand, he refolved 
not to tarry till Abfalom attacked him, but fet over his men 
captains of thoufands, and captains of hundreds, and divided | 
his army into three parts ; the one part lie committed to Joab, 
the next to Abifhai, Joab's brother, and the third to Ittai, Da- 
vid’s .companion and friend, but one that came from the city 

Gath. And when he was defirous of fighting himfelf amon 
them, his friends would not let him; andthis refufal o 
theirs was founded upon very wife a&ions : “ For. faid they 
**if we be conquered when he is with us, we have [oft all good 
** hopes of recovering ourfelves ; but if Wwe flould be beaten in 
“ one part of our army, the other parts may retire to him, and 
**may thereby prepare a greater force, while the enemy will 
“naturally fuppofe that he hath another army with him.” So 
David was plealed with this their advice, and refolved himfelf 
to tarry at Mahanaim. And ashe fent his friends and com- 
manders to the battle, he defired them to thew al! poffible 
alacrity and fidelity, and to bearin mind what advantages they 
received from him, which though they had not been very 
great, yet had they not been quite inconfiderable ; and he beg- 
d of them to {pare the young man Ablalom, left fome mis- 
chief fhould befal himfelfit he thould be killed. And thus 
did he fend out his army to the battle, and wifhed them viétory 
therein. ° "" 

Ὁ 2. Then did Joab put his army in battle array over againf 
the enemy in thegreat plain, where he hada wood behind him. - 
Abfalom alfo brought his army into the field to. oppofe him. 
Upon the joining of the battle both fides fhewed great a@tions 
with their hands and their boldnefs; the one fide expos- 
ing themfelves to the greateft hazards, and ufing their utmoft 
alacrity that David might recover his kingdom, and the other 
being no way deficient, either in doing or fuffering that Ab. 
falom might not be deprived of that kingdom, and be brought 
to punifhment by ‘his father, for his impudent attempt againft 
him. Thofe allo that were the moff numerous were 
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folicitous that they might not be conquered by  thofe 
few that were with Joab, and with the other commanders, be- 
caufe that would be the greateft difgrace to them, while Da- 
vid’s foldiers flrove greatly to overcome fo many ten thou- 
fands as the enemy had with them. Now David’s men were 
conquerors, as fuperior in ftrength and {kill in war ; fo they 
followed the others as they fled away through the forefts and ° 
vallies, fome they tvuok prifoners and many they flew, and 
more inthe flight than in the battle, for there ‘fell abouttwen- - 
ty thoufand that day. But all David’s men ran violently up- 
on Abfalom, for he was eafily known by his beauty and tall- 
nefs. He was himfelt alfo afraid left his enennes fhould 
{eize on him, fo he got upon the king’s mifle, and fled ; but as 
he was carried with violence, and noife, and a great motion as 
being himfelt light, {he entangled his hair greatly in the large 
boughs ofa knotty tree that {pread a great way, and there Fe 
hung after a furprifing manner ; and as forthe beaft it went on 
farther, and that {wiftly, as if his mafter had been {till upon 
his back, but he hanging in the air upon the boughs, was taken 
by his enemies. Now when one of David's foldiers faw this he 
informed Joab of it ; and when the general faid, that ‘if he had 
fhot at and killed Abfalom, he would have given him fifty 
fheckles.” He replied, “1 would not have killed my mafter’s 
fon if thou wouldit have given me a thoufand fheckles, efpe- 
- cially when he defired that the young man might be fpared in 
the hearing of usall.” But Joab bad him fhew him where it 
was that he faw Abfalom hang ; whereupon he fhot himto the 
heart, and flew him, and Joab’s armour bearers ftood round 
about the tree, and pulled down his dead body, and caft it in- 
to a great chafm that was out of fight, and laid an heap of 
ftones upon him, till the cavity was filled up, and had boththe 
appearance and the bignefs ofa grave. Then Joab founded a 
retreat, and recalled his own foldiers from purfuing the ene- 
my’sarmy, in order to fpare their countrymen. 

3. Now Abfalom had ereéted for himfelf a ftone marble pil- 
Jar in the king’s dale two furlongs diftant from Jerufalem, 
which he named Abfalom’s Hand, faying, that if his.children 
were killed, his name would remain by that pillar; for he had 
three fonsand one daughter, named Tamar, as we faid before, 
who, when (he was marriedto David’s grandfon, Rehoboam,bare 
a fon, Abijah by name, who fucceeded his father inthe king- 
dom : But of thefe we fhall {peak ina part of our hiftory which 
willbe more proper. After the death of Abfalom, they re- 
turned every one to their own homes refpeftively. _ 

But now Ahimaaz, the fon ot Zadok the high-prieft, 
went to Joab, and defired he would permit him to goand tell 
David of this viétory, and to bring him the good news that 
God had afforded his affiftance and his Providence to him. 
However he did not grant his requeft; but faid to him, 
“ Wile thou that hall always been the mefflenger of good 

et. I. " | 
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news, now go and acquaint the king that his fon is dead ?” 
So he defired him to defift. He then called Cufhi, and com- 
mitted the bufinefs to him, that he fhould tell the king what he 
had feen. But when Ahimaaz again defired him to let him 
go asa meffenger, and affured him that he would only relate 
what concerned the viftory, but not concerning the death of 
Abfalom, he gave him leave to goto David. Now he took 
a nearer road than the former did, for nobody knew it but 
himfelf, and he came before Culhi. Now as David was fit- 
ting between * the gates, and waiting to fee when fomebod 
would come to him trom the battle, and tell him how it 
went, one of the watchmen faw Ahimaaz running, and hetore 
he could difcern who he was, he told David that he faw fome- 
body coming to him, who faid, he was a good meflenger. A 
little while after he informed him, that another meffenger fol- 
lowed him; whereupon the king faid that he was alfo a good 
meflenger: But when the watchman faw Ahimaaz, and that 
he was already very near, he gave the king notice thatit was 
the fon of Zadok the high-prieft, who came running. So Da- 
vid was very glad, and faid, “ He was a meflenger of good ti- 
dings, and brought him fome fuch news trom the battle as he 
defired to hear.” 

5 While the king was faying thus, Ahimaaz appeared and 
worfhipped the king. And when the king enquired of him a- 
bout the battle, he 1414,“ He brought him the good news of 
viditory and dominion.” And when he enquired what he had 
to fay concerning his fon, he faid, That ‘t he came away cn 
the furdden as foon as the enemy was defeated, but that he 
heard a great noife of thofe that purfued Abfalom, and that he 
could learn no more, becaufe of the hafte he made when Joab 
fent him toinformhim of the vittory.” But when Cubhi 
was come, and had worfhipped him, and informed him of the 
victory ,he afked him about his fon ; who replied, ‘* May the like 
misfortune befal thine enemies as hath betallen Abfalom.” 
‘That word did not permit either himfelf or his foldiers to _re- 
juice for the vi€tory, though it was a very great one, but Da- 
vid went up tothe higheft part of { the city, and wept for his 


* The reader need not be furprifed at this accoant of David's throne both here, 
aid 2 Sam. xviii. 24. that it was dctween two gates or portals, gates being in cit- ~ 
ics. as well as at the temple, large open places, with a portal at the entrance and a 
nother at the exit, between which judicial caufes were heard, and public conful- 
tations taken, and as it is well known’ from feveral places of {cripture, 2 Chron- 
χχχὶ. «. Pfal. ix 14. cxxvii. 5. Prov. i. a1. vili. 5. 24. xxxi. 23, and ofter 
elfewhere. 

+ Since David was now in Mabanaim, aad in the open place of ἴδηι city gate, 
which f{eems ftill to have been built the higheft of any part of the wall, and fince 
our other copies fay he went up to the chamber over the gate, a Sam. xviii. gg. § 
think we ought to corre our prefent reading in Jofepbus, and fer city fhould read 
gate, i. ε. inftead of the highelt part of the city, fhould fay the high-ft part of the 
gate. Accordingly we find David frelently in Jofephus, as well as in our other 
copies, ¢ Sam. xix. ὃ. fitting as before in the gate of the city. 
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fon, and beat his breaft tearing [the hairof |his head, and ἰοτ- 
menting himfelf all manner of ways, and crying out, “Ὁ my 
fon, I with that I had died myfelf, and ended my days with ‘ 
thee Τ᾿ For he was of a tender natural affeftion, and had’ ex- 
traordinary compaffion for his fonin particular. But when 
the army and Joab heared that the king mourned for his fon, 
_ they were afhamed to enter the city in the habit of conquerors, 
but they all came in as_caft down, and in tears as if they had 
been beaten. Now while the king covered himfelf, and grie- 
voully lamented his fon, Joah went in to him, and comforted 
him, and faid, ‘ O my lord the king, thou art not aware that 
thou layeft a blot on thyfelt by what thou now doeft, for 
thou feemeft to hate those that love thee, and undergo dangers 
for thee, nay, to hate thy felf and thy family, and to love those 
that are thy bitter enemies, and to delire the company of those 
that are no more, and who have been juftly flain ; for had Ab- 
falom gotten the victory, and firmly fettled himfelf in the king- 
dom, there had been none of us lelt alive, but all of us, begin- 
ing withthyfelf and thy children, had miferably perifhed, 
while our enemies had not wept for us, but rejoiced over us, 
and punifhed even thofe that pitied us in our misfortunes ;and 
thou art not afhamed to do this tn the cafe of one that has been 
thy bitter enemy, who, while he was thine own fon, hath 

roved fo wicked tothee. Leave off, therefore thy unrea- 
fonable griet, and come abroad and be feen by thy foldiers, 
and return them thanks forthe alacrity they fhewedin the 
fight ; for I myfelt will this day perfuade the people to leave 
thee and togivethe kingdom toanother, if thou continueft to. 
do thus ; and then I thall make thee to grieve bitterly and in 
‘earneft.” Upon Joab’s {peaking thus to him, he made the 
king leave off his forrow ; and brought him to the confidera- 
tion of his affairs. So David changed his habitand expofed 
himfelt in a manner fit to be feen by the multitude, and fat at 
the gates ; whereupon all the people heard of it, and ran to- 
gether to him,and faluted him. And this was the prefent 
dtate of David's affairs. 


CHAP, XI, 


How David, when he had recovered his kingdom, was reconcil- 
ed to Shima, and to Ziba ; and fhowed a great affection te 
Barztlla: ; And how, upon the, rife of ἃ Jedition, he'made 
Amafa captain of his hoft, in order to purfue Sheba; whick 
Amafa was Slain by Foad. 


4 τ. ΟΥΝ thofe Hebrews that had been with Abfalom, 

and had retired out of the battle, when they were.all 
returned home, fent meffengers to every city to put them im 
mind of what benefits David had beftowed upon them, and ot 


= 
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that liberty which he had procured them by delivering them 
from many and great wars. Butthey complained, that where- 
as they had ejected him out of his kingdom, and committed 
it to another governor, which other governor whom they had 
fet up, was already dead, they did nut now befeech David to 
leave off his anger at them, andto become triends with.them 
and, as he uled to do, to refume the care of their affaira, an 
take the kingdom again, This wasotten toldto David. And 
this notwithitanding, David fent to Zadok and A biatbar the 
highpriefts, that they fhould {peak to the rulers of the tribe of 
Judah after the manner following : That “‘ it would be a re. 
proach upon them to permit the other tribes to choofe David 
or their ing before their tribe, and this, faid he, while you 
are akin to him, and of the fame common blood.” He com- 
manded them alfo to fay the fame to Amafa, the captain of 
their forces, That “ whereas he was his fifter’s fon, he had not 
perfuaded the multitude to reftore the kingdom to David : 
That he might expett from him not only a reconciliation, for 
that was already granted, but that fupreme command of the ar- 
my alfo which Abfalom had beftowed upon him.” Accord- 
ingly the high-priefts, when they had difcourfed with the ru- | 
lers of the tribe, and faid what the king had ordered them, 
perfuaded Amafa to undertake the care of his affairs. So he 
perfuaded that tribe to fend immediately ambaffadors to him, 
tobeleech him to return to his own kingdom. The fame did 
all the Hraelites, at the luke perfuafion ot Amafa. 

2. When the ambafladors came to him, he came to Jerufa- 
lem ; and the tribe of Judah was the firft that came to meet the 
king at the river Jordan. And Shimei, the fon of Gera, came 
with athoufand men; which he brought with him out of the tribe 
of Benjamin, and Ziba, the freed man of Saul, with his fons, 
fittecen in number, and with his twenty fervants. . All thefe, 
as well as the tribe of Judah, laid a bridge[ of boats.| over the 
river. that the king, and thofe that were with him, might with 

.eafe pals over it. BY ow as foon as he was come to Jordan, the 
tribe of Judah faluted him. Shimei alfo cameupon the bridge, 
and took hold of his feet. and prayed him “τὸ forgive him 
what he had offended, aud not to be too bitter againft him nor 
to think fit to make him the firft example of feveraty under hia 
new authority, but to confider that he had repented ot his fail- 
ure of duty ; and had taken care to come firit of all to him.” 
While he was thus eutreating the king, and moving him to 
compaflion, Abithai, Joab’s brother, faid, ‘ And fhall not 
this man die for this, that he hath curfed that king whom God 
hath appointed to reign over‘us >”? But David turned him- 
felf to him and faid, “" Will you never leave off, ye fons of 
Zeruiah ? Do not you, I pray, raife new troubles and fedi- 
tions among us, now the former are over ; for I would not 
have you ignorant that I this day begin my reign, and there- 
tore {wear to remit to all offenders their punifhments, and not 


-- 
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to animadvert on any one that has finned. Be thou therefore, 
faid he, O Shimei, of good courage, and do not at all fear be- | 
ing pat to death.” So he worfhipped him, and went on be- 
fore him. | 

3. Mephibofheth alfo, Saul’s grandfon, met David, cloth- 
ed in a fordid garment, and having his hair thick and negle@- 
ed ; tor after David was fled away, he was in fuch grief, that. 
he had not polled his head, nor had he wafhed his clothes, as 
dooming himfelf to undergo fuch hardfhips upon occafion of 
the change of the king’s affairs. Now he had been unjuftly*ca- 
lumniated to the king by Ziba his fteward. When he had 
faluted the king, and worfhipped him. the king began to afk ᾿ 
him, ‘ Why he did not go out of Jerufalem with him, and 
accompany him during his flight ?”” He replied, That “ this . 
piece of injuftice was owing to Ziba, becaufe, when he was 
ordered to get things ready tor his going out with him, he took 
no care of it, .but regarded him no more than 11 he had beena 
{lave ; and indeed, had I had my-feet found and ftrong, I had 
not deferted thee, for ] could then have made ufe of them in 
my flight: But this is not all the injury that Ziba has done ~ 
me, as to my duty to thee, my lord and matter, but he hath 
calumniated me befides, and told lies about me of his own in- 
vention; but I know thy mind will not admit of fuch calum- 
nies, but is righteoufly difpofed, and a lover of truth, which 
it is alfo the will of God thould prevail. For when thou watt 
in the greateft danger of fuffering by my grandfather, and when, 
on that account, our whole family might juftly have been 
deftroyed, thou waft moderate and merciful,. and didft then 
efpecially forget all thofe injuries, when, if thou hadft re- 
membered them, thou hadft the power of punifhing us for them ; 
but thou haft judged me to be thy friend, and hait fet me eve- 
ry day at thine owntable; nor have I wanted any thing which 
one of thine own kin{men, οἱ greateft efteem with thee, could 
have expefted.” When he had faid this, David refolved nei- © 
ther to * punih Mephibofheth, nor to condemn Ziba, as hav- 
ing belied his-mafter ; but faid to him, that as he had [before] ᾿ 
granted all his eftate to Ziba, becaufe he did not-come alon 
with him, {o he [now | promifed to forgive him, and ordere 
that the one half of his eftate fhould be reftored to him. Where- 
upon Mephibolheth faid, ‘* Nay, let Ziba take all; it fufhces 
me that thou haft recovered thy kingdom.” 

4. But David delired Barzillai the Gileadite, that great and 


“ By David's difpofal of half Méphibosheth’s eftate to Ziba, one would imagine 
that he was agood deal diffatisfied and doubtful whether Mephibosheth’s ftory 
were intirely true qr not; Nor does David now invite him to diet with him, as 
he did before, but only forgiv:s him, ifhe had been at all guilty. Nor is this odd 
way of mourning that Mephibosheth made use of here, and 2 Sam.' xix. 24. whal- 
ly tree from fulpicion of bypocrify. If Ziba negle&ed or refufed to bring Me- 
phibosheth an afs of his own, on which he might ride to David, it is bard to fupe 
pole that fo great a man as he was should not be able to procure fome other beak 
Jor the fame purpofe. : 
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good man, and one that had made a plentiful provifion for him 
at Mahanaim, and had conduéted him as far as Jordan, to ac- 
company him to Jerulalem, for he promifed to treat him in 
his old age’ with all manner of refpe& ; would take care of him, 
and provide for him. But Barzillai was {fo defirous to live at 
home, that he entreated him to excufe him from attendance on 
him ; and faid, That ‘* his age was too great to enjoy the pleaf- 
ures [οἱ a court| fince he was tour {core years old, and was 
therefore making provilion for his death and burial; fo he de- 
fired him to gratity him in this requeft, and difmifs him ; for 
he had no relifh of his meat, or his drink, by reafon of his age; 
and that his ears were too much fhut up to hear, [όσοι πὰ of 
pipes, or the melody of other mufical inftruments, {uch as all 
thofe that live with ings delight in.” When he entreated for 
this fo earneftly, the king faid, “1 difmifs thee, but thou fhalt 
grant me thy fon Chimham, and upon him will I beftgw all 
Jorts of good things.” So Barzillai left his fon with him, and 
wor(hipped the king, and wifhed him a profperous conclufion 
οἱ all his affairs according to his own mind, and then returned 
home: But David came to Gilgal, having about him half the 
people [ot Ifrael] and the [whole | tribe of Judah. 

_5- Now the principal men of the country came to Gilgal to 
him with a great multitude, and complained of the tribe of 
Judah, that they had come to him in a private manner, where- 
as they ought all conjointly, and with one and the fame inten- 
tion, to have given him the meeting. But the rulers of the 
tribe of Judah defired them not to be difpleafed, if they had 
been prevented by them ; for, faid they, “ We are David's 
kinfmen, and on that account we the rather took care of him, 
and loved him, and fo came firft to him, yet had they not 
by their early coming, received any gifts trom him, which 
might give them who came laft any uneafinefs.”” When the rul- 
ers of the tribe of Judah. the rulers of the other tribes were 
not quiet, but faid farther, ‘* O brethren, we cannot but won- 
der at you when you call the king your kinfman alone, where- 
as he that hath received trom God the power over all of us in 
common, ought to be efteemed a kinfman to us all ; for which 
reafon the whole people have * eleven parts in him, and you 
but one part: We alfo are elder than you ; wheretore you 
have not done juftly in coming to the king in this private and 
concealed manner.” ° | 

6. While thefe rulers were thus difputing one with another, 
a certain wicked man who took a pleafure in feditious praét1- 
ces, (his name was Sheba, the fon of Bichri, of the tribe of 


* Tclearly prefer Jofephus’s reading here, when it {uppofes eleven tribes, inclu- 
ding Benjamin, to be on one fide, and the tribe of Judah alone on the other, fince 
Benjamin in general had been till fonder of the houfe of Saul, and le(s firm to Da- 
vid hitherto than any of the reft, and fo cannot be fuppoled to be joined with Ju- 
dah at this time to make itdouble, clpecially when the following rebellion was 
headed by a Benjemite. Sec4 6. κπὸ 8 Sem. Rx. e, 4- 
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Benjamin) ftood up in the midft of the multitude, and cried 6. 
loud, and fpake thus to them : ‘‘ We have no parts in David, 
nor inheritance in the fon of εἴς. And when he had ufed 
thofe words, he blew with a trumpet, and declared war againit 
the king ; and they all left David, and tollowed him; the 
tribe of Judah alone ftaid with him, and Settled him in hisroy- 
al palace at Jerufalem. But as for his concubines, with whom 
Abfalom his fon had accompanied, truly he removed them to 
another houfe ; and ordered thofe that had the care of them to 
make a plentiful provifion for them, but he came not near 
them any more. He alfo appointed Amafa for the captain of 
his forces, and gave him the fame high office which Joab be- 
. fore had ; and commanded him to gather togcther, out of the 
tribe of Judah, as great an army as he could, and come to him 
within three days, that he might deliver his entire armv, and 
might fend him to fight againft [Sheba] the fon of Bichri. 
ow while Amafa was gone out, and made fome delay in | 
. gathering the army t:gether, and fo was not yet returned, on 
the third day the king faidto Joab, ‘It is not fit we fhould 
make any delay in this affair ‘of Sheba, left he get a numerous 
army about him and be the occafion of greater mifchiet, and 
hurt our affairs more than did Abfalom Fimfelf ; donot thon 
therefore wait any longer, but take fuch forces as thou haft at 
hand, and that [old] body of fix hundred mien and thy brother 
Abifhai with thee, and purfue after our enemy, and endeavour 
to fight him wherefoever thou canft overtake him. Make hafte 
to prevent him, left he feize upon fome fenced cities, and 
caufe us great labour and pains before we take him.” : 
4. So Joab refolved to make no delay, but taking with him. 
his brother, and thofe fix hundred men, and giving orders that 
the reft of the army which was at Jerufalem fhould tollow him, 
he marched with great {peed againft Sheba; and when he was 
cometo Gibeon, whichis a village forty furlongs diftant from 
erufalem, Amafa brought a great army with him, and met, 
oab. Now Joab was girded with a {word and his breaft. 
plate on; and when Amala came near him to falute him, he 
took particular care that his fword thould fall out as it were of 
itsown accord ; fo hetook it up from the ground, and while he 
approached Amafa, who was then near him, as though he 
wo8ld kifs him, he took hold of Amafa’s beard with his other 
hand, and he {mote him 1n his belly when he did not forelee 
it, and flew him. This impious and altogether protane action 
Joab did to a good young man, and his kinfman, and one 
that had done him no injury. and this out of jealoufy that he 
would obtain the chief command of the army, and be in equal 
dignity with himfelt about the king: and for the fame caule 
it was that he killed Abner, But as to that former wicked 
attion, the death of his brother Afahel, which he feemed to 
revenge, afforded him adecent pretence, and madethat crime 
a pardonable one; but in this murder of Amafa there was ne 
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fuch covering for it. Now when Joab had killed this gene- 
‘ral, he purfued after Sheba, having left aman with the dead 
“body, who was ordered ta proclaim aloud to the army, that 
Amafa was juftly flain,and defervedly punifhed. But, faid 
he, if you be for the king, follow Joab his general, and Abi- 
fhai Joab's brother : But becaufe the body lay on the road, and 
all the multitude came riinning to it, and, as is ufual with ihe 
multitude, wondering a great while at it, he that guarded it 
removed it thence, and carried it to a certain place that was 
‘very remote from the road, and there laid it, and covered it 
with his g@rment. When this was done, ali the people fol- 
lowed Joab. Now as he purfued Sheba through all the coun- 
uy of Ifrael, one told’ him, that he was in a ftrong city called 
bel-bethmaachah ; hereupon Joab went thither, and fat about 
it with his army, and caft up a bank round it, and ore 
dered his foldiers to undermine the walls, and*to overthrow 
them ; and fince the people in the city did not admit him, he 
was greatly difpleafed at them. 

8. Row there was a woman of {mall account, and yet both wife 

‘and intelligent, who feeing her native city lying at the laft ex- 
‘tremity , alcended upon the wall, and, by means of the armed 
men. called for Joab ; and when he came to her, fhe began to 
fay, That “ God ordained kings and generals of armies, that 
they might cut off the enemies of the Hebrews, and introduce 
an univerfal peace among them ; but thou art endeavouring to 
overthrow and depopulate a metropolis of the | fraelites. which + 
hath been guilty of no offence.” Buthereplied, “ God con- 
tinue'to be merciful] unto me: I am difpofed to avoid killing 
any one of the people, much lefs would I deftroy fuch a city 
as this; and if they will deliver me up Sheba, the fon of Bich- 
ri, who hath rebelled againft the king, I will leave off the fiege, 
and withdraw the army trom the place.”” Now as foon as the 
woman heard what Joab faid, fhe defired him to intermit the 
fiege for a little while, for that he fhould have the head of his 
enemy thrown out to him prefently. Sofhe went down to the 
citiZens, and faid tothem, ““ Will you be fo wicked as to per- 
ith miferably, with your children and wives, for the fake of 
a vile fellow, and one whom no body knows who he is ? And 
wil] you have him for your king inftead of David, who hath 
been fo great abenetaétor to you, and oppofe your city alone 
to fuch a mighty and ftrong army ?” So fhe prevailed with 
them, and they cut off the head of Sheba, and threw it in- 
to Joab’s army. When this was done, the king’s general foun- 
ded a retieat, and raifed the fiege. And when he was come to 
Jerufalém he was again appointed to be general of all the peo- 
ple. The king alfo conftituted Benaiah captain of the guards, 
and of the fix hundred men. He alfo fet Adoram over the 
tribute, and Sabathes and Achilaus over the records. He made 
Sheva the {cribe ; and appointed Zadok and Abiathar the high 
priefts. 
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CHAP, ΧΙ. 


How the Hebrews were delivered froma famine when the Gibeon- 
ites had caufed punifhment to be infirdted for thofe of them that 
had been flain: As alfo, what great achons were performed 
againf the Philiftines by David, and the men of valour about 

17. . | 


1 A FIER this when the country was greatly afgi€ted 
with a famine, David befought God to have mercy 
onthe people,and todifcoverto him what was the caufe of it, and 
how a remedy might be found for that diftemper. And when 
the prophets anfwered, ‘“ that God would have the Gibeonites 
avenged. whom Saul the king was fo wicked as to betray to 
flaughter, and had not obferved the oath which Jofhua the gen- 
eral and the fenate had {worn to them. If theretore, faid God, 
the king would permit fuch vengeance to be taken tor thofe 
that were flain, as the Gibeonites fhould defire. he promifed 
that he would be reconciled to them, and free the multitude 
from their miferies.” As foon therefore as the king under- 
ftood that this it was which God fought, he fent for the Gib. 
eonites, and afked them, What it was they would have ? and 
when they defired to have feven fons of Saul delivered to them, 
to be punifhed, he delivered them up, -but fpared Mephibo- 
fheth the fon of Jonathan. So when the. Gibeonites had re. 
ceived the men, they punifhed them as they pleafed; upon 
which God began to fend rain, and to recover the earth to 
bring forthits fruits as ufual, and to free it trom the forego~ 
ing drought, fo that the country of the Hebrews flourifhed 
again. little afterward the king made war againft the Phil- 
iftines ; and when he had joined battle with them, and put 
them to flight, he was left alone, as he was in purfuit of them ; 
and when he was quite tired down, he was feen by one of the 
enemy, his name was Achmon, the fon of Araph; he was one 
οἱ the fons of the giants. He had a {pear, the bandle of which 
weighed three hundred fhekels, and a breaft-plate of chai 
work, andafword. He turned back, and ran violently to 
May [David] their enemies king, for he was quite tired out 
with labour ; but Abifhai, Joab’s brother, appeared on the 
fudden, and proteéted the king with his fhield, as he lay down, 
and flew the enemy. Now the multitude were very uneafy at 
thefe dangers οἱ the king, and that he was very neafto be flain : 
and the rulers made him {wear that he would no more go out 
with them to battle, left he fhould*come to fome great misfor- 
tune by his courage and boldnefs, and thereby deprive the 
people of the benefits they now enjoyed by his means, and of 
thole that they might hereafter enjoy by his living a long time 
among them. | 


VoL. 1. Ww 
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2. When the king heard that the Philiflines were gathered 
together at the city Gazara, he fent an army againft them, wher 
Sibbechai the Hittite one of David’s moft courageous men, 
behaved himfelt fo as to deferve great commendation, for he 
flew many of thofe that bragged they were the poferity of the | 
giants, and vaunted themfelves highly on that account, and 
thereby was the occafion of vi€tory to the Hebrews. After 
which defeat, the Philiftines made war again ; and when Da- 
vid had fent an army againft them, Nephan his kinfman, fought 
in a fingle combat with the ftouteft of all the Philiftines, and 
flew him, and put the reft to flight. Many of them alfo were 
flain in the fiight. Now a little while after this, the Philif- 
tines pitched their camp ata city which lay not far off the 
bounds of the country οἵ the Hebrews. ‘They had a man who 
was fix cubits tall, and had on each of his feet and hands one 
more toe and finger than men naturally have. Now the per- 
fon who was fent againft them by David out of his army was 
Jonathan the fon of Shimea, who fought this man in a fingle 
combat, and flew him; and as he was the perfe.1 who gave the 
turn to the battle he gained the greateft reputation for cour- 
age therein. ‘Fhis man alfo vaunted himfelf to be of the fons 
of the giants. But after this fight the Philiftines made war no 
more againft the I{raelites. : 

. And now David being freed from wars and dangers, and 
enjoying for the future a profoand peace, * compofed fongs 


* This {eBion is a very remarkable one, and shews, thet, in the opinien of Jo- ᾿ 
fephus, David compoted the Book of Pfalms, nat at feveral times before, as their 
prefent inicriptions frequently imply, but generally at the latter end of his life, er 
after his ‘wars were over.. Nor does Jofephus, nor the authors of the known booke 
ef the Old and New Teftament, nor the Apoftolical Conftitutions, feem to have 
aicribed any of them to any other author than to David himfelf. Ses Effay on the 
Old Te& page 174, 175. Of thefe metres of the Pfaims, fee the note on Antiq. 
B. Hi.ch. xvi. § 4 However, we muft obferve here, that 2s Jofephus fays, 
Antiq. B. 11. ch. avi. § 4. that the fong at the Red Sea, Exod. xv. 1—91. was 

‘compofed by Mofes in the hexameter tune, or metre, 88. alfo Antiq.B IV. ch, 
viii. fec. 44. that the fong of Mfofes, Deut. xxxii. 1—493. was in hexameter poem, 
fo does he fay, that the P/alms of David were.of-varions kinds of metre, and particu- 
larly, that they contained trimeters and pentameters, Amntiq. B. VII. ch. xii. 
all which implies, thet he thought thefe Hebrew poems might be beR deicribed to 
the Greeks and Romans under thofe names and characters of Hexameters, trimeters 
and Pentameters. Now it appears that the inftruments of mufie that were original- 
ly uled, by the command of king David and Solomon, and were carried to Babylon 
at the captivity of the two tribes, were brought back after that captivity; a3 alfo, 
that the fingers and muficians, who outlived that captivity, came beck with thofe 
inilruments, Ezra ii. 41. vii. 24.Neh. vii.gq.Antiq. B.XI. ch. iit. fer. 8. and eh. iv. 
fec. a. ‘and shat this mufic, and thefe ivftruments at the temple, could sot but be 
well known to Jofephus, a prieft belonging to that temple ; who accordingly gives 
usa short delcription of three of the inftruments Antiq. B. VII. ch. xii. § 3. and 
. gives us a diftinét accoant, that fuch pfalms and hymns were fung in his days at the 
temple, Antiq. B. XX. ch. ix. fec. 6. fo that Jofephus’s autherity is beyond ex- 
- ception in thefe matters. Nor can any hypothelis of the moderns, that do not a- 
_ gree with Jofephus’s characters, be juftly fupposed the true metre of the ancient 
+ Hebrews ; agp indeed is there, 1 think, any other eriginal authority now extant, 


{ 
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and hymns to God of feveral forts of metre ; Some of thofe 
which he made were trimeters, and fome were pentameters : 
he alfo made inffruments of mufic, and taught the Levites to 
fing hymns to God, both on that called the Sabbath day, and 
on other feftivals. Now the conftruétion of the inftrument 
was thus : The viol was an inftrument of ten ftrings, it was play - 
ed upon with a bow ; the pfaltery had twelve mufical notes 
and was played upon by the fingers ; the cymbals were broa 
and large initruments, and were made of brafs. . And fo much 
fhall fuifice to be fpoken by us about thefe inftruments, that 
the readers may not be wholly unacquainted with their nature, 
4. Now all the men that were about David, were men of 
courage. Thofe that were moft illuftriousand famous of them 
for their aGtions were thirty-eight ; of five of whom I will on- 
ly relate the performances, for thefe will futhce to make man- 
ifeft the virtues of the others alfo ; tor thefe were powerful e- 
nough to fubdue countries and conquer great nations. Firft, 
therefore, was Jeffai. the fon of Achimaas, who frequent! 
leaped upon the troops of the enemy, and did not leave off 
fighting tall he overthrew nine hundred of them. After him 
was Eleazar the fon of Dodo, who was with the king at Ara- 
fam. This man when once the I{raelites were under a confter- 
nation atthe multitude of the Philiftines, and were running a- 
way, ftoodalone, and fell upon the enemy, and flew many of 


them, till his {word clung to his hand by the blood he had 
ifti 


fhed, and till the Ifraelites feeing the Phililtines retire by his 
means, came down from the mountains and purfued them, and 
at that time wona {urprifing and a famous vitlory, while Elea- 
zar flew the men, and the multitude followed and {poiled their 
‘dead bodies. The third was Sheba, the fon of Ilus. Now 
this man when in the wars againft the Philiftines they pitched 
their camp ata place called Le&, and when the Hebrews 
were again afraid of their army, and did not flay, he ftood fill 
alone, as an army, and a body of men, and fome of them he 
overthrew, and fome who were not abk to abide his ftrength 
and torce he purfued. Thefe are the works of the hands, and 


of fighting, which thefe three performed. Now at the time- 


when the king was once at Jerufalem, and the army of the 
Philiftines came upon him to fight him, Uavid went up to the 
top of the citidel, as we have already f{aid, to enquire οἱ God 


concerning the battle, while the enemies camp lay in the val- - 


ley that extends to the city Bethlehem, which is twenty fur- 
longs diftant from Jerulalem. New David faid to his com- 
panions, ‘ We have excellent water in my own city, efpe- 


hereto relating, to be oppofed to thefe teftimonies before us. That the ancient mufic 
of the Hebrews was very complete alfo, and had in it great variety of tunes, is ev- 
ident by the number of their mufical inruments, and by the teftimony of another 
moft authentic wituefs, Jefus the fon of Sirach, Eccluf.!. 18. who fays, that at the 
temple, in his days, ‘* The fingers fang praifes with their voice, with great varicty 
of founds was there made {weet melody.” 


-ὦν 
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cially, that which is in the pit near the gate,” wondering if any 
one would bring him fome of it to drink; but he faid. that 
** he would rather have it than a great deal of money.” When 
thefe three men heard what he [aid, they ran away immediate- 
ly, and burft through the midft otf their enemies camp, and 
came to Bethlehem ; and when they had drawn the water, they 
returned again through the enemies camp to the king, info- 
much that the Philiftines were fo furprifed at their boldnefs 
and alacrity, that they were quiet, and did nothing againf 
them, asi: they defpifed their fmall number. But when the 
water was brought to the king, he would not drink it, faying, 
that “it was brought by the Sanger and the blood of men, and 
that it was not proper on that acgount to drink it.” But he 
poured it out to God, and gave him thanks jor the falyation 
of the men. Next to thefe were Abilhai, Joab s brother ; for 
he in one day flew fix hundred. The fifth of thefe was Ben- 

aiah, by lineace a pricit, for being challenged by [two] emi- 
"ment men in the country of Moab, he overcame them by his 
valour. Moreover there was a man by nation an Egyptian, 
who was of a vaift bulk, andchallenged him, yet did he, when 
he was unarmed kill him with his own fpear, which he threw 
at him, for he caught him by force, and took away his wea- 
pons, while he was alive and fighting,.and flew him with his 
own weapons, One may alfo add this to the forementioned 
actions οἱ the {ame man, either as the principal of them in alac- 
rity, or as relembling the reft. When God fent a {now, there 
was a lion who flipped and fell into a certain pit, and betaufe 
the pit’s mouth was narrow it was evident he would perith, 
being enclofed with the {now, fo when he faw no way to get 
out and fave himfelf h¢ roared, When Benaiah heard the 
wild beaft, he went towards him, and coming at the neife he 
made, he went down into the mouth of the pit and fmote him, 
as he itruggled, with 4 ftake that lay there, and immediately 
few him. The other thirty-three were like thefe in valour 
εἰίο. - 


CHAP. ΧΙ]ΠΠ. 


That when David had numbered the people, they were puntfhed 3 
and how the divine compafhon retrained that punyfhment. 


δ 1. Nev King David was defirous to know how many 
ten thoufands there were of the people, but forgot 
Ὁ the commands οἱ Mofes, who told them betorehand, that if 


4 The words of God by Mofes Exod. xxx. 12 {ufficiently juftify the reafon 
here given by Jolephus for the great plague mentioued in this ehapter, “ When thow 
takeft the {uniyf the children of J{rael, after their number, thea shall they give 
every man a rnfom for his foul umto the. Lord, whenthou numbereft them, thet 
there he no plague amongit them when thou numberef them.’ Nor iadecd could 
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the multitude. were numbered they fhould pay half a fhekel 
to God tor every head. Accordingly the king commanded 
Joab, the captain of his hoft, to go and number the whole 
multitude ; but when he faid there was no neceflity for iuch 
a numeration, he was not perluaded [to countermand it}, but 
he enjoined him to make no delay but to go about the num- 
bering of the Hebrews immediately. So Joab took with him 
the heads of the tribes, and the {cribes,.and went over the 
country of the Ifraelites, and took nutice how numerous the 
multitude were, and returned to Jerufalem to the king, after 
nine months and twenty days ; and he gave in to the king the 
number of the people, without the tribe of Benjamin, for he 
had not yet numbered that tribe, no more than the tribe of Le- 
vi, for the king repented of his having finned againft God. 
Now the number ot the reft of the Ifraelites was nine hundred 
thoufand men, who were able to bear arms and go to war; but 
the tribe of Judah, by itfelf, was four hundred thoufand men. 

2. Now when the prophets had fignified to David that God 
was angry at him, he began to entreat him, and to defire he 
would be mercitul to him, and forgive his fin. But God fent 
Nathan the prophet to him, to propofe to him the eleétion of 
three things, that he might choofe which he liked .beft; 
“ ‘Whether he would have famine come upon the country for 
feven years? or would havea war, and be fubdued three 
months by his enemies ? or whether God fhould fend a pefti- 
Jence anda diftemper upon the Hebrews for three days?” 
But as he was fallen toa fatal choice of great miferies, he was 
in trouble, and forely confounded ; and when the prophet 
had faid that he muft of neceflity make this choice, and had 
ordered him to anfwer quickly, that he might declare what he 
had chofen to God, the king reafoned with himfelf, that in 


David's orthe Sanhedrim’s negle&t of executing this law at this numeration, 
excule the people, who ought till to have :rouga’ their bounden oblation of half 
a shekei apiece with them, when they came to be numbered. The great realon 
why nations are fo conftantly punished - by and with their wicked kingsand go- 
vernors, is this, that they almoft conftantly comply with them in their negleét of, 
or dilobedience to the divine laws, and fuffer thofe divine lays to go into difufe or 
contempt, in order to pleafe thofe wicked kings and govemors ; and that they 
{ubmit to feveral wicked political laws and commands of thofe kings and gover- 
nors inftead of the righteous laws of God, which all mankind ought ever to obey, 
let their kings and governors fay what they pleafe to the contrary ; this preference 
of human before divine laws ‘eemingto me the principal chara&: τ of idolatrous or 
entichriftian nations, Accordingly, Jolephus well obferves, Antiq. B. IV. ch.viii. 
4 17. that it was the duty of the people of [{rael to take care that their kings, when 
they should have them, did not exceed their proper limits of power, and prove 
ungovernable by the lawsof God, which would certainly bea moft pernicious 
thing to their divine fettlement. Nor do I think that nezligence peculiar to the 
Jews ; thofe nations which are called Chrifians, are jometimes indeed very foli- 
Citous to reftrain their kings and governors from breaking the human Jaws of their 
feveral Aingdoms, but without the like care for reftraining them from breaking the 
Jaws of God, ‘* Whether it be right in the fight of God, tohearken unto men more 
than to God, judge ye,” A&s iv. 19. ** We ought to obey God rather than man,” 


νυ, 20. 
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cafehe fhould afk for famine, he would appear to do it for 
ethers. and without danger to himfelf, fince he had a great 
deal of corn hoarded up, but to the harm of others ; that incafe 
he fhould choole to be overcome [by his enemies} for three 
months, he would appear to have ehofen war, becaufe he had 
_ valiant men about him, and ftrong holds, and that therefore he 
feared nothing therefrom; fo he chofe that affli@ion which is 
‘common to kings and to their fubjeéts, and in which the fear 
was equal on all fides ; and faid this beforehand, that “τὶ was 
much better to fall into the hands of God, than into thofe of 
his enemies.” 

3. When the prophet had heard this, he declared it to God ; 
who thereupon fent a peftilence and a mortality upon the He- 
brews ; nor did they die after one and the fame manner, nor 
fo that it was eafy to know what the diftemper was. Now, the 
miferable‘difeafe was one indeed, but it carried them off by 
ten thoufand caufes and occafions, which thofe that were at- 
fliQed could not underftland; for one died upon the neck of 
another, and the terrible malady feized them betore they were 
aware, and brought them to their end fuddenly, fome giving 
up the ghoit immediately with very great pains, and bitter 
grief, and fome were wornaway by their diflempers, and had 
nothing remaining to be buried, but as foon as ever they fell, 
were entirely macerated ; fome were choked, and greatly la- 
mented their cafe, as being alfo ftricken with a {udden darknefs ; 
fome there were who, as they were burying a relation, fell 
down ‘dead, * without finithing the rites of the funeral. Now 
there perilhed of this difeafe, which began with the morning, 
and laited till the hour of dinner, feventy thoufand. Nay, the 
angel ftretched out his hand over ic alem, as fending this 
terrible judgment upon it. But David had put on fackcloth, 
and lay upon the ground, entreating God, and begging that 
the dif emper might now ceafe, and that he would be fatished 
with thofe that had already perifhed. And when the king 
looked up into the air,and {aw the angel carried along thert- 
by unto Jerufalem, with his {word drawn, he faid to God, 

hat “‘ he might juftly be punifhed, who was their fhepherd, 
but that the fheep ought to be preferved, as not having finned 
at all ; and he implored God that he would fend his wrath up- 
on him, and upon all his family, but {pare the people.” 

4. When God heared his fupplicgtion, he caufed the pefti- 
lence to ceafe ; and fent Gad the prophet to him, and com- 
manded him td go up immediately to the threfhing-floor of 
Araunah the Jebufite, and build an altar there to God, and 
offer facrifices. When David heard that, he did not negle& 
his duty, but made haft to the place appointed him. Now 


_ © Whence Jofephus took thefe his diftin& and melancholy accounts of the par- 
icularfymptoms, and moft miferable methods of dying in this terrible peftilence , 
we cannot now tell, ous other copics affording us ao {uch aceounta, 
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Araunah was threfhing whea ; ana when he faw the king and 
all his fervants coming to him, he ran before, and came to 
him, and worfhipped him. He was by his lineage a Jebufite, 
but a particular friend of David’s ; and for that caufe it was, 
that when he overthrew the city, he did him no hatm, as we’ 
informed the reader a little before. Now Araunah enqui 
** Wherefore is my lord come to his fervant ?”” He aniwered 
“Τὸ buy of him the threflung-floor, that he might therein, 
build an altar to God, and offer a facrifice.”” He replied, Fhat ἢ 
** he freely gave him both the threfhing-floor and the ploughs, 
and the: oxen for a burnt-offering ; and be befought bod gra- 
cioufly to accept his facrifice.” But the king made anfwer,T hat 
he took his generofty and magnanimity kindly, and accept- 
ed his good will, but he defired him to take the price of them 
all, for that it was not juft to offer a facrifice that coft nothing, 
And when Araunah faid, he would do as he pleafed, he 
bought the threfhing-floor of him for fifty thekels. And 
when he had buik an akar, he performed divine fervice, and 
brought a burnt-offering, and offered peace-oflerings alfo. 
With thefe God was pacified, and became gracious to them 
again. Now τὲ happened that * Abraham came and offered 
his fon Ifaac for a burnt-offering at that very place ; and when 
the youth was ready to have his throat cut, a ram appeared on 
ἃ fudden, fanding by the altar, which Abraham facrificed in 
the ftead of his fon, as we have before related. Now when 
king David {aw that God had heard his prayer, and had gra. 
cioufly accepted of his facrifice, he refoilved to call that entre 
lace the altar of all the people, and to build a temple to God 
re. Which words he uttered very appofitely to what was - 
to be done afterward ; for God fent the prophet to him, and 
told him, that there fhould his ‘fon build him an altar, that fom 
who was to take the kingdom after him. 


CHAP, XIV. 


That David made great preparations for the houfe of God ; and 
that upon Adanijah’s attempt to gainthe kingdom, he appoint- 
ed Solamon to reign. . 


ᾷ 1. AFTER the delivery of this prophecy, the king com- 
‘manded the ftrangers to be numbered, and.the 

were found to be one hundred and eighty thoufand. Ot thele 
he appointed fourfcore thoufand to be hewers of ftone, and 
* What Jofephus adds here is very remarkable, that this: mount Moriah was not 
‘only the very place where Abraham offered up Ifaac long ago, but that God had 
foretold to David by a prophet, that here his fon should build him atemple, which 

‘ isnot dire&ty in any of our other copies, though very agreeable to what is in them, 


‘particalarly in 1 Chron. xxi. a6, 28 and xxii, 3. to which places I refer the 
reader. e 
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the reft of the multitude to carry the flones, and of them hé 
fet over the workmen three thoufand and five hundred. He 
alfo prepared a great quantity of iron and brais, tor the work, 
with many, and thofe exceeding large, cedar trees, the Tyr- 

- jaans and Sidonians fending them to him, for he had fent to 
them for a fupply of thofe trees. And he told his friends, that 

thefe things were now prepared, that he might leave materials 
ready for the building of the temple to his fon, who was to 
reign after him, and that he might not have them to feek then, 

when he was very young, and by reafon of his age unfkilful 

in fuch matters, but might have them lying by him, and fo. 
might the more readily complete the work. 

2. So David called his fon Solomon, and charged him, 
when hehad received the kingdom, to build a temple to God 3 
and faid, “1 was -willing to build God a temple myfelf but 
he prohibited me, becaufe I was polluted with blood, and wars ; 
‘but he hath foretold, that Solomon my youngeft fon fhould 
build him a temple and fhould be called by that ume ; over 
whom he hath promifed to take the like care as a father takes 
over his for ; and that he would make the country of the He- 
brews happy under him, and _ that not only in other refpeés, 
but by giving it peace, and freedom from wars, and from in 
ternal feditions, which are the greateft of all bleflings. Since, 
theretore, fays he, thou waft ordained king by God himf@lt 
before thou waft born, endeavour to render thyfelf worthy of 
this his providence, as in other inftances. fo particularly in 
being religious, and righteous, and courageous. Keep thou 
alfo his commands, and his laws, which he hath given us by 
Moles, and do not permit others to brake them. Be zealous 
alfo to dedicate to God a temple, which he hath chofen to be 
built under thy reign ; nor be thou affrighted by the vaftnefs 
of the work, nor fet about jt timoroufly, for I will make all 
things ready before I die: And take notice, that there are al- 
ready * ten thoufand talents of gold, and an hundred thouland 
talents of filver, collected together. Ihave alfo laid together 
brafs and iron without number, and an immenfe quantity of 
timber, and of ftones. Moreover, thou haft many ten thou- 
fand ftone cutters, and carpenters ; and if thou fhalt want any 
thing farther, do thou add fomewhat of thine own. Where- 
fore, if thou performeft this work, thou will be acceptable to 
God, and have him tor thy patron.” David alfo farther ex- 
horted the rulers of the people to affift his fonin this building, 
and to attend to the divine fervice, whén they fhould be tree 
from all their misfortunes, for that they by this means fhould 
enjoy inftead of them peace, and an happy fettlement, with 
which bleflings God rewards fuch men as are religious and 
righteous. He alfo gave orders, that when the temple fhould 


* OF the quantity of gold and filver expended in the building of Solomon's 
temple, and whence icarole, ige the defcription of the temples, chap xild, | 
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be once built, they fhould put the ark therein, with the holy 

veflels ; and he affured them, that they ought tohave hada 

temple long ago, it their fathers had not been negligent of 

. God’s commands, who had given it-in charge, that when they 
had got the poffeffion of this land, they {hould build him a 
temple. Thus did David difcourfe to the governors, and to 
is fon. ; 

3. David was now in years, and his body by length of time 
was become cold, and benumbed infomuch that he could get 
no heat by covering himfelf with many clothes: And when 
the phyficians came together, they agreed to his advice that a 
beautiful virgin, chofen out of the whole country, fhould fleep 
‘by the king’s fide and that this damfel would communicate 
heat to, him, and be a remedy againft his numbnefs. Now 
there was found in the city one woman.of a {uperior beauty to | 
all other women, (her name was Ab:/hag), who fleeping with 
the king did no more than communicate warmth to him, tor 
he was fo old that he could not know her as ἃ hufband knows 
his wife. Butof this woman we fhall {peak more prefently. 

4. Now the fourth fon of David’s was a beautiful young 
man, and tall, born to him of Haggith his wife. He was na- 
med Adonijak, and was in his difpofition like Abfalom; and 
exalted nimfelf as hoping to be king, and told his friends that 
he ought to take the government upon him. Healfo prepared 
many chariots, and'horfes, and fifty men to run betore him. 
When his father faw this, he did not reprove him, nor re- 
{train him from his purpofe, nor did he gw fo far as to afk 
wherefore he did fo? Now Adonijah had for his affiftants 
Joab, the captain of the army, and Abiathar the high priett ; 
and the only perfons that oppofed him were Zadok the high 
prieft and the prophet Nathan, and Benaiah, who was cap- 
tain of the guards. and Shimei, David's friend, with all the 


other moft mighty men. Now Adonijah had prepare| afup- - | 


per out οἵ the city, near the fountain that was in the king’s 
paradife, and had invited all his brethren except Solomon 
and had taken with him Joab, the captain of the army, and | 
Abiathar, and the rulers of the tribe of Judah,-but had not © 
invited to this feaft neither Zadok the high prieft, nor Nathan 
the prophet, nor Benaiah, the captain ot the guards, ner any 
of thofe of the contrary party. ‘This matter was told by Na- 
than the prophet to Baththeba, Solomon's mother, that Adoni- 
jah was king, and that David knew nothing of .it ; and he ad- 
vifed her to fave herfelf, and her fon Solomon, and to goby 
herfelf to David, and fay to him, That “* he had indeed {worn 
that Solomon fhould reign after him, but that inthe mean 
time Adonijah had already taken the kingdom.” He faid, 
that he. the prophet himfelf, would come after her, and when 
fhe had fpoken thus to the king, would confirm what fhe had 
faid. Accordingly Bathfheba agreed with Nathan, and went 
in to the king, and worlhipped him, and when the had defired 
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leave to fpeak with him, fhe told him all things in the manner 
that Nathan had fuggefted to her ; and related what a fupper 
Adonijah had made, and who they were whom he had invited, 
Abiathar the high prieft, and Joab the generai, and David's 
fons, excepting Solomon, and his intimate friends. She alfo 
faid, That ‘‘ all the people had their eyes upon him, to know 
whom he would choofe tor their king.” She defired him alfo 
to confider, how, after his departure, Adonijah, if he were 
king, would flay her, and her fon Solomon. 

5. Now as Bathfheba was fpeaking, the keepers of the king’s 
chambers told him, that Nathan defired to- fee him. And 


-when the king had commanded that he fhould be admitted, he 


eame in, and afked him, whether he had ordained Adonijah 
to be king, and delivered the government to him or not καὶ for. 
that he had made a f{plendid iupper, and invited all his fons, 
except Solomon ; as alfo that he had invited Joab, the captain 
οἱ his hof; [and Abiathar the high prieft|, who are feafting 
with applaufes and many joytul founds of inftruments, and 
with that his kingdom may laf for ever; buthe hath not :n- 
vited me, nor Zadok the high prieft, nor Benaiah the captain 
of the guards ; and it is but fit that all fhould know whether 


' this be done by thy approbation or not. When Nathan had 


faid thus, the king commanded that they fhould call Bathfhe- 
ba to him, for fhe had gone out of the room when the proph- 
et came. And when Bathfheba was come, David faid, ** F - 
fwear by Almighty God, that thy fon Solomon fhal\ certainly 
be king, as I tormerly {wore. and that he fhall fit upon mv 
throne, and that this very day alfo.” So Bethfheba wor- 
fhipped him, and wifhed him a long life: And the king fent for 
Zadok the high prieft, and Benaiah the captain of the guards ; 
and when they were come, he ordered them to take with them 
Nathan the prophet, and all the armed men about the palace, 
and ἴο fet his fon Solomon upon the king’s mule, and to car- 
ry him ont of the city to the tountain called Gihon, and to an- 
oint him there with the holy oil, and to make him king. This 
he charged Zadok the high prieft, and Nathan the prophet, 
to do ; and commanded them to follow Solomon through the 
midft of the city, and to found the trumpets, and with aloud, 
That ** Solomon the king, may fit upon the royal throne for 
ever,” that fo all the people may know that he is ordained 
king by histather. He alfo gave Solomona charge concern- 
ing his goverment, to rule the whole nation of the Hebrews, 
and particularly the tribe of Judah, religioufly and righteouf- 
ty. And when Benaiah had prayed to Ged to be favourable 
to Solomon, without any delay. they fet Solomon upon the 
mule, and brought him out of the city to the fountain, and 
anointed him with the oil, and brought him into the city again, 
with acclamations and wiihes that his kingdom might con- 
tinue a long time : And when they had introduced him into 
the king's houfe, they fet him upon the throne. Whereupos 


é 
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all the people betook themfelves to make merry, and to cele- 
brate a teftiva), dancing, and delighting themfelves with mufi- 
cal pipes, till both the earth and the air echoed with the mul- 
titude ot the inftruments of mufic. , ι 

6. Now when Adonijah and his guefts perceived this ποις, 
they were in diforder ; and Joab the captain ot the hoft faid, 
‘* He was not pteafed with thefe echos, and the found of ἐμεῖς 
trumpets.” And when fupper was fet before them, nobody 
tafted of it, but they were all very thoughtful what {hould be 
the matter. Then Jonathan the fonot Abiathar the high prieft, 
came running to them ; and when Adonijah faw the young man 
gladly, and faid to him that he was a good meffenger, he de- 
clared to them the whole matter about Solomon, and the deter- 
mination of king David: Hereupon both Adunijah and all his 
guefts role haftily from the feaft, and every one fled to their 
own homes. Adonijah alfo, as afraid of the king for what he 
had done, became a fupplicantt> God, and took hold of the: 
horns of the altar, which were prominent. It was alfo told 
Solomon that he had fo done; and that he defired to receive 
‘affurances from him, that he would not remember the injury 
he had done, and not infli€&t any fevere punifhment tor it. 
Solomon anfwered very mildly and prudently, that “ he for- 

ave hiin this his offence; but faid ‘‘ withal, that af he were 
ound out in any attempt for new innovations, that he would 
be the author of his own punifhment.” So he fent to him, 
and raifed him up from the place of his fupplication. -And 
when he was come to the king, arid had worfhipped him, the 
king bid him go away to his own boule, and have no fufpicion 
of any harm ; and defired him to fhew himfelfa worthy man, 
as what would tend to his own advantage. ; 

7. But David being defirous of ordaining his fon king of 
all the people, called together their rulers to Jerufalem, with 
the priefts and the Levites ; and having firft numbered the Le- 
vites he tound them to be thirty-eight thoufand, trom thirty 
years old to fitty; out of which he appointed twenty-three 
thonfand to take care of the building ot the temple, and out 
of the fame fix thoufand to be judges of the people, and 
{cribes, four thoufand for porters to the houfe of God, and 
as many for fingers, to fing tothe inftruments which David 
had prepared, as we have faid already. He divided them 
alfo into courfes ; and when he had feparated the priefts from. 
them, he found οἱ thefe priefts twenty-four courfes, fixteen of 
the houfe of Eleazar, and eight of that of Ithamar ; and he or- 
dained, that one courfe fhould minifter to God eignt days, 
from Sabbath to Sabbath. And thus were the courfes dif- 
tributed by lot, in the prefence of David,and Zadok and Abi- 
athar the high priefts, and of all the rulers: And that courfe 
which came up firft was written down as the firft, and accor- 
dingly the fecond, and fo on to the twenty-fourth : And this 
_ partition hath remained to this day. He alfo made, twenty- 
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four parts of the tribe of Levi ; and when they caft lots, they 
came up in the fame manner tor their courfes of eight days. 
He alfo honoured the pofterity of Mofes and made them the 
keepers of the treafures of God, and of the donations which 
the kings dedicated. He alfo ordained, that all the tribe of 


Levi, as well as the priefts, fhould ferve God night and day, | 


as Mofes had enjoined them. 

8. After this he parted the entire army into twelve parts, 
with their leaders, [ and captains of hundreds |, and comman- 
ders. Now every part had twenty-four thoufand, which were 
ordered to wait on Solomon, by thirty days at a time, from 
the firft day till the laft, with the captains of thoufands, and 
captains of hundreds. He alfo fet rulers over every part, 
fuchas he knew to be good and righteous men. He fet oth- 
ers alfo to take care of the treafures, and of the villages, and of 
the fields, and ot the beafts, whofe names I do not think tt 
neceflary to mention. When David had ordered all thefe 
oftices atter the manner before mentioned, he called the rulers 
of the Hebrews, and their heads of tribes, and the officers 
over the feveral divifions, and thofe that were appointed over 
every work, and every pofleflion ; and flanding upon an high 
pulpit, he faid to the multitude as follows,’ My brethren, and 
my peoplé, I would have you know, that I intended to build 
an houfe for God, and prepared a large quantity of gold, and 
an hundred thoufand talents of. filver, but God prohibited me 
by the prophet Nathan, becaufe of the wars I had on your ac- 
count, and becaufe my right hand was polluted with the 
flaughte: of our enemies ; but he commanded that my fon, who 
was to fucceed me in the kingdom, fhould build atemple tor 
him. Now theretore, fince you know that of the twelve fons 
whom Jacob our forctather had, Judah was appointed to be 
king, and that 1 was preferred betore my fix brethren, and re- 
ceived the government from God, and that none of them 
were uneafy at‘it, fo do I alfo defire that my fons be not fedi- 
tious one again{t another, now Solomon has received the king- 
dom, but to bear him cheerfully for their Jord, as knowing 
that God hath chofen him: For it is not a grievous thing to 
obey even a foreigner as a. ruler, if it be God’s will, but τς 1s 
fit to rejoice when a brother hath obtained that dignity, fince 
the reft partake οἱ τὲ with him. And I pray that the promifes 
of God may be fulfilled ; and that this happinefs which he 
hath promifed to befltow upon king Solomon, over all the 
country, mdy continue therein tor all time to come. And 
thefe promiles, O fon, will be firm, and come to an happy end 
if thou (heweit thy felf to be a religious and a righteous man, 
and an obferver of the laws of thy country ; butil not, expett 
adverfitv upon thy difobedience to them.” 

Now when the king had faid this, he ‘left off, but gave 
the defcription and pattern of the building of the temple in the 
fight of them all, to Solomon ; of the foundations and ef the 
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chambers, inferior and fuperior, how many they were to be, 
and how large in height and in breadth; as alfo he determined the 
weight of the golden and filver veffels; moreoverheearneftly ex- 
cited them with his words, to ule the utmoft alacrity about the 
work : He exhorted the rulers alfo, and particularly the tribe 
ot Levi, to aflift him both becaufe of his youth, and becaufe 
God had chofen him to take care of the building of the temple, 
and of the government of the kingdom. He alfo declared to 
them that the work would be eafy, and not very laborious to 
them,:becaufe he had prepared for it many talents of gold, and 
more of filver, with timber, and a great many carpenters and 
ftone cutters, and a large quantity of emeralds, and all forts 
of precious ftones: And he faid, that even now he would 
give of the proper goods of his own dominion two hundred 
talents and three hundred other talents of pure gold, for the 
-moft holy place, and tor the chariot of God, the cherubim, 
which are to fland over and cover the ark. Now, when Da.» 
vid had done fpeaking, there appeared great alacrity among 
the rulers, and the priefts and the Levites who now contribut- 
ed and made great and fyendid promifes for a future contri- 
bution ; for they undertook to bring of guld five thoufand 
talents, andten thoufand drams, and of filver, ten thoufand 
talents, and many tenthoufand talents of iron: And if any one 
had a precious ftone he brought it, and bequeathed it to be 
put among the treafures ; of which Jachiel gne of the pofteri- 
ty of Moles had the care. 
10. Upon this occafion all the people rejoiced, as in partic- 
ular did David, when he faw the zeal and forward ambition, 
of the rulers, and the priefts, and-ot all the reft ; and he bé- 
gan to blefs God with aloud voice, calling him-“‘the Fa- 
‘ther and Parent of the univerfe, and the Author of human and 
divine things, with which he had adorned Solomon, the patron 
and guardian of the Hebrew nation, and of its happinefs, and 
of that kingdom which he hath given his fon. Befides this, 
he prayed tor happinefs to all the people ; and to Solomon his - 
fon, afound and arighteous mind, and confirmed in all forts | 
of virtue ;” and then he commanded the multitude to blefs 
God. Upon which they all tell down upon the ground, and 
worshipped him. They. alfo gave thanks to David, on account 
ot all the bleffings which they had received ever fince he had 
taken the kingdom. On the next day he prefented facrifices 
to God, a thoufand bullocks, and as many lambs, which they 
offered tor burnt-offerings. They alfo offered peace-offerings, 
and flew many ten thouland facrifices ; and the king feafted 
all day, together with all the people; and they anoinied Sol- 
omon a fecond time with the oi and appointed him to be 
king, and Zadok to be the high-prieft of the whole multitude. 
And when they had brought Solomon to the royal palace, and 
had fet him upon his father’s throne, they were obedient te 
him from that day. . 


* 4 


366 ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. [Book VII, 


~ CHAP. XV. 


What charge David gave to his fon Solomon, at the approach of 
his death ; andhow many things he left him for the building 
of the temple. 


ἡ 1. Δ LITTLE afterward David al{o fell into.a diftemper, - 

by reafon of his age; and percciving that he was 
near to death, he called his fon Solomon, and difcouried to 
him thus: “1 am now, Ὁ my fon, going to my grave, and 
to my fathers, which is the common way which all men that 
now are, or fhall be hereafter, muft go; from which way it 
is no longer poffible to return, and to know any thing that 16 
done in this world, On which account I exhortrhee, while I 
am ftill alive, though already very near to death, in the fame 
manner as I have formerly faid in my advice to. thee, sto be 
righteous towards thy fubje&s, and religious towards God, 
that hath given thee thy kingdom : To obferve his commands, 
and his laws, which he hath fent us ®y Mofes ; and neither do 
thou out οἱ favour nor flattery, allow any luft or other pafhion 
to weigh with thec, to difregard them ; for if thon tranfgreff- 
eft his faws, thou wilt lofe the favour of God, and thou wilt 
turn away his Providence from thee in all things; butif thou 
behave thyfelt fo as it behhoves thee and as I exhort thee; thou 
wilt preferve our kingdom to our family, and no other houfe 
will bear rule over the Hebrews, but we ourfelves, .for all a- 
ges. Be thou alfo mindful of the tranfgreffions of * Joab, 
the captain of ἀπε hoft, who hath flain two gencrals out of en- 
vy, and thofe righteous and good men Abner the {on of Ner, 
and Amala, the jon of Jether, whofe death do thou avenge as 
‘ {hall feem good to thee, fince Joab hath been too hard for me, 
and more potent than myfelf, and fo hath efcaped punithment 


* David is here greatly blamed by fome for recommending Joab and Shimei to 
be punifned by Solomon, ifhe could find a proper occafion, after he had bome 
with the firfta long while, and feemed to have pardoned th: other entirely, which 
Solomen executed accordingly :.Yet 1 cannot ditcern any fault either in David or 
Solomon in theie cales.. Joat’s murder of Abner aud Amafa were very barbarous, 
and could not properly be forgiven either by David or Solomon ; for a ditpenting 
power in kings for the crime of wilful murder is warranted by no law of God, 
nay, is direétly againft itevery where ; nor is it, for certain, inthe power of men 
to grant fuch ἃ prerogative to any of their kings. Though Jozb was fo nearly τὸν 
lated to David, and fo potent in the army under a warlike adminiftration, that 
David durft not himfelf put him to death, 2 Sam. iii, gg. and xix. 7. Sbemei's 
curfing the Lord's anointed, and this without any juft caule, was the highelt δὲ of 
treafon againft God, and ins anointed king, and juftly delerved death: And though 
David could forgive treafon agaiutthimle.f, yet had he done no more in the cafe of 
Shemei than promifed hun, that he would not ¢hex, on the day of his retam and 
re-inauguration, or upon that uccafion, himfelf put him to death, 2 Sam. xix a2. 
and he fworeto him no farther, v. 23. asthe wordsarein Jofephus, than that he 
would not ¢hen put him to death, which he performed : Nor was Solomon under 
any obligation to {pare {uch ἃ traitor. 
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hitherto. I alfo commit to thee the fons of Barzillai the Gilead- 
ite, whom, in order to gratify me, thou fhalt have in great hon- 
our, and take great care of ; for we have’ not done good to 
him firft, but we only repay that debt which we owe his fa- 
ther, for what he did to me in my flight. There is alfo Shi- 
mei, the fon of Gera, of the tribe of Benjamin, who, after he 
had caft many reproaches upon me, when, in my flight, I was 
going to Mahanaim, met meat Jordan, and received affuran- 
ces that he fhould then fuffer nothing. Do thou now feck out 
for fome juft occafion, and punifh him.” 
2. When David had givers {πεῖς admonitions to his fon a- 
bout public affairs, and about his friends and about thofe whom 
he knew to deferve punifhment, he died, having lived feven- 
ty years, and reigned feven years and fix months in Hebron, 
over the tribe of Judah, and thirty-three years in Jerufalem, 
over all the country. This man was of an excellent -charac- 
ter, and was endowed with afl virtues that were deffrable in a 
king, and in one that had the preferyation of fo many tribes 
- committed to him ; for he was a man of valour ina very ex- 
traordinary degree, and went readily and firft of all into dan- 
gers, when he was to fight for his fubjefs, as exciting the fol- 
iers to action by his own labours. and fighting for them, and 
not by commanding them in a defpotic way. He was'alfo of 
very great abilities in underftanding, and apprehenfion ot pref- 
ent and future circumftances, when he was to manage any af- 
fairs. He was prudent and moderate, and kind to {uch as were 
under any calamities : He was righteous, and humane ; which 
” are good qualities peculiarly fit for kings: Nor was he guilty 
of any offence in the exercife of fo great an authority, but in 
the bufinefs of the wife of Uriah. He alfo left behind him 
greater wealth than any other king either of the Hebrews, or 
of other nations, ever did. ΝΞ 
3. He was buried by his fon Solomon, in Jerufalem, with 
great magnificence, and with all the other funeral pomp which 
ings ufe to be burted with : Moreover, he had great and im- 
mrenfe wealth buried with him, the vaftnefs of which may be 
eafily conjectured at by what 1 fhall now fay ; fora thoufand 
. and three hundred years afterward Hyrcanus the high-prieft, 
when he was befieged by Antiochus, that was called the 10uS, 
the fon of Demetrius, and was defirous of giving him money 
to get him to raife the fiege, and draw off his army ; and hav- 
‘ing no other method of compafling the money, opened one 
room of David's fepulchre, and togk out three thoufand tal- 
ents and gave part of that {um to Antiochus, an by this means 
caufed the fiege tobe raifed, as we have intormed the reader 
elfewhere. Nay, after him, and that many years, Herod the 
king opened another room and took away a great deal of mon- 
ey, and yet ncither of them came at the coffins of the kings 
themfelves, for their bodies were buried under the earth fo art- 
fully, that they did not appear to even thofe that entered into 
their monuments. But fo much fhall futlice us to have faid 
concerning thefe matters. : 
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BOOK VIII. 


Containing the interval of 163 years. 
[ From the death af Davin to the death of AnaB.} 


CHAP. 1. 


How Solomon, when he had received the kingdom, took off his 
enemies. 


41. WE have already treated of David, and his virtue ; and 

. οἱ the benefits he was the author of to his country- 
men; of his wars alfo, artd battles which he managed with fuc- 
cefs, and then died an old man, in the foregoing book. And 
when Solomon his fon, who was but a youth in age had taken 
the kingdom, and whom David had declared, while he was a- 
live, the lord of that people, according to God’s will: When 
he fat upon the throne, the whole body of the people made joy - 
ful acclamations to him: As is ufual at the beginning of a 
reign; and wifhed that all his affairs might come to a bleffed 
conclufion ; and that he might arrive at a great age, and at the 
moft happy flate of affairs poffible. 

2. But Adonijah, who, while his father was living, attempt- 
ed to gain poffeffion of the government, cameto the king's 
mother Bathfheba and faluted her with great civility ; and 
when {fhe afked him whether he came to her as defiring her af- 
fiftance in any thing or not ? and bid him tell her if that were 
the cafe, for that fhe would cheerfully afford it him ; he began 
to fay, That “fhe knew herfelf that the kingdom was his, 
both on account of his elder age, and of the difpofition of the 
multitude, and that yet it was transferred to Solomon her fon, 
according tothe will of God. He alfo (διὰ that he was con- 
tented to be a fervant under him, and was pleafed with the 
prefent fettlement; but-he defired her to be a means of ob- 
taining a favour from his brother to him, and to perfuade him 

_to beftow on him in marriage Abifhag, who had indeed flept 
by his father, but becaufe his father was too old, he did not 
lie with her, and fhe was ‘ftill a virgin.” So Bathfheba pro- 
mifed him to afford him her affiftance very earneftly, and to 
bring this marriage about, becaufe the king would be willin 
togratity him in fuch athing and becanfe fhe would prefs 
him to it very earneftly. Accordingly he went away in hopes 
of fucceeding in this match. So Solomon's mother went pre- 
fently to her fon, τό {peak to him about what fhe had promifed 
upon Adonijah’s fupplication to her, And when her fos 
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came forward to meet her, and embraced her, and when he 
had brought her intothe houfe where his royal throne was fet, 
he fat thereon, and bid them fet another throne on the right 
hand tor his mother: When Bathfheba was fet down, “Ο - 
my fon, grant me one requeft that I defire of thee, and do not 
any thing to me that is difagreeable or ungreattul, which thou 
wilt do, if thou denieft me.” And when Solomon bid her to 
lay her commands upon him, bécaufe 11 was agreeable to his 
duty to grant her every thing fhe fhould afk, and complained 
that fhe did not at firft begin her difcourfe with a firm expe€ta- 
tion of obtaining what fhe defired, but had fome fufpicion of 
a denial, {he entreated him to grant, that his brother Adonijah. 
might marry Abifhag. . 

3. But the king was greatly offended at thefe words, and 
fent away hts mother ; and faid, That “ Adonijah aimed at 
great things, and that he wondered that fhe did rot defire him 
to yield up the kingdom to him, as to his elder brother, fince 
fhe defired that he might marry Abithag: and that he had po- 
tent triends, Joab the captain of the hoft and Abiathar the 
prieft.”” So he called for Benaiah, the captain of the guards, 
and ordered him to flay his brother Adonijak. He alfo called 
for Abiathar the prieft. and faid to him, “ F will not put thee 
to death, becaufe of thofe other hardfhips which thou haft en- 
dured with my father, and becaufe of the ark which thou haft 
borne along with him, but 1 infli€t this following puntth- 
ment upon thee, becaufe thou waft among Adontjah’s follow- 
ers, and waft οἱ his party. Do not thou continue here, nor 
come any mere into my fight, but go to thine own town, and 
live on thy own fields, and there abide all thy lite, for thou 
haft offended fo greatly, that it 15 mot jaft that thou fhouldeft 
retain thy dignity any longer.” For the forementioned caufe 
therefore it was, that the houfe of Ithamar was deprived of the 
facerdotfl dignity, as God had foretold to Eli, the grandfather 
of Abiathar. So it was transterred to the family ot Phineas, to 
Zadok. Now thofe that were of the tamily of Phineas, but 
lived privately ‘during the time the high priefthood was trans- 
ferred to the houfe of Ithamar (οἱ which family Eli was the 
firft that received it), were thefe that follow : Bukki, the 
fon of Abifhua the high-prieft; his fon was Joatham ; Joa- 
tham’s fon was Meraioth; Meraioth’s fon was Arophzus ; A- 
rophzus’s fon was Ahitub ; and Ahitub’s fon was‘Zadok, whe 
was firft made high-prieft in the reign ot David. 

4. Now when Joab the captain of the hoft heard of the flaugh« 
ter of Adonijah, he was greatly afraid, for he was a greater 
friend to him than to Solomon ; and fulpeéting, not without 
reafon, that he was in danger. on account of his. favour to 
Adonijah, he fled to the altar, and fuppofed he might procure 
fatety thereby to himfelt, becaufe of the king's piety towards 
God. But when jome told the king what Joab’s fuppofal was, 

Vout. I, Yy 
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he fent Benaiah, and commanded him to raife him up front 
the altar, and bring him to the judgment-feat, in orderto make 
his defence. However, Joab faid, he would not leave the 
altar but would die'there, rather than in another place. And 
when Benaiah had reported his anfwer to the king, Solomon 
commanded him to * cut off his head there, and Jet him take 
that as a pumilhment for thofe two captains of the hoft whom 
he had wickedly flain, and to bury his body, that his fins might 
never leave his family, but that himfelt and his father, by Jo- 
ab’s death, might be guiltlefs. And when Benaiah had done 
what he was commanded to do, he was himfelf appointed to 
ba captain of the whole army. The king alfo made Zadok to 
be alone the high-prieft, in the room of Abiathar, whom he 
had removed. 

5. But as to Shimei, Solomon commanded that he fhould 
build hrm an honfe, and flay at Jerufalem, and attend upon 
him, and fhould not have authority to go over the brook Ce- 
dron ; and that if he difobeyed that command, death fhould be 
his punifhment. He alfo threatened him fo terribly, that he 
compelled him to take an oath that he would obey. Accord- 
ingly Shimei faid, that * he had reafon to thank Solomon for 
giving him fuch an injun&ion; and added an oath, that he 
would do as he bid him; and leaving hrs own country, he 
made his abode in Jerufalem. But three years afterwards, 
when he heard that two of his fervants were run away from 
him, and were in Gath, he went for his fervantsin hafte ; and 
when he was come back with them the king perceived it, and 
was much difpleafed that he had econtemned his commands, 
and, what was more, had no regard to the oaths he had fworn 
to God ; fo he called him, and faid to him, Didft not thou, 
fwear never to leave me, nor to go out of this city to another ? 
thou fhalt mot therefore efcape punifhment for thy perjury, but 
I will punifh thee, thou wicked wretch, both tor hfs crime, 
and for thofe wherewith thou did abufe my father when he 
was i his flight, that thou mayef know that wicked men gair 
nothing at lait, although they be not punifhed immediately upon 
their unjuft practices but that in all the time wherein τῆς 
think themfelves fecure, becaufe they have yet fuffered noth- 
ing, their punifhment increafes, and 1s heavier upon them, and 
that to a.greater degree than if they had been punifhed imme- 
diately upon the commiffion of theircrimes.” So Benaiah, on 
the king’s command, flew Shimet. 


* This execution uvor Joab, 85 8 murderer, by flaying him, even when he had 
taken fanétuary at God's alc#, is perfeétly agreeable to the law of Mofes, which 
enjoins, that “ if aman come prefumptnoufly upor his neighbour to flay him wih 
guile, thou fhalt take him from mine altar that he dis,” Exod. xxi. 14 
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CHAP. IL 


Concerning the wife of Solomon ; concerning his wisdom and 
riches, and concerning what he obtained of Hiram for the 
building of the temple. 


ἡ 1. SOLOMON having already fettled himfelf firmly in 
his kingdom, and having brought his enemies to 
punifhment, he married the daughter of Pharaoh king of 
egypt, afd built * the walls of Jerufalem, much larger and 
ftronger than thofe that had been before, and thencetorward 
he managed public affairs verv peaceably : Nor was his youth 
any hindrance ia the exercife of juftice, or inthe obfervation 
οἱ the laws, or in the remembrance of what charges his father 
had given him at his death, but he difcharged every dut 
. with great accuracy that might have been ex pe&ed from fuck 
as are aged, and of the greateft prudence. He now refolved 
to go to Hebron, and facrifice to God upon the brazen altar 
that was builtby Mofes. Accordingly he offered there burnt 
_ offerings, in number a thoufand ; and when he had done this, 
he thought he had paid great honour to God ; for as he was 
afleep that very night God appeared tohim, and commanded 
him to afk of him fome gifts which he was ready to give him 
as a reward for his piety. So Solomon afked of God what 
was moft excellent. and of the greateft worth in itlelf, what 
God would beltow with the greateft joy, and what it was moft 
profitable for man to receive ;-for he did not defire to have 
eftowed upon him: either gold or filver, or any other. riches, 
as ἃ man anda youth might naturally have:done, tor ἐμεῖς are 
the things that generally are efteemed by molt men, as alone 
of thggreateft worth, and the beft gitts of God ; but, faid he, 
«* Give me, O Lord, afound mind, and a good underftanding, 
whereby I may {peak and judge the people according to truth 
and righteoufnefs.” Wath thefe petitions God was well 
leafed ; and promifed to give him all thofe things that he 
had not mentioned in his option, riches, glory, victory over 
his enemies: And in the firit place, underftanding and wis- 
dom, and this in fuch a degree, as no other mortal man, nei- 
ther kings nor ordinary perfons ever had. He alfo promifed 
to preferve the kingdom to his pofterity#tor a very long time, 
if he continued righteous, and obedient to him, and imitated 
his tather in thofe things wherein he excelled. When Solo- 
mon heard this from God, he prefently leaped out of his bed; 


Φ This building the walls of Jerufalem, foon after David’s death, illuftrates the 
¢onclution of the gift pfalm, where David prays, δι ἃ thou the walls of Ferufalem, 
they being, it {cems, unfinifhed or imperfect at that ime. Seechap. vii § 1, and, 
ch. vii. § 7. aifo » Kings ix, 16. ' 


> 


ΝΣ ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWs. [Book VIII. 


and when he had worfhipped him he returned to Jerufalem, 
and after he had offered great facrifices betore the tabernacle, 
he teafted ail his own family, 

2. Inthefe days an hard caufe came before him in judg- 
ment, which it was very dificult to find any end of ; and I 
think it neceffary to explain the fai, about which the conteft 
was that fuch as light upon my writings may know what a dif- 
ficult caufe Solomon was to determine, and thofe that are con- 
cerned in fuch matters may take this fagacity of the king’s for 
a pattern, that they may the more eafily give fentence about 
fuch queftions—T here were two women, who were harlots in 
the courfe of their lives, that came to him ; of whom fhe that 
feemed to be injured began to {peak firft, and faid, “ O king, 
Jand this other woman dwell together in one room : Now it 
came to pals that we both bore a fon at the fame hour of the 
fame day, and on the third day, this woman overlaid her fon, 
and killed it, and then took my fon out of my botom, and re- 
moved him to herfelf, and as 1 was afleep fhe laid her dead {on 
inmy arms. Now, when in the morning, 1 was defrous to 
give the breaft to the child, Idid not find my own, but faw the 
woman’s dead cluild lying by me, tor I confidered it exattly, 
and found it foto be. Hence it was that I demanded my fon, 
and when I could not obtain him, I have recourfe, my lord, to 
thy affiftance : tor fince we were alone, and there was no body 
there that could conviet her, fhe cares tor nothing, but per- 
feveres in the ftout denial of the faét.” When this woman 
had told this her ftory, the king afked the other woman what 
She had to fay in contradittion to that ftory ? But when fhe 
denied that {he had done what was charged upon her, and faid 
that it was her child that was living, and that it was her antag- 
onilt’s child that was dead, and when no one could deviie 
what judgment could be given, and the whole court were 
blind in there underflanding, and could not tell how jo find 
out this riddle, the king alone invented the following way 
how to difcover it : He bad them bring in both the dead child 
and the living child ; and fent one ot his guards, and comman- 
ded him to tetch a {word, and draw it, and to cut both the chil- 
dren into two pieces, that each of the women might have halt 
the living, and half the dead child. Hereupon all the people 
privately laughed at the king, as no more than a youth. But 
in the mcan time, fhe that was the real mother of the living 
child cried out, that he fhould not do fo, but deliver that child 
to the othcr woman as her own, for fhe would be {fatisfied with 
the lite ot the child, and with the fight of it, although it were 
efteemed the other’s child: But the other woman was ready 
to fee the child divided, and was defirous moreover that the 
firft woman fhould be tormented. When the king underftood 
that both their words proceeded {from the truth ot their paf- 
fions, he adjudged the child to her that cried out to fave it, 
‘ for that fhe was the real mother of it,and he condemned the 
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other as a wicked woman, who had not only killed her own 
child, but was endeavoured to fee her friend’s child deftroyed 
alfo. Now the multitude looked-on this determination asa 
reat fign and demonftration of the king’s fagacity and wil- ~ 
Som . and after that day attended to him as to one that hada 
divine mind. 

3. Now the captains of his armies, and officers appointed 
over the whole country, were thefe : Over the lot of Ep braim 
was Ures ; over the toparchy of Bethlehem, was Duioclerus ; 
Abinadab, who married Solomon’s daughter, had the region of 
Dura, and the fea coaft under him ; the great plain was under 
Benaiah, the fon οἱ Achilus, he alfo governed all the coun- 
try as far as Jordan ; Gabarius ruled over Gilead, and Gau- 
Janitus, and had under him the fixty great and tenced cities 
[ot Og]; Achinadab managed the affaurs of all Galilee, as tar 
as Sidon, and had himfelt alio married a daughter οἱ Soloman’s, 
whofe name was Bafima ; Banacates had the fea coaft about 
Arce, as had Shaphat mount Tabor, and Carmel, and [the 
lower| Galilee, as tar as the river Jordan ; one man was ap- 

. pointed over all this country : Shimei was intrufted with the 
Jot οἱ Benjainin; and Gabares had the country beyond Jordan, 

- over whom there was again one governor appuinted. Now 
the people of the Hebrews, and particularly the tibe of Ju- 
dah. received a wonderful increate when they betook them- 
felves*tohufbandry, and the cultivation of ‘their grounds ; tor 
as they enjoyed peace, and'were not diftra¢éted with wars and 
troubles, and having befides an abundant fruition of the mof 
defirable hberty, evéry one was buly in augmenting the pro- 
duct of their own lands, and making them worth more than 
they had tormerly been. 

4. lhe king had alfo other rulers, who were over the land of 
Syria, and of the Philiftines, which reached from the river Eu- 
phrates to Egypt, and thefe colletted his tributes of the na- 
tions. Now thefe contributed to the king’s table, and to his 
{upper every day, * thirty cori of fine flour, and fixty ot 


* It may not be amifs to compare the daily furniture of king Solomon's table, 
here fet down, and a Kings iv. 22, 9g. with the Itke daily furniture of Nehemiah 
the governor's table, after the Jews were come back from Babylon ; and to remem- 
ber withal, that Nehemiah was now building the walls of Jerufalem, and main- 
tained more than ufual above 150 confiderable men every ay, and that, becaufe 
the nation was then very poor, at his own charges alio, without laying any burdea 
upon the people at all. ‘+ Now that -\hich was prepared for me daily was one 
ox, and fix choice theep; allo fowls were prepared for me; and once in ten 
days, flore of all forts of wine ; and yet for all this I required not the bread of 
the governer, becaule the bondage was beavy upon this people,’ Neh. v. 18. See 
the whole context, ver. 14-19. Nor did the governor's ulual allowaace of 40 
Shekels of filver a-day, ver. 15. amount to L. 5. a-day, norto L. 1800 a-year. Nu 
does it indeed appear, that under the judges, or under Samuel the prophet, there 
was any fuch pubiic allowance to thode governors at all: ‘I hofe great charges upon 

“the public, for maintaining courts, came in with kings, as God foretuld thoy 
would, 1 Sam. viii, 11-28. 
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meal ; asalfoten fat oxen, and twenty oxen out of the paf- 
tures, and an hundred fat lambs ; all thefe were befides what 
were taken by hunting, harts and buffaloes, and birds and fith- 
es which were brought to the king by foreigners day by day, 
Solomon had alfo fo great a number of chanots, that the ftalis 
of his horfes for thofe chariots were forty thoufand ; and be- 
fides thefe he had twelve thoufand horfemen, the one half of 
which waited upon the king in Jerufalem, and the reft were 
difperfed abroad, and dwelt in the royal villages ; but the fame 
ofhcer whe provided tor the king his expences, fupplied alfe 
the todder forthe horfes, and ftill carried it to the place where 
the king abode at that time. 

5. Now the fagacity and wifdom which God had beftowed 
on Solomen was fo great, that he exceeded the ancients, info- 
much that he was no way inferior to the Egyptians, who are 
faid to have been beyond all men in underitanding ; nay, in- 
deed it is evident that their fagacity was-very much inferior to 
that of the king’s. He alfo excelled and diftinguifhed himfelf 
in wildom above thofe who were mofteminent among the He- 
brews at that time for fhrewduels; thofe 1 mean were Ethan, 
and Heman, and Chalco], and Darda. the fens of Mahol. He 
alfo compofed books of odes, and fongs, a thoufand and five, 
of parables and fimilitudes, three thoufand ; for he {pake a 
parable upon every fort of tree, from the hy{lop tothe cedar ; 
and in like manner alfo about beafts, about all forts of living 
creatures, whether upon the earth, or in the feas, or in the air; 
for he was not unacquainted with any of their natures, nor o- 
mitted enquiries about them, but deicribed them all like a phi- 
dofopher, and demonilrated his exquifite knowledge of their 
feveral properties. God alfo enabled him tuo learn that fhkill 
which * expels demons, which isa {cience ufetul and fanae 
- a1vetomen. He compofed fuch incantations alfo by which 
diftempers are alleviated. And he left behind hum the manner 
of ufing exorci{mry by which they drive away demons, fo that 
they never return ; and this method of cure 15 of great force 
ainto this day ; tor I have feena certain man of my own coun- 
try, whofe name was Eleazar, releafing people that was demon- 
iacal in the prefence of Vefpafian, and his fons, and his cap~ 
tains, andthe whole multitude of his foldiers. Tlie manner of 


* Some pretended fragments of thefe books of conjuration of Solomon are fill 
extant in Fabricius’s Cod. Piencepigr. Vet. Telt. page 1054, though I entirely 
differ from Jofephus in this his fuppofal, that {uch books and arts of Solomon 
welt parts of that w //om which was imparted to him by God in his younger 
days; they mutt rather have belonged to iuch profane but curious arts, 38 we find 
mentioned A&s xix 1-20. and had been derived from the idolatry and fuper- 
‘flition of his heathen vives and concubines in his old age, when he bad forlaken 
God, and God had toriaken him, and given him up to demonical delufions. 
Nor does Jofephus’s iiiaize account of the rqot Saara, (Of the War, B. VIII ch 
vi. § 9.) feem to be other than that of its magical uie in fuch conjurations. As for 
the fetowing hiftory it cuntirms what Chrift fays, Matt. xii.27. “fT by Balze~ 
ub ca our ons, © y whom do your fons caft them out ὃ" 
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the cure was this : He put a ring that had a root of oneof thofe 
forts mentioned by Solomon to the noftrils of the demoniac 
after which he drew out the demon through his noftrils : An 
when the man tell down immediately, he adjured him to re- 
turn into him no more, making {till mention of Solomon, and 
-reciting the incantations which he compofed. And when E- 
leazar would perfuade and demontftrate to the fpeétators that 
he had fuch a power, he fet a little way off a cup or bafon fulf 
of water, and commanded the demon, as he went out of the 
man, to overturn it, and thereby to let the {peftators know that 
he had left the man ; and when this was done, the {kill and. 
wifdom of Solomon was fhewed very manifeftly ; for which 
reafon if is that all men may know the vaftnefs of Solomon's 
abtlities, and how he was beloved of God, and that the extra- 
ordinary virtues of every kind with which this king was en- 
dowed, may not be unknown to any people under the fun ; for 
this reafon I fay, it is that we have proceeded to {peak fo large- 
ly of thefe matters. 

6. Moreover Hiram king of Tyre, when he had heard that 
Solomon fucceeded to his father’s kingdom, was very glad of 
it, for he was a friend of David’s. So he fent ambaffadors to 
him, and faluted him, and congratulated him or the prefent 
happy ftate of his affairs. Upon which Solomon fent him an e- 
piitle, the contents of which here follow : 


SOLOMON TO KING HIKAM. 


“ἃ Know thou that my father would have built a temple te 
God, but was hindered by wars, and continual expeditions, 
for he did not leave off to overthrow his enemies till he made 
them all fybjeé to tribute: But I give thanks to Goddor the 
peace l at prefent enjoy, and on that a¢count I am at leifure, 
and defign to build an houfe to God, for God foretold to my 
Father that fuch an houfe fhould be built by me ; wheretore ἢ 
defire thee to fend fome οὗ thy fubjeéts with mine to mount 
Lebanon to cut down timber, for the Sidonians are more {kil- 
ful than our people in cutting ot wood. As for wages to the 
hewers of wood, I will pay whatfoever price thou fhalt deter- 
mine.” - 

ἡ. When Hiram had read this epiffle, he was pleafed with 
ft’; and wrote back this an{wer to Solomon:: 


HIRAM TO KING-SOLOMON. 


“It is fitto blefs God, that he hath committed thy father’s 
government to thee, who art a wife man, and endowed with 


* Thefe epiftles of Solomon and Hiram are thole in 1 Kings v. 3—g. and, 85 
enlarged, ia s Chron. ii. g—16. but here given usin Sofephus in his own words 
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all virtues. As for myfelf, I rejoice at the condition thou art 
in, and will be {ubfervient to thee in all that thou fendeft to me 
about ; for when by my fubje&s I have cut down many and 
large trees of cedar, and cyprefs wood, I will fend them to 
fea, and will order my (ubjetts to make floats of them, and to 
fail to what place foever of thy country thou fhalt defire, and 
leave them there, after which thy fubje&ts may carry them to 
erufalem : But do thou take care to procure us corn for this 
timber which we ftand in need ot, becaufe we inhabit * in an 
ifland.”’ . 
8. The copies of thefe epifiles remain at this day, and are 
referved not only in our books, but among the Tyrians alfo, 
infomuch that if any one would know the certainty about them, 
he may defire of the keepers of the publicrecordsof Tyre to fhew 
him them, and he will find what 1s there fet down to agree with 
what we have faid. I have faid fo much out of adefire that my 
readers may know that we {peak nothing butthe truth, and do not 
compofe an hiftory out of fome plaufible relations, which de- 
ceive men and pleafe them at the fame time, nor attempt to a- 


* What Jofephus here puts into his copy of Hiram’s epiftie to Selomon, and 
repeats afterwards, chap. v. § 3. that Tyre was now an :/lind is not in any of the 
three other copies, viz, that of the Kin.zs, Chronicles, or Eufebius ; nor is it any 
other, I {uppofe, than his own conjeQural paraphrafe ; for when [ many years ago 
inquired into this matter I found the ftate of this famous city, and of the ifland, 
whereupon it ftood, to have been very different at diff. rent times. The refult ὁ 
my enquiries in this matter, with theeddition of fome later impraqvements, ftands 
thus : That the beft t. ftimonies hereto relating imply, that Palaeterus, or oldeft 
Tyre, was no other than that moft ancient fmaller fort or city Tyre, Gtuated on the 
eontinent, and mentioned in Josh. xix. 29. out of which the Canaanite or Pheni- 
cian inhabitants were driven into a large island, that lay not far off in the fea, by 
jorhne 3 that this island was then joined to the continent at the prefent remains of 

alzterus by a neck of land over againft Sol:mon's Cifterns, ftil! {0 called : and the 

city’s fresh water probably was carried along in pipes by that neck of land, and 
that this island was therefore in ftrictnefs no other than a peninfula, having erllages 
in tts fields, Ezek. xxvi. 6. and a wail about it, Amos i. το. and the city was not 
of fo great reputation as Sidon for fome ages : That it was attacked both by fea 
and land by Salmanaffer, ‘as Jolephus informs us, Antiq. B. IX ch xiv. ὶ 4. and 
afterwards came to be the metropolis of Phaenicia,. and was afterwards taken and 
deftroyed by Nebuchadnezzar, according te the numerous {cripture prophecies 
thereto relating, Ifa. xxiii Jer. xxv. 50. xxvii χ xivii. 4. Ezek. xxvi. xxvil. 
xxviii, That 70 years after that deftruction by Nebuchadnezzar this city was in 
{ome meafure revived and rebuilt, Ifa. xxiii. 17, 18. but that, as the prophet Eze- 
kie} had foretold, xxvi. 3, 4, 5, 14 xxvii. 44. the {ca arofe higher than before, till 
at laft it overflowed, not only the neck of land, but the main island or peninfula 
itfelf, and deftroyed that old and famous city forever ; that, however, there ftill 
remajned an adjoining {maller island, ence conne€ted to old Tyre itfelf hy Hiram, 
which was afterward inhabited ; to which Alexander the Great, with incredible 
pains, raifed a new bank or caufeway; And that it plainly ¢ppears from Maune 
drel!, a moft authentic eye-witnefs, that the old large and famous city, on the ori- 
ginal large island, is now laid fo generally under water, that fcarce more than 46 
acres of it, or rather of that adjoming {mall island, remain at this day; fo that 

rhaps not above an hundredth part of the firft island and city is now about water. 

his was foretold in the fame prophecies of Ezekicl ; and according to them, as 
Mr. Maundrell diftinétly obterves, thefe poor remains of old Tyre are now “ be. 
come like the top of a rock, a place for fpreading of nets in the midft of the f{ea.’* 


Chap. 11. ἀντίρυττιβ OF THE εἶνε. 399 


Void examination, nor defire men to believe us immediately ; 
nor are we at liberty to depart from {peaking truth, which is 
- the proper commendattons of an hiftorian, and yet be blame. 
lefs : But we infift upon no admiffion of what we fay, unlefs 
we be able to manifeft its truth by demonftration, and the 
ftrongeft vouchers. 

9. Now king Solomon, as foonas this epiftleof the king ot Tyre 
was brought him, commiended the readinefs and good will he 
declared therein, and repaid him in what he defired, and fent 
him yearly twenty thoufand cori of wheat, and as many baths 

of oil : Now the bath is able to contain feventy-two fextaries. 
He alfo fent him the fame meafure of wine. So the friend- 
fhip between Hiram and Solomon hereby increafed more and 
more ; and they {wore to ¢ontmue it forever. And the king 
appointed a tribute to be laid on all the people, of thirty thou- 
fand labourers, whofe work hte rendered eafy to them by pru-, 
dently dividing it among them; for he made ten thoufand 
cut timber in mount Lebanon for one month, and then to come 
home, and reft two months, until the time when the other 
twenty thoufand had finifhed their tafk at the appointed time; 
and fo afterward it came to pafs, that the firft ten thoufand 
teturned to their work every fourth month: And_ it was_ 
Adoram who was over this tripute. There were alfo of the 
ftrangers who were left by David, who were to carry tNe 
ftones, and other materials, feventy thoufand ; and of thofe. 
that cutthe ftones, eighty thoufand. Of thefe three thoufand ἡ 
and three hundred were rulers over the reft: Healfo enjoin- 
ed them to cut out large ftenes for the foundation of the tem- 
ple, and that they fhould fit them and unite them together in 
the mountain, and fo bring them to the city. This was done 
not only by our own country workmen, but by thofe works 
men whom Hiram fent alfo. . 


CHAP. mf. 
Of the building of the Temple. , 


41. SOLOMON began to’ build the temple in the fourth 

year of his reign, on the fecond month, which the 
Macedonians call Artemifus, and the Hebrews Jur, five hun- 
dred and ninety-two years after the Exodus out of Egypt, 
but after one thoufand and twenty years from Abraham’s com- 
ing out of Mefopotamia into Cariaan, and after the deluge one 
thoufand four hundred and forty years ; and from Adam the’ 
firft man who was created, until Solomon built the temple, 
there bad paffed in all three thoufand ‘one hundred and two 
years. Now that year on which the temple began to be built, 
was already the eleventh year of the reign of Hiram ;but frora! 

OL. 4, 2 
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the building of Tyre, to the building of the temple, there ha 
paffed two hundred ard forty years.. ; ᾿ 
2. Now therefore the king laid the foundations of the * tem- 
le very deep in the ground, and the matenals were flron 
ones, and fuch as would refift the force of time : Thefe 
were to unite themfelves with the earth, and become a bafss 
and a fure foundatton for that fuperftru@iure which was to be 
ecetied over it: They were to be fo ftrong, in order to fuftain 
with είς thofe vaft fuperftru@tures, and precious ormaments, 
whofe own weight was to be not lefsthan the weight of thofe 
other high and heavy buildings which the king defigned to be 
very ornamental and magnificent: They erected its enure 
body quite up to the root of white ftlone : Its height 
was fixty cubits, and its length was the fame, and its breadth 
twenty. There was another building ere&ted over it, e- 
qual to it in its.meafures ; fo that the entire altitude of the 
temple was an hundred and twenty cubits. Its front was to 
the eaft. As tothe porch, they built it before thetemple : Its 
length was twenty cubits, and it was fo ordered that it might 
agree with the breadih of the houfe; and it had twelve cubits 
in latitude, and its height was raifed as high as an hundred and 
twenty cubits. Healio built round about the temple thirty 
{mdils rooms, which might include the whole temple, by their 
Blofenefs one to another, and by their number, and outward 
_pofition round it. He alfo made paffages through them, that 
they might become into one through.another. Every one of 
thefe t rooms had five cubits in breadth, and the fame in length, 
butin height twenty. Above thefe there were other rooms, 
and others above them equal both in their meafures and num- 
ber ; fo that thefe reached to an height equal to the Jower part 
of the houfe ; tor the upper part had no buildings about it. 
The #of that was over the houfe was of cedar; and truly ev- 
ery one of thefe rooms had, a roof of their own, that was not 
eonnecled with the other rooms ; but for the other parts, there 
was a covered roof common to them all, and built with very 
long beams, that paffed threugh the reft, and through the 
whole building, that fo the middle walls being ftrengthened 
by the fame beams of timber, might be thereby made firmer : 
But as tor that part of the roof that was under the beams, it 
was made of the fame materials, and was all made {mooth, and 
had ornaments proper for roofs, and plates of gold nailed up- 
on them : And aske inclofed the walls with boards ot cedar, 


* Of the temple of Solomon, here de{cribed by Jofephus, in thf and the fol- 
lowing fe€tions of this chapter, {ee my deicription of the temples belonging to this 
work, chap. xiii. ! 

+ Thele imall rooms, or fide chambers, feem to have been, by Jofephus’s de- . 
fcription, no lefs than 20 cubits high a-piece, otherwife there muft have begn a large 
. &nterval between one and the other that was over it, anc this with double floors, the 

One of fix cubits diftance from the floor beneath it, as 1. Kings vi. 5. 
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fo he fixed on them plates of gold, which had fculptures upon 
them, {fo that'the whole temple fhined, and dazzled the eyes of 
fuch as entered, by the {plendor of the gold that was on every 
fide of them. Now the whole ftru€ture of the temple was made 
with great fkill, of polifhed ftones, and thofe laid together fo 
very harmonioufly.and fmoothly, that there appeared to the, 
{petiators no fign of any hammer, or other inftrument of ar- 
chite@ture, but as it, without any ufe of them, the entire ma-- 
terials had naturally united themielves together, that the agree- 
ment of one part with another feemed rather to have been na- 
_tural. than.to have arifen from the force of tools upon them. 
The king alfo had a fine contrivance for an afcent to the up- 
per room over thetemple, and that was by fteps in the thick- 
nefs of its wall; for it had no large door on the eaft end, as the 
lower houfe had, but the entrances were by the fides, through 
very {mall doors. Healfo overlaid the temple, both within 
and without, with boards of cedar, that were kept clofe to- 
gether by thick chains, fo that this contrivance was in the na- 
ture of a fupport and a ftrength to the building. 
"3. Now when the king had divided the temple into two parts, 
he made the inner-houle of twenty cubits levery way |, to be 
the moft fecret chamber, but he appointed that of forty cubits ᾿ 
to be the fanétuary : And when he had cut adoor-placeoutof ¢ 
the wall, he put therein doors of cedar, and. overlaid thegt . 
with a great deal of gold, that had {culptures upon it. He al- 
fo had veils of blue, and purple, and {carlet, and the brighteft 
and fofteft linen, with the moft curious flowers wrought upon 
them, which were to be drawn ‘before thofe doors. He alfo 
dedicated forthe moft fecret place, whofe breadth was‘twenty 
cubits, and length the fame, two cherubims of * folid gold ; 
the height of each of them was five cubits: They had each ot 
them two wings ftretched out as far as five cubits ; whgrefore 
Solomon fet them up not far trom each other, that with one 
wing they might touch the fouthern wall ot the fecret place, 
and with another the northern : Their other wings, which join- 
ed to each other, were a covering tothe ark, which was fet be- 
tween them: But nobody can tell, or even conje€ture, what. 
was the fhape of thefe cherubims. He alfo laid the floor of 
«ἴῃς temple with plates of gold ; and he added doorsto the gate 
of the temple, agreeable to the meafure of the height of the 
wall, but in breadth twenty cubits, and on them he glewed 
gold plates. And, to fay all in one word, he left no part of 
the temple, neither internal, nor external, but what was cover- 


* Jofephus fays here that the cherubims were of /olid gold, and only five cubits high, 
while out Hebrew copies, 1 Kings vi. 23, 28. fay they were of the olive tree, and 
the LXXITI. of the cyprefs tee, and only overiaid with gald ; and both agree they 
were 1Ocubits high. I fuppofe the number is bere fafely tranicribed, and that 16». 
icphus wrote ten cubits al{o, - 
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ed with gold. He alfo had curtains drawn over thefe doors, in 
Jike manner as they are drawn over the inner doors of the moft 
holy place ; but the porch ot the temple had nothing of that 
fort. ᾿ | oo 

' 4. Now Solomon fent for an artificer out of Tyre, whofe 
name was Hiram: He was by birth of the trike of Naphtahi, 
on the mother’s fide (for fhe was of that tribe), but his father 
was Ur, of the ftock ot thelfraelites. This man was fkilful in 
all forts of work ; but his chief fkill lay in working 1n gold, 
and filver, and brafs, by whom were made all the mechanical 
works about the temple, according tathe wil! of Solomon. 
Moreover, this Hiram made *two [hollow] pillars, whofe 
outiides were of brafs, and the thicknefs of the ‘brafs was four 
fingers breadth, and the heigth of the pillars was eighteen cu- 
bits, and their circumference twelve cubits ; but there was 
caft with each of their chapiters lilly work that ftood upon the 
pillar, and it waselevated five cubits, round about which there 
was net-work interwoven with {mall palms, made of brafs, and 
covered the lilly work. To thisalfo were hung two hundred 
_ pomegranates, in two rows: The one of thefe pillars he fet at 
the entrance of the porch on the right hand, and called it Za- 
chin, and the other at the left hand, and called it Booz. 

~ §. Solomon alio caft a brazen fea, whofe figure was that of 
#a hemifphere: This brazen veffel was called a fea for its 
largenefs, for the laver was ten teet in diameter, and caft of 
the thicknefs of a palm: Its middle part refted on a fhort 
pillar, that had ten {pirals round it ; and‘that pillar was ten cu- 
bits in diaméter. There ftood round about it twelve oxen, 
that looked to the four winds of heaven, three to each wind, 
having their hinder parts depreffed, that fo the hemif{fphenal 
veffel might reft upon them, which itlelf was alfo depreffed 
round gbout inwardly. Now this fea contained three thou- 
fand baths. 

6, Healfo made ten brazen bafes for {o many quadrangular 
lavers: The length-of every one of thefe bafes was five cu- 
bits, and the breadth four cubits, and the height fix cubits. 
This veffel was partly turned and was thus contrived : There 
were four fmall quadrangular pillais that ftood one at each 
corner, thefe had the fides of the bafe fitted to them on each 
quarter ; they were parted into three parts; Eyery interval 
had a border fitted to jupport [the laver] ; upon which was: 
engraven, in one place a lion, and nan other placea bull, and 
an eagle. The jmalj pillars had the fame animals engraven 
that were engraven qn the fides. The whole work was eleva- 
ted, and ftood upon tour wheels, which were alfo caft, which 


* As for thefe two famous pillars, Jartin and Booz, their heizht could be ne 
more than 38 cubits,as here, and 1 Kings vii, 15. 2 Kings xxv..17. Jer Jii δι. 


thoie 35 cubits, in 2 Chron. iii. 15. being contrary to allthe rules of architeGlure 
ἐπ the world. 
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had alfo naves and felloes, and were a foot and an half in di- 
ameter. Any one who faw the {pokes ot the wheels, how ex- 
a&ily they were turned, and united to the fides of the bafes 
and with what harmony they agreed to the felloes, would 
wonder at them, However their ftru€ture wag this: Certain. 
, fhoulders of hands ftretched out held the corners above, up- 
on which refted a fhort {piral pillar, that lay under the hollow, 
part of the laver, refting upon the four-part of the eagle and 
the lion, which were adapted to them, infomuch that thofe 
who viewed them would think they were.of one piece : Be- 
tween thele.were engravings of palm trees. This was the con- 
ftruftion of the ten bafes. He alfo made ten large round brals 
veflels, which were the lavers themfelves, each of which con-. 
tained * forty baths : For it had its height four cubits, and its 
- edges were as much diftant from each other. He’alfo placed 
thefe lavers upon theten bafes that were called Mechonoth ;. 
and he fet five of the lavesson the + left fideot the temple, .. 
which was that fide towards the north wind, and as many on 
the right fide, towards the fouth, but looking towards the eaft : 
The fame [eaftern | way healfo fetthe tea. Now, he appoin- 
ted the fea to be for wathing the hands and the feet of the priefts, 
when entered into the temple, and were to af{cend the altar, 
but the layers to cleanfe the entrails of the -beafts that were 
to be burnt-offerings, with their feet alfo. 
4. Healfo made a brazen altar, whofe length was twenty. 
cubits, and its breadth the fame, and its height ten, for the 
burnt offerings. Heal{o made all its veffels of brafs, the pots 
and the fhovels, and the bafons, and befides thefe, the f{uf- 
fers and the tongs, and all its other veffels, he made-ot brafs, 
and fuch brafs as was in {plendor and beauty like gold. The 
king alfo dedicated a great number of tables, but one that was 
Jarge and made of gold, upon which they fet the loaves of 
God ; and he made ten thoufand more that refembled them, 
but were done after another manner, upon which lay the vials, 
and the cups: Thofe ot gold were twenty thoufand ; thofe of 
filver were torty thoufand. He alfo made ten thoufand can- 
dlefticks, according to the command of Mofes, one of which he 


* The round or cylindrical lavers of four cubits in diameter, and four in height, 
both in our copies, : Kings vit. 38, 39. and herein Jotephus, muft have contain- 
ed a great deal more than thefe 40 baths, which are always assigned them. ἽΝ τς 
the error lies is hard to lay: Perhaps Jofephus honeftly followed his copies here, 
though they had been corrupted, and he was not able to reftore the true reading. [π 
the mean time, the 40 baths are, probably τῆς true quantity contained in cach laver, 
fince they went upon wheels, and were to be drawn by the Levites about the courts | 
of the priefts, for the wafhings they were defigned for; and had they held much 
more, they would have been too heavy to have been fo drawn. 

+ Here Jofephus gives us a key to his own languag ", of right and /eft hand in the 
tabernaele and temple, that by the right hand he means what is azainft our /eft when 
we fuppofe ourfelves going up from the eaft gates of the courts towards the taber- 
nacle or temple themfelves, and fo vice ver/u : whence it follows, that the pillar Fa- 
chin, on the right hand of the temple, was on the fouth, againft our left hand, and 
Booz on the north, againft our right hand, . 
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.- 
dedicated for the temple. that it might burn in the day-time, 
according to the law; and one table with loaves upon it, on 
the north fide of the temple, over againft the candleftick ; for 
this he fet on the fouth fide, but the golden altar ftood between 
them. All thefe veffels ware contained in that part of the holy 
_ houfe, which was forty cubits long, and were before the vail 

of that moft fecret place wherein the ark was to be fet. 
8. The king alfo made pouring veffels, in number eighty 
. thoufand,.and an hundred thoufand golden vials, and twice ἃς 
many filver vials ; Of golden difhes, im order therein to offer 
kneaded fine flour at the altar, there were eighty thoufand, 
and twice as many of filver. Ot large bafons alfo, wherein 
they mixed fine Hour with oil, fixty thoufand of gold, and 
twice asmany of filver. Of the meafures like thofe which 
Mofes called the Hin, and the Affaron, [a tenth deal], there 
were twenty thoufand of gold, and twice as many of filver. 
The golden cenfers, in which they carried the incenfe to the 
altar, were twenty thoufand : The other cenfers, in which they 
carried fire from the great altar to the little altar, within the 
temple, were fifty thoufand. The facerdotal garments, which 
belonged to the high prieft, with the long robes, and_ the ora- 
cle, and the precious ftones, were ἃ thoufand. But the * 
_ crown, upon which Mofes wrote [the name of | God, was on- ἢ 
ly one, and hath remained to this very day. He alfo made 
ten thoufand facerdotal garments of fine linen, with purple 
girdles, for every prieft; and two hundred thoufand trumpets, 
according to-the command of Mofes : Alfo two hundred thou- 
fand garments of fine linen for the fingers, that were Levites, 
And he made mufical inftruments, and fuch as were invented 
, for’ finging of hymns, called Nable and Cinyra, { pfalteries 
and harps |, which were made of ele&run, [the fineft brafs |, 
forty thoufand. | 
9. Solomon made all thefe things for the honour of God, 
with great variety and magnificence, {paring no coft, but uf- 
ing all poffible liberality in adorning the temple; and thefe 
thing~ he dedicated to the treafures of God. Fie alfo placed a 
partution round about the temple, whichin our tongue we call 
Grfon, but it is called Thrigcos by the Greeks, and he raifed it 
up tothe height of three cubits ; and it was tor the exclufion 
of the multitude from coming into the temple, and fhewing 
that it was a place that was free and open only for the priefts. 
He alfo built beyond this court a temple, whofe figure was 
that of a quadrangle, and ereéted for it great and broad cloif- 
ters; this was entered into by very high gates, each of which 
had its front expofed to one of the [four | winds, and were fhut 
by golden doors. Intothis temple all the people entered that 


* Of the golden plate on the high prieft's forehead that was in being in the da 
“wes and a century or two at leaft ‘ater, fee the note on Antiq. B. III. ς 
ii, § 6. 
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were diftinguithed from the reft by being pure, and obfervant 
of the laws. But he made that temple which was beyond this 
- a wonderful one indeed, and {uch as exceeds alf defcription in 
words ; nay, if I may fo fay is hardly believed upon fight ; 
for when he had filled u great valleys with earth, which, on 
account of their immenfe depth, could not be looked on, when 
you’ bended down to fee them, without pain, and had elevated 
the ground four hundred cubits, be made it to be ona level. 
with the top of the mountain, on which the temple was built, 
and by this means the outmofttemple, which was expofed to 
the air, was *even with the temple itfelf. He encompaffed 
this alfo with a building of a double row of cloifters, which 
ftood on high upon pillars of native ftone, while the roofs were 
of cedar, and were polifhed in a manner proper for fuch high 
roofs, but he made all the doors of this temple of filver. 


CHAP. IV. 


Hew Solomon removed the ark into the temple; how he made - 
Supplication to God, and offered public facrifices to him. 


q 1. WHEN king Solomon had finifhed thefe works, thefe 

. large and beautiful buildings, and had laid up his 
donations in the temple, and all this in the interval of + feven 
years, and had given a demonftration of his riches and alacri- 
ty therein, infomuch that any one wha, faw it would have 
thought it muft have been an immenfe time ere it: could have 
been finifhed ; and [would be furprifed] that fo much fhould 
be firrifhed in fo fhort a time ; fhort, I mean, if compared with 
the greatnefs of the work ; he alfo wrote to the rulers andelders 
of the Hebrews, and ordered all the people to gather themfelves 
together to Jerufalem, both to fee the temple which he had 
built, and to remove the ark of God into it: And when this 
invitation of the whole body of the people to come to Jerufa- 
lem was every where carried abroad, it was the feventh month 


* When Jofephus here fays, that the floor of the outmeft temple, or court’ of 
the Gentiles, was with vaft labour raifed to be even, or of equal herght with the 
floor of the inner, or court of the priefts, he muft mean this in a grofs eftimation 
only, for he and all others agree, that the inner temple, or court of the priefts, was a 
few cubits more elevated than the middle court, the court of Ifrael, and that much 
more was the court of the priefts elevated feveral cubits above thet outmoft court, 
. finee the courtof Ifrael was lower than the one, and high τ than the other. 

+ The Septuagint fay, ‘that they prepared timber and {tones to build the tem- 
ple for three years,” 1 Kings v. 18 and although neither our prefent Hebrew copy, 
nor Jofephus,’ dire€tly name, that number of years, yet do they both fay the build- 
ing itfelf did not begin till Solomon’s fourth year; and both {peak of the prepara- 
tion of materials before hand, 1 Kings v. 18. Antiq. Β. VIEI.ch.v § 1. There 
is no reafon therefore to alter the Septuagint’s number, but we are to fuppofe three 
years to have been the juft time of preparation, as] have done in my computatron 
ef the expence in building tat temple. 
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before they came together; which month is by our coun: 
trymen called Thz/rz, but by the Macedonians Hyperberetaus. 
The feaft of tabernacles happened to fall at the fame time, 
which was by the Hebrews as a moft holy and moft eminent 
feaft. So they carried the ‘ark and the tabernacle which 
_Mofes had pitched, and all the veffels that were for min- 
iftration, 0 the facrifices of God, and * removed them to the 
temple. The king himfelf, and all the people and the Levites, 
went before, rendering the ground moift with facrifices, and 
drink-offerings, and the blood of a great number of oblations, 
and burning an immenfe quantity of incenfe, and this till the 
very air itfelf every where round about was fo full of thefe o- 
dours, that it met in a moft agreeable manner, perfons at a great 
diftance, and was an indication of God’s prefence, and, as 
mens opinions was, of his habitation with them in this newly 
built and confecrated place, tor they did not grow weary either 
ot finging hymns, or of dancing, until they came to the tem- 
ple: And in this manner did they ¢arty the ark. But when 
they fhould transfer it into the moft fecret place, the reft of the 
multitude went away, and only thofe priefts that cartied it fet 
it between the two cherubims, which embracing it with their 
wings, for fo were they framed by the artificer, they covered it 
as under a tert, or acupola. Now the ark contained nothing 
οἶδ. but thofe two tables of ftone that preferved the ten com- 
mandments, which God fpake to Mofes in mount Sinal, and 
which were engraved upon them; but they fet the candleftick’ 
and table, and the golden altar, in the temple, before the moft 
fecret place inthe very fame places wherein they ftood till 
thattime in the tabernacle. So they offered up the daily facrifices; 
but for the brazen altar, Solomon fet it before the temple, over 
againit the door, that when the door was opened, it might be 
expoled to fight, and the facred folemnities, and the richnefs of 
the facrifice, might be thence feen: And all the reft of the 
vellels they gathered together, and put them within the tem- 

6. : 
᾿ 2. Now as {oon.as the priefts had put all things in order a- 
bout the ark, and were gone out, there came fown a thick 
cloud and ftood there, and {pread itfelf, after a gentle manner, 
into the temple, fuch a cloud it was as was diffufed, and tem- 
perate, not fuch a rough one as we fee full of rain in the win- 
ter feafon. This cloud fo darkened the place, that one prieft 


could not difcern anuther but it afforded to the minds οἱ alla ©. 


vifible image, and glorious appearance of God's having de- | 
{cended into this temple, and of his having gladly pitched his 
tabernacle therein. So thefe men were intent upon this 
thought. But Solomon rofe up, (for he was fiting before), ahd 


* This folemn removal of the ark from mount Sion te mount Moriah, at the 
diftance of almoft three quarters of a mile, confutes that notion of the moders 
Jews, and followed by many Chriftians aifo, as if thofe two were after a fort ons 
and the fame mountain, for which there is, I think, very little foundation, 


- 
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ufed fuch words to God as he thought agreeable to the divine 
nature toreceive, and fit for him togive: For he χά,“ Thou 
haft an eternal houfe, O Lord, and fuch an one as thou haft 
created for thy felt out of thine own works ; we know it to be 
the heaven. and the air, and the earth, and the fea, which 
thou pervadeft. nor art thou contained within their limits. I 
have indeed built this temple to thee, and thy name; that from 
thence when we facrifice, and perform facred operations we 
.may fend our prayers up into the air, and may conftantly be- 
lieve that thou art prefent, and art not remote from what is 
thine own ; for neither when thou feeft all things, and heareft 
- all things, nor now, when it pleafes thee to dwell here, doft 
thou leave the care of all men, but rather thou art very near 
to them all, but efpecially thou art prefent to thofe that addrefs 
themfelves to thee, whether by night or by day.”- When he 
had thus folemnly addreffed himfelt to God, he converted his 
difcourfe tothe multitude, and fircngly reprefented the power 
and providence of God to them ; how he had fhewed all things 
that were come to pafs to David his father, as many of thofe 
things had already come to pafs, and the reft would certainly 
come to pafs hereafter ; and how he had given him his name, 
and told to David what he fhould be called before he was born; 
and foretold, that when he fhould be king after his father’s 
death, he fhould build him a temple, which fince they {aw ac- 
complifhed accordmg to his prediction, he required them ta 
blefs God, and by believing him, from the fight of what they 
had feen accomplifhed never to defpair of any thing that he 
had promifed forthe future; in order totheir happineis, or fuf- 
peét that it would uot come to pafs, 

3. When the king had thus difcaurfed to the multitude, he 
looked again towards the temple, and lifting up his right hand 
to the multitude, he faid,‘‘ It is not poflible by what men can 
do to return fufficient thanks to God for his benefits beftowed 
upon them, tor the deity ftands in need of nothing, and is above 
any fuch requital: But fo far as we have been made fuperior, 
O Lord, to other animals by thee, it becomes us to blefs thy 
majefty, and it is neceffary for usto return thee thanks for 
what thou haft beftowed upon our houfe, and on the Hebrew 
people ; for with what other inftrument can we better appeafe 
thee, when thou art angry at us, or more properly preferve 
thy favour, than with our voice ? which, aswe have it from 
the air, fo do we know that by that air it afcends upwards [to- 
wards the]. I therefore ought myfelf to return thee thanks 
thereby, 1n the firft place, concerning my father, whom thou 
. haft railed from obf{curity unto fogreat joy ; and inthenext place 

concerning my felf, fince thou haft performed all that thou haft 
promifed unto this very day. AndI befeech thee for the time to 
come, to afford us whatfoever thou, O God, hait power tobeflow 
onfuchas thou doft efteem ; and toaugment our houfe torallages, 
as thou haft promifed to David my father to do, both in his life« 

Vou. I A 3 


we 
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time and at his death, that our kingdom fhall continue, and that 
his pofterity {bould fucceffively receive it toten thoufand gen- 
erations. Do not thou theretore fail to give us thefe bleflings, 
and to beftow on my children that virtue m which thou 
delighteft. And befides 4}} this I humbly befeech thee, that 
thou wilt let fome portion of thy fpirit come down and inhab- 
it in this temple, that thou mayefl appear to be with us upon 
earth. Astothyfelf, the entire heavens, and the 1mmenfity 
of the things that are therein, are but a {mall habitation for 
thee, much more is this poor temple fo ; but I entreat thee to 
keep as thine own houfe, from being deftroyed by curene- 
mies for ever, and to take care of it as thine own poffeffion : 
But if this people be found to have finned, and be thereupon 
affli&ted by thee with any plague, becaufe ot their fin, as with 
dearth, or peftilence, or any other affli€tion which thou ufeft 
to infli€t on thofe that tranfgrefs any of thy holy laws, and if 
they fly all of them to this temple, befeeching thee, and beg- 
ging of thee to deliver them, then do thou hear their prayers, 
as being within thine houfe, and have merey upon them, and 
deliver them trom their affli€tions ; nay, moreover, this help 
is what 1 implore of thee, not for the Hebrews only, when 
they are in diftrefs, but when any fhall come hither from any 
ends of the world whatfoever, and fhallreturn from their finsand 
implore thy pardon, do thou then pardon them, and hear their 
prayer. Forhereby all fhall learn that thou thyfelf waft pleaf- 
ed with the building of this houfe for thee ;.and that we are 
not ourfelves of an unfociable nature, nor behave ourfelves 
like enemies to fuch as are not of our own. people; but are 
willing that thy affiftance fhould be communicated by thee 
to all men in common, and that they may have the enjoyment 
of thy benefits beftowed upon them.” ΝΞ 

4- When Solomon had faid this, and had caft himfelf upon 
the ground, and worlhipped a long time, he arofe up, and 
brought facrifices to the altar ; and when he had filled it with 
-anblemifhed viétims, he moft evidently difcovered that God 
had with pleafyure accepted of all that he had facrificed to hum, 
for there came a fire running out of the air, and rufhed with 
violence upon the altar, in the fight of all, and caught hold of 
and confumed the facrifices. Now, when this divine appear- 
ance was feen, the people fuppofed ut to be a demonftration of 
God’s abode in the temple, and were pleafed with if, and fell 
down upon the ground, and worfhipped. Upon which the 
king began to blefs God, and exhorted the multitude to do 
the fame, as now having fufficient indications of God’s favour- 
able difpofition to them ; and to pray that they might always 
have the like indications from him, and that he twould pre- 
ferve in them a mind pure from all wickednels, in righteouf- 
nefs and religious worfhip, and that they might continue in 
the obfervation οἱ thofe precepts which God had given them 
by Mofes, becaufe, by that means the Hebrew nation would 
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be happy, and indeed the moft bleffed of all nations among all 
mankind. He exhorted them alfo to be mindful, that by what 
methods they had attained their prefent good things, by the 
fame they muft preferve them fure to themfelves, and make 
them greater, and more than they were at prefent; for that it 
was not {fufficient for them to fuppofe they had received them 
on account of their piety and righteoufnefs, but that they had 
no other way Of preferving them for the time tocome for that 
it 1s not fo great a thing for men to acquire fomewhat which 
they want, as to preferve what they have acquired, and to be 
guilty of no fin, whereby it may be hurt, 
Lo ἢ: So when the king had fpoken thus to the multitude, he 
diffolved the congregation, but not ull he had completed his 
oblations, both for himfelf and for the Hebrews, mfomuch 
that he facrificedtwenty and two thoufand oxen, and an hun- 
dred and twenty thoufand fheep ; for ther: it was that the tem- 
ple did firft of all tafte of the viélims, and all the Hebrews, 
with their wives and children, teafted therein: Nay, befides: 
this, the king then obferved {plendidly and magnificently the 
feaft which is called the Feat of Tabernacles, before the tem- 
ple, for twice feven days, and he then feafted, together with all 


the People. . 
6. When all thefe folemnities were abundantly fatisfied, and 
nothing was omitted that concerned the divine worfhip, the 
king difmiffed them ; and they every one went to their own 
homes, giving thanks to the king for the care he had taken of 
them, and the works he had done for them ; and praying to 
God to preferve Solomon to be their king for a long time. 
They alfo took their journey: home with rejoicing, and 
making merry, and finging hymns to God: And indeed the 
pleafure they enjoyed, took away the fenfe of the pains they all 
underwent in their journey home.- So when they had brought 
the ark into the temple, and had feen its greatnefs, and how 
fine it was, and hgd been partakers of the many facrifices that 
had been offered, and of the feftivals that had been folemnized, 
they every one returned to their own cities. Buta dream that 
appeared to the kingin his fleep, informed him, That “ God 
had heard his prayers ; and that he would not only preferve 
the temple, but would always abide in it, that is,in cafehis pof- 
terity and the whole multitude would be righteous. And for 
himfelf, it faid, that if he continued according to the admoni- 
tions of his father, he would advance him to an immenfe de- 
gree of dignity and happinefs, and that then his pofterity (ποι ἃ 
e kings of that country ,of the tribe of Judah, for ever: But that 
ftill if he fhould be found a betraver οἱ the ordinances of the 
Jaw, and forget them, and turn away to the worthip of flrange 
gods, he would cut him off by the roots, and would neither 
fuffer any remainder of his tamily to continue nor would o- 
verlook the people of Hrael, or preferve them any longer from 
afflictions, but would utterly deftroy them with ten thoufand 
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wars and misfortunes ; would caft them out of the land which 
he had given their fathers, and make them fojourners in ftrange 

lands ; and deliver that temple which was now built, to re 
burnt and f{poiled by their enemies ; and that city to be utterly 

overthrown by the hands of their enemies ; and make their 
miferies deferve ta be a proverb, and fuch as fhould very hard- 
hy be credited for their {tupendous magnitude, till their neigh- 

bours, when they fhould hear ot them, fhould wonder at their 

calamities and very earneftly enquire fer the occafion, why 

the Hebrews, who had been jo far advanced by God to fuch 
glory and wealth, fhould be then fo hated by him? And that 
the an{wer that fhould be made by the remainder of the peo- 
ple fhould be, by contefling their fins, and their tran{greffion 

of the laws of their country.”’ Accordingly, we have it tranf- 
mitted to usin writing, that thus did Ged {peak to Solomon. 
in his fleep. | | | 


CHAP. V. 


How Solomon built himfelfa royal palace, very coftly and {plen- 
did ; and how he folued the riddles which were fent him, by 


Hiram. 


41. A? TER the building of the temple, which, as we have 

before faid, was finilhed in feven years, the king 
laid the foundation of his palace, which he did not finifh un- 
der thirteen years, for he was not equally zealous in the build- 
ing of this palace as he had been about the temple: For.as to 
that, though it was agreat work, and required wonderful and 
jurprifing application, yet God,, for whom it’was made, fo 
far co-operated therewith, that it was fimfhed in the toremen- 
tioned number of years; but the palace, which was a building 
much inferior in dignity to the temple, both on account that 
its materials had not been fo long betore hand gotten ready, 
nor had been fo zealoufly prepared, and on account that this 
was only an habitatian tor kings, and not for God, it was 
longer in finifhing. However,’ this building was raifed fo 
magnificently, as fuited the happy ftate of the Hebrews, and 
of the king thereof : But it ig neceffary that I defcribe the en- 
tire ftructure and difpofition of the parts, that fo thofe that 
light upon this book, may thereby make aconjetture, and, as 
" It were, have a profpe& of its magnitude. 

2. This houfe was a Iargeand curious building, and was fup- 
ported by many pillars, which Solomon built to contain a 
multitude for hearing caufes, and taking cognizance ot {uits. 
It was fufficiently capacious to contain a great body ot men, 
who would come together to have their caufes determined. It 
was an hundred cubits long, and fifty broad, and thirty high, 
{upported by quadrangular pillars, which were all of cedar, but 
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its roof was according to the * Corinthian order, with folding 
doors, and their adjoining pillars of equal magnitude, each 
fluted with three cavities; which building was at once firm, 
and very ornamental. There was alfo another houfe fo order- 
ed, that its entire breadth was placed in the middle : It was 
quadrangular, and its breadth was thirty cubits, having a 
temple over againft it, railed upon mafly pillars; in which 
temple there wasa largeand very glorious room, wherein the king 
{atin judgment. To thig was joined another houfe that was built . 
for his queen.. There were other {maller edifices for diet, and 
or fleep, after public matters were over: And thefe were all 
floored with boards of cedar. Same of thefe Solomon built 
with ftones of ten cubits, and wainfcotted the wall with other 
{tones that were fawed, and were of great value, fuch as are 
dug out of the earth for the ornaments of temples, and to make 
fine profpetts in royal palaces, and which make the mines 
whence they are dug famous. Now the contexture of the cu- 
rious workmanfhip of thefe ftones was in three rows, but the 
fourth row would make one admire its fculptures, whereby 
were reprefented trees, and all forts of-plants, with the fhades 
that arofe from their branches, and leaves that hung down from 
thein. Thofe trees and plants covered the ftone that was be- 
neath them, and their leaves were wrought fo prodigious thin 
and fubtile, that you would think they were in motion: But 
the other part up to the root was platftered over, and, as it 
wcre, embroidered with colours and piétures. He moreover 
built other edifices for .pleafure ; as alfo very long cloifters, 
and thofe fituate in an agreeable place of the paiace ; and among 
them a moft glorious dining-room, for teaitings: and compo 
tations, and full of gold, and fuch other furniture as fo fine a 
room ought to have for the conveniency of the guefts, and 
where all the veffels were made of gold. Now it is very hard 
to reckon upthe magnitude, and the variety of the royal apart- 
‘ments ; how many rooms there were of the largeft fort ; how 
many of a bignefs interior to thofe ; and how many that. were 
fubterraneous and invifible ; the curiofity ot thofe that enjoyed 
the trefh air ; and the groves for the moft delighttul profpeét, 


* This mention of the Corinthian ornaments of architecture in Solomon's palace 
by Jofephus, feems to be here fet down by way of prolepfis; tor although it ap- 
pears to me, that the Grecian and Roman moft ancient orders of architeCture were 
- taken from Solomon’s temple, as from their original patterns, yet isit not fo cleag 
that the laft and moft ornamental order the Coriuthian was fo ancient, although what 
the lame Jofephus fays, Of the War, B. V. ch. v. § 3. that one of the gates 
of Herod’s temple was built according to the rules of this Corinthian order is 
no way improbable, that order being, without difpute, much older than the reign 
of Herod. However, upon fome trial, I confefs 1 have not hitherto been able ful. 
ly to underftand the ftru€ture of this palace of Solamon’s, either as defcrited im 
our Bibles, or even with the additionel help of this deicription here by Jofephus ; 
only the reader may eafily oblerve with me, that the mealures of this firft building 
in Jofephus, 100 cubits long, and 50 cubits broad, are the very fame with the area 
ef the court of the tabernacle of Moles, and [υἱὲ half an Egyptian aroura or acre. 
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for the avoiding the heat, and covering of their bedies. And 
to fay all in brief, Solomon made the whole building entirel 
ot white flone, and cedar wood, and gold, andfilver. Heal- - 
fo adorned the roofs and walls with ftones fet in gold, and 
beautified them thereby in the fame manner as he had beau- 
tified the temple of God with the like ftones. Healfo made 
himfelf a throne of prodigious bignefs, of ivory, conftructed 
as a feat of juftice, and having fix fteps to it ; on every one of 
which ftood, on each end οἱ the ftep, two lions, two other h- 
ons ftanding above alfo ; but at the fitting place of the throne, 
hands came out, and received the king ; and when he fat 
backward, he refted on half a bullock, that looked towards his 
_ back, but ftill all was taftened together with gold. 

3. When Solomon had completed all this in twenty years 
time, becaufe Hiram king of Tyre had contributed a great 
deal of gold, and more filver to thefe buildings, as alfo cedar 
wood and pine wood, he alfo rewarded Hiram with rich pref- 
ents; corn he fent him alfo year by year, and wine and oul, 
which were the principal things that he ftood in need of, be- 
caufe he inhabited an ifland, as we have already faid. And 
befides thefe, he granted him certain cities of Galilee, twenty 
in number, that lay not far from Tyre; which, when Hiram 
went to, and viewed, and did not like the gift, he fent word ta 
Solomon, that he did not want fuch cities as they were ; and 
after that time thofe cities were called the land of Cabul, which 
name, if it be interpreted according to the language οἱ the 
Phenicians, denotes, whut does not pleafe. Moreover, the 
king οἱ Tyre fent {ophifms and enigmatical fayings to Solo- 
mon, and defired he would folve them, and free them from 
the ambiguity that wasin them. Now fo fagacious and un- 
derftanding was Solomon, that none of thefe problems were 
too hard for him, but he conquered them all, by his reafon- 
ings, and difcovered their hidden meaning, and brought it to 
light. Menander. alfo, one who tranflated the Tyrmn archives 
out ot the dialeét of the Phenicians, into the Greek language, 
makes mention of thefe two kings, where he fays thus : ‘' When 
Abibalus was dead, his fon Hiram received the kingdom trom 
him, who, when he had lived fifty-three years,- reigned thir- 
ty-four, He raifed a bank in the large place, and dedicated 
the golden pillar which is in Jupiter’s temple, He alfowent ᾿ 
and cut down materials of timber out of the mountain called 
Libanus, for the roof of temples ; and when he had pulled 
down the ancient temples, he both built the temple ot Hercu- 
Jes and that of Aftarte: And he firft fet up the temple ot Her. - 
cules in the month Peritius; he alfo made an expedition a- 
gamit the Euchi [or Titir] who did not pay their tribute, 
and when he had fubdued them tc himfelt he returned. Under 
this king there was Abdemon, a very youth in age, who al- 
ways conquered the dificult problems which Solomon, king 
of Jerufalem, commanded him to explain.” Diusalfo makes 
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mention of him, where he fays thus: ‘‘ When Abibalus was 
dead, his fon Hiram reigned. He raifed the eaftern parts of © 
the city higher, and made the city πίε! larger. e alfo 
joined the temple of Jupiter, which before flood by itfelf, to 
the city, by raifing a bank in the ’middle between them, and 
he adorned it with donations of gold. Moreover, he went up 
to mount Libanus, and cut down materials of wood for the 
building of the temples.” He fays alfo, That ‘* Solomon, 
who was then king of Jerufalem, fent riddles to Hiram, and 
defired to receive the like from him, but that he who could 
not folve them fhould pay money to him that did folve them, 
and that Hiram accepted the conditions:.and when he was 
not able to folve the riddles [ propofed by Solomon], he paid a 
reat deal of money for his fine. ‘But that he afterward did 
folve the propofed riddles by means of Abdemon, a man of 
Tyre ; and that Hiram propofed other riddles, which, when 
Solomon could not folve, he paid back a great deal of money’ 
" to Hiram.” This itis which Dius wrote. 
\ 


CHAP. VI. 


How Solomon fortified the city Ferufalem, and built great cities ? 
and how he brought fo:ne of the Canaanites into fubjeGion, 
and entertained the queen of Egypt and o7 Ethiopia. 


ἢ 1. OW when the king faw. that the walls οἵ Jerufalem 

. ftood in need of being better fecured, and made 
ftronger, (for he thought the walls that encompafled Jerufa- 
lem ought to correfpond to the dignity of the city), he both 
repaired them, and madethem higher, with great towers upon 
them ; he alfo built cities which might be counted among the 
ftrongeft, Hazor, and Megiddo, and the third, Gezer, which 
had indeed belonged to the Philiftines ; but Pharaoh the king 
of Egypt, had made an expedition againft it, and befieged it, 
and taken it by force, and when he had flain all its inhabitants, 
he utterly overthrew it, and gave it as aprefent to his daugh- 
ter, who had been married to Solomon: For which reafon the 

ing rebuilt it, as a city that was naturally ftrong, and‘might 
be ufeful in. wars, and the mutations of affairs that fometimes 
happen. Moreover, he built two other cities not far from it, 
Beth-horen was. the name of one of them, and Baalath of the 
other. He alfo built other cities that lay conveniently for 
thefe; in order to the enjoy ment of pleafures and delicacies in 
them, fuch as were naturally of a good temperature of the air, 
and agreeable for fruits ripe in their proper feafons, and well 
watered with {prings. Nay, Solomon went as far as the defart 
above Syria, and poffeffed himfelf of it, and built there a very 
great city, which was diftant two day’s journey from the up- 
per Syria, and one day’s journey {rém Euphrates, and fix 


Ι 


or a 
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long days journey from Babyion the great: Now the reafort 
why this city lay fo remote from the parts of Syria that are 
inhabited, is this, that below there isno water to be had, and 
that it is in that place only that there are f[prings and pits of 
water. When he had therefore built this city, and encompafi- 
ed it with very ftrong walls, he gave itthe name of /admor, 
and that is the name it is ftill called by at this day among the 
Syrians, but the Greeks name it Palmyra. 

2. Now Solomon the king was at this time engaged in 
- building thefe cities. Butit any inquire why all the kings of 
Egypt trom Menes, who built Memphis, and was many years 
earlier than our forefather Abraham, until Solomon, where 
the interval was more than one thoufand three hundred years, 
were called Pharaoh’s, and took it from one Pharaoh that 
lived afterthe kings of that interval, I think it neceflary to in- 
formthem of it, and in order to cure their ignorance, and to 
make the occafion of that name manifeft; Pharaoh in the 
Egyptian tongue fignifies * a dmg, but 1 fuppofe they made 
ufe οἵ other names trom their childhood, but when they were 
made kings, they changed them into the name which in their 
own tongue’ denoted their authority ; for thus it was alfo that 
the kings of Alexandria, who were called formerly by other 
names, when they touk the kingdom, were named Ptolemies, 
from their firft king. The Roman emperors alfo were from 
their nativity called by other names, but are ftiled Cefars, 
their empire and their dignity impofing that name upon them, 
and not fuffering them.to continue in thofe names which their 
fathers gave them. I fuppofe alfo that Herodotus of Hali- 
carnaflus, when he faid there-were three hundred and thirty 
kings ot Egypt after Menes, who built Memphis, did there- 
fore not tell us their names, becaufe they were in common cal- 
led Pharaoh’s ; for when after death there was a queenreigned, 
he calis her by her name Nicaule as thereby declaring that 
while the kings were of the male line, and fo admitted of the 
_famename while a woman did not admit-the fame he did _ 
therefore fet down that her name, which flie could not natur- 
ally have. Asfor myfelf, Ihave difcovered from our own 
books, that after Pharaoh, the father-in-law of Solomon, no 


* This fignification of the name Pharaoh appears to betrne, But what Jofe- 
phus adds prefently, that no hing of Egypt was called Pharaoh after Solumon’s father 
in-law, docs hardly agree to our copies, which have long afterwards the names of 
Pharaoh Nechuk, and Pharaoh Huphra, 2 Kings xxiii. 29 Jer. xliv. 40. befides 
the frequent mention of that name Pharaoh in the prophets. However, Jofephas 
himfelf, in his own {peech to the Jews, Of the War. B. V.ch. ix § 4. fpe-ks of 
Nechao, who was alfo called Pharaoh, as the name of that king of Egypt with whom 
Abraham was concerned ; of which name Nechao yet we have «lfewhere no men- 
tion till the days of JoSah, but only of Pharaoh. And indeed it muft be confef- 
fed, that here, and } 5. we have more miftakes made by Jofephus, and thole re- 
lating to the kings of Egypt, and to that queen of Egyptand Ethiopia, whom he 
iuppofes to have come to fee Solomon, than almoft any where elfe in all his Anti- 
quities. 
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“other king of Egypt did any longer ufe that name ; and that it 

was after that time when the forenamed queen of Fgypt and 
Ethiopia came to Solomon, concerning whom we thal] in- 
form the reader prefently ; but I have now made mention of 
thefe things, that I may prove that our books and thofe of 
the Egy ptians agree together, in manly things. 

2. But king Solomon fubdued to himfelf the remnant of the 
Canaanites, that had not betore fubmitted to him ; thofe I 
mean that dwelt in mount Lebanon, and far as the city Hamath ; 
and ordered them to pay tribute.. He alfo chofe out of them 
every year fuch as were to ferve him in the meaneft offices, 
and to do his domeftic Works, and to follow hufbandry ; for 
none of the Hebrews. were fervants [in fuch low employ- 

ments |; nor was it reafonable, that when God had brought fo 
' Many nations under their power, they fhould deprefs their 
own people to fuch mean offices of life, rather than thofe na. 
tions. Whileall the Ifraelites were concerned in warlike at- 
fairs, and were in armour, and were fet over the chariots, and 
the horfes, rather than leading the-life of flaves. He appoint- 
ed alfo five hundred and fifty rulers over thofe Canaanites who 
were reduced to fuch domeitic flavery; who received the en- 
tire care of them from the king, and inftru@ed them in thofe 
jabours and operations wherein he wanted their affiftance. 

4. Moreover, the king built many fhips in the Egyptian 
Bay of the Red Sea, in a certain place called Eztom-geber : It 
is now called Berenice, and is not tar from the city Eloth. This 
country belonged formerly to the Jews, and became ufeful tor 
fhipping, from the donations of Hiram king of Tyre; for he 
fent a fufficient number of men thither for pilots, and fuchas 
were {kilful in navigation, to whom Solomon gave this com- 
mand, that they fhould go along with his own ftewards to the 
land that was of old called Ophir, but now the Aurea Cherfo- 
refus, which belongs to India, to fetch him gold. And when 
’ they had gathered four hundred talents together, they return- 
ed to the king again. 

5. There was then a woman queen of * Egypt and Ethiopi- 
a; the was inquifitive into philofophy, and one that on other 
accounts‘alfo was to be admired. en this queen heard of 
the virtue and prudence of Solomon, the had a great mind to 
fee him. and the reports that went every day abroad induced 
her to come to him, fhe being defirous to be fatisfied by her 
own experience, and not by a bare hearing ; (for reports thus 
heard, are likely enough to comply witlf a falfe opinion, while 


* That this queen of Sheba was a queen of Sabwa in fouth Arabia, and not of E- 
gypt and Ethiopia, as Jofephus here afferis, is, I fuppofe, now generally agreed ; 
Aud fince Sabeea is well known to be a country near the fea in the fouth of Arabia 
Felix, which lay fouth from Judea alfo; fince our Saviour calls this queen, 
the gucen of the fouth, and fays, fhe came from the utmoft parts af the earth, Mat. xii. 
42. Luke xi. 31. which defcripsions agree better to this Arabia than to Egyptand - 
Ethiopia, there ie little μα. for doubting in this matter. 
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they wholly depend on the credit of the relators), fo fhe re- 
folved to come to him, and that efpecially, in order to have a 
trial of his wifdom while fhe propofed queftions of very great 
difficulty, and entreated that he would folve their hidden 
meaning. Accordingly fhe came to ferufalem with great 
{plendor, and rich furniture; for fhe brought with her camels 
laden with gold, with feveral forts of fweet fpices, and with 

recious flones. Now, upon the king’s kind reception of her, 
Pe both fhewed a great defire to pleafe her, and eafily com- 
prehending im his mind the meaning of the curious queftions 
fhe expounded to him, he refolved them fooner than any body 
could have expetied. So fhe was amazed at the wifdom of 
Solomon, and difcovered that it was more excellent upon tri- 
al than what fhe had heard by report before hand; and efpe- 
cially fhe was furprifed at the finenefs and largenefs of his 
royal palace, and not lefs fo at the good order of the apartments, 
for fhe obferved that the king had therein fhewn great wifdom ; 
but fhe was beyond meafure aftonifhed at the houfe which was 
called the foreft of Lebanon, as alfo at the magnificence of 
his daily table, and the circumitances of its preparation and 
tniniftration, with the apparel of his fervants that waited, and 
the fkilful and decent management of their attendance: Nor 
was fhe ἰεἷς affected with thofe daily facrifices which were of- 
fered to God, and the careful management which the priefts 
and Levites ufed about them. When fhe faw this done every 
day, fhe was in the greateft admiration imaginable, infomuch 
that fhe was not able to contain the furprife fhe was in, but o- 
- penly confefled how wonderfully fhe was affe€ted; for the 
-proceeded to difcourfe with the king, and thereby owned that 
ihe was overcome with admiration at the things before related ; 
and faid, ‘* All things indeed, O king, that came to our knowl- 
edgeby report, came with uncertainty as to our belief of them ; 
but as to thofe good things that to thee appertain, both fuch as 
thou thy felf potfeffeit,I mean wifddm and prudence,andthe hap- 
. pinefs thou haf trom thy kingdom, certainly the fame that came 
to us was no falfity ; it was not only a true report, but it related 
the happinels aftera much lower manner than I now fee it tobe 
before my eyes. For as for the report, it only attempted to per- 
fuade our hearing, but did not fo make known the dignity of the 
- things themlelves as does the fight of them, and being prefent 
among them. I indeed, who did not believe what was report. 
ed, by reafon of the multitude and grandeur of the things 1 en- 
quired about, do fee thea to be much more numerous than 
they were reported tobe. Accordingly I efteem the Hebrew 
people. as Welf as thy fervants andfriends to be happy, who 
enjoy thy prefence, and hearthy -vifdom every day continu. 
ally. One would therefore blefs God who hath fo loved this 
country, and thofe that inhabit therein, as to make thee king 
ever them.” 

6. Now whenthe Queen had thus demonftrated in words 
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how deeply ‘the king had affe&ted her, that her difpofition 
known by certain prefents, for fhe gave him twenty talents ot 

old, and immenfe quantity of {pices and precious ftones. 

hey fay alfo, that we poffels the * root of that balfam which 
our country ftill bears by this woman’s gitt. .Solomon alfo 
repayed her with many good things, and principally by be. 
{towing upon her what fhe chofe of her own inclination, for 
there was nothing that fhe defired which he denied her; and 
as he was very generous and liberal in his own temper, {fo did 
he thew the greatnefs of his foul in beftowing on her what fhe 
herfelt defired of him. So when this Queen of Ethiopia had 
obtained what we have already given an account of, and had 
again communicated to the king what fhe brought with her 
fhe returned to her own kingdom. 


CHAP, VIL. 


How Solomon grew rich, and fell defperately in love with 10~ 
men; and how God being incenfed at it, rated up Ader and 
Feroboam againft him. Concerning the death of Solomon, . 


4 1. A®OUt the fame time there were brought to the 

king from the Aurea Cherfonefus, a country fo 
called, precious ftones, and pine trees, and thefe trees he 
made ufe of for fupporting the temple, and the palace, as αἱ - 
fo for the materials of mufical inftruments, the harps, and the 
pfalteries, that the Levites might make ufé of them in their 
hymns to God. Tie wood which was brought to him at this time ᾽ 
was larger and finer than any that had ever been brought be- 
fore ; but let no one imagine that thefe pine trees were like 
thole which are now fo named, and which take that their de- 
nomination from the merchants, who fo call them, that they 
may procure them to be admired by thofe that purchate them ; 
for thofe we {peak οἱ were to the fight like the wood of the fig. 


* Some blame Jofephus for fuppofing, that the balfam tree might be firft broug ht 
ou: of Arabia, or Egypt, or Ethiopia, into Judea, by this queen of Sheba, fince 
Several have faid, that of old no country bore this precious balfam but Judea; yet 
it is not only falle that this balfam was peculiar to Judea, but bth Egypt and Ara- 
bia, and particularly Sabaea bad it; which laft was that very country whence Jo. 
fephus, if underftood not of Ethiopia but of Arabia, intimates this queen might 
bring it firft into Judea. Nor are weto fuppofe that the queen of Sabaea could 
well omit fuch a prefent as this baliam tree would be eftcemed by Solomon, in cafe 
it were then almoft peculiar to her own country : Nor is the me:tion of balm of 
balfam, as carried by merchsnts, and fert asa yprefent out of Judea by jacob, to 
the governor of Egypt. Gen. xxxvii. 25. and xiiii. 11. to be alledged to the con- 
trary, fiuce what we there render éal/m, or balfum, denotes rather that turpentine 
which we now call turpentine of Chio, ot Cyprus, the juice of the turpentine tree, 
than this precious balfam. This left is aifo the fame word that we eliewhere render 
by the fame miftake balm of Gilead ; It fhould be sendered the turpentine «f Gilead, 


Jer. ‘viii, 29. 
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tree, but were whiter and more fhining. Now we have faid 

thus much, that nobody may be ignorant οἱ the difference be- 

tween thefe forts of wood, nor unacquainted with the nature 

of the genuine pine-tree ; and we thought it both a feafonable 

and humane thing when we mentioned it andthe ufes the 

King ‘made of it, to explain this difference fo far as we have 
one. 

2. Now the weight of gold that was brought him was fx 
hundred fixty-fix talents, not including in that fum what was 
brought by the merchants, nor what the toparchs and kings of 

rabia gave him in prefents. He alfo caft two hundred tar- - 
gets of gold, each of them weighing fix ‘hundred fheckels. 
He alfo made three hundred thields, every one weighing three 

oungs οἱ gold, and he had them carried, and put into that 
foule which was called the toreftot Lebenon. He alfo made 
cups αἱ gold, and of [ precious| ftones. for the entertainment 
of his guefts, and had them adorned in the moft artificial man- 
ner ; and he contrived that all his other furniture of vefflels 
fhould’be of gold, for there was nothing then to be fold or 
bought for filver ; forthe king had many fhips which lay up- 
on the fea of Tarfus, thefe he commanded to carry out all forts - 
of merchandife unto the remoteft nations, by the fale ot which 
‘filver and gold were brought to the king, and a great quanti- 
_ ty of ivory, and Ethiopians, and apes, and they finifhed their 
voyage, going and returning in three years time. 

3. Accordingly there went a great fame all around the ne igh- 
bouring countnes, which proclaimed the virtue and wifdom 
of Solomon, infotmuch that all the kings every where were de- 
firors to fee him, as not giving creditto what was reported, on 
account of its being almoft incredible ; they almoft demon- 
{trated the regard they had for him, by the prefentsthey made 
him ; for they fent him vellels of sold, and filver, and purple 
garments, and many forts of {pices, and horfes, and chariots, 
and as many mules for his carriages asthey cou'd find proper - 
to pleafe the king’s eyes, by their ftrength and beauty. is 
addition that he made to thofe chariots and horfes which he 
had betore from thofe that were {ent him, augmented the num. 
ber of his chariots by above tour hundred, for he had a thou- 
jand betore, and augmented the number of his horfes by two 
thoufand, tor he had twenty thouland before. Thefe horfes 
alfo were fo much exercifed, in order to their making a fine 
appearance, and running {wiftly, that no others could upon 
the comparifon appear either finer or {wilter, but they were at 
oncethe moft beautiful of all others,and their fwiftnefs wasincom 
parable alfo. ‘Theirriders alfo were ἃ farther ornament to them, 

eing in the firft place young men inthe moft delightful flow- 

' er of their age, and being eminent tor their Jargenefs, and far 
taller than other men. They had alfo very Jong heads of hair 


hanging down, and were in garments ot lyrian purple. 
They had. alfo ἀμ of gold every tyrinkled on their harr, 
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fo that their heads fparkled with the refleftion of the fun beams 
from the gold. The king himtelf rode upon a chariot in the 
midft ot thefe men, who were ftill in armour and had their 
bows fitted tothem. He had ona white garment ; and ufed 
to take his progrefs out of the city in the morning. There was 
acertain place about fitty furlongs diftant from Jerufalem, - 
which is called * Etham, very pleafant it is in fine gardens, 
and abounding in rivulets of water; thither did he ufe to go cut 
. inthe morning, fitting on high [in his chariot 

4. Now Sulomon had a divine fagacity in all things, and 
was very diligent and ftudious to have things done. alter an 
elegant manner ; fo he did not negleét the care of the.ways, 
but he laid a caufeway of black ftone along the roads that led 
to Jerufalem, which was the royal city, both to render them 
ealy for travellers, and to maniteft the grandeur of his riches 
and goverment. He alfo parted his chariots. and fet them in 
a regular order, that a certain number of them fhould be in 
every city, ftill keeping a few about him; and thofe cities he 
called the crttes of his chariots. And the king made filver fo 
plentitully in Jerufalem as ftones in the ftreet ; and fo multi- 
plied cedar trees in the plains of Judea, which did not grow 
there before, that they were like the multitude of common 
fycamore trees. He alfo ordained the Egyptian merchants 
that brought him their merchandife, to fell him a chariot, with 
apair of horfes, for fix hundred drachmz of filver, and he 
fent them to the kings of Syria, and to thofe kings, that were 
beyond Euphrates, 

§. But although Solomon was become the moft glorious of 
kings, and the beft beloved by God, and had exceeded in wis- 
dom and riches thofg that had been rulers of the Hebrews be- 
fore him, yet did nét he perfevere in this happy ftate till he 
died. Nay he forfook the obfervation of the laws of his fath- 
ers, and came toan end no way fuitable to our toregoing hif- 
tory of him. He grew mad in his love of women, and laid 
no reftraint on himfelf in his lufts : Nor was he fatisfied 
with the women of his country alone, but he married many 
wives out of foreign nations, Sidonians, and Tyrians, and 
Amonites, and Edomites ; and he tranfgreffed the laws ot Mo- 
fes, which- torbad Jews to marry any but thofe that were of 
.theirown people. He alfo began to worthip their gods, which 


® Whether thefe fine gardens and rivale's of Etham, about fix miles from Jerufa- 
lem, whither Solomon rode fo often in ftate, be no: thofe alluded to, Ecelef ii. 5, 
6. where he fays, ** He made him gardens and orchards > and planted trees in them 
of all kinds of fruis: He made him pools of water, to water the wood that bring- 
eth forth trees.” And to the fineft part whereof he feems to allude, when, in the 
Canticles, he compares his fpoufeto a “ gardenencioied ;" toa * fpring fhut up ;”” 
toa‘ fountain fealed,” chap iv. 19. (part of which fountains are ftill extant, as 
Mr. Maundrell informs us, page 87, 88.) cannot now be certainly determined, but 
may very probably be conje&lured. But whether this Etham has any relation to 
thole rivers of Etham, which Providence once dried up in a miraculous manner, 
Pial. Ixxiv. 15. and in the Septuaginc, I cannot fay. 
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he did in order to the gratification of his wives, and out of hig 
affetion tor them. ‘This very thing our legiflator fufpe&ed, 
and fo admonifhed us before hand, that we fhould not marry 
‘women ot other countries, left we fhould be entangled with 
foreign cuftoms, and apoftatize from our own : left we fhould 
Jeave off to honour our own God, and fhould worfhip their 
gods. But Solomon was fallen headlong into unreatonable 
pleafures, and regarded not thofe admonitions : For when he 
had married * feven hundred wives, the daughters of princes 
and of eminent perfons, and three hundred concubines, and: 
thefe befides the king of Egypt’s daughter, he foon was gov- 
erned by them, ull he came to imitate their prattices. He 
: was forced to give them this demonftration of his kindnefs and 
affeGtion to them, to live according to the laws of their coun- 
tries. And as he grew into years, and his reafon became 
weaker by length of time, it was not fufficient to recal to hie 
mind the inftitutions of his own country, fo he ftill more and 
more contemned his own God, and continued to regard the 

ods, that his marriages had introduced : Nay, betore this 

appened he {jnned, and tell into an error about the obferva- 
tion of the laws, when he made the t images of brazen oxen 
that fupported the brazen fea, and the images of lions about 
his own throne ; for thefe he made, although it was not agree- 
able to piety fo to do: And this he did, notwithftanding that 
he had his father as amoft excellent and domeftic pattern of 
‘virtue, and knew what a glorious charafer he had lett behind 
him, becaufe of his piety towards God : Nor did he imitate 
David, although God had twice appeared to him in his fleep, 
and exhorted him to imitate his father: So he died inglori- 
oufly. There came therefore a prophet to him, who was fent 
by God, and told him, That ‘“‘ hig wicked ations were not 
concealed from God ; and threatened him that he fheuld not 
Jong rejoice in what he had done : That indeed the kingdom 
fhould not be taken from him, while he was alive, becaufe 
God had promifed to his father David that he would make 
him his fucceffor, but that he would take care that this fhould 


* Thefe 700 wives, or the daughters of great men, and the goo concubines, the 
-@aughtets of the ignovle, make.10090 in δὶ ; and are, I fuppoie, thofe very 1040 
women intimated cliewhere by Solomon himielf, when he ipeaks of his not having 
found one [geod] woman among that very number, Ecclef vii. 28. 

+ Jofephus is here certainly too ievere upon Solomon, who in making the cher- 
gbims, and thefe twelve brazen oxen, feems to have done no more than imitate the’ 
patterns left him by David, whi-b were all given David by divine inipiration. Ses 
my defcription of the temples, chap. x. and although God gaveno direfion for 
the lionsthat adorned his throne, yet does not Solomon feem therein to have bro- 
ken any Jaw of Moies; for although the Pharifees, and later Rabbins, have extend- 
ed the fecond commandment, to forbid the very mating of any image, tho’ with- 
out any inter.tion to have it worfhipped, yet do not 1 fuppofe thar Solomon fo un- 
Cerftood it, nor that it oughtto be fo underftood. The making any other altar 
for worfhip but that at the tabernacle, was equally forbidden by Mofes, Antiq. B. 
IV. ch. viii. § 5. yet did not the two tribes and an half otfend when they mad¢ 
an altar for a memorial enly, ‘Joth. xxii. Antiq. B. V..ch.i § 26, 27. 


Chap. 117 ANTIQUITIES OF THE jews. 309 


befal his fon when he was dead ; not that he would withdraw 
allthe people from him, but that he would give ten tribes to 
a fervant of his, and leave only two tribes to David’s grand. 
fon, for his fake, becaufe he loved God, and for the fake of the 
city of jerufalem, wherein he fhould have a temple. 

6. en Solomon heard this he was grieved, and greatly 
confounded, upon this change of almoft al] that happinefs 
which had made him to be admired, into fo bada flate: Nor 
had there much time paffed after the prophet had foretold what 
was coming, before God raifed up an enemy againft him, 
whofe name was Ader, who took the following occafion of his 
enmity to him: He wasa child of the flock of the Edomites, 
and οἱ the blood royal ; and when Joab, the captain of David’s 
hott, laid wafte the land ot Edom. and deftroyed all that were 
men grown, and able to bear arms, for fix months time, this 
Hadad fled away, and came to.Pharaoh the king of Egypt, 
who received him kindly, and affigned him an houfe to dwell 
in, and acountry to fupply him with food ; and when he was 
grown up he loved him exceedingly, infomuch that.he gave 
him his wife’s fifter, whofe name was Tahpenes, to wife, by 
᾿ whom he hada fon, who was brought up with the king’s chil- 
dren: When Hadad heard in Egy pt that both David and Joab 
were dead, he came to Pharaoh, and defired that he would per- 
mit him to go to his own country : Upon which the king afk- 
ed what it was that he wanted, and what hardfhip he had met 
with, that he was fo defirous to leave him ? And when he was 
often troublefome to him. and entreated him to difmifs him, 
he did not then do it ; but at the time when Solomon’s affairs 
# began to grow worfe, on account of his forementioned tranf{- 
greflions, and God’s anger againft him for the fame, Hadad by 
Pharaoh’s permiffion, came to Edom ; and when he was riot a- 
ble to make the people forfake Solomon, for it was kept un-. 
der by many garrifons, and an intovation was not to be made 
with fatety, he removed thence, and came into Syria ; there he 
light upon one Rezon, who had run away from Hadadezer, 
king of Zobah, his mafter, and was become a robber in that 
country, and joined friendfhip with him, who had already a 
band ot robbers about him. So he went up, and feized upon 
that part of Syria, and was made king thereof. He alfo made 
incurfions into the land of Ifrael, and did it no fmall mifchiet, 
and fpoiled it, and that in the lifetime of Solomon. And this 
was the calamity which the Hebrews fuffered by Hadad. 

4. There was alfo one of Solomon’s own nation that made 
an attempt againft him, Jeroboam the fon of Nebat, who had 


# Since the beginning of Solomon's evil life and adverfity, was the time when 
Hadad or Ader, who was born at leaft twenty or thirty years before Solomon came 
to the crown, in the days of David, began to give him difturbance. This implies 
that Solomon’s evil life began early and continued very Jong, which the multitude 
οἱ his wivea and concubioes does imply alfo ;'I ἰυρροίε when he was not 50 years 
of age. 
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an expeftation of rifing, from a prophecy that had been made 
to him long before. He was left a child by his father, and 
brought up by his mother; and when Solomon faw that he 
was of an aétive and bold dilpofition, he made him the curator 
of the walls which he built round about Jerufalem ; and he 
took fuch care of thofe works, that the king approved of his 
behaviour, and gave him as areward forthe fame the charge 
uf the tribe of Jofeph. And when about that time Jeroboam 
Was once going out of Jerufatem, a prophet of the city Shilo, 
whofe name was Ahijak, met him and faluted him ; and when 
he had taken him a little afide, toa place out of the way, where 
there was not one other perfon prefent, he rent the garment he 
had on into twelve pieces, and bid Jeroboam take tenof them ; 
and told him beforehand, That ‘* This 15 the will of God, he 
. will part the dominion of Solomon, and give one tribe, with 
that which is next it, to his fon, becaufe ot the promife made 
to David for his fucceffion, and will give ten tribes to thee, 
becaufe Solomon hath finned againft him and delivered up him- 
felf to women, and to their gode. Seeing theretorethou know- 
eft the caufe for which God hath changed his mind, and 1s a- 
lienated trom Solomon, be thou righteous and keep the laws, 
becaufe he hath propofed to thee the greateft of all rewards tor 
thy piety, and the honour thou fhalt pay to God, namely. to 
be as greatly exalted as thou knoweft David to have been.” 

‘$. So Jeroboam was elevated by thefe words ot the prophet, 
and being a * young man, of a warm temper, and ambitious ot 
greatnefs he could not be quiet : And when he had fo great a 
. Charge in the government, and called to mind what had been 
revealed to him by Ahijah, he endeavoured to perfuade the 
people, to forfake Solomon; to makea difturbance, and to 
bring the government over to himfelf. But when Solomon 
underftood his intention and treachery, he fought to catch and 
kill him: but Jeroboam was informed of it betore hand, and 
fled to Shifhak, the king οἱ Egypt, and there abode tll the 
death of Solomon ; by which means he gained thefe two advan- 
tages, to fuffer no harm trom Solomon, and to be preferved 
forthe kingdom. So Solomon died when he was already an 
otd man, having reigned eighty years, and lived ninety-four. 
He was buried in Jerufalem, having been fuperior to all other 
kings in happinefs, and riches, and wifdom, excepting that 
when he was growing into years he was deluded by women, 
and tranfgrefled the law; concerning which tranigreffions, 
and the miferies which befel the Hebrews thereby, 1 think 
proper to difcourfe at another opportunity. 


* This youth of Jeroboam, when Solomon built the walls of Jerufalem, not 
very long after he had finished his 20 years building of the temple, and his own 
palace, or not very long after the e4th of his reign, 1 Kiozs ix. 24. ¢ Chron. viii. 
at.and his youth here {till mentioned, when Solomon's wickednels was become, . 
intolerable, fully confirm my former obfervation, that fuch his wickedocis begar 
early, and continued very long. Sec EccleL, xlvii. 14. 


‘ 
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CHAP. VII. 
How upon the death of Solomon, the people forfook his fon Re- 


hoboa:n, and ordained Jeroboam king over the ten tribes. 


qx OW when Solomon was dead, and his fon Reho- 

- boam (who was born of δὴ Ammonite wife, whofe 
name was Naamah) had fucceeded him in the kingdom, the ru- 
lers of the multitude fent immediately into Egypt, and called 
back Jeroboam ; and when he was come to them, to the city - 
Schechem, Rehoboam came to it allo, tor he had refolved to 
declare himfelf king to the I{raelites while they were there 
gathered together. So the rulers of the people, as well as Je- 
roboam, came to him, and befought him, and faid, That " he 
ought to relax, and to be gentler than his father, in the fervi- 
tude he had impofed on them, becaufe they had borne an hea- 
vy yoke, and that then they fhould be better affefled to him 

and be well contented to ferve him under his moderate govern- 
ment, and fhould do it more out of love than fear.” But Re- 
hoboam told them, they fhould come to him again in three 
days time, when he would give an anfwer to their requett. 
This delay gave occafion to a prefent fufpicion, fince he had 
not giventhem a favourable anfwer to their mind immediately, 
for they thought that he fhould have given them an humane 
anfwer off hand, efpecially fince he was but young. Howev- 
er they thoeght that his confultation about it, and that he did not 
prefently give them a denial, afforded them fome good hope of 
uccefs, 

2. Rehoboam now called his father’s friends, and advifed 
with them what fort of anfwer he ought to give to the multi- 
tude : Upon whichthey gave him the advice which became 
friends, and thofe that knew the temper οἱ fuch a multitude : 
They advifed him “ to {peak in a way more popylar than fui- 
ted the grandeur of a king, becaufe he would thereby oblige 
them to fubmit to him with good-will, it being moft agreeable 
to fubjeéts, that their kings {fhould be almoft upon the level 
with them.” But Rehoboam reje&ted this fo good, and in 
general fo profitable advice (it was fuch, at leaft, at that time 
when he was to be made king), God bimfelf, I fuppole, cauf- 
ing what was moft advantageous to be condemned by him. So 
he called tor the young men, who were brought up with him, 
and told them what advice the elders had given him, and bid 
them {peak what they thought he ought todo. They advifed 
him to give the following anfwer to the people (for neither 
their youth, nor God himlelf fuffered them to difcern what 
was beft): ‘ That his little finger fhould be thicker than his 
father’s loins ; and if they had met with hard ufage from his 
father, they fhould experience much rougher treatment from 
- VoL. L 3 “ 
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him ; and if his father had chaftifed them with whips, they 
σου expeét that he would do it with * fcorpions.” The king 
was pleafed with this advice, and thought it agreeable to the 
dignity of his government. to givethemfuch an anfwer. Ac- 
cordingly, when the multitude was come together to hear his 
an{wer on the third day, all the people were in great expec- 
tation, and very intent to hear what the king would fay to 
them, and fuppofed they fhould hear fomewhat of a kind na- 
ture, but he paffed by his friends, and anfwered as the young | 
men had given him counfel. Now this was done according 
to the, will of God, that what Ahijah had foretold, might come 
to pafs. 

3. By thefe words the people were ftruck as it were by an 
iron hammer, and were fo grieved at the words, as if they had 
already felt the effe€ts of them, and they had great indignation 
at the king ; and all cried out aloud, and faid, ‘ We will have 
no longer any relation to David or his pofterity after this day.” 
And they faid farther, ‘‘ We only leave to Rehoboam the 
temple which his father built ;” and they threatened to forfake 
him. Nay, they were fobitter, and retained their wrath fo 
Jong, that when he fent Adoram, which was over the tribute, 
that he might pacify them, and render them milder, and per- 
fuade them to forgive him, τῇ he had faid any thing that was 
rath or grievous to them in his youth, they would not bare it, 
but threw ftones at him, ana killed him. When Rehoboam 
faw this, he thought himfelf aimed at by thofe ftones with 
which they had killed his fervant, and feared left he fhould 
undergo the laft of punifhments in earneft, fo he&ot immedi- 
ately into his chariot, and fled to {erufatem, where the tribe 
of Judah and that of Benjamin, ordained him king: But the 
reft of the multitude foriook the fons of David from that day, 
and appointed Jerobcam to be the ruler of their public affairs. 

‘Upon this Rehoboam, Solomon’s fon, affembled a great con- 
gregation of thofe two tribes that f{ubmitted to him, and was 
ready to take an hundred and eighty thoufand chofen men out 
of the anny, to make an expedition againft Jeroboam and his 
people, that he might force them by war to be his fervants ; 
but he was forbidden of God by the prophet [Shemaiah] to go 
- to war, for that it was not juft that brethren of the fame coun- 
-.try fhould fight one againit another. He alfo faid, that this 
defe&tion of the multitude was according to the purpofe of 
God. So he did not proceed inthis expedition. And now 1 
will relate firft the a€tions of Jeroboam the king of Ifrael, af- 
ter which we will relate what are therewith conne€ed, the ac- 
tions ot Rehoboam, the king of the twotribes ; by this means 
*we fhall preferve the goad order of the hiftory entire. 


* That by /corpions is not here meant that {mall snimal fo called, which was 
never ufed in corrections but either a shrub, with sharp prickles like the flings of 
fcorpions, fuch as our furz bush, or elfe fome terrible fort of whip of the like na-~ 
fure, See Hud{on’s and Spanheim’s notes here. 
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4. When therefore Jeroboam had built him a palace in the 
city Shechem, he dwelt there. He alfo built him another at 
Penuel, acity fo called. And now the feaft of tabernacles 
was approaching in a little time, Jeroboam confidcred, that it 
he fhould permit the multitude to go to worfhip God at Jeru- 
falem, and'there to celebrate the feftival, they would proba- 
bly repent ot what they had done, and be enticed by the tem- 
ple, and by the worfhip of God there performed, and would 
leave him, and return to their firft king ; and if fo, he fhould 
run the rifk of lofing his own life, fo he invented this contri- 
vance: He made two golden heifers, and built-two little tem- 
ples tor them, the one in the city Bethel, andthe other in Dan, 
which laft was at the * fountains of the leffer Jordan, and he 
put the heiters into both the little temples, in the foremention- 
ed cities. And when he had called thofe’ ten tribes together, 
over whom he ruled, he made a {peech to the people in thefle 
words : ‘* I fuppofe, my countrymen, that you know this, that 
every place hath God in it, nor isthere any one determinate 
place in which he is, but he every where hears and fees thofe 
that worfhip him ; an which account I do not think it right 
for you to go fo long a journey to Jerufalem. which is an en- 
emy’s city, to worfhip him. It wasa man that built the tem- 

le : I have alfo made two golden heifers, dedicatad to the 
ame God ;*and the one of them I have confecrated in the city 
Bethel, and the other in Dan, to’ the end that thofe of you 
that dwell neareft thofe cities, may goto them, and worthip 
God there: And I will ordain for you certain priefts and Le- 
Vites trom gmdng yourfelves, that you may have no want of the 
tribe of Levi, or of the fons of Aaron; but let him thatis “ες 
firous among you of being a prieft, bring to God a bullock 
and aram, which they fay Aaron the frit prieft brought alfo.”’ 
When Jeroboam had faid this, he deluded the people, and 
made them to revolt from the worfhip of their forefathers, and 
to tranfgrefs their laws. This was the beginning of miferies 
to the Hebrews, and the caufe why they were-overcome in 
war by foreigners, and fo fell into captivity. But we fhall 
relate thofe things in their proper places hereafter. 

5. When the feaft [of tabernacles] was juft approaching, 
Jeroboam was defirous to celebrate it himfelf in Bethel, as 

id the two tribes celebrate it in Jerufalem. Accordingly he 
built an altar before the heifer, and undertook to be high-prieft 
himfelf. So he went up to the altar, with his own prielts a- 


* Whether thefe fountains of the leffer Jordan were neat a place called Daw and 
the fountains of the greater near a place called Jor, before their couje wtion; or 
whether there was only one fountain, arifing at the lake Phiala, at firft finking un- 
des ground, and then arifing ngar the mountain Pancum, and chence running throggh 
the lake Semochonitis to the fea of Galilee, and fo far called the legcr Jordan, is 
hardly certain even in Jolephus himfelf, though the later account be the moft prob- 
able. However, the northern idolatrous calf, fet up by Jerotoam, was where 
Little Jordan fell into Great Jordas, near a olace called Daphnoe, as Jofephus 
elfewhere informs us, Of the war, Β. 1V. ch. i. §1. See the note there. 
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bout him ; but when he was going to offer the facrifices, and 
the burnt-offerings, in the fight οἱ all the people, a prophet, 
whofe name was Jadon, was fent by God, and éame to him 
from Jerufalem, who ftood in the midft of the multitude, and 
inthe hearing of the king, and direéting his difcourfe to the 
altar, [διὰ thus : “ God ftoretels that there fhall be a certain 
man of the family of David, Jofiah by nam, who fhall flay 
upon thee thofe falfe prieits that {hall live at that time, and up- 
on thee {hall burn the bones of thofe deceivers of the people, 
thofe impofiors and wicked wretches. However, that this 
people may believe that thefe things fhall fo- come to pafs, I 
toretel a fign to them that fhall alfo come to pafs: This altar 
fhall be broken to pieces immediately, and all the fat of the 
facrifices that 1s upon it, fhall be poured upon the ground.” 
When the prophet had faid this, Jeroboam tell into a_paflion, 
and ftretched out hishand, and tidthem lay hold of him ; dut 
that hand which he {ftretched out was en feebled, and he was not 
able to pull it in again to him, for it was become withered, ‘and 
hung down, as if 1t were adead hand. Thealtar alfo was bro- 
ken to pieces, and all that was upan it was poured out, as the 
prophet had toretald fhould come to pafs. So the king under- 
f{teod that he was a man of veracity, and had a divine fore- 
knowledge ; andentreated him to pray unta God that he would 
reftore his right hand. Accordingly the prophet did pray to 
God to grant him that requeit, Sothe king having his hand 
recovered to 1ts -natural itate, rejoiced at 11, and invited the 
prophet to fup with him ; but Jadon fai, That ** he could not 
endureto come into his houfe, nor to tafte of bread er water 
‘in this city, forthat was a thing God had torbidden him to do; 
as alfo to go back by the fame way which he came, but he 
faid he was to return by another way.”’ So the king wondered 
at the abilinence of the man, but was himfelt in tear, as fufpe&- 
ing a change of his affairs tor the worfe, from what had been 
faid to him. | | 


CHAP. IX 


How Fadon the prophet was perfuaded by another lying proph- 
etand returned te Bethel, | and was ajterwards flain by a h- 
on. Asalfo what words the wicked prophet made ufe of to 
perfuade the king and thereby alienated ms mind from God. 


δ 1. OW there was ἃ certain wicked man in that city, 
who was a falfe prophet, whom Jeroboam had in 

gfeat efleem, but was deceived by him and his flattering 

words. This man was bed-rid by reafon ot the infirmities of 

old age : However, he was informed by his fons concerning 

the prophet that was come from Jerufalem, and concerning 
the figns doneby him βαπὰ how, when Jeroboam’s right han 
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had been enfeebled, at the prophet’s prayer he had it revi- 


ved again. Whgreupon he was afraid that this ftranger and 
prophet [που] ας in better efteem with the king than himfelf, 
and obtain greater honour from him, and he gave order to his 
fons to faddle his afs prefently, and make ali ready that he 
might go out. Accordingly they made hafte to do what they 
were commanded ; and he got upon the afs and tollowed atter 
the prophet ; and when he had overtaken him, as he was reft- 
Ing himlelt undera very large ‘oak tree that was thick and 
fhady, he at firft faluted him, but prefently he*complained of 
him, becaufe he had not come into his houfe, and partaken of 
his hofpitality. And when the other faid, that‘‘ God had for, 
bidden him to tafte of any one’s provifion in that city,” he re- 

lied, that ““ for certain God had not forbidden that I fhould 
et food before thee, for I am a prophet as thou art, and wor- 
{hip God in the fame manner that thou doft, and 1 am now 


come as fent by him,in order to bring thee into my houfe, ᾿ 


and make thee my gueft.” Now Jadon gavecredit to this ly- 
ing prophet, and returned back with him. But when they 
were at dinner, and merry together, God appeared to Jadon, 
and faid that ‘* he fhould ἐμ δι punifhment for tranfgrefling 
his commands, and hetold him what that punifhment fhould 
be ; for he faid that he fhould meet with a lion as he was go- 
ing on his way, by which lion he fhould be torn in pieces, and 
be deprived ot burial in the fepulchres of his fathers.””’ Which 
things came to pafs, as I fuppofe, according to the will of 
God that fo Jeroboam might not give heed to the words of 
Jadon, as of one that had been conviéted of lying. However 
as Jadon was again going to Jerufalem, a lion affaulted him, 
and pulled him off the. beaft he rode on, and flew him, yet did 
he not at al] hurt theafs, but fat by him, and kept him, as alfo 
the prophet’s body. ‘This continued till fome travellers that 
faw it came and told it in the city to the falfe prophet, who 
fent his fons, and brought the body untothe city, and made a 
funeral for him at great expence. He alfo charged his fons 
to bury himfelf with bim ; and faid, that all which he had fore- 
told againft that city, and the altar, and priefts, and talfe proph- 
eis, would prove true, and that it he were buried with him, 
he fhould receive no injurious treatment aftoyshts death, the 
bones not being then to be diftinguiihed afunder.” But now, 
when he had performed.thofe funeral rites to the prophet, and 
had given that charge to his fons, as he was a wicked and an 
impious man, he goes to Jeroboam, and fays to him, ‘** And 
wherefore is it now that thou art difturbed at the words of this 
filly fellow?” And whenthe king had related to him what 
had happened about the altar, and about his own hand, and 
gave him the names of divine man, and an excellent prophet, 
he endeavoured, by a wicked trick, to weaken that- his opin- 
ion, and by ufing plaufible words concerning what had hap- 
pened, he aimed to injure the truth that was in them ; for he 
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attempted to perfuade him, that‘‘ his hand was enteebled by 
the labour it had undergone in fupporting the facrifices, and 
that upon its refting awhile it returned to its former nature 
again :. And that as to the altar, it was but new. and had born 
abundance of facrifices, and thofe large ones too, and was ac- 
cordingly broken to pieces, and fallen down by the weight of 
what had been laidupon it.” He alfo informed him ot the 
death of him that had foretold thofe things, and how he per- 
ifhed ; [whenge he concluded that] he had not any thing in 
him of a prophet, nor {pake any thing like one. When he 
had thus {poken, he perfuaded the king, and entirely alienated 
his mind from God, and from doing works that were right- 
eous and holy, and encouraged him to go on in his impious 
practices * : And accordingly he was to that degree injurious 
to God, and (ὁ great a tran{greffor, that he fought for nothing 
elfe every day but how he might be guilty of fome new inftan- 
ces of wickednefs. and fuch as fhould be more deteftable than - 
what he had been fo infolent as to do before. And fo much 
fhall at prefent fuflice to have faid concerning Jeroboam. 


CHAP. X. 


Concerning Rehoboam, and how God inficled punifhment upon 
him for histmptety by Shifhak, [hing of Egypt. | 


§ 1. OW Rehoboam. the fon of Solomon, who, as we 
faid before, was king of the two tribes, built ftrong 

and large cities, Bethlehem, and Etam, and Tekoa, and Beth- 
zur, and Shoco, and Adullam, and Ipan, and Marefha, and 
'Ziph, and Adoraim, and Lachifh, and Azekah, and Zorah, 
and Aijalon, and Hebron; thefe he built firft ofall in the ube 

of Judah. He alfu built other large cities in the tribe ot Ben- 
jamin, and walled them about, and put garrifons in them all, 
and captains, and a great deal of corn. and wine, and gil, and 
he furnifhed every one of them plentifully with other provi- 
fions that were neceffary for fiftenance, moreover, he put 
therein fhields, and fpears, tor many ten thoufand men. The 
priefts alfo that were in all Ifrael, andthe Levites, and if there 
were any of the multitude that were good and righteous men, 


_ .* How much a larger and better copy Jofephus had in this remarkable biftory 
of the true prophet of Judea, and his concern with Jeroboam, and with the fal 
prophet of Bethel, than our other copies have is evident at firit ight. The proph~ 
et’s very name, Jadon, or as the conftitutions call him, Adonias, is wanting in our 
other copies ; and it is there with no little abfurdity, faid, that God revealed Jadon 
the true prophet's death, not to himfelf, as here, but to the falfe prophet. Whether 
the particular account of the arguments made ufe of, after all, by the falfe prophet 
againft his own belief, and his own confcience, in order to perfuade Jeroboam te 
perfevere in his idolatry and wickednefs, than which more plaufible could not be 
invented, was intimated in Jofephus’s copy, or in fome other ancient book, cannot 
now be determined ; our other copies fay not one word of it. 
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they gdthered themfelves together to him, having left their 
own cites, that they might worfhip God in Jerufalem; for 
they were not willing to be forced to worfhip the heiters which 
Jcroboam ‘had made, and they augmented the kingdom of Re- 
oboam for three years. And after he had married a woman 
of his own kindred, and had by her three children born to 
him, he married alfo another of his own kindred, who. was 
daughter of Abfalom by Tamar, whofe name was Maachah. 
and by her he had a fon, whom he named Algjak. He had 
. moreover many other children by other wives ; but he loved 
Maachah above them all. Now he had eighteen legitimate 
wives, and thirty concubines ; and he had bornto him twenty- 
eight fons and three {core daughters ; but he appointed Abi- 
jab, whom he had by Maachah, to be his fucceflor in the king- 
dom ; and intrufted him already with the treafures, ahd the 
ftrongeft cities. 
- 2. Now I cannot but think, that.the greatnefs ofa kingdom, 
and its change into profperity, often becomes the occafion of 


mifchief and of  tranfgreffion to men; tor when Rehoboam - 


‘faw that his kingdom was fo much increafed, he went out of 
the right way, unto unrighteous and irreligious praftices, and 
he def{pifed the worthip of God, till the people themfelves im- 
itated his wicked aétions ; for fo it ufually happens, that the 
manners of {ubje&s are corrupted at the fame time with thofe 
of their governors, which fubjefts then lay afide their own {o- 
"ber way of living, as a reproof of their governors intemperate 

courfes, and follow their wickednefs, as if it were virtue, for 
itis not poflibleto fhew that men approve of the aétions of 
their kings, unlefs they do the fame aétions withthem. A- 
greeable whereto it now happened to the fubjefts of Rehobo- 
am ; for when he was grown impious, and a tran{fgreffor him- 
felf, they endeavoured not to offend him by refolving ftill to 
be righteous : But God fent Shifhak, king of Egypt, to pun- 
ifh therh for their unjuft behaviour towards him : concerning 
whom Herodotus was miftaken, and applied his a€tions to Se- 
foftris, tor this * Shithak, in the fifth year of the reign of Re- 
hoboam, made an expedition [into fudea with many ten 
thoufand men, for he had one thoufand two hundred chariots 
in number that followed him, and three {core thoufand horfe- 
men, and four hundred thoufand footmen: Thefe he brought 
with him, and ‘they were the greateft part of them Lybians 
and Ethiopians Now therefore when he fell upon the coun- 
try of the Hebrews, he took the ftrongeft cities of Rehoboam’s 
kingdom without fighting ; and when he had put garrifons in 
- them, he came laft of all to Jerufalem. 


® That this Shishak was not the fame perfon with the famous Sefoftris, es fome 
have very lately, in contradi@ion to all antiquity, {uppofed, and that our Jole- 
phus did not take him to be the fame as they pretend, but that Sefoftris was many 
eentusies caslies than Shishak. Sec Authent. Records, part 11. page 1024. 
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3. Now when Rehoboam, and the multitude whh him, 
were fhut up in Jerufalem by the means of the army of Shi- 
fhak, and when they befought God to give them viftory and 
deliverance, they could not perfuade God to be on their fide: 
But Shemaiah the prophet told them, that God threatened to 
forfake them, asthey had themfelves forfaken his worthip. 
When they heard this, they were immediately in a confterna- 
tion of mind, and feeing no way of deliverance, they all earn- 
eftly fet themfelves to contefs chat God might juftly overlook 
them fince they had been guilty of impiety towards him, and 
had let his laws lie in confufion. So when God faw them in 
that difpoficion, and that they acknowledged their Gns, he 
told the prophet, that he would not deftroy them, but that he 
would however make them fervarts to the Egyptians, that 
they may learn whether they will fuffer lefs by ferving men or 
God. So when Shilhak had taken the city without fighting, 
becaufe Rehobeam was afraid. and ‘received him into it, yet 
did not Shifhak ftand tothe covenants he had made, but he 
{poiled the temple, and emptied the treafures of God, and 
thofe of the king, and carried off innumerable ten thoufands 
of gold and filver and left nothing at all behind him. He al- 
ἴο took away the bucklers of gold, andthe fhields, which Sol- 
omon the king had made: Nay, he did not leave the golden 
quivers which David had taken from the king of Zobah, and 
had dedicated to God: And when he had thus done, he re- 
turned to hisown kingdom. Now Herodotus of Halicarnaffus 
mentions this expedition having only miftaken the king's name; 
and [in faying that| he made war upon many other nations 
alfo, and brought Syria of Paleftine into fubje&ion, and took 
the men that were therein prifoners without fighting. Now 
it is manifeft, that he intended to declare that our nation was 
_fubdued by him: For he faith, That “ he lett behind him pil- 
lars in the land of thofe that delivered themfelves up to him 
without fighting, and engraved upon them the fecret-: parts of 
women.” Now our king Rehoboam delivered up our city 
without fighting. He fays withal, * That the Ethiopians 


* Herodotus, as here quoted by Jofephus, and as this paffage ftill ftands in his 
prefent copies, B. 11. chap. civ. affirms, that the Phenicians and Sytians in ‘ Pale 
eftine [which laft are generally fuppofed to denote the Jews} owned their receiv- 
ing circumcifion from the Egyptians ;’’ whereas it is avundantly evident, that the 
Jews received their circumcifion from the patriarch Abraham, Gen. xvii. g—14. 
Joba vii. 22, 23. as I canclude the Egyptian priefts themf{efves did alfo. It is not 
therefore very unlikely that Herodotus, becauie the Jews had lived long in Egypt, 
and came out of it circumciled, did thereupon think they had learned that circum- 
cifion in Egypt, and had it not before. Manetho, the famous Egyptian chronologer 
and hiftorian. wl knew the hiftory of his own country much better than Herado- 
tus, complains frequently of his miftakes about their affuirs, as does Jofephus more 
than once in this chapter : Nor indeed does Herodotus {cem at all acquainted with 
the affairs of the Jews ; for as he never names them, ἰὼ little or nothing of what he 
fays about them, their country, or maritime cities, two of which he alone mentions, 
Cadytus and Jenyfus, proves true; nor indeed do th re appear to have ever been 
any fuch cities on their coait. 
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learned to: circumcife their privy parts trom the Egyptians; 
withthis addition, that the Phenicians and Syrians that live in 
Paleftine confefs that they learned it of the Egyptians.” Yet 
it is evident that no other of the Syrians that live in Paleftine 
befides us alone are circumcifed ; but as to fuch matters 
let every one {peak what is agreeable to his own opinion. 

4. When Shifhak was gone away, king Rehohoam madé 
bucklers and fhields of brafs, inftead of thofe of gold, and de- 
livered the fame nuntber of them to the keepers of the king’s 
palace: So, inftead of warlike expeditions, ahd that glory which 
refults trom thofe public aétions, he reigned in great quietnefs, 
though not without fear, as being alwaysan enemy to Jeroboam, 
and he died when he had lived fitty-feVen years, and reigned 
feventeen: He was inhis difpofition a proud and a foolifh man, 
and loft [ part of | his dominions by not hearkening to his father’s 
friends. He was buried in Jerufalem, in the fepulchres of the 
kings ; and his fon Abijah {ucceeded him iri the kingdom and 
this in the eighteenth year οἵ Jeroboam’s reign over the ten 
tribes: And this was the conclufion of thefe affairs. It muft 
be now our bufinefs to relate the affairs of Jcroboam, and how - 
he ended his life; for he ceafed not, nor refted to be injuri- 
ous to God, but every day raifed up altars upon high moun- 
tains, and went on making priefts out df the multitude. 


CHAP. XI: 


Concerning the death ofa fon of Feroboam'’s. How Feroboan 
was beaten by Abijah, who died a little afterward, and was 
Succeeded in his kingdom by Afa. And alfo how, after.,the 
death of Jeroboam, Baafha deflroyed his fon Nadab, and all 
the houfe of Feroboam. — | 


41. HOWEVER God was in no long time ready to return 
. Jeroboam’s wicked aétions, and the punifhment 
they deferved, upon his own head, and upon the heads of all 
his houfe: And whereas a fonot his lay fick at that time, who 
was called Abijah, he enjoined his wife to lay afide her robes, 
anid to take the garments belonging toa private perfon, and to 
oto Ahijah the prophet, tor that he was a wonderfil man iri 
foretelling futurities, it having been he who told me that I 
fhould be king. He alfo enjoined her, “when fhe came to 
him, to inquire concerning the child, as if the were a ftran- 
ger, whether he fhoyld efcape this diftemper. So fhe did as 
her hufband bad her ; and changed her habit, and came to the 
city Shiloh, for there did Ahijah hive : And as fhe was going 
into his honfe, his eyes being then dim with age, God ap- 
peared to him, and informed him οἵ two things; that the wife 
ot’ Jeroboam was come to him, and what anfwer he fhould 
make to her inquiry. Accordingly as the woman was coming ἡ 
YOL. Δ. ° 


Φ 
a” 


410. ANTIQUITIZS oF THE jews. [Book VIN, 


into the houfe like a private perfon, anda ftranger, he cried 
out, ‘Come in, O thou wife of Jeroboam ! Why concealeft 
thou thyfelf'? Thou art not concealed from God, who hath 
appeared to me, and informed me that thou waft coming, and 
hath given me in command what I fhall fay to thee.” So he 
faid, That “(δε fhould go away to her hufband, and {peak to 
him thus : Since I made thee a great man when thou waft ht- 
tle, or rather was nothing, and rent the kingdom from the 
houfe of David, and gave it to thee, and thou haft been un- 
mindful of thefe benefts, haft left off my worfhip, haft made. 
thee molten gods, and honoured them, I will in like manner 
caft thee down again, and will deftroy all thy houle, and make 
them food for the dogs and the fowls: For a certain king 15 
rifing up, by appointment, over all this’ people, who {halk 
leave none of the family of Jeroboam remaining. The multi- 
tude alfo fhall themlelves partake of the fame punifhment, and 
fhall be caft out of this good Jand, and fhall be fcattered into 
the places beyond Euphrates, becaufe they have followed the 
wicked practices of their king, and have worfhipped the gods 
that he made, and forlaken my facrifices. But do thou, O 
woman, make hafte back to thy hufband, and tell him this 
meflage, but thou fhalt then find thy fon dead, for as thou en- 
tereft the city he fhall depart this life ; yet fhall he be buried 
with the lamentation of all the multitude, and honoured with 
a general mourning, for he is the only perfon of goodnefs οὗ 
Jeroboam’s family.” When the prophet had foretold thefe e- 
vents, the woman went haftily away with a difordered mind, 
and greatly grieved at-the death of the foreenamed child : δὸ 
fhe was in lamentation as fhe went along the road, and mourn- 
ed for the death of her fon, that was juft at hand. She was 
indeed in a miferable condition at the unavoidable mifery of 
his death, and went apace, but in circumftances very unfortu- 
nate, becaufe of her fon, for the greater hafte fhe made, the 
᾿ would the fooner fee her fon dead, yet was fhe forced to make 
fuch hafte on account of her hufband. Accordingly, when 
fhe was come back, -fhe found that the child had given up the 
hoft, as the prophet had faid ; and the related all the circum- 
ances to the king. | 
2. Yetdid not Jeroboam lay any of thefe things to heart, 
but he brought together a very numerous army, and made a 
warlike expedition againft Abijah, the fon of Rehoboam, who 
had fucceeded his father in the kingdom of the two tribes, tor 
he defpifed him becaufe of his age. But when he heard of the’ 
expedition of Jeroboam, he was not affrighted at it, but prov- 
ed of a courageous temper of mind, fupérior both to his youth, 
and to the hopes of his enemy ; fo he chofe him an army out 
of the two tribes, and met Jeroboam at a place called mount 
Zemaraim, and pitched his camp near the others, and prepar- 
ed every thing neceffary for the fight. His army confifted of 
four hundred thouland, but the army of Jeroboam was dou- 
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ble to it. Now, as the armies flood in array ready for a€tion, 
and dangers, and were juft going to fight, Abijah ftood upon 
an elevated place, and, beckoning with his hand, he defired 
the multitude and Jeroboam himfelf to hear firft with filence 
what he had to fay. And when filence was made, he began to 
{peak, and told them, ‘‘ God had confented that David and 
his pofterity fhould be their rulers for all time to come, and 
‘this you yourfelves are not unacquainted with ; but I cannot 
‘but wonder how you fhould torlake my father, and join your- 
felves to his fervant Jeroboam, and are how here with him to 
fight againft thofe who, by God’s own determination, are to 
reign, and to deprive them of that dominion which they have 
ftili retained, for ag to the greater part of it Jeroboam 15 unjult. 
Jy in poffeffion of it. However, I do not uppole he will en- 
joy it any longer, but when he hath fuffered that punifhment 

which God thinks due to him for “what is paft, he will leave 

off the tranfgreffions he hath been guilty of. and the injuries 

he hath offered to him, and which he hath ftill continued to of. 
fer, and hath perfuaded you to do the fame; yet when you 

were not any farther unjuftly treated by my father, than that. 
he did not fpeak to you fo as to pleafe you, and this only in 

compliance with the advice at wicked men, you in anger for- 

fook him, as you pretended, but, in reality, you wythdrew 

yourfelves from God, and from his laws, although it had been 

right for you to have forgiven a man that was young in age, 

and not ufed to govern people, not only fome difagreeable 
. words, but if his youth and his unfkilfulnefs in affairs had led 

him into fome unfortunate attions, and that for the fake of his 

father Solomon, and the benefits you received from him, for 
men ought to excufe the fins of pofterity on account of the 

benefattions of parents: But you confidered nothing of all this 

then, neither do you confider it now, but come with fo great 

an army again{t us, And what is it you depend upon for vic- 
tory ἢ Is it upon thefe golden heifers, and the altars that you 

have on high places, which are demonftrations of your impie- 

ty, and not of religious worfhip ? Or is it the exceeding mul- 

titude of your army which gives you fuch goed hopes? Yet 

certainly there is no ftrength at all‘in an army of many ten 

thoulands, when the war is unjuft ; for we ought to place our 

fureft hope of fuccefs againft our enemies in righteoufnefs a- 

Jone, and in piety towards God ; which hope we juflly have, 

fince we have kept the laws from the beginning, and have 
worlhipped our own God, who was not made by hands out of 

corruptible matter , nor was he formed by a wicked king, in 

order to deceive the multitude, but who 1s * his own work. 

man{hip, and the beginning and end of all things. I theretore 


, This isa ftrange expreffion in Jofephus that Col is his own workmanfhip, ox ᾿ς 
that he made himfelf contrary to common fenfe, and to catholic chriftianity : Pere 
haps he only means that he was made by one, but was unoriginated. 
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ive you counfel even now to repent, 4nd to take better advice, 
and to leave off the.profecution of the war ; to callto mindthe 
laws of your country ; and to reflect what it hath been that 
hath ‘advanced you to fo happy a ftate as you are now in.” 
' 3, This was the fpeech which Abijah made to the multi- 
tude. But while he was ftill fpeaking, Jeroboam fent fome of 
his foldiers privately to encompats Alnjah round about, on cer- 
tain parts οἱ the camp that were not taken notice ot ; and when 
he was thus within the compafs of the enemy, his army was 
affrighted, and their courage failed them, but Abijah en- 
couraged them, ‘and exhorted them to place their hopes on 
- God, tor that he was not encompalled by theenemy. Sothey 
all at once implored the divine afliftance, while the priefls 
founded with the trumpet, and they made a fhout, and tell up- 
on their enemies and God brake the courage, and caft down 
the force of their enemies, and made Abijah’s army fuperior 
to them; for God vouchfated to grant them a wonderful and 
very famous victory ; and fuch a * daughter was now made of 
Jeroboam’s army, as is never recorded to have happened in any 
other war, whether it were of thé Grecks, or οἱ the: Barbarians, 
for they overthrew/(.and flew | five hundred thoufand of their en- 
emies, and they took their ftrongeft cities by force, and fpoiled 
them ; and belides thofe, they did the fame to Bethel and her 
towns, and Jefhanah andher towns. And after this deteat, Jero- 
boam never recovered himfelt during the life of Abijah, who yet 
did not long furvive, for he reigned but three y ears, and was bu- 
ried in Jerufalem, in the fepulchres of his forefathers. He 
Jett behigd him twenty-two fons, and fixteen daughters; and 
he had allo thafe children by tourteen wives; and Afa his fon 
futceeded in the kingdom ; and the young man’s mother was 
Michaiah. Under lus reign the country of the Ifraelites en- 
joyed peace for ten years, | ot | 
4. And fo far concerning Abijah, the fon of Rehoboam, the. 
fon of Solomon, as his hiftory hath come down tous: But Je- 
roboam, the king οἵ the ten tribes,-died when he had governed 
them two aud twenty years ; whole fon Nadab fuccceded him, 
in the jecond year of the reign of Ala, Now Jeroboam’s fon 
governed two years, and relembled his father 1n impiety and 
wickednefs. In thefe two years he made an expedition again 
Gibbethon, a city οἱ the Philiftines, and continued the fiege in 
order to take it; but he was confpired againit while he was 
there,’by a friend of his, whofe name was Baa/ha, the fon of 


* By thisterrible, and perf-&ly unparalleled {laughter of 500,c00 men of the 
newly idolatrous aid rebellivus ten tribes, God’s high défp eature and indignation 
againft that idolary and'rebelliow fully appeared, the remainder were thereby feri- 
oufly cautioned not to perfftinthem, and akind of balance or equilibrium was 
made between the ten and the two tribes for the time to come; while othkerwile 
the perpetually idolatrous and rebellious ten tribes would naturally have been oo 
powertul for the two tribes, which were pretty frequently free both from fuch idol- 
atry and rebellion ; nor is there any reafon to doubt of the truth of the prodigious 
number flain upon fo fignal an occalion, ᾿᾿ . Νὰ 
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Ahijah, and was flain ; which Baafha took the kingdom after 
the other’s death, and deftroyed the whole houfe ot Jeroboam. 
It alfo came to pafs, according as God had foretold, that fome 
of Jeroboam’s kindred that died in the city were torn to pieces 
and devoured by dogs, and that others ot them that died in the 
fields, were torn and devoured by the fowls. Sothe houfe of 
Jergboam fuffered the juft punifhment of his impiety, and of 
his wicked actions. — ᾿ ot | 


4 


CHAP, ΧΙ 


How Zerah, hing of the Ethiopians, was beaten by, Aja: And 

‘how Afa, upor Baafha’s making war againft him, invited 
the king of the Damafcéns to affift him ; and how, on the de- 
Strudtion of the houfe af Baafha,, Zimri get the kingdom, as 
did his fon Ahab after him. ~ | 


δ 1. Now Afa, the king of Jerufalem, was of an excel- 
lent chara&ter, and hada regard to God, and nei- 

ther did nor defigned any thing but what had relation tothe "Ὁ 
obferyation of the Jaws. He made ‘a reformation of his 
kingdom, and cut'off whatfoever was wicked therein, and pu- 
rifiedit from every impurity. Now he had an army of cho- 
fen men that were armed with targets and {pears ; out of the 
tribe of Judah three hundred thoufand, and out ot the tribe of 
Benjamin, that bore fhields and drew bows, two hundred and 
fifty thoufand. But when he had already reigned ten cats, 
Zerah, king of * Ethiopia made an expedition -againft him, 
with a great army, of nine hundred: thoufand footmen, and 
one hundred thoufand horfemen, and three hundred chariots, 
and came as far as Marelhah, a city that belonged to the tribe. 
ot Judah. Now when -Zerah had paffed fo far with his own 
army, Afa met -him,.and put his army in array over againft 
him, in avalley called Zephathah, not tar trom the city : And 
when he faw the multitude of the Ethiopians he cried out, 
and befought God to give them the vittory and that he might 
kill many ten thoufands of the enemy: “ For, faid he, I de- 
pend on nothing elfe but that afhftance which I expeét from 
thec, which is able to make the fewer fuperior to the more nu- 
merous, and the weaker to the ftronger ;and thence it isa- 
Tone that I venture to meet Zerah, and fight him.” 

‘2. While Afa was faying this, God gave him a fignal_ of 
victory, and joining battle ‘cheerfully en account of what God 
had foretold about it, he flew ἃ great many of the Ethiopi- 
ans and when he had put them to flight, he _purfued them to 
the country of Gerar: And when they lett off killing their en- 


* The reader isto remember, that Οὐ is not Eytiopia, but Arabia, Sce Bo~ 
shat, B. IV. chap. ii, 
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emies, they betook themfelves to f{poiling them, (for the city 
Gerar was already taken, and to fpoiling their camp, fo that 
they carried off much gold, and much filver, and a great deal 
οἵ other | prey, and camels, and great cattle, and flocks of 
fheep. Accordingly when Afa and his army had obtained 
fuch a viétory, and fuch wealth from God, they returned to 
Jerufalem. Now as they were coming, a prophet, whofe 
name was Azariah, met them on the road, and bad them ftop 
their journey alittle ; and began to fay to them thus; That 
“ thereafon why they had obtained this vitory from God was 
this, that they had fhewed themfelves righteous and religious 
men, and had daneevery thing according to the will of God ; 
that therefore he διά, if they perfevered therein, God would 
rant that they fhould always overcome their enemies, and 
- Rive happily : but that if .they left off his worfhip, all things 
fhall tall out on the contrary 5 and *a time fhould come, 
wherein no true prophet fhall be left in your whole multi- 
tude, nor a prieft who thall deliver you atrue anfwer from 
“the oracle; but your cities fhall be overthrown. and your 
nation {cattered over the whole earth, and live tne life of ftran- 
gers and wanderers.” Sohe advifed them, while.they had ΄ 
time, to be good, and not to deprive themfelves of the favour 
of God. hen the king and the péople heard this, they re- 
joiced ; and all in common, and every one in particular, took 
great care to behave themfelves righteoufly. The king alfa 
ent fome to take care that thole in the country fhould obferve 
the laws alfo. 

3. And this was the ftate of Afa, king of the twotribes. I 
now return to Baafha, the king of the multitude of the Ifrael- 
ites, who flew Nadab the fon of Jeroboam, and retained the 

overnment. He dwelt in the city Firzah, having made that 

is habitation, and reigned twenty-four years. He became 
more wicked and impious than Jeroboam or his fon. He did 
a great deal of mifchiet to the multitude; and was injurious 
to God, who feht the prophet Jehu, and told him beforehand 
that “‘ his whole family fhould be deftroyed, and that he would 
bring the fame miferies on his houfe, which had brought that 
of Jeroboam to ruin, becaule when he had been made ing by 
him, he had not requited his kindnefs, by governing the mul- 
titude righteoufly, and religioufly ; which things, in the firft 
‘place, tended to their own happinefs, and inthe next place 
were pleafing to God, that he had imitated this very wicke 
king, .[eroboam sand although that man’s foul had perifhed, 
yet did he exprefs to the [ite his wickednefs*; and he faid, © 
that he fhould therefore juftly experience the like calamity 
with him, fince he had been guilty of the hike wickednefs.” 


* Here is a very great error in our Hebrew copy in this place, α Chron. xvi. 
3--6 3s applying what follow to times paft, and not times tuture; whence δαὶ 
text 15 quite mifapplied by Sir Ifaac Newton. 
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But Baatha, though he heard beforehand what miferies would 

efal him,.and his whole family, for their.infolent behaviour, 
yet did not he leave off his wicked praétices for the time to 
come, nor did he care to appear to be other than worfe and 
worfe till he died ; nor did he then repent of his pal attions, 
nor endeavour to obtain pardon of God for them. but did as 
they do who have rewards propofed to them, when they have 
once in earneft fet aoout their work, they do not leave off 
their labours ; for thus did Baafha, when the prophet foretold 
to him what would come to pafs, grow worfe as if what were 
threatened, the perdition of his family, and the deftriction of 
. his houfe (which are really atnong the greateft of evils), were 
good things, arid, as if he were a combatant for wickednels, 

e every day took more and more pains for it, and at laft he 
took his army and affaulted a certain confiderable city called 
_ Ramah, which was forty furlongs diftant from Jerufalem ; 
and when he had fortified it, having determined before hand 
to leave a garrifon in it, that they might thence make excur- 
fions, and do mifchief to the kingdom of Afa. . 

4. Whereupon “fa was afraid of the attempts the enemy 
might make upon him, arid confidering with himfelf what mif- - 
chiefs this army that was left in Ramah might do to the coun- 
try over which he reigned, he fent embafladors to the king of 
the Damafcens, with gold and filver, defiring his afliftence, 
and putting him in mind that we have had a friendthip togeth- 
ér from the times of our forefathers. So he gladly received 
that fum of money anid madealeague with him, and broke 
the triendfhip he had with Baafha, and fent the commanders 
οἱ his own forces unto Cities that were under Baafha’s domin- 
ion, and ordered them to do them milchief. So they went 
and burnt fome of them, and fpoiled others, Ijon, and Dan, | 
and * Abelmain, and many others. Now wher the king of 
Mfrael heard this, he left off building and fortitying Ramah, 
and returned prefently to affift his own people under the dif- 
treffes they were in; but Afa made ufe of the materials that were 
prepared for building that city, for building in the fame-place 
two ftrong cities, the one of which was called Geba, and the 
other Mizpak : So that after this Baafha had no leifure to make 
expeditions againft Alfa, for he was prevented by death, and 
was buried in the city Tirzah ; and Elah his fon took the king- 
dom, whto, when he had reigned two years, died, being treach- 


* This Abelmain, or in Jofephus’s copy Abellane, that belonged to the land of 
Ifrael, and bordered on the country of Damafcus, is fuppofed, both by Hudfon 
and Spanheim, to bethe fame with Abel or Aétla, whence came Abilene. This 
may be that city fo denomivated from Abe! the righteous there buried, concerning 
the fhedding of whole blood within the compals of the Jand of Tirael, I underftand 
our Saviour’s words, about the fatal war and overthrow of Judea by Titus and his 
Roman army, That upon you may come all the righteous blood fea upon the land, from 
the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Lacharids, fon of Barachias, whom he flew 


between the temple and the aliar. Verily I fay unto you, Ail thefe things fhall come upon 
this generation, Matt. xxiii 95, 36. Luke xi. g:. 
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eroufly flain by’ Zimri, the captain of halt -his army ; for 
when fetwas at Arza, his fteward’s houfe, he perfuaded fome 
ofthe horfemen that were under him, to affault Elah, and by 
that means he flew him when he was without his armed men, 
and his captains, for they were all bufied in the fiege of Gib- 
bethon, a city of the Philifines. Loss 
5. When Zimri, the captain of the army, had killed Elah, 
he took the kingdom himfelf, and according to Jehu’s proph- 
ecy, flew all the houfe of Baafha; tor it came to pafs that Baa- 
fha’s houfe utterly perifhed, on account of his impiety, in the 
fame manner as we have already defcribed the deftru@ion of 
‘the houfe of Jeroboam: But the army that was befieging Gib- 
bethon, when they heard what had befallen the king, and that 
when Zimri had killed him, he had gained the kingdom, they 
made Omri their general king, who drew off his army from 
Gibbethon. and came to Tirzah, where the royal palace was, 
and affaulted the city, and tcok it by force. But when Zimn 
{aw that the city had none to defend. it, he fled into the inmolt 
part. of the palace, and fet it on fire, and burnt himfelf with it, 
when lie had reigned only feven days. Upon which the peo- 
ple of Ifrael were prefently divided, and part of them would 
ave Tibni to be king and part Omri; but when thofe that 
were for Omri’s ruling had beaten Tibni, Omri reigned over 
all'the multitude. Now it was in the thirtieth year of the 
reign of Afa that Omri reigned in the city Tirzah, and the reft 
in the city called Semarcon, but named by the Greeks Sama- 
ria ; but he himlelf called it Semareon, fromi Semer. who fold 
him the mountain whereon he built it: Now Omri was no 
way different from thofe kings that reigned before him, but 
that he grew worfe than they, for they all fought how they 
might turn the people away trom God,’ by their daily wicked 
praQtices ; and on that account it was that God made one of 
them to be flain by another, and that no one perfon ot their 
families fhould remain. This Omri alfo died at Samaria : And 
Ahab his fon fucceeded him. | 
6. Now by thefe events we may learn what concern God 
hath for the affairs of mankind, and how he loves good men, 
and hates the wicked, and deftroys them root and branch: For 
many of thefe kings of Ifrael, they and their families, were 
miferably deftroyed, and taken away one by another, ina fhort - 
time, for their tranfgreffion and wickednefs ; but Afa,; who was 
king of Jerufalem, and of the two tribes, attained, by God's 
blefling, a long and a bleffed old age, for his piety and right- 
eoufnels, and died happily, when he had reigned forty and one 
ears; and when he was dead, his fon Jehothaphat fucceeded 
im in the government. He was born οἵ Afa’s wite Azubah. 
Andall men allowed that he followed the works of David his 
forefather, and this both sn courage and piety ; but we are not 
ebliged now to {pcak any more of the affairs of this king. 
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CHAP. ΧΗ]. 


How Ahab, when he had taken Fezebel to wife, beca:ne more 
wicked than all the kings that had been beforehim. Of the ac- 
tions of the prophet Flijah ; and what befel Naboth. 


4 1. OW Ahab, the king of Ifrael, dwelt-in Samaria. 

and held the government for twenty-two years ; and, 
‘ made no alteration in the condu& af the kings that were his 
predeceffors, but only in fuch things as were ot his own in- , 
vention for the worfe, andin his moft grofs wickednefs! He 
imitated them in their wicked courfes and in their injurious be- 
haviour towards God, and moft efpecially he imitated the 
tranfgreffionof Jeroboam; tor he worfhipped the heifers that he 
had made; and he contrived other abfurd obje&s of worfhip 
_ befides thofe heifers ; he alfo took to wite the daughter of Eth- 
baal, king of the Tyrians and Sidonians, whofe name was 
Jezebel, of whom he learned to worthip their own god. This 
woman was ative and bold, and fell into fo great a degree of 
ampurity and madnefs, that fhe built atemple to the gods of 
the Tyrians, which they call Belus, and planted a grove. of 
all forts of trees; fhe alfo appointed priefts and falfe prophets 
to this god. The king alfo himfelf had many fuch about him 
and fo exceeded in madnefs and wickednels all [the kings 
that went before him. 

2. There was now a prophet of God Almighty, οἱ Thef- 
bon, a country in Gilead, that came to Ahab, and faid to him, 
That ‘* God toretold he would not fend rain nor dew in thofe 
years upon the country but when he fhould appear.” And 
when he had confirmed this by an oath, he departed into the 
fouthern parts, and made bis abode by a brook, out of which 
he haa water to drink : But when that river was dried up tor 
want of rain, he came to Zarephath, a city not far from Sidon 
and Tyre, for it lay between them, and this at the command 
of God, for [God told him] that he fhould there find a: wo. 
man who was a widow, that fhould give him fuftenance: So 
when he was not far off the city, he faw a woman that labour- 
ed with her own hands, gathering of fticks; fo God informed 
him that this was the woman who was to give him fuftenance: 
So he came and faluted her, and defired her to bring him fome 
water to drink ; but as fhe was going foto do, he called to 
her, and would have herto bring him a loaf of bread alfo: 
Whereupon the affirmed upon oath, that fhe had at home noth- 
ing more than one handtul of meal, and a little oil, and that 
fhe was going to gather fome fticks, that fhe might knead it, 
and make bread for herfelf and her fon ; ‘after which, the faid, 
they muft perifh, and be tonfumed by the 4amine, for they 
had nothing tor themfelves any longers Hereupon he {faid, 

VOL. I, E 3 ~ 


418 ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. [Book VIII. 


“ Go on with good courage, and hope for better things ; and 
firft of all make mea little cake, and bring it to me, for I fore~ 
tel to thee that this veffel of meal, end this cruife of oil, fhall 
not fail until God fend rain.”” When the prophet had faid 
this, {he came to him, and made him the before named cakes: 
Of which fhe had part for herfelf, and gave the refl to heron, 
and to the prophet alfo ; nor did any thing οἱ this fail untl 
the drought ceafed. Now Menander mentions this drought 
in his account of the a&s of Ethbaal, king of the Tynans; 
where he fays thus-: ‘* Under him there was a want of rain 
from the month Hy perberetzus till the month Hyperebetzus 
of the y car tollowing ; but when he made fupplications, there 
came great thunders. This Ethbaal built the city Botrys in 
Phenicia, and the city Auza in Libya.” By thefe words 
he defigned this want of rain that was inthe days of Ahab, for 
at that time it was that Ethbaal alfo reigned over the Tyriang, as 
Menander tntorms us. 

3. Now this woman, of whom we fpake before, that fuftain- 
ed the prophet, when her fon was fallen into a diflemper til 
he gave up the ghoft, and appeared to be dead, came to the 
prophet weeping, and beating her breaft with her hands, and 
fending out fuch expreflions as her paflions dictated to her, 
and complained to him, that he had come to her to reproach 
her for her fins, and that on this account it was that her fon 
-was dead. But he bid her be of good cheer, and deliver her 
fon to him for that he would deliver him again to her alive. 
So when fhe delivered her fon up to him, he carried him into 
an upper room, where he himfelf lodged, and laid him down 
upon the bed, and cried unto God, and faid, That ‘“ God 
had not done well in rewarding the woman who had entertain- 
ed him, and fuftained him, by taking away her fon, and he 
prayed that he would fend again the fou! of the child into him, 
and bririg him to life again.” Accordingly God took pity on 
the mother, and was willing to gratify the prophet, that he 
mighkt not feem to have cometo her to do her a mifchief, and 
the child, beyond all expeétation, came to life again. So the 
mother returned the prophet thanks, and (διά, the was then 
clearly fatished that God did converfe with him. 

4. * After a little while Elijah came to king Ahab, accord- 
ing to God’s will, to inform him that rain was coming. Now 
the famine had {cized upon the whole country, and there was 


® Jolephus, in his prefent copies, fays, 4 little while after the recovery of the 
widow’s loa of Sarepta, God fent rain upon the earth ; whereas, in our other cop- 
ics, it is after many days, 1 Kings xviii. 1. Several years are alfo intimated there, 
aud in Jofeohns, § 2. as belonging to this drought and famine ; nay we have the 
cxprefs mention of the third day, which I fuppofe was reckoned from the recov 
cry of the widow's fon, and the ccafing of this drought in Phenicia, ‘which, as 
Menander informs ys here, lafted one whole year ;) And both our Saviour and 
St James affirms, that this drought lafted in all three years and fix months, as their 
copies of the Old Teftament then informed them, Luke iv. 25. James v. 17. 

' 
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-a great want of what was necefflary, for fuftenance, infomuch 

that it was'not only mien that wanted it, but the earth itfelt al- 
fo, which did not produce enough for the horfes and the other 
beafts, of what was ufetul for them to feed on, by reafon of 
thedrought. Sothe king called for Obadiah, who was ftew- 
ard over his cattle, and faidto him, That “he would have 
him, go to the tountains of water, and to the brooks, that if any 
herbs could be found for them, they might mow it down, and 
relerve it for the beafts.” And when he had fent perfons all 
over the * habitable earth, to difcover the prophet Elijah, and 
they could not find him, he bid Obadiah accompany him : So 
it was relotved they fhould make a progrefs, and divide the 
ways between them, and Obadiah took one road, and the king 
another. Now it happened, that the fame time when queen . 

Jezebel flew the prophets, that this Obadiah had hidden an 
' hundred prophets, and had fed them with nothing but bread 
and water. But when Obadiah was alone, and abfent from 
the king, the prophet Elijah met him ; and Obadiah afked him 
who he was; and when he had learned it from him, he wor- 
fhipped him. Elijah then bid him go tothe king, and tell 
him that I am hére ready to watt on him. But Obadiah repli- 
ed, ‘‘ What evil have I done to thee, that thou fendelt me to 
one who feeketh to kill thee, and hath fought over all the 
earth for thee ? Or was he fo ignorant as not to know that 
the king had left no place untouched unto which he had not 
fent perfons to bring him back, im order, if they could take 
him, to have him put to death ῥ᾽ For he told him he was a- 
fraid left God thould appear to him again, and he fhould go 
away into another place, and that when the king thould fend 
him tor Elijah and he fhould mifs of him, and not be able to 
find him any where upon earth, he fhould be put to death. . 
He defired him therefore to take care of his prefervation ; and 
told him how diligently he had provided for thofe of his own 
proieflion, ard had faved an hunared prophets, when Jezebcl 
flew the reft of them, and had kept them concealed, and that 
they had been fuftained by him. But Elijah bid him fear 
nothing, but goto the king ; and heaffured him upon oath, that 
he would certainly fhow himfelt to Ahab that very day. 

5. So when Obadiah had intormed the king that Elijah was 
there, Ahab met him, and afked him in anger, “ If he were 
the man that affli€ted the people ofthe Hebrews, ‘and was the 
occafion of the drought they ay under ?” But Elijah, withe 
out any flattery, faid, That, ““ he was himlelf the man, he and 
his houfe, which brought fuch fad afflittions upon them, and 
that by introducing ftrange gods into their country, and wor- 
ihipping them, and by leaving their own, who was the only 


* Jofephus here feems to mean, that this drought affe€ted all the habitable earth, 
and prefently ai the carth, a8 our Saviour fays it was upon all the earth Luke iv ἃς, 
They who reftrain = tu the fand of Judca alone, gu without ἔμ}. 


cient authority or : 


» 
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true God, and having no manner of regard tohim.” Howev- 
er, he bad him go his way, and gather together all the people 
to him, to mount Carmel, with his own prophets, and thofe of 
his wite’s, telling him how many there were of them, as alfo 
the prophets of the groves, about four hundred in number. 
And as all the men whom Ahab fent for, ran away to the fore- 
named mountain, the prophet Elijah flood in the midit of them, 
.and faid, *‘ How long will you live thus in uncertainty of 
mind and opinion ?” He alfo exhorted them, that in cafe they 
efteemed their own country God to be the true and the only 
God, they would tollow him and his commandments ; but in 
cafe they efteemed him to be nothing, but had an opinion of the 
flrange gods, and that they ought to worfhip them, his coun- 
fel was, that they thould tollow them. And when the multi- 
tude made no an{wer to what he faid, Elijah defired, that fora 
trial of the power of the flrange gods, and of their own God, 
he, who was his only prophet, while they had four hundred, 
might take an heifer and kill it as a facrifice, and lay it upon 
pieces of wood, and not kindle any fire, and that they (που do 
the fame things, and call upon their own gods to fet the wood 
on fire, forif that were done, they would thence learn the na- 
ture of the true God. This propofal pleafed the people. So 
Elijah bid the prophets to choofe out an heifer firft, and kill 
it, and to call on their gods. But when there appeared no ef- 
fett of the prayer or invocation of the prophets upon their 
facrifice, Elijah derided them, and bad them call upon their 
gods with a loud voice, tor they might either be ona journey, 
or afleep ; and when thefe prophets had done fo from morn- 
ing ull noon, and * cut themfelves-with {words and lances, ac- 
cording to the cuftoms of their country, and he was about to 
otter his facrifice, he διά [the prophets | go away, but bid (the 
people | come near and obferve what he did, left he thould ᾿ 
privately hide fire among the pieces of wood. So, upon the ap- 
proach ot the multitude, he took twelve ftones, one tor each 
tribe of the people of the Hebrews, and built an altar with 
them, and dug a very deep trench ; and when he had Jaid the 
pieces of woou upon the altar, and upon them had laid the pie- 
ces of the facrifices, he ordered them to fill four barrels with 
the water of the tountain, and to pour it upon the altar, till it 
ran over it, and till the trench was filled with the water poured 
into it. When he had done this, he began to pray to God, 
and to invocate him to make manifeft his power toa people that 
had already been in an error a long time: Upon which words 
a fire came on a fudden trom heaven, in the fight of the multi- 
tude, and fell upon the altar, and confumed the facrifice, till 
the very water was fet on fire, and the place was become dry. 

6. Now when the Ifraelites faw this, they fell down upon the 


* Mr Spanheim takes notice here, that in the worfhip of Mithra, [the Ged af 
the Perfians] the priefts cut themiteives in the {ame manner δὲ did thele pricis ix 
stheir invocation of Baal, [the God of the Phevicians 1 
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ground, and worlhipped one God, and called him the great and 
_the only true God, but they called the others mere names, 
* framed by the evil and wild opinions of men. So they caught 
their prophets, and, at the command ot Elijah, flew them, Eli- 
jah alfo {aid to the king, that he fhould go to dinner without 
any farther concern, for that ina little time he would fee God ’ 
fend them rain. Accordingly Ahab went his way: But Eli. 
jah went up to the higheft top of mount Carmel, and fat down . 
upon the ground, and Jeaned his head upon his knees, and bad 
hig fervant go up to a certain elevated place, and look towards 
the fea, and when he fhould fee a cloud mfing any where, he 
fhould give him notice ot it, for till that time the air had been 
clear. When the fervant had gone up, and had faid many 
times that he faw nothing, at the feventh time of his going up, 
he faid that he faw a {mall black thing in the fky, not larger 
than a man’s foot. When Elijah heard that, he fent to Ahab, 
and defired him to go away tothe city before the rain came 
down. So he came tothe city Jezreel ; and in a little simethe 
air was all ob{cured, and covered with clouds, anda vehement 
ftorm οἱ wind came upon the earth, and with it a great deal οἵ 
rain: And the prophet was under a divine tury, and ran alon 
with the king’s chariot unto Jezreel a city ot * Izar [ Ifachar. 
4. When Jezebel, the wite of Ahab, underitood what figns 
Elijah had wrought, and how he had ilain her prophets, fhe was 
angry, and fent meilengers to him, and by them threatened to 
kili him, as he had deftroyed her prophets. Atthis Elijah was 
affrighted, and fled to the city called Beerfheba, which is fitu- 
ate at the utmoft limits of the country belonging to the tribe of 
Judah, towards the land of Edom ; and there he left his fervant, 
and went away into the defart, He prayed alfo that he might 
die, tor that he was not better than his fathers, nor need he be 
very defirous'to live, when they were dead ; and he lay and 
flept under a certain tree ; and when fome body awakened him, 
and he wasrifen up, he found food fet by him, and water; fo 
when he had eaten, and recollected his ftrength by that his food, © 
he came to that mountain which 1s called S:naz, where it is 
related that Mofes received his laws trom God ; and findin 
there a certain hollow cave, he entered into it, and continu 
to make his abode init. But when a certain voice came to 
him, but from whence he knew not, and afked him, “ Why 
he was come thither, and had left the city ?” He faid, That 
““ becaufe he had {lain the prophets of the foreign gods, and 
had perfuaded the people that he alone whom they had wor- 
{hipped trom the beginning, was God, he was fought for by 
the king’s wife, to bepunithed tor fo doing.”. And when he 
had heard another voice, telling him that he fhould come out 


* For Izor we may here read (with Hudfon and Cocceius) J/achar, i.e, of the 
tribe of Ilachar, tor to that tribe did Jeziecl belong. And presently at the begin- 
ning of ὃ 8. as alio chap. xv. § 4. we may read tor Izar, with one MS, ‘nearly, 
and the icripture, Fezree/, tor that was tlie city meant in the hiftory of Naboth. 
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the next dav intothe open air, and fhould thereby know what 
be was to do he came out ot the cave the next day accordingly, 
when he both heard an earthquake, and faw the bright [plendour 
of a fire , and after a filence made,a divine noife exhorted him 
not to be difturbed with the circumftances he was in, for that 
none οἱ his enemies fhould have power over him. The voice 
alfo commanded him to return home, and to ordain Jehu, the 
fon of Nimfhi, to be king over their own multitude ; and Ha- 
zael, of Damafcus, to be over the Symnians ; and Ejifha of the 
city Abel, tobe a prophet in his ftcad : And that of the rmprous 
multitude, fome ft.ould be flain by Hazael, and others by Jehu. 
So Elijah, upon hearing this charge, returned into the land of 
the Hebrews. And when he found Elitha, the fon of Shaphat, 
ploughing, and certain others with him, driving twelve yoke 
of oxen, he came to ‘.cnand caft hisown garment upon fim ; 
upon which Elifha bezan to prophecy prefently, and leaving 
his oxen, he toliowed Elijah. And when he defired leave to 
falute his parents, Elijah gave him leave foto do: And when 
he had taken his leave of them, he followed him, and became 
the difciple and the fervant of Elijah all the days of his life. 
And thus have I difpatched the affairs in which this prophet 
was concerned. 

8. Now there was one Naboth of the city Izar [ Jezreel, 
who had a ficld adjoining to that of the king’s; the king 
would have perfuaded him to fell him that his field, which 
ldy fo near to his own lands, at what price he pleafed, that he 
might join them together and make them one farm; and τῇ 
he would not accept of money for it, he gave him leave to 
choofe any ot his other fields in its ftead. But Naboth faid, he 
would not do fo, but would keep the poffeffion of that land of 
hisown, which he had by inheritance from his father. Upon 
this the king was grieved, as if he had received an injury, 
when he could not get another man’s pofleffion, and he would 
neither wath himfelt, nor take any food ; and when Jezebe} 
afked him, what it was that troubled him ? and why he would 
neither wafb himfelf, nor eat cither dinner or fupper ? he re- 
lated to her the perverfenefs of Naboth ; and how when he 
had made ufe ot gentle words to him, and fuch as were be- 
neath the royal authority, he had been affronted, and had not 
obtained what he defired. However, fhe perfuaded him not 
to be caft down at this accident, but to leave off his grief, and 
return the ufual care of his body, tor that fhe would take care 
to have Naboth punifhed : And fhe immediately fent letters 
to the ruler of the Hraelites | Jezreelites | in Ahab’s name, and 
commanded them to faft, and to affemble a congregation, and 
᾿ to fet Naboth at the head of them, becaufe he was an illuftri- 
ous family, and to have three bold men ready to bear witnefs 
that he.had blafphcmed God and the king, and then to ftone 
him, and flay himin that manner. Accordingly when Naboth 
had beenthus teftified againft, as the queen had written tothem, 
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that he had blafphemed againft God and Ahab the king, and 
defired him to take poffeflion of Naboth’s vineyard on free cof. 
So Ahab was glad at what had‘ been done, and rofe up imme- 
diately from the bed whereon he lay, to goto fee Naboth’s 
vineyard ; but God had great indignation at it, and fent Eli. 
jah the prophet to the field of Naboth, to fpeak to Ahab, and 
to fay to him, that ‘ he had flain the true owner of that field 
unjuftly.” And as foonas he came to him, and the king had 
faid, that he might do with him what he pleafed (tor he thought 
it a reproach to him to be thus caught in_ his fin), Elijah faid, 
that“ in that very place in which the dead body of Naboth was 
eaten by dogs, both his own blood, and that of his wite’s 
fhould be fhed, and that all his family fhould perifh, becaufe 
he had been fo infolently wicked, and flain a citizen unjuftly 
and contrary to the law of his country.” Hereupon Ahab be- 
gan tobe forry for the things he had done, and to repent of 
them, and he put on fackcloth, and went * barefoot, and 
would not touch any food ; he alfo confefled his fins, and en- 
deavoured thus to appeafe God. But God faid to the proph- 
et, that‘' while Ahab was living he would put off the punith- 
ment of his family becaufe he repented of thofe infolent 
crimes he had been guilty of, but that ftill he would .fulfilhis 
threatening under Ahab’s fon.” Which meiflage the prophet 
delivered to the king. 


e 


CHAP. XIV. 


How Hadad, king of Damafcus and of Syria, made two expe- 
ditions againft Ahab, and was beaten. 


§ 1. WHEN the affairs of Ahab were thus, at that very 
time the fon of Hadad [Benhadad |, who was' 

king of the Syrians and of Damafcus, got together an army 
out of all his country, and procured thirty- two kings beyond 
Euphrates to be his auxiliaries: Sohe made an expedition a- 
ainft Ahab ; but becaufe Ahab’s army was not like that of 
enhadad’s, he did not fet it in array to fight him, but hav- 
ing fhut up every thing that was in the country, in the fRrong- 
‘elf cities he had, he abode in Samaria him(elf, for the walls a- 
bout it were very ftrong, and it appeared to be not eafily to be 
taken in other refpects alfo. So the king of Syria took bis are 
my with him, and came to Samaria, and placed his army round 
about the city, and befieged it. He allo fent an herald to A- 
hab, and defired he would admit the ambafladors he would 


* “The Jews weep to this day, (fays Jerom, here cited by Reland) and ruil 
themfelves upon fackcloth, in afhes barefoot, upon fuch occafions.” To which 
Spanheim adds, “ That after the fame manner Bernice, when his life was in danger, 
ftood at the tribugal of Florus barefoot,” Of the war, B. 11. chap. 15. § 2. See the 
like of David, a. Sam. xv. 90. Antiq. B. VII chap, ix. § 2., 
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fend him, by whom he would let bim know his pleafure. So 

upon the king of Ifrael’s permiffion for him to fend, thole am- 

baffadors came, and, by their king’s command, f{pake thus: 

that‘‘ Ahab’s riches,and his children and his wives, were Benha- 

dad’s, andif he would make an agreement and give him leave to 

take.as much of what he had as he pleafed, he would withdraw 

his army, and leave off the fiege.””’ Upon this Ahab bid the 

ambafladors to go back, and tell their king, that both he him- 

felf and all that he hath, are his poffeflions. And whenthefe 

ambaffadors had told this to Benhadad, he fent to him agam, 

and defired, fince he conteffed that all he had was his, that he 

would admit thofe fervants of his which he fhould fend the 

next day, and he commanded him to deliver to thofe whom. 
he fhould fend whatfoever upon their fearching his palace, 

and the houfes of his friends, and kindred, they fhould End 

to be excellent in its kind, but that what did not pleafe 
them they fhould leave to him. At this fecond embaf- 

ἴλας of the king of Syria, Ahab was furprifed, and gather- 

edtogether the multitude to a congregation, and told them, 
** That for himfelf he was ready, for their fafery and peace, to 

give up his own wives and children to the enemy, and to yield 
to him all bis own poffeffions, for that was what the Syrian 
king required at his firft embaffage ; but that now he defires to 
fend his fervants to fearch all their houfes, and in them to leave 
nothing that 15 excellent in its kind, feeking an occafion of 
fighting againft him, as knowing that I would not {pare what 
is mine own for your fakes, but taking a handle trom the dif- 
agreeable terms he offers concerning you to bring a war upon 
us ; however, I will do what you thall refolve is fit to be done.” 
But the multitude advifed him to hearken to none of his pro- 

pofals, but to defpife him, and be in readinefs to fight him. 
Accordingly when he had given the ambaffadors this anfwer 
to be reported, that “ he {till continued in the mind to comply 
with what terms he at firft defired, for the fafety of the citi- 

zens, but as for his fecond defires, he cannot fubmit to them,” 
he difmiffed them. 

2. Now when Benhadad heard this, he had indignation, and 
fent ambaffadors to Ahab the third time, and threatened that 
his army ‘ would raife a bank higher than thofe walls, in con- 
fidence of whofe ftrength he de{pifed him, and that by only 
each man of his army taking an handful of earth ;” hereby 
making a fhew of the great number of his army, and aiming 
to affright him. Ahab anfwered, that “he ought not to vaunt 
himfelt when he had only put on his armour, but when he 
fhould have conquered his enemies in the battle.” So the am- 
baffadors came back, and tound the king at fupper with his 
thuty-two kings, and informed him of Ahab’s anfwer; who 
then immediately gave order tor proceeding thus: To ntake 
lines round the city, and raife a bulwark, and to profecute the 
&ege all manner of ways, Now, as this was doing, Ahab was 
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m a great agony, andall his people with him; but he took 
courage, and was freed trom his tears, upon a certain proph- 
et’s coming to him, and faying to him, that “ God had prom- 
ifed to fubdue fo many ten thoufands of his enemies under 
him.” And when he enquired by whofe means the ‘vidtory 
was to be obtained, he faid, ‘‘ By the fons of the princes, but 
under thy condutt as their leader, by reafon of their untkilful- 
nefs [in war |.” Upon which he called for the fons of the 
princes, and found them to be two hundred thirty and two 
perfons. So when he was informed that the king of Syria 

ad betaken himfelf to feafting and repofe, he opened’ the 
gates, and fent out the princes fons. Now when the centi- 
nels told Benhadad of it, he fent fome to meet them and com- 
manded them, that if thefe men were come out for fighting 
they fhould bind them, and bring them to him; and that it 
they came out peaceably they fhould do the fame. Now A- 
hab had another army ready within the walls, but the fons of 
the princes fell upon the out guard, and flew many of them, 
and purlued the reft of them to the camp: And when the king 
of I{rael faw that thefe had the upper hand, he fent out all the 
reft of his army. which falling fuddenly upon ‘the Syrians, 
beat them, for they did not think they would have come out ; 
on which account it was that they affaulted them when the 
were* naked, and drunk, infomuch, that they left all their 
armour behind them when they fled out of the camp, and the 
king himfelf efcaped with difficulty, by flyingaway on horfe- 
back : But Ahab wenta great way in purfuitof the Syrians ; 
and'when he had fpoiled their camp, which contained a great 
deal of wealth, and moreover a large quantity of gold and ἢ]. 
ver, he took Benhadad’s chariots and horfes, and returned to 
the city ; but as the prophet told him, he ought to have his 
army ready, becaufe the Syrian king would make another ex- 
pedition againft him the next year, Ahab was bufy in making 
provifion tor it accordingly. 


* Mr. Reland notes here very truly, that the word naked, does not always figni+ 
fy entirely naked, but fometimes without mens ufual armour, without their ulual 
robes or upper garments ; As when Virgil bids the husbandman plough naked, and 
fow naked; when Jofephus fays, Antiq. B. IV. chap. iii. § 2. that God had 
given the Jews the fecurity of armour when they were naked ; and when he here 
fays, that Ahab fell on the Syrians when they were naked and drunk: When An- 
tig. B. XI. chap. v. § 8. he fays, that Nehemiah commanded thole Jews that were 
building the walls of Jerufalem, to take care to have their armour on upon occa- 
fion, that the enemy might not fall upon them naked. I may add, that the cafe 
feems to be the fame in the {cripture, when it fays, that Saul lay down naked among 
the prophets, 1 Sam. xix. 24. when it fays, that Ifaiah walked naked and Carefoot, 
Ifa. xx. 2, 3. and when it fays, that Peter, before he girt his fisher's coat to him, 
was naked, John xxi. 7. What is faid of David alfo gives lisht to this, whe 
was reproached by Michal for “ dancing before the ark, and uncovering himfelt in 
the eyes of the handmaids, as one of the vain fellows shamefully uncovereth hime 
felf,” 2 Sam. vi. 14, 20. yet it is there exprefsly faid, ver. 14 that * David was 
girded with a linen ephod,” i.e. he bad laid alice his robes of ftate, and put om 
the fecerdotals, Levitical, or ane garments, proper for fuch a folemnity, 


VoL. I, 
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. Now Benhadad, when he had faved himfelf, and as much 
of his army as he could, out of the battle, he confulted with his 
friends how he might make another expedition againft the Ifrael- 
ites. Now thofe friends advifed him not to fight with them 
on the hills, becaufe their God was potent in luch places, and 
thence it had come to pafs that they had very lately been bea- 
ten ; but they faid, that if they joined battle with them in the 
plain, they fhould beat them. They alfo gave him this far- 
ther advice, to fend home thofe kings whom he had brought 
as his auxiliaries. but to retain their army, and to fet captains 
over it inftead of the kings, and to raife an army out cf their 
country, and let them be in the place of the former who per- 
ifhed in the battle, together with horfes and chariots. So he 
judged their counfel to be good, and atted according to it in 
the management of the army. ; 

4. At the beginning of the fpring, Benhadad took his army 
with him, and led it againft the Hebrews, and when he was 
come to a certain city which was called Aphek he pitched his 
camp in the great plain. Ahab alfo went to meet him with 
his army and pitched his camp over againft him, although 
his army were a very {mall one, if it were compared with the 
enemies : But the prophet came again to him, and told him, 
that “ God would give him the viory, that he might de- 
monftrate his own power to be, not only on the mountains, but 
on the plains alfo ;” which it feems was contrary to the opin- 
_ion of the Syrians. So they lay quiet in their camp feven 
days, but on the laft ot thofe days, when the enemies came 
out of theircamp. and put themfelves in array in order to 
fight, Ahab alfo brought out his own army, and when the bat- 
tle was joined, and they fought valiantly, he put the enemy 
to flight, and purfued them, and preffled upon them, and flew 
them ; nay they were deftroyed by their own chariots, and by 
one another ; Nor couldany more than a few of them efca 
to theirown city Aphek, who were alfu killed by the walls 
falling upon them, being in number * twenty-feven thoufand. 
Now there were {lain in this battle an hundred thoufand more : 
But Benhadad, the king ot the Syrians, fled away, with certain 
others of his moft faithtul fervants, and hid himfelt in a cel- 
lar under ground : And when thefe told him that the kings of 
Ifrael were humane and merciful men, and that they might 
make ufe of the ufual manner of fupplication, and obtain de- 


* Jofephus’s number, two myriads and feven thoufand, agrees here with that in 
our other copies, as thole that were s!ain by the falling down of the walls of Aphck ; 
but I iufpeted at firft that this number in’ Jof. phus’s prefent copies could not be his 
original number, becaufe he callsthem oxtcor, a few, which could hardly be faid 
of fo many as 27,000, and becaufe of the improbability of the fall of a particular 
wall’s killing fo many ; yet when I confider Jofephus’s next words, how the ref 
which were slain in the battle were ten other miriads, that 27,000 are buta few in 
comparifon of 100,000 ; and that it was not @ wail, as in our Engtish verfon, bus 
the wall, or the entire walls of the city, that {ell down, as inall originals. 
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liverance from Ahab, mn cafe he would give them leave to go 
to him, he gave them leave accordingly. Sothey cameto A. 
hab, clothed in fackcloth, with * ropes about their heads (for 
this was the ancient manner of fupplication among the Syri- 
ans), and faid, that “ Benhadad delired he would fave him, and 
that he wouid ever be ἃ fervant to him for that favour.”” Ahab 
replied, “ he was glad that he was alive, and not hurt in the bat- 
tle.” And he further promifed him the fame honour and kindnefs 
that aman would fhew to his brother. So they receivedaffuran- 
ces. upon oath trom him, that whenhe came to him he fhould re- 
ceive no harm from him,and then went and brought him out of 
the cellar wherein he was hid,and brought himto Ahab as he fat 
in his chariot. So Benhadad worlhipped him; and Ahab 
gave him his hand and made him -come up to him into his 
chariot, and kiffed him, and bid him be of good cheer, and 
not to expeft that any mif{chief fhould be done to him. So 
Benhadad returned him thanks, and profeffed that he would 
remember his kindnefs to him all the days of his life; and 
promifed he would reftore thofe cities of the Ifraelites which 
the former kings had taken from them, and grant that he 
fhould have leave to come to Damafcus, as his foretathers had 
come to Samaria. So they confirmed their covenants by oaths, 
and Ahab made him many prefents, and fent him back to his. 
own kingdom. And this was the conclufion of that war that 
Benhadad made againft Ahad and the [fraelites. ὁ 

5. Buta certain prophet, whofe name was + Micazah, came 
to one of the Ifraelites, and bid him {mite him on the head, for 
by fo doing he would pleafe God; but when he would not do 
fo, he toretold to him, that fince he difobeyed the commands 
ot God, he fhould meet with a lion and be deftroyed by him. 
When that fad accident had befallen the man, the prophet 
came again toanother, and gave him the fame injunétion ; fo 
he {mote him, and wounded his fcull: Upon which he bound 
up his head. and came to the king, and told him, that he had 
been a foldier of his, and had the cuftody of one of the prifon- 
ers Committed to him by an officer, and that the prifoner be- 
ing run away, he was in danger of lofing his own life by the 
means of that officer, who had threatened him, that if the prif- 
oner e{caped, he would kill him. And when Ahab had faid, 


* This manner of fupplication for mens lives among the Syrians, with ropes or 
Walters about their heads, or necks, is, I fuppofe, no flrange thing in later ages, 
even in our own country. 

+ [εἰς here remarkable, that in Jofephus’scopy this prophet, whofe fevere de- 
punciation of a difobedient perfon’s laughter by alion had lately come to pafa, 
who was no other than Micaiah, the fon of Imlah, who, as he now denounced 
God's judgment on difobedient Ahab, {cems direft'y te have becn that very 
prophet whom the fame Ahab in 1 Kings xxii. 8, 18. complains of, ‘* asone 
whom he hated, becau{s he did not prophecy good concerning him, but evil,’’ and 
who in that chapter openly repeats his denunciations againft him ; all which carre 

pafs accordingly : Nor ἰδ there any reafon to doubt but this and the furmer were 
the very fame prophet. 


g 
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that he would juftly die, he took off the binding about hishead, 
and was not known by the king to be Micaiah the prophet, 
who made ufe of this artifice as prelude to his following words: - 
For he faid that “ God would punifh him, who had {uffered 
Benhadad a blafphemer againtt him to efcape punifhment ; and 
that he would fo bring it about, that he fhould die by tbe oth- 
er’s means, and his people by the other's * army.” Upon 
which Ahab was very angry at the prophet, and gave com- 
mandment that he fbould be put in prifon, and there kept: 
But for himfelf. he was in contufion at the words of Micaiah, 
and returned ta his own houle, 


CHAP, XV. 


Concermng Fehofhaphat, the king of Ferufalem; and how A- 
hab made an expedrtion againft the Syrians, and was affified 
therein by Fehofhaphat, but was himself overcome in battle 
and perifned therein, 


δ 1. ND thefe were the circumftancesin which Ahab 

was. But I now returnto Jehofhaphat. t.-c king 
of Jerufalem, who, when he had augmented his kingdom, 
and had fet garrifons in the cities of the country belonging to 
his fubjeéts, and had put fuch garrifons no lefs into thofe cit- 
tes which were taken out of the tribe of Ephraim. by his 
grandiather Abijah, when Jeroboam reigned over the ten 
tribes, [than he did into the other}: But then he had God fa- 
vourable and affifting to him, as being both righteous and re- 
ligious, and feeking to do {omewhat every day, that fhould be 
agreeable and acceptable to God. The kings aHo that were 
round about him, honoured him with the prefentsthey made 
him, till the riches that he had acquired were immenfely great 
and the glory he had gained was of a moft exalted nature. 

2. Now, in the third year of his reign, he called together 
the rulers of the country, and the priefis, and commanded 
them ta go round the land, and teach all the people that were 
under him, city by city, the laws of Mofes,and to keep them, 
and to be diligent in the worfhip of God. With this the 
whole multitude was fo plealed, that they were not fo eagerly 
fet upon, or affe€ted with any thing fo much, as the obierva- 
tion of the laws. The neighbouring nations allo continued to 

love Jehothaphat, andto be at peace with him, The Philift- 


*, What is moft remarkab] +, in this hitory. and in many hiftories on other oc- 
cafrons in the Old Teftament, is this, that during the Jewilh theocracy God aGed 
entirely as the {upreme king of Itrzel, and the \upreme genera! of their armies, and 
always expected that the Lireelites fhould bein fuch abfolute fubje&ion to him, 
their {epreme and heavenly king, and general of their armies, as fubje€ts and fol. 
diers are to their earthly kings and. generals, and that ulually without knowing the 
particular realons of their injun@ions, 
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ines paid their appointed tribute, andthe Arabians fupplied 
him every year with three hundred and fixty lambs, and as 
many kids of the goata. He alfo fortified the great cities, 
which were many in number, and ot great confequence. He 
prepared alfo a mighty army οἵ foldiers and weapons againit 
their enemies. Now the army of men that wore their armour, 
was three hundred thoufand of the tribe of Judah, of whom 
Adnah was the chet ; but John was chief of two hundred 
thoufand. The fame man was chief of the tribe of Benjamin, 
and had two hundred thoufand archers under him. There 
was another chief, whofe name was ehozqbad, who had an 
hundred and fourfcore thoufand armed men. This multitude 
was diftributed to be ready for the king’s fervice, befides thofe 
whom he fent to the beft fortified cities. 

2. Jehothaphat took tor his fon Jehoram to wife, the daughter 
of Ahab, the king of the ten tribes, whofe name was Athaliak. 
And when, after fome time, he went to Samaria, Ahab recei- 
ved him courteoufly, and treated the army that followed him 
in a fplendid manner, with great plenty of corn and wine, and 
of flain beafts; and defired that he would join with him in his 
war again the king of Syria, that he might recover from him 
the city Ramoth, in Gilead; for though it had belonged to 
his father, yct had the king of Syria’s tather taken it away from 
him ;and upon Jehofhaphat’s promife toafford him his affift- 
ance (for indeed his army was not inferior to the other’s, and 
his fending tor his army from Jerufalem to Samaria, the two 
kings went out of the city, and each of them fat on his own 
throne, and each gave their orders to their feveral armies. Now 
Jehofhaphat bid them call fome of the prophets, if there were 
any there, and enquire of them concerning this expedition a- 

ainft the king of Syria, whether they would give them coun- 
el to make that expedition at this time, for there was peace at 
that time between Ahab and the king of Syria, which had laft- 
ed three years, from the time he taken him captive till . 
that day, 

4. So Ahab called his own prophets, being in number about 
four hundred, and bid them enquire of God whether he would 

rant him the vigtory, if he made an expedition againft Ben. 

adad, and enable him to overthrow that city, tor whofe fake 
it was that he was going to war. Now thefe prophets gave 
their counfel for making this expedition ; and faid, That‘ he 
would beat the king of Syria. and, as formerly, would reduce 
him under his power.” But Jehofhaphat, underftanding by 
their words that they were falfe prophets, afked Ahab whether | 
there were not fome other prophet,-and he belonging to the 
true God, that we may have furer information concerning fi- 
turities ? Hereupon Ahab faid, ‘* There was indeed fuch an 
one, but that he hated him, as having prophefied evil to him, 
and having foretold that he fhould be overcome, afg flain by 
the king of Syria, and that for this caufe he had him now im 
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‘prifon, and that his name was Micazahk, the fon of Imlah.” But 
upon Jehofhaphat’s defire that he might be produced, Ahab fent 
an eunuch, who brought Micaiah to him. Now the eunuch had 
informed him by the way, that all the other prophets had fore- 
told that the king fhould gain the vitory ; but he faid, Thae 
** it was not lawtul for him to lie againft God, but that he mu 
{peak what he fhould.fay to him about the king, whatfoever it 
were.” When hecame to Ahab, and he had adjured him up- 
on oath to fpeak the truth to him, he faid, That *‘ God had 
fhewed to him the Ifraelites running away, and purlued by 
the Syrians, and difperfed upon the mountains by them, as 
are flocks of fheep difperfed when their fhepherd is flain.” He 
. faid farther, That ‘‘ God fignified to him that thofe [{raelites 
fhould return in peace to their own home, and that he only 
fhould fallin the battle.” When Micaiah had thus {poken, 
Ahab faid to Jehofhaphat, “ I told thee a little while ago the 
.di{pofition of the man with regard to me, and that he ules to 
prophecy evilto me.” Upon which Micaiah replied, That 
‘* he ought to hear all, whatfoever it be, that God foretels; 
amd that in particular, they were talfe prophets that encour- 
aged him to make this war, in hope of vittory, whereas he 
ταῦ fight, and be killed.” Whereupon the king was in faf- 
penie with himfelf ; but Zedek:ah, one of thofe falfe proph- 
ets, Came near, and exhorted him not to hearken to Micarah, 
for he did not at all {peak truth ; as a demonftration of which, 
he mitanced in what * Elijah had faid, who wasa better proph- 
et in toretelling futurities than Micaiah, for he foretold, That 
SS the dogs fhould lick his blood in the ct Y a dezreel, in the 
field of Naboth, as they licked the blood ef Naboth, who by 
his means was there {loned to death by the multitude ; that 
therefore it was plain that this Micaiah was a liar, as contra- 
diéting a greater prophet than himfelf, and faying, that he 
Should be flain at three days journey diftance : And [{ faid he 
you fhall foon know whether he bea true prophet, and hat 
the power of the divine Spirit ; for I will {mite him, and let 
him then hurt my hand, as Jadon caufed the hand οἵ Jeroboam 
the king to wither when he would have caught him, tor I 
fuppofe thou haft certainly heard of that aceident.” So when, 
upon. his {miting Micaiah, no harm happened to him, Ahab 
took courage, and readily led his army againft the king of Syr- 
ia; for, as I fuppofe, tate was too hard tor him, and made 
him believe that the talfe prophets {pake truer than the true 
one, that it might take an occalion of bringing him to his end. 


® Thele reafonings of Zedekiah the,falfe prophet, in order to perfuade Ahab aot 
to believe Micaiah the true prophet, are plaufible, but being omitted in our. other 
copies we cannot now tel] whence Jofephus had them, whether from his owa tem. 
plecopy, from fome other original author, or from certain ancient notes. That 
fome fuch plaufible objeCtion was now raifed againft Micaiah is very likely, othes- 
wile Jehofhaphat, who ufed to disbelieve all fuch falle prophets, could ncver have 
been induced to accompany Ahab in thele delperate circumftances. 
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However, Zedekiah made horns of iron, and faid .to Αμαν 
That ‘‘ God made thole horns fignals; that by:them he fhould 
overthrow all Syria.” But Micaiah replied, That ‘* Zedeki- 
ah, in a few days, {hould go from one fecret chamber to anoth-- 
er, to hide hunfelf, that he might efcape the punifhment of his 
lying.” Then did the king give orders that they thould take 
Micaiah away, and guard him to Amon, the governor of the 
city, and to give him nothing but bread and water. 

5. Then did Ahab and Jehofhaphat the king of Jerufalem,~ 
take their forces, and marched to Ramoth, a city of Gilead ; and 
when the king of Syria heard of this expedition, he brought 
out his army to oppofe them, and pitched his camp not far 
from Ramoth. Now Ahab and Jehothaphat had agreed, that * 
Ahab fhould lay afide his royal robes, but that the king of 

erufalem fhould put on his (Abas proper habit, and ftand 
fore the army, in order to difapprove, by this artifice, what 
Micaiah had foretold: But Ahab’s fate found him out without 
his robes ; tor Benhadad, the king of Affyria, had charged his 
army, by the means of their commanders, to kill nobody elfe 
but only the king of Ifrael. So when the Syrians, upon their 
joining battle with the Lraelites, faw Jehofhaphat ftand before 
the army, and conjeétured that he was Ahab, they fell violent- 
ly upon him, and encompaffed him round ; but when they 
were near, and knew that it was not he, they all returned back ; 
and while the fight lafted from the morning light till late in the 
evening, and the Syrians were conquerors, they killed no- 
body, as their king had commanded them: And when they 
fought to kill Abab alone, but could not find him, there was a 
young nobleman belonging to king Benhadad, whofe name 
was Naaman ; he drew his bow againft the enemy, and woun- 
ded the king through his breaftplate, im his lungs. Upon this 
Ahab refolved not to make his mifchance known to his army, 
left they fhould run away, but he bid the driver of his chari- 
ot to turn it back, and carry him out of the battle, becaufe he 
was forely and mortally wounded : However, he fat in his 
chariot, and endured the pain till funfet, and then he fainted 
away, and died. ᾿ 

6. And now the Syrian army, upon (86 coming on of the 
night, retired to their camp ; and when the herald belonging 
tothe camp gave notice that ἢ μα was dead, they returned 
home : And they took the dead body ot Ahab to Samaria, and 
buried it there ; but when they had wafhed his chariot in the 


9 Fhis zeading of Jofephus’s that Jehoshaphat put on not his own but Ahab’s 
robes, in i: to appear to be Ahab, whi'e Abab was without any robes at all, 
and hoped thereby to efcape his own evil fate, and difprove Micaiah’s prophecy a- 
gaint him, is cxceeding probable. It gives great light alfo to this whole biftorv; 
and shews, that aithough Ahav hoped Jehoshaphat would be miftaken for him, 
and ran the only rifk of being Main in the battle, yet was he entiseiy difappointed, 
while Qill the cfcape of the good man Jehwshaphat, and the flaughter of the bad 


moan Ahab, demonfirated the great diftinQlion that divine Providence made be- 
twixt them, 
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fountain of Jezreel, which was bloody with the dead body of 
the king, they acknowledged that the prophecy of Elijah was 
true, for the dogs licked his blood, and the harlots continued 
after wards to wath themfelves in that fountain; but ftill he 
died at Ramoth, as Micaiah had foretold. And as what things 
were * foretold fhould happen to Ahab by the two prophets, 
came to pals, we ought thence to have high notions ot God, 
andevery where to honour and worfhip him, and never to 
{uppofe that what is pleafant and agreeable, 1s worthy of be- 
lief before what is true, and to efteem nothing more advanta- 
eous than the gift οἵ prophecy, and that foreknowledge of 
uture events which is derived from it, fince God fhows men 
thereby what we ought to avoid. We may alfoguefs from what 
happened to this king, and have reafon to conlider the power 
of fate, that there is no way of avoiding it, even when we 
know it. It creeps upon human fouls, and flatters them with 
plealing hopes, till it leads them about to the place whence it 
will be too hard for them. Accordingly Ahab appears to have 
been deceived thereby, till he difbelieved thofe that foretold 
his deteat, but by giving credit to {uch as foretold what was 
rateful to him,.was flain; and his fon Ahaziah fucceeded 
im. 


* We have here a very wile refle€tion of Jofephus's about divine Providence, and 
what is derived from it, prophecy, and the inevitable certainty of its accomplishment ; 
and that when wicked men think they take proper methods to elude what is de- 
nounced againft them, and to efcape the divine judgments thereby threatened them, 
without repentance, they are ever by Providence infatuated to bring about their own 
deftruGion, and thereby withal to demonftrate the perfett veracity of that God 
whole preditions they in vain endeavoured to elude. 
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BOOK Ix. 
Containing the interval of 157 years. 


[From the Death of AHAB to the Captivity of the Ten Tribes.) 


CHAP. 1. 
Concerning Jerohaphat again ; how heconftituted Judges, and, 


y God's affifiance, overcame his enemies. 


41. W HEN Jeholhaphat the king was come to Jerufalem, 

Ὕ from the affiftance he had afforded Ahab, the king 
of Ifrael, when he tought with Benhadad, king of Syria, the 
prophet Jehu met him, and accufed him tor affifting Ahab, a 
man both impious and wicked; and faid tohim, That ““ God 
was difpleafed with him for fo doing, but that he delivered 
him from the enemy, notwithftanding he had finned, becaufe 
of his own proper difpofition, which was σοοά," Whereup- 
on the king betook himfelf to thankfgivings arid facrifices to 
God ; after which he prefently went over all that country 
which he ruled round about, and taught the people, as well 
the laws which God gave them by Mofes, and that religious 
worthip that was due tohim. He alfo conftituted judges in 
every one of the cities of his kingdom; and charged them 
‘to have regard to nothing fo much in judging the multitude 
as to do juftice, and not to be moved by bribes, nor by the dig- 
nity of men eminent for either their riches or their high birth, 
but to diftribute juftice equally to all, as knowing that God is 
con{cious of every fecret aétion ot theirs.” When he had 
’ himfelf inftru€ted them thus, and gone over every city of the 
two tribes, he returned to Jerufalem. He there alfo conftitu- 
ted judges out-* of the priefts and the Levites, and principal 
perfons of the multitude, and admonifhed them’ to pafs all 
their fentences with care and juftice. And that if any of the 
people of his country had differences of great confequence, 
they fhould fend them out of the other cities to thefe judges, 
who would be obliged to give righteous fentenceg concerning 
{uch caufes ; and this with the greater care, becaule it is prop- 
er that the fentences which are given in that city wherein the 
temple of God is, and wherein the king dwells, be given with 
great care, and the utmoft juftice. Now he fet overthem Am- | 


5 Thefe judzes, conftituted by Jehofhaphat, werea kind of Jerufalem fanhedrim, 
out of the pricfts, the Levites, and the principal of the people, both here and 2 
Chron, xix. -8. much like the Old Chriftian Judicature of the bithop, the pref- 
byters, the deacons, and the people. 


Vou. 1. G 3 
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ariah the prieft, and Zebadaiah, [both ] of the tribe of Judah < 
And after this manner it was that the king ordered thefe affairs. 

2. About the fametime the Moabites and Ammonites made 
an expedition againft Jehofhaphat, and took with them a great 
body of Arabians, and pitched their camp at Engedi, a city 
that is fituate at the lake Afphaltitis, and d:flant three hundred 
furlongs frum Jeruialem. In that place grows the beft kind 
ot parm trees, end the* opvbaifamum. Now Jehofhaphat 
heard that the enemies had pafled over the lake, and had made 
an irruption into that. country which belonged to his kingdom ; 
at which news he was affrighted, and called the people of Jer- 
ufalem toa congregation inthe temple, and ftanding over a- 
gainft the temple itfelf, he called upon God, “ To afford him 
power and ftrength, fo as to infliét punifhment on thofe that 
made this expedition ἂρ πῇ them, (torthat thofe who built this 
his temple had prayed, that he would prote@ that city, and take 
vengeance on thole that wcre fo bold as to come againft it), for 
they are come to take trom us that land which thou haf given 
us for a poffeffion.” When he had prayed thus, he fell into 
tears ; and the whole multitude, together with their wives and 
children, made their fupplications alfo: Upon which a cer- 
tain prophet, Jahaziel by name, came into the midft of the af- 
fembly, and cried out, and {pake both to the multitude and to 
the king, that God heard their prayers, and promifed to fight 
againft their enemies. He alfo gave order that the king fhould 
draw his forces out the next day, for that he fhould find them 
between Jerufalem, and‘the afcent of Engedi, at a place called 
the Eminence, and that he fhould not fight againft them, but 
Only ftand flill, and fee how God would fight againft them. 
When the prophet had faid this, both the king and the multi- 
tude tell upon their faces, and gave thanks to God, and wor- 
fhipped him; and the Levites continued finging hymnsto God 
with their inftruments of mufic. 

2. As foou as it was day, and the king was come into that 
wildernefs which 15 under the city of Tekoa, he faid to the 
mutttude, that ‘ they ought to give credit to what the proph- 
et had faid, and not to fet themfelves in array tor fighting, but 
to fet the priefts with their trumpets, and the Levites, with the 
fingers of hymns, to give thanks to God, ἃς having already 
delivered our country trom our enemies.” This opinion of 
the king pleafed [the people], and they did what he advifed 
them to do.” So God caufed a terror and a commotion to anfe 
among the Ammonites, who thought one another to be ene- 
mies, and flew one another, infomuch that not one man out of 
fo great an army efcaped ; and when Jehofhaphat looked upon 
that valley wherein their enemies had been encamped, and 
faw it full of dead men, he rejoiced at fo furprifing an event, aS 
was this afhiftance of God, while he himfelf by his own pow- 


* Concerning this precious balfam, see the note on Antig. B. VIL. ch vi. ᾷ 6. 











Chap. 11.] ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 435 


er, and without their labour, had given them the viétory. 
He alfo gave hisarmy leave to take the prey of the enemies 
camp, and to fpoil their dead bodies ; and indeed fo they did 
for three days together, till they were weary. fo great was the 
number of the flain; and on the fourth day, all the people 
were gathered together, unto acertain hollow place or valley, 
and bleffed God for his power and afliftance, from which the 
place had this name given it The valley of { Berachah, or | blef- 


ng 

4. And when the king had brought his army back to Jerufa- 
lem, he.betook himfelt to celebrate teftivals, and offer facrifi- 
ces, andthis for many days. And indeed, after this deftruc- 
tion οἱ their. enemies, and when it came to the ears of the 
foreign nations, they were all greatly affrighted, as fuppofing 
that God would openly fight tur him hereafter. So Jehofha- 
phat trom that time Jived in great glory and fplendour, on ac- 
count of his righteoufnefs and his piety towards God. He was 
alfo in friendthip with Ahab’s fon, who was king of Ifrael ; and 
he joined with him in the building of fhips that were to fai] to 
* Pontus, and the tratitc cities of Thrace ; but he tailed ot his 
gains, for the fhips were deftroyed by being fo great [and un- 
wieldy | ; on which account he wasno longer concerned about 
fhipping. And this is the hiftory of Jehoihaphat, the king of 
Jerufalem, 


CHAP. I. 


Concerning Ahaziah the king of Ifrael ; and agatn concerning 
the prophet Elijah. 


4 1. A ND "ον Ahaziah, the fon of Ahab, reigned over 

Ifrael, and made his abode in Samaria. He was a 
wicked man, and 1n al] refpeéts, like to both his parents, and 
to Jeroboam, who firft of all tranfgreffed, and began to deceive 
the people. On the fecond year of his reign, the king of 
Moab fell off from his obedience, and left off paying thofe 
tributes which he before payed to his father Ahab. Now it 
happened that Ahaziah, as he was coming down from the top 
of his houfe, fell down from it, andin his ficknefs fent to the 


* Whatare here Pontus and Thrace, as the places whither Jehoshaphat's fleet 
failed, are in our other copies Ophir and 7α με, and the place whence it failed is 
inthem Eziongeber, which lay on the Red sea, whence it was impofhble for any 
ships to fail to Pontus or Thrace ; fo that Jofephus’s copy differed from our other 
eopies. as is farther plain from his own words, which render what we read, that 
the fhips were broken at Lzrongeter {rom thetr unwieldy greatne/s. But fotar we 
May conclude, that Jotephus thought one Οὐ Air to be fomewhere in the Mediter- 
Yanean, and not in the South Sea, though perhaps there might be another Ophir in 
that South Sea alfo, and that fleets might then fail both from Phenicia, and from 
the Red Sea fetch the gold of Ophir. ᾿ 
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* Fly, which was the god of Ekron, for that was this god’s 
name, to enquire about his recovery : But the god of the He- 
brews appeared to Elijah the prophet, and commanded them 
to go and meet the mefliengers that were fent, and to afk them, 
“ Whether the people ot Ifrael had not a God of their own, 
thatthe king fent to a foreign god to inquire about his recov- 
ery ? and to bid them return and tel! the kmg that he would 
not efcape this difeafe.” And when Eliyah had perlormed 
what Ged had commanded him, and the meffengers had heard 
what he faid, they returned to the king immediately : And 
when the king wondered how they could return fo foon, and 
afked them the reafon of it, they faid, that a certain man met 
them, and torbad them to go on any farther, but to return and 
tell thee, from the command of the God of Ifrael, th® this dif- 
eafe will have a bad end.”” And when the king bid them def- 
cribe the man that faid this to them, they replied, “ that he 
was an hairy man, and was girt about with a gitdie of leather.” 
So the king underftood by this thatthe man who was defcrib- 
ed by the meffengers was Elijah ; whereupon he fent a captain 
to him, with fitty foldiers, and. commanded them to bring Eli- 
jah to him; and when the captain that was fent found Elijah fit- 
ting upon the top of an hill, he commanded him to come down, 
and to come to the king, tor fo. had he enjoined, but that in 
cafe hereiufed, they would carry him by force. Elijah faid 
to him, “ That you may have atrial whether I bea true pro- 

het, I will pray that + fire may sail from heaven, anddeftroy 

oth the foldiers and himlelt.” So he prayed, and a whirlwiad 
ot fire tell [trom heaven | and deftroyed the captain and thofe 
that were with him. And when the king was intormed of the 
deftruction of thefe men, he was very angry, and fent anoth- 


5. This cod of flics feems to have been fo called, as was the like god among the 
Greeks, from his tuppoted power over flies, in driving then away from the flesh of 
their tacrifices which otherwife would have been very trouole!ome to thera. 

+ Itis commonly eitcemed a very cruel ation of Etijah’s, when be calied for 
fire from heaven, and coniumed no fewer than two captiams and an hundred {fol- 
diers, and this for no other crime than obcying the orders of their king, in attempt. 
ing to 1e1ze him ; and it is owned by our Saviour, that it was an intlance of great- 
er feverity than the fpirit of the New Teftament allows, Luke ix. 54 But then 
we muft confid τι, that itis not unlikely that thefe captains and toidiers belived 
that they were fent ty fetch the prophet, that he might be put 10 cceth for foretel- 
Jing the death of the king, and this while they knew him to be the prophet of the 
true God, the fupreme king of I{rael (for they were ftill under the thencracy,) 
which was no leis than impiety, rebellion, and treafon, in the hizbeft degree : 
Nor would the command of a {ubaitern, or infessor captain, co..tradi@iing the 
commands of the g-neral, whea the captain and the foldiers both knew it to be fo, 
as, I fuppofe, juftity or excule iuch grofs rebe'lion and difobedience in foldiers ae 
this day. Accordingly when Saul commanded his guards to slay Alumelech, and 
the priefis a Nob, they knew itto bean unla+vful command, and would not α- 
bey it, 1 Sam. χχὶ!ὶ 17. From which cates both officers and foldiers may lear, 
that the commands of their leaders or kings cannot justify or excate then in doing 
what is wicked in the fight of God, or in figkting in an unjuft caule, whe they 
hnow 2t fo to be. 


~ 


- 


, 
Chap. 111. “ ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 431 


er captain with the like number of armed men that were fent 
efore. And when this captain alfo threatened the prophet, 


‘that unlefs he came down of his own accord, he would take 


him and carry him away ; upon his prayer againft him, the 
fire | from heaven] flew this captain as well as the other. And 
when upon enquiry, the king was informed of what happen- 
ed to him, he fent out a third captain. But when this captain 
who wasa wife man, and of a mild difpofition, came to the 
place where Elijah happened ta be, and fpake civilly to him ; 
and faid, That δ he knew that it was without his own confent, 
and only in fubmiffion tothe king’s command that he came ta 
him ; and that thofe that came betore did not come willingly, 
but on the fame account: He therctore defired him to have 
pity on thafe armed men that were with him; and that he . 
would come down and follow him to the king.” So Elijah 
accepted οἵ his difcreet words and courteous behaviour, and 
¢ame down.and followed him. And when he came to the king. 
he prophefied to him, and told him,’ that ‘‘ God faid, Since 
thou haft defpifed him as not being God, and fo unable to 
foretel the truth ahout thy diftemper, but has fent to the god 
of Ekran to enquire of him what will be the end of this thy 
diftemper, know this, that thou fhalt die.” | 

2. Accordingly the king in a very little time died, as Elijah 
had foretold ; but Jehoram his brother fucceeded him in the 
kingdom, for he died without children ; But for this Jehoram, 
he was like his father Ahab in wickednefs, and reigned twelve 
years, indulging himfelt in all forts of wickednefs and impie- 
ty towards God, for leaving off his worihip, he worithipped for- 
eign gods, but in other ref peéts he was an atlive man., Nowatthis 
time it was that Elijah difappeared from among men, and noone 
knows of his death to this very day ; but he left behind him 
his difciple Elifha, as we have: formerly declared And in- 
deed, as to Elijah, and as to Enoch, who was before the de- 
Juge, it is written'in the facred books that they difappeared, 
but fo that nobody knew that they died. | | 


΄ 


CHAP. Ul 


How foram and jpiholnaphat made an expedition againfi the 
Moabites : As alfo concerning the wonders of Elifha; and the 
' death of Fehofhaphat. 


δ 1. \ ,' 7 HEN Joram had taken upon him the kingdom, 
he determined to make an expedition againit the 
king of Moab, whofe name was Mojha ; for as we tol! you be- 


- fore, he was departed from his obedience to his brother { Aha- 


ziah|, while he payed to his father Ahab two hundred thou- 
fand fheep, with their fleeces of wool. When therefore he 
had gathered his own army together, he fent alfo to Jehofha- 
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hat, and entreated him, that fince he had from the beginning 
been a friend to his father, he would aflift Him in the war that 
he was entering into againft the Moabites, who had departed 
from their obedience ; who not only himfelf promifed to afi 
him, but would. alfo oblige the king of Edom, who was under 
his authority, to make the fame expeditiqn alfo. When Jo- 
ram had received thefe aiflurances of affiftance from Jehotha- 
phat, he took his army with him, and came to Jerufalem ; 
and when he had been fumptuoufly entertained by the-king of 
Jerufalem, it was refolved upon by them to take their march 
_ againft their enemics through the wildernels vf Edom: And 
“when they had taken a compafs of feven days journey, they 
were in diftre{s for want of water tor the cattle, and for the 
army, from the miftake of their roads by the guides that con- 
ducted them, infomuch that they were all in an agony, efpe- 
cially Joram ; and cried to God, by reafon of their forrow, 
and [defied to know | what wickednefs had’ been committed 
by them, that induced him to deliver three kings together, 
without fighting, unto the king οἱ Moab. But Jehothaphat 
who was a righteous man, encouraged him, and bid him fend 
to the camp and know whether any prophet of God was come 
along with them, that we might by him learn from God what 
we lhould do. And when one οἱ the fervants of Joram {aid 
that he had feen there Elifha, the fon of Shaphat, the difciple of 
Elijah, the three kings went to him, at the entreaty ot Jehoth- 
aphat ; and when they were come at the prophet’s tent, which 
tent was pitched out of the camp, they afked him, “ What 
would become of the army ?” and Joram was particularly ve- 
ry prefling with him about it. And when he replied to him, 

hat ‘‘ he fhould not trouble him, but go to his father’s and 
mother’s prophets, for they {2 be fure| were true prophets, 
he ftill defired him to prophecy, and to fave them. So he 
{wore by God, that he would not anfwer him, unlefs it were 
on account of Jehofhaphat, who was an hely and righteous 
man , and when, at his defire, they brought him aman that 
could play on the pfalter, the divine fpirit came upon him, as 
the mufic played, and he commanded them todig many trench- 
es in the valley ; for, faid he, ** Though there appear neither 
cloud, nor wind, nor ftorm of rain, ye fhall fee this river-full 
of water, tll the army andthe cattle be faved for you by drink- 
ing of it: Nor will this be al! the favour that you thull receive 
from God, but you fhall alfo overcome your enemies, and 
take the belt and ftrongeft cities of tie Moabites, and you fhall 
* cutdown their {γι trees, and lay wafte their country, and 
ftop up their fountains and rivers.” 


* This pragtice of cutting down, or plucking up by the roots the fruit trees, was 
fort.idden, even in ordinary wars. by the Jaw of Mules, Dent. xx. 19, 20. and 
only allowed by God in this particular cafe, when the Moabites were to be pune 
ished and cut off in an extraordinary manner for their wickednels, See Jer. x) vii. 
42, 12, 13 and many tie like prophecics again them. Nothing could theres 
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2. When the prophet had faid this, the next day, before the 
fun rifing, a great torrent ran ftrongly : For God had cauled 
it to rain very plentifully at the diftance ot three days journey 
into Edom, fo that the army and the cattle {ound water to drink 
in abundance. But when the Moabites heard that the thiee 
kings were coming upon, them, and made their approach 

‘through the wildernefs, the king οἱ Moab gathered his army 
together prefently ; and commanded them to pitch their camp 
upon the mountains, that when the enemies {hould attempt to 
enter their country, they might not be concealed from them. 
But when at the rifing of the {un they faw the water in the 
torrent, for it was not far from the land of Moab, and that it 
was of the colour ot blood, for at fuch atime the water efpe- 
cially looks red, by the fhining of the fun upon it, they form- 
. eda falfe notion of the ftate of their enemies, as if they had 
flain one another for thirft ; and that the river ran with their 
blood. However, fuppofing that this was the cafe, they de 
fired their king would fend them out to fporl their enemies ; 
whereupon they all wentin hafte, as to an advantage already 
ained, and came to the enemies camp, as fuppofing them de- 
Rroyed already. But their hope deceived them, for as their 
enemies ftood round about them fome of them were cut to 
pieces, and others of them were difperfed, and fled to their own 
country. And whenthe kings fell into the land of Moab, 
they overthrew the cities that were in it, and fpoiled their 
fields, and marred them, filling them with flones out of the 
brooks, and cut down the beift of their trees, and ftopped up 
their fountain of water, and overthrew their wallsto their foun- 
dations. But the king of Moab, when he was purfued, en 
dured a fiege, and feeing his city in danger of being over- 
thrown by toree, madea fally, and, went out with feven hun- 
dred men, in order to break through the enemies camp with 
his horfemen, on that fide where the watch feemed to be kept 
moft negligently ; and when, upon trial he could not get a- 
way, for he light upon a place that was carefully watched, he 
returned into the city, and did a thing that {hewed defpair, and 
the utmoft diftrefs ; tor he took his eldeft fon, who was to reign 
after him, and lifting him up upop the wall, that he might be 
vifible to all the enemies, he offered him asa whole burnt offer- 
ing to God, whom, when the kings faw, they commiferated the 
diftrefs that was the occafion of it, and were fo affefted, in way 
ot humanity and pity, that they raifed the ficge,and every one. 
returned to his own houfe. ἃς Jehofhaphat came to Jerufa- 
lem, and comtinued in peace there, and out-lived this expedi- 
tion but alittle tine, and then died, having lived in all fixty 
years, and of them reigned twenty-five. He was buried ina 


fure juflify this pra@ice buta particular commiffion from God by his prophet, 


as in the pretent cate, which was ever a tufficieat warrant for breaking avy {uch rit 
uai or Ceremonial law whatioever. 
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magnificent manner in Jerufalem, for he had imitated the ac- 
tions of David. 


CHAP. Iv. 
Fehoran fucceeds Fchofhaphat: How Foram, his namefake, 


kins of Ifrael, fought with the Syrians; and what wonders 
were done by the prophet Elifha. 


4.1. TEHOSHAPHAT had a good number of children ; 
but he appointed his eldeft fon Jehoram, to be his fuc- 
ceffor, who had the fame name with his mother’s brother, that 
was king of Ifrael, and the fon of Ahab. Now when the kin 
of Ifrael was come out of the land of Moab to Samaria, he ha 
with him Elifhathe prophet, whofe aéts I have a mind to go o- 
ver particularly, for they were illuftrious, and worthy to be 
related, as we fave them fet down in the facred books. - 

2. For they fay. that the * widow of Obadiah, Ahab’s fleward, 
came to him, and faid, That ‘* he was not ignorant how her 
hufband had preferved the prophets that were to be flain by 
Jezebel, the wite of Ahab; tor fhe faid that he hid an hun- 

red of them, and had borrowed money for their maintenance, 
and that after her hufband’s death, fhe and her children were 
carried away to be made flaves by the creditors ; and fhe de- 
fired of him to have mercy upon her on account of what her 
hufband did, and afford her fome affiftance.” And when he 
afked &er what fhe had in the houfe, the faid nothing but a 
very {mal} quantity of oilina cruife. So the prophet bid her 
go away, and borrow a great many empty veffels of her 
neighbours, and when fhe Bad fhut her chamber door, to pour 
the oil into them all; for God would fill them full, And when . 
the woman had done what {he was commanded to do, and bad 
her children bring every one of the veffels, and all were filled, 
and not one left empty, fhe came to the prophet, and told him 
that they were all full: Upon which he advifed ber to go away, 
and fell the oil, and pay the creditors what was owing to them, 
for that there would be fome furplus of the price of the oil, 
which fhe might make ufe ot forthe maintenance of her chil- 
dren. And thus did Elifha difcharge the woman’s debts, and 
free her trom the vexation of her creditors. 


* That this woman who cried to Elisha, and who in our Bible is filed the wife 
nf one of the fons of the prophets, @ Kings iv 1. was no other than the widow of 
Obadiah, the gond Reward of Ahab, is confirmed by the Chaldee paraphraft, and 
by the Ravbins and others. Nor is that unlikely which folephus here adds, that 
thefe debts were contrafted by her husband for the Jupport of thofe hundred of the 
Lord's prothets, whom he maintained by fifty ina cave, in the days of Ahaband Je- 
zetel, 1 Kings xviii. 4. which circumiftance rendered it highly fit that the pro- 

het Elifha should provide her a remedy, and enable her to redeem herfelf and 

r fons from the fear of that slavery which infolvent debtors were liable to by the 
law of Mofes, Levit. xxv. 39. Mat. xviii, 25. which he did accordingly, with God's 
help, at the expence of a miracle, 


»» 
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3. * Elifha alfo fent an hafty meffage to Joram, and exhor- 
ted him to take care of that place, tor that therein were {ome Sy - 
rians lying inambufh to killhim. So the king did as the pro- 
phet exhorted him, and avoided his going a hunting. And 
when Benhadad miffed of the iuccefs of his lying in ambuhh, 
he was wroth with his own fervants, as if they had betrayed 
his anbufhment to Joram, and he fent for them, andefaid they 
were the betrayers ot. his fecret counfels ; and he threatened 
that he would put them to death, fince fuch their pra€tice’ was 
evident, becaule he had entrufted this fecret to none but: them, 
and yet it was made known to lis enemy. And when one 
that was prefent laid, that ** he fhould not miftake himfelf, nor 
fufpeét that they had difcovered to his enemy his fending 
. mento kill him, but that he ought to know that it was Elifha 

the prophet who difcovered all to him, and laid open all his 
counfels.”” So he gave order that they fhould fend fome to 
learn in what city Flitha dwelt. Accordingly thofe that were - 
fent brought word, that he was in Dothan: Wheretore Ben- 
hadad fent to that city a great army, with horfes and chagiots 
to take Elifha ; fo they encompalled the city round about by 
night, and kept him therein confined : But when the proph- 
. et’s fervant in the morning perceived this, and that his ene- 
mies fought to take Elifha, he came running, and crying out 
after a difordered manner to him, and told him of it ; but he © 
encouraged him, and bid him not be atraid and to defpife the 
enemy, and truftin the affiftance of God, and was himfelf 
without fear ; and he befought God to make manifeft to his 
fervant his power and prefence, fo far as was poffible, in or- 
der tothe in{piring him with hope and courage. Accord- 


* Dr Hudfon, with verv good reafon, fulpetts, that thete is no {mall defe& in 
eur prefent copics of Josephus, juft before the beginning ofthis. fe&tion, and that 
chiefly, as to that diftin@ acgount which he had given us reafon to expe& in the 
firft fe&ion, and to which he’ feems to refer, chap. viii. ὃ 6. concerning the glo- 
rious miracles which Elifha wrought, which indeed in our Bibles are nota few, 
2 Kings iv.—ix, but of which we have feveral omitted in jotephus's prefent cop- 
ies. One of thofe hiftories, omitted at prefent, was evidently in his Bible, I mean 
that of the curing of Naaman’s leprofy, 2 Kings v. for he plainly alludes to it, 
B. 111. ch. xi. § 4. where he obferves, that “‘there were lepers in many nations 
who yet have been in honour, and vot only free from reproach and avoidance, but 
who have been great captains of armies, and been intrufted with high offices in the 
commonwealth, and have had the privilege of entering into holy places and tem- 
ples.” But what mekes me moft to regret the want of that hiftory in our prefent 
copies of Jofephus. is this, that we have here, as it is commonly uncerflood, one 
of the greateft difficulties in all the Bible, that in 2 Kings v. 18, 19, where Naaman 
after he had been miraculoufly cured by a prophet of the true God, and had there. 
upon promifed, ver. 17. that “he would henceforth offer neither burt. offerin 
nor facrifice unto other gods, but unto the Lord, ‘adds, In this thing the tort 
pardon thy fervant, that when my mafter goeth out into the boufe of Rimmon to’ 
worthip there, and he leaneth on my hands and J bow myfelf in the houfe ἐξ 
Rimaion, when I bow down myfelf in the houfe of Rimmon, the Lord pardon 
thy fervant in this thing. And Elisha faid, Goin peace." This looks like a 
prophet’s permiflion for being partaker in idolatry itfelf, out of compliance @ith 
an idnlatrous court, . 


νοι. I, H 3 ° 
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ingly God heard the prayer of the prophet, and made the fer- 
vant feea multitude of chariots and horfes encompaffing Eli- 
fha, till he laid afide his fear, and his courage revived, at the 
fight of what he fuppofed.was come to their affiflance. After 
this Elifha did farther entreat God, that he would dim the 
eyes of their enemies, and caft a ταὶ ἢ before them, whereby 
they mizht not difcern him. When this was done, he went 
into the midft of his enemies, and afked them who it was 
that they came to feek; and when they replied, the prophet 
Elifha, he promifed he would deliver him to them, if they 
would follow him to the city where he was. So thefe men 
were fo darkened by God in their fight and in their mind, 
that they followed him very diligently ; and when Elifha had 
bronght them to Samaria, he ordered Joram the king to fhut 
the gates, and to place his own army round about them ; and 
prayed to God to clear the eyes of thefe their enemies, and 
take the mft from betore them. Accordingly when they 
were freed trom the obfcurity they had been in, they faw them- 
felves in the midft of their enemies ; and as the Syrians were 
ftrangely amazed and diftreffed, as was but reafonable, at an 
aétion fo divine and furprifing ; and as king Joram afked the 
rophet, if he would give him leave to fhoot at them; Elifha 
‘orbad him foto do ; and faid, that ‘* it is juft to kilfthofe that 
are taken in battle, but that thefe men had done the country 
no harm, but without knowing it were ‘come thither by the 
divine power.” So that his counfel was to treat them in an 
hofpitable manner at his table, and then fend them away withe 
out hurting them *. Wherefore Jotam obeyed the prophet ; 
and when he had fteafted the Syrians in a fplendid and mag- 
nificent manner, he let them go to Benhadaa their king. 
Now when thefe men were come back, and had fhewed 
Benhadad how ftrange an accident had befallen them, and 
_ what an appearance and power they had experienced of the 
God of Hrael, he wondered at it, as alfo at that prophet with 
whom God was fo evidently prefent : So he determined ta 
make no more fecret attempts upon the king of Hfrael, out of 
fear of Elifha, but refolved to make open war with them, as 
fuppofing he could be too hard for his enemies by the mul- 
titude otf his army and power. So he made an expedition 
with a great army, againft Joram, who not thinking himfelf a 
match tor him, fhut himfelf up in Samaria, and depended on 
the ftrength of its walls; but Benhadad fuppofed he fhould 
take the city, 1f not by his engines of war, yet that he fhould 
overcome the Samaritans by famine, and the wantof necef- 


5. Upon eccafion of this ftratagem of Elisha’s in Jofephus, we mey take notice, 
that although Jolephus wag one of the greateft lovers of truth in the world, yet in 
ἃ juft war he seems to have had no manner of fcruple upon hit by all {uch ftrata- 
gems posfible to deceive public enemies, See this Jofephus’s account of Jeremiah’s 
ith pofition on the zreat men ‘of the Jews in fomewhat a like cafe, Aatiq. B. X. cb. 
wi fec 6. and a Sam. xvi. 16, ἄς, 
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faries, and brought his army upon them, and hefieged the ci- 
ty : Andthe plenty of neceflaries was brought fo low with 

oram, that trom the extremity of want am afs’s head was fold 
in Samaria for fourfcore pieces of filver, and the Hebrews 
bought a fextary οἱ dove’s dung, tnitead of {alt, for five pie- 
ces οἱ νεῖ. Now Joram was in tear left fomebody thould 
betray the city to the enemy, by reafon of the famine, and 
went every day round the walle and the guards, to fee whether 
any fuch were concealed among them ; and by being thus feen, 
and taking fuch care, he deprived them of the opportunity of 
contriving any fuch thing, andif they hada mind to doit, he, 
by this means, prevented them, but upon a certain woman’s 
crying out, ‘‘ Have pity on me, my lord,” while he thought 
that fhe was about to afk for fomewhat to eat, he imprecated 
God’s curfe upon her, and faid, ‘‘ he had neither threfhing 
floor, nor wine-prefs, whence he might give her any thing at 
her petition,” ' Upon which the faid,‘* She did not defire his. 
aid in any fuch thing, nor trouble him about faod, but defired 
that he would do her juflice'as to another woman.” And 
when he bad her fay on, and let him know what fhe defired, 
fhe faid,‘** She had made an agreement witli the other woman, 
who was her neighbour and her friend, that becaufe the tam- 
ine and want was intolerable, they fhould kil} their children, 
each of them having a fon of their own, and we will live up- 
on them ourfelves for two days, the one day upon one fon, 
and the other day upon the other: And, faid fhe, I have kill- 
ed my fon the firft day,and we lived upon my fon yefterday ,but 
this other woman will not do the fame thing, but hath broken 
her agreement, and hath hid her fon.” This ftory mightily 
grieved Joram when he heard it ; fo he rent his garment, and 
cried out with a loud voice, and conceived great wrath againtt. 
Elifha the prophet, and fet himfelf eagerly to have him flain, 
becaufe he did not pray to God to provide them fome exit and 
way of efcape out of the miferies with which they were fur- 
rounded, and fent.one away immediately to cut off his head, 
who made hafte to kill. the prophet ; but Elifha was not unac- 
' quainted with the wrath of the king againft him ; for as he fat 
in his houfe by himfelt, with none but his difciples about him, 
he told them, that Joram * who was the fan of a murderer, 
had fent one to take away his head ; but, faid he, ‘* when he 
that 15 commanded to do this comes, take care that you do not 
let him come in, but prefsthe door againft him, and hold hin 
faft there, forthe king himfelf will tollow him, and come to 
me, having altered his mind.” Accordingly they did as they 


© This fonofa murderer was Joram, the fan of Ahab, which Ahab flew, or 
permitted his wife Jezebel to slay the Lora’s prophets, and Naboth, 1 Kings xviti. 

. Xi. 1g and he is bere called by this name, I fuppofe, beeanfe he had now alfo 
himfelf feat an officer to murder him; yet is Jolephus’s account of Joram’s coming 
himlelf at laft, as repenting of his intended cruelty, much more probable than thay 
in our copies, a Kingsvi. 33 which rather implies the contrary. 
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were bidden, when he that was fent by the king to kill Elifha 
came ; but Joram repented of his wrath again the prcphet, 
and for fear he that was commanded to kill him fhould have 
done it before he came, he made hafte to hinder his flaughter, 
and to fave the prophet: And when he came to him he accuf- 
ed him that he did not pray to God for their deliverance from 
the miferies they now lay under but faw them fo fadly deftroy- 
ed bythem. Hereupon Elifha promifed, that the very next 
day, at the very fame hour in which the king came to him, 
they fhould have great plenty of food, and that two feahs ot 
barley fhould be {fold in the market for a fhekel and a feah of 
fine fluur fhould be fold for a fhekel. This predi€tion made 
Joram, and thofe that were prefent very joyful, for they did 
yot fcruple believing what the prophet faid, on account of the 
experience they had of the truth of his tormer predi¢tions ; and 
the expet:ation of plenty made the wanttbey were mthat day, 
with the uneaiine.sthat accompanied it, appear a light thing ta 
them: But the captain of the third band, who was afriend of 
the king’s, and on whofe hand the king leaned, faid. “ Thou 
talkeft of incredible things, O prophet ! for as itis impoffible 
for God to ;®ur down torrents of barley, or fine flour, out of 
heaven, fois it impofible that what thou fayeft fhould come 
to pafs.”” To which the prophet made thisreply, * Thou fhale 
fee thefc thin. s come to pafs, but thou fhalt not be in the leaf 
a partaker of them.” 

5. Now what Elifha had thus foretold, came to pafs in the 
manner following : There was ἃ * law at Samaria, that thofe 
that had the leprofy , and whofe bodies wére not cleanfed from 
at, fhould abide without the city ; and there were tour men 
that on this account abode betore the gates, while nobody gave 
them any tood, by reafon of the extremity of the famine: And 
as they wefe prohibited from entering into the city by the law, 

-and they contidered that if they were permitted to enter, they 
ihould miferably perifh by the famine, as alfo, that 1f they 
flayed where they were, they fhould fuffer in the fame man- 
ner, they refolved to deliver themfelveg up to the exemy, that 
tn cafe they thould fpare them, they fhould live, but if they 
fhould be killed, that would Ὁ an eafy death. So when they 
had confirmed this their refolution, they came by night to the 
encmics camp. Now God had begun to affright and difturb 
the Syrians, and to bring the noife οἵ chariots and armour ta 
their ears, as though an army were coning upon them, and 
had made them fuipeét that τὲ was coming nearer and nearer to 
them. In fhort, they were in fuch a dread of this army, that 
they left their tents, and ran together to Benhadad, and faid, 
That “ Joram the king of Ifrael had hired for auxiliaries, both 
the king of Egypt and the king of the ifjands, and led them a- 


Ὁ This law of the Jews, forthe excluSon of lepers out of the camp in the wil- 
derneis and out οὗ cites in Judea, is a known one, δ ον. xiii. 46. and Num ν, 
8- 4. . 
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gainft them, for they heard the noife of them as they were 
coming.” And Benhadad believed what they faid (tor there 
came the fame noile to hi ears as well.as it did to theirs), fo 
they tell intoa mighty diforder and tumult, and left their hor- 
fes and beaftsin their camp, with immenfe riches alfo, and 
betook themfelves to flight: And thofe lepers who had depart- 
ed from Samaria, and were gone to the camp of the Syrians, 
of whom we made mention a little betare, when tHey. were in 
the camp, faw nothing but great quietnefs and filence, accord. 
ingly they entered into it, and went haftily into one of their 
tents, and when they faw nobody there, they eat and drank, 
and carried garments, anda great quantity of gold, and hid it 
out of the camp ; after which they went nto another tent, and 
carried off what wasin it, as they did at the former, and this 
did they four feveral times, without the leaft interruption from 
any bady ; So they gathered thereby that the enemies were 
departed ; whereupon they reproached themfelves that they 
did not iniorm, Joram, and the citizens of it. So they came 
to the walls of Samaria, and called aloud to the watchmen, and 
told them in what ftate the enemies were, as did thefe tell the 
king's guards, by whofe means Joram came to know of it; 
wh. then fent for his friends, and the captains of his hoft, and: 
faid to them, That ‘‘he fufpeéted that this departure’ of the 
king ot Syria was by way of ambufh and treachery, and that 
out of defpair of ruining you by famine, when you imagine 
them to be fled away, you may come out of the city to {poll 
their camp, and he may then fall upon you on a fudden, and 
may both kill you, and take the city without fighting ; whence 
itis that 1 exhort you to guard the city carefully, and by no 
means to go out of it, or proudly to defptie your enemies, as 
though they were really gone away.” And when a certain 
perion faid, That “πὸ did very well and wifely to admit fuch 
a fufpician, byt that he ftill advifed him to fend a couple of 
horfemen to fearch all the country, as tar as Jordan, that if 
they were feized by an ambuth of the enemy, they might be 
a'fecurity to your army, that they may not go out as it they- 
fufpetted nothing, nor undergo the like misfortune; and, 
(Fad he), thofe horfemen may be numbered among thofe that 
ave died by the famine, fuppofing they be caught and, de- 
ftroyed by the enemy.” So the king was pleafed with this 
opinion, and {ent uch as might fearch out the truth, who per- "Ὁ 
formed their journey over a road that was without any ene- 
mies, but found it full ot provifions, and of weapons, that 
they had therefore thrown away, and left behind them, in or- 
der, to their being light and expeditious in their flight. When 
the king heard this, he fent out the multitude to take the {poils 
οἱ the camp ; which gains of theirs was not of things of {mall 
value, but they took a great quantity of gold and a great quanti-’ 
ty of filver, and flocks of all kinds of cattle. They alfo poffefled 
themfelves ot [fo many] ten thoufand meafures of wheat and 
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barley, as they never in the leaft dreamed of ; and were notonly 
freed trom their former miferies, hut had fuch plenty, that two 
feahs ot barley were bought for a fhekel, and a feah of fine floor 
for a fhekel, according to the prophecy of Elifha. Now afeahi« 
equal to an ltalian modius and an half. The captain of the 
third band was the only man that received no benefit by this 
plenty ; for as he was appointed by the king to overfee the | 
_ gate, that he might prevent the too great crowd of the multi- 
tude, and they might not endanger one another to perth, by 
treading on one another in the prefs he fuffered bimfelf in that 
very way, and died in that very manner, as Elifha had fore- 

Id fuch bis death. when he alone of them all difbeheved 

- what he faid concerning that plenty of provifions which they 
fhould foon have. . 

6. Hereupon, when Benhadad, the king of Syria, had ef- 
capedto Damafcus, and underftood that it was God himfelt 
that caft all his army into this fear and diforder, and that it did 
not arife from the invafion of enemies, he was mightily caft 
down at his having God {fo greatly for his enemy, and fell inte 
adiflemper. Now it happened that Elitha the prophet, at that 
time, was gone out of his own country to Damafcus, of which 
Benhadad was informed, he fent Hazael, the moft faithtul of 
all his fervants, to meet him, and to carry him prelents, and 
bad him enquire of him about his diftemper, and whether he 
fhould efcape the danger that it threatened. So, Hazael came 
to Ejifha with forty camels, that carried the beft and moft pre- 
cious fruits that the country οἱ Damafcus afforded, as well as 
thofe which the king’s palace fupplied. He faluted him kind- 
- ly, and (διά, That * he was fent to him by king Benhadad, 

and brought prefents with him, in order to enquire concern- 
ing his diftemper, whether he fhould recover from it or ποῖ ?” 
hereupon the prophet bid him tell the king no melancholy 
news, but ftill he faid he would die, So the king’s fervant 
was troubled to hear it; and Elifha wept alfo, and his tears ran 
down plenteouily at his forefight of what miferies his people 
would undergo after the death of Benhadad. And when Ha- 
zael afked him, what was the occafion of this confufion he 
was in? he faid, That “" he wept out of his commiferation 
for the multitude of the Ifraelites, and what terrible miferies 
they will fuffer by thee; for thou wilt flay the flrongeft of 
them, and wiil burn their ftrongeft cities, and will deftroy their 
children, and dath them againtt the fiones, and will rip up their 
women with child.” And when Hazael faid, “ How can it 
be that 1 thould have power enough to do fuch things ?” the 
prophet replied, “ That God had intormed him that he fhéuld 
king ot Syria.” So when Hazael was come to Benhadad, 
he told him good news concerning his diftemper; * but on 


* Since Elijah did not live to anoint Hazael king of Syria himielf, ashe was 
empowered to do, 2 Kings xix. 15. it was moft probably now done, in his name, 
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the next day he fpread a wet cloth, in the nature of a net, o- 
ver him, and itrangled him, andtook his dominion. He was 
an aGtive man, and had the good will of the Syrians, and of 
the people of Damafcus, to a great degree ; by whom both 
Benhadad himfelf, and Hazael, who ruled after him, are 
honoured to this day as gads, by reafon of their benefations, 
and their building them temples, by which they adorned the 
ity of the Damafcens. They alfo every day do with great 
pomp pay their worthip * tothele kings, and value themfelves 
upon their antiquity ; nor do they know that thefe kings are 


much later than they imagine, and that they are not yet elev-. 


en hundred yéars old. Now when Joram, the king of Ifrael, 
heard that Benhadad was dead, he recovered out of the terror 
and dread he had been in on his account, and was very glad 
to live in peace. : 


CHAP. V. 


Concerning the wichednefs of Fehoram king of Ferufalem. His 
ad Fes death, 642 


4 1. No” Jehoram,the king of Jerufalem,for we have {aid 
before that he had the fame name with the king of 

Ifrael, as foon as he had taken the government upon him, be- 
took himfelt to the flaughter of hie brethren, and his father’s 
friends, who were governors under him. and theace made a 
beginriing,-and a demonftration of his wickednefé ; nor was 
᾿ be at all better than thofe kings of Ifrae] who at firftt tranfgreff- 
ed againit the laws of their country, and of the Hebrews, and 
againft God’s worfhip : And it was Athaliah,. the daughter of 
‘Ahab, whom he had married, who taught him te be a bad 
man in other refpefts. and alfo to worfhip foreign gods. Now 
God would not quite root out this family, becaufe of the prom- 


by his fervant and fucceffor Elitha. Nor does it feem to me otherwife, but that 


Benhadad immediately recovered of his difeafe, as the prophet forctold : and that. 


Hazel, upon his being anointed to fucceed him, though he ought to have ftaid 

till he died by the courfe of nature, or fome other way of divine punifhinent, as 

did David for many years in the like cafe, was too impatient, and the very next 
* day fmothered or ftrangled him, in order to come dire@ly to the fuccession. 

* What Mr. Le Clerke pretends here, that it is more probable that Hazael and 
his fon were worshipped by the Syrians, and people of Damafcus, till the days of 
Jofephus, then Benhadad and Hazael, becaufe under Benhadad they had greatly 

uffered, and becaufe it 1s almoft incredible, that both a kinz, and that king’s mur- 
derer,should be worshipped by the fame Syrians, is of little force againft thofe 


records, out of which Jofephus drew this hiftory, -efpectally when it is likely that — 


they thought Benhadad died of the diftemper-he laboured under, and not by Haza- 
el’s treachery. Befides, the reafon that Jofephus gives for this adoration, that thefe 
two kings had been great benefaftors to the inhabitants of Damafcus, and had built 
them temples, is too remote from the political fufpicions of Le Clerke ; nor 
ought fuch weak fufpicions to be deemed of any furce againft authentic teftimonies 
ef antiquity. 
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ife he had made to David. However, Jehoram did not leave 
-off the introduftion of new forts of cuftoms to the prop2gation 
of impiety, and to the ruin of the’cuftoms of his own country. 
And when the Edomites about that time had revolted from 
him, and flain their former king, who was in fubie*tion to 
his father, and had fet up one of their own choofing, Jehoram 
fell upon the land of Edom, with the horfemen that were 2- 
bout him, andthe chariots, by night, and deftroyed thofe that 
lay near to his own kingdom, but did not proceed farther. 
However, this expedition did him no fervice. for tney all re- 
volted from him, with thofe that dwelt in the country of Lib- 
nah: He was indeed fo mad, as to compel the people to go 
up to the high places of the mountains, and worthip foreign 
gods. - 

2. As he was doing this, and had entirely caft hts own coun- 
try laws out of his mind, there was brought him an epiftle * 
from Elijah the prophet, which declared 

execute great judgments upon him, becaufe he had not :mz1- 
tated his own fathers, but had followed the wicked courfes of 
the kings of Hrael ; and had compelled the tribe of [udzh, 
and the citizens of Jerufalem, to leave the holy worlhip of 
their own God, and to worfhip idols, as Ahab had compelled 
the Ifraelites to do, and becaufe he had flain his brethren, and 
_ the.men that were good and righteous, And the prophet gave 
him notice in this epiftle, what punifhment he fhould unde 

for thefe crimes, namely, the deftruétton of his people, with 
the corruption of the king’s own wives and children ; and that 
he fhould himfelf die pf adiftemper in his bowels, with long 
torments, thofe his bowels falling out by the violence of the 
inward rottennefs of the parts, infomuch, that though he fee 
his own mifery, he thall not be able at allto help himielf, but 
᾿ fhall die in that manner.” This it was that Elijah denounced 
to him in that epifile. 

2. It was not long after this that an army of thofe Arabians 
that lrved near to Ethiopia, and of the Philiftines, fell upon 
the kingdom of Jehoram, amd f{poiled the country and the 
king’s houfe. Moreover they flew his fons and his wives ; 
one only of his fons was left him, who efcaped the enemy ; 
his name was Ahaziah : Alter which calamity he himfelf felt. 
intu that difeafe which was foretold by the prophet, and lafted 
᾿ agreat while (for God inflifted this punifhment upon him in 
his belly, out of his wrath againft him), and fc he died mife- 
rably, and {aw his own bowels fall out. The people alfo 
abufed his dead body : I fuppofe it was becaufe they thought 


__® This epiftle, in fome copies of Jofephus, is sid to come to Joram fram Eki 
jah, with this addition, for he was yet uton earth, which could not be true of Eli- 
jah, who, as all agree, was gone from th: earth aboot four years before, and could 
Only be true of Elisha : nor perhaps is ther: any more myftery here, than that the 
name of Elijah has very anciently crept into the fext inftead of Eisha, by the copiers, 
there being nothing in any copy of that epiftle gtculiar-to Elijah. 


ὦ» 


that “ God would 
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that fuch his death came upon him by the wrath of God, and 
that therefore he was not worthy to partake of fucha funeral 
as became kings. Accordingly they neither buried him in 
the fepulchres of his fathers, nor vouchfafed him any honours 
but buried him like a private man, ‘and this when he had liv- 
ed forty years. and reignedeight. And the people of Jerufa- 


lem delivered the government to his fon Ahaziah. 


CH AP. VI. 


How Fehu was anointed king ; and flew both Foram and Aha- 
ziak ; as alfo what he did for the punifhment of the wicked. 


- δ αὶ ΝΟ Joram the king of Ifrael, after the death of 

Benhadad, hoped that he might now take Ramoth, 
acity of Gilead from the Syriars. Accordingly he made am 
expedition againft it, witha great army ; but as he was befieg- 
ing it, an arrow was (πος, at him by one of the Syrians but 
the wound was not mortal : So he returned to have his wound 
healed in Jezreel, but lett his whole armv ins Ramoth, and Je- 
hu the fon of Nimfhi for their general ; for he had already ta- 
ken the city by force; and he propofed, after he was healed, 
to make war with the Syrians: But Elifha the prophet fent 
one of his difciples to Ramoth, and gave him holy oil to a- 
noint Jehu, and to tell him, that God had chofen him to be 
their king. He alfo fent him to fay other things to him, and 
bid him to take his journey asif he fled, that when he came a- 
way he might efcape the knowledge of all men. So when he 
᾿ς was come to the city, he found Jehu fitting in the midft of the 

captains of the army, as Elifha had foretold he fhould find 
him. So he came up to him, and faid, tha. he defired to 
{peak with him about certain matters ; and when he was arifen, 
and had followed him into.an inward chamber, the young . 
man took the oil, and poured it on his head, and faid, that 
“ God ordained himto be king, in order to his deftroying the 
houfe of Ahab, and that he might revenge the blood of the 

rophets, that were unjultly flam by Jezebel, that fo their 
boule might utterly perifh. as thofe of Jeroboam the fon of 
Nebat, and Baatha, had perifhed for their wickednefs, and no 
feed might remain of Ahab’s family.” So when he had faid 
this, fe went away haftily out of the chamber, and endeav- 
oured not to be feen by any of the army. . 

a But Jehu came out, agd went to the.place where he be- 
fore fat with the captains ; and when they afked him, and de. — 
fired him to tell them, wherefore it was that this young man 
came to him ? and added withal that-he was.mad: He replied, 
you guefs right, tor the wordshe fpake were the words of a 
madman : And when they were eager about the matter, and 
defired he would tell them, he an{wered, tliat God had faid, . 

Vou. I. I 3 : 


45 ANTIQUITIES OF THE Jews. [Book LX. 


‘¢ hehad chofen him to be king over the multitude.” When he 
had faid this, every one of them * put off his garment, and 
firewed it under him, and blew with trumpets and gaveno- 
tice, that Jehu was king. So when he had gotten the army 
‘together, he was preparing to fet out immediately againft Jo- 
ram. at the city Jezreel, in which city, as we faid before, he 
was healing of the wound which he had received inthe fiege 
of Ramoth. It happened alfo that Ahaziah, king of ferala- 
lem, was now come to Joram. for he was his filter's fon, as 
we have {aid already, to fee how he did after his wound, and this 
upon account of their kindred : But as Jehu was defirous to 
fall upon Joram and thofe with him on the fadden, he defired 
that none of the foldiers might run away, and tefl to Joram 
what had happened, for that this would be an evident demon- 
firation of their kindnefs to him, and would thew that their re- 
al inclinations Were to make him king. 

4. So they were pleafed with what he did, and guarded the 
roads, teft fomebody fhould privately tell the thing to thofe 
_ that were at Jezreel. Now Jebu took his choice horfemen, 
and fat upon his chariot, and went on for Jezreel, and when 
he was come near, the watchmen whom Joram had fet there 
to {py out fuch as came to the city, faw Jehu marching on, 
and told Joram that he faw a troop of horfemen marching on. 
Upon which he tmmediately gave orders, that one of his horfe- 
men {hould be fent out to meet them, and to know who it was 
that was coming. So when the horfemen came up to Jehu, 
he afked him, in what condition the army was? forthatthe king 
wanted to know it; but Jehu bid him not at all to meddle with 

fuch matters, but te follow him. When the watchmen faw 
this, he told Joram that the borfeman had mingled himfelf a 
mong the company, and came along .withthem. And when 
the king had fent a fecond meffenger, Jehu commanded him 
to do as the former did; and as foon as the watchmen told this 
alfo to Joram heat laf got upon his chariot himfelf, together 
with Ahaziah, the king of Jerufalem, for, as we faid before, 
-he was there to fee how Joram did, after he had been wounded, 
as being kis relation. So he went out to meet Jehu, who 
marched t flowly, and in good order; and when Joram met 
‘him in the field of Naboth, he afked him, if all things were 
well in the camp ? but Jehu reproached him bitterly, and ven- 
tured io call his mother a witch, and an harlot. Upon this the 


* Spanbeim here notes, that this putting off men’s garments and Rrewing therm 
under a king, was an eaNern cuftom, which he ellewhere explained. 

+ Our copies fay. that this “6 driving of the chariots was like the driving of Je. 
hu the fon of Nimfbi; forhe driveth furioufly,” α Kings ix. 20. whereas Jofe- 
phus’s copy, as he underftood it, was this, that, on the contrary, Jehu marched 
slowly, and in good order. Norcan itbe denied, that fince there was ioterval 2 
rough for king Joram to fend out two horfemen, one after another, to Jehu, and 
at length to go out with king Ahaziah to meet him. and all this after be was come 
within fight of the watchman, and before he was come te Jezreel, the probability 
᾿ 48 greatly on the fide of Jofephus’s copy or interpretation. 
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_ king fearing what heintended, and {ufpe@ing he had no good | 
megnin , he turned his chariot about as foon as he could, and 
{aid to Ahaziah, we are fought againft by deceit and treache- 
ry : But Jehu drew his bow, and {mote him, the arrow going 
through his heart; fo Joram fell down immediately on his knee, 
and gave upthe ghoft. Jehu alfo gave orders to Bidkar. the 

-captain of the third part of his army, to caft the dead body of 
Joram into the field of Naboth, putting him in mind of the 

rophecy which Elijah prophefied to Ahab his father, when 
fre had ffain Naboth, that both he and family fhould perifh in 
that place, for that as they fat behind Ahab’scf?:ariot they heard 
the prophet fay fo, and that it was now come to pails according 
to his prophecy. Upon the fall of Joram, Ahaziah was afraid 
of his own life, and turned his chariot into another road, fup- 
poling he fhould not be feen by Jehu; but he followed after 

im, and overtook him at a certain acclivity, and drew his bow, | 
and wounded him: fohe left his chariot, and got upon his - 
horfe, and fled from Jehu to Megiddo, and though he was un- 
der cure, in alittle time he died of that wound, and was carried 
to Jerufalem, and buried there after he had reigned one year, 
and had proved a wicked man, and worfe than his father. 

4. Now when Jehu was come to Jezerecl, ezebel adorned 
herfelf and ftood upon a tower, and faid, ‘‘ He was a fine fer- 
‘vant that had killed his mafter.” And when he looked up to 
her, he afked who the was? and commanded her to come down 
to him. At laft he ordered the eunuchs to throw her down from 
the tower, and being thrown down, fhe befprinkled the wall with 
her blood, and was trodden upon by the horfes. and fo died. 

‘When this was done, Jehu came to the palace with his friends, 
and took fome refrefhment after his journey, both with other 
things, and by eating a meal. Hé alfo bid his fervants to take up 
Jezebel and bury her, becaufe of the nobility of hér blood, tor 
the was defcended from kings ; but thofe that were appointed 
to bury her found nothing elfe remaining but the extreme parts 
of her body, for all the reft were eaten by dogs. When Jehu 
heard this, he admired the prophecy of Elijah, for he forctold 
that fhe fhould perith in this manner at Jezreel. 

5. Now Ahab had feventy fons brought up in Samaria. So 
Jehu fent two epiftles, the one to them that brought up the 
children, the other to the rulers of Samaria, which faid, That 
** they fhould fet up the moft valiant of Ahab’s fons tor king, 
for that they had abundance of chariots, and horfes, and ar- 
mour, and a great army, and fenced cities, and that by fo do- 
ing they might avenge the murder of Ahab.” This he wrote 
to try the intentions of thofe of Samaria. Now when the ru- 
lers, and thofe that had brought up the children, had read the 
letter, they were afraid ; and confidering that they werenot at 
all able to oppole him, who had already fubdued two very 
great kings, they returned him this anfwer, That “they own- 
‘ed him for their lord, and would do whatfoeverhe bad them.” 
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So he wrote back to them fuch a reply as enjoined them too. 
bey what he gave order for, and to cut off the heads of Ahab’s 
fons, and fend them tohim. Accordingly the rulers fent for 
thofe that brought up the fons of Anab, and commanded them 
to flay them, to cut off their heads, and fend them to Jehu, 
So they did whatioever they were commanded, without omit- 
ting any thing at all, and put them up in wicker bafkets, and 
fent them to Jezreel. And when Jehu, as he was at fupper 
with his tricnds, was informed that the heads of Ahab’s fons 
were brought, he ordered them to make two heaps of them, one 
before each of the gates ; and in the morning he went out to 
take a view of them, and when he faw them, he began to fay 
to the people that were prefent, That ** he did himfelf make an 
expedition againft his mafter [ Joram], and flew him, but that 
it was not he that flew all thefe: And he defired them to 
take notice, that as to Ahab's family, afl things had come to 
pafs according to God’s prophecy, and his houfe was perifh- 
ed, according as Elijah had toretold.” And when he had far- 
ther detlroyed all the kindred of “Ahab that were tound in Jez- 
ree], hc went to Samaria ; and as he was upon the road, he mét 
the relations of Ahaziah king ot Jerufalem, and afked them, 
whither they were going ? they replied, that they came to fa- 
Jute Joram and their own king Ahaziah, tor they knew not 
that he had flainthem both: So Jehu gave orders that they 
fhould catch thefe, and kill them, being in number forty -two 
perfons, . 

6, After thefe, there met him a good and a righteous man, 
whofe name was Jehonadab, and who had been bis trend of 
old. He faluted ehu, and began tocommend him, becaufe 
he had done every thing according tothe will of God, in ex- 
tirpating the houfe of Ahab, So J--hu defired him to come up 
_ into his cnariot, and make his entry with him into Samaria ; 
and told him, That ‘She would not {pare one wicked man. 
~but would punith the falfe prophets, and falfe priefis, and 
thofe that deceived themultitude, and perfuaded them toleave 
the worthip of God Almighty, and to worfhip foreign gods ; 
and that it was a moft excellent and moft pleafing ΗΜ to ἃ 
good and ἃ righteous man to fee the wicked punifhed.” So 
Jehonadab was perfuaded by thefe arguments, and came up 
into Jehu’s chariot, and came to Samaria. And Jehu fought 
out for all Ahab’s kindred, and flew them. And being defir- 
ous thet none of the fglfe prophets, nor the priefls of Ahab’s 
god, might efcape punifhment, he caught them deceitfully 
. by this while: For he gathered all the people together, and 
’ faid, That ‘* he would worthip twice as many gods as Ahab 
worthipped, and defired that his priefts, and prophets, and 
fervants, might be prefent, becaufe he would offer coftly and 
great facrifices to Ahab’s god, and that if any of his pnefts, 
were wanting, they fhould be punifhed with death.” Now A- 
hab’s god was called Baa/: And when he had appointed a day 
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on which he would offer thofe facrifices, he fent meffengers 
through alt th: country ot the Ifraelites, that they might brin 
the prieftsot Baalto him. So Jehu commanded to give al 
the priefts veflments; and when they had received them, he 
went into the houfe [ot Baal], with his friend Jehonadab, 
and gave orders to make fearch whether there were not any 
‘foreigner or flranger among them, for he would have no one 
of a different religion to mix among their facred offices. And 
when they faid that there was no ftranger there, and they were 
beginning their facrifices, he fet fourfcore men without, they 
being fuch ot his foldiers as he knew tobe moft faithful to 
him, and bid them flay the prophets, and now vindicate the 
Jaws of their country, which had been a long time in difef- 
teem.. He alfothreatened, that if any one οἱ them efcaped 
their own lives fhould gofor them. So they flew them all 
with the {word ; and burnt the houfe of Baal, and by that 
means purged Samaria of foreign cuftoms, [idolatrous wor- 
fhip |. Now this Baal was the god of the Tyrians, and Ahab, 
in order to gratify his father-in-law, Ethbaal, who was the 
king ot Tyre and Sidon, built a temple for him in Samaria, and — 
appqinted him prophets, and worthipped him with all forts of 
worthip, although, when this god was demolifhed, Jehu per- 
mitted the Ifraelites to worthip the golden heifers. However, 
becaufe he had done thus, and taken care to punifh the wick- 
ed, God foretold by his prophet, that his fons fhould reign ο- 
ver Ifrael for four generations ; And in this condition was Je- 
hu at this time, 


CHAP. VI. 


How Athaharagned over Ferufalem for five [fix] years, when 
᾿ Jehovada the high ae her, and nade Jehosih. the 
Son of Ahaziah,: king. 


§ 1. Now when Athaliah, the daughter of Ahab, heard 

of the death of her brother Joram, and of her fon 
Ahaziah, and of the royal family, fhe endeavoured that none 
of the houfe of David might be left alive, but «hat the whole 
family might be exterminated, that no king might arife out of 
it afterward ; and as the thought, fhe had aétually done it: 
But one of Ahaziah’s fons was preferved, who efcaped death 
atter the manner following : Ahaziah had a fifter by the fame 
father, whofe name was fehofheba, and fhe was married to 
the high prieft Jehoiada. She went into the king’s palace, — 
and found Jehoath, for that was the little child’s name, who 
was not ab .vea year old, among thofe that were flain, but 
concealed with his nurfe , fo the t him with her into a f{e- 
cret bed-chamber, and fhut him up there, and fhe and her huf- 
band Jehoiada brought bim up privately in the temple πα 
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years, during which time Athaliah reigned over Jerufalem, 
and the two tribes. : ; : 

2. Now, on the feventh year, Jehoiada communicated the 
matte: to certain of the captains οἱ hundreds, five in number, 
and perfuaded them to be aflifting to what attempts he was mak- 
ing againft Athaliah, and to join with him in afferting the kinge 
dom to the child. He alfo received fuch oaths from them as 
are proper to fecure thofe that affift one another frem the fear 
of difcovery ; and he was then of good hope that they fhould 
depofe Athaliah. Now thofe men whom Jehoiada the prieft 
_ had taken to be his partners, went into all the country, and 
gathered together the prieffs and the Levites, and thé heads 
of the tribes out of it, and came and brought them to Jerufa- 
lem, to the highprieft. So he demanded the fecurity of an 
oath of them, to keep private whatfoever he fhould diicover to 
them, which required both their filence and their afiflance. So 
when they had taken the oath, and had thereby made it fate tor 
him to [peak, he produced the child that he had brought up of 
the family of David, and faid to them, “" This is your king, of 
that houfe which you know God hath foretold fhould reign 
over you for all tume to come: I exhort you theretore’ that 
one-third part of you guard him in the temple, and that a fourth 
part keep watch at all the gates of the temple, and that the next 
part of you keep guard at the gate which-opens and leads to 
the king’s palace, and let the reft of the multitude be unarmed 
in the temple, and let noarmed perfon. go into the temple, but 
the prieft only. He alfo gave them this order befides, that ἃ. 

art of the priefts and the Levites fhould be about the kin 

imfelf, and be a guard tohim, with their drawn {words, an 
to kill that man immediately, whoever he be, that fhould be 
fo bold as to enter armed into the temple ; and bid them be a- 
fraid of nobody, but perfevere in guarding the king.” So thefe 
men obeyed what the high-prieft advifed them to, and declar- 
ed the reality of their refolution by their a€tions. Jehoiada 
. alfo opened that armoury which David had made in the tem- 
ple, and diftributed to the captains of hundreds, as alfo to the 
priefts and Levites, all the {pears'and quivers, and what kind 
οἱ weapons foever it contained, and fet them armed in a circle 
round aboutthe temple, fo as to touch one anothers hands, and 
by that means excluding thofe from entering that ought not to 
enter. So they brought the child into the midft of them, and 
put on him the royal crown, and Jehotada anointed him with 
the oil, and made him king ; and the multitude rejoiced and 
made anoife, and cried, ** God fave the king.” 

3. When Athaliah unexpe&edly heard the tumult and the 
acclamations, fhe was greatly difturbed in her mind, and fud- 
denly iffued out of the royal palace with ber own army ; and 
when fhe was come to the temple, the priefts received her, 
but as for thofe that ftood round about the temple as they 
were ordered hy the high-prieft todo, they hindered the arm- 
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ed men that followed her from going in. But when Athaliah 


faw the child landing upon a pillar, with the royal crown up- | 


on his head, fhe rent her clothes, and cried out vehemently, 
and commanded [her guards] to kill him that had laid {nares 
for her, and endeavoured to deprive her of the government: 
᾿ς But Jehoiada called forthe captains of hundreds, and comman- 
ded them to bring Athaliah to the valley of Cedron, and flay 
her there, for he would not havethe temple defiled with the pun- 
.ifhments of this pernicious woman ; and he gave order, that if 
any one came near to help her, he fhould be flain alfo ; where- 
fore thofe that had the charge of her flaughter, took hold of 
her, and led her to the gate of the king’s mules, and flew her 
there. 

4. Now as foon as what concerned Athaliah was by this 
ftratagem, after this manner difpatched, Jehoiada called to- 
gether the people and the armed men into the temple, and 
made them take an oath, that they would be obedient to the 
king, and take care of his fafety, and of the fafety of his gov- 
ernment ; after which he obliged the king to give fecurity 
{upon oath | that he would worfhip God, and not tran{gref 
the laws of Mofes. They then ran to the houfe of Baal, which 
Athaliah and her hufband’ Jehoram had built, to the difhon- 
our of the God of their tathers, and to the honour of Ahab, and 
demolifhed it, and flew Matan, that had his priefthood. But 
Jehotada entrufted the care and cuftody of the temple to the 
prieftsand Levites, according to the appointment οἵ king Da- 
vid, and enjoined them to bring their regular burnt-offerings 
᾿ twice a day, and to offer incenie according to the law. He 
alfo ordained fome of the Levites, with the porters, to be a 
guard to the temple, that no one that was defiled might come 
tnere. 

‘5s. And when Jehotada had fet thefe things inorder, he, with 
the captains of hundreds, and the rulers, and all! the people, 
took Jehoafh out of the temple into the king’s palace. and 
when he had fet him upon the king’s throne, the people thouted 
for joy, and betook themfelves to teafting and kepta teftival for 
many days ; but the city was quiet upon thedeath of Athaliah. 
Now Jehoath was feven years old when he took the kingdom : 
His mother’s name was Zibiah, οἱ the city Beerfheba. And 
all the time that Jehoiada lived, Jehoath was careful that the 
laws fhould be kept, and very zealous in the worfhip of God; 
and when he was of age, he married two wives, whowere giv- 
en to him by the high-prieft, by whom were born to him 
both fons and daughters. Andthus much fhall fuffice to have 
elated concerning. king Juafh, how he efcaped the treachery 
ef Athaliah, and how. he received the kingdom. 
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CHAP. VIII. 
Hazael makes an expedition asainft the people of Ifracl, and the 


inhabitants of Jerufalem. fJeru dies, and fehosnaz fucceds 
in the government. Fehoafh, tne king o; Jerusalem, at firf 
ascarejul about the werflip of God, but ajtcruards becomes 
impious,and commands Lachariak to'vejioned. be hen Jehcak 
[Arng of Judah} was deaa, Amaztuk fucceeds him um the 
king don 


§ 1. OW Hazael, king of Syria, fought againft the If 
raelites and their king Jenu, and tpuiled the eaftern 
artsof the country beyond Jordan, which belorged wo the 
_ Reubenites and Gadites, and to {τε half tnbe of | Nanzfhites ; 
as alfo Gilead and Baaft.an, burning aad {poiling and offer- 
ing violence to all that he laid his hands on, and this without 
impeachment from Jehu. who made no hafte to detand the 
country when it was under this diftrefs: Nay he was become 
a contemner of religion, and adefpifer of holinefs, and of the 
Jaws ; and died when he had reigned over the Hraelites twen- 
ty-feven years. He was buried in Samaria; and left Jehoa- 
haz his fon his fucceffor in the government. 

2. Now Jehoath, king gt Jerufalem, had an inclination to 
repair the temple of Gol : fo he called Jehoiada, and bid him 
fend the Levites and priefls through all the country, to require 
half a thekel of filver for every head, towards the rebuilding 
and repairing of the temple, which was brought to decay by 
Jehoram, and Athaliah and herfons. But the high-prieft did. 
not do this, as concluding that no one would willingly pay 
that money ; but on the twenty-third year of Jehoath’s re 
when the king fent for him and the Levites, and complained 
that they had not obeyed what he enjoined them, and {till com- 
manded them to take care of the rebuilding the temple, he 
ufed this flratagem for colle&ing the money, with which the 
multitude was pleafed. He made a wooden cheft, and clofed 
it up faft on all fides, but opened one hole in it ; he then fet it 
an the temple befidethe altar, and defired every one to caf 
into it, through the hole, what he pleafed, for the repair of 
the temple. ig contrivance was acceptable to the people, 
and they ftrove one with another, and brought in jointly large 
quantities of filver and gold ; and when the [cribe and t 

 prieft that were over the treafuries had emptied the cheft, and 
counted the money in the king’s prefence, they then fet it in 
its former place, and thus did they every day. But when the 
multitude appeared to have caft in as muchas was wanted, the 
. high-prieft, Jehoiada, and king Joath, {ent to hire mafons and 
" Carpenters, and to buy large pieces οἱ timber, and of the moft 
curious fort ; and when they had repaired the temple, they 
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made ufe of the remaining gold and filver, which was not’ a. 


little, tor bowls and bafons, and cups, and other veffels ; and 
they went on to make the altar every day fat with facrifices of 
reat value. And thele things were taken fuitable care of as 
ong as Jehoiada lived, . 
3. Butas foonas he was dead, (which was when hé had liv- 
ed one hundred and thirty years, having been a righteous, and 
in every refpeét, a very good man, and was buried in the 
_king’s fepulchres at Jerulalem, becaufe hehad recovered the 
kingdom tothe family of David), king Jehoath betrayed his 
[want of] care aboutGod. The principal men of the people 
were corrupted alfo together with him, and offended againft 
. their duty, and what their conflitution determined to” be moft 
tor their good. Hereupon God was difpleafed with di change 
that was made or: the king, and on the reft of the people, and 
{ent prophets to teftify tg them what their a€tions were, an 
to bring them to leave off their wickednefs : but they had got- 
ten fucha frong affeGtion, and fo violent an inclination to it, 
that nteither could the examples of tho’e that had offered affronts 
to the laws, and had been fo feverely punifhed, they and 
their entire families, nor could the fear of what the proph- 
ets now foretold, bring thern to repentance. and turn them 
back from their courfe of tranfgreflion, to their former duty. 
ut the king commanded that Zachariah, the fon of the high 
prieft Jehotada, thould be ftoned to death in the templé, and 
orgot the kindneffes he had recciwed from his father ; for 
when God appointed him to prophecv, he ftood in the midft 
of the multitude, and gave this counfel to them, and to the 
king, that they thould a& righteoufly, and foretold to them 
that if they would not hearken to his admonitions, they fhoul 
fufferan heavy punifhment: But as Zachariah was ready to 


die, he appealed tu God as a witnefs of what he fuffered, for | 


the. good counfel he had given them, and how he perifhed at- 
ter a moft fevere and violent manner for the good deeds his 
father had done to Jehoabh. 

4. However, it was not long before the king fuffered pun- 
ifhment for his tranfgreflion ; for when Hazael, king of Syria, 
made an irruption into his country, and when he had over. 
thrown Gath, and fpoiled it, he made an expedition againft 
Jerufalem : Upon which Jehoafh was afraid, and emptied alf 
the treafures of God and of the kings [before him], and took 
down the gifts that had been dedicated, [in the temple], and 
fent them to the king of Syria, and procured fo much by them, 
that he was not befieged, nor his kingdom quite endangered, 
but Hazael was induced by the greatnefs of the fum of money 
hot to bring his army againft Jerufalem : Yet Jehoath fell into 
ἃ fevete diftemper, and was fet upon by his friends, in order 
to revenge the death of Zachariah the fon of Jehoiada. Thefe 
laid {nares for the king and flew him. He was indeed buried 
in gerulalem, but not in the royal fepulchres of his forefathers, 
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becaufe of his impiety. He lived forty feven years, and A- 
maziah his fon {uéceeded him in the kingdom. 

. Inthe one and twentieth year of the reign of Jehoath, 
Jehoahaz, the fon of Jehu, took the government of the Ifrael- 
ites in Samaria, and held it feventeen years. He did not 
[properly | irhitate his father, but was guilty of as wicked 
praélices as thofe that firft had Godin contempt: But the 
king of Syria brought him Jow, and by expedition againft him 
did fo greatly reduce his forces, that there remained no more 
of fo great an army than ten thoufand armed men, and filty 
horfemen. Healfo took away trom him his great eities, and 
many of them alfo, and deftroyed his army. And_thefe 
were the things that τῇ - people of Hraelfuffered, according to 
the prophecy of Elifha, when he foretold that Hazael fhould | 
kill his mafter, and reign over the Syrians and Demafcens. But 
when Jehoahaz was under fuch unavoidable miferies he had 
recourfe to prayer and fupplication to God, and befought him 
to deliver him out of the hands ot Hazael, and not overlook 
him, and give him up into his hands. Accordingly God ac- 
cepted of his repentance inftead of virtue’; and being defirous 
rather to admonith thofe that might repent, and not to deter- 
mine that they fhould be utterly deftroyed, he granted him 
deliverance from war and dangers. So the country havin 
obtained peace, returned again to its former condition, and 


*flourifhed as before. 


6. Now after the death of Jehoahaz. his fon Joafh took the 
kingdom, in the thirty-feventh year of fehoath, the king of 
the tribe of Judah. This Joath then took the kingdom of If- 
rael in Samaria, for he had the fame name with the’ king of 
Jerulajem, and he retained the kingdom fixteen years. He was 
a * good man, and in his difpofrtion was not at all like to his 
father. Now at this time it was that when Ehifha the prophet, 
who was already very old, and was now fallen inte ἃ difeaie, 
the king of Ifrael came to viltthim; and wherhe found him 
very near death, he began to weep in his fight, and lament, 


* This charafter af loath, the fon of Jehoahaz, that ‘*he was a good man, and 
in his difpofftion not at all like to his father,” feemsa dire& contradi@ion to our 
ordinary copies, which fays, ς Kings xiii. 11, that ‘* he did evil in the fight of the 
Lord ; and that he departed not froin all the Sns of Jerohoam, the fon of Nebag, 
who made Ifrael to fin, he walked therein.” Which copies are here the trueft ir 
is hard pofitively to determine. If Jofephus’s be true, this Joafh is the fingle in- 
Rance of a good king over the ten tribes: If the other betrue, we have not one 
fuch example, ‘The account that follows, in all copies, of Elifha the prophet’s 
concern for him, and his concern for Elisha, greatly favour Jofephus’s. copies, and 
fuppot: this king to have been then a good man, and no idolater, with whom God's 
prophets ufed not to be fo familiar. Upon the whole, fince it appears, even by 
Jofephus’s own account, that Amaziah, the good king of Judah, while he wasa 
good king, was forbidden to make ule of the 100,000 auxiliaries he had of chis 
Joash, the king of Hrael, as if he and they were then idolaters, a Chron, xxv. 6—q. 
x is moft likely that thefe different charafters of Joash fuited the different parts of 
his reign, and that, according to our common copies, he was at firfta wicked king, 
aud afterwards was reclaimed, and became ὁ good. one, according to Jofephus, 
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** to call him his father, and his weapons, becaufe it was by his 
means that he never made ufe of his weapons againft his ene- 
mies, but that he overcame his own adverfaries by his proph- 
ecies, without fighting ; and that he was now departing this 
life, and leaving him to the Syrians, that were alreay armed, 
and to other enemies of his that were under their power ; fo 
he faid, it was not fafe tor him to live any longer, but that it 
would be well for him to haften to his end, and depart out of 
this iije withhim.” As the king was thus bemoaning himfelf, 
Elifha comforted him, and bid the king bend a bow that was 
brought him ; and when the king had fitted the bow for fhoot- 
ing, “lifha took hold of his hands, and bid him {hoot : and 
when he had fhot three. arrows and then lett off, Elifha faid, 
** If thon hadft {hot more arrows, thou hadft cut the kingdom of 
Syria up by the roots, but fince thou haft been fatistied with 


.fhooting three times only, thou fhalt fight and beat the Syri- 


ans no more times than three, that thou, mayelt recover that 
country which they cut off from thy kingdom in the reign of 
thy father.” So when the king had heard that, -he departed ; 
anda little while after the prophet died. He was a man cele- 
brated for righteoufnefs, and in eminent favour with God. 
He alfo pertormmed wonderful and furprifing works by proph- 
ecy, and fuch as were glorioufly preferved in memory by the 
Hebrews. He alfo obtained a magnificent funeral, fuch an 
one indeed as it was fit a perfon fo beloved of God fhould have. 
It alfo happened, that at that time certain robbers caft a man 
whom they had flain, into Elifha’s grave, and upon his dead 
body coming clofe to Elitha’s body it revived again. And 
thus far have we enlarged about the attions ot Eli{ha the pro- 
phet, both fuch as he did while he was alive, and how he had 
a divine power after his death alfo. : 

_q.’Now upon the death of Hazael, the king of Syria, that 
kingdom came to Adad his fon, with whom Joath king of If- 
rael made war; and when he had beaten him in three battles, 


she took from him al] that country, and all thofe cities and vil- 


lages which his father Hazael, had taken trom the kingdom of 
Ifrael, which came to-pafs however according to the prophe- 
cy of Elifha. But-when Joafh happened to die, he was bu- 


ied in Samaria, and the government devolved on his fon Je- 


yoboam. 


‘ 
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CHAP, IX. 


How Amaziah made an expedition againft the Edomites and A- 
‘malehites, and conquered them ; but when he afterwards made 
war ayainft Foafh, he was beaten, and not long after was 
Slain ; and Uzarah fucceeded in the government. 


§. 1 ΝΟΥ in the fecond year of the reign of Joath over If- 

rael, Amaziah reigned over the tribe of Judah at 
Jerufalem. Hig mother's name was Fchoaddan, who was born 
dt Jerufalem. He ‘vas exceeding caretul of doing what was 
right, and this when he was very young ; but whén he came 
to the management of affairs. and to the government, he refol- 
ved that he ought firft of all to avenge his father Jchoath. and 
to punith thofe his friends. that had laid violent hands upon him; 
fo he feized upon them all, and put them to death, yet did he 
execute no feverity on their children, but a&ted therein accor- 
ding to the taws of Moles, who did not think it juft to punrth 
children forthe fins of their fathers. After this he chofe him 
an army out of the tribe of Judah and Benjamin, of fuch as were 
in the flower of their age, and about twenty years old; and 
when he had colletted about three hundred thoufand of them 
together, he fet captains of hundreds overthem. He aHo fent 
to the king of Ifrael, and hired an bundred thoufand of his fol- 
‘ diers for an hundred talents of (νοός, for he had retolved τὸ 
make an expedition againft the nations of the Amalekites, and 
Edomites, and Gebalites: But as he was preparing for his ex- 
pedition, and ready to go out to the war, a prophet gave him 
counlel to difmifs the army: of the Ifraelites, becaule they 
were bad men, and becaufe God foretold that he fhould be 
beatcn, if he made ufe of them as auxiliaries, but that he 
fhould overcome his enemies, though he had but a few fold- 
ers, when it fo pleafed God. -And when the king grudged at 
his having already paid the hire of the Iraelites, the prophet 
exhorted him to do what God would have him, beeaufe he 
fhould thereby obtain much wealth from God. - So he dif{miff- 
ed them, and faid, that he fill freely gavé them their pay, and 
went himfelf with his own army, and made war With the na- 
tions betore mentioned ; and when he had beaten them in bat- 
tle, he flew of them ten thoufand, and teok as many priloners 
alive, whom he brought to the great rock which is in Arabia, 
and threw them down from it headlong. He alfo brought away: 
a great deal of prey, and vaft riches, trom thofe nations. But 
while Amaziah was engaged in this expedition, thofe Ifraelites 
whom he had hired, and then difmifled, were very unealy at 
it, and taking their difmiffion for an affront, as {uppofing that 
this would not have been done to them but out. οἱ contempt, 
they tell upon his kingdom, and proceededsto {poil the country. 


as far as Beth-horon, and took muck cattle, and flew three 
thoufand men, | | 
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2. Now upon the vitory which Amaziah had gotten, and 

the great acis he had done, he was puffed up. and began to o- 
verlook God, who had given him the victory, and proceeded to 
worthip the gods he had brought out of the country of the A- 
malekites. Soa ptophet came to him, and faid, That ‘‘ he 
wondered how he could efteem thefe to be gods, who had been 
of no advantage to their own people, who paid them honours, 
nor had delivered them from his hands, but had overlooked the 
deftru&tion of many of them, and had fuffered themlelves to be 
carried captive, tor that they had been carriedto Jerufalem in 
the fame manner as any one might have taken fome of the en- 
emy alive, and led them thither.” This reproof provoked the 
king toanger, and he commanded the prophet to hold his peace, 
and threatened to punilh him 1{ he meddied with his conduét. 
Sohe replied, ‘* That he fhopld indeed hold his peace; but 
foretold withal, that God would not overlook his attempts for 
innovation.” But Amaziah was not able to contain himfel€ 
under that pro{perity which God had given him, although he 
had affronted God thereupon ; but ina vein of infolence he 
wrote to Joafh, the king of Irael, and ‘* commanded that he 
and all bis people fhould be obedient to him, as they had for- 
-merly been obedient to his progenitors, David and Solomon ; 
and he jet him know, that if he would not be fo wife as to do 
what he commanded him, ‘he muft fight for his dominion.” 
To which meffage Joafh returned this anfwer in writing : 
** King’ Joafh to king Amaziah. There was a vaitly tall cy- 
prefs tree inmount Lebanon, asalfo a thiftle: This thiftle . 
{ent to the cyprels tree to give the cyprefs tree’s daughter in 
marriage to the thiftle’s fon ; but as the thiftle was faying this, 
there came a wild beaft, and trode down the thiftle: And this 
may be a Jeffon ta thee, not to be [ὁ ambitious, and to have a 
gare, left upan thy good fuccels in the fight againft the Amal- 
ekites, thou groweft fo proud, as to bring dangers upon thy- 
felt, and upon thy kingdom.” 

3. When Amaziah had read this letter, he was more eager 
upon this expedition, which, 1 fuppofe, was by the impulle 
ot God, that he might be punithed for his offence againft him, 
Butas foon as he led out his army again{t Joath, and they were 

oing to join battle with him, there came fucha fear and con- 

te1nation upon the army of Amaziah, as-God when he 1s dif- 
pleafed, fends upon men, and difcomfited them, even before 
they came toa clofe fight. Now it happened, that as they 
were {cattered about by the terror that was upon them, Ama- 
ziah was left alone, and was taken prifone: by the enemy ; 
whereupon Joafh threatened to kill him, unlefs he would per- 
{uade the people of Jerufalem to open their gates to him, and 
receive him and his army into the city. Accordingly Amazi- 

h was fo diftretfed, and in fuch fear of his lite, that he made 
fis enemy to be received into the city. So Joath overthrew a 
part of the wall, of the length of four hundred cubits, gnd 
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drove his chariot, through the breach into Jerufalem, and 
Jed Amaziah captive along with him: By which means be be- 
came matter of Jerufalem, and took away the treafures of God, 
and carried off all the gold and 4] ver that was in the king's pal- 
ace, and then freed the king from captivity, and returned to 
Samaria. Now thefe things bappened to the people df Jerufa- 
fem in the fourteenth year of the reign of Amaziah, who after 
this had a confpiracy made againft him by his triends, and 
fled to the city Lachifh, and was there flain by the confpira- 
tors, who fent men thither to kill him. So they took up bis 
dead bedy, and carried it to Jerufalem, and made a royal 
funeral for him. This was the end of the [τς οὗ Amaziah, 

«cause of his innovations in religion, andhis contempt of God, 
when he had lived fifty-four years and had reigned twenty- 
nine. He was fucceeded by his fon, whofe name was U2zze- 


a 


CHAP, X. 


Concerning Feroboam, king of Ifrael, and Fonak the prophet ; 
and how, after the death of Feroboam, his fon Zechariah took 
the goverament. How Uzztah, hing of ferufalem, Subdued the 
nations that were round about him ; and what befd him when, 
he attempted to offer tncenfe to God. 


4 τ. ἽΝ the fitteenth year of the reign of Amaziah, Jeroboam 
. the fon of Joath, reigned over Ifrael, in Samaria, forty 
ears. This king was guilty of * contumely againft God, and 
ecame very wicked in, worfhipping of idols, agd in many 
‘undertakings that were abfurd and foreign. He was.alfo the 
caufe of ten thoufand misfortunes to the people of Ifrael. 
Now one Jonah, a prophet, foretold to him, that he fhould 
make war with the Syrians, and conquer their army, and en- 
large the bounds of his kingdom on the northern parts, to the 
city Hamath, and on the fouthern, to the lake Afphaltitis, for 
the bounds of the Canaanites originly were thefe as Jofhua 
their general had determined them. Jeroboam made an ex- 
pedition againft the Syrians, and over-ran all their country, 

as Jonah had foretold. 
2. Now I cannot but think it neceflary for me, who have 


* ® What I have above noted cencerning Jehoash, feems to meto have been true 
allo concerning his fon Jeroboam II. viz. that although he began wickedly, as Jo- 
fephus agrees with our other copies, and, as he adds, ** was the caule of a να nom- 
ber of misfortunes'to the Hraclites’ in thofe his firit years (the particulars of which 
are unhappily wantigg both in jofephus and in all our copies), fo does it feem to 
me that he was afterwards reclaimed, and became a good king, and fo was encour. 
aged by the prophet Jonab, and bad great fucceffes afterward, when ‘* God had 

, faved the I{raelites by the hand of Jeroboam, the fon of Joash,” 9 Kings xiv. 27. 
which encouragement by Jonah, and great {uccefles, are equally ab{ervable in [6- 
Jephus, and in the other copies. 
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᾿ promifed to give an accurate account of our affairs, to defcribe 
the aftions of this prophet, fo tar as I have found them writ- 
ten dewn in the Hebrew books. Jonah had been commanded 
by God to go to the kingdom of Nineveh : and when he was 
there, to publifh it in that city, how it fhoald lofe the domin- 
ion it had over the nations. But he went not, out of fear 3 
nay, he ran away from God to the city of Joppa, and finding 
afhip there, he went into it, and failed to * Tarfus, to Cilicia; 
and upon the rife of a moft terrible ftorm, which was fo great - 
that the fhip was in danger of {inking, the mariners, the maf- 
ter and the pilot himfelt, made prayers and vows, in cafe they 
efcaped the fea, but Jonah lay {till and covered fin the fhip ], 
’ without imitating any thing that the others did: But as the 
waves grew greater, and the fea became more violent by the 
winds, they fufpetted, as 19 usual in fuch cafes, that fome one 
οἱ the perfons that failed with them, was the oecafion of this 
form, and agreed to difcover by lot which of them it was. 
_ When they had + caft lots, the lot fell upon the prophet ; and 
when they afked him, Whence he came? and what he had 
done ? he replied, That he was an Hebrew by nation, anda 
prophet ot Almighty God ; and he perfuaded them to caft him 
tnto the fea, it they would efcape the danger they were in, for 
that he was the occaficn of the ftorm which was upon them. 
Now at the firft they durft not do fo, as efteeming it a wicked 
thing to caft aman who was a. ftranper, and who had commit- 
, ed his lite to them, into fuch manifef perdition; but at laft, 
when their misfortune overbore them, and the thip was jufl 
oing tobe drowned, and when they were animated to do it 
ἣν the prophet himfelf and by the fear concerning their own 
fafety, they cafthim into the fea ; upon which the fea became 
caln® It-is alfo related that Jonah was {wallowed down by a 
whale.*and that when he bad been there three days, and as 
many nights, he was vomited out upon the Euxme Sea, and 


* When Jonah is faid in our Bibles to have gone to Tarshish, Jonah i. 9. Jofe- 
phus underftood it that be went to Tarshish io Cilicia, or to the Mediterranean Sea, 
upon which Tarfys lay ; fo that he does not appear to have read the text, 1 Kings 
xxii 48. as our copics do, that ships of Tarshish could lie at Ezion-Gebtr, upon 

. the Red Sea. Butas to Josephus’s affertion, that Jonah’s fish vas earried by the 
Strength of the current, upon a ftorm, as far as the Euxine Sea, it 1s no way impof- 
fible ; and fince the ftorm might have driven the ship, while jonah was in it, near 
to that Enixine Sea, and fince in three more days, whiie he was in the fish’s belly, 
that current might bring him to the Affyrian coafl, and fince withal that coaft 
could bring him nearer to Nineveh than could any coaft of the Mediterranean, it is 

no meansan improbable determination in Jofephus. ¢ 

+ This ancient picce of religion, of fuppofing there was great fin where there was 
great mifery, and of cafting lots to difcover great finuers, not only among - the If 
raclites, but among thefe heathen mariners, feems a remarkable remains of the an- 
cient tradition which prevailed of old over all mankind, that providenet ufed td 
interpofe vifibly in all human affairs, and never to bring, or at leaft not long to con- 
tinuc notorious judgments, but for notorious fins, which the moft ancient bouk of 
760 shews to have heen the flate of mankind for alout the former 5000 ycars of the 
world, till the days of Joband Moles, 
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this alive, and without any hurt upon bis body ; and there, 
on his prayer to God, he obtained pardon for his fins, and 
went to the city ‘Nineveh, where he ftood fo as to be heard 2 
and preached, that “ina very little tume they fhould lofe 
the dominion of Afia."”. And when he had publifhed this, he re- 
turned. Now, 1 have given this aceount about him, as I found 
it written {in our books} “ΣΝ 
3. When Jeroboam the king had paffed his life in great hap-~ 
inefs, anid had ruled forty years, he died, ‘and was buried in 
e maria, and his fon Zechariah took the kingdom. After the 
fame manner did Uzziah, the fon of Amaziah, begin to reign 
ever the two tribes in, Jerufatem, in the fourteenth year of the 
reign of Jeroboam. He was bornot Jecoliah his mother, who 
was a citizen of Jerufalem. He was agood man, and by na- 
ture righteous and magnanimous, and very laborious in taking 
- care of the affairs of his kingdom. He made an expedition 
alfo againft the Philrftines, and overcame them in battle, and 
took the cities οἵ Gath ana Jabrieh, and brake down their walls ὦ 
after which expedition, he affaulted thofe Arabs that adjoined 
to Egypt. Healfo built a city upon the Red Sea, and puta 
garrifon intoit. He after this overthrew the Ammonites, and 
appointed that they fhould pay tibute. He alfo overcame 
all the countries as far as to the bounds of Egypt, and then 
began take care of Jerufalem ittelf for the reft ot his life ; for 
he rebuilt and repaired all thofe parts of the wall which had ei- 
ther fallen down by length οἱ time, or by the careleffnefs of 
the kings his predeceffors, as well as all that part whieh had 
been thrown down by the king of Ifrael, when he took his fa- 
ther Amaziah prifoner, and entered with him into the city. 
Moreover, he built a great many towers, of one hundred and 
fifty cubits high, and built walled towns in defert placesg and 
put garrifons into them, and dug many channels for convey- 
ance of water. He had alfo many: beafts for labour, and an 
immenfe number of cattle, for bis country was fit for paftur- 
- age. He wasalfo given to hufbandry, and took care to culti- 
vate the ground, and planted it with all forts of plants;and 
fowed it with all forts of feeds. He had alfo about him an ar- 
my compoled of chofen men, in number three hundred and 
feventy thoufand, who were governed by general officers 
and captains of thoufands, who were men of valour, and of 
unconquerable ftrength, in number twothoufand. He alfo 
divided his whole army into bands, and armed them, giving 
every one ἃ {word. with brazen bucklers and breaftplates, with 
bows and flings ; and befides thefe, he made for them many 
engines of war, for befieging of cities, fuch as caft-ftones and 
darts, with grapplers, and other inflruments of that fort. 
hile Uzziah was inthis ftate, and making preparations 
[tor futurity |, he was corrupted in his mind by pride, and be- 
came infolent, and this on account of that abundance which 
he had of things that will foon perifh, and defpifed that power 
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which ts of etertial duration (which confifled in piety towards 
God, and inthe obfervation of his laws), fo he fell by - occa- 
fion of the good fuccefs of his affairs, and was cartied head- 
long into thofe fins of his fathers which the fplendour of that 
profperity he enjoyed, and the glorious ations he had done, 
ed htm into, -while he was not able to govern himfelt well a- 
bout them. Accordingly, when a remarkable day was come, 
and a general teftival was to be celebrated, he put on the holy 
garment, and went into the temple to offer incenfe to Gad. 
upon the golden altar, whith he was prohibited to do by A+ 
variah the high-prieft, who had fourfcore priefts with him, 
and who told him that it was not lawful tor him to offer facri- 
fice, atid that ‘‘ none befides the pofterity of Aaron were per- 
mitted fo to do.” And when they cried out, that he muft go 
out of the temple, and not tranfgrels againft God, he was wroth 
at them, and threatened to kill them, unlefs they would hold 
their peace, Inthe mean time a great *. earthquake fhook the 
ground, anda rent was thade in the temple, and the bright 
rays of the fun fhone through it, and fell upon the king’s face 
infomuch that the leprofy fetzed upon him immediately. An 
petore the city, ata place called Eroge, half the mountain 
roke off from the ref{ on the weft, and rolled itfelf four fur- 
longs, and ftood ftill at the eat mountain, till the roads, as well 
as the king’s gardens, were {poiled by the obftru@ion. Now, 
as foon as the priefts faw that the king’s face was inte€ted with 
the leprofy, they told him of.the calamity he was under, coms 
manded that he {hould go out of the city as ἃ polluted perfon, 
Hereupon he was fo confounded at the fad diftemper, and fen- 
fible that be was not at liberty to contradiét, that he did as he 
was commianded, and underwent this milerable and terrible 
uurfiment for an intention beyond what befitted a man to- 
Pave, and for that impiety againff God which was implied 
therein. So he abode out of the city for {ome time, and lived 
a private life, while his fon Jotham took the government ; af- 
ter which he died with griet and anxiety at what had happen- 
ed to him, when he had lived fixty-eight years, and reigned of 
them fifty-two; and was buried by himfelfin his own gardens. 


CHAP. XI. 


How Zachariah, Shallum, Menahem, Pekahiah, and Pekah, took 
the government over the Lfraelites ; and how Ῥω and Tiglath- 
Pilefer made an expedition againft the Ifraehtes. How Fe- 
tham, the fonof Uztiah, reegned over the tribe of Judah ; 
and what things Nahum prophehed againyt the Affyrians, 


§ 1. N°” when Zachariah, the fon of Jeroboam, had 
reigned fix months over Ifrael, he was flain by the 
treachery of a certain triend ot his, whofe name was Séad/um, 


® This accagnt ef an earthquake at Jerufalem at the very fame time when κει δ 
Vor. I. μι 
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the fon of fabefh, who took the kingdom afterward, but kept 
itno Jonger than thirty days; for Menahem, the general of 
his army, who was at that time in the city Tirzah, and heard 
ot what had befallen Zachariah, removed thereupon with alk 
his forces to Samaria, and joining battle with Shallum, flew 
him ; and when he had made _ himlelt king, he went thence, 
and came to the city Tiphfah, but the citizens that were in it, 
thut their gates, and barred them againft the king, and would 
not admit him ; but in order to be avenged on them, he burnt 
the country reund about it, and took the city by force, upon 
a fiege ; and being very much difpleafed at what the inhabi- 
᾿ tants of Tiphfah had done, he flew them al], and fpared not 
fo much as the infants, without omitting the utmoft inftances 
of cruelty and barbarity, for he ufed fuch feverity upon his 
own countrymen, as would not be pardonable with regard to 
{trangers, who had been conquered by him. And after this 
manner it was that this Menahem continued to reign with στὰ» 
elty and barbarity for ten years: But when Pul, king of Af- 
fyria, had made an expedition againft him, he did not meet to 
fight or engage in battle with the Affyrians, but he perfuaded 
him to accept of a thoufand talents of filver, and to go away, 
and foput an end tothe war. This fum the multitude colle&- 
ed for Menahem, by * exacting fifty drachmz as poll-money 
tor every head ; after which hedied, and was buried in Sama- 
ria, and left his fon Pekahiah his fucceffor in the kingdom, 
who followed the barbarity of his father, and {fo ruled but two 
years only, after which he was flain with his friends at a feaft, 
y the treachery of one Pekah, the general of his horfe, and 
the fon οἱ Remaliah, who laid {nares tor him. Now this Pe- 
kah held the government twenty years, and proved a wicked 
man, and atranfgreffor. But the king οἱ Aflyria, whofe name 
was Tiglath-Pilefer, when he had made an expedition againft 
the Ifraelites, and had over-run all the land of Gilead, and the 
region beyond Jordan, and the adjoining country, which ‘is 
called Galilee, and Kadeth and Hazor, he made the inhabitants 


ufurped the prieft's officr, and went into the fandaary to burn incenfe, and of the 
confequences of that earthquake, i: entirely wanting in our other copies, though it 
be exceeding like to a prophecy of Jeremiah’s, now in Zech xiv. 4, 5. in which 
prophecy mention is made of ‘¢ fleeing from that earthquake, as they fled from this” 
earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah; fo that there feems to have been 
fome confiderable relemblance bet wecn: thele hiftorical: and. prophetical earthquakes. 

* Dr. Wall, in his critical notes on e Kings xv. 20 obferves, ‘* That when 
this Menahem is faid to have exafted the money of Ifrael of all the mighty men of 
wealth, of each man 50 sheckels df filver, to give Ful, the king of Aiffyria, 1008 
talents, this is the firft public money mifed by ay [Lfreelite] king by a tex on the 
people ; that they ulcd before to raife it out of the treafures of the boufe of the 
Lord, or ot their own houfe ; that it was a poll-money on the rich men [and them 
only] to maife 353.000l. oras others count a talent 400,000!1. at the rate of Gl. or 71. 
fer head ; and that God commanded by Ezekiel, chap. xlv 8 and xivi. 18 that 


ao fuch thing should be done [at the Jews reftoration, | but the king should have 
fand of his e4n.” | 


᾿ , v. 
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prifoners, and tranfplanted them into his own kingdom. And 
fo much fhall fuffice to have related here concerning the king 
of Affyria. : 

Now. Jotham the fon of Uzziah, reigned over the tribe of 
Judah in Jerufalem, being a citizen thereof by his mother, 
whofe name was Jerulha. The king was not defeétivein any 
virtue, but was religious towards God, and righteous towards 
men, and careful of the good of the city, (tor what parts fo- ‘ 
ever wanted to be repaired or adorned, he magnificently re- 
paired and adorned them). He alfo took care of the founda- 
tions of the cloifters in the temple, and repaired the walls that 
were fallen down, and built very great towers, and fuch as 
were almoft impregnable ; and if any thing elfe in his king- 
dom had bcen negletted he took great care of it. Heal 
made an expedition againft the Ammonites, and overcame 
them in battle, and ordered them to pay tribute, an hundred 
talents, and ten thoufand cori of wheat, and as many cf barley, 
every year, and fo augmented his kingdom, that his enemies 
could not defpife it, and his own peaple lived happily. 

3. Now there was at this time a prophet whole name was 
Nahum, who fpake after this manner concerning the overthrow 
of the Affyrians, and of Nineveh : “ * Nineveh (ἢ4}} bea pool 
of water in motion; fo fhall all her people be troubled, and 
toffed, and go away by flight, while they fay one to another, 
fland, ftand ftill, ferze their gold and filver, for there fhall be 
no one to wifh them well, for they will rather fave their lives 
than their money ; fora terrible contention fhall poffefs them 
one witb another, and lamentation, and loofing of the members 
and their countenances fhall be perfeétly black with tear. And 
there will be the den of the lions and the mother of the young 
lions ! God fays to thee, Nineveh, that they fhall deface thee, 
and the lion fhall no longer go out from thee to give laws to the 
world.” And indeedthis prophet prophefied many other things 
befides thefe concerning Nineveh, which I do not think ne- 
ceflary to repeat, and I here omit them, that I may not appear 
trowwlefome to my readers ; all which things happened about 
Nineveh an hundred and fifteen yéars atterward ; fo this may 
fuffice to have {[pokenot thefe matters. 


CHAP, XII. 


How upon the death of Fotham, Ahazragned ἐπ his flead ; a- 
gawnft whom Rezin, king of Syria, and Pekah, hing of Lfraet 
maae war; and how Tiglath-Pilefer, king of Affria, came 
to the affifiance of Ahaz, and laid Syria waft, and removing " 
the Damafcens into Media, placed other nations in their room. 


§ 1. ΝΟΥ Jotham died when he had lived forty-one years, 
and of them reigned fixteen, and was buried in the 


* This paffage is taken gut of the prophet “Nahum, ch. ii, 8—13. «πὰ is the 
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fcpulchres of the kings ; and the kingdom came to his fon 
Ahaz, who proved moft impious towards God, and a_tranf- 
reffor of the laws of his country... He imitated the kings of 
Ficael, and reared altars in peruralem, and offered facrifices up- 
on them to idols : to which alfo he offered his own Jon 848 8 
burnt offering, according to thé praftices of the Canaanites. 
His other actions were alfo of the fame fort. Now as he was 
going on in this mad courfe, Rezin, the king of Syria and Da 
mafcus, and Pekah the king pt Ifrael, who were now at amity 
one with another, made war with him ; and when they had 
driven him into Jerufalem, they befieged that city a long 
while, making byt ἃ fmal! piogrefs, on account of the ftrengt 


-of its wally; and when the king of Syria had taken the city 


Elath, upon the Red Sea, and had flain the inhabitants he 
eopled it with Syrians ; and when he had flain thofe in the 
focher} garrifons, and the Jews in’their neighbourhood, and 
ad driven away much prey, he returned with his army back 
to Damafcus. Now when the king ot Jerufalem knew that 
the Sygians were returned home, he, fuppofing himfelt a match 
for the king of Ifrael, drew out his army againft him, and join- 
ing battle with him was beaten; and this happened becaufe 
God was angry with him, on accoung of his many and great 
enormities. Accordingly there was flain by the Hraelites one 
hundred and twenty: thoufand of his men that day, whole gen- 
eral Amaziah by name, flew Zachariah the king’s fon in his 
confliét with Ahaz, as well as the governor of the kingdom, 
whofe name was Azricam. Heallo carried Elkanah, the gen- 
eral ot the troops of the tribe of Judah into captivity. They 
fo carried the women and children of the tribe of Benjamin 
captives ; and when they had gotten a great deal of prey, they 
returned ta Samaria. “ . 

_ 2. Now there was one Obed, who was ἃ prophet δὲ that 
timein Samaria, he met the army before the city walls, and 
with a loud voice tcld thera, that ‘‘ they had gotten the vito- 
ry not by their own ftrength, but by reafon ot the anger God 
had againft king Ahaz. And hecomplained, that they @tre 
not fatisfied with the good fuccefs they had had again{ft him, 
but were fo buldas to make captives out of tbefr kinfmen the 
tribe of Judah and Benjamin. He allo gave them counfel to 
let them go home without doing them any harm, for that if 
they did not obey Gad herein, they fhould be punifhed.” So 
the people of Ifrael came together totheir affembly.,, and con- 
fidered of thefe matters, when a man whole name was Bere- 
chiah, and who was ane ot chiefreputation jn the government 


prineipal, or rathey the only onc that is given us almoft verbatim, but a little abridg. 
ed, in all Jofephu’s known writings : By which quotation we leara what he him- 
felf always aflerts, viz. that he made ufe of the Hebrew original, [and not of the 
Greek verliqn ;] as alfo we learn, that his ‘Hebrew copy conliderably differed 
from ours. See all three texts particularly fet down, and compared tugether on 
the Eifay on the Old Teft. page 187, ΝΝ 
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ftood uP, and three others with him, and faid, ‘“‘ We will not 
fuffer the citizens to bring thefe prifoners into the city, left 
we be all deflroyed by God: We have fins enough of our own 
that we have committed againft him as the prophets affures us ; 
nor ought we therefore to introduce the pra&tice of new 
crimes.’ When the foldiers heard that, they permitted them 
to do what they thought beft. So the forenamed men took the 
Captives and let them go, and took care of them, and gave 
thenr provifions, and fent them to their own country, without 
doing them any harm. However, thefe four went along with 
them, and conduéted tifem as far as Jericho, which is not far 
from Jerufalem, and returned to Samaria. 

3- Hereupon king Ahaz having been fo thoroughly beaten 
by the Ifraelites, fent to Tiglath-Pilefer, king of the Affyri- 
ans, and fued for afliftance trom him in his war again the If- 
raelites, and Syrians, and Damafcens, with a promife to fend 
him much money : He fent him alfo great prefents ac the fame 
trme. Now this king, upon the reception of thofe ambaffa- 
dors, came to affift Ahaz and made war upon the Syrians 
and laid their country wafte and took Damaicus by force, an 
flew Rezin their king, and tranfplanted the people of Damaf. 
cus into the upper Media, and brought a colony of Affyrians. 
and planted them in Damafcus. He alfo afflicted the land of 
Ifrael, and took many captives out of it. While he was do. 
ing thus with the Syrians, king Ahaz took all the gold that 
was in the king’s treafures, and the filver, and what was in the 
temple of God, and what precious gifts were there, and he car- 
ried them with him, and came to Damatcus, and gave it to the 
king οἵ Affyria, according to his agreement. So he confeff- 
ed that he owed him thanks for all that he had done for him, 
and returned to Jerufalem. Now this king was fo fottith, and 
thoughtlefs of what was far his own good. that he would not 
leave off worfhipping the Syrian gods when he was beaten by 
them, but he went on in worfhipping them, as though they 
w procure him the vi€tory : And when he was beaten ae 

e began to honour the gods of the Alfyrians ; and he 
eemed more defirous tq honour any other gdds than his own 
aternal and true God, whofe anger was the caufe of his de- 

at; nay, he proceeded to fuch a degree of defpiteand con. 
tempt [of God’s worbhip |, that he fhut up the temple entirely, 
and forbad them to bring in their appointed facrifices, and 





took away the gilts that had been giventoit. And when he - . 


had offered thefe indignitics to God he died, having lived 
thirty-fix years, andof them reigned fixteen; and he left his 
{qn trezebiah tor his fucceffor. | 


~ 


Ὁ» 


. 
410 ANTIQUITIES OF THE Jews. [Book 1X. 


¢ 


CHAP. XIII, 


How Pekuh died by the treachery of Hofhea, who was a little 
after fubdued by Shalmancfer ; And how Hezekiah regned tn- 
SJlead of Ahaz ; and what ations of prety and juftice did. . 


4 1. BOUT the fame time Pekah, the king of Ifrael died, 
by the treachery of a frieng of his, whofe name 
was Hofhea, who retained the kingdom nine years time, but 
was awicked man anda defpifer οἱ the divine worfhip: And 
Shalmanefer, the king of Aflyria, made an expedition againft 
him, aud overcame him, (which muft have been becaufe he had 
not God favourable nor affiftant to him), and brought him to 
fubmiffion, and ordered him to pay an appointed tnbute. 
Now in the fourth year of the reign of Hofhea, Hezekiah, 
the fon of Ahaz, began to reign in Jerufalem ; and his moth- 
er’s name was Abijah, a citizen of Jerufalem. His nature 
was good and righteous, and religious ; for when he came to 
the Kingdom he thought that nothing was prior. or more ne- 
ceflary, or more advantageous to himfelt, and to his fubje&s, 
than to worfhip God. Accordingly he called the people to- 
gether, and the priefts, and the Levites, and made ἃ {peech to 
them, and faid, ‘“‘ You are not ignorant how by the fins of my 
father, who tranfgreffed that facred honour which -was due to 
God, you have had experience of many and great miferies, 
while you were corrupted in your mind by him, and were 
induced to worfhip thofe which he fuppofed to be gods: I 
exhort you therefore, who have learned by fad experience 
how dangerous a thing impiety is, to put that immediately out 
of your memogy, and to purily y ourfelves from your former 
pollutions, and to open the temple to thefe priefts and Levites 
who are here convened, and to cleanfe it with the accuftomed 
facrifices, and to recover all to the ancient honour: μὰν ἡ 
fathers ρδιά το it; for by this means we may render GodF¥a- 
vourable, and he will remit the anger he hath had to us.” 

2. When the king had faid this, the priefts opened the tem- 
ple; and when thay had fet in order the veffels of God, and 
caft out what was impure, they | id the accuftomed facrifices 
uponthealtar. The king alfo fent to the country that was 
under him, and calledthe people to Jerufalem tocelebrate 
the feaft of unleavened bread, for it had been” intermitted a 
long time, on account of the wickednefs ot the forementioned 
kings. He alfo fent to the ifraelites, and exhorted them to 
Jeave off their prefent way of living, and to return to their an- 
cient pra€tices, and to worfhip God, for that he gave them leave 
to come to Jerufalem, and to celebrate, all in one body, the feaft 


‘of unleavened bread ; and this he faid was by way of invitation 


only, and to be done of their own good-will, and tor their 


ν᾿ 
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own advantage, and not out of οδοάϊοηςς to him, becaufe it 
would makethem haypy. But if Ifraelites upon the com-_ 
ing of the ambafladors, and upon their laying before them what 
they had in charge from their own king, were ‘fo far from 
complying therewith that they laughed the ambaffadors to 
fcorn, and mocked them as fools ; as alfo they affronted the 
prophets which gave them the fame exhortations, and foretold 
what they would fuffer if they did not return to the worfhip ot 
God, infomuch thatat length they caught them, and flew them : 
nor did this degree of tranigreffing fuffice them, but they had 
more wicked contrivarfces than what have beer defcribed =: 
Nor did they leave off, betore God asa punifhment for their 
impiety, brought them under their enemies ; But of that more 
hereafter. However many there were of the tribe of Manaf- 
feh, and of Zebulon, and of Iffachar, who were obedient to 
what the prophets exhorted them to do, and returned to the 
worlhip of God. Now all thefe came running to Jerufalem, 
to Hezekiah, that they might worfhip God [there |. 
_ 3- When thefe meti were come, king Hezekiah went up into 
the temple, with the rulers, and all the people, and offered for 
himfelf feven’bulls, and as many rams, with fever lambs, and 
as many kids of the goats. The king alfo himfelf, and the ru- 
lers, lard their hands on the heads of the facrifices, and per- 
mitted the priefts to complete the facred offices about them. 
So they both flew the facrifices, and burnt the burnt-offerings, 
while the Levites ftood round about them, with their mufical 
inftruments, and fang hymns to God, and played on their . 
pfalteries, as they were inftruted by David to do, and this 
while the reft of the priefts returned the mufic, and founded 
the trumpets which they had in their hands : And when this 
was done, the king and the multitude threw themfelves down 
upon their face, and worfhipped God. He alfo facrificed fev- 
enty bulls, one hundred rams, and two hundred lambs. He 
alfo granted the multitude facrifices to feaft upon, fix hundred 
oxen, and threethoufand other cattle ; and the priefts pertorm- 
ed things according tothe law. Now the king was fo 
ἃ herewith, that he feafted with the people, and return- 
ed thanks to God: But as the feaft of unleavened bread was 
now come whenthey had offered that facrifice which ts called 
the Paffower, they afterahat offered other facrifices for feven 
days. When the king had beftowéd on the multitude, befides 
what they fan4tified of themfelves, two thoufand bulls, and 
- feven thoufand other cattle, the fame thing was done by theru- 
fers; forthey gave them a thoufand bulls, and athoufand and 
forty other cattle. Nor had this feftival besn fo well obferved 
from the days of king Solomon, as it was now firft obferved 
with great {plendour and magnificence : And when the feftt- 
val was ended, they went out into the country, and purged it; 


and cleanfed the city of all the pollution of the idols. The .— 


king alfo gave order that the daily facrifices fhould be offered, 


- 


,’ 
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at his own charges, and according to the law ; and appointed 

that the tythes, and the firft fruits thould be given by the mul- 

titude to the priefts and Levites, that they might conflantly 

attend upon divine fervice, ‘and never be taken off from the 

worthip of God. Accordingly the multitude brought togeth- 
er all (δ τις of their fruits to the priefts and the Levites. The 
king alfo made garners and receptacles for thefe fruits, and 

diftributed them fo every one of their priefts and Levites, and 

totheir children and wives. And thus did they return to their 
old form of divine worfhip. Now whgn the king had fettled 

thefe matters after the manner already defcribed, he made war 

upon the Philiftines, and beat them,and poffeffed himlelf ot all 

the enemies cities, from Gaza to Gath; but the king of Affyr- 

ia fent to him, and threatened to overturn all his dominions, 

unlefs he would pay him the tribute which his father paid him 

formerly ; but king Hezekiah was not conceraed at his threat- 

enings, but depended on his piety towards God, and upon I- 

faiah the prophet, by whom he enquired, andaccurately knew . 
all future events. And thus much fhall fuffice for the prefent 

@oncerning this king Hezekiah. a 


CHAP. XIV. 


How Shalmanefer took Samaria by force, and how he tran[plan- 
ted the ten tribes into Media, and brought the nation of the Cu- 
- theans into their ceuntry [tn their room|. 
i. VV HEN Shalmanefer, the king of Affyria, had it 
' told him, that [Hofhea], the king of Ifrael 
fent privately to So, the king of Egypt, defiring his affiftance 
againit him, he was very angry, and made an expedition againft 
Samaria, in the feventh year of the reign οἱ Hofhea; but when 
he was not admitted [ into the city | by the king, * he befieged 
Samaria three years and took it by force in the ninth yege of 
the reign of Hofhea. and in the feventh year of Hezekiah 5 
of Jerufalem, and quite demolifhed the government of the If- 
raelites, and tranfplanted all the people into Media, and Per- 
fia, among whom he took king Hofhea alive ; and when he 
had removed thefe people out of this their land, he tran{plant- 
ed other nations vut of Cuthah, a place {fo called, (for there 1s 
[fill] a river of that mame in Perfia), into Samaria, and into 


Φ This fiege of Samaria, though ποθ given a particular account of, either in our 
Hebrew or Greek Biblet, or in Jofephus, was io very long, no lefs than three 
years, that it was no way improbable but that parents, and particularly mothers, 
might therein be reduced to eat their awa children, as the law of Mofes hed threat. 
ened upontheir difobedience, Levit. xtvi. ag Deut. xxviii. 53—57. and as was 
accomplifhed inthe other fhorter fieges of both the capital cities, Jerufatem and 
Samaria, the former mentioned, Jer. xix, 9. Antiq. B. IX. ch.iv, § ¢ and the 


® 
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the country of the Ifraelites, So the ten tribes of the Ifraelites 
were removed out of Judea nine hundred and forty-feven years 
after their forefathers were come out of the land of Egypt, 
and poffeffed themfélves of this country, but eight hundred | 
ears atter Jofhua had been their leader, and, as I have alrea- 
y obferved, two hundred and forty years, even months, and 
feven days, after they had revolted trom Rehoboam, the grand- 
of David, and had given the kingdomto Jeroboam. And — 
fucha conclufion overtook the Ifraelites, when they had tranf- 
reffed the laws, and would not hearken to the prophets, who 
oretold that this calamity would come upon them, if they would 
not leave off their evil doings. _What gave birth to thefe evil 
doings was that {edition which they raifed againit Rehoboam 
the grandfon of David, when they fet u Jero oam his fervant 
to their king, who by finning againft God, and bringing them 
to imitate his bad example made God to be their enemy while 
Jeroboam underwent that punifhment which he juftly deferv- _ 
ed. | | 
2. And now the Xing of Affyria invaded all Syria and Phe- 
nicia in an hoftile manner. The name of this king is alfo fee 
down in the archives of Tyre, for he made an expedition a- 
gainft Tyrein the reign of Eluleus ; and Menander attefts to it, 
who when he wrote his Chronology, and tranflated the archives - 
of Tyre into the Greek language, gives us the following hifto- 
: “ One whofe name was Eluleus, reigned thirty-fix years : 
This king upon the revolt of the Citteans, failed to them, and 
reduced them again toa fubmiflion. Againft theie did the 
king of Affyria fend an army, and in an hoftile. manner over- 
run all Phenicia, but foon made peace with them all, and 
returned back : But Sidon and Ace, and Palztyrus, revolted ; 
and many other cities there were which delivered themfelves 
uptothe king ot Affyria. Accordingly when the Tyrians 
would not fubmit to him, the king returned, and fell upon . 
them again, whilethe Phenicians had furnifhed him with three- 
{coge fhips, and eight hundred mento row them; and when 
th rians had come upon them in twelve fhips, and the ene. 
mies fhips were difperfed, they. took five hundred men prifon- 
ers, and the reputation of all the citizens of Tyre was there- 
by increafed : But the king of Affyria returned and placed 
uards at their river and aqueduéts, who fhould hinder the 
yrians from drawing water. This. continued for five years, 
and ftill the Tyrians bore the fiege, and drank of the water 
they had out of the wells they dug.” And this is what 15 
written in the Tyrian ‘archives concerning Shalmanefer, the 
king of Affyria. 7 
. But now the Cutheans, whoremoved into Samaria, (for 
that is the name they have been called by to this time, becaufe 
they were brought out of the country called Cuthah, which is 
a country of Perfia, and there is ariver of the fame name in it), 
each of them, according to their nations, which were in number 
ou. J. 3 
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five, brought their own gods into Samaria, and by worhhip- 
ping them, as was the cuftom of their own countries, they pro- 
voked Almighty God to beangry and difpleafed at them, for 
a plague feized upon them, by which they were deftroyed; 
and when they found no cure for their miferies, they learned 
by the oracle, that they ought to worfhip Almighty God, as 
the method for their deliverance. So they ferit ambaffadorsto 
the king of Affyria, and defired him to fend them fome of thole 
priefts of the Ifraelites whom he had taken captive. 
when he thereupon fent them, and the people were by them 
taught the laws, and the holy worfhip of God, they wortbip- | 
ped him in a refpeétful manner, and the plague ceafed imme- 
diately ; and indeed they continue to make ufe of the-very fame 
cuftoms to this very time, and are called in the Hebrew tongue 
Cutheans, but in the Greek tongue Samaritans. And when they 
fee the Jews in proiperity, they pretend that they are changed, 
and allied to them, and cali them kinfmen, as though-they were 
derived from Jofeph, and had by that means an original alliance 
with them: But when they fee them falling into z low condition, 
they fay they are no way related to them, and that the jews 
have no right to expe€t any kindnefs or marks of kindred from 
them, but they declare that they are fojourners, that come from 
other countries. But οἱ thefe we fhall have a more feafonable 
opportunity to difcourfe hereafter. 


- 
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BOOK xX, 


Containing the Interval of one hundred and eighty: 
two years and an half. 


[ From the Captivity of the Ten Tribes, to the firft of Cyrvus.] 


CHAP, I. 


How Sennacherib made an Expedition againft Hezekiah ; what 
threatenings Rabfhakeh made to Hezekiah when Sennacherib 
was gone againft the Egyptians ; how Ifaiah the Prophet en- 
couraged him; how Sennacherib, having failed of Juccefs in 
Egypt, returned thence to Ferufalem; and how, upon his 

Sinding his Army deflroyed, he returned home ; and what befel 


him a little afterward. 


§ 1. [2ivasnow the fourteenth year of the government ofHez- 

ekiah, king of the two tribes, when the king of Affyria, 
whofe name was Sennacherib, made an ex pedition againft him 
with a great army, and took all the cities of the tribe of Judah 
and Benjamin by force; and when he was ready to bring his 
army againft Jerufalem, Hezekiah fent ambaffadors to him be- 
fore hand, and promifed to fubmit, and pay what tribute he 
fhould appoint. Hereupon Sennacherib, when he heard of 
what offers the ambaffadors made, refolved notto proceed in 
the war but to accept of the propofals that were made him: An 
if he might receive three hundred talents of filver, and thirty 
talents of gold, he promifed that he would depart in a friendly 
manner ; and he gave fecurity upon oath to the ambafladors 
that he wouldthen dohim no harm, but go away as he came. 
S® Hezekiah fubmitted, and emntied his treafures and fent the 
money, as fuppofing hefhould be freed from his enemy, and 
from any farther diftrefs about his kingdom, Accordingly 
the Affyrian king took it, and yet had no regard to what δ΄ 
had_promifed ; but while he himfelf went to the war againtt 
the Egyptians, and Ethiopians, he left his general Rabfhakeh, 
and two other commanders, with great forces, to deltroy, Jer- 
ufalem. The names of the two other commanders were Tar- 
tan and Rabfaris. : 

2. Now as foon as they were come before the walls, they 
pitched their camp, and fent meffengers to Hezekiah, and de- 
fired that they might {peak with him ; but he did not himfelf 
come out to them for fear, but he fent three of his moft intimate 
friends, the name of one was Eliakim, who was over the king- 
dom, and Shebna, and Joah the recorder. So thefe men came 
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out, and flood over againfl the commanders of the Affyrian ar- 
my ; and when Rabfhakeh faw them, he bid them go and fpeak 
to Hezekiah in the manner following: That ‘* Sennachenb, 
the * great king, deftres to know οἱ him, on whom it 1s that 
he relies and depends in flying from his lord, and will not 
rhim, nor admit his army into the city ? Is it on account 

of the Egyptians, and in bopes that his army would be beaten 
by them ? Whereupon he lets him know, that if this be what 
he ex)pefts he is a toolith man, and like one who leans on a 
broken reed, while fuch an one will not only fall down, but 
will have his hand pierced and hurt by it. That he ought 
to know, he makes this expedition againft him by the will 
of God, who hath granted this favour to him, that he thal] 
overthrow the kingdom of Ifrael, and that in the very fame 
manner he fhall deftroy thofe that are his fubjeéts alfo.” 
When Rabthakeh had miade this f{peech in the Hebrew 
tonguc, tor he was fkilful in that language, Elakim was 
afraid left the multitude that heard him fhould be difturb- 
ed, fo he defired him to fpeak in the Syrian tongue: But the 
general underftanding what he meant, and perceiving the fear 
that he was in, he made his anfwer with a greater and a louder 
Voice, but in the Hebrew tongue: And faid, that “ fince they 
all heard what.were the king’s commands, they would confult 
their own advantage in delivering up themfelves to us, tor it 
is plain that both you and your king diffuade the people from 
fubmitting by vain hopes, and fo induce them to refift; but 
if you be courageous, and think to drive your forces away, 
Iam ready to deliver to you two thoutand of thefe hories that 
are with me for your ufe, if you can fet as many horfemen 
on their backs, and fhew your ftrength, but what you have 
not, you cannot produce. Why therefore do you delay to 
deliver up yourfelves toa fuperior force, who can take you 
without your confent ? although it will be fafer for you to de- 
liver yourfelves up voluntarily, while aforcible capture, when 
you are beaten, mu ft appear more dangerous, and will bring 

arther calamities upon you.” 

4. When the people, as well as the ambaffadors, heard what 
the Affyrian commander faid, they related itto Hezekiah, whe 
thereupon put off his royal apparel, and clothed himlelf with 
fackcloth, and took the habit of a mourner, and, after the man- 
ner of his country, he fell upon his face, and befought God, 
and entreated him to affift them, now they had no other hope 
of relict. He alfo fent fome of his friends, and fome of the 
priefts, to the prophet Ifaiah, and defired, that he would pray 
to God, and offer facrifices tor their common deliverance, and 
fo put up fupplications to him, that he would have indigna- 


* Thistitle of Great Xing, both in our Bibles, o Kings xviii. 19. Ifa. xxxvi. ¢. 
and here in Jofephus, is the very fame that Herodotus gives this Sennachenb, κε 
Spanheim takes notice en this place, 
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tion at the expeftations of their enemies, and have mercy up- 
on his people. And when the prophet had done accordingly, 
an oracle came from God to him, and encouraged the king: 
and his friends that were about him ; and foretold, that “ their 
enemies {hould be beaten without fighting, and fhould go away 
IN an ignominous manner, and not with that infolence which 
they now fhew, for that God would take care that fhould be 
deftroyed.” He alfo foretold, that ‘‘ Sennacherib the king of 
Affyria fhould fail of his purpofe again Egy pt, and that when 
he came home he fhould perith by the {word.’ 

4, About the fame alfo the king of Affyria wrote an epiftle 
to Hezekiah, in which he faid, “ He wasa foolifh man in 
f{uppofing that he thould efcape from being his fervant, fince 

e had already brought under many and great nations ; and he 
threatened, that when he took him, he would utterly. deftroy 
him, unlefs he now opened the gates and willingly received 
his army into Jerufalem.” When he read this epittle, he defpif- 
ed it-on account of the truft that he had in God, but he rolled 
up the epiftle, and laid it up within the temple. And as he 
made his farther prayers to God for the city, and for the pre- 
fervation of all the people, the prophet Ifaiah faid, that "" God 
had heard his prayer, and that he fhould not be * befieged at 
this time by the king of Affyria; that for the future he might 
be fecure of not being at all difturbed by him.; and that the 
people might go on peaceably, and without fear, with their 

ufbandry and other affairs.’’ But after a little while, the 
king of Affyria, when he had failed of his treacherous defigns 
againft the Egyptians, returned home without fuccefs, on the 
following occalion : He {pent a long time jn the fiege of Pe- 
Jufium ; and when the banks that he had raifed over againft the 
walls were οἱ agreat height, and when he was ready to make 
an immediate affault upon them, but heard that Tirhaka, king 
of the Ethiopians, was coming and bringing great forces to 
aid the Egyptians, and was refolved to march through the de- 
fert, and fo to fall direéily upon the Affyrians, this. king Sen- 
nacherib was difturbed at the news, and, asI faid before, left 
Pelufium, and returned back without fuccefs. Now concern- 
ing this Sennacherib, Herodotus alfo fays, in the fecond book 
of his hiftories, ‘‘ How this king came againft the Egyptian 
king, who was the prieft of Vulcan, and that as he was befieg- 


9 What Jofephus fays here, how Ifaiah the prophet affured Hezekiah, that * at 
this time he fhould not be befieged by the king of Affyria, that for the future he 
might be fecure of being not at ail difturbed by him ; and thet [afterward] the 
people might go on peuceably, and without fear, with their husbandry,’ and other 
affairs,” is more diftin® in our other covies, both of the kings and of Ifaiah, and 
deferves very great conlideration, The words are thefe: “ὁ This fhall bea fign 
unto thee ; ye fhall eat this year {uch as groweth of itfelf; and the fecond year that 
which {pringeth of the fame; and in the third year fow ye, and reap, and plant 
vineyards, and eat the fruit thercof,” 2 Kings xix 20. Ifa, xxxvii. go. which ieem 
to me plainly to defign a /abbatic year, a year of Jubilee, next after it, and the fuc- 
ceeding utual labours and fruits of them on the third and following years. 
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sng Pelufium, he broke up the fiege on the foliowing occa- 
fion : this Egyptian prieft prayed to God, and God heard his 
prayer, and tent a judgment upon the Araian king.” But in 
this Herodotus was miftaken when he called this king not kingot 
the Affynans but of the Arabians : For he faith, that “ a mul- 
titude of mice gnawed to pieces in one night both the bows 
and the reft of the armour of the Affyrians, and that it was 
on that account that the king. when he had no bows left, 
drew off his army from Pelufium.”” And Herodotus does in- 
deed give us this hiftory ; nay and Berofus, who wrote of 
the atiairs of Chaldea, makes mention οἱ this king Sennachenb, 
and that he ruled over the Affy mans, and that be made an exe 
pedition againft all Afia and Egy pt; and * fays thus : 

_§. ** Now when Sennacherib was returning from his Egyp- 
tian warto Jerufalem, he found hisarmy under Rabfhakeh his 
general in danger [by aplague, for] God had fent a peftilen- 
tial diflemper upon his army ; and on the very firft night of 
the fiege, an hundred fourfcore and five thoufand, with their 
Captains and generals, were deftroyed : So the king was ma 
great dread, and in a terrible agony at this calamity ; and be- 
10g in great fear for his whole army, he fled with the reft of his 
forces to his own kingdom, and to his city Nineveh: And 
when he had abode there a little while, he was treacheroufly 
aflaulted and died by the hands of his elder fons ὁ Adramme- 
Jech and Serafer, and was flain in his own temple, which was 
called Arafke. Nowthefe fons ot his were driven away on ac- 
count of the murder of their father by the citizens, and went 
snto Armenia, while Aflarachoddas took the kingdom of Sen. 
nacherib.” And this proved to be the conclufion of this A flyr. 
jan expedition againft the people of Jerufalem, 


CHAP. If. 


How Hezekiah was fick, and ready to die ; and how God below. 
ed upon him fifteen years longer life, [and fecured that Prom. 
tle] by the going back of the fhadow ten degrees. 


§ 1. No” king Hezekiah being thus delivered, after a 

furprifing manner, fromthe-dread he was tn, offer- 
ed thank-offering to God, with all his people, becaufe nothing 
elfe had deftroyed fome of their enemies, and made the reft {fo 
fearful of undergoing the fame fate, that they departed from 


® That this terrible calamity of the flaushter of the :85,000 Affyrians is here 
delivered in the words of Berofus the Chaldean ; and that it was certainly and tre- 
quently foretold by the Jewish prophets, and that it was certainly and undeniably 
sccomplished, fee Authent Rec. part II pace 858. 

t+ We are here to take notice, that thefe two fous of Sennacherih, that ren away 
into Armenia, became tie heads of two famous fami!ies there, the Arzerunii sod 
the Genunii ; of which ice the particular hiftories in Mofes Chorenenfis, p. Ga 
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Jetufalem, but that divine affiftance : Yet while he was very " 
zealous and diligent about the worfhip of God, did he foon 
afterward fall into a fevere * diftemper, infomuch that the 
hyficians defpaired of him, and expe&ed no good iffue of 
Ris ficknefs, as neither did his friends : And befides the dif. 
temper itfelf, there was a very melancholy circumftance 
that difordered the king, which was the confideration that he 
was childlefs, and was going to die, and leave his houfe and 
his government withoat a fucceffor of his own body : So he 
was troubled at the thoughts of this his condition’, and lamen- 
ted himfelf, and entreated of God that he would prolong his 
life for a little while till he had fome children, and not fuffer 
him to depart this life before he was become a father. Here- 
upon God had mercy upon him, and accepted of his fuppli- 
cation, becaufe the trouble he was underat his fuppofed death 
was not becaufe he was foon to leave the advantages he enjoy- 
ed inthe kingdom, nordid he on that account pray that he 
might have a longer life afforded him, but in order to have 
fons, that might receive the government afterhim. And God 
fent Ifaiah the prophet, and commanded him to inform Heze- ! 
kiah. That “ within three days time he fhould get clear of his’ 
diftemper, and fhould {urvive it fifteen years, and that he fhould 
have children alfo.” Now upenthe prophet's faying this, as God 
had commanded him, he could hardly believe it, both on account 
of the diftemper he was under, which was very fore, and by rea- 
fon ot the furprifing nature οἱ what was told him; fohe defired | 
that Ifaiah would give him fome fign or wonderthat he might be- 
lieve him in what he had faid, and be fenfible that he came from 
God ; tor things that are beyond expeflation, and greater 
than our hopes, are made credible by the a&tions of like nature. 
And when Ifaiah had afked him, What fign he defiredto be 
exhibited ? he defired that he would make the fhadow of the 
fun which he had already made to go down ten fieps for de- 
gtees| in hishoufe, tot return again to the fame place, and to 


# Jofephus, ang all our copies, place the Ackne/s of Hezekiah after the defrudion 
ef Sennacherib’s army, becaufe it appears to have been after his fir affault, as he was 
going into Arabia and Egypt, where he pushed his conquefts δὲ far ast would 

Ὁ, and in order to difpatch his ftory altogether ; yet does no copy but this of Jo- 
hus’s fay it was after that deftru€tion, but only that it happened tn thofe days, of 
about that time of Hezekiab’s life. .Nor will the fifteen years prolongation of his 
life aftes, his ficknefs, allow that ficknefs to have been later than the former part of 
the 1 5th year of his reign, fince chronology does not allow himinall above 29 
and a few months, wheteas the firft affault of Sennachesib was on the 14th 

yeas of Hezekiah, but the deftru@ion of Sennacherib’s army was nos till his 18th 


ear. 

y + Asto this regrefs of the shadow, cither upon a fun-dial, or the fleps of the 
foyal, palace builz by Ahaz, whether it were phylically done by the real miraculous 
revolution of the earth in its diurual motion backward from eaft to weft for a 
while; and i& return again to its old natural revolution from weit to eaft, or wheth- 
er it were not apparent only, and performed by an aerial pho(phorus, which imi- 
tated the {un’s motign backward, while a cloud hid the real fun, cannot mow be 
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make it as it was before. And when the prophet prayed to God 
to exhibit this fign tothe king, he faw what he defired to fee, 
and was freed trom his diflemper, and went up to the temple, 
where he worfhippcd God and made vows to him. 

2. At this time it was that the dominion of the Affyrians * 
was overthrown by the Medes , bu: of thefe things I {hall treat 
elfewhere. But the king. of Babylon, whofe name was Bala- 
daz, fent ambafladors to Hezekiah, with prefents, and defired 
he would be his ally and his friend. So he received the am- 
baffadors gladly and made thema feaft, and fhewed them his 
trea{ures, and his armoury, and the other wealth he was poffef- 
fed of, in precious ftones, and in gold, and gave them prefents 
to be carried to Baladan, and fent them back tohim. Upon 
which the prophet Hlaiah came to him, and enquired of him, 
“ Whence thofe ambaffadors came ? To which he replied, 
That“ they came fram Babylon, from-the king; and that he 
had fhewed them all he had, that by the fight οἱ his riches and 
forces he might thereby guefs at {the plenty he was in}, and 
be able to intorm the king of it.” But the prophet rejoined, 
and faid, “ Know thou, that, after a little while, thefe riches of 
thine fhall be carried away to Babylon, and thy pofterity fhall 
be made eunuchs there, and lofe their manhood, and be ferv- 
ants to the king of Babylon, for that God foretold, fuch things 
‘would come to pafs.” Upon which words Hezekiah was 
troubled, and faid, That ‘* he was himfelf unwilling that his 
nation fhould fall into fuch calamities, yet fince it is not pof- 
ble to alter what God had determined, he prayed that there 
might be peace while he lived.’”” Berofus alfo makes mention 

f this Baladan king of Babylon, Now asto this prophet, [ I- 
faiah], he was by the confeffion of all a divine and wonderful 
‘man in {peaking truth ; and out of the affurance that he had 
never written what was falfe he wrote down all his prophe- 
fies, and left them behind him in books, that their accom- 
plifhment might be judged of from the events by pofterity : 


as if this miracle had never happened. After all, this wonderful fignal was not, it 
feems, peculiar to Judea, but cither feen, or at leaft heard of at Babylon alfo, as ap- 
pears by 2. Chr, xxxii 81, where we learn, that the Babylonian ambaffadors were 
fent to Hezekiah, among other things, to inquire of the wonder that was dene in the 
and. 

Φ This expreffion of Jofephus’s, that the Medes, upon this deftru@ion of the 
Affyrian army, overthrew the Affyrian empire, feems to be too ftrong; for al- 
though they immedistely caft off the Affyrian yoke, and {et up Deioces a King of 
their own, yet was it {ome time before the Medes and Babylonians overthrew Nia- 
eveh, and fome generations ers the Medes and. Perfians under Cyaxares and Cyrus 

‘overthrew the Agsyrian or Babylonian empire and took Babylun. 
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Nor did this prophet do fo alone, but the others, which were 
twelve in number, did the fame. And whatfoever is done a- 
mong us, whether it be good, or whether it be bad, comes to 
pals according to their prophefies; but of every one of thefe 
we fhall fpeak hereafter. 


CH AP, Ill. 


How Manafeh reigned after Hezekiah; and how, when he was 
ἐπ Captivity, he returned to God, and was reflored tohis King 
dom and left it to [hts fon] Amon. 


4 1. W HEN king Hezekiah had furvived the interval of time 
already mentioned, and had dwelt all that time ‘in 
peace, he died, having completed fifty-four years of his lite, 
and reigned twenty-nine : But when his fon Manaffeh, whofe 
mother's name was Hephzibah, of Jerulalem, had taken the 
kingdom, he departed trom the condu@ of his father and fell 
into a courfe of lite quite contrary thereto, and fhewed him. 
felt in his manners moft wicked in all refpe€ts, and omitted'no 
fort of impiety, but imitated thofe tran{greflions of the Ifrael- 
ites, by the commiffion of which againft God, they had been 
deftroyed ; for he was fo hardy as to defile the temple of God 
- and the city, and the whole country ; for, by fetting outfrom . 
a contempt of God, he barbaroufly flew all the righteous men 
that were among the Hebrews ; nor would he {pare the prophets, 
for he every day flew fome of them; till Jerufalem was over- 
flown with blood. So God was angry at thefe proceedings, 
and fent prophets to the king, and to the multitude, by whom 
he threatened the very fame calamities to them, which their 
brethren the Ifraelites, upon the like affronts offered to God, 
were now under. But thele men would not believe their words, 
by which belief they might have reaped the advantage of ef. — 
caping all thofe miferies, yet did they in earneft learn that - 
what the prophets had told them was true. ° 
2. And when they perlevered in the fame courfe of life, God 
raifed up war againit them, from the king of Babylon and 
Chaldea, who fent an army againft Judea, and laid wafte the 
country ; and caught king Manaffeh by treachery, and order- 
ed him to be brought to him, and bad him under his power to 
infliQ what punifhment he pleafed upon him. But then it was 
that Manaffeh perceived what a miferable condition he was 
in, and efteeming himfelf the caufe of all, he befought God 
to render his enemy humane and mercitulto him. According. 
_ly God heard his prayer, and granted him what he prayed for, 
ὡς Manaffeh was releafed by the king of Babylon, and efcap- 
ed the danger he was in : And when he was come to Jerufalem, 
he endeavoured, if it were poffible, tocaft out of his memo 
thofe his former finsagainft God, of which he now repented, 
νοι. I. 3 
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and to apply himfelf to a very religious life. He fan@ified the 
temple, and purged the city, and tor the remainder of his days 
he was intent on nothing but to return his thanks to God for 
his deliverance; and to preferve him propitious to mim all his life 
long. He alfo inftrufted the multitude to do the fame, as having 
very nearly experienced what a calamity he was fallen into by a 
eontrary condutt. He alfo rebuilt the altar, and offered the legal 
facrifices,as Mofes commanded. And when he had re-eftablifhed 
what concerned the divine worfhip, as it ought to be, he took 
care of the fecurity of Jerufalem: He did not only repair the 
old walls with great diligence, but added another wall to the 
former. Healflo built very lofty towers, and the garrifoned 

laces before the city he engthened, not only in other re- 
pe&s, but with provifions of all forts that they wanted. And 
indeed, . when he had changed his former courfe, he fo led’ 
his life tor the time to come, that from the time of his return 
to piety towards God, he was deemed an happy man, and a 
pattern for imitation : When therefore he had lived fixty-fev- 
en years, he departed this life, having reigned fifty-five years, 
and was buried in his own garden ; and the kingdom care to 
his fon Amon, whofe mother’s name was Mefhutemeth, of the 


city of Jotbath. 


CHAP. IV. 


How Amon reigned inftead of Manaf[eh; and after Amon ragn- 
ed Foftah ; he was both righteous and religious. As alfo con- 
cerning Huldak the prophetefs. 


§ 1. HIS Amon imitated thofe works of his father which 

she infolently did when he was young : So he had a 
con{piracy made againft him by his own fervants, and was 
flain in his own houfe, when he had. lived twenty-four years, 
and of them had reigned two: But the multitude punifhed 
thofe that flew Amon, and buried him with his father, and 
gave the kingdom to his fon Jofiah, who was eight years old. 
Fis mother was of the city Bofcath ; and her name was fed- 
tdak. He was of a moft excellent dif pofition, and naturally 
virtuous and followed the a@tions of king David, as ἃ pattern 
and a rule to him in the whole condué&t af his life. And wher 
he was twelve years old, he gave demonitrations of his reli- 
gious and righteous behaviour ; for he brought the people to 
ἃ fober way of living, and exhorted them to leave off the opin- 
. 1on they had of their idols, becaufe they were not gods, but 
to worlhip their own God. And by reflefting on the aftions 
of his progenitors,he prudently corre&ted what they did wrong, 
hike a very elderly man, and fike one abundantly able to un- 
derfiand what was fit to be dome, and what he found they had 
welldone, he obferved all the country over, and imitated the 
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fame. And thus he aéted in following the wifdom and fagaci- 
ty of his own nature, and in compliance with the advice and 
inftruétion of the elders ; for by following the laws it was that 
he fucceeded fo well in the order of his government, and in 
lety with regardto the divine worlhip. And this happened ᾿ 
ecaufe the tranfgreffions of the former kings were feen no 
more, but quite vanifhed away ; forthe king went about the 
city, and the whole country, and cut down the groves, which 
were devoted to ftrange gods, and overthrew their altars ;*and 
if there were any gifts dedicated to them by his forefathers, he . 
made them ignominious, and plucked them down, and by 
this means he brought the people back trom their opinion a- 
bout them to the worlhip of God. He alfo offered his accuf- 
#omed facrifices and burnt-offerings upon the altar. Moreo- 
ver, he ordained certain judges and overfeers, that they might 
order the matters to them {feverally belonging, and have re- 
_ gard to juftice above all things, and diftribute it with the fame 
concern they would have about their own foul. He alfo fent 
overall the country, and defired fuch as pleafed to bring gold 
and filver for the repairs ot the temple, according to every 
one’s inclinations and abilities: And when the money was 
brought in, he made one Maafeiah the governor of the city, 
and Shaphav the fcribe, and Joah the recorder and Eliakim 
the high prieft, curators of the temple and οἵ the charges con- 
tributed thereto : Who made no delay, nor put the work off 
at all, but prepared architeéts, and whatfoever was proper for 
thofe repairs, and fet clofely about the work. So the temple 
was repaired by this means and became a publick demontftra- 
tion of the king’s piety. ᾿ 
2. But when he was now in the eighteenth year of his reign, — 
he fent to Eliakim the high-prieft, and gave order, that out of 
what money was overplus, he fhould caft cups and dithes, and 
vials, for miniftiation Fin the temple ; and befides, that the 
fhould bring all the gold or filver which was among the treaf- 
ures, and expend that alfo in making cups and thelike veffels ? 
But as the high prieft was bringing out the gold, he light up- 
on the holy books of Mofes that were laid up in the temple, 
and when he had brought them out, he gave them to Shaphan 
the {cribe, who, when he had read them, came to the king, 
and informed him that all was finifhed which he had ordere 
tobe done. He alfo read over the books to him, who when 
he had heard’ them read, rent his garment : and called for E- 
liakim the high-prieft, and for [Shaphan | the fcribe and for 
certain rother | o his moft particular friends, and fent them to 
Huldah the prophetefs, the wife of Shallum (which Shallum 
was aman of dignity,and of an emminent family), and bid 
them go to her and fay, That [he defired] ‘* the would ap- 
eafe God, and endeavour torender him propitious to them, 
or that there was caufe to tear, left, upon the tranfgreflion of 
the laws of Mofes by their forefathers, they fhould bein per- 
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il of going into captivity, and of being caft out of their own 
country ; left they fhould be in want of all things, and fo end 
their days miferably.”"”. Whenthe prophetefs had heard this 
from the meffengers that were fent to her by the king, fhe bid 
them go back to the king, and fay That ‘* God had alread 
given fentence againft them, to deftroy the people, and cai 
them out of their country, and deprive them of all the happi- 
πείς they enjoyed ; which fentence none could fet afide by 
any prayers of theirs fince it was paffed on account of their 
tranfgreffions of the laws, and of their not having repented im 
fo long atime, while the prophets had exhorted them to a- 
mend, and had foretold the punifhment that would enfue on 
their impious practices ; whichthreatening God would cer- 
tainly execute upon them, that they might be perfuaded that 
he is God, and had not deceived them in any refpe@ as to 
what he had denounced by his prophets: that yet, becaufe 
jJofiah was a righteous man he would at prefent delay thofe 
calamities, but that after his death, he would fend on the nmulti- 
tude what miferies he had determined for- them ” 

3. Sothefe meffengers upon this prophecy of the woman, 
came and told it tothe king ; whereupon he {ent to the people 
every wheye, and ordered that the priefts andthe Levites 
fhould come together to Jerufalem ; and commanded that 
thole ofevery age fhouldbe prefent alfo: And when they 
. were gathered together, he firft read to them the holy books ; 
after which he ftvod upon a pulpit, in the midft ot the multi- 
tude. and obliged them to make a covenant, with an oath, that 
they would worfhip God and keep the laws of Mofes. Ac- 
cordingly, they gave their affent wilhngly, and undertook to 
do whatthe king had recommended tothem. Sothey 1im- 
mediately offered facrifices and that after an acceptable man- 
ner, and befought God to be gracious and merciful to them. 
He alfo enjoined the high-prieft, that if there remained in the 
temple any veffel that was dedicated to idols, or to foreign 
gods, they fhould caft it out : So when a great number of fuch 
, Vellels were got together, he burnt them, and fcattered their 
athes abroad, and flew the priefts of the idols, that were not of 
the family of Aaron. ; 

4 And when he had done thus in Jerufalem, he came into 
the country, and utterly deftroyed what buildings had been 
made therein by king Jeroboam, in honour of ftrange gods ; 
and he burnt the bones ot the falfe prophets upon that altar 
which Jeroboam firft built. And asthe prophet [Jadon], 
who came to Jeroboam when he was offering facrifice, an 
when all the people heard him, foretold what would come to 
pafs, viz. That “ aceitain man of the houfe of David, Jof- 
ah by name, fhould do what is here mentioned.” And it hap- 
pened that thofe prediftions took effe& after three bundred 
and fixty-one years. 


5. After thefe things, Jofiah went alfoto fuch other Ifreael- 
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ites as had efcaped captivity and flavery under the Affyrians, 
and perfuaded them to defift trom their impious pra@ices, 
and to leave off the honours they payed to ftrange gods, but to 
worthip rightly theirown Almighty God, and adhere to him. 
He alfo fearched the houfes and the villages, and the cities, out 
of a fufpicion that fomebody might have one idol or other im 

rivate ; nay indeed, he took away the * chariots [οἱ the fun} 
that were {fet up in his royal palace ; which his predeceffors 
had framed, and what thing foever there was befides which 
they worfhipped as a god. And when he had thus purg- 
ed all the country, he called the people to Jerufalem 
and there celebrated the feaft of unleavened bread, and 
that called the Paffover. He alfo gave the people tor pafchal 
facrifices young kids of the goats and lambs, thirty thoufand 
and three thoutand oxen for burnt-offerings. The principal 
οἵ the priefts allo gave to the priefts againit the paflover two 
thoufand and fix hundred lambs ; the principal οἱ the Levites 
alfo gave to the Levites five thoufand lambs, and five hundred 
oxen, by which means there was plenty of facrifices; and 
they offered thofe facrifices according to the laws of Mofes, 
while every prieft explained the matter, and miniftered to the . 
multitude. And indeed there had been no other feftival thus 
celebrated by the Hebrews trom the times of Samuelthe pro- 
phet ; and the plenty of facrifices now was the occafion that 
all things were pertormed according to the laws, and according 
to the cuitom of their forefathers. So when Jofiah had atter 
this lived in peace, nay, in riches and reputation alfo among all 
men, he ended his lite in the manner following : 


2a i 


CHAP. V. 
How Ζοβαὰ fought with Neco [king of Esypt , and was woun- 


ded, and diced in α little time afterwar salfo how Neco 
carried Fehoahaz, who had been made hing, into Egypt, and 
delivered the kingdom to Fehoiakim: And [laflly| concern- 
ing Ferentiah and Ezehel, 


41. New Neco, king of Egypt, raifed an army, and mar- 
ched to the river Euphrates, in order to fight with 
the Medes and Babylonians, who had t overthrown the do- 


* It is bard to reconcile the account in the fecond boek of Kings, ch. xxiii. 116 
with this account in Jofephus, and to tranflate this paflage truly in Jofephus, whofe 
copies are fuppofed to be here imperfe& : However, the general tenfe of both 
feems to be this, that there were certain chariots, with their horfes, dedicated te the 
idol of the fun, or to Moloch’; Which idol might be carried about ia procession, 
and wor(hipped by the people ; which chariots were now taken away, as Jofe- 
phus ys or, as the book of Kings fays, durnt arth fire by 7οβαλ. 

+ This is a remarkable paffage of chronology in Jofephus, that about the latter 
ead of the reign of Jofiah, the Medes and Babylonians overthrew the empire of the 
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minion of the Affyrians, for he had a defire to reign over Afia. 
Now when he was come to the city Mendes, which belonged 
to the kingdom of Jofiah, he brought an army to hinder him 
from pafling through his own country, in his expedition a- 
gainit the Medes. Now Neco fent an herald to Jofiah, and 
told him, That ‘‘ he did not make this expedition againft him, 
but was making hafteto Euphrates ; and defired that he would 
not provoke him to fight againft him, becaufe he ob&rufted 
his march to the place whither he had refolved to go.” But 
Jofiah did not admit of this advice of Neco’s, out put himfel f 
into a pofture to hinder him from his intended march. I fup- 
pofe it was fate that pufhed him on to this condu@, that it 
might take an occafion againft him ; for as he was fetting his 
* army in array, and rode about in his chariot, trom one wing 
of his army to another, one of the Egyptians thot an arrow at 
him, and put an end to his eagernels of fighting ; for being 
forely wounded, he commanded a retreat to be founded for 
his army, and returned to Jerufalem, and died of that wound ; 
and was magnificently buried in the fepulchre of his fathers, 
when he had lived thirty-nine years, and of them had reigned 
thirty-one. But all the people mourned greatly for him,la- 
menting and grieving on his account many days: And Jer- 
emiah the prophet, compofed ἐ an elegy to lament him, which 
is extant till this time alfo. Moreover, this prophet denoun- 
ced betorehand the fad calamitics that were coming upon 
the city. He alfo left behind himin writing a defcription of 
that deftruétion of our nation which has lately happened in 
our days, and the taking of Babylon; nor was he the only 
prophet who delivered fuch predi<tions beforehand to the mul- 
titude, but fo did Ezekiel alfo, who was the firft perfon that 
wrote, and left behind him in writing two books concerning 
thefe events. Now thefe two prophets were priefts by birth, 
but of them Jeremiah dwelt in Jerufalem, from the thirteenth 
year of the reign of Jofiah, until the city and temple were ut- 
terly deftroyed. However. as to what befel this prophet, we 
will relate it in its proper place. ᾿ 

8. Upon the death of Jofiah, which we have already men- 
tioned, his fon, Jehoahaz by name, took the kingdom ;; bei 
about twenty-three years old. He reigned in Jerufalem ; 
his mother was Hamutal. of the city Libnah. He wasan im- 

ious man, and impure in his courfe of life ; but as the king of 
ypt returned from the battle, he fent for Jehoahaz to come 


Affyrians; or, in the words of Tobit’s continuator, that ‘ before Tobias died, 
heard of the deftra@ion of Nineveh, which was taken by Nebuchodonofor the 
Babylonian, and Affuerus the Mede, Tob. xiv. 15." See Dean Prideaux Coa- 
nexion at the year 612. 

_ © This battle is juftly efteemed the very fame that Herodotus, B. I1. § 156. τοῦθ» 
tions, when he fays, that ‘* Necao joined battle with the Syrians [or Jews} at Mage 
dolum [Megiddo,] and beat them,” as Dr Hudfon here obferves 

+ Whether Jofephus, from ¢ Chron. xxxv es. here means the book{of the Lames 
tations of Jeremiah ftill extant, which chiefly belongs to the deftru@ion of μοί» 
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tohim tothe city called * Hamath, which befongs to Syria ; 
and when he was come, he put him in bands, and delivered 
the kingdom toa brother of his, by the father’s fide, whofe 
name was Eliakim, and changed his name to Fehkotakim, and 
laid atrrbute upon the land of an hundred talents of filver, 
and a talent of gold, andthe fum of money Jehoiakim paid by 
way ot tribute ; but Neco carried away Jehoahaz into E ypt, 
where he died when he had reigned three months and ten days. 
Now Jehoiakim’s mother was called Zebudak; of the city Ru- 
mah. He was of a wicked difpofition, and ready to do mif- 
chief : Nor was he either religious towards God, or good na- 
tured towards men. ΝΕ 


CHAP. VI. 


How Nebuchadnezzar, whenhe had Conquered the hing of E- 
Egypt, made an Expedition againft the "Jews, and flew Fehoie 
akim, and made Jehoiachin his fon hing. 


ὁ 1. Now in-the fourth year of the reign of Jehoiakim, 
one whofe name was Nebuchadnezzar, took the 
_ government over the Babylonians, who at the fame time went 
up with-a great army to the city Carchemifh, which was at 
Euphrates, upon a refolution he had taken to fight with Neco 
king of Egypt, under whom all Syria then was. And when 
Neco underftood the intention of the king of Babylon. and 
that this expedition was made againft him, he did not defpife his 
attempt but made hafte with a great band of men to Euphrates 
to detend himfelf from Nebuchadnezzar ; and when they had 
joined battle, he was beaten, and loft many ten thoufands [of~ 
his foldiers | inthe battle. So the king of Babylon paffed o- 
ver Euphrates, and took all Syria, as far as Pelufium, excepting 
Judea. But when Nebuchadnezzar had already reigned four 
ears, which was the εἰσ. ἢ of Jehoiakim’s government over the 
ebrews, the king of Babylon made an expedition with migh- 
ty forces againft the Jews, and required tribute of Jehoiakim, 
and threatened on his refufalto make war againft him. He 
was affrighted at his threatening, and bought his peace with 
money, and brought the tribute he was ordered to bring for 
three years. 
2. But on the third year, upon hearing that the king of the. 
Babylonians made an expedition againft the Egy ptians, he did 


lem under Nebuchadnezzar, or to any other like melancholy poem now loft, bat 
extant in the days of Jofephus, belonging peculiarly to Jofiah, cannot new be de- 
termined. 

® This ancient city Hamath, which is joined with Arpad, or Aradus, end 
with Damafcus, 2 Kings xviii. 94. Ifa. χχχνὶ 19. Jer. xlix. 2g. cities of Syre 
ia and Phenicia, near the borders of Judea, was allo itfelf evidently near the fame 
borders, though long ago utterly deftroyed, 
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not pay his tribute, yet was he difappointed of his hope, for 
the tians durft not fight at this time. And indeed the 

het Jeremiah foretold every day, how vainly they relied 
on their hopes from Egypt, and how the city would be over- 
thrown by the king of Babylon, and Jehoiakim the king would 
_ be fubdued by him. But what he thus fpake proved to be of 
no advantaye to them, becaufe there were none that fhould ef- 
cape ; for both the multitude, and the rulers when they heard 
him, had no concern about what they heard, but being difpleaf- 
ed at what was faid, as if the prophet were a diviner againft the 
king, they accufed Jeremiah, and bringing him before the 
court they required that a fentence and a punifhm:nt might 
be given againithim. Now all the reft gave their votes for 
his condemnation, but the elders refufed, who prudently fent 
away the prophet from the court of [the prifon], and perfua- 
ded the reft to do Jeremiah no harm: For they iaid, that “ he 
was not the only perfon who foretold what would come to the 
city, but that Micah fignified the fame before him, as well as 
many others, none of which {uffered any thing of the kings 
that then reigned, but were honoured as the prophets of God.” 
So they mollified the multitude with thefe words, and deliv- 
ered Jeremiah from the punifhment to which he was condem- 
ned. Now when this prophet had written all his prophecies, 
and the people were fafting, and aflembled at the temple, on 
the ninth month of the filth year of Jehotakim, he read the 
book he had compofed of his predi&tions, of what was to he- 
- fal the city, and the temple, and the multitude. And when the 
rulers heard of it, they took the book from him, and bid him 
and Baruch the fcribe to go their ways, left they fhould be dif- 
eovered by one or other ; but they carried the book, and gave 
it to the king ; fo he gave order. in the prefence of his triends, 
that his fcribe fhould take it, and read it. When the king 
heard what it contained, he was angry, and tore it, and caft it 
into the fire, where it was confumed. He alfo commanded 
that they fhould feek for Jeremiah, and Baruch the fcribe, and 
bring t to him, that they might be punifhed. However 
they efcaped his anger. 

3. Now a little time afterward, the king of Babylon made 
an expedition againft Jehoiakim, whom he received [into the 
city |, and this out of fear of the foregoing prediétions of this 
prop ἐν as fuppoling that he fhould fuffer nothing that was 
terrible, becaufe he neither fhut the gates, aor fought againt 
him ; yet when he was come intothe city hedid not obferve 
the covenants he had made, but he flew fuch as were in the 
flower of their age, and fuch as were of the ‘greateft dignity, 
together with their king Jehoiakim, whom he commanded to 
be thrown before the walls, without any burial ; and made his 
fon Jehoiachin king of the country, and of the city : He alfo 
took the principal perfons in dignity for captives, three thou- 
fand in number, and led them away to Babylon ; among which 
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_, was the prophet Eagkiel, who was then but young. Aha this 
was the end of king Jeéhiakim, when he had lived thirty-fix 
years, and of them reigned eleven ; but Jehoiachin fucceed. 
ed him in the kingdom, ‘whofeqothef’s name was Nehuhhta ;. 
She was a citizen of Jerufalem. He reigned three months an 

ten days. 


CHAP. VU. 


That the hing of Babylon repented of making 7 ἐριαρλέπι king, 
᾿ς and took htm away to Babylon, and delivered the hingdom to 
Zedekiah. This hing would not believe what was predifed 
by Feremah and Ezekiel, but joined himfelf to the Esyptians ; 
who, when they cameinto Judea, were vanquifhed by the hing 

of Babylon ; As also what befel Jeremiah. 


δ τ. Bur a terror feized on the king of Babylon, whoMed giv- 

en the kin ἀν; ΕἿΣ ehoiachin,and that immediately : He 
was atraid that he fhouid:bear him a grude, becaufe of his kil- 
Jing his father, and thereupon fhouldwmake the country revolt 
from him ; whefefore he [Ἐπὶ an arm; and befieged Jehoia- 
chin to’ Jerufalem: but becaufe he was of a gentle and juft 
difpofition, he did not defire to fee the city endangered on hi 
account, but he teak his mother, and kindred, and deliveec 
them tothe commanders fent by the king of Babylon, and 
accépted of their oaths, that neither-fhould they fuffer any 
harm nor the city ; which agreement they did not obferve tor 
a fingle- year, for the king.pt Babyloy did not keep it but 
gave ofders: to his generals to take alf*that were inthe city 
captives, both the youth, and the handicrattfmen, and bring 
them bound to him Theirnumber was ten thoufand eight 
hundred" and thirty-two : As alfo Jehoiachin, and his mother 
and friends: And when thefe were brought to him, he, kept 
them in cuftody. and appointed Jehoiachin’s uncle Zedekiah 
to be King : and made him take an oath, that he weuld ceftain- 
ly- keep the kingém for him, and make ne innovation, nog 
have any league. of frietfd hip withthe Egyptians. 

.2. Now Zedekiah was twenty and one years old when he 
took the government: And had the fame mother with his bro- 
ther Jehoiakim, but was a defpifer of juftice, and of his 
duty, for truly -thofe of the fame age with him were wicked 
about him, and théwholé multitude did what unjuft and info- 
lent things they pleafed ; for which reafonthe prophet Jere. 
miah came often to him, and protefted to him, and infifted, 
That ‘* he muft leave’ off his impieties and tranfgreffions, 
and take care of what was night, and neither give ear to the 
rulers, (among whome were wicked men), nor give credit to 
their falfe prophets, who deluded them, as if the king ot Bab- 
ylon woul make no more war againft them, and as if the E- 
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gy ptians would make war againft.bim andonquer him, fince' 
what they faid was not trye, and the events would not prove 
fuch[as they expefted],”’ Now as to.Zedekiah himfelf, while 
he heard the prophet fpeak he befieved hing, and agreed to 
every thing as true and fuppofed it was for his advantage ; 
but then his triends perverted him, and diffuaded him from 
what the prophet advjfed, and obliged him t do what they 
pleafed. Ezekiel alfo foretold in Babylon what calamities 
were coming upon the people, which when he heard, he fent 
accounts ofthem into Jerufalem; but Zedekiah did not be- 
lieve their prophecies, for the reafons following : It happen- 
ed that the two prophets agreed with one anotherin what 
they faid as inall other things, that the city fhould be taken, 
and Zedekiah himfelf fhould be taken captive. but Ezekiel 
dilagreed with him, and διά, That “ Zedekiah fhould not 
fee Babylon,” while. Jeremiah faid to him, That‘ the kin 
of Babylon fhould carry him away thither in bonds.” An 
becaufg: they did not both fay the fame thing as to this cir- 
cumftance, he difbelieved what the? bak appeared to agree in, 
and condemned them as not fpeakifg truth therein, although 
all the things foretold ἰδ did come to pafs, according to thesr 
prophecies, as we fhall fhew upon ἃ fitter ppportunity.. 

3. Now when Zedekiah preferved ‘the keague of mutual af- 
fiftance he had made with the Babylonians, fer eight years, he 
bgake it, and revolted to the Egyptians, inghepes, by their af- 
fiftance, of overcomingthe Babylonians. hen the king of 
Babylon knew this, he made war againft him, he laid his coun- 
try wafle, and took his fortified towns, and came to the ci 
Jerufalem itfelf to Hefiege it; But when the king of 
gypt heard what circumftances Zcdekiah his ally was in, he 
took ‘a great army withhim, and came, jnto Judea, asif he 
would raife the fiege ; upon which the kingot Babylon de- 
parted trom lerufalem, and met the Egyptians, atjd joined 
battle with them, and beat them, and when he had put them to 
flight, he purfued them, and drove them out of all Syria. Now 
as foon as the king of Babylon was departed from ἔρθει, ; 
the falfe prophets deceived Zedekiah, faid, at “‘ the 
king ot Babylon would nggany more make egr agggait him or 
Ris people, nor temove them ott of -their own céfntry mto 
Babylon, and that thofe then in captivity would.seturn, with 
all thofe veffels of the temple, of which the, king’of Babyl@ 
had defporled that temple.” But Jeremiah came amggg them, 
and prophefied what contradiéted thofe pxédiétions, ¥ what 
proved to be true, That “ they did ill and deluded the king ; 
that the Egyptians would be of no advantage to them, but that 
the king οἱ Babylon would renew the war againft “Terafalem, 
and befiege it again, and would deflroy the people by famine, 
aod carry away thofe that remained into captivity, and woul 
take away what they had as {poils, and would earry off thofe 
. riches that were in thetemple; nay that, befides this, he would 
burn it, and utterly overthrow the city, and that they fhould 
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ferve hira-and his pOfterigy {eventy years ; that then the Per- 


. Gans and the Medes fhoul@ put an end to their fervitude, and 


éverthrow the Babylonians, and that we fhall be difmilfed, and 
yeturh to this Jand, and * rebuild the temple, and reftore Je- 
rulalem.” When. Jereniiah faid this, the greater par: believed 
him, but the rulers, and thofe that were wicked, defpifed him, 
as one dxfordert¥d in his fenfes. Now he had ‘refolved to go 
elfewhere, to his own country. which was called <Anathoth, 


> and was-ewenty furlongs diftant from Jerudalem ; and as he 


was going, one οἱ the rulers met him. and feized upon him, and 
acculed him falfely, as though hewere going asa deferterto | 
the Babylonians ; Jeremiah faid, that he accufed him falfely, 
and added, that he was only going to his own country, 
but the-dther would not believe. μη, δας feized upon 
him, andled him away to the ‘tulers, and laid an a¢chia- 
tion againft him, under whom he endurtd all forts of torments 
and tortures, and was referved to be punifhed ;-and this was 
the condition he was in tor fome time, while he fuffered what 
J have already defcribed unjuflly. 

4. Now inthe ninth year of the reign Of Zedekiah, on the 
tenth day of the tenth month, the kiag of Babylon made a ίε- 
cond expedition againit ferufalem, and lay before it eighteen 
months, and befieged it with the utmoft application. here 
came upag them alfo two of the greateft calamities at the 
fame timéthat Jernfalem was befieged, a famine and a pelti- 
Jential diflemper, and made great havock of them ; And though 
the prophet Teremiah was in prifon, he did not reft, but cried 
out, and proclaimed aloud, and exhorted the multitude to o- 
pen their gates, and adnit the king of Babylon, tor that 
if they did fo, they fhould be preferved, and their whole fami- 
lies, but if they did.not fo, they fhould be deftroyed; and he . 
foretold, that if any one-ftaid in the city, he fhould certainly 

erifh by one of thefe ways, cither be confumed by the tam- 
ine, or flam by the enemy’s {word, but that if he would fly to 
the enemy he fhould efcape death : Yet did not thete rulers 
who heard believe him, even when they were in thie midf of 
their fore calamities, but they came to the king, and, in their 
anger, itfformed him what 'Yeremiah faid, and. accufed him, 
and complained of the prophet as of a madman, and-one that 
difheartened their minds, and by the denunciation of miferies, 
*weakened the alacrity of the multitude, who were otherwife 
ready to expole themfelves to dangers for him, and for their 
country, while héin a way of threatening, warned them to fly 
to theenemy, and told them that the city [hould certainly be ta- 

ken, and be utterly deftroyed. . 
5. But for the king himfell, he was not at all irritated againit 


* Jofephus fays here, that Jeremiah prophefied not only of the return of the Jews 
from the Babylonian captivity, and this under the Perfians and Medes, as in 
our other copies ; but of their rebuilding the temple, and even the city Jerufafem, 


‘ which do not appear ia our copies under his‘name, fee the note on Antiq B. ΧΙ, 


οὗ, i, § 3: 
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Jeremiah, fuch was his gentle and righteous difpofition ; at 
that he might not be engaged in aquar® ive thofe gulers an feng 
atime, by oppofing what they intended, he let them do with 
the prophet, whatioever they would : Wheregpen, when the 
king had granted them fuch a permiffion, Ἔ prefently 
came into the prifon and took him, and let hon down witha 
cord into a pit full of mire, that he might be @pffocaged, a 
die of him(elt. So he flood up tothe neck in the mye, #b GR 
was all about him; and fo continued; but there was οἵ 
king’s fervants, who was in efleem with him, an Ethiopian by 
defcent, who, told the king what a ftate the prophet was in, 
and faid that his friends and his rulers had done evil in puting 
the prophet into the mire, and by that means contnivjng againk 
him that he thould fuffer a death more bitter than thik by his 
bonds only. When the king heard this, he. repented of his 
having delivered upeie prophet to the rulers, and bid the 
Echiopran take thirty then of the king’s guards, and gords 
with them, and whatfoever elfe they underifood to be neceda- 
ry for the prophet’s prefervation, and to dsaw him up imme- 
diately. δ the Ethiopian took the men he was ordered to 
take, and drew up the prophet out of the mire, and Ieit him at 
liberty | in the prifon J.’ 

6. But when the king had fent tq call him privately. and 
enquired what he could fay to him ἔσο God, whicieepight be 
fuitable to his prefent circumiftanceg, and defired ‘him to in- 
form him of it, Jeremiah replied, that “" he had foggewhat to 
fay ;” but he fard withal, ** he fhould not be believed, nor, it 
he admonifhed them, fhould be hearkened to; for, faed he, 
thy triends have determined to deftroy me, as though 1 had. 
been guilty of fome wickednefs : And where are now thole 
men who deceived us, and faid, that the king of Babylon wuuld 
not come and fight againft us any more ; but I am afrdtd now 
to fpeak the truta, left thou fhouldft condemn me to die.” 
And whien toe king had affured-him ‘upon oath, that he would 
neither himfelf put him to death, nor deliver him ap to the 
rulers, he became bold upon that affurance that was given 
him; and gave him this advice, that “he fhould deliver the 
city up to the Baoylonians ; and:he faid, that it was God that 
prophefied this by him, that [be muft do fo] if he wonld be 
preterved and efcape out of the danger he was in, and that 
then neither fhould the city fall to the ground, nor fhould the 
temple be burned ; but that [if he difobeyed|, he would be 
the caufe of thele mueries coming upon the citizens, and ot the 
calamity that would betal his whole houfe.” When the king 
heard this he faid, that ““ he would willingly do what he per- 
fuaded him to, and what he declared would be to his advan- 
tage, but that he was atraid of thofe of hig own country that 
had fallen away to the Babylonians, left he fhould be accufed 
by them to the king of Babylon and be punifhed.” But the 
prophet encouraged him and faid,.‘ He had no caufe to fear 


ot woe : 
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fuch punifhment, for that he fhould‘not have the experience of * 
any misfortune εἴ he would deliver all up to the Baby lontans, 
neither ‘himfelf, nor his children, norhis wives, and that the 
temple thould then continue unhurt.” So when Jeremiah 
had {aid this, the king let him go and charged him, * To be- 
tray what they had refolved on to none of the citizens, nor to 
tell any of thefé matterg to any of the rffers,iif they thould 
have Jearned that he had been fent tor, and fhould inquire ‘of 
- him what it was that he was fent for, and what he had faid ta 
him;-but to pretend to them, that he hefought him that he 
*might not be’ kept in bonds and in prifon.” And indeed he 
faid foto them; for they came to the prophet, and afked him, 
-Whatésdvice it was that he came to give the king relating ἴα 
them? Aad thus I have finifhed what concerns this matter. 
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How Bhe he “of Rabylon took Ferufalen and burnt the Temple, 

‘and remned.the cople of wr oflon and Zedehiah to Babylon’ 

As alfo,.aufo they were that had fucceeded tn the high prieft. 
hood under the hing $ o | - 


r,s 4 ΝΕ . 

1. KTOW the king of Babylon was‘very intent and ear- 
, . N neft upon the’ fiege 1p Jerufalem: afid he eretied 
towers upon great banks of eargi, and from them repelled 
thole that ftood upon the walls : He allemade a great number 
αἱ ποῦ banks round about the-whole city, whofe height was 
equal to thofe walls. However thofe that were within, bore 
the fiege with courage and alacrity, lor they were not difcour- 
aged. either by the famine, of by the peltilential diftemper, 
but: were-of cheerful minds in the profecution of the war, al- 
though thofe miferies within opprefled them alfo, and they did 
not fuller themfelves to be gerrified, either by the contriv- 
ances of the enemy, or by their engines οἵ war, butcontrived 
ftill different engines to oppofe all the other withal, till indeed 
their feemed to Be an entire ftruggle between the Babylonians, 
and the pegple of Jerufalem, which had the greater fegacity 
and fkill ; the tormer party {uppofing they fhould be thereby 
too hard for the other, for the deftruction of the city, the lat- 
ter placing their hopes of deliverance ‘in nothing elfe but in 
perfevering in fuch inventions in oppofition to the other, ae 
might demorftrate the enemies engines were ufelefs to them. 
And this fiege they endured for eighteen months, untill they 
were deftroyed by the famine, and by the darts which the en- 
emy threw at them trom the towers. 

2. Now the city was taken in the ninth day of the faurth 
month, in the eleventh year ofthe reign of Zedekiah. They 
were indeed only generals of the king of Babylon, to whom 
Nebuchadnezzar committed the care of the fiege, for he abode 
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ὁ himfelf in the city of Riblah. The names of the generals 
who ravaged and fubdued Jerufalem, if any one defire to 
know them were thele Nergal, Sharezer, Samgar Nebo, Rab- - 

* faris, Sarfechim, and Rabmag. And when the city was taken 
about midnight, and the enemies generals were entered into 
the temple, and when Zedekiah waafenfible of it, he took his 
wives and his cbildrém and his captains and his friends, and 
with them fled out of the city, through the fortified djtch2and - 
through the defezt : And when certain ot the deferters had in- 
formed th< Babylonians of this, at break of day they mrade 
hafte to purfue after Zedekiah, and overtook him not far’ 
from Jerico, and encompaffed him about ; but for thofe friends 
and captains of Zedekiah who had fled out of the city’ with 

᾿ him, when they faw their enemies near them, they left him 
and difperfed themfelves, fome one’ way azig fome andthe, 
and every one refolved to fave himlelf: Sethe enamy took 
Zedekiah alive, when he was deferied by all but a few with 
his children and his wives, and brought δία το the king. 

Then he was come, Nebuchadnezzar began to ‘*call hima 
wicked wretch, and a covenant breaker and one that 84 for- 
gotten his former words when he promifed to keap the coun- 
try forhim. - He alfo reproached him for his ingratitude, that 
when he had received the kingdom fgom-him, who had taken 
it from Jehoiachin, and‘given it him, he had made ufe of the 
power hegave himagainft himthat gaye it; but, faid he, God 1s 

reat who hateth that condu& of thine; and hath brought thee un- 

er us.”’And when he had ufedthefe words to Zedekiah,be com- 
manded his fons, and his friends, to be flain, while Zedekiah 
and the reft of the captains looked on, alter which he put out 
the eyes of Zedekiah, and bgund him, and carried him tg 
Babylon. And «πεῖς things happened to him, * as Jeremiah 
and Ezekiel had foretold to him, that he fhould be caught, 
and brought before the king of Babylon, and fhould {peak to 
him face to face, and fhould fee“his eyes with his own eyes; 
and thus far did jeremiah prophecy ; but he was alfo made 
blind, and broughtto Babylon. but did not fee it, according 
to the prediétion οἱ Ezekiel. _ 

4. We have faid thus much, becaufe it was fuflicient to thew 
the nature of God to fuch as are ignorant of it, that it 1s vari- 
ous, and aéts many different ways, and that all events happen 
after a regular manner, in their proper feafon, and that foretels 
what muit cometo nafs: It is alfo fufficiert to fhew the igno- 
rance and incredulity of men, whereby they are not permitted 
to forefee any thing that is future, and are not without any 


* This obfervation of Jofephus's about the feerning difagreement of Jeremiah, ch. 
Xxxii. 4. and xxxiv. g. and Ezek. xii. 13. but real agreement at laft, concerning 
the fete of Zedekiah, is verytrue, and very remarkable. See chap. vii. § a. Nor 
is it δὲ all unlikely that the courtiers and falfe prophets might make ufe of this feem- 
aug contradiGtion to diff edekiah from believing either of thofe prophets, as 
gofephus here intirgates he was difuaded thereby. 
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guard, expofed to calamities, fo that it is impoffible for thenr. 


to avoid the experience of thole calamities. | 
. And after this manner have the kings of David’s race 
ended their lives, being in number twenty-@me, until the la& 
"king, who altogether reigned five hundred and fourteen years, 
and fix months, and ten days; of whom Saul, who was their 
firft king, retained the gd¥ernment twenty years, though he 
was pot of the fame tribe with the reft. | 
ες, And now it was that the king of Babylon fent Nebuzara, 
_ dan the general of his army to Jerufalem, to pillage the tem, 
. ple, who had it alfo in command to burn it and the royal _pal- 


ace, and to lay the city even with the ground, and to tranfplarit: 


the people, into Babylon. Accordingly he came to peru alem 
in the eleventh year of king Zedekiahand pillaged the temple 
and carried out the veffels of God, both gold and filver, an 
articularly that large laver which Solomon dedicated, as alfo 
dee pillars of brafs, and their chapiters, with the golden tables 
and the ecandleftieks ; and when he had earried thefe off, he fet 
fire to the temple in the fifth month, the firft day of the month, 
on the eleventh year of the reign οἱ Zedekiah, and on the 
eighteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar: He alfo burnt the palace, 
and overthrew the citys Now the gemple was burnt tour hun- 
dred and feventy years fix months and ten daysafter it was 
built. It was then one thoufand δὰ fixty-two years fix 
months and ten days from the departure out of Egypt ; 
and from the deluge to the deftruétion of the temple, the 
whole interval was one thoufand niné huadred fifty-feven 
yeas fix months and ten days; but from the generation 
of adam, until this befel the temple, there were three 
thoufand five hundred and thirteen years fix months and 
fen days ; fo great was the number οἱ yéars hereto belonging. 
And what aétions were done during thefe years, we have par- 
ticularly related. But the general of the Babylonian kin 
now overthrew the city tothe very foundations, and remove 
all the people, and took for prifoners the high prieft Seraiah, 
- and Zephaniah the prieft that was nextto him. and the rulers 
that guatded the temple, who were three in number, and the 






eunuch who was Overthe armed men, and feven friends of Zed. | 


᾿ ekiah. and his fcribe, and fixty other rulers ; all which, to- 
gether with the yeffels which they had pillaged, he carried to 
the king of Babylon to Riblah, a city of Syria. Sothe king 
commanded the heads of the high prieft and of the rulers to be 
cut off there ; buthe himfelf led all the captives, and Zedeki- 
ah to Babylog. He alfo led Jofedek the high prieft away 
bound. . He was the. fon of Seraiah the high prie{ft, whom the 
king of Babylon had flainin Riblah, a city of Syria, as we 
juft now related. 


.-And now, becaufe we have enumerated the fucceffion of . 


the kings, and who they were, and how long they reigned, I 


Lad 


Φ' 
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think it neceffary to fet down the names of the hizh priefis, 
and who they were that fucceeded one another in the high 
pricithood under the kings. The firft h‘gh prieft then at the 
temple which Sotomon built was Zadok ; atter him his fon 
Achimas received that dignity ; after Achimas- was Azarias ; 
fais fon was Joram, and Joram’s fon was Ifus ; alter him was 
&xioramus ; his fon was Phideas, and Phideas's fon was Su- 
deas, and Sudeas’s fon was Juelus, and Juelus’s fon was Jo- 
tham. and Jotham’s fon was Unias, and Urias’s fon was Nerias, 
and Nerias’s fon was Odeas, and his fon_ was Sallumus, and 

allumus’s fon was Elcias and his fon * ; was Azazias, and his 

on] was Sareas and his fon was Jofadoc, who was carried 
captive to Babylon. All thefe received the high priefthood 
by fucceffion, the fone trom their father. 

4. When the king was come to Babylon, he kept Zedekiah 
an prifon until he died, and buried him magnificently, and 
dedicated the veffels he had pillaged out of the temple of Je- 
rufalem to his own gods, and planted the people in the coun- 
ary of Babylon, but freed the high prieft from his bonds. 


. CHAP. IX. . , 
How Nebuzaradan fet Gedaliak over the Fews that were left in 


ὃ 


, which Gedaltah ας α ἐμέΐε afterward flain by {4 
mad? And how Jonathan, after Ifhmael was driven away, 
went down into Egypt with the People ; which People Nebu- 
chadnezzar, when he made an Expedition againft the Egyp- 
fans, took captive, and brought away to Babylon. 


§ 1. ΝΟΥ͂ the general of the army, Nebuzaradan, whee 

N he had carried the people of the Jews inte captivity, 
deft the poor, and thofe that had deferted, in the country, and 
made one, whofe name was Gedaliah, the fon of Ahikam, a 
perfon of a noble family, their governor ; which Gedaliah 
-was ofa gentle and righteous difpofition.- He alfo commanded 
them that they fhould cultivate the ground, and pay an ap- 
pointed tribute to the king. He alfo took Jeremiah the proph- 
et out of prifon, and would have perfuaded ‘him to go along 
. with him to Babylon, for that he had been gnjoined by tbe 
king to fupply him with whatfoever he wanted : and it he did 
not Itke to do fo, he defired him to inform him where he refol- 
ved to dwell, that he might fignify the farge to the king ; but 
the prophet had no mind to follow him, nor to dwell any where 
elfe, but would gladly live in the ruins of his country, and ia 


* I have here inferted in brackets this high prieft Azarias, though he be orniteed 

in ail Jofephus's copies, out of the Jewith chronicle, Seder Olam, of how little 

puthority foever I generally efteem fuch late rabbinical hiftorians, becaufe we know 
from Jofephus himfelf, that the number of the high priefts bolonging to this inter~ 

val waseighteen, Antiq. B. XX. ch, x. whereas his copies have here but Seventeen. 
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the miferable remains of it.. When the general underftood 
what his purpofe was, he enjoined Gedaliah, whom he left be- 
hind, to take all poffible care οἱ him, and to fupply him with 
whatfoeverhe wanted : So when he had given him rich pref- 
ents, he difmiffed him. Accordingly, !eremiah abode in a 
city of that country which was called Mi/pah ; and defired of 
Nebuzaradan, that he would fet at liberty’ his difciple * Ba- 
ruch, the fon of Neriah, one of a very eminent family, and 
exceeding fkiftul in the language of his country. 

- 2. When Nebuzaradan had Fone thus, he made hafte to Ba- 
byton : But as to thofe that fled away during the fiege of Je. 
rufalem, and had been fcattered over the country, when they 
heard that the Babylonians were gone away, and had left a 
xemnant in the land of Jerufalem, and thofe fuch as were to 
cultivate the fame, they came together from all parts to Geda- 
liah to Mifpah. Now the rulers that were over them were 
Johanan, the fon of Kareah, and Jezaniah, and Seraiah, and 
others befide them Now there was of the royal family one 
Ifhmael, a wicked man, and very crafty, who, during the fiege 
of Jerufalem, fled to Baalis, the king οἵ the Ammonites, and 
abode with him during that time: And Gedaliah perfuaded 
them, now they were there, to ftay with him, and to have no 
fear of the Babylonians, for that if they would cultrvate the 
country, they fhould {ufler no harm. This he affired them 
of by oath ; and faid, that they fhould have him for their pat- 
ron, and that if any difturbance fhould arife, they fhould find 
him ready to defendthem. He alfo advifed them to dwell in 
any city, as every one of them pleafed; and that they would 
fend.men along with his own fervants, and rebuild their houfes 
upon the old foandations, and dwell there : And he admonifh- 
ed them before hand, that they fhould make preparation, while 
the feafon Jafted, of corn and wine, and oil, that they might 
have whereon to teed during the winter. When he had thus 
difcourfed to them, he difmiffed them, that every one might 
dwell in what place of the country he pleafed. 

3. Now whenthis report was fpread abroad es far as the na- 
tions that bordered on ἤθεα, that Gedaliah kindly entertained 
thofe that came to him after they had fled away, upon this 
[only | condition, that they thould pay tribute to the king of 
Baby ion, they alfo came readily to Gedaliah, and inhabited 
the country. And when Jonanan and the rulers that were 
with him obferved the country, and the humanity of Gedali- 
ah, they. were exceedingly in.love with him, and told hjm that 
Baalis, the king of the Ammonites, had fent Ifhmael to kill 
him by treachery, and fecretly, that he might have the domin- 
ion over the Ifraelites, as being of ‘the royal family. ; and they 
faid, that he might delaver Inmfelf from this treacherous de- 


* OF this charafer of Baruch, the fon of Neriah, and the genuincnefs of his 
book that ftands now in our Apocrapha, and that itis really a canonical bak, that 
and an appendix to Jeremiah, fee Authent, Rec..part I. page 1—11. 

Vout. 1. Ρ 
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fign, if he would give them leave to flay Iftmael, and nobody 
thould know it, for they told him they were afraid that when 
be was killed by the other, the entire ruin of the remaining 
flrength of the Ifraelites would enfue : But be profeffed, That 
** he did not believe what they faid, when they told him of 
fuch ἃ treacherous defign, in a man that had been well treated 
by him, becaufe it was not prebable that one who, under fach 
4 want of all things, had failed of nothing that was neceffary 
for him, fhould be found fo wickedand ungrateful towards hes 
benefadtor, that when it would be an infiance of wickednels 
in him not to fave him. had he been treacberoufly aflaultedby 
otheys, to endeavour, and that earneftly, to Κι him with ἢ 
own hand : Fhat however, if he ought to fuppofe this infor- 
mation to be true, it was better for himfelt to be flain by the 
other, than todeftruy a man who fled to him for refuge, and 
qnnrutted his own fatety to him, and committed himielt to his 
fpolal.”” 

4. So Johanan, and the rulers that were with him, not being 
able to perfuade Gedaliah, went away : But after the interval 
of thirty days was over, [fmael came again to Gedaliah, to the 
city Mifpah, and ten men with him, and when he had f 
Ifhmael, and thofe that were with him, in afplendid manner at 
his table, and had given them prefents, he beeame difordered 
in drink, while he endeavoured to be very merry with them ; 
and when I{hmael faw him in that cafe, and that he was drown 
ed in his cups to the degree of infenfibility, and fallen afleep, 
he rofe up ona fudden, with his ten friends, and flew Gedahah 
and thofe that were with him at the feaft, and when he had flain 
them, he went out by right, and flew all the Jews that were in 
the city, and thofe foldiers alfo which were icft therein by the 
Babylonians : But the next day fourfcore men came out of the 
country with prefents to Gedaliah, none of taem knowing 
what had befallen him ; when I{bmael faw them, he tmvited 
them into Gedaliah, and when,they were come in, he fhut up 
the court, and flew them, and caft their dead bodies down into 
a certain deep pit, that they might not be feen ; but of thefe 
fourfcore men I{hmael {pared thofe that entreated him not to 
kill them, till they had delivered up-to him what riches they 
had concealed in the fields, confifting of their furniture and 
_ garments, and corn : But he took captive the people that were 
on Mifpah, with their wives and children ; among whom 
were the daughters of king Zedekiah, whom Nebuzaradan, 
general of the army of Babylon, had Jet with Gedaliah : Aud 
when he had done this, he came to the king of the Ammonites. 

5. But when Johanan and the rulers with him heard of what 
was done at Miipah by lfhmael, and of the death of Gedaliah, 
they had indignation at it, and every one of them took his own 
armed .men. and came fuddenly to fight with Ifhmael, and o- 
vertook him at the fountain in Hebron: And when thofe 
that were carried away captives.by Ifpmael faw Jobanan and the 


x . 
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rulers, they were glad, and looked upon them as coming to 
cheir affiftance ; {o they left him that had carried them captives, 
and came over to Johanan : then Lflmael, with eight men, 
fled to the king of the Ammonites ; but jobanan took thofe 
whom he had refcued out of the hands of Ithmael, and the 
eunuchs, and their wivesand children. and cametoa_ oertain 
lace catled Mandra,and there they abode thatday, for th 
iad determined to remove from thence and togo into Ἐ- 
gypt, out of fear left the Babylonians fhould flay them, in cafe 
they continued in the country, and that out of anger at the 
. faughter of Gedaliah, who had been by them fet over u for 
‘governor. =... . 

6. Now while they were under this deliberation, Johanan, 
the fon of Kareah, and the rulers that were with him, came te 
jeremiah the prophet, and defired that he would pray to.God 

hat ‘becaufe they were at an utter lofs about what they ought 
to do, he would difcover it to them, and they fware that they 
‘would do whatfoever Jeremiah fhould fay to’ them: And 
‘when that prophet faid he -would be their interceflor with 
God, it came to pafs, that after ten days God appeared to him 
and faid, “ That he would inform Johanan and the other rulers 
and ail the people, that he would be with them while they con- 
tinued in that country, and take care οἱ them, andkeep them 
from being hurt bythe Babylonians, of whom they were a- 
fraid, -but that he would defert them, if they went into Egypt, © 
and out of his wrath againft them, waquld infli@ the fame pun- 
ifhments upon them which they knew their brethren had al- 
ready endured.” So when the prophet had informed Johan- 
an and the le that God had foretold thefe things, he was 
not believed, when he faid that God had commanded them -to 
continue in that country, but they imagined that he faid ἴο to 
gratify Baruch, his own difciple, and belied God, and that he 
perluaded them to flay there, that they might be deflroyed by 
the Babylogians. Accordingly, both the people and Johanan 
difobeyed the council of God, which he gave them by the 
prophet and removed into Egypt, and carried Jeremiah and 
aruch with him. ' 

9. And when they were there, God fignsfied to the prophet, 
‘that the king ot Babylon was about making an expedition a- 
gainft the -Lgy ptians, and commanded him to-toretel to the 
people that Egypt fhould be taken, and the king of Babylon 

ould ay fome of them, and fhould take others captive, and 
bring them to Babylon ; which things came to pa{e accord- 
ingly : For on the filth year after the deftruction οἱ Jen falem, 
_ which was the twenty-third of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, 
he made an expedition againft Celefyria,and when he had poffef- 
himfelf of it he made war again{ft the Ammonites and Moab- 
ites; and when he had brought all thofe nations under fub- 
geQion, he tell upon Egypt, in order to overthrow it ; and he 
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flew the * king that then reigned, and fet up another; and he 
took thole Jews that were there captives, and tedthem away 
to Babylon, And {uch was the end of the nation of the He- 
brews, as it hath been delivered downto us, it haying twice 
gone beyond Euphrates; for the people of the ten 
tribes were carried out οἱ Samaria by the Afly rians, in the days 
of king Hofhea; after which the people of the two tribes 
that remained atter Jerufalem was taken, [ were carried away | 
by Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon and Chaldea. Now 
as to Shalmanezer, he removed the Ifrealites out of their coune 
try. and placed therein the nativa at the Cutheans, who had 
formerly belonged tg the inner parts of Perfia and Media, but 
were then called Samaritans, by taking the name of the coun. 
try to which they were removed ; buttke king of Babylon, 
who brought out the two tribes t, placed no other nation 
in their country, by which means all Judea and Jerufalem, and 
the terrple continued to be a defert tor feycnty years: But 
the entire interval of time which paffed trom the captivity of 
the Ifraelites, to the carrying away of the two tnbes, proved 
to be an hundred and thirty ycars fix months and ten devs. 


CHAP. Χ.. 
Concerning Daniel,and what befel him at Babylon. 


ᾧ 1. UT now Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, took 

fome οἵ the moft noble of the Tews that were chil- 
dren, and the kinfmen of Zedekiah their king, fuch as were 
remarkable for the bcauty of their bodies, and the comelinc{s 
of their countenances, and delivered them into the hands at 
tutors, and tothe improvement toa be made by them. He alfa 
made fome of them to beeunuchs; which courfe he took al- 
{o with thofe of other nations whom he had taken inthe flow- 
er of their age, and afforded them their diet from his own ta- 
ble, and had them inftrufied in the inflitutes of the country, 
and taught che learning of the Chaldeans ; and they had now 
exercifed themfelves fufficiently in that wifdom which he had 
ordered they fhould apply themfelves to. Now among thefe 
there were four of the family of Zedekiah, of mof excellent 


* Hesodotus fays, this king of Egypt [Pharoah Hophbra, or Apries] was flain 
by the Ecyptuans, as Jeremiah foretoid his finelner by his enemies, Jer. xliv. 50. 
30. and that asa fign of the deftruGion of Egypt [by Nebuchadnezzar.] Jofephus 
tays this king was flain by Nebuchadnezzar ἢ πο] ἢ. 

+ We fee here that Judea was left in a manner defolate after the captivity of the 
two tribes aud was not repeopled with foreign colonies, perhaps as an indicatiun of 
Providence that the Jews were to repeople it without oppofition themfelves. [ al- 
fo efteern the latter and preient defolate condition of the fame country, withoat 
being Tepeopled by foreign colonies to be a like indication, that the fame Jews 
are ereaftcr to repeople it agaim them felveg, at their fo long expeGed feture re- 

oFation. 
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difpofitions, the one of whom was called Daniel, another was 
called Anamas, another Mefael, and the fourth Azarias ; And 
the king of Babylon changed their names, and commanded 
that they fhould make ufe of other names ; Daniel he called 
Baltafar, Ananias Shadrach, Mifael, Mefhach, and Azarias, 
Abednego. Thefe the king had in efleem, and continued to 
love, becaufe of the very excellent temper they were of, and 
becaufe of their applicatiqn to Jearning, and the progrefs they 
had made in wifdom, 

2. Now Daniel and his kinfmen, had refolved to υἷε a fe- 
vere diet and to abftain trom thofe kinds of tood which came 
from the king'stable, and entirely to forbear to eat of all living 
creatures ; So he came to Alhpenaz, who was that * eunuch 
ta whom the cafe of them was committed, anddefired him to 
take and {pend what was brought for them from the king, but 
to give them pulfe and dates for their food,and any thing elfe 

e 


des the flefh of living creatures, that be plealed, for that , 


their inclinations were to that fort of food, and that they def- 
pifed the other. He replied, that he was ready to ferve them 
in what they defired, but he fufpected that they would be dif- 
covered by the king, from their meager bodies, and the al cra- 
tion of their countenances, becaufe it could not be avoided 
but their bodies and colours muft be changed with their diet, 
efpecially while they would be clearly difcovered by the finer 


appearance ot the other children, who would tare better, and: 


thus they ‘fhould bring him in danger, and oceafion him to be 
punithed : Yet did they perfuade Arioch, who wasthus fear- 
ul, to give them what tood they defired for ten days, by way 
of trial, and in cafe the habit ot their bodies were not altered, 
to g° on in the fame way, as expecting that they fhould not 
be hurt thereby afterwards, but if he faw them look meager, 
and worfe than the redt, he fhould reduce them to their _tor- 
mer dies, Now when it appeared that they were ἰο far from 
becoming worle by the ule of this food, that they grew plum- 
per and fuller in body than the reft, infomuch that he, thought 
thofe who fed on what came from the king's table feemed lefs 


plump and tuli, while, thofe that were with Daniel looked as . 


if they had lived in plenty, and all forts of luxury, Arioch, 
from that time, fecurely took himfelf what the king fentevery 
day from his {upper, according to cuftom, to the children, but 
gave them the fore-mentioned diet, while they had their fouls 
in fome meafure more pure, and lefs burdened, and fo fitter 
for learning, and had their bodies in better tune tor hard labour, 


® That Daniel was made one of thefe eunuchs of which If.iah orophecied, Ifa. 
xxxix. 7. and the three children his companions aliu, ‘cems to me plain, both here 
in gofephus, and in our copies of Daniel, Dan. i. 3, 6, 7-—11, 18. although it 
muft be granted, that fome married perfons, that had children, were fometimes 
galied cunuchs, in a general acceptation for courtiers, on account that fo many of the 
@Qcient coyrticrs were rea) eunuchts. Sce Gea, xaxix, 1. 
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for they tether thad the former oppreffed and heavy with νὰ» 
rtety of meats, nor were the other effenmmate on the fame ac- 
count ; fo they readily underftood all the learning that was 
among the Hebrews, and among the Chaldeans, as efpeciaily 
did Daniel, who being already {ufficiently fkilful in wifdom, 
_ ‘was very bufy about the interpretation of dreams : And God 
manifefted nmfelf to him. 
3. Now two gears after the deftruGuon of Egypt, king Ne 
buehadnezzar faw a wonderful dream, the accompli! of 
which God fhewed-him inthis feep, but when he arofe out of 
tris bed, he forgot the accomplifhmertt : So he fent for the 
Chaldeans, and magiciags, and the prophets,and told them, that 
he had feen a dream, and tnformed them that he had forgotten 
¥he accomrplifhment of what be had feen, and heenjeined them 
to tell ‘him, ‘both what ‘fhe dream was, and what was its fignifi- 
tation ; and they faid, that this was a thing impofhible to be 
‘@ifcovered by men, ‘but they promifed him, that if he would 
‘explain ‘to them what dream he‘had feen, they would tell him 
its fignification. Hereupon‘he threatened-to put them to death 
‘unleis ‘they ‘told :-bim his dream ; and he ‘gave command ‘to 
hhave them all put to death, fince'they confeiled they could not 
‘do what they were commanded to do.. Now w Daniel 
‘heard that the king had given a command, that all the wife 
men fhould be put to death, and that among them himfelt and 
‘his three kinfmen‘were in danger, he went to Arioch, who was 
captatn of the king's guards, and defired to‘know of him what 
was the reafon why the king had given command that all the 
wife men, and Chaldeans, and magicians, fiould be flain ? So 
when he had learned that the king had had a dream, -and had 
‘forgotten it, and that when they were enjoined to inform the 
‘king of it, they had faid they could not doit, and had thereby 
provoked him to anger, he defired οἵ Arioch that-he would-go 
‘nto the king, and defire refpite for the magicians for one night, 
and to put off their flaughter {c'long, for that‘he hoped withm 
‘that time to obtain, by prayer'to God, the knowledge of the 
dream. Accordingly Arioch informed:-the king of what Dan- 
gel defired : So the king bid them delay the flaughter of the 
‘magicians till he knew what Daniel’s promife would come to ; 
εἰ ‘but the young man retired to'his-own -howfe, with his kinf- 
men, and befought God that whole night to difcover the dream 
and thereby deliver the magiciaws and Chaldeans, with whom 
‘they were themfelves to perith, from the king’s-anger, by ena- 
bling him to declare his vilion, and‘to make maniteft- what the 
king had feen the night betore in his fleep, but had forgotten it. 
Accordingly God, out of pity to thofe that were in danger, 
‘and out ot regard to the wifdom of Daniel; made known to him 
the dséam and its interpretation, that fo the king might under- 
‘him its fignification alfo. When Daniel had obtam- 
ed this knowledge from'God, he arole-very joyful, and told tt 
his brethren, and made them glad, ἀπά το hope well, that they 
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_ fhould now [preferve their lives, of which they dofpaired he- 
fore, and had their minds full of nothing but the thoughts of 
ι dying. So when he had with them returned thanks to God, 

who had commiferated their youth, when it was day he came 
to Arioch, and defired him to bring him to the king, becasafe 
be would difcover to him that dream which he had feen the 
night before. 

When Daniel was come in to the hing, he excufed him- 
εἰ firft; that ‘* be did not pretend to be wifer than the other 
Chaldeans and magicians, when, upon their entire inability to 
difcover his dream, be was undertaking to inform hin of it, 
for this was not by his own fkill, or an account of his having’ 
better cultivated his underftanding than the reft, but ke fata, 
God hath had pity upon us, when we were in danger of death, 
and when I prayed for the lite of myfelf, and of thofe of my 
own nation, hath made manifeft to me both the dream, and the 
interpretation thereof, for I was not lefs concerned for thy 

ry then fer the forrow that we were by ‘thee condemned to 
ie, while thou didf fo unjuftly.command men, both good 
and excellent in themfelves,to be put to death, when thou en- 
jornedf themto do what was entirely above the reach of μι.» 
man wifdom, and requiredft of them what was orly the work 
of God. Wherefore, asthou in thy fleep was folicitous con- 
cerning thofe that fhould fucceed thee ia the government of the 
whole world, God was defirous to fhew thee all thofe that 
fhould reiga after thee, and to that end exhibited to thee the 
following dream : Thou feemedft to fee a great image fending 
before thee, the head of which proved to be of gold, the fhou 
ders and arms of filver, and the beily and the thighs of brafs, 
but the legs and the feet of iron ; after which thou fawel a 
ftone broken off from a mountain, which fell u the imag: 
and threw it down, and. brake it to pieces, and did not permit _ 
any. part of it to remain whole, but thegold, the filver, the iron, 
and the brafs became {maller than meal, which upon the bla 
ef a violent wind, was by force carried away, and {cattered a- 
broad, but the flone did increafe to fuch a degree, that the 
whole earth beneath it feemed tobe filled therewith. This is 
dream which thou fawefi, and its interpretation is as fol- 
lows : The head of gold denotes thee, and the kings of Baby- 
lon that have been before thee ; but the two hands and arms 
fignily this, that your government fhall be diflolved by two 
kings ; but another king that fhall come, from the weft, armed 
with brafs, thall deftroy: that government ; and another gov- 
ernment that fhall be like unto iron fhall put anend to the pow- 
: er.of the former, and thal] have dominion over all the , on 
account of the nature of iron, which is ftronger than that of 
gold, of filver, and of brafs.” Daniel did alfo declare the 
meaning of * the ftane to the hing ; but I do not think proper. 


* Of this meft remerhable paflage in Jofephus concerning the βρης cut out of the 
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to relate it, fince I have only undertaken to defcribe things 
paft or things prefent, but not things that are future: Yet if 
any one be {fo very defirous of knowing truth, as not to wave 
fuch points of curiofity, and cannot curb his inclination tor 
underftanding the uncertainties of futurity, and whether they 
will happen or not, let him be diligent in reading the book of 
Daniel, which be will fmd among the facred writings. 

5. When Nebuchadnezzar heard this, and recolletted his 
dream, he was aftontfhed at the nature of Daniel, and fell up- 
on his face, and faluted Damiel in the manner that men wor- 
fhip God, and gave.command that he fhould be facrificed to as 
agod. And this was notall, for he alfo impofed the name of 
his own god upon him, [ Baltafar}], and made him and his 
kinfmen rulers of his whole kingdom ; which kinfmen of his 
happened to fall into great danger by the envy and malice [of 
their enemics!; for they offended the king upon the occafion 
following : He made an image of gold, whole height was fix- 
ty cubits, and its breadth fix cubits, and fet itin the great 
plain of Babylon ; and when he was going to dedicate the 
image, he invited the principal men out of all the earth that 
was under his donfinions, and commanded them im the firft 
place, that when they fhould hear the found of the trumpet, 
they fhould then fall down and worfhip the image ; and he 
threatened, that thofe who did not fo, fhould be caft into a 
fiery furnace. When therefore all the reft, upon the hearing 
of the found of the trumpet, worfhipped the image, they re- 
late that Dariel’s kinfmen did not do it, becaufe they would 
not tranfgrefs the laws of their country : So thefe men were con- 
vifted and caft immediately into the fire, but were faved by di- 
vine providence, and after a furprifing manner efcaped death, 
for the fire did not touch them: And I fuppofe that it touch- 
ed them not, as if it reafoned with itfelf, that they were caft 
into it without any fault of theirs, and that therefore it was too 
weak to burn the young men when they were in it. This was 
done by the power of God, who made their bodies fo tar fu- 
perior to the fire, that it could not confume-them. This it 
was which recommended them to the king as righteous men, 
and men beloved of God ; on which account they continued 
in great efteem with him. 

6. A little after this the king faw in his fleep again another 
vifion ; how he fhould fall trom his daminion, and teed a- 
mong the wild beafts, and that when he had lived in this man- 


mountain, and deflroved the image, which he would not explain, but ittimated to be 
8 pro xo fuiuniy, and probably not fafe for him to explain, as belonging τὸ 
the deftrution of the Roman empire by Jefus Chrift, the true Meffiah of the 
Jews, take the words of Havercamp, chap. x. § 4. “ Nor is this to be wondered at, 
that he would not meddle with things future for he had no mind to provoke 
the Romans, by {peaking of the deftruGion of that city which they called the 
eternal city.”" 

:* Since Jofephus here explains the even prophetic times which were to pefs over 
Nebuchadnezzar, Dan. iv. 16. to be fewen years, we thence learn how he aoe prob- 
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her in the defert tor * feven years he fhould recover his do- 
ininion again. When he had feen this dream, he called the ma- 


| giciars together again, and enquired of them about it, and de- 


:ῇ 


red them to tell him what it fignified ; but when none of them 
could find out the meaning of the dream, nor difcover it to thé 
king, Daniel was the only perfon that explained it ; and as he 
foretold {o it came to pals: Forafter he had continued in the wil- 
derneis the torementioned interval of time, while no one durftat- 
tempt to feize his kingdom during thofe {even years, he prayed 
to God that he night recover his kingdom, and hereturned to it. 
But let no one blame me for writing down every thing of this ° 
hature, asI find it in our ancient books ; for as to that matter, 
I have plamly affured thofe that think me defeétive in any 
fuch point, or complain of my management, and have told 
them, in the beginning of this hiftory, that I intended to do 
no more than tranflate the Hebrew books into the Greek Jan- 
guage, and promifed them to explain thofe faéts, without adds 
ing any thing to them of my own, or taking any thing away 
fromthem: > . 


CHAP. ΚΙ. 


Concerning Nebuchadnezzar and his fucceffors : And how theif 
overnment was dpfotved by the Perfians ; and what things 
"εἰ Daniel in Media ; and what prophecies he detivered there: 


4 τ. ΝΟΥ͂ when' king Nebuchadnezzar liad reigned * fora 
ty-three years, he ended his life. He was an ae- 
tive man, and more fortunate than the kings that were before 


ably muft have underftood thofe other parallel phrafes, of a time, times, and an half; 
Antiq. B. VII.-ch. xxv. of fo many ptophetic yeers allo, though he withal lets us 
know by his hint at the interpretation of the {eventy weeks, as beloging to the fourth 
monarchy, and the deftruction of Jerufalem by the Romans in the days of Jofephus, 
ch. ii. § 7. that he did not think ‘thofe years to be bare years,but rather days for yearsy 
by which reckoning, and by which alone could 7@ weeks, or 490 days, feach to the 
ege of Jofephus. But.as to the truth of thofe feven years baniihment of Nebuchad- 
nezzat, from then, and his living fo long among the beafts, the very {mall femaine 
we hive any where elfe of this Nebuchadnezzar, prevent our expeftation of any 
other full account of it. So far we know by Ptolemy's canon a contemporary tecord, 
as well as by Jofephus prefently, that he reigned inall 43 years that is, eight years 
after we meet with any accouit of his aftions ; one of the laft of which was the 13 
years fiege of Tyre, Antig. B. X/. ch. xi. where yet the Old Latin has but three 
Yeats and tén months yet were his aGtions before fo remarkable, both in facred and 
ptofane euthors, that such a vacuity of eight years at thc leaft at the latter end of his 
teign, muft be allowed to agree very well with Daniel's accounts, that aftera feven 
years brutal life he might return to his reafon, and to the exercife of his royal δι» 
thority, for one whiole year at leaft befote his death. 

* Thele 4g years for the duration of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, 23 I have 
jut now oblerved, the very fame number in Ptolemy’s canon. Mates Choresenfis 
does alfo confirm this captivity of the Jews under Nebuchadnezea; end adds 
what is very remarkable, that one of thole Jews that were cartied by him into caps 
tivity got away into Armenia, and raifed the-great family of the Bagreditee there. 

Vor. Ι, Q 3 

. 
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him. Now Berofus makes mention of his aftions in the third 
book of his Chaldaic hiftory, where he fays thus: ‘* When his 
father ‘Nebuchodonofor [ Nabopollaffar | heard that the govern- 
or whom he had fet over Egypt,» and the places about Celefy- 
ria and Phcenicia, had revolted fromhim, while he not him- 
felf able any longer to undergo the-hardfhips [of war], he 
committed to his fon Nebuchadnezzar, who was ftill but a 
youth, fome parts of hisarmy, and fent them againft them. 
So when Nebuchadnezzar had given battle, and tought with 
the rebel, he beat him, and reduced the country from under his 
_jubjeftion, and made it a branch of his own kingdom ; buta- 
bout that time it happened, that his father Nebuchodonofor 
| Nabe ollaifar] fell 21}, amd ended his life inthe city Baby- 
on, when he had reigned * twenty-one years ; and when he 
was made fenfible, as he was ina little time, that his father, 
Nebuchodonolor [ Nab: pollaifar| was dead, and having fett- 
led the affairs of Egypt, and the other countries, as alfo thofe 
that comcerned the captive Jews, and Pheenicians, and Syri- 
ans, and thofe of the Egyptian nations, and having commit- 
ted the convevaince ot them to Babylon to certain of his 
friends, together with the grofs of his army, and the reft of 
their ammunition and provifions, he went himlelf haftily, ac- 
companied with a tew others over the defart, and come to Bab- 
ylon. So he took upon him the management of public affairs, 
and of the kingdom which had been kept for him by one that 
was the principal of the Chaldeans, and he received the entire 
dominions οἵ his father, and appointed, that when the captives 
came, they fhould be placed as colonies, in the moft proper 
places of Babylonia; but then he adorned the temple οἱ be- 
us, and the reft of the temples, in a magnificient manner with 
the fpoils he had takenin the war. e alfo added another 
city to that which was there of old, and rebuilt it, that fuch as 
would befiege it hereatter might no more.turn the courfe of the 
river, and tllereby attack the city itfelf: He therefore built 
three walls round about the inner city, and three others about 
that which was the outer, and this he did with burnt brick. And 
after he had, atter a becoming manner, walled the city, and 
adorned its gates glorioufly, he built arother palace before his 
father’s palace, but fo that they joined to it ; to defcribe whofe 
vaft height, and immenfe riches, it would perhaps be téo much 
for me to attempt, yet as large and lofty as they were, they 
were completed in ἢ fifteen days. He alfo ereGed elevated 


. © Thefe a1 years here afcribed to one named Naboule far in the fir book againft 
Apidn, or to Nabopollaffar, the father of the great Nebuchadnezzar, are alfo the 
very fame with thofe given him in Ptolemy’scannon ‘And note here, that what 
Dr. Frideaux fays, at the year 61a, that Nebuchadnezzar muft have been a com- 
mon neme of pther kings of Babylon, befides the great Nebuchadnezzar himlelf, is 
8 groundleis miftake of fome medem chronologers only, and deftitute of all pro- 
per eriginal authority. 


+ Thole j/tcen days for Ginithing {ueh vaft buildings at Babyloa, in Jofephus’s 
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places for walking, of flone, and made.it refemble mountains, 
and built it fo that it might be planted with all forts of trees. 
He alfo ereéted what was called a penfile paradife, becaufe his 
wife was defirous to have things like her own country, fhe 
having been bred up in the places of Media.” Megafthenes 
alfo, in his fourth book of his accounts of India, makes men- 
tion of thefe things, and thereby endeavours to fhew that this 
king [Nebuchadnezzar | exceeded Hercules in fortitude, and 
- an the greatnels of his attions: For he faith, that “ he con- 
quered a great part οἱ Lybia and Ibaria.” Diocles alfo, inthe. 

:cond book of his accounts of Perfia, mentions this king ; as 
does Philoftrates in his accounts both of {ndiaand of Phenicia, 
fay, that “ this king befieged Tyre thirteen years, while at 
the fame time Ethbaal reigned at Tyre.” Thefe arg all the 
hiftories that I have met with concerning this king. 

2. But now atter the death of Nebuchadnezzar, Evil-Mero- 
dach his fon fucceeded in the kingdom, who immediately fet 
Jechoniah at liberty,and efteemed him among his moft intimate 
friends. Healfo gave hin many prefents, and made him bon- 
ourable above the reft of the kings that were in Babylon; tor 
his father had not kept his faith with Jechoniah, when he vol- 
untarily delivered up himfelf to him, with his wives, and chil- 
dren, and his whole kindred, for the fake of his country, that 
it might not be taken by fiege, and utterly deftroyed, as we faid 
before. When Evil-Merodach was dead, atter a reign of 
eighteen years, Nigliffar his fon took the government, and re- 
tained it forty years, and then ended his lite: And atter him 
the fucceflion in the kingdom came to his fon Labofordacus, 

who continued in it in all, but nine months ; and when he was 
dead, it came to * Baltafar, who by the Babylonians was called 


copy of Berofus, would feem too abfurd to be fuppofed to be the true number, 
were not tor the fame teflimony extant alfo in the firlk book again Apion, § 19. 
with the fame number. It thence indced appears, that Jofephus’s copy of Berolus 
had this {mall numbey, byt that it as the true number I fill doubt. Jolephus af- 
{ures us, that the walls of fo much a {maller city as Jerufalem were two ycars and 
four months in building by Nehemiah, who yet haftened the work all he could, Ane 
tig. Β. ΧΙ. ch. v. 4.8. I fhould think 115 days, or ayear and 15 days, much 
more proportionable to fo great a work. 

* It is here remarkable, that Jofcphus, without the knowledge of Prolemy’s 
canon, fbould call the fame king, whom he himfelf here, Bar. i. 11. and Dan. y. 
3, 2,9, 12, 22, 19, 30. file Be/tazar, or Belfkazzar, from the Babylonian god 
Bel, Naboandclus allo; and in the firft book againft Apion, § 19. vol III. from 
the fame citation out of Berofus, Nabonacdon, from the Babylonian god Nabo or 
Nebo. This ἰδῇ is not remote from the original pronunciation itfelt in Prolemy'’s 
canon, Nabonadius, for both the place of this king in that canon, as the ἰδ of the 
Affyrian or Babylonian kings, and the number of years of his reign, feventeen, the 
fame in both, démonitrate that it is one and the fame king that is meant by them ail, 
It is alfo worth noting, that Jofephus knew that Darius, the partner of Cyrus, was 
the fon of Aftyages, and was called by another name among the Greeks; though it 
does not appear he knew what that maine was, as having never feea the beft hiftory 
of this period, which is Xenophon’s : But then what Jolephuss prefent copies fay 

fenthy, § 4. that it was only within πὸ dong time after the hand writing on the 
wall that Baltafar was flain, dues not fo agree with our copies af Daniel, which fay 
it wag the fame night, Dan. v. 39. 
Φ 


yok. ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. [Book X, 


Naboandelus: Againft him did Cyrus, the king of Perfia, and 
Darius, the king of Media, make war ; and when he was be- 
fieged in Babylon, there happened a wonderful and prodigious 
vilion. He was fat down at {upper in a large room, and there 
were a great many veilels-of filver, fuch as were made for roy- 
al entertainments, and he had with him his concubines, and 
his friends ; whereupon he came toa refolution, and com- 
manded that thofe veffels of God which Nebuchadnezzar had 
plundered out of Jerufalem, and had not made afe ot, but had 
put them into his own temple, fhoula be brought out of that 
emple. Healfo grew fo haughty as to proceed to ufe them in 
the midft of his cups, drinking out of them and blafpheming 
againit God. In the meantime, he faw an..hand proceed out 
of the wall, and writing upon the wall certain fyllables ; at 
which fight, being difturbed, he called the magicians and 
Chaldeans together, and all that fort of men that are among 
thefe Barbarians, and were able to interpret figns and dreams, 
thatthey might explain the writing to him. But when the 
magicians faid they could difcover nothing, nor did underitand 
it, the king was in great diforder of mind, and under great 
trouble at this furprifing accident ; fo he caufed it to be pro- 
claimed through all the country, and promifed, that to him 
who could explain the writing, and give the fignification 
couched therein, he would give hima golden ehain for hig 
neck, and leave to wear a purple garment, as did the kings of 
Chaldea, and would beftow on him the third part of his own, 
dominions. When thig proclamation was made, the magi- 
cians ran together more earneftly, and were very ambitious to, 
find out the importance of the writing, but ftill hefitated about 
λῖ as much as before. Now when the king’s * grandmother 
faw him caft down at this accident, fhe began to encourage 
him, and to fay, that ‘‘ there was a certain captive who came 
from Judea, a Jew by birth, but brought away thence by 
Webuchadnezzar when he had deftroyed Jerufalem, whole 
name was Daniel, a wife man, and one of great fagacity in 
finding out what was impoffible tor others to difcover, and 
what was known to God alone ; who brought to light and an- 
{wered fuch queftions to Nebuchadnezzar as no one elfe was, 
able.to anfwer, when they were confulted. She therefore de- 
fired that he would fend for him, and enquire ot him concer- 
ning the writing, and to condemn the unfkilfulnefs of thofe 
that could not find their meaning, and this, although what God 
fignified thereby fhould be of a melancholy nature.” 
δ: When Baltafar heard this, he called for Daniel: And. 
when he had difcourfed to him what he had learned concern- 


* This grandmother, or mother of Baltafar, the queen Dovager of Babylon, - 
(for fhe is diftinguished from his queen, Dan. v. 10, 23.) feems to have bees 
the famous Nitceris, who fortified Babylon againft the Medes end Perfians, and in 


all probability governed under Baltafar, who feems to be a weak and effeminate 
prince, - . 
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ing him, and his wifdom, and: how a divine fpirit was with 
him, and that he alone was fully capable of finding out what 
others would never have thought of, he defired him to declare 
to him what this wfiting meant ; that if he did fo, he would 
give him leave to wear purple, and to put a chainof gold about 
his neck, and would beftow on him the third part of his do- 
minion, as an honorary reward, tor his wifdom, that thereby 
he might become illuitrious to thofe who faw him, and who 
inquired upon what occafion he obtained fuch honours. But 
Daniel defired, “ That he wouid keep his gifts to himfelf ; for 
what is the effe&t of wifdom and of divine revelation, admits 
of no gifts, and beftows its advantages on petitioners freely, 
but that ftill he would explain the writing to him: Which 
denoted that he fhould foon die, and thig becaufe he had not 
learned tohonour God, and not to admit things above human 
nature, by what punifhments his progenitor had undergone tor 
the injuries he had offered to God ; and becaufe he had quite 
forgotten how Nebuchadnezzar was removed to teed among 
wild beafts, for his impieties, and did not recover his fornrer 
lite among men, and his kingdom, but upon God’s mercy ta 
him, after many fupplicationsand prayers; who did thereup- 
on praife God all the days ot his life, as one of almighty pow- 
er, and who takes care of mankind. [ He alfo put him inmind }, 
how he had greatly blafphemed againft God, and had made ule 
of his veffeis amongft his concubines : That therefore God faw. 
this, and was angry with him, and declared by this writing be- 
fore hand what a fad conclufion of his life he fhould come to. 
And he explained the writing thus :—MANEH. This, if it 
be expounded in the Greek language, may fignily, a Number 
becaufe God hath numbered fo long a time tor thy life, and 
for thy government, and that there remains but a {mall por- 
tion. JHEKEL. This fignifies. aWeigh?, and means that 
God hath weighed thy kingdom ina balance, and finds it go- 
ing downalready. PHARES. Thisalfo, inthe Greek tongue, 
denotes, a Fragment ; God will theretore break thy kingdom 
in pieces, and divide it among the Medes, and Perfians.”’ 

4. When Daniel had told the king, that the writing upon 
the wall fignified thefe events, Baltafar was in great forrow and 
affliction, as was to be expeéted when the interpretation was 
fo heavy uponhim. However, he did not refufe what he had 
promited Daniel, although he were become a foreteller of 
misfortunes to him, but beftowed it all upon him ; as reafon- 
ing thus, that what he was to reward was peculiar to himfelf, 
and. to fate, and did not belong to the prophet, but that it was, 
the part of a good and a juft man to give what he had promifed, 
although the events were of a melancholy nature. Accore 
dingly the king determined fo todo. Now aftera little while, 
both himfelf, and the city, were taken by Cyrus, the king of 

Perfia,. who fought againit him ; for it was Baltafar, under 
whom Babylon was taken, when he had reigned feventeen, 
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years. And this is theend of the pofterity of king Nebu- 
chadnezzar, as hiftory intorms us ; but when Babylon was ta- 
ken by Darius. and when he, with his kinfman Cyrus, had 
put an end to the dominion of the Babvlonians, he was fixty- 
two years old. He was the fon of Aftyages, and had another 
name among the Greeks. Moreover, he took Daniel the 
prophet, and carried him with him into Media, and honoured 
im very greatly, and kept him with him ; for he was one of 
the three prefidents whom he fet over his three hundredand fix- 
ty provinces, for into fo many did Darius part them. 
5. However, while Daniel was in great dignity, and in fo 
reat favour with Darius and was alone intrufted with every 
thing by him, as having fomewhat divine in him, he was env1- 
ed by the reft; forthofe that fee others in greater honor than 
themifelves with king’s envy them: And when thofe that were 
rieved atthe great tavour Daniel wasin with Darius, fought 
or.an occafion againft him he offered them no occafionat all, 
for he was above all the temptations of money, and defpised 
bribery, and efteemed it a very bafe thing to take an ing 
by way of reward, even when it might be juftly given him, he 
afforded thofe that envied him not the leaft handle for anaccufa- 
tion. So when tbey could find nothing for which they 
might calumniate him to the king : Nothing that was fhametul 
or reproachful, and thereby deprive him οἱ the honour he was 
in with him, they fought for fome other method whereby they 
might deftroy him. When therefore they faw that Daniel 
prayed to God three timesaday,they thought they had gotten an 
occafion by which they might ruin him; fo they came to 
Darius, and told him, That “ the princes and governors had 
thought proper to allow the multitude a relaxation for thirty 
days, that no one might offera petition or prayer either to 
himfelf, or to the gods, but that he who fhall tranfgrefs this 
decree tha]! be caft into the den of lions, and there perifh.” 
6. Whereupon the king being not acquainted with their 
wicked defign, nor fufpecting that it was a contrivance of 
theirs againft Daniel, {aid, he was pleafed with this decree of 
theirs, and he promifed to confirm what they defired ; he alfo 
publifhed an ediét to promulgate to the people that decree 
which the princes had made. Accordingly all the reft took 
care not to tranfgrefs thofe injunctions, and refted in quiet; 
butDaniel had no regard to them: but, as he was wont,he flood 
and prayed to God in the fight of them all ; But the princes 
having met with the occafion they {fo earneftly fought to find 
againtt Daniel, came prefently to the king, and accufed him, 
that Daniel was the only perion that tran{greffed the decree, 
while not one of the reft durft pray to their gods. This dis- 
_ covery they made, not becaufe of hisimpiety, but becaufe they 
had watched him, and obferved him out of envy ; for fup- 
pofing that Darius did thus out of a greater kindnefs to him 
than they expected, and that he was ready to grant him pardoa 
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for this contempt of his injunétions, and envying this very 
pardon toDaniel,they did not become more favourable to him, 
ut defired he might be caft into the den of lions, according to 
the law. So Darius, hoping that God would deliver him, 
and that he would undergo nothing that was terrible by the 
wild beafts, bid him bear this accident cheerfully : And when 
he was caft jnto the den, he put his feal to the ftone that lay 
upon the mouth of the den, and went his way, but he paffed 
all: the night without food, and without fleep, being in great 
diftrefs for Daniel; but when it was day, he got up, and came 
to the den, and found the feal entire, which he had left the 
 ftone fealed withall : He alfo opened the feal, and cried out, 
and called to Daniel, and afked him, #f he was alive? And 
as foon as he heard the kings voiceand faid, that he had fuf- 
fered no harm, the king gave order that he fhould be drawn up 
out of theden. Now when his enemies faw that Daniel had 
fuffered nothing which was terrible, they would not own that 
he was preferved by God, and by his providence ; but they 
faid that the lfdns had been filled full with tood, and on that 
account it was, as they fuppofed, that the lions would not 
fouch Daniel, nor come to him ;and this they alledged to the . 
king : But the king, out of an abhorrence of their wickednefs, 
‘gave order, that they fhould throw ina great deal of flefh to 
the lions ; and when they had filled themfelves, he gave far- 
ther order that Daniel’s enemies fhould be caft into the den, 
that he might learn whether the lions, now they were full, 
would touch them or not. And it-appeared plainto Darius, 
after the princes had been caft to the wild beafts, that it was 
God who preferved Daniel * for the lions fpared none-of them, 
but tore them all to pieces, as they had been very hangry, 
and wanted food. I fuppofe therefore it was not their hun- 
ger, which had been a {π||6 betore fatisfied with abundance 
of flefh, but the wickednefs of thefe men that provoked them 
[to deftroy the princes] ; tor if it fo pleafe God, that wicked- 
nefs might, by even thofe irrational creatures, be efteemed a 
plain foundation for their punifhment. 

4. When therefore thofe that had intended thus to deftroy 
Daniel by treachery, were themfelves deftroyed, king Darius 
fent [letters] over all the country, and praifed that God 
whom Danie! worfhipped ; and faid, That ** he was the only 
true God, and had all powér.”” He had alfo Daniel in very 
great efteem, and made him the principle of his friends. Now 
when Daniel was become fo illuftrious and famous, on ac- 


* It is no way improbable that ρει enemies might fugzeft this reafon to the 
king, why the lions did not meddle with him, and that they {ulpe& the ding’s kinds, 
nefs to Daniel had procured thefe lions to be fo filled before hand, and that thence 
it was that he encouraged Daniel to fubmit to this experiment, in hopes of coming 
off fafe; and that this was the truc reafon of making io terrible an experiment upon 
thofe his enemies, and all their families, Dan, vi. 24. though our other copies de 
wot direGlly take notice of ix, 

- ysis 
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count of thé opinion men had that he was beloved of God, 
he built a tower at Ecbatana in Media: It was amoft elegant 
building, and wondertully made, and it is ftill remaining, and 
referved to this day ; and to fuch as fee it, it appears to have 
been lately built, and to have been no older than that very day 
when any one looks upon it, it is * fo frefh, flourifhing, and 
beautiful, and no way grown old in fo long time, -for Builds 
ings fuffer the fame as men do, they grow old as well as they, 
and by numbers of years their ftrength is diffolved; and their 
beauty withered. Now.they bury the kings of Media, of Per- 
fia, and Parthia, in this tower, tothisday ; and he whowasentruft- 
ed with the care of it, was a Jewifh prieft ; which thing is alfo 
obferved to this day : But it is fit to give an account of what 
this man did, which is moft admirable to hear; for he was fo 
happy as to have ftrange revelations made to him, and _ thofe 
as to one of the greateft prophets, infomuch that while he was. 
alive he had the efteem and applaufe both of the kings and of 
the multitude, and now he is dead, he returnsa remembrance that 
will never fail, for the feveral books that he wrote and left be- 
hind him are ftill read by us till this time; and from them we 
believe that Daniel converfed with God ; for he did not only 
prophecy of future events, as did the other prophets, but he 
alfo determined the time of their accomplifhment : And while 
prophets uféd to foretel misfortunes, and on that account were 
difagreeable both to the kings and to the multitude, Daniel 
was tothema prophet of good things and this to fuch a de- 
gree, that by the agreeable nature οἱ his predi€&tions, he pro- 
cured the good-will of all men, and by the accomplifbment 
of them, he procured the beliet of their truth, andthe opin- 
ion of [ἃ fort of | divinity for himfelf, among the multitude, 
He alfo wrote and left behind him what made manifeft thetc- 
curacy and undeniable veracity of his predi@ions: For he 
faith, That ‘“‘when he was in Sufa, the metrqpolis of Perfia, and 
went out into the field wath his companions, there was on the 
fudden, ἃ motion and concuflion of the earth, and that he 
was left alone by himfelf, his friends flying away from him, 
and that he was difturbed, and fell on his face, andonhis two 
hands, and that a certain perfon touched him, and, at the fame 
time, bid him rife, and fee what would befal his countrymen 
after many generations. He alforelated, that when he ftood 
up, he was thown a great ram, with many horns growing out 
ot his head, and that the laft was higher than the reft : That af- 
ter thia he looked to the weft, and faw an he-goat carried 


9. What Jofephus here fays, that the ftones of the fepulchres of the dings of Per- 
fia at this tower, or thofe perhaps of the fame fort that are now commonly called the 
tuins of Perfepolis, continued fo entire and unaltered in his days, as if they were 
ely put there, “1, fays Reland, here can shew to be true, as to thofe fenes of 
the Ferfian kings maufoleum which Com. Brunius brake off and gave me.” He af- 
cribed this to the hardnefs of the ftones, which {carcely yields to iron tools, and 
proves frequently too hard fox amtting by the chiffel, but oftentimes breats ime 
pieces, ἧς 
ey. “ 


ἣν 
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through the air from that quarter ; that he rufhed upon the ram 
with violence, and {mote him twice with his horns, and over- 
threw him to the groond, and trampled upon him ; that after- 
ward he {awa very great horn growing out of the head of the 
he-goat, and that when it was broken off, four horns grew up 
that were expofed toeach of the four winds, and he wrote that 
out of them arofe another lefler horn, which, as he faid, wax- 
ed great ; and that God fhowed to him, that it fhould fight 4- 
gainft his nation, and taketherr city by force, and bring the 
temple-worfhip ‘to contufion, and forbid the facrifices to be 
offered for one thoufand two hundred and ninety-fix days.” 
Daniel wrote that he faw thefe vifions in the plain of Sufa; 
and he hath informed us, that God interpreted the appearance 
ot this vifion after the following manner: “ He [Διὰ that the 
ram fignified the kingdoms of the Medes and Perfians, and 
the horns thofe kings that were to reign in them; and that the 
laft horn fignified the laft king, and that he fhould exceed all 
the kings in riches and glory : That the he-goat fignified that 
one fho..ld come and reign from the Greeks, who fhould 
twice fight with the Perfian, and overcome him in battle, and 
fhould receive his entire dominion: That by the great horn 
which f{prang out of the forehead of the he-goat was reant the 
fir king ; and that the {pringing up of four horns upon its fal- 
ling off, andthe converfion of every one of them to the four 
quarters of the earth, fignified the fucceffors that fhould arife 
after the death of the firft king, and the partition of the king- 
dom among them, and that they fhould be neither his chil- 
dren, nor.of his kindred, that fhould reign over the habitable 
earth for many years ; and that from among them there fhould 
arife a certain king that fhould overcome our nation and their 
laws, and fhould take away ‘their political government, and 
fhould fpoil the temple and torbid the facrifices to be offered 
for three years time.” And indeed it fo came το pafs, that our 
nation fuffered thefe things under Artiochgs Epiphanes, ac- 
cording to Daniel’s vifion, and what he wrote manv Ycaggdre- 
fore they came to pafs. In the very fame manner Daniéf alfo 
wrote concerning the Roman government, and that our coun- 
try thould be made defolate by them. ΑἹ] thefe things did this 
man leave in writing, as God had fhewed them to him, info- 
much, that fuch as read his prophecies, and fee how they have 
been fulfilled, would wonder at:the honour wherewith God 
honoured Daniel ; and may thence difcover how the Epicur- 
eans are in an error, who caft Providence out of human life, 
and do not believe that God'‘takes care of the affairs of the 
world, nor thatthe univerfe is governed and continued in be- 
ing by that bleffed and immortal nature, but fay that the 
world is carried along of its own accord, without a ruler and a 
curator; Which, were it deftitute of a guide to conduét it, 
as they imagine, it would be like fhips without pilots, which 
we fee drowned by the winds, or like chariots without drivers, 
OL. l. ‘ 
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which are overturned, fo would the world be dafhed to pieces 
by its being carried without a Providence, and fo perith, and 
eome to nought. Sothat, by the forementioned prediGions of 
Daniel thofe men feem to me very much to err from the truth, 
who determine, that God exercifes no providence over hu- 
man affairs ; for if that were the cafe, that the world went on 
by mechanical neceflity, we fhould not fee that all things 
would come to pafs according to his prophecy. Now as to 
my felt, I have fo defcribed thefe matters as I have found 
them and read them ; butif any one is inclined to another o« 
pinion about them, let him enjoy his different fentiments with 
out any blame from me. . 
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BOOK XI. 


Containing the Interval of two hundred and fifty. 
three years five months, 


[From the firft ofCY Ru sto the death of ALEX AN DERtheGreat. | 


_ CHAP. I. 
How Cyrus King of the Perfans, delivered the Fews out of Bab- 


ylon and fuffered them to return to thar own country, and 
to build thar Temple, for which work he gave them money, 


δ 1. [% the firft year of the reign of * Cyrus, which was the 

feyentieth from the day that our people were remov- 
ed out of their Gwn land into Babylon, God commiferated the 
captivity and calamity of thefe poor people, according as he 


had foretold to them y Jeremiah the prophet, before the dé- 
at 


ftru€tion of the city, that after they had ferved Nebuchadnez- 
zar and his pofterity, and after they. had undergone that fervi- 
tude feventy years, he would reftore them again to the land of 
their fathers, and they fhould build their temple, and enjoy 
their ancient profperity. And thefe things God did aford 
them ; for he ftirred up the mind of Cyrus, and made him 
write this throughout all Afia: .‘‘ Thus faith Cyrus the king, 
fince God Almighty hath appointed me to be king of the hab- 
itable earth, I believe that he is that God which the nation ot 
the Ifraelites worfhip, for indeed he foretold my name by the 
prophets, and that I thould build him an houfe at Jerufalem, 
in the country of Judea.” ; 

2. This was known to Cyrus by his reading the book which 
Ifaiah left behind him ot his prophecies ; sor this prophet faid, 
that God hath {poken thus to him in a fecretvifion ; “My will 
is that Cyrus, whom I have appointed to be king over many 
and great nations, fend back my people to their own land, 
and build my temple.” This was foretold by Ifaiah one hun- 
dred and forty years before the temple was demolifhed. Ac- 
cordingly when Cyrus read this, and admired the divine pow- 
er, an earneft defire and ambition feized upon him to fulfil 
what was fo written ; fo he called for the’moft eminent Jews 
that were in Babylon, and faid to them, that “he ga¥e them 


* This Cyrus is called God's /kepherd by Xenophon, as well as by Tfaiah, Ifa. 
xliv. 28. as aifo it is faid of him by the fame prophet, that ‘ I will make a man 
more precious than fine gold, even a man than the golden wedge of Ophir,” Ma. 
ni 12, which character makes Xenophon’s molt excellenthiftory of him very 
credible. 
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leave to co back to their own country, and to rebuild * their 
city Jerufalem, andthe temple of God, for that he would be 
their affiftant, and that he would write to the rulers and go-. 
vernors that were in the neighbourhood of their country of 
Judea, that they fhoula contribute to them gold ard filver for 
the building οἵ the temple, and befides that, beads for their 
facrifices,” | 

3. When Cyrus had faid this to the Iraelites, the rulers of 
the two tribes of Judah and Benjamin, with the Levites, and 
priefts, went in haifteto Jerufalem, yet did many of them flay 
at Babylon, as not willing to leave their poffeffions ; and when 
they were come thither, all the king’s friends affifted them and 
brought in, for the building at the temple, fome gold and fome 
filver, and fome a great many cattle and horfes. So they per- 
formed their vows to God, and offered the facrifices that had 
been accuftomed of old time ; I mean this upon the rebuilding 
of their city, and the revival of the ancient practices relating 
to their worlhip.- Cyrus alfo fent back to them the veffels ot 
God which king Nebuchadnezzar had pillaged out of the tem- 
ple, and had carried to Babylon, So he committed thele things 
to Mithridates, the treafurer, to be lent away, with an order ta 
give them to Sanabaffar, that he might keep them till the tem- 
ple was built ; and when it was Fnithed he might deliver 
them to the priefts and rulers of the multitude, mn order fa 
their being reftored tothe temple. Cyrus alfo fent an. epifile 
μὴ the governors that were in Syria, the contents whereol here 

dllow : 

“King Cyrus ¢o Sisinnes and SATHRABUZANES, 

fendeth greeting.” 

“I have given leave to as many of the Jews that dwell in 
my country as pleafe to return to their own country, and to 
rebuild their city, andto build the temple of God at Jerufalem, 
on the fame place whiere it was betore. Ihave alfo fent my 
treafur.r, Mithridates, and Zorobabel, the governor of the 
Jews, that they may lay the toundations of the temple, and 
may build it fixty cubits high, and of the fame latitude, mak- 
ing three edifices of polifhed flones, and one of the wood of 
the country, and the fame order extends to the altar whereon 
they offer facrifices to God. IT require alfo, that the facrifices 
for thefe things may be given out of my revenues. Moreover, 
I have alfo fent the veflels which king Nebuchadnezzar px- 


5. This leave to build Jerufalem, € 2, 9 and this epiftle of Cyrus to Sifinnes and 
Ssthrabuzanes, to the lame purpofe. are moft unfortunately omitted in all our cop- 
ies, but this belt and completeit capy of Jofephus ; apd by fuch omiffion the fa- 
mous prophecy of Haigh, Ifa. xliv. 28 where we are informed, that God faid 
of or to Cynis, “He is my thepherd, and fhall perform all my pleafure; even 
faying to Jerufslem, thou fhait be built, and to the temple, thy foundation thal! be 
Jaid,” couid not hitherto be demonftrated from the tacred hiftory to have been 
completely fuihiled, I meanas to that part of it which conce ined his giving leave 
or commission for rebuilding the city Jerufalem as diftin@ from the temple, whofe 
rebuilding is alone permitted or dire&ted in the decree of Cyrus in ell our copies. 
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laged out of thetemple, and have. given them to Mithridates 
the treafurer, and to Zorohabel the governor of the /ews, that 
they may havethem carried to Jerufalem, and may reftore them 
to the temple of God. Now their * number is as follows: Fiity 
chargers of gold, and five hundred of filver ; forty Thericlean 
cups of gold, and five hundred of filver; fifty bafons of gold, 
and five hundred of filver ; thirty veffels for pouring [the drink 
offerings |, and three hundred of filver, thirty vials ot gold, 
and two thoufand four hundred of filver; with a thoufand oth- 
er large veflels. I permit them to have the fame honour which 
they were ufed to have from their forefathers, as aifo for their 
{mall cattle, and for wine and oil, two hundred and five thou- 
fand and five hundred drachme ; and for wheat flour, twenty 
thoufand and five hundred artabe: And 1 give order, that 
thefe expences {hall be giventhem out of thetributes due from 
Samaria. The priefis fhall alfo offer thefe facrifices according 
to the laws of Mofes in Jerufalem ; and when they offer them, 
they fhall pray to God for the prefervation of the king and of 
his family, that the kingdom of Perfia may continue. But my 
will is, that thofe who difobey thefe injun@&ions, and make 
them void, fhall be hung upon a crofs, and their fubftance 
brought into the king’s treafury.” And fuch was the import 
of this epiftle. Now the number of thofe that came out at 
captivity to Jerufalem, were forty-two thoufand four hundred 
and fixty-two, 


CHAP. It. 


Hou, upon the Death of Cyrus, the Jews were hinderedia build- 
ing of the Temple by the Cutheans,and the neighbouring Govern- 
ors; and how Cambyfes entirely forbad the Jews to do any 

such thing. 


$1. HEN the foundations of the temple were laying. 
and when the Jews were very zealous about build- 

jng it, the neighbouring nations, and efpecially the Cutheans, 
whom Shalmanezer, king of Affyria, had brought out of Perfia 
and Media, and had planted in Samaria, when he carried the 
eople of Ifrael captive, befought the governors, and thofe that 
Fad the care of fuch affairs, that they would interrupt the 
ews, both in the rebuilding of their city, and in the building 
Οἱ their temple. Now as thefe men were corrupted by them 
with money, they told the Cutheans their intereh tor render- 
ing this building a flow and a carelefs work, tor Cyrus, who 
was bufy about other wars knew nothing of all this ; and it fo 


* OF the trne number of gotden and fitver veffels here and elfewhere belanging te 
the temple of Solomon, fee the defcription of temples, chap. xiii. 
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happened, that when he had led his army againft the * Mafla- 
getz he ended his life. But when Cambyfes, the fon of Cy- 
rus, had taken the kingdom, the governors in Syria, and Phe. 
nicia, and in the countries of Ammon, and Moab and Same 
raa, wrote an epiftle to Cambyfes ; whofe contents were as 
follows : ‘‘ To our lord Cambyfes ; we thy fervants Rathv- 
mus the hiftoriographer, and Semellius the fcribe, and the reft 
that are thy judges in Syria and Phenicia, fendeth greeting : 
It is fit, O king, that thou thoyldeft know, that thofe Jews 
_ which were carried to Babylon, are come into our country, 
and are building that rebellions and wicked city, and its mar- 
ket places, and {fetting up its walls, and ratfing up the temple: 
Know therefore, that when thefe things are finiihed, they will 
not be willing to pay tribute, nor will they fubmit to thy com- 
mands, but will refift kings, and will choofe rather to rule over 
others, than be ruled over themfelves, We therefore thought 
it proper to write to thee, O king, while the works about the 
temple are going on fo taft, and not to overlook this matter, 
that thou ‘mayeitt fearch into the books of thy fathers, for thou 
wilt find in them, that the Jews have been rebels, and enemies 
to kings as hath their city been alfo, which, tor that reafon, 
hath been till row laid wafte. We thought proper alfo to in- 
form thee of this matter, becaufe thou mayeit otherwife per- 
haps be ignorant of it, that if this city be once inhabited, and 
be entirely encompatied with walls, thou wile be excluded 
from thy paflage to Celefyria and Phenicia.” 

2. When Camby fes, had read the épiltle, being naturally 
wicked, he was irritated at what they told him; and wrote 
back to them as follows : “ Camby fes, the king, to Rathumus 
the hiftoriographer, to Beeltethmus, to Semellius the {crbe, 
and the reft that arein commiffion, and dwelling m Samana 
and Phenicia, after this manner: I have read the epiftle that 
was fent from you; and 1 gave order that the books of my 
foretathers fhould be fearched into, and it is there found, tha 
this city hath always been an enemy to kings, and its inhabit- 
ants have raifed feditions, and wars. We alfo are fenfible 
that their kings, have been powerful, and tyrannical, and have 


* Jofephus here follows Herodotus, and thofe that related- how Cyrus mat 
war with the Scythians and Mailagets, near the Cafpian fea, and perifhed ἱα 
it; while Xenophon’s account, which appears never to have been feea by Jofephu!, 
that Cyrus died in peace in his own country of Perfia, is attefted to by the wie 
of the affairs of Alexander the Great, when they agree that he found Cyrus's '¢ 
pulchre at Pafargadae, nezr Perfepolis. This account of Xenophon’s is alfo com 
firmed by the circumftances of Cambyfes, upon his fuccession to Cyrus, who 12» 
flead of a war to avenge his father’s death upon the Scythians and Majffagets, and © 
prevent thofe nations from over-running his northern provinces, which would bare 
been the natural confequence of his father’s ill fucce/s and death there, went imme 
diately to an Egyptian war, long ago begun by Cyrus, according to Xenophon, 
page 644, and conquered that kingdom ; nor is there, that I ever beard of, the leqit 
mention in the reign of this Cambyies of any war aganft the Scythians and Maflaget 
that he was ever engay?il in all his life, . 
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exaéted tribute.of Celefyria and Phenicia : Wherefore I give 
order, that the Jews fhall not be permitted to build that city, 
left fuch mifchief as they ufed to bring upon kings be greatly 
augmented.” When this epiftle was read, Rathaumus, and 
Semellius the f{cribe; and their affociates, got fuddenly on. 
horfeback, and made hafte to Jerufalem ; they alfo brought ἃ 
great company with them, ahd forbad the Jews to build the 
city, and the temple. Accordingly thefé works were hindered 
_ from going on,tillthe fecond year of the reign of Darius, for 
nine years more; tor Camby {es reigned fix years, and within 
that time overthrew Egypt, and when he was come back, he 
died at Damaicus. © 


CHAP, Ill. 


How after the Death of Cambyfes, and the flaughter of the Magi, 
but under the reign 4 Darius, Zorobabel was fupertor to the 
reft in the folution of problems, and thereby obtained this fa- " 
vour of the King, that the Temple fhould be built. 


§ t. AFTER the flaughter of the Magi, who, upon the 
. death of Cambyles attained the government of the 
Perfians for a year, thofe families which were called the feven 
families of the Perfians, appointed Darius, the fon of Hy ftaf- 
es, to be their king. Now he, while he was a private man 
ad made a vow to God, that if he came to be king. he would 
fend all the veffels of God that were in Babylon to the temple 
at Jerufalem. Now it fo fell out, that about this time Zoroba- 
bel, who had been made governor of the Jews that had been in 
Captivity, came to Darius, from Jerufalem ; for there had been 
an old triendfhip between him ἀπά τῆς king. He was alfo, 
with two others, thought worthy to be guards of the king’s 
body ; and obtained that honour which he hoped for. 
- 2. Now in the firft year of the king’s reign, Darius foafted 
thofe that were about him, and thofe born in his houfe, with 
the rulers of the Medes, and princes of the Perfians, and the 
toparchs of India and Ethiopia, and the generals of the armies 
of his hundred and twenty-feven provinces ‘ But when they 
had eaten and drank to fatiety, arid abundantly, they every 
one departed to goto bed at their own houfes, and Darius the 
king went to bed ; but after he had refteda little part of the 
night, he awaked, and not being able to fleep any more, he 
fell into converfation with the three guards of his body, and 
promifed, that to him who fhould make an oration, about points. 
that he fhould enquire of, fuch as fhould be moft agreeable to 
truth, and to the diétates of wifdom, he would grant it as a re~ 
ward οἱ his victory, to put on a purple garment, and to drink 
in cups οὗ gold, and to fleep upon gold, and to have a chariot 
with bridles of gold, and an head-tire ot fine linen, anda chain 
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of gold about bis neck, and to ὥς next to Lumfelf, on account 
of his wifdom ; and, fays he, he fhall be called my coufn. 
Now when he had promiled to give them thefe gifts, he afked 
the irft of them, Whether wine was not the Qrongeft ? The 
fecond, Whether kings were not fuch? And the third, 
Whether women were not fuch ? Or whether truth was not 
the ftrongeft of all ? When he had propofed that they fhould 
make their enquiries about thefe problems, he went to ref; 
but in the morning he fent for his great men, his princes, and 
toparchs of Perfia and Media, and fet himfelt down in the 
place where he ufed to give audience, and bid each of the 
guards οἱ his body to declare what they thought proper con- 
cerning the propofed queftions, in the hearing of them all. 
' 3. Accordingly the firft of them began to {peak of the 
ftrength of wine; and demonftrated itthbus: “* When, (μιὰ 
he, I am to give my opinion of wine, O you men, I find 
that it exceeds every thing, by the following indications: it 
deceives the mind of thats that drink it, and reduces that of 
the king tu the fame ftate with that of the orphan, and he who 
flands in need of a tutor, and erefts that οἵ the flave to the 
beldnefs of him that is free, and that of the needy becomes 
like that of the rich man, for it changes and renews the fouls 
of men when it gets into them, and τὲ quenches the forrow of 
thofe that are under calamities, and makes men forget the 
debts they owe to others, and makes them think themfelves to 
be of all men the richeft; it makes them talk of no {mall 
things, but of talents, and fuch other names as become wealthy 
men only ; nay more, it makes them infenfible of their com- 
manders, and of their kings, and takes away the remembrance 
of their friends and companions, tor it arms men even againt 
thofe that are deareft to them, and makes them appear the 
greateft firangersto them; and when they are become fober, 
and they have flept out their wine in the night, they arife 
without knowing any thing they have done in their caps. | 
take thefe for figns of power, and by them difcover that wine 
is the ftrongeft, and moft infuperable of all things.” 
. 4. As foonas the firft had given the fore-mentioned. demon- 
{trations of the ftrength of wine, he left off ; and the next to 
him began to {peak about the ftrength of a king, and demon- 
firated that it wag the ftrongeft of all, and more powerful than 
- apy thing elfe that appears to haveany force or wifdom. 
an his demonftration after the following manner ; and faid, 
** They are men who govern all things ; they force the earth 
and the fea to become profitable to them in what they defire, 
‘ and ever thefe men do kings rulc, and over them they have 
authority. Now thofe who rule over that animal which is of 
all the trongeft, and moft powerful, muft needs deferve to be 
efteemed infuperable in power and force ; for example, whea 
thele kings command their fubjeéts to make wars, and undergo 
dangers, they are hearkened to, and when they fend them a- 
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gaint their eriemies, their power is fo great that they are obey- 
ed. They command men to level] mountains, and to pull down 
walls and towers; nay, when they aré commanded to be kill- 
ed and to kill, they fubmit to it, that they may not appear to 
tranfgrefs the king’s commands; and when they have con- 
quered, they bring what they have. gained in the war to the 
king. Thofe alfo who are not foldiers, but cultivate the 

round, and plough it, and when, after they have endured the 
abour, and ali the inconveniences of fuch works ot hufbandry, 
they have reaped and gathered in their fruits, they bring tri- 
butes tothe king. And whatfoever it is which the king fays 
or commands, it is done of necefflity, and that without any de- 


- Jay, while he in the mean time is fatiated with all forts of food 


and pleafures, and fleeps in quiet. He is guarded by fuch as 
watch, and fichas are, asit were, fixed down to the place 
through tear, forno one dares leave him, even when he is afleep, 
nor does any one go away and take care of his own affairs, but 
he efteems this one thing the only work of neceflity, to guard 
the king, and accordingly to this he wholly addi&s himfelf. 
How then can τὸ he otherwife, but that it muft appear that the 
king exceeds all in ftrength, while fo great a multitude obeys 
his injunétions P” | | 
Now when this rhari had held his peace, the third of them 

‘who was Zorobabel, began to inftruét them about women, and 
about truth, who faid thus : “ Wine is ftrong, as is the king 
alfo, whom all men obey, but women are fuperior, to them in 
power, for it was a woman that brought the king into the world; 
and for thofe that plant the vines and make the wine, they’ a 
woinen who bear them, and bring them up: Nor indee®ig . 
there any thing which we do not receive from them ; for thefe. 
women weave garments for us, and our houfehold affairs are 
by their means taken care of, and preferved in fatety ; nor 
can we live feparate from women. And when we have gotten 
a great deal of gold, and filver, and any other thing that is.of 
great value, and deferving regard, and fee a beautijal woman, 
we.leave all thefe things, and with open mouth our eyes 
upon her countenance, and are willing to forfake what we 
have, that we may enjoy her beauty, and procure it to our- 
felves. We alfo leave father, and mother, and the earth that 
nourifhes us, and frequently forget our deareft friends, for the 
fake of women ; nay we aré fo hardy as to lay down our lives 
withthem. But what will chiefly make you take notice of 
the ftrength of women is this that follows: Do not we take 
pains, and endure a great deal of trouble. and that both by land 
and fea, and when we have procured fomewhat as the fruit of 
our labours, do not we bring them to the women, as to our 
miftreffes, and beftow them upon them ? nay, I once faw the 
king, who is lord of fo many people, {mitten on the face by 
Apame, the.daughter of Rabfafes Themafius, his concubine, 


-and his diadem taken away from him, and put upon her owa 


VoL, 1. 3 | 
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head, while he bore it patiently ; and when fhe {miled he fmil- 
ed. and when fhe was angry he was fad ; and according to the 
change of her paffions, he flattered his wife, and drew her to 
reconciliation by the great humiliation ot himfelf to her, if at 
anv time he faw her difpleafed athim.” | 

6. Andwhen the princes and rulers looked one upon a- 
nother, he began to {peak about truth ; and he fard, “" ἢ have 
already demonftrated how powerful women are ; but both thefe 
women themfelves, and the king himfelf, are weaker than truth; 
for although the earth be large, and the heaven high, and the 
courfeot the fun ἔν τι, yet are all thefe moved accordin 
to the will οἱ God, whois true and righteous, for which caufe 
we alfo ought to efteem truth to be the fircngeft of all things, 
and that what is unrighteous is of no force againft it. More- 
over, all things elfe that have any ftyength are mortal, and 
fhort lived, but truth 1s athing that is immortal, and eternal. 
It affords us not indeed fuch a beauty as will wither away by 
time, nor fuch riches as may be taken away by fortune, but 
righteous rules and Jaws. It diftinguifhes them from injutftice, 
and puts what is unrighteous to rebuke *.” 

4. So when Zorobabel had left off his difcourfe about truth, 
and the multitude had cried out aloud, that he had {poken the 
mott wifely, and that it was truth alone that had immutable 
ftrength, and fuch as never would wax old, the king comman- 
ded, that he fhould afk for fomewhat over and above what he 
had promifed, tor thayhe would give it him becaufe of his wil- 
dom, and that prudence wherein he exceeded the reft; and 
thou fhalt fit with me, faid the king, and fhalt be called my cou- 

fin. When he had faid this, Zorobabel put him in mind of 
the vow he had made in cafe he fhould ever have the kingdom. 
Now this vow was, to rebuild Jerufalem, and to build therein 
the temple of God, as alfo to reftore the veffels which Nebu- 
chadnezzar had pillaged, and carried to Babylon.” And this, 


* The reader is to note, that althongh the fpeeches or papers of thefe three of the 
king's guar much the fame, in our third book of Eldras, chap, iii. and iv. 
2s they are hove’ in Jolephus, yet that the introdu@ion of them is entirely different, 
while in our Efdras the «hole is related at the contrivance of the three of the king’: 
guards themfelves ;. And even the mighty rewards are fpoken of as propofed by 
therafelves, and the {peeches are related to have been delivered by themifelves to the 
king in writing, whileall is contrary in Joleohus. 1 need not fay whofe accoum 
is the moft probable, the matters {peak for them{vlves ; and there can be no doubt 
but Jofephus’s hiltory is here to be very much preferred before the other. Nor in= 
deed does it feem to me at all unlikely, thatthe whole was a contrivance of king 
Darias’s own, in order to be decently and inoffenfively put in mind by Zorobabel, 
of fulfilling his old vqw for the rebuilding of jerufalem and the temple, and the 
reftoration of the warship of the One True God there. Nor does the full meaning 
of Zorobabel, when hecrics out, 3 Efd. iv 40. “ Blefled be the God of truth;” 
and here, ‘* God ia true and righteous,” oreven of all the peuple, 3 Efd. iv. 41. 
“: Great is truth, and mighty above ail things,” feem to me much different hom 
this, ‘* Fhere is but One True God,’ the God of I{rael. To which do@rine, fuch 
as Cyrus, and Darius, é&c. the Jews great patrons, feem not to have been very 8- 
veife, though the entire idolatry of their kingdoms made them generally conceal i- 
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faid he, is that requeft which thou now permitteft me to make, 
on account that | have been judged to be wife, and underftan- 
ing. 

a So the king was pleafed with what he had faid, and arofe 
and kiffed him ; and wrote to the toparchs, and governors, and 
enjoined them to conduét Zorobabel and thofe that were going 
with him tobuildthetemple. He alfo fent letters to thofle ru- 
lers that were in Syria and Pheniciato cut down and carry ce- 
dar trees from Lebanon to Jerufalem, and to affift him in buil- 
ding the city. He alfo wrote to them, that all the captives 
who fhould go to Judea fhould be tree ;_ and he prohibited his 
deputies and governors to lay any king’s taxes upon the Jews: 
He alfo permitted, that they fhould have all that land which 
they could poffefs themfelves of without tributes. Heslfo en- 
joinedthe Idumeans and Samaritans. and the inhabitants ot Ce- 
efyria,to reftore villages which they hadtaken from the Jéws;_ 
and that, beftdes all this, fifty talents fhould be given them for 
the building of the temple. He alfo permitted them to offer 
theirappointed facrifices,and that what!oever the high prieftand - 
the priefts wanted, and thole facred garments wherein they ufed 
to worthip God, fhould be made at his own charges ; and thatthe 
mufical inftruments.which the Levites ufed in finging hymns 
to God fhould be given them. Moreover be charged them, 
that portions of land fhould be given to thofe that guarded the 
‘ city and the temple, as alfoa determinate fum of money every 
year for their maintenance : And withal he fent the veilfels. 
And all that Cyrus intended to do betore him relating to the 
reftoration of Jerufalem, Darius alio ordained fhould be done 
accordingly. . : 

Now when ZoroSabel had obtained thefe grants from 
the king, he went out of the palace, and, looking up to heaven, 
hé began to return thanks to God tor the wifdom he had give . 
en him, and the victory he had gained thereby, even in the 
preflence of Darius himfelf ; for, faid he, “1 had not been 
thought worthy of thefe advantages, O Lord, un\g thou hadi 
been tavourable to me.” When therefore he Mad returned 
thefe thanks to God for the prefent circumftances he was in, 
and had prayed to him to afford him the like favour for the 
time to come, he came to Babylon; and brought the good news 
to his countrymen of what grants he had procured for them 
from the king ; who when they heard the fame, gavethanks al- 
fo to God that he reftored the land of their foretathers to them 
again : So they betook themfelves to drinking, and eating, 
and for feven days they continued teafting, and kepta feftival, 
for the rebuilding and reftoration of their country : After this 
they choofe themfelves rulers, who fhould go up to Jerufalem, 
out of the tribes of their forefathers, with their wives and chil- 
dren, and cattle, who travelled to Jerufalem with joy and 
pleafure, under the conduét of thofe whom Darius fent along 
with them; and making a noife with fongs, and pipes and cym- 
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bals. The reft of the Jewifh multitnde alfo befides accompa- 

nied them with rejoicing. " 
1o. And thus did thele men goa certain amd determinate 

nuimber out of every family, though 1 do not think it proper 
to recite particularly the names of thofe families, that 1 may 
not take off the mind of my readerg trom the connexion ot 
the hiftorical taéis, and make it hard for them to follow the 
coherence of my narrations; but the {um ot thofe that ‘went 
up, about the age of twelve years, of the tribes οἱ Judah and 
Benjamin, was * four hundred fixty-two myriads and eight 
thoufand ; the Levites were feventy-four ; the number οἱ the 
women and children mixed together was torty thoufand feven 
hundred and torty-two ; and befides thefe, there were fingers 
of the Levites one hundred and twenty-eight, and porters one 
hundred and ten, and of the facred minifters three hundred 
and ninety two; there were alfo others befides thele, who 
faid they were of the Ifraelites, but were not able to fhew their 

enealogies, fix hundred and fixty-two : Some there were al- 
o who were expelled out of the number and honour of the 
priefts, as having married wives whofe genealogies they coul 
not produce, nor: were they found in the genealogies of the 
Levites and priefts ; they were about fiye hundred and twen- 
ty-five ; the multitude alfo at fervants followed thofe that 
went up out of Jerufalem feven thoaland three hundred and 
thirty-feven; the finging men and finging women were two 
hundred and forty-five ; the camels were tour hundred and 
thirty-five ; the beaits ufed to the yoke were five thoufand 
five hundred and twenty-five; and the governors of all this 
multitude thus numbered was Zorobabel, the fon οἱ Salathiel, 
of the pofterity of David, and of the tnbe of Judah, and ]ε- 
fhua, the fon of Jofedek the high prieft; and befides thele 
there were Mordecai and Serebeus, ‘who were diftinguithed 
from the multitude, and were rulers, who. alfo contributed an 
hundred pound οἱ gold, and five thoufand of filver. By this 
means themipre the priefts and Levites, and a certain part of 
. the entire p®ople of the Jews that were in Babylon, came arid 
_dweltin Jerufalem, but the reft of the multitude returned ev- 
ery one to their own countries. . 


* This ftrange reading in Jofephus’s prefent copies of 4,000,000 inftead of 40,000, 
is ene of the grofieft crrors that is in thera, and ought to be correéted from Ezra ii. 
64. 1 Efd. v. 4@. and Neh. vii. 66. who all agree the genera! fum was but about 
42,360. Itisalfo very plain, that Jofephus thought, that when Efdras afterwards 
brought up another company out of Babylon and Perfia, in the days of Xerxes, they 
were alfo, as well as thele out of the two tribes and out of them only, and were in 
all no more than a-/ced, and a remnant, while an immenfe number of the ten tribes 
never returned, but as he believed, continued then beyond Euphrates, ch. v. κ a, 
89. Of which multitude the Jews beyond Euphrates he'fpeaks frequently elfewhere, 
though,. by the way, he never takes them to be idolaters, but looks on them fill as 
obfervers of the laws of Mofes. The certain part of the people that now came up 
from Babylon, at the end of this chapter, imply the fame {matler number of Jews 
that now came up, and will no way agree with the 4,000,000. 
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CHAP. IV. 


. How the Temple was built, while the Cutheans endeavpured in vain 
| | to obfirudl the work, 


4 1. NOW in the feventh month, after they were departed 
LN out of Babylon, both Jeihua the high prieft and 
Zorobabel the governor, fent meflengers every way round about; 
and gathered thofe that were in the country together to Jeru- 
falem univerfally, who.came very gladly thither. He then 
built the dltar on the fame place it had formerly been built, 
that they might offerthe appointed facrifices upon it to God, 
according to the laws of Mofes. But while. they did thia, 
they did not pleafe the neighbouring nations, who all of them . 
bare an ill-will tothem. They alfo celebrated the feaft dt 
tabernacles at that time, ag the legiflator had ordained concern- 
ing it; and after they offered facrifices, and what were called 
the daily facrifices, and the oblations proper tor the fabbaths, 
and tor all the holy feftivals, Thofe alfo that had made vows 
performed them, and offered their facrifices, from the firft day 
of the feventh month. They alfo began to build the temple, 
and gave a great deal of money to the mafons and to the car- 
penters, and what was neceffary tor the maintenance of -the 
workmen. The Sidonians alfo were very willing and rea- 
dy to bring the cedar trees from Libanus, to bind them togeth- 
er andto make an united floatof them, and to bring them to 
the port of Joppa, for that was what Cyrus had commanded 
at firft, and what wag now done at the command of Darius. . 
_2. In the fecond year of their coming to Jerufalem, as the 
Jews were there in the fecond month, the building of the tem- 
le went on apace; and when they had laid its toundations, 
on the firft day of the fecond month of that fecond year, they 
fet, ag overfeers of the work, fuch Levites as were ful] twenty 
years old ; and ‘Jefhua and his fons and brethren, and Cad. 
miel the brother of Judas, the fon of Aminadab, with his fons ; 
‘and the temple, by the great diligence of thofe that had the 
care of it, was finified fooner than any one would have ex- 
pefted. And when the temple was finithed, the priefts adorn- 
ed with their accuftomed garments, ftood with their trumpets, 
while the Levites, and.the fons of Afaph, ftood and fung hymns 
to God, according as David firft of all appointed them to bleéfs 
God. Now the priefts and Levites, and the elder part of the 
families, recolle€tisng with themfelves how much greater and 
‘more fumptuous the old temple had heen, feeing that now 
«made how much inferior it was, on account of their poverty, 
Ῥ that which had been built of old, confidered with them. 
elves how much their happy ftate was funk below what ‘it 
“had been of old, as well astheir temple. Hereupon they were 
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difconfolate, and not able to contain their grief, and proceeded 
fo tar as to lament and fhed tears on thofe accounts ; but the 
people in general were contented with their prefent condition, 
and becaute they were allowed to build them a temple, they 
defired no more, and neither regarded, nor remembered, nor 
΄ yndeed at all tormented themfelves with the comparifon of that 
and tht former temple, as if this were below their ex peGations ; 
but the wailing of the old men, and of the priefts, on account 
ot the deficiency of this temple, in their opinion if compared 
with that which had been demolifhed, overcame the founds of 
the trumpets and the rejoicing of the people. 

3. But when the Samaritans, who wert ftill enemies to the 
trives of Judah and Benjamin, heard the found of the trumpets, 
they came running together, and defired to know what - was 
the occafion of this tumult ? And when they perceived that it 
was from the Jews, who had been carried captive to Babylon, 
and were rebuilding their temple, they came to Zorobabel and 
to Jethua and to the heads ot the families ; and defired that 
they would give them leave to build the temple with them, and 
to be partners with them in building it; for they faid, ‘* We 
‘ worthip their God, and efpecially pray to him, and are defir- 
ous of their religious fettlement, and this ever fince Shalmane- 
zar, the king of Affyria, tran{planted us out of Cuthah and Me- 
dia to this piace.” When they faid thus; Zorobabel, and Jefhua 
the high prieft, and the heads of the families of the Ifraelites, 
replied to them, that ‘it was impoffible for them to permit 
them to be their partners, whilft they [only] had been ap- 
pointed to build that temple at firft by Cyrus, and now by 
Darius, although it was indeed lawful for them to come and 
worfhip there it they pleafed, and that they could allow them 
nothing but that in common with them, which was common 
to them with all other men; to come to theirtemple and worfhip 
God there.” 

4. When the Cutheans heard this, for the Samaritans have 
that appellation. they had indignation at it, and perfuaded the 
nations of Syriato defire of the governors, in the fame manner 
asthey had done formerly in the days of Cyrus, and again in 
the days of Camby fes afterwards, to put a /top to the building 
of the temple, and to endeavour to delay and protraét the Jews 
in their zeal about it. Now at this time Sifinnes, the governor 
of Syria and Phenicia, and Sathrabuzanes, with certain others, 
came up to Jerufalem, and afked the rulers of the Jews, *‘ By 
whole grant it was that they built the temple in this manner, 
{ince it was morelike a citadel than atemple? And for what 
reafon it was that they built cloifters and walls, and thofe ftrong 
ones too, about the city ?”” To which Zorobabel and Jefhua 
the high-prieft replied, “ That they were the fervants ot God 
Almighty : That this temple was built for him by a king of 
theirs, that lived in great profperity, and one that exceededall 
men in virtue, and that it continued a long time, but that, be- 
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caufe of their father’s impiety towards God, Nebuchadnezzars 
king of the Babylonians, and of the Chaldeans, took their city 
by force, and deftroyed it, and pillaged the temple, and burnt 
it down, and tranfplanted@ the people whom he had made cap- 
tives, and removed them to Babylon : That Cyrus, who, after 
him, was king of Babylonia and Perfia, wrote to them to build 
the temple, and committed the gifts and veffels, and whatfoe- 
ver Nebuchadnezzar had carried out of it, to Zorobabel and 
Mithridates the treafurer ; and gave order to have them carri- 
ed to-Jerufalem, and to have them reftored to their own tem- 
ple, when it was built; for he had fent to them to have that 
done {peedily, and commanded Sanabaffar to go up to Jerufa- 
lem, and to take care of the building of thetemple ; who upon 
receiving that epiftle from Cyrus, came, and immediately laid 
its foundations : And although it hath been in building from 
thac time to this, ithath not yet been finifhed, by reafon of the 
malignity of our enemies. If therefore you have a mind, and 
think it proper, write this account to Darius, that when he 
hath con{fulted the records of the kings, he may find that we 
have told you nothing that is falfe about this matter.” 

5. When Zorobabel and the high prieft had made this an- 
{wer, Sifinnes and thofe that were with him, did not refolve to 
hinder the building, until they had informed king Darius of 
all this. So they immediately wrote to him about thefe af- 
fairs; but as the Jews were now under terror, and afraid left 
the king fhould change his refolutions as to the building of Je- 
rufalem, and of the temple, there were two prophets at that 
time among them, Haggai and Zechariah, who encouraged 
them, and bid them be of good cheer, and to fufpe& no dif- 
couragement from the Perfians, for that God foretold this to 
. them. So, in dependence on thofe prophets, they applied 
themfelves earneftly to building, and did not intermit one day. 

6. Now Darius, when the Samaritans had written to him, 
and in their epiftle had accufed the Jews, how they fortified 
the city, and built the temple more like to a citadel than toa 
temple ; and (διά, that their dorngs were not expedient for the 
king’s affairs ; and befides, they fhewed the epiftle of Camby- 
fes, wherein he forbad them to build the temple: And when 
Darius thereby underftood that the reftoration of Jernfalem 
- was not expedient for his affairs, and when he had read the 
epiftle that was brought him from Siftnnes, and thofe that were 
with him, he gave order that what concerned thefe matters 
fhéuld be fought for among the royal] records. Whereupon 
a book was tound at Ecbatana, in thetower that was in Media, 
wherein was written as follows: “ Cyrusthe king. inthe &rft 

ear of his reign commanded that the temple fhould be buile 
in Jerufatem ; and the altar in height three {core cubits, and 
its breadth of the fame, with three edifices of polifhed ftone, 
and one edifice of ftone of their own country ; and he ordain- 
ed that the expences of it fhould be paid out of the king’s rev~- 
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enue. He alfo commanded thatthe veffels which Nebuchad- 
nezzar had pillaged [out of the temple] and had carried to 
Babylon, thould be reftored to the people of Jerufalem ; and 
that the care of thefe things fhould belong to Sanabaffar the 
᾿ governor and prefident of Syria and Phenicia, arid to his affo- 
ciates, that they may riot meddle with that place, but may per- 
mit the fervants af God, the Jews and their rulers, to build the 
temple. He alfo ordained that they thould affift them in the 
work ; and that they fhauld pay to the Jews, out of the tr- 
ute of the country where they were governors, on account of 
the facrifices, bulls and rams, and lambsand kids of the goats, 
and fine flour.and oil, and wihe, and all other things that the 
priefts fhould fuggeit to them ; and that they thould pray for 
the prefervation of the king. and of the Perfians : And that for 
fuch as tranfgreffed any‘of thefe orders thus fent to them, he 
commanded that they {hould be caught, and hung upona crofs, 
and their fubftance confifcated to the king’s ufe, He alfo 
prayed to God againft them, that if any one attempted to hin- 
- der the building of the temple, God would ftrike him dead, 
and thereby reftrain his wickednefs.” | 
4. When Darius had found this book among the records of 
Cyrus; he wrote an anfwer to Sifinnes and his affociates, 
whofe contents were thefe: ‘“ King Darius to Sifinnes the 
governor, and to Sathrabuzanes, fendeth greeting : Having 
found a copy οἱ this epiftle among the records of Cyrus, 
have fent it you ; and ἡ will that all things be done as 1s there- 
- in written. Fare ye well.’ So when Sifinnes. and thofe that 
were with him, underftood the intention of the king, they re- 
lolved to follow his-dire&tions eatirely forthe time to come. 
So they forwarded the facred works, and affifted the elders ot 
the Jews, and the princeé of the fanhedrim, and the ftru€ure 
of the temple was with great diligence brought to a conclu- 
fion, by the prophecies of Haggai and Zechariah, according 
to God’s commands, and by the injun€tions of Cyrus and Da- 
rius the kings. Now the temple was builtin feven years 
time: And in the ninth year of the reign of Darius, on the 
twenty-third day of the twelfth month, which is by us called 
Adar, but by the Macedonians Dyfirus, the priefts and Le- 
vites, andthe other multjtude of the Hraelites, offered facrif- 
ces, as the renovation of their former prof perity after their 
captivity, and becaufe they had now the temple rebuilt, an 
hundred bulls, two hundred rams, four hundred lambs, and 
twelvé kids of the goats, according to the number of their 
trip& (for fo many are the tribes of the I{raelites), andthis laft 
forthe fins of every tribe. The priefts alfo and the Levites fet 
the porters at every gate, according to the laws of Moles. 
The jews alfo built the cloifters of the inner temple that were 
roundabout the temple itfelf. νιν ᾿ 
8. And as tlie feaft of unleavened bread was at hand, in the 
firft month, which, according to the Macedonians, is call 
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Xanthicus, but according to us N:fan, all the people ran to- 
gether out of the villages to the city, and celebrated the tefti- 
val, having purified themfelves, with their wives and chil- 
dren according to the law of their country ; and they offered 
the facrifice which was called the Paffover, on the fourteenth 
day of the fame month, and feafted feven days, and fpared for 
no coft, but offered whole burntofferings to God, and per- 


formed facrifices of thankfgiving, becaufe God had led them . 


again to the land of their fathers, and to the laws thereto be- 
Jonging, and had rendered the mind of the king of Perfia favegag- 
able to them. So thefe men offered the largeft facrifices-on 
thefe accounts, and ufed great magnificence in the worfhip 


of God, and dwelt in Jerufalem, ang made ufeof a form of gov- ᾿ 
ocratical, but mixed with an oligarchy, ~ 


ernment that was ar 
forthe high-priefts were at the head of théir affairs,until the pof- 
terity of the Afamoneans fet up kingly government ; for ‘be- 
fore their captivity and the diffolution .of their polity, they 
at firft had kingly government from Saul and David, tor five 
hundred thirty-two years fix months and ten days ; but before 
thofe kings, fuch rulers governed them as were called Fudg- 
es and Monarchs. Under this form of government they con. 
tinued for more than five bundred years, after the death ot 
Mofes and of Jofhua their commander. And this is the ac- 
count I had to give of the Jews who had been carried into 


‘captivity, but were delivered from it in the times d#™yrus 


and Darius. 

9. * But the Samaritans begag evil and envioufly difpofed 
tothe Jews, wrought them y mifchiets, by reliance on 
their riches, and by their pretence that they were allied to the 


- Perfians. on account that thence they came; and whatfoever it 


was that they were enjoined to pay the Jews by the king’s or- 
der out of their tributes, for the facrifices, they would not ay 
it. 


_it. They had alfo the governors favourable to them, and afhi 


ing them for that purpofe ; nor did they {pare to hurt them, 
either by themfelves, or by others, 4s as they were abla: 
So the Jews determined to fend an εἰ ΒΛ σε to king Darius, 
in favour ot the people of ferufalem, and in order to accufe 
the Samaritans. Theambafladors were Zorobabel, and four 
others of thaggulers : And as foon as the king knew from the 
ambaffadors ΜΆ accufations and complaint#they brought a- 
gainft the SaWMritans; he gave them an epiftle to be carried to 
the governors and council of Sam@a. The contents ot which 
epiftle were thefe: ‘* King Darius to Tanganas and Sambgbas, 
the governors of the Samaritans, to Sadraces and Bobelor and 
the reft of their fellow fervants that are in Samaria : Zoroba-» 
bel Annanias, and Mordecai, the ambaffadors of the Jews, 
complain of you, that you obftru& them in the building ot 
4 


* The hiftory contained in this fe&ion is entirely wanting ia al} our other co- 
pies both of Ezra and Efdras. 
Vout. 1. T 3 


ν 
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, the temple, and do net fupply them with the expences winch 
I commanded you to do for the offering their facnifices. My 
-will therefore 1s this, that upon the reading of this epiflle, you 
fupply them with whatfoever they want tor their facrifices, 
and'that out of the royal treafury, of the tributes of Samania, 

as the prieft fhall delire, chat they may not leave off offering 
their datly facrifices, nor praying to God for me and the Per- 
fians.”’ And thefe were the contents of that epifile. 


‘a 
we: 


CHAP. V. 


How Xerxes, the fon of Darius, was well difpofed tothe Fews : 
As alfo concerning Efdras and Neenah. 


41. PON the deathof Darius, Xerxes his fon took the 

kingdom, who, as he inherited his father’s kingdom, 

fo did he inherit his piety towards God, and honour of him ; 

for he did all things fuitably to his father relating to divine wor- 

fhip, and he was exceeding friendly to the Jews. Now about 

this time a fon of fethua, whofe name was foacam, was the 

high-prieft. Moreover, there was now in Babylon.a -righteous 

man, and one that enjoyed’a great reputation among the mul- 

titude - He was the principal prieft of the people, and his name 

was δα... He was very fkiltul in the laws οἱ Mofes, and 

was well acquainted with king Xerxes. He had determined 

to go up to Jerufaiem,and ete with him fome of thofe Jews. 

that were in Babylon; and he défired that the king would give 

him an epiftle to the governors of Syria, by. which they might 

know who he was. Accordingly the king wrote the follow- 

ing epiftle to thofe governars: “ Xerxes, king of kings, to 

Ezra the prieft, and reader of the divine aw, greeting:: I 

think it agreeable to that love which I bear to mankind, to pa- 

mit thofe of the fowl nation that are fo difpeled, as well a 
Phofe of the priefts gnd¥Levites that are in our kingdom, te go 
together to Jerafalem.« Accordingly | have given command 
for that purpofe ; and let every on% that hatha mind go, accord- 
ing as it hath feemed goed ta me, and to my feven counfellors, 
and this mm ordeg.to their review ot the affairs BBs ὡς to fee 






whether they be’agreeable to the law of God. Ret them 

take with them thofe‘prefents which I and m@ frends have 
vowed, with all that filvergind gold that is found in the cons- 
try ef the Babylonians, as dedicated to God, and let all thie 
be carried to Jerufaler, to God for facrifices. Let it alfo be 
lawful for thee and thy brethren to make ‘ag many veffels of &- 
ver and gold as thou pleafeft. Thou fhaltalf{o dedicate thofe 
holy veflels which have been given thee, and as many more 
as thou haft a mind to make, and thall#&ke the expences out of 
the king’s treafury . 1 have moreover written to the treafur- 
ers of Syria and Phenicia, that they take.care of thofe affaiss 
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_thet Efdras the prieft, and reader of the laws of God, is fent a- Ν 
bout. And that God may not be at all angry with .me, or 
with my children, I grant all that is neceflary tor facrifices to 
&S0d, according to the law, as faras an hundred coriot wheat. 
And 1 enjoin you not to lay any treacherous impoftion, of a- 
by tributes, upon thetr prieft or Levites,orfacred fingers, or por- 
ters, or facred fervants or {cribes of the templt. And do thou, O 

fdras, appoint judges according tothe wifdom [given thee | of 
God, and thofe fuch as underitand the: law, that they ma 
judge in all Syria and Phenicia; and do. thou inftrué& hole 
alio which are ignorant ot it, thatif any one of thy country- 
men tranigrefs the law of God; or that of the king, he may be 
punithed, as not tranfgreffing it outof ignorance, but as one 
that knows it indeed, but boldly defpifes and contemns it; 
. and fuch may be punifhed by death, or by paying finds. — 
Farewell.” | ᾿ 

2. When Efdras had received this epiftle, he was very joy- 

ful, and began to worfhip God, and conteffed that he had been 
the caufe οἵ the king’s great favour to him, and that for the 
fame reafon he gave all the thanks to God. So he read the 
epiftle at Babylon to thofe Jews that were there, but he kept 
the epiftle itfett, and fent a copy of it to all thofe of his own 
nation that were in Media. And whenthefe Jews had under- 
ftood what piety the king had towards God, and what kind- 
πεῖς he had for Efdras, they were all greatly pleafed ; ,ma-: 
ny of them took their effetts with them, and came to Babylon, 
as very defirous of going dofa to Jerufalem; but then the 
entire body of the people of Ifrael remained in that country, 
wherefore there are but twotribes in Afia and Europe fubje& 
to the Romans, while the ten tribes are beyond Euphrates till 
now, and areanimmenfe multitude, and not to be eftimated 
by numbers. Now there care a great number of priefts, and 
Levites, and porters, and facred fingers, and facred fervants 
to Efdras. So he gathered thofe that were in the captivity to- 
gether beyond Euphrates, and ftayed~there three days, and 
ordained a faft for them, that they might make their prayers to 
God for their prefervation, that they might fufferno misfor- 
tunes by the way, either from their enemies, or from any oth- 
er ill acciderié; for Efdras had faid before hgnd, that he had 
told the king how God would preferve them, and fo he had 
not thought fit to requeft that he would fend horfemen to con- 
du&t them. So whenthey had finifhed their prayers, they re- 
‘moved from Euphrates, onthe twelfth day of the firft month 
οἱ the feventh year of the reign of Xerxes, and they came to 
Jerufalem on the fifth month of the fame year. Now Efdras 
prefented the facred money ot the treafurers, who were of the 
family of the priefts, of filver fix hundred and fifty talents, 
veffels of filver, one hundred talents, veffels of gold, twent 
talents, veffels of brafs, that was * more precious than gold, 








Ὁ 


4 Ds. Hudfon takes notice here, that this kind of brafs or copper, or rather mix 
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gtwelvetalents by weight ; for thefe prefents had been made by 
the king and his counfellors, -and by all the Ifraelites that ftay- 
edat Babylon. So when Efdras had delivered thefe things to 
the priefts, he gave to Gad, as the appointed facrifices of whole 
burrit-offerings, twelve bulls on account of the common pre- 
fervation of the people, ninety rams, and feventy-two lambs, 
twelve kids of the goats, tor the remiffion of fins. He alfo 
delivered the king's epiftle to the king’s ofhcers, and to the 
governors ot Celefyria and Phenicia; and as they were under 
a neceffity of doing what was enjoined by him, they honour- 
ed our nation, and were affiftant ta them in al] their necefhi, 
tres. 

3. Now thefe things were truly done under the condu& of 
F!dras, and he fucceeded it. them, becaufe God efteemed him 
vweorthy of the fuccefs of his canduét, on account of his good- 
nefs and righteoufnels : But fome time afterward there came 
fome perionsto him, and brought an accufation againft cer- 
tain of the multitude, and of the priefts ana Levites, who had 
_ tranfgreffed their fettlemeng, and diflolved the laws of their 
country, by marrying ftrange wives, and had brought the 
tamily of the priefts into contufion. Thefe perfons defired 
him to fupport the laws, left God fhould take up a general any 
ger againit them all, and reduce them to a calamitous condi- 
tion again, Hereuponhe rent his garment immediately out of 
grief, and pulled off the hair ot his head and beard, and 
caft himfelf upon the ground, becaufe this crime had reached 
the principal men among the people, and confidering that it 
he fhould enjoin them to caft out their wives, and the children 
they had by them, he fhould not be-hearkened to, he contin- 
ued lying upor the ground. However, all the better fort came 
running to him, who alfo themfelves wept, and partook ot 
the grief he was under for what had been done, So Efdras 
rofe up from the ground, and ftretehed out his hands towards 
heaven, and faid, that “‘ he was afhamed to look towards tt, 
becaufe ot the fins which the people had committed, while they 
had caft qut of their. memories what theirfathers bad undergone 
on account ot their wickednels : And he befought God, who 
had {faved a feed anda remnant out of the calamity and captivi- 
ty they had been in, and had seftored them again to Jerufa- 
lem and to their own land, and had obliged the kings of 
Perfia to have compaffion on them, that he would alfo forgive 
them their fins they had now committed, which, though they 
deferved death; yet wasit agreeable to the mercy of God to re- 
mit even to thefe the punilthment due tothem.” 

4. After Efdras had faid this, he lelt off praying ; and when 
all thofe that came to, him with their wives and children were 
under lamentation, one whofe name was Jechonias, a princi- 
pal manin Jerufalem, cameto him, and faid, that they had 


ture of gold and brafs or cooper, was called aurichalcum, and that this was of ohd 
efteemed the moft precious of all metals. 
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finned in marrying ftrange wives ; and $2 perfuaded him to 
adjure them all to caft thofe wives out, and the children born . 
of them, and_that thofe fhould be punifhed who would not ο- 
«bey the Jaw. So-Efdras hearkened to this advice, and made 
the heads of the priefts and of the ‘Levites, and of the Ifrael- 
ites, {wear that they would put away thofe wives and children, 
according to the advice of Jechonias. And when he had re. 
ceived their oaths, he went in hafte out of the temple into the 
chamber of Johanan, the fon of Eliafib, and as he had hither 
to tafted nothing at all for griet, fo he abode there that day, . 
And when proclamation was made, that all thofe of the captiv- 
ity fhould gather themfelves togetherto Jerufalem, and thofe 
that did not meet there in two or three days, fhould be banith- 
ed from the multitude, and that t {ubftance fhould be ape 
propriated to the ules of the temp]@™@pecording to the fentencq, 
of the elders, thofe that were ot the tribes οἱ Judah and Ben- 
jamin came together in three days, viz. on the twentieth da 
of the ninth month, which, according to the Hebrews, is cal- 
led*feeth, and according to the Maggedonians, Apelleus. Now, 
as they were fitting in the upper r of the temple, where 
the elders alfo were prelent, but were uneafy becaufe of the 
cold, Efdras {tood up, and accufed them, and told them that 
they had finned in marry ing wives that were nat of their own 
nation ; but that now they would doa thing both pleafing to 
God, and advantageous to themfelves, if¢hey would put-thofe 


“wives away. Accordingly they all cried out, that “ they 


would do fo. That however the multitude was great, and that 
the feafon of the year was winter, and that this work would re- 
juire more than one or two days. Let their rulers theretore, 
[iid they 1, and thofe that have married ftrange wives, come 

ither at a proper time, while the elders of every place, that 
are in common to eftimate the number of thole that have thus 
married, are to be there allo.” Accordingly this was refolv- 
ed on by them ; and they began the enquiry after thofe that had 
married ftrange wives en the firft day ot the tenth month, and 
contmued the enquiry tothe firft day of the next month, 
and tounda great many of the pofterity of Jefhua the high 
prieft, and οἱ the priefts and Levites, and Ifraelites, who had 
* a greater regard tothe obfervatjon of the law than to their: 
natural affeétion, and immediately caft out their wives, and the 


* This procedure of Ezra, and of the beft part of the Jewith nation, after their 
return from the Babylonifh captivity, of reducing the Jewilh marriages, once for 
all, to the ftri€tncfs of the law of Mofes, without any regard to the greatuefs of 
thofe who had L-roken it, and without regard to that hatural affe&tion or compat- 
fion for thcir heathen wives, and their children by them, which made it fo hard 
for Ezra to correct it, deferves greatly to be obferved and imitated in all attempts 
for reformation among Chriftians, the contrary condu@ having ever been the bane 
of true teligion, both among Jews and Chrittians, while political views, or human 
paffions, or prudential motives, are fuffered to take place inflead of the divine laws, 
and fo the blessing of God is forfeited, and the church ftill futfered to continue 
eorrupt from one generation to another. See chap. viii. § 2. 
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children which: wete born of thens. And in order to appetie 
Ged, they offered facrifices, amd ew rame, as oblations to 
bins ; but πὶ does not feem te me to be neceffary to fet down 
the names of thefe men. So when Efdras had reformed this fin 
about the marriages‘of the forementioned perfons, he reduced 
that practice to purity, fo that it continued tn thas fate for the 
timeto come. “ἝΝ 

ς. Now when they kept the * feaft of tabernacles in the fer- 
enth momh, and almoft all the people were come together to 
at, they went ap to the opeg part of the temple, to the gate 
which looked ea&ward, and defired of Efdras that the laws of 
Mofes might be read tothem. Accordingly he ftood in the 
midft of the multitude and read them ; and this he did from 
morning to noon. Now -by. hearing the lawe read to them, they 
were initrued to be τι ρους men for the prefent amd for the 
future ; butas fortheir pai offences they were difpleafed a 
sthemfelves, and proceéded to thed tears on their aecgunt, a 
confidering with themfelves, that if they had kept the law,dbey 
had endured none of thefe, miferies which they had ex pefien- 
ced. But when Efdras {aw them in that difpofition,. δὲ bade 
them go home, and not weep, for that it wae a feflival, and that 
they ought not to weep thereon, for that it was t+ not lawful 
fo todo. He exhorted them rather to proceed immediately to 
deafling, and to do what was fuitable to a teaft, and what was 2- 
greeable toa day of joy, but to let their repentance and lorrow 
for their former fins be a fecurity and a guard ta them, that 
they fell no more into the like offences. So upon Efdras'sex- 
hortation, they began to feaft: And when they had fo done 
for eight days, in the taberna-les, they departed to their owa 
homes, finging hymns to God, and returning thanks to Efdras, 
for his reformation of what corruptions had been introduced 
into their fettlement. So it came to pafs, that after he had ob- 
tained this reputation among thc people, he died an old, man, 
and was buried in a magnificent manner at Jerufalem, About 
the fame time it happened alfo, that Joacim the high priett di- 
ed; and his fon Eliafib fucceeded in the high prieft-hood. 

- 6. Now there was one of thofe Jews that had been carried 
captive, who was cup-bearer to king Xerxes; his name was 
Nehemiah. As this man was walking belore Sula, the metro- 
polis of the Perfians, he heard fome itrangers that were enter: 
ing the city after along journey, fpeaking to one another in 
the Hebrew tongue, fo he went to them and afked them whence 
they came? And when their anfwer was, that they came from 
Judea, he began to-enquire of them again in what flate the 


® This Jewith feaft of tabernacles was imitated in {.veral heathen folemnitics, # 
Spanheim here obferves and proves. He alfo farther obferves preeatly, what grat 
segard many, heathens bad to the monuments of their forefathers, as Nehemiah bad 
here, § 6. a 
+ This rule of Ezra’s, not to fat on a feftival day, is quoted ia ἴδε Apofteli 
Conflitutions, B. V. as obtaining among Chriftians alfo. 
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nibjtitude was ? and in what condition Pautatem was? and 
‘whan they replied, that they were ina δ bad fate, for that their 
walls were thrown down to the ground, and that the neighbour, 
ing nations dida great deal of mifchiet tothe Jews, while im 
the day time they overrag the country, and pillaged i, and in 


the night did shem mifcheef, jnfomuch that not a few were 
led away captive out of ry, and out of Jerufalem it- 





felf, and that the roads m the day time found full of dead 
men. Hereupon Nehemigh thed tears, ont of commiferation 
of the calamities of his countrymeg: And looking 

en he faid, ‘“* How long, O Loree wilt thou over Ur Na~ 
tion, while it fuffers fo great miferiea, and while e made 
the prey and fpoil of all men ?” And while he @ayed at the 
gate and lamented thus, one a. eat the king wat going 
to fit downto fuapper ; fo he made and went ashe was, with, 
out wafhing hnnielf, to minifter to the king in hisofficeof cup. | 
bearer: But asthe king was very pleafantafter fupper,and more 
chegsful than ufual, he caft his eyes on Nehemiah, and fecing 
him Yeok fad, he afked him, why be- was fad ? Whereupon 
he prayed to God to give him favour, and afford him the pow- 
er of perfuadin by his words ; and faid, “ How can I,O king, 
appear otherwile than thus, and not be in trouble, while I" 
hear that the walls of Jerufalem, the city where are the fepul- 
chres of my fathers, are thrown down to the ground, and that 
its gates are confumed by fire ; but do thou gram ame the fay 
vour to go and build its wall, and to finith the building of the 
temple.” Accordingly the king gave him a fignal, that he 
freely granted him what he afked ; and told him that he fhould 
carry an epiftle to the governors, that they might pay him due 


heav- 









honour, and afford him whatfoever-affiftance jm wanted, and as 
he pleafed. ‘‘ Leave off thy forrow then, e king, ané 
* be Qigerful in the performance of thy office fereafter.” So 





Néherhiah worfbipped God ; and gave the king thanks for his 
promife, and cleared up his fad and cloudy countenance, .by 
the pleafure he had trom the king’s promifes. Aycprdingly 
’ the king called tor him the next day, and gave him ap ὀρ ἰδ. 
to be carried to Adeus, the governor of Syria, and Phenicia, 
and Samaria; whereim he ient to him to pay due bonour te 
Nehemiah, and to fupply him wih what he wanted far his 
building. . 
7. Now when he was come to Babylon, and.had taken with 
him many-o#his country men, who voluntarily followed him. 
he came to Jerufalem in the twenty and fifth year of thereigr 


® This miferable condition of the Jews, and their capital, muft have been after 
the death of Ezra, their former governor, and before Nehemiah came with his com= 
mission to build the was of jerufalem: Nor is that at all difagrneable to thele 
hiftosies in Jofepbus, fince Ezra came on the 7th, and Nehemiah nottll the scth = * 
of Xerxes, at the interval of 18 years. 
“ 
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of Xerxes : And when he had thewn the * epiftles to God, Be 
, gave them to Adeus, and tothe other governors. He alfo cal- 
ed together all the people to Jerufalem, and ftood in the midi 
of the temple and made the following f{peech to them : “ You 
know, O Jews, that God hath kept our tathers Abraham, and 
Ifaac and Jacob, in mind contiguafly ; and for the fake of 
their righteoufnefs hath-not left off the care of you: Indeed 


, he Hath affifted me in gaining this.authority of the king to 


4 


raife up our wail], and finifh whatis wanting of the tem- 
ple. Igafire you thereforggwwho well know the ill-will our 
neighbéurshg nations bear tg us, and that when once they are 
made fenlible that we are in earneft about building, they will 
come upon us, and contrive many ways of obftructing our 
works, that you will, inthe firft place, put your truft in God, 
as in him that will affift us againft their hatred, and to intermit 
building neither night nor day, butto ufe all diligence, andto 
haften on the work, now we have this efpecial opportunity for 
it.” When he had [δὰ this, he- gave order that the rulers 
fhould meafure the wall, and part the -work of it among the 
people, according to their villages and cities, as every one’s 
ability fhould require. And when he hadadded this promife, 
that he himfelf, with his fervants, would affift them, he dif- 
folved the affembly. So the Jews prepared for the work: 
That is the name they are called by. from the day that they 
came up trom Babylon, which is taken from the tribe of Ju- 
dah, which came firft to thefe places, and thence both they 
and the country gained that appellation. 

_8. But ‘now when the Ammonites, arid Moabites, and Sama- 
ritans, and all that inhabited Celefyria, heard that the building 


. ‘went on apace, ghey took it heinoufly, and proceeded to la 


{nares for then, and to hinder their intentions. They alfo 
flew many of the Jews, and fought how they might deftro 

Nehemiah himfelt, by hiring fome οἵ the foreigners tq αἱ 

him. They alfo put the Jews in fear, and difturbed. them, 
and {pread.abroad rumours, as it many nations were ready to 
make an expedition againft them, by which means they were 
harraffed, and had almoft left off the building: But none of 
thefe things could deter Nehemiah from being diligent about 
the work ; he only fet a riumber of men about him as aguard 
to his body, and fo unweariedly perfevered therein, and was 
infenfible of any trouble, out of his defire toperfe& this work. 
And thus did he attentively, and with great foredaft, take care 


. of his own fafety, not that be feared death, but of this per- 
fuafion, that if he were dead the walls for his citizens would 


* This fhewing kéng Xerxes’s epiftles to God, or laying them open before God 


' in thetemple, is very like the laying open the epiltles of Sennacherib before bim 


alfo by Hezekiah, 2 Kings xix. 14. fa. xxxvii. 1. althongh this laft was fore 

memorial, to put him in mind of the enemies, in order to move that divine com- 

passion, ‘and the prefent as a token of gratitude for mercies alseady receiwed, δὲ 
vercamp well obferves on this place. 
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never be raifed. He alfo gave orders, that the builders fhould 
keep their ranks, and have their armour on while they 
were building. Accordingly the mafon had his {word on, 
as well as he that brought tne materials for ouilding. He 
allo appointed that their fhields fhould lie verynear them ; 
and he placed trumpeters, at every five hundred feet, and 
charged them, that if their enemies appeared they fhould 
give notice of it to the people, that they might fight in 
their armour, and their enemies might not fall upon them na- 
ked: He alfo went about the cogapals of the city ba night, 
being never difcouraged neither-about the work itfelf, nor ἃ. 
bout his own diet and fleep, for he made no ufe of thofe things 
for his pleafure, but out of neceffity. And this trouble he un- 
derwent for * two years and four months: For in fo long a 
time was the wall built, in the twenty-eighth year of 
the reign οἱ Xerxes, in the ninth month. Now when 
the walls were finifhed, Nehemiah and the multitude offered 
facrifices to God for,the building of them, and they continued 
in feafting eight days. However, when the nations which 
d-welt in Syria heard that the building of the wall was finifhed, 
they had indignation at it; But when Nehemiah faw that the 
city was thin of people, he exhorted the priefts, and the Le- 
vites, that they would leave the country, and remove themfelves 
to the city, and there continue ; and he built them houfes at 
his own expenfes : And he commanded that part of the people 
which were employed in cultivating the land to bring the tithes 
of cheir fruits to Jerufalem, that the priefts and Levites having 
whereof they might live perpetually, and-might not leave the 
divine worfhip ; who willingly hearkened to the conftitutions 
of Nehemiah, by which means the city Jerufalem came to be 
fuller of. people than it was before. So when Nehemiah had 
done many other excellent things, and things worthy of commen- 
dation, in aglorious manner,he came to agreatage, and then died, 
He was a man of a good and a righteous difpofition, and very 
ambitious to make his own nation happy ; And he bath left the 
walls of Jerufalem as an external monument tor himfelf, Now 
this was done in the days of Xerxes. 


® Itmay not be very improper to remark here, with what an unufual accuracy 
folcphus determines thefe years of Xerxes, in which the walls of Jerufalem were 

ilt, viz. that Nehemiah came with his commission in the asth of Xerxes ; that 
the walls were two years four months in building ; and that were finished on 
the a8th of Xerxes, § 7, 8. It may alfo be remarked farther, that Jofephus bard- 
ly ever mentions more than one infallible aftronomical charaGtey, I mean an eclipie 
of the moon, and this a little before‘the death of Herod the Great. Antiq. B. XVII. 
ch. vi. § 4. vol. II. Now on thefe two chronological charaGers in great meafure 
. depend {ome of the moft important points belonging to Chriftianity, viz. the ex. 
plication of Daniel’s 70 weeks, and the duration of our Saviour's minifiry, and 
the time of his death, in correfpondence to thele 70 weeks. See the fupplement te 
the Lit. Accomp. of Proph. oe 13. ι 
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CHAP. VI. 


Concerning Efther,‘and Mordecai, and Haman: And how, tn 
the reign of Artaxerxes, the whole nations of the Jews was 
in danger af perifhing. 


ᾧ 2. ANE the death of Xerxes, the kingdom came to 

be transferred to his fon Cyrus, whom the Greeks 
called Artaxerxes. When this man had obtained the govern- 
ment over the Perfians, the whole * nation of the Jews, with 
their wives and children, were in danger of perifhing ; the oc- 
eafion whereof we fhall declare in a little time, for it 1s prop- 
er, in the τῇ place, to explain fomewhat relating to this king, 
and how he came to marry a Jewifh wife, who was herfelf of 
the royal family alfo, and whois related to have faved our na- 
tion ; for when Artaxerxes had taken the kingdom, and had 
fet governors over the hundred twenty and feven provinces, 
from Indiaeven unto Ethiopia, inthe third year of his reign, 
he madea coftly feaft tor his friends,and for the nations of Pertfia, 
and for their governors fuch an oneas was proper for a king to 
make, when he hada mind tomake a public demonftration of his 
riches, andthis fora hundred and fourlcore days ; after which he 
made a feaft for other nations, and for theif ambaffadors, at Shu- 
fhan, for feven days. Now this feaft was ordered after the manner 
following: He caufed a tent to be pitched, which was fupported 
by pillars of gold and filver, with curtains of linen and purple 
fpread over them, that it might afford room tor many ten thou- 
fands to ft down. Fhe cups with which the waiters miniftered 


* Since fome fceptical perfons ‘are willing to difcard this book of Efther as no 
truc hiltory ; and even our learned and judicious Dr. Wall, in his late pofihu- 
mous critical notes upon all the othe: Hebrew books of the Old Teftament, gives us 
none upon the Canticles, or upen Efther, and {cems thereby to give up this book, 
m well as he gives up the Canticles, as indefenfible ;- I shall venture to fay, that al- 
moft all the objcétiens again this book of Efiher are gone at once, if, as we cer- 
” tainly oughtto do,and as Dean Prideaux has juftly done, we place this hiftory 
- under Artaxerxes Longimanus, as doth both the Septuagint interpreters and Jefo- 

phus. The learned Dr. Lee, in his pofthumous diflertation on the fecond book of 
Eidras, page 25. alfo fays, That ** the truth of this hiftory.is demonftrated by the 
feaft of Puriin, kept up from that time to this very day : And this furprifing prov- 
idential revolution in Evour of a captive people, thereby conftantly commemorated, 
ftandeth even upon a firmer bafis than that there ever was fuch a man as king Alex- 
ander [the Great }in the world, of whole reign there is no fuch abiding monument 
at this day to be foufd any where. Nor will they, 1 dare fay, who quarrel] at this, 
or any other of the lacred hifturies, find it a very eafy matter to reconcile the difler~ 
ent eccounts which were given by hiftorians of. the affairs of this king, or to con- 
firm any one fact of his whatever withthe fame evidence which is here given for the 
principal faét in the facred book, of even fo much as to prove the exiftence of fuch 
ἃ perion, of whom fo great things are related, but upen- granting this book of E&- 
ber, or fixth of Efdras, (as it is placed in fome of the moft ancient copies of the vul- 
gatc,) to be a ποῦ true and certain hiftory,” &c. 








_ tinually, as is the pra¢tice οἱ th 
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were of gold, and adorned with precious ftones, for pleafure 
and for fight. Healfo gave order to the fervants, that they 
fhould not force them to drink by, bringing them wine con- 
e Perfians, but to permit every 

one of the guefts to enjoy themfelves according to his own in- 
clination. Moreover, he fent meflengers through the coun- 
try. and gave order that they fhould have a remiffion of their 
labours, and fhould keep a feftival many days, on agcount of 
his kingdom. In like manner, did Vafhti the queen gather her 
gueits together, and made them a feaft in the palace. Now the 
ing was defirous to fhew her, who exceeded all other women - 
in beauty, to thofe that teafted with him, and he fent fome to 
command her to come to his feaft. But fhe, out of regard to 
the laws of the Perfians which *-torbid the wives to be feen by 
ftrangers, did not goto the king ; and though he oftentimes 
fent the eunuchs to her, fhe did neverthelefs ftay away, and 
retufed to come, till the king was fo much irritated, that he 
brake up the entertainment, and rofe up, and called for thofe 
feven who had the. interpretation of the laws comYwitted to 
them, and accufed his wife, and {aid, that he had heen affront 
ed by her, becawfe that when fhe was frequently called by him 
to his feaft, fhe did not obey him once. He therefore gave 
order, that they fhould inform him what could be done by the 
law againft her. So one of them, whofe name was Memucanz, 


 faid, That “ this affront was offered not to him alone, but to 


all the Perfians, who were in danger of leading their lives very 
ill with their wives, if they muft be thus defpifed by them; 
for that none of their wives would have any reverence for 
their hufbands, if they had fuch an example of arrogance in 
the queen towards thee, who ruleft over all.” Accordingly he 
exhorted him to punifh her, who had becn guilty of fo great 
an affront to him, after a fevere manner ; and when he had fo 
done, to publifh to the nations what had been decreed about 
the queen. So the refolution was to put Vafhu away, and to . 
give her dignity to another woman. 

2. But the king having been fond of her, did not well bear a 
feparation, and yet by the law he could not admit of a recon- 
ciliation, fo he was under trouble. as not having it in his pow- 
er to do whathe defired todo. But when his triends faw him 


# If the Chaldee paraphraft be in the right, that Artaxerxes intended to shew 
Vashti to hisgguefts naked, it is no wonder at all that she would not {ubmit to {uch 
an indiznity ; but ftillif it were not io grofs as that, yet it might, in the king's 
cups, be done in a way fo indecent, as the Perfian laws wou'd got then bear no more 
than the common laws of modedty. And that the king had ίονης fuch defign, feeins 
not improbable, for otherwife the principal of thetc royal guefts could be no ftran. 
gers to the queen, nor unapprifed of her beauty, fo far as decency admitted, How. 
ever, fince Providence was now paving the way far the introduéion of a Jewels in. 
to the kings affeétions, in order to bring about one of the moft wonderful deliver. 
ances which the Jewish or any nation ever had, we need not be farther folicitous . 
about the motives by which th: king was ioduced to divorce Vashti, and marry 
ERther. 
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fo uneafy, they advifed him to caft the memory of his wife, 

and his love for her, out of his mind, but to fend abroad over 

ali the habitable earth, and to fearch out for comely virgins, 

and to take her whom he fhould beft like for his wite, becaufe 
his paflion for hig former wife would be quenched by the in- 
trodu€tion of another, and the kindnefs he had tor Vaihti would 
be withdrawn trom her, and be placed on her that was with 
him. Accordingly he was perfuaded to follow this advice, 
and gave order to certain perfons to choofe aut of the yirgins 
that were in his kingdom thofe that were efteemed the mot 
comely. So when a great number of thefe virgins were gath- 
ered together, there was founda damfei in Babylon, both 
whofe parents were dead, and fhe was brought up with her 
uncle Mordecai, for that was her uncle’s name, This uncle 
was of the tribe of Benjamin, and was one of the principal 
perfons among the Jews. Now it proved that this damiel, 
whofe name was Efther, was the moft beautiful of all che ref, 
and that the grace ot her countenance drew the eyes of the 
{peftators principally upon her: Sa fhe was committed to 
one of the eunuchs to takethe care of her; and the was very 
exactly proyided with fweet odours, in great plenty, and with 
coftly .ointments, fuch as her. body required to be anointed 
with all ; and this was ufed for fix months by the virgins, who 
were in number four hundred. And when the eunuch thought 
the virgins had been fufficiently purificd, in the fore-mention- 
ed time, and were now fit to goto the king’s bed, he fent one 
to be with the king every day. So when he had accompanied 
with her, he fent her back to the eunuch; and when Rther 
had come to him, he was pleafed with her, and fell inlove with 
the damfel, and mafried her, and made her his lawful wife, an 

kept a wedding feaft for her on the twelfth month of the {ev- 
enth year of his reign, which was called Adar, He alfo {ent 
angar!, as they are called, or meffengers, unto every nation, 
and gave orders that they fhould keep a feaft for his marriage, 
while he himfelf treated the Perfians and the Medes, and the 


- principal men of the nations, for a whole month, on account 


of this his marriage. Accordingly Efther came to his roy 
parace and he fet a diadem on her head: And thus was Lit- 

er married, without making known to the king what nation ih¢ 
was derived from. Her uncle alfo remvoed trom Babylon to 
Shufhan, and dwelt there, being every day about the palace, 
and enquiring how the damfel did, tor he loved her as though 
fhe had been his own daughter. | 

2. Now the king had made * a Jaw, that none of his ow? 

eople fhould approach him unlefs he were called, when he 
at upon his throne ; and men, with axes in their hands, 


* Herocotus fays, that this law [againft any one’s coming uncalled to the kings 
gt Perfia when they were fitting on their thrones] was firh caatted by Desoces, i 
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round about his throne,-in order to punifh fuch as approached 
to him without being called. However, the king fat with a 
΄ golden {ceptre in his hand, which he held out when he hada 
mind to fave any one of thofe that approached to him without 
being called; and he who touched it was free from danger. 
But of this matter we have difcourfed fufficiently. 

4. Some time after this [twa eunuchs} Bigthan and Terefh 
. plotted againft the king : And Barnabazus, the fervant of one 
of the eunuchs, being by birth a Jew, was acquainted with 
their conf{piracy, and difcovered it to the queen’s uncle ; and 
Mordecai, by the means of Efther, made the confpirators 
known to the king. This troubled the king, but he difcover- 
ed the truth, and Ranged the eunuchs upona crofs, while at that 


time he gave no reward to Mordecai, who had been the occae ᾿ 


fioh of his prefervation. He only bid the {cribes to fet down 
is name in the'records, and bid him ftay in the palace, as an’ 
intimate triend of the king’s. 

ς. Now there was one Haman, the fon of Amedatha, by 
birth an Amalekite, that ufed to go into the king; and 
foreigners andPerfians worfhipped him, as Artaxerxes had com- 
manded that f{ych honour fhould be paid to him ; but Morde. 
' cai was fo wile, and fo obfervant of his own country’s laws, 
that he would not * worfhip the man. When Haman obferv- 
ed this, he enquired whence he came ? and when he under- 
{food that he was a Jew, had indignation at him, and faid with- 
in himfelt, That whereas the Perfians, who were free men, 
worfhipped him, this man, who wasno better than a flave, does 
not vouchfate to do fo,” And when he defired to punifh More 
decai, he thought it too {mall a thing to requeft ot the king that 
he alone might be punifhed ; he rather determined to abolifh 
the whole nation, for he was naturally an enemy to the Jews, 
becaufe the nation of the Amalekites, of which he was, had 
been deftroyed by them. Accordingly he came to the king, 
and accufed them, faying, ‘‘ There isa certain wicked nation, 
and it is difperfed over all the habitable earth that was under 
his dominion ; anation feparate from others,unfociable. neither 
admitting the fame fort of divine worfhip that others do, nor 
ufing laws like tothe laws of others ; atenmity with thy pea- 

le, and with all men, both in their manners and praétices. Now 
if thou wilt be 4 benetaétar to thy fubjeéts, thou wilt give or- 


[by him who firft withdrew the Medes from the dominion of the Affytians, and 
imfelf firft reigned over them.] Thus alfo, fays Spanheim, ftood guards, with 
their axes, about the throne of Tenus, or Tenudus, that the offender might by 
them be punished immediately. 

5. Whether this adoration required ef Mordecai to Haman were by him deemed 
too like the adoration required due only to God, as Jofephus feems hese to think, as 
well as the Septuagint interpreters alfo, by their tranflation of Efth. xiii. 19, 19, 14. 
or whether he thought he ought to pay no fort of adoration to an Amalekite, which 
ration had been {uch great finners as to have been univerfally devoted to deftru@ion 
by God himfelf, Exod. xvii, 14, 15» 16. 2 Sam. xv. 18. or whether both cau 
ΕΣ concuryed, cannot now, I doubt, be entirely determined. 


\ 
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der to deftroy them utterly, and not leave the leaft remains of 
them, nor preferve any of them either for flaves, or for cap- 
tives.” But that the king might not be damnified by the lofs 
of the tributes which the Jews paid him, Haman promifed to 
give him out of his own eitate forty thoufand talents whenfo- 
ever he pleafed ; and he faid, he would pay this money very 
willingly, that the kingdom might be freed from fucha mistor- 
tune. 

6. When Haman had made this petition, the king both for- 
gave him the money, and granted himthe men, to do what he 
would with them. So Haman, having gained what he defired, 
fent out immediately a decree, as from the King, to ail nations, 
the contents whereof were thefe: ‘* Artaxerxes the great king, 
to the rulers of the hundred twenty and feven provinces, from 
India to Ethiopia, fends this writing : Whereas I have govern- 
ed many nations, and obtained the dominions of all the habi- 
table earth,according to my defire,and have not been obliged to 
do any thing that is infolent or cruel to my fubje&ts by {uch 
my power, but have fhewed myfelf mild and gentle, by tak- 
ing care of their peace and good order, and have fought how 
they might enjay thofe bieffings for all time to come : And 
whereas I have been kindly intormed by Haman, who, on ac- 
count of his prudence and juftice, isthe firft in my efteem, 
and in dignity, and only fecond to myfelf. for his fidelity and 
conftant good will to me, and there is an ill natured nation in- 
termixed with all mankind, that 15 averfe to our laws, and not 
fubjeét to kings, and of a different condu& of life tram others, 
that hateth monarchy, and of a difpofition that is pernicious 

-to our affairs, I give order that all thefe men, of whom Ha- 
man, our fecond father, hath intormed us, be deftroyed; with 
their wives and children, and that none of them be fpared and 
that none prefer pitty to them before obedience to this decree. 
And this 1 will to be executed on the fourteenth day ot the 
twelfth month of this prefent year, that fo when all that have 
enmity to us are deftroyed, and this in one day, we may be 
allowed to lead the reft of our Kves in peace hereafter.” Now 
when this decree was brought to the cities, and tothe country, 
all were ready for the deftruftion and entire abolifhment of the 
pews. againft the day before mentioned ; and they were very 

afty about it, at Shuthan in particular. Accordingly the 
king and Haman fpent their time in feafting together with good 
cheer and wine, but the city was.in diforder. 

4. Now when Mordecai was intormed οἱ what was done, he 
rent hisclothes, and put on fackcloth, and {prinkled athes up- 
on his head, and went about the city, crying out, That “a 
nation that had been injurious to no man, was to be deftroyed.” 
And he went on faying thus as far as to the king’s palace, and 
there he flood, for it was not lawful for him togo into it in that 
habit. The fame thing was done by all the Jews that were in 
the feveral ciues wherein this decree was publifhed, with la 
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- mentation and mourning, on account of the calamities dénoun- 
ced againft them. But as foon as certain perfons had told the 
queen that Mordecai ftood betore the court in a mourning hab- . 


it, fhe was difturbed at this report, and fent out fuch as fhould 
_ change his garments ; but when he could not be induced to 

put off his fackcloth becaufe the {ad occafion that forced him to 
put it on. was not yet ceafed, fhe called the eunuch Acratheus, 
tor he was then prefent, and fent him to Mordecai, in order to 
know of him what fad accident had befallen him, tor which 
he was in mourning, and would not put off the habit he had 
put on at her defire. Then did Mordecai inform the eunuch. 
of the occafion of his mourning, and ot the decree which was 
fent by the king into all the country, andof the promife of 
money whereby Haman bought the deftruétion of their na- 
tion. He alfo gave him acopy of what was proclaimed at 
Shufhan, to be carried to Efther ; and he charged her to pe- 
tition the king abaut this matter, and not to think it q difhon- 
ourable thing in her to put on an humble habit, for the fatety 
of her nation, wherein fhe might deprecate the ruin of the 
Jews, who were in danger of it ; for that Haman, whefe dig- 
nity was only inferior to that of the king’s, had accufed the. 
‘Jews, and had irritated the king againft them. When the was 
mformed of this, fhe fent to Mordecai again, and told him that 
fhe was not called by the king, and that he who goes into him 
without being called, is to be flain, unlefs when he is willing 
to fave any one, he holds out his golden {ceptre to him ; but 
that (o whomfoever he does fo, although he go in without be- 
Ing called, that perfon is fo far from being fain, that he ob- 
tains pardon, amndis entirely preferved. Now when the eun- 
uch carried-this meflage from Efther to Mordecai, he bad him 
alfo tell her that fhe muft not only provide for her own pre- 
fervation, but for the common prefervation of her nation, for 
that if fhe now negleéted this opportunity, there would cer- 
tainly arife help’ to them from God fome other way, but the 
and her tather’s houfe would be deftroyed by thofe whom fhe 
now defpifed. But Efther fentthe very fame eunuch back to 
Mordecai [to defire him], to goto Shuthan, and to gather the . 
Jews that were there together to a congregation, and _ to fait,’ 
and abftain from.all forts of food on her account, and to [let 
him know that] fhe with her maidens would do the fame ; and 
then fhe promifed that fhe would go to therking, though it 
were againit the law, and that if fhe muft die for it, fhe would 
not retufe it. 

8. Accordingly Mordecai did as Efther had enjoined him, 
and made the people faft; and he befought God, together 
with them, ‘* Not to overlook his nation, particularly at this 
time, when it was going to be déftroyed, but that, as he had 
often befor provided for them, and forgiven, when they had 
finned, fo he would now deliver them trom that deftru€tion 
which was denounced againft them ; for although it was notall 
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the nation that had offended, yet muft they fo inglorioufly δέ 
flain, and that he was himfelf the occafion of the wrath of Ha 
man, becaufe, faid he, I did not worfhip him, nor could I 
endure to pay that honour to him which I ufed to pay tothee, 
O Lord ; for upon that his anger hath he contrived this pref. 
ent mifchief againft thofe that have not tranf{greffed thy laws.” 
The fame fupplications did the multitude put up; and entrea- 
ted that God would provide for their deliverance, and free 
the Ifraelites that were in all the earth from this calamity which 
was now coming upon them, for they had it before their eyes, 
and expefled its coming. Accordingly Efther made fuppli- 
cation to God after the manner of her country, by catling 
herfelf down upon the earth, and putting on her mourning 
arments, and bidding farewell to meat and drink, and a 
elicacies, for three days time ; and fhe entreated God to have 
mercy upon her, and make her words appear perfualive to the 
king, and render her countenance more beautiful than it was 
before,. that both by her words and beauty the might fucceed, 
for the averting of the king’s anger, in cafe he were at all Ππ|- 
tated againft her, and for the confolation of thofe of her own 
country, now they were in the utmoft danger of perifhing ; as 
alfothat he would excite an hatred in the king againft the en- 
emies of the Jews, and thofe that had contrived their future 
deftru€ion, if they proved to be contemned by him. 

9. When Efther had ufed this fupplication for three days, 
fhe put off thofe garments, and changed her habit, and adorn- 
ed herfelt as became a queen, and took two of her hand-maids 
with her, the one of which fupported her, as fhe gently lean- 
ed upon her and the other followed after, and litted up her 
_large train (which {wept along theground), with the extrem- 
ities of her fingers : And thus fhe come to the king, having ἃ 
blufhing rednefs in her countenance, with a pleafant agreea- 
blenefs in her behaviour, yet did fhe goin to him with fear; 
and as foon as fhe was come over againft him, as he was fitting 
on his throne, in his royal apparel, which was a garment 1n- 
terwoven with gold and precious ftones, which made him feem 
to her more terrible, efpecially when he looked at her fome- 
what feverely, and with a countenance on fire with anger, her 
joints failled her immediately, out of the dread fhe was in, 
and fhe fell down fideways inafwoon: But the king changed 
his mind, which happened, as I fuppofe, by the will of God, 
and was concerned for his wife, left her fear fhould bring fome 
very ill thing upon her, and he leaped from his throne, and 
took her in his arms, and recoveted her, by embracing her, 
and {peaking comtortably to her, and exhorting her to be of 
good cheer, and not to fufpe& any thing that was faid on ac- 
count of her coming to him without being called, becaufe that 
law was made for fubjeéts, but that fhe. who was a queen, as 
well as he a king, might be entirely fecure : And as he faid 
this, he put the {ceptre into her hand, and laid his rod upon 


® 
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her neck, on account of the law ; and fo freed her from her 
fear. And after the had recovered herfelt by thefe encour- 
agements, fhe faid, ‘‘ My Lord, itis not eafy tor me on the 
fudden, to fay what hath happened, for as foon as I faw thee 
to be great, and comely, and terrible, my fpirit departed from 
me, andI had no foul left in me.”- And while it was with dif- 
ficulty, and in a low voice, that fhe could fay thus much, the 
king was ina great agony and diforder, and encouraged Eft- 
her to be of g6od cheer, and to expet better fortune, fincehe 
was ready, it occafion thould require it, to grant to her the half 
ot his kingdom. Accordingly Either defired that he and his 
friend Haman would come to her to a banquet, for fhe faid fhe 
Rad prepared a fupper for him. He confented to it ; and when 
they were there, as they were drinking, he bid Eftherto “ let 
hir know what fhe delired, for that fhe fhould not be difap- 
ointed, though the fhould defire the half of his’ kingdom.” 
ut fhe put off the difcovery of her petition till the next day, 
if be would come again, together with Haman to her banquet. 
10. Now when the king had promifed fo to do, Haman 
went away very glad, hecaufe he alone had the honour of fup- 
ping with the king at Efther’s banquet, and becaufe no one 
elfe partook of the fame honour with kings but himfelf ; yet 
when he faw Mordecai in the court, he was very much dit. 
pleafed, for he paid him no manner οἱ refpeét when he faw 
him. So he went homeand called for his wife Zereth, and his 
friends, and when they were come, he thewed them what hon- 
our he enjoyed not only from the king, but fromthe queen 
alfo, for as he alone had that day fupped with her, together 
with the king, fo was he alfo invited again for the next day ; 
yet, faid he, am I not pleafed to fee Mordecai the Jew in the 
court. Hereupon his wife Zerefh advifed him to give order 
that a gallows fhould be made fifty cubits high, and that in the 
morning he fhould afk it of the king that Mordecai might be 
hangedthereon. So he commended her advice, and gave or- 
der to his fervants to prepare the gallows, and to place it inthe 
court, for the punifhment of Mordecai thereon, which was ac- 
cordingly prepared. But God laughed to fcorn the wicked 
expectations of Haman ; and as he knew what the event would 
be, he was delighted at it, for that night hetook away the king’s 
fleep: And as the king was not willing to lofe the timc of his 
lying awake, but to {pend it in fomething that might be of ad- 
vantage to his kingdom, he commanded the {cribe to bring him 
the chronicles of the former kings, and the records of his own 
adlions ; and when he had brought them, and was reading them, 
one was found to have received a country on account of his 
excellent management on a certain occafion, and the name οἱ 
the country was fet down; another was found to have hada 
prefent made him an account of his fidelity : Then the {cribe 
came to Bigthan and Terefh, the eunuchs that had made a 
confpiracy againit the king, which Mordecai had dafcovered ; 
_ Vou. W 3 
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and when the fcribe {aid no more but that, and was going on 
to another hiftory, the king ftopped him, and enquired, 
** Whether it was not added that Mordecai had a reward giver 
him ?” and when he faid there was no fuch addition, he bid 
him leave off, and he enquired of thofe that were appointed for 
that purpofe, what hour of the night it was ? and when he was 
informed that it was already day, he gave order, that il they 
found any one of his triends already come, and ftanding be- 
fore the court, they fhould tell him. Now it happened that 
Haman was found there, for he was come fooner than ordinary 
to petition the king to have Mordecai put to death: And when 
the fervants faid, that Haman was betore the court, he bid them 
eall him in ; and when he was come in, he faid, “ Beeaufe 
know that thou art my only faft friend, I defire thee to give 
me advice, how I may honour one that I greatly love, and that 
after a manner fuitable to my magnificence.”” Now Haman 
‘reafoned with himfelf, that what opinion he fhould give it 
would be for himfelt, fince it was he alone who was beloved 
by the king: So he gave that advice which he thought of all 
other the beft; for he faid, ‘‘ If thou wouldft truly honour a 
man whom thou fayeft thou doft love, give order that he may 
ride on horfeback, with the fame garment on which thou wear- 
eft, and with a gold chain about his neek, and let one of thy 
intimate friends go before him, and proclaim through the whole 
city, that whofoever the king bonoureth, obtaineth this mark 
of hishonour.”” This wasthe advice which Haman gave out 
of a fuppofal that fuchreward would come to himfelf. Here- 
upon the king was pleafed with the advice and faid, ““ Go thos 
therefore for thou haft the horfe, the garment, and the chain, 
afk for Mordecai the Jew, and give him thofe things, and 
before his horfe and proclaim accordingly ; for thow art, faid 
he, my intimate friend, and haft given me good advice; be 
thou then the minifter of what thou haft advifed me to. This 
fhall be his reward from us, for preferving my life.” When 
he heard this order, which was entirely unexpefled, he was 
confounded tn his mind, and knew not what to deo. However, 
he went out and led the horfe, and took the purple garment, 
and the goldea chain for the neck, and finding Mordecai be- 
fore the court, clothed in fackcloth, he bid him put that gar- 
ment off, and put the purple garment on: But Mordecai not 
knowing the truth of the matter, but thinking that tt was done 
in mockery, faid, “ O thou wretch, the vileft of all mankind, 
doft thou thusdaugh at our calamities?” But when he was fat- 
isfied that the king beftowed this honour upon him, for the de- 
liverance he had procured him, when he convi@ed the eunuchs 
who had confpired againft him, he put on that purple garment 
which the king always wore, and put the chatn about his neck, 
and got on herfeback, arid went round the city, while Haman 
went before, and proclaimed, ‘‘ This fhall be the reward which 
.the king will beftow on every one whom he loves, andefieems 
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worthy of honour.”’ And when they had gone round the city, 

Mordecai went in to the king, but Haman went home, out of 

fhame, and informed his wife and friends with what had hap- 
ened, and this with tears: Who faid, that ‘* he would never 

Pe able to be revenged on Mordecai, for that God was with 
Im.” 

13. Now while thefe men were thus talking one to another, 
Efther’s eunuchs haftened Haman away to come to {upper : 
But one of the eunuchs named Sabuchadas, faw the gallows 
that was fixed in Haman’s houfe, and enquired of one of his 
fervants, for what purpofe they had prepared it ? So he knew 
that it was for the queen’s uncle, becaule Haman was about te 
petition the king that he might be punifhed, but at prefent he 

eld his peace. Now whenthe king, with Haman, were atthe 
banquet, he defired the queen to tell him what gift the defired 
to obtain, and affured her that ihe fhould have whatfoever the 
had a mind to, Shethen lamented the danger her people were 
in; and fatd, that “ the and ber nation were given up to be 
deftroyed, and that fhe, on that account, made this her petition: 
That {he would not have troubled him if he had only given or- 
der that they thould be fold into bitter fervitude, for fuch a 
mistortune would not have been intolerable ; but fhe defired 
that they might be delivered from fuch a deftruction.” And_ 
when the king enquired ot her who was the author of this mif- 
ery to them? fhe thenopenly accufed ‘Haman, and convitted 
him, that he had been the wicked inftrument of this, and had 
formed this plot againft them.. When the king was hereupon 
in diforder, and was gone haftily out οἱ the banquet into the 
gardens, Haman began to intercede with Efther, and to be- 
jeech her to torgive him, as to what he Lad offended, for he 
perceived that he was ima very bad cafe. And as he had fal- 
fen upon the queen’s bed, and was making fupplication to her, 
the king came in, and being ftill more provoked at what he 
faw, “Ὁ thou wretch, faid he, thou vileit of all mankind, dof 
thou atm to force my wife ?’”” And when Haman was aftonith- 
ed atthis, and not able to fpeak one word more, Sabuchadas 
the eunuch came in, and accufed Haman, and faid, ‘‘ Hefound 
a gallows, at his honfe prepared for Mordecai, tor that the fer- 
vanttold him fomuch, upon his enquiry, when he was fent to him 
to call him to fupper:” He faid farther, that " the gallows was 
fifty cubits high.” Which.when the king heard, he determin- 
ed that Haman fhould be punifhed after no other manner than 
that which had been devifed by him againft Mordecai; fo he 
gave order immediately that he fhould be hung upon thofe 
gallows, and be put to death after that manner. And from 
hence I cannot.forbear to admire God, and ‘to learn hence his 
wifdom and his juftice, not only in punifhing the wickednefs 
of Haman, but in fo difpofing it, that he fhould undergo the 
very fame punifhment which he had contrived for another ; 
48 alfo, becaufe thereby he teaches others this Jeflon, that what 
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mifchiefs any one prepares againft another, he, without know- 
ing of it, fir contrives it againft himfelf. 

12. Wherefore Haman who had immoderately abufed th 
honour he had from the king was deftroyed after this manner, 
and the king granted his eitate to the queen. He aiio called 
for Mordecai, (for Eflner had informed him that fhe was a-kin 
to him) and gave that ring to Mordecai which he had_before 

iven to Haman. The queen alfo gave Haman’s effate τὸ 
fordecai; and prayed the king to deliver the nation of the 
Jews from the fear of death, and thewed him what had bees 
written over all the country by Haman the fon of Ammec- 
; for that if her country were deftroyed, and her coun'rv- 
men were to perith, fhe could not bear to live herfelt any |on- 
ger. So the king promifed her, that he would not do any thirg 
that fhould be d:fagreeable to her, nor contraditt what lhe 
defired, but he bid her write what the pleafed about the Je»s, 
in the king’s name, and feal it with his feal, and lend it to 3: 
his kingdom, for that thofe who read epiilles whofe authon'y 
1s fecured by having the king’s feal to them, would n0 way 
contradi& what was written therem. So he commanded we 
king’s {cribes to be fent for, and to wnite to the nations, on tie 
Jews behalf, and to his lieutenants and governors, that wet 
over his hundred twency and feven provinces, from Jaci τ0 
Ethiopia. Now the‘contents of this epiftle were thele: τ Ὁ 14 
great king Artaxerxes to our rulers, and thofe that are ou! 
faithful fubje&s, fendeth greeting : Many men there are wiv 
on account of the greatnefs of the benehts beflowed on the. 
and becaufe of the honour which they have obtained from tur 
wonderful kind treatment of thole that beftowed it, are nei 
only injurious to their infertors, but do not fcrupie to co 
evil to thofe that have been their benefatiors, as if they would 
take away gratitude from among men, and by their intolent 2 
bufe of fuch benefits as they never expetied, they tum ile 
abundance they have againft thofe that are the authors of 1 
and fuppofe they thall lie concealed from God in that ca‘, 
and avoid the vengeance which comes from him. Some ol the: 
men, when they bave had the management of affairs comm 
ted to them by their friends, and bearing private malice of ther 
own againft fome others, by deceiving thofe that have the 
power, perfuade them to be angry at fuch as have done them 
no harm, till they are in danger ot perifhing, and this by laying 
eccufations and calumnies: Nor 1s this ftate of things to ix 


5. The true reafon why king Artaxerxes did not bere properly revoke bis fo- 
wer barbarous decie= fur theuniverial (laughter of the Jews, but only empowered 
and encouraed the jews to fizht fos their lives, and to kill their enemies, if they 
attempted their deftru@ion, feems to have been that old law of the Medes and 
Perfians, not yet laid afide, that whatever decree was figned both by the king 20d 
his lords, couéd not be changed, but remained unalterable, Dan vi 7, 8,9, 13» "δ 
17. Efth. i. 10. and viii. ἃ. And Haman having engroffed the royal favour mio: 

haps have him/elf fagned this decree for the Jews flanghter inftead of the ancicst 
ords, aad fo might have rendered it by decir rales irrevocable. 
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dif{covered by ancient examples, or fuch as we have learned. 
by report only, but by fome examples of fuch impudent at- 
tempts under our own eyes, fo that itis not fit to attend any 
᾿ longer to calumnies and accufations, nor to the perfuafions of 
others, but to determine what any one knows of himfelf to 
have been really done, and to punifh what juftly deferves it, 
and to grant favours to fuch‘as are innocent. This hath been 
the cafe of Haman, the fonof Ammedatha, by birth an Amal- 
ekite, and alien trom the blood of the Perfians, who, when he 
was hofpitably entertained by us, and partook of that kindnefs 
which we bear to all men to fo great a dégree, as to be called 
my fathcr, and to be all along worthipped, and to have honour 
paid him by all in the fecond rank after the royal honour due 
᾿ to ourfelves, he could not bear his good fortune, nor govern 
the magnitude of his profperity with found reafon; nay, he 
made a conipiracy againft me and my life, who gave him his 
authority, by endeavouring to take away Mordecai my bene- 
fagtor, and my faviour, and by bafely and treacheroufly re- 
quiring to have Efther, the partner of my life, and of my do- 
muinion, brought to deftruétion, for he contrived by this means 
to * deprive me of my faithful friends, and transfer the gov- 
ernment to others ; But fince I perceived that thefe Jews, that 
were by this pernicious fellow devoted to deftrugtion, were 
not wicked men, but conduéted their lives after the beft man- 
ner, and were men dedicated to the worfhip of that God who 
hath preferved the kingdom to me and to my anceftors, I do 
not only free them trom the punifhment which the former e- 
piftle which was fent by Haman, ordered to be infli€ted on 
them, to which if you refufe obediance, you fhall do well, but 
I will that they have all honour paid them. Accordingly I 
have hanged up the man that contrived fuch things againft 
them, with his tamily before the gates of Shufhan, that punith- 
ment being fent upon him by God, who feeth all things. And 

ive you in charge, that you publicly propofe a copy of this 
epiftle through all my kingdom, that the Jews may be permit- 
ted peaceably to ufe their own laws, and ‘that you 4{Π|} them, 
that at the fame feafon whereto their miferable eftate did_be- 
long, they may defend themfelves the very fame day from 
unjuft violence, the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which 
is Adar, for God hath made that day a day of falvation inftead 


* Ὑμεῖς words give an intimation as if Artaxerxes fufpefted a deeper defign in 
Haman than openly appeared, viz. that knowing the Jews would be faithful to 
him, and that he could never transfer the crown to his own family, who was 
Agagite, Efth. iii. 1, 10. or of the pofterity of Agag, the old king of the Amale- 
kites, 1 Sam. xv. 8, 32, 33. while they were alive, and {pread over all his domin. 
ions, he therefore endeavoured to deftroy them. Nor is it to me improbable, that 
thofe 75,800 of the Jews enemies which were foon deitroyed by the Jews, on the 
permillion of the king, which muft b: on fome great occafion, were Amalekites, 
their old and hereditary enemies, Exod. xvii. 14, 15. and that thereby was fulfilled 
Balaam’s prophecy, “ Amalek was the firft of the nations, but his latter end thall 
be, thet he perith forever,” Numb. xxiv. 29. 
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of a day of deftru€tion to them : And may it be a good day to 
thofe that with us well, and a memorial of the punifhment οἱ 
the con{pirators againft us! gnd I will that you take nonce, 
that every city, and every nation, that hall difobey any thing 
that is contatned in this epifile, fhall be deftroyed by fire an 

{fword. However, let this epiftle be publifhed through all 
the country that is under our obedience, and let all the Jews, 
by all means be ready againft the day before mentioned, tha 
they may avenge themfelves upon their enemies.” _ 

13. Accordingly the horfemen who carried the epiltles pro- 
ceeded on the ways which they were to go with {peed : Buta 
for Mordecai, ae foon as he had afflumed the royal garment 
and the crown of gold, and had put the chain about bis neck, 
he went forth in a public proceflion; and when the jews, 
who were at Shufhan, faw him in fo great honour with the 
king, they thought his good fortune was common to them 
felves alfo, and joy, and a beam of falvation encompafled the 
Jews, both thole that were int the cities, and thofe that were 10 
the countries, upon the publication of the king’s letters, inio- 
much, that many even ot other nations circumcifed their fore 
fkin for fear of the Jews, that they might procure fatety Ὁ 
themfelves thereby ; for on the thirteenth day of the twellth 
month, which according to the Hebrews is called Adar, but 
according tothe Macedonians, Dy firus, thofe that carried the 
King’s epiftle gave them notice, that the fame day wherein 
their danger was to have been, on that very day fhould they 
deftroy their enemies. But now the rulers of the provinces, 
and the tyrants, and the kings, and the {cribes, had the jews 
in efieem, tor the fear they were in of Mordecai.torced them 
to δὲ with difcretion. Now when the royal decree was com 
to ali the country that was fubjeét to the king, it fell out tha 
the Jews at Shulhan flew five hundred of their enemies: 
‘when the king had told Efther the numher of thofe that wet 
flain in that city, but did not well know what had been dont 
m the provinces, he afked her, whether the would have any 
thing farther done againit them ? for that it fhould bedone a- 
cordingly : Upon which the defired that the Jews might be 
permitted to treat their remaining enemies in the fame manot 
the next day ; as alfo that they might hang ten fons of Haman 
upon the gallows. So the king permitted the Jews fo to do, 
as defirous not to contradift Either. So they gathered them- 
{elves together again on the fourteenth day of the monthDy/- 
trus, and flew about three hundred of their enemies, but touche 
ed. nothing of whatriches they had. Now there were flain by 

‘the Jews that were in the country, and in the other cities 
feventy-five thoufand of their enemies, and thefe were flan on 
the thirteenth day of the month; and the next day they kepta 
ἃ feftival. In lke manner the Jews that were in ohuiial 
-gathered themfelves together, and teafted on the tourtee 

day, and that which followed it ; whence it is, that even ΠΟΥ͂ 
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ail the Jews that are in the habitable earth keep thefe days [εἴς 
tival, and fend portions to one another. Mordeca‘alfo wrote 
to the Jews that lived inthe kingdom of Artaxerxes to obferve 
thefe days, and celebrate them as feftivals, and to deliver them 
down to pofterity, that this feftival might continue for alftime 
to come, and that it might never be buried in oblivion ; for 
fince they were about to be deftroyed on thefe days by Ha- 
man, they would do a right thing, upon efcaping the danger 
in them, and on them inflicting punifhments on their enemies, 
to obferve thofe days, and give thanks to God on them: For 
which caufe the Jews ftill keep the fore-mentioned days, and . 
call them * daysot Phrurzm, [οὗ Purim}. And Mordecai be- 
came a great and illuftrious perfon with the king, and affifted 
him in the government of the people. He alfo tives with the 
queen ; fothat the affairsof the Jews were, by their means, 
better than they could ever have hoped for. And this was the 
flate οἱ the Jews under the reign of Artaxerxest. 


CHAP, VII. 


How Fokn flew his brother Fefus in the Temple ; And how Ba- 
eo ἐς offered many injuries to the Fews ; and what Sanballat 
1a. 


ᾷ 2. W HEN Ehiafhib the high prieft was dead, his fon Jue 

| das fucceeded in the high priefthood: And when 
he was dead, his fon John took that dignity ; on whofe ac- 
count it was alfo that Bagofes, the general of { another Artax- 


© Take here part of Reland’s note on this difputed paflage ; ‘* In Jofephus’s co- 
pies thefe Hebrew words, days of Purim, or Lots, 23 in the Greek copies of Efther, 
ch. ix. 26, 58--- 30. is read days of phurim, or days of proteion, but ought to be 
' tead days of purim, as in the Hebrew ; than which emendation, fays he, nothing is 
more certain.” And had we any affurance that Jofephus’s copy mentioned the 
eafting of lots, ax our other copies do, Efth. iii..7. I fhould fully agree with Reland 
but as it now ftands it feenis to me by no means certain. 
+ Asto this whole book of E&her in the prefent Hebrew copy, it is fo very im~ 
erfeét, in a cafe where the providence of God was {fo very remarkable, and the 
ptuagint and Jofephus have fo much of religion, that it has not fo much as the 
mame of God once in it; and it is hard to fay who made that epitome which the 
Malorites have given us for the genuine book itfelf; no religious Jew could well 
be the authors of it, whofe education obliged them to have a conftant regard to 
God, and whatfoever related to his worhhip; nor do we know that there ever was 
fo imperfect a copy of it in the world till after the days of Barchocab, in the fecond 
eentuly. 
Conce ming this other Artaxerxes, called Mnemon, and the Perfien affiiftion 
captivity of the Jews under kim, occafioned by the murdcr of the high- prieft's 
brother in the holy houle itfelf, fee Authent. Rec. at large, page 49. And if any 
wonder why Jofephus wholly omits theereft of the kings of Pera after Artaxerxce 
Mnpemon, till he came to their laft king Darius, who was conquered by Alexander 
the Great, I fhell give them Vossius’s and Dr. Hudfon’s anfwer, though in my 
own words, viz. that Jofephus did not do ill in omitting thofe kings of Perfia with 
whom the Jews bad no concern, becaufe he was giving the hiftory of the Jews, and 
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erxes'sarmy, polluted the temple, and impofed tributes on the 
Jews, that out of the public ftock, before they offered the daily 
acrifices, they fhould pay for every lamb fifty thekels. Now 
Jefus was the brother of John, and was a friend of Bagoles, 
who had promifed to procure him the high priefthood. In 
confidence of whofe fupport, Jefus quarreHed with John in 
the temple, and fo provoked his brother, thatin_his anger his 
brother flew him. Now it was an horrible thing for John 
when he was high prieft, to perpetrate fo great a crime, and fo 
much the more horrible, that there never was fo cruel and im- 
ious a thing done, neither by the Greeks nor Barbarians. 
However, God did not negle€ét its punifhment, but the people 
were on that very account enflaved. and the temple was 
Juted by the Perfians. Now when Bagofes, the general of 
Artaxerxes’s army , knew that John the high prieft of the Jews, 
had flain his own brother Jefus in the Temple, he came upon 
the Jews immediately, and began in angerto fay to them, 
«© Have you had the impudence to perpetrate a murder in 
yourtemple !” And as he was aiming to go into the temple, 
. they forbad him fo to do; but he faid tothem, “ Am nat I 
urer than he that was flain inthe temple ?” And when he had 
aid thefe words, he went into the temple. Accordingly Ba- 
gofes made ufe of this pretence, and punifhed the Jews feven 
years for the murder οἵ. Jefus. 

2. Now when John had departed this lite, bis fon Jaddua 
fucceeded in the high priefthood. He had a brother, whofe 
name was Manaffeh. Now there was one Sanballat, who was 
fent by Darius, the laft king [ of Perfia], intoSamaria. He wasa 
Cuthean by birth; of which flock were the Samaritans alfo- 
This man knew that the city Jerufalem was a famous city, 
and that their kings bad given a great deal of trouble to the 
_Affyrians, and the people of Celelyria ; fo that he willingly 

ave his daughter, whofe name was Nica/o, in miarriage to 

anaffeh, as thinking this alliance by marriage would be a 


pledge and fecurity that the nation ofthe Jews fhould continue 
their good will to him. 


not of the Perfians : [Which is a fufficient reafon alfo why he entirely omits “the 
᾿ς hiftory and the boek of Job, as not particularly relating to that nation.] Ης juftly 
therefore returns to the Jewish affairs after the death of Longimanus, without any 
mention of Darius II. before Artaxerxes Mnemon, or of Ochus, or Arogus, as the 
Canon of Ptolemy rcames then after him. Nor had he probably mentioned this ether 
Artaxerxes, unles Bagoas, one of the governors and commanders under him’, had 


occafioned the pollution of the Jewish temple, and had greatly diftrefied the Jews 
wpon that pollutioa, 
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CHAP. VIII. 


Concerning Sanballat and Manaffeh, and the Temple which they 
built in Mount Gerizrim; as alfohow Alexander made hts 
entry into the City Ferufalem ; and what benefits he beflowed 
on the Jews. =» . 

§ 1. A20Ut this time it was that Philip, king of Macedon, 

ι wat treacheroufly affaulted and flain at Ege by 

Paufanias. the fon οἱ Ceraftes, who was derived trom the fam- 

ily of Oreftse, and his fon Alexander fucceeded him in the 

kingdom ; who pafling over the Hellefpont, overcame the 
generals of Darius’s army in a battle fought at Granicum. So 
e marched over Lydia, and fubdued Jonia, and over-ran 

Caria, and fell upon the places of Pamphylia, as has been re» 

lated elfewhere. 

ἃ. But the elders of Jerufalem being very uneafy that the 
brother of Jaddua the high-prieft, though married to a for- _ 
eigner, fhould be a partner with him in the high priefthood, 
quarrelled with him ;for they efteemed this man’s marriage a 

ep to {uch as fhould be defirous of tranfgrefling about the 
marriage of [ftrange| wives, and that this would be the be- 
ginning of a mutual fociety with foreigners, although the of- 
ence of fome about marriages, and their having married wives 
that were not of their own country, had been an occafion of 
their former captivity, and of the miferies they then under- 
went; fo they commanded Manaffeh to divorce his ‘wife, of 

- not to approach the altar, the htgh-prieft himfelt joining with 

the people in therr indignation againft his brother, and driv- 

ing him away from the altar. hereupon Manaffeh came to 
his fatner-in-law, Sanbaliat, and told him, That “ although 
he loved his daughter Nicafo, yet was he not willing to be de- 
prived of his facerdotal dignity on her account, which was 
the principal dignity in their nation, and always continued in 
the fame family,’ And when Sanballat promifed him not on- 

. ty to preferve to him the honour of his priefthood, but to pro- 

cure for him the power and dignity of an high-prieft, and 

would make him governor of all the places he himfelf now ru- 
fed, if he would keep his daughter for his wife. He alfo told 
hfm farther, that he would build him a temple like to that at 

Jerufaiem, upon mount Gerizszim, which is the higheft of all 

the mountains that arein Samaria, and he promifed that he 

would do this with the approbation of Darius the king. Ma- 
nafieh was elevated with thefe promifes, and flayed with San-- 
ballat, upon a fuppofal that he fhould gain an high priefthood, 
as beftowed on him by Dartus, for it happened that Sanballat 
was then πὶ years. But there was now a great difturbance a- 
mong the people of Jerufalem, becaufe many of thofe prefs 
OL. 1. 3 
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and Levites were entangled in fuch matches ; for they all re- 
volted to Manaffeh, and Sanballat afforded them money, and 
divided among them land for tillage, afrd habitations alfo, and 
all this in order every way to gratify his fon-in-law. 

3: About this time it was that Darius heard how Alexander 
had pafled over the Hellefpont, and had beaten his lieutenants 
in the battle at Granicum, and was proceeding farther ; where- 
upon he gathered together an army of horfe and foot, and de- 
termined that he would meet the Macedonians before they 
fhould affault and conquer all Afia. So he paffed over the nv- 
er Euphrates, and came over Taurus, the Cilician mountain ; 
and at I ffus of Cilicia he waited for the enemy, as ready there 

‘to give him battle. Upom which Sanballat was glad that Da- 
rius was come down ; ahd told Manaffeh that he would fud- 
denly perform his promifes to him, and this as foon as ever 
Darius fhould come back, after he had beaten his enemies; for 
not he only, but all thofe that were in Afia alfo, were perfua- 
ded that the Macedonians would not fo much as come to a bat- 
tle with the Perfians, on account of their multitude. But the 
event proved otherwife than they expeéted, fer the king join- 
ed battle with the Macedonians, and was beaten, and loft a 
great partot hisarmy. His mother alfo, and his wife and 
children, were taken captives, and he fled into Perfia, 
Alexander came into Syria, and took Damafcus ; and whea 
he had obtained Sidon, he befieged Tyre, when he fent an e- 
piftle to the Jewith high-prieft, “ To fend htm fome auxilia- 
ries and to fupply his army with provifions ; and that what 
refents he formerly fent to Darius, he would now fend to 
Fim, and choofe the friendfhip of the Macedonians, and that 
he fhould never repent of fo doing.” But the high-prieft an- 
fwered the meffengers, That * he had given his oath to Dari- 
us not to bear arms again{t him ; and he faid, that he would 
not tran{grefs them while Darius was in the landof the living.” 
Upon hearing this anfwer, Alexander was very angry ; and 
though he determined not to leave Tyre, which was Ἐπὶ ready 
to be taken, yet, as foon as he had taken it, he threatened that 
he would make an expedition againft the Jewith bigh-priett, 
and through him teach all men to whom they muft keep their 
oaths. So when he had, with a good deal of pains, during the 
fiege, taken Tyre, and had fettled its affairs, he came to the 
city-ot Gaza, and befieged boththe cuy, and him that was go- 
vernor of the garrifon, whofe name was Babemefes. 

4. But Sanballat thought- he had own gotten a proper op- 
portunity to make his attempt fo he renounced Darius, and, 
taking with him feven thouland of his own fubje&s, he came 
to Alexander ; and finding him beginning the fiege of Tyre, 
he faid to him, that he delivered up to him thefe men, who came 
out of places under his dominion, and did gladly accept of 
him for his lord, inftead of Darius. So when Alexander had 
received him kindly, Sanballat thereupon took courage, and 
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{pake to him about his prefent affair. He told him, That © 
he had a fon-in-law, Manaffeh, who was brotherto the high- 
' prieft Jaddua; and that there were many others pf his own na- 
tion, now with-him, that were defirous to havea temple in the 
fame places fubje&t tohim : That it would be for the king’s 
advantage to haye the ftrength of the Jews divided into two 
parts, left when the nation is of one mind, and united, upon 
any attempt for innovation, it prove troublefome to kings, as 
it had formerly proved to the kings of Affyria.”. Whereupon 
Alexander gave Sanballat leave fo todo; who ufed utmot 
diligence, and built the temple, and made Manaffeh the prieft, 
and deemed it a great reward, that his daughter’s children 
fhould haye that dignity ; But when the feven months: of the 
fiege of Tyre were over, andthe two months af the fiege of 
Gaza, Sanballat died. Now Alexander, when he had taken 
Gaza, made hafte to go up to Jerufalem: And Jaddua the 
high-prieft, when he heard that, was in an agony, and under ter- 
or, as not knowing how he thould meet the Macedonians, 
fince the king was difplealed at hig toregoing difobedience. 
He therefore ordained that the people fhould make fupplica- 
tions, and fhould join with him in offering facrifices to God, 
whom he befought to proteét that nation, and to deliver them 
from the perils that were coming upon them: Whereupon 
God warned him in adream, which came upon him after he 
had offered facrifices, That “ he fhould take courage, and a- 
dorn the city, and open the gates; that the reft fhould appear 
in white garments, but that he and the priefts fhould meet the 
king in the habits proper to their order, withaut the dread of 
any ill confequences, which the providence οἱ God would 
revent.” Upon which, when he τοῖς from his fleep, he 
greatly rejoiced ; and declared to all the warning he had re- 
ceived from God. According to which dream he a&ted en- - 
tirely, and fo waited tor the coming of the king. 
5. And when he underftood that he was not far from the 
city ; he went out in proceflion, with the priefls and the mul- 
titude of the citizens. The proceffian wag venerable, and the 
manner of it different from that of other nations. It reached to 
a place called Sapha, which name tranflated into Greck, fig- 
nifies a profped, for you have thence a profpeét both of Jeru- 
falem and οἱ the temple : And when the Phenicians and the 
Chaldeans that followed him, thought they fhould have liberty 
to plunder the city, and torment the high prieft to death, 
which the king’s difpleafure tairly promifed them, the very 
reverfe of it happened ; tor Alexander, when he faw the mul. 
titude at a diftance, in white garments, while the priefts ood 
clothed with fine linen, and the high-prieftin purple and [car- 
Jet clothing, with his mitre on his head, having the golden 
late whereon the name of God was engraved, he approached 
by himfelf, and adored that name, and firft faluted the high 
prieft, The Jews alfo did altogether, with one voice, falute 
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Alexander, and ertcompafs him about : Whereupon the kings 
of Syria and the reft were furprifed at what Alexander had 
done, and {uppofed him difordered in his mind. However, 
Parmenio alone went up to him, and afked him, “ How it 
came to pafs, that when all others adored him, he fhould adore 
the high-prieft of the Jews ?” To whom he replied, “ I did 
not adore him, but that God who hath honoured him with his 
high priefthood ; tor I faw this very perfon in a dream, in this 
very habit, when I was at Dios inj Macedomia, who, when I 
was confidering with my {elf how I might obtain the dominion 
οἱ Afia, exhorted me to make no delay, but boldly to pafs over 
the feathither, for that he would condu& my army, and would 

ive me the dominion over the Perfiang; whence it 18, that 
faving feen no other in that habit, and now feeing this perfon 
in it, and remembering that vifion, and the exhortation which 
J had in my dream, I believe that 1 bring this army under the 
divine condutt!; and fhall therewith conquer Darius, and de- 
{troy the power of the Perfians, and that all things will fuc- 
ceed according to what is in my own mind.” And when he 
had faid this to Parmenio, and had given the high-prieft his 
right hand, the priefls ran along by him, and he came into the, 
city: And when he went up into the temple, he offered facri- 
fice to God, according to the high-prieft’s dire&tion ; and mag- 
nificently treated both the high-prieft and the priefts. And 
when the * book of Daniel was fhewed him, wherein Daniel 
declared that one of the Greeks fhould deftroy the empire of 
the Perfians, he {uppofed that himfelf was the perfon intended : 
And as he was then glad, he difmiffed the multitude for the 

refent, but the next day he called them tohim, and bid them 
afk what favours they pleafed of him ; whereupon the high- 
prieft defired that they might enjoy the laws of theia forefath- 
ers, andmight pay notribute on the feyenth year. He grant- 
ed all they defired. And when they entreated him that be 
would permit the Jews in Babylon and Media to enjoy their 
own laws alfo, he willingly promifed tu do hereatter what they 
defired. And when he faid to the multitude, that if any of 
them would lift themfelves in his army, on this condition, that 
they fhould continue. under the laws ot their forefathers, and 
live according to them, he was willing ta take them with him, 
many were ready to accompany him in his wars. 

6. So when Alexander had thus{fettled matters at Jerufalem 
he led hig army into the neighbouring cities: And whea all 
the inhabitants, to whom he came, receiyed him with great 
kindnefs, the Samaritans, who had then Shechem for their me- 
tropolis ga city fituate at mount Gerizzim, and inhabited by 
apoftates of the Jewith nation), feeing thaf Alexander had fo 
greatly honoured the Jews, determined to protefg themfelves 


* The place shewed Alexander might be Dan. vii. 6, 3—8, 20, 21, 22. xi. 4. 
fome or all of them very plain predictions of Alexander's conquefts and fucceffors. 
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Jews, for fuch isthe difpofition of the Samaritans, as we have 
already elfewhere declared, that when the Jews are in adverfi. 
ty they deny that they are of kin to them, and then they con- 

efs the truth ; but when they perceive that fome good for. 
tune hath befallen them, they immediately pretend to have 
communion with then, faying, that they belong to them, and 
derive their genealogy from the pofterity ot Jo eph, Ephraim, 
and Manaffeh. Accordingly they made their addrefs to the 
king with fplendour, and fhewed great alacrity in meeting 
him at a little diftance from {erufalem. And when Alexander 
had commended them, the Shechemites approached to him, 
taking with them the troops that Sanballat had fent him, and 
they defired that he would come to their city, and do honour 
to their temple alfo. Towhomhe promifed, that when he re- 
turned he would come tothem. And when they petitioned 
that he would remit the tribute of the feventh year to them, 
becaufe they did not fow thereon, he afked who they were 
that made fucha petition, and when they faid that they were 
Hebrews, but had the name of S:donzans, living at Shechem; 
he afked them again, whetherthey were Jews, and when the 
faid they were not Jews, ‘ It was tothe Jews, faid he, that 
granted that privilege; however, when I return, and am 
thoroughly informed by you of this matter, I will do what I 
fhall-think proper.” And in this manner he took leave of the 
Shechemites ; but ordered that the troops of “Sanballat fhould 
follow him into Fay pt, becaufe there he deflgnedto give them 
lands, which he did a little after in Thebais, when he ordered 
them to guard that country. _ 

7. Now when Alexander was dead, the government was 
parted among his fucceffors, but the temple upon mount Ger- 
1zzim remained, And if any one were accufed by thofe of 
Jerufalem, of having eaten things * common, or of having 

roken the Sabbath, or of any ather crime of the like nature, 
he fled away to the Shechemites, and faid that he was accufed 
unjuftly. About this time it was that Jaddua the high prieft 
died ; and Qnias his fon tgok the high priefthood. ‘This was. 
the ftate of the affairs of the people of Jerufalem at this time. 


* Here Jofephus ufes the very word Koinornacta, eating things common, for 
eating things unclean ; a8 does our New Teftament, AQs x. 14, 1g, 38. μὰ xi. 8, 9. 
Rom. xiv. 14. 
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